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MATTER #

FILE TYPE Notice

FILE NAME

CAIR # 02409196

DATE OF
INCIDENT

06/27/1994

DATE OF NOTICE 09/12/1994

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1988 Jeep Cherokee (XJ)

VIN

MILEAGE

OWNER

.

Wilbraham, MA

COURT

DOCKET #

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On June 27, 1994, a 1988 Jeep Cherokee (XJ), operated by
, was traveling northbound on Shaker Road near the intersection

of Maple Street in East Longmeadow, Massachusetts. The posted
speed limit at the site of the accident was 25 mph. According to the
police accident report, the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) was in a line of traffic
that was stopped or in the process of stopping for a traffic signal at
the intersection with Maple Street. A 1992 Mack garbage truck,
operated by , failed to observe the traffic stopping in
front of him and struck the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ). The
impact caused a chain reaction accident, pushing the front end of the
Jeep Cherokee (XJ) into the rear of a 1992 Mazda sedan, which, in
turn, was pushed into the rear of a 1984 Chevrolet pickup, which, in
turn, was pushed into the rear of a 1979 Toyota Celica. According to
witness statements given to the investigating police officer, the
garbage truck was travelling approximately 30-45 mph immediately
prior to the accident. The investigating police officer concluded that
the driver of the garbage truck did not brake until after the impact.
Several witnesses also reported that trash lifting forks on the front of
the garbage truck appeared to be in a lowered position. A fire ensued
in the area of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ).

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 4

FATALITIES 2

ANALYSIS The 1988 Jeep Cherokee (XJ) was not inspected. Based on the

EA12-005- Chrysler -013420



available information, including the police accident report and witness
statements, Chrysler Group concludes that the impact of the Mack
garbage truck with the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) occurred at a
relative velocity in excess of 30 mph. This is based on witness
statements that the garbage truck was travelling 30-45 mph
immediately prior to the impact and the conclusion of the investigating
police officer that the driver of the garbage truck did not brake until
after the impact. According to the investigating police officer, this
severe, high-energy impact caused the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ)
to lift up in the air at a 45-degree angle and rupture the gas tank
resulting in the fire. A report prepared by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Safety – Division of Fire Prevention concluded
that, as a result of the collision, the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) was crushed
to approximately one-half its length. Based on witness statements
and the fire report, the forward mounted trash lifting forks may have
been in a lowered position, causing or contributing to the lifting of the
rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) and the rupture of the fuel tank. The
interposition of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) between the garbage truck
and the Mazda sedan and other vehicles during the impact and the
extremely high mass of the garbage truck likely increased the crash
forces acting on the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ). Because Chrysler
Group has not inspected the Jeep Cherokee (XJ), it is unable to
confirm that the fuel tank was ruptured in the accident or that the
origin of the fire was at the fuel tank. The damage to the rear of the
Jeep Cherokee (XJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 3
Public, Bates page numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler – 013359 and 13367.
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