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MATTER # 1136817

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

09/04/2003

DATE OF NOTICE 11/14/2003

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1989 Jeep Cherokee (XJ)

VIN 1J4FT38L4KL

MILEAGE

OWNER

Houston, TX

COURT District Court, Harris County, TX

DOCKET # 200364519

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On September 4, 2003, a 1989 Jeep Cherokee (XJ), operated by
, was travelling southbound on SH 249 near Houston, Texas.

The posted speed limit at the site of the accident was 55 mph.
According to the police accident report, the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) was
stopped because of traffic, when a 2000 Chevrolet Tahoe, operated by

southbound on SH 249, failed to observe the traffic
stopped ahead of her and struck the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) at
a high rate of speed. The police accident report reflects that there
were only 15 feet of braking skid marks prior to the impact indicating
that the driver of the Chevrolet Tahoe braked at the last instant before
striking the Jeep Cherokee (XJ). The driver of the Chevrolet Tahoe
also told the investigating officer that “she looked down for a moment
and when she looked back up she noticed that the vehicles in front of
her had stopped.” According to a witness statement contained in the
police accident report, the Chevrolet Tahoe was travelling
approximately 50 mph when it passed him just before the accident
occurred. The impact pushed the front end of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ)
into the rear of a 2003 Chevrolet Impala, which was also stopped in
traffic. A fire ensued after the impact.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 3

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Based on an inspection of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) and other available
information, including the police accident report, witness statements

EA12-005- Chrysler -012578



and vehicle photographs, Chrysler Group concludes that the initial
impact of the Chevrolet Tahoe with the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ)
occurred at a relative velocity of approximately 50 mph. This is based
on the statement of an accident witness that the Chevrolet Tahoe was
travelling approximately 50 mph at the time of the accident, the
posted speed limit of 55 mph and the indication that the driver of the
Chevrolet Tahoe only braked at the last instant before the impact. An
inspection of photographs of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) revealed that this
extremely severe, high-energy impact crushed the body and frame of
the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) forward to or beyond the rear axle. The
interposition of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) between the Chevrolet Tahoe
and the Chevrolet Impala during the impact likely increased the crash
forces acting on the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ). The damage to
the rear of the Jeep Cherokee (XJ) is depicted in the photographs in
Enclosure 3 Public, Bates page numbers EA12-005 – Chrysler –
012039 and 012042.
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