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Vitality Issues - v Suzuki 
10-23-06 

 

Sign of Vitality During Fire Autopsy Finding Forensic Value of Vitality Indicator Autopsy Pages 
    

Soot in Trachea Some soot in upper trachea • None, because part of trachea was burned off 6 and 9 

Soot in Bronchi Some soot in distal bronchi • None, because lungs were burned and charred 1 and 6 

Soot in Esophagus None reported at autopsy • Negative for swallowing of soot – is consistent with 
unconsciousness or death at impact 

10 

Soot in Stomach None reported at autopsy • Negative for swallowing of soot – is consistent with 
unconsciousness or death at impact 

10 

Carboxyhemoglobin  < 10% COHb saturation • Negative for inhalation of smoke – is consistent with 
death at impact 

Toxicology Report 

Accelerant No blood test performed for 
presence of gasoline in blood 

• Presence of accelerant in blood indicates life during 
fire – no test was performed for presence of gasoline   

Toxicology Report 

Lung Weight – Right Lung 600 grams • Normal weight according to BMI = 547 ±203 grams – 
right lung weight is within the normal range 

10 

Lung Weight – Left Lung 470 grams • Normal weight according to BMI = 472 ±181 grams – 
left lung weight is within the normal range 

10 

Pulmonary Congestion The parenchyma is congested • None, because lungs were charred 1, 6 and 10 

Laryngeal Edema There is no edema of the larynx • Negative for inhalation of super-heated air – is 
consistent with death at impact 

6 

Brain Congestion None reported at autopsy • Negative for congestion – is consistent with death at 
impact 

14 and 15 

Petechial Hemorrhages in 
Mouth 

No lesions are present nor is 
trauma of the gingival, lips or oral 
mucosa demonstrated 

• Negative for petechial hemorrhages – is consistent 
with death before thermal trauma to the neck 

6 

Petechial Hemorrhages in 
Throat  

No hemorrhage is present in the 
adjacent throat organs investing 
fascia, strap muscles, thyroid or 
visceral fascia 

• Negative for petechial hemorrhages – is consistent 
with death before thermal trauma to the neck 

6 

Tongue Hemorrhage Tongue shows no trauma • Negative for hemorrhage – is consistent with death 
before thermal trauma to the neck 

6 

Thermal Injury  - Trachea Thermal injury to trachea • None, because part of trachea was burned off 6 and 9 

Thermal Injury  - Bronchi Soft tissues of the thoracic walls are 
severely burned and charred 

• None, because lungs were burned and charred 6 and 7 

Thermal Injury - Lungs Soft tissues of the thoracic walls are 
severely burned and charred 

• None, because lungs were burned and charred 6 and 7 

Prepared by Louis M. Balius, Attorney at Law    Privileged and Confidential, Attorney Work Product, Attorney Client Privilege 
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