Law Osfices Of

MichaeL Oran
Micasl Oran

A Pooressional Corroration Teteprone 213-624-1177
Katuy B. Seu - -
HY EUTHE 550 S. Hope Stacer, Suire 1000 ) FacsimiLe 213-624-116!)
Los AnaeLes, Catirorna 9007

January 25, 2008

American Suzuki Motor Company
3251 E. Imperial Hwy.

Brea, CA 52821-6795

(714) 996-7040

RE: . - -1. v=. SUZUKT MOTOR COMPANY, et al.

L.A.8.C., EAST DISTRICT, CASE NQO. RC047709 R

Dear Gentlepersons:

I have enclosed an oxiginal and copy of a Notice of Acknowledgment
and Recelipt, a copy of the Summons and Complaint, and Notice of Case
Assignment regarding the above referenced matter. You should complete
the original Wotice and Acknowledgment of Receipt form where indicated
by the red "X's". PLEASE RETURN IT TO THIS OFFICE within the next 20
days. This will avoid the embarrassment and additional cost of personal
service on you if it is not returned within this time period. The copy
of the Notice form is to be retained by you.

Your attention is called to the provisions of California Code of
Civil Procedure, § 415.30 (d), which provides:

"If the person to whom a copy of the Summons and of the
Complaint are mailed pursuant to this section fails to
complete and return the acknowledgment form ... within twenty
(20) days from the date of such mailing, the party ... shall
be liable for reasonable expenses thersafter incurred in
serving or attempting to serve the party by another method

and ... the court in which the action is pending ... shall
award such expense.”

If you are insured, please forward the Summons and Complaint to
your insurance company. The claims representative and/orx attorney will
contact me. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Very truly yours,

| i/0
MLO:je | TCHAEL L. ORAN

Enclosures
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ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, Slate Sar number, and address): FOR COURT USE ONLY
Michael L. Oran, Esq. (SBN: 110970)
LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL ORAN
550 Scuth Hope Street

“Suite 1000
Los Angeles, CA 80071

TELERHONE NG (213) 624-1177 FAXNO. (Optonal:  (213) 624-1161
E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional):

ATTORNEY FOR (Neme): Plaintiffs ,
SUPERIOR CQURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles
srreeTappress: 400 Civic Center Plaza
maiLme aooress: 400 Civic Center Plaza
crry aNpziIPcobe: Pomona, CA 91766
BRaNCHNAME: Bast District - Pomona Ceourthouse

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: ALINNE KHALILI, et al.

DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY, et al.

- CASE NUMBER:
NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT—CIVIL KC027709 R

TO (insert name of party being served): AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY

NOTICE
The summons and other decuments identified below are being served pursuant to section 415,30 of the California Code of Civil
Procedure. Your faflure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you
(or the party on whose behalf you are being servadj to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons
an you in any other manner permitted by law.

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity, this
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized o receive service of process on behalf of such
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of
summens. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summeons is deemed complete on the day you sign the
acknowledgment of receipt below.

Date of mailing: JTanuary 25, 2006 W
Michael L. Oran. Esqg. } %
(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) {SIGNATURE OF SENDERH-MIJST\IOT BE A PARTY [N THIS CASE)
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT

This acknowledges receipt of {to be completed by sender before mailing):
1. A copy of the summons and of the complaint.
2. Other:. (specify):

1. HNotice of Case Assignment (with ADR package).

{To be completed by recipient):
Date this form is signed:

X Py

(TYPE OR PRINT YOUR NAME AND NAME OF ENTITY, IF ANY, {SIGNATURE OF PERSON ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT, WITH TITLE \F
ON WHOSE BEBALF THIS FORM IS SIGNED) ACKNOWLERGMENT IS MADE ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON QR ENTITY)
Pagadof1

§§ 415.30, 417,10
POS-015 [Rev. January 1, 2005]

Form Adopied for Mandalory Use NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CiVIL So{"ega%a . Code of vl Procedure,
i cius
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POS-015

ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, State Bar number, and address): FOR COURT USE ONLY
Michael L. Oran, Esg. (SBN: 110970}
LAW COFFPICES OF MICHAEL ORAN
550 Scuth Hope Street
-Suite 1000
Los Angeles, CA 20071
TELEPHONENG.: (213) 624-1177 FAXNG. (Opfiora:  (213) 624-1161
E-MAIL ADDRESS (Oplional):
ATTORNEYFOR (Name): Plaintiffs

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles
streeTavoress: 400 Civic Center Plaza
muuncappress: 400 Civic Center FBlaza
cavanDzipcons: Pomona, CA 91766
srancHnave: Bast District - Pomona Courthouse

FLAINTIFF/PETITIONER; ALINNE KHALILI, et al.

DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY, et al.

CASE NUMBER:
NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT—CIVIL KC047709 R

TO (insert name of party being served): AMERICAN SUZUKT MOTOR COMPANY

NOTICE
The summons and other documents identified befow are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil
Procedure. Your failure fo complete this form and returmn it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you

{or the party on whose behaif you are being served) fo liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summans-
on you in any other manner permitted by law.

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated assoclation (including a partnership), or other entity, this
form must be signed by you: in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such

entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of
summons. If you refurn this form to the sender, service of a summons Is deemed complete on the day you sign the ’
acknowledgment of receipt below.

Date of mailing: January 25, 2006 - W
Michael L. Oran, Esqg. } f C&
{TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE QF SENDER—MUSTNOT BE A PARTY IN THIS CASE)

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT

This acknowledges receipt of (fo be completed by sender before mailing):
1. A copy of the summans and of the complaint.
Z Cther: (specify):

1. Notice of Case Assignment (with ADR package) .

(To be completed by recigiont):
Date this form is signed:

(TYPE OR PRINT YOUR NAME AND NAME OF ENTITY, IF ANY, R (SIGNATURE OF PERSON ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT, WITH TITLE IF
ON WHOSE BEHALF THIS FORM IS SIGNED) ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS MADE ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON OR ENTITY)

) i Page 1 of1
g conctorcas.  MOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT—CVIL Jﬁ% Code of il Procedure
R t P

§§ 415.30, 41710
POS-015 [Rev. January 1, 2005)

N
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. SUM-100
(CITACION JUDICIAL) FOR COURT USE ONLY
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT; (SOLO PARA USO DE 1A CORTE)
AVISO AL DEMANDADO):

UZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY:
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH
AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.; HONDA OF
AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD.:
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH &

ES SUPR
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD. and DOES 1 to 200, RIOR coygy
Inclusive,

JAN 2 4 2008
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF: JOUN A, ¢
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE); &= " CLARKE, g
ALINNE KHALILI; EBRAHIM KHALILI; ARSINNE KHALILI;

DIGRAN KHALILI, BY E. AcOsTs, DEPUTY

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this sumimons and legal papers ars served on you to file a wrilten response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not protect you. Your written response must be in proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may ba a court form that you can use for your response, You can find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts Online Self-Help Cenfer (www.courtinfo.ca.govfselfiielp), your county law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form.  If you do not fite your response on time, you may
jose the case by defauli, and your wages, money, and property may be taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legat requirements. You may want to call an attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney, you may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the Galifornia
Courts Online Self-Help Center {www.courtinfo.ca.goviselfhelp), ar by contacting your Iocal court or county bar association.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO después de que ie enfreguen esta citacion y papeles legales para preseniar una respuesta por escrito
en esta corle y hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante. Una carta o una lamada telefénica no Io protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito fiene gue estar en formato legal carrecto si desea que procesen su caso en la corte, Es posible que haya un formulario que usted
pueda usar para su respuesta. Puede enconfrar estos formularios de Ia corte y méis Informacion en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
Cafifornia {www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanolf, en fa bibifoteca de leyes de su condado o en Ja corte que le quede mds cerca. Sino
puede pagar fa cuota de presentacién, pida al secretario de la corte que le dé un formulario de exencién de pagoe de cuotas. Sino presenta
su respuests a flempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiernto y Ia corte Ie podra quitar su suelde, dinero y bienes sin mds adverfencia,

H'ay oiros requls!tos legafes. Es recomendable gue lfame a un abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un aboyadoe, ptiede Hamar a un
servicio de remisién a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un abogado, es posible que cumpla con los requisitas para obtener servicios
fegales gratuifus de un programa de servicios legales sin fines de lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en ef sitio weh de
California Legal Serviges, (www.Jawhelpeaiifornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de Ias Cortes de California,
{www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selthelp/espanolf} o poniéndose en contacto con Ia corte o el colegio de abogados focales.

The name and address of the court is: LAce e

(El nombre y direccion de la corte es): ﬂ IF s
Superiox Cgurié ofP‘ghe State of Callfornlaé £ Figg Tﬁ L\ 3 q7G
400 Civic Center aza - :n:r-
400 Civic Center Plaza UDGE g ﬁ? A. DHKES
Pomona, CA 91766 DEPT. ﬁ e
East District - Pomona Courthouse o
The name, address, and telephone number of plaintifi's attomey, or plaintiff without an attorney, is: B
©  (El nombre, la direccion y el ntmero de feléfono del abogado del demandante, o del demandante que rio tiene abogado, es}:

Michael L. Oran, Esq. (SBN: 110970) (213) 624-1177 (213 4-1161
LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL ORAN
550 South Hope Street SOHN A Cm

Los Angeles, CA 20071

DATE: mﬁﬁ Cierk, by » Deputy

{Fecha) m 2 4 {Secretario) (Adjunto)

(For proof of service of this summons, use Proof of Service of Summons {form POS-01 0}‘)

{Para prueba de entrega de esta citatién use el formufario Proof of Service of Summons, (FOS-01 G))
. NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: You are served

1. [] as an individual defendant.

2. [ as the person sued under the fictitious name of (specify):

3. [ ] on behalf of {specify}:

under: [__| CCGP 416.10 (corporation) [T 1 CCP 416,80 (minor}
{7} CCP 416.20 (defunct corporation) [ ] CCP 418.70 (conservatee)
] ccP 416.40 (assoclation or partnership) [ __| CCP 416.90 (authorized person)
[ ather (specify):
4. [] by personal delivery on (date): Paged of +
Form Adopled for Mandatory Uss [ eoal Code of Civil Procedure §§ 412.20, 465
SUM100 (e, Jamiany 3, 2004 SUMMONS Sotigns
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Michael L. Oran, Esq. (#110970) QH’GINA IR

Kathy B. Seuthe, Esq. (#122050) ; FiLen
Law Offices of Michael L. Oran AN 2 4 20

550 S. Hope Street, Suite 1000 (03 Ul

Los Angeles, CA 90071 SUPERNGELES

Tel: (213) 624-1177 RORCorpy

Fax: (213} 524-1161

Ali Moghaddami, Esq. (# 174548}
James Sadigh, Esq. (#140199)
Moghaddami & Sadigh

333 E. Glenoaks Bouievard, Suite 202
Glendale, CA 91207 :
Tel: (818) 500-4111

Fax: (818) 500-4114

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES .

Kcoa7709 R
ALINNE KHALIL}; EBRAHIM KHALILY; CASE NO.
ARSINNE KHALILY;, DIGRAN KHALILI,
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR
Plaintiffs, PERSONAL INJURIES AND
: WRONGFUL DEATH:
VS, (1) Negligence;
(2) Strict Liabitity

)
)
)
)
)
%
SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; )
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR
COMPANY; AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR ;
COMPANY, INC.: HONDA NORTH }
AMERICA, INC_; HONDAR & D )
AMERICAS, INC.; HONDA OF AMERICA )
MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA )
ENGINEERING, LTD.; HONDA MOTOR )
COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & )
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD. and )
DOES 1 to 200, Inclusive, %
)
)

Defendants.

For the causes of action against defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY:
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY,
INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDAR & D AMERICAS, INC.; HONDA OF
AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTb.; HONDA MOTOR

1
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND WRONGFUL DEATH

PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION
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COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD, and
DOES 1 through 200, inclusive, alleged herein, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI, EBRAHIM
KHALILE ARSINNE KHALILE, DIGRAN KHALILL, allege as follows:

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

1. Atali times mentioned herein, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI; EBRAHIM KHALILE;
ARSINNE KHALILL DIGRAN KHALILI were and now are residents of the State of
California.

2. Plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI; EBRAHIM KHALILE; ARSINNE KHALILI; DIGRAN
KHALILI are the only known heirs of Sarah Khalili (hereinafter referred to as plaintiffs’
decedent.) Plaintiff EBRAHIM KHALILI was the lawfully wedded husband of plaintiffs’
decedent. Plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and ARSINNE KHALIL] were the daughters of
plaintiffs’ decedent. Plaintiff DIGRAN KHALILI was the son of plaintiffs’ decedent.

3. At all times hersin mentioned, defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY were corporations authorized to and
engaged in business of designing, manufacturing, testing, promoting, marketing,
advertising, selling, and distributing motor vehicles in the County of Los Angeles, State
of California. Defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and AMERICAN SUZUKI
MOTOR COMPANY regularly and routinely transact and conducts business in the
State of California.

4. At all times herein mentioned, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC_; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.;
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD.;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD,; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD were corporations authorized to and engaged in business of
designing, manufacturing, testing, promoting, marketing, advertising, selling, and
distributing motor vehicles in the State of California. Defendants AMERICAN HONDA
MOTOR COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC HONDAR& D
AMERICAS, INC.; HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA

2
COMPLAINT FOR PAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND WRONGFUL DEATH .

PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION
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ENGINEERING, LTD.; HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD regularly and routinely transact and conducts
business in the State of California.

5. Defehdants DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, are heirs of decedent and entitled
to bring this action pursuant to C.C.P. Section 377.60, and they are named as
defendants in this action as their true names and capacities as potential heirs are
presently unknown to plaintiffs herein.

6. Plaintiffs are ignorant of the true names and capagities of defendants sued
herein as DOES 11 te 200, Inclusive, and therefore, sue these defendants by such

fictitious names. Plaintiffs will amend this Complaint to allege their true names and

-capacities when the same have been ascertained. Plaintiffs are informed and believe

and thereon allege that each of said fictitiously named defendants is responsible in
some manner for the occurrrences alleged herein.

7. Plaintiffs are informed and believe and thereon allege that at all times
mentioned herein, defendants, and each of them, acted as the agents, servants,
employees, and embloyers of each of the remaining defendants, and each of them, and
were acting within the course and écope of said agency, service, and employment, and
with the knowledge, consent, authority, and permission of each of their ¢o-defendants
at all 'times mentioned herein.

8. At all times mentioned herein, defendants SUZUK! MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUK!I MOTOR COMPANY and DOES 11 to 100, inclusive, designed,
engineered, manufactured, assembled, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted,
supplied, and distributed 2001 Suzuki XL-7 automobiles, including the subject 2001
Suzuki XL-7 automobile involved in this matter, including but not limited to, the engins,
fuel tank, fuel lines, fuet feed mechanisms, interior barriers, rear axle, rear bumper,

body, passenger doors, and all associated parts and components attached thereto, for

‘sale to and use by the general public.

9. At all times mentioned herein, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR

: 3
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND WRONGFUL DEATH

PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION




Lo I N = Y

o

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
i9
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

EA12-005

COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC;
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD and DOES 101 to 150, inclusive, designed, enginesred,
manufactured, assembled, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied, and
distribuied 2000 Honda Accord, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord automabile
involved in this matter, including but not limited to, the engine, fuel tank, fuel lines, fuel
feed mechanisms, interior barriers, electrical compaonents, body, passenger doors, and
all associated parts and components attached thereto, for sale io and use by the
general public.

| 10. On August 30, 2004, plaintiff EBRAHIM KHALIL] was operating a certain
2000 Honda Accord, bearing California license plate number AMWF 337 and registered
to 2 member of his family, eastbound on the 60 Freeway west of Lemon Avenue in the
City of Diamond Bar. The vehicle was being operated in the manner and purpose for
which it was intended. Plaintiff ALINNE KHALIL] was seated in the front passenger
seat. Plaintiffs’ decedent Sarah Khalili was seated in the rear seat. |

11. On August 30, 2004, Victor Armenta was operating a certain 2001 Suzuki

XL-7 vehicle, bearing California license plate number QEONDAS and registered to
Victor Armenta, eastbound on the 60 Freeway west of Lemon Avenue in_the City of
Diamond Bar.

12. At said time and place, the Suzuki SL-7 vehicle was rearended by the

‘'Honda Accord. At said time and place, and as an immediate result of the impact and

damage. to both the Suzuki XL-7 and Honda Accord, a fuel-fed fire erupted causing the
Honda Accord to become engulfed in flames. As a result thereof, plaintiffs ALINNE
KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI sustained personal injuries. Plaintiffs ALINNE
KHALILL and EBRAHIM KHALILI were able to extricate themselves from the vehicle.

Plaintiffs’ decedent Sarah Khalili could not be exiricated from the vehicle; she burned to

death.

4
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND WRONGFUL. DEATH
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FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION FOR STRICT LIARILITY BY PLAINTIFES
ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALIL|I (PERSONAL INJURIES) AGAINST
ALL DEFENDANTS EXCEPT DOES 1 THOUGH 10 AND EXCEPT FOR DOES 151
THROUGH 200.

13. Plaintiffs hereby repeat, reallege, and incorporate each and every allegation
contained in paragraphs 1 through 12, inclusive. of this Complaint as though fully set
forth at iength herein.

14. At alt times mentioned herein, defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and DOES 11 to 100, knew and intended that
its 2001 Suzuki XL-7, including the subject 2001 Suzuki SI.-7 automobile, would be
purchased by members of the general public, and used by the purchasers, passengers,
and others without inspection for defects,

15. Plaintiffs are informed, believe and thereon allege that prior ta August 30,
2004, Victor Armenta purchased the subject 2001 XL-7 automobile.

16. At the time of the sale and distribution of the 2001 XL-7 automobile by
defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY
and DOES 11 to 100, inclusive, including the subject Suzuki 2004 XL-7 automobile,
said product was defective and unsafe for its intended purchase for the following, but
not limited to, reasons: |

(A) The Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobiles, including the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7
automobile, were defectively designed and manufactured in that the fuel tank was
located in a place so as to cause the unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire
as a resuit of a collision to the rear-end of the subject éutomobile;

(B} The Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobiles, including the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7
automobile, were defectively designed and manufactured in that né sufficient or
reasonable protection of the fuel tank existed, thereby creating the unreasonable risk of
rupture to the fuel tank, thereby causing a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a result of a

collision to the rear-end of the subject automobile;

5
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND WRONGFUL DEATH
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( C) The Suzuki 200‘-i XL-7 automdbi!es, including the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7
automabile, were defectively designed and manufactured in that fuel leakage was not
prevented or minimized due to rupture of the fuel tank, thereby creating the
unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the rear-
end of the subject automobile;

{D) The Suzuki 2001 XL-7 Suzuki automobiles, including the subject Suzuki
2001 XI-7 automobile, were defectively designed and manufactured in that associated
parts and components attached thereto, which were [ocated in the area of the fuel tank,
created the unreasonable risk of puncture to the fuel tank in the event of a rear-end
collision, thereby causing the unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a
result of a collision to the rear-end of the subject automobile;

(E) Sufficient warnings were not given to warn purchasers, users, and members
of the general and motoring public of the unreasonable and particular risk of a fuel-fed
explosion and fire as aresult of a collision to the rear-end of the Stizuki 2001 XL-7
automobiles, including the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobile.

(F) Sufficient tests or studies were not performed or conducted before, during,
and after the design and manufacture of the Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobiles, including
the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobile, to determine whether said automobiles were
safe; and _ _

(G) For any and all other reasons which are not ascertained at this time.

17. At all times mentioned herein, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC;
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD.;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD and DOES 101 to 150, inclusive, knew and intended that its 2000
Honda Accord automobiles, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord automobile,
would be purchased by members of the general public, and used by the purchasers,

passengers, and others without inspection for defects.

6
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18. Plaintiffs are informed, believe and thereon allege that prior to August 30,
2004, Sarah Khalili and/or one of the Khalili daughters purchased the subject 2000
Honda Accord.

19. Atthe time of the sale and distribution of the 2000 Honda Accord by |
defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH
AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.; HONDA OF AMERICA
MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEER!NG, LTD.; HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD and
lDOES 101 to 150, inclusive, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord automobile, said
product was defective and unsafe for its intended purchase for the following, but not
limited to, reasons:

(A) The 2000 Honda Accord, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord, were
defectively designed and manufactured in that front end and components parts thereof
when rear ending another vehicle became sharp objects that could puncture gas tanks
s0 as to cause the unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire;

(B} The 2000 Honda Accord, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord
automobile, were defectively designed and manufactured in that there was no sufficient
or reaéonab!e protection to the front end or component parts thereof such that when
exposed to fuel, a fire was avoided, thereby creating the unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed
explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the rear-end of the subject automaobile;

{ C) Sufficient warnings were not given to warn purchasers, users, and members
of the general and motoring public of the unreasonable and particular risk of a fuel-fed
explosion and fire as a resuit of a collision to the front end of the 2000 Honda Accord
automaobile, including the 2000 Honda Accord automobile,

(D) Sufficient tests or studies were not performed or conductedr before, duﬁng,
and after the design and manufacture of the 2000 Honda Accord automobile, including
the subject 2000 Honda Accard automabiie, to determine whether said automobiles

were safe; and
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(E} For any and all other reasons which are not ascertained at this time.

20. On August 30, 2004, the 2000 Honda Accord operated by plaintiff EBRAHIM
KHALILI, and occupied by ALINNE KHALILI and SARAH KHALILI, struck the rear-end
of the 2001 Suzuki XL-7 cperated by Victor Armenta, and as a proximate result of the
defects as alleged in both vehicles, causéd the fuel tank in the subject Suzuki XI.-7
automobile to rupture and explode, resulting in a fire that enguifed the Honda Accord.

21. As a proximate result of the defects in both vehicles, and the collision, fuel-
fed explosion and fire, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI suffered
serious and permanent injuries to their health, strength, -and activity, including but not
limited to, burns, and other injuries to their bodies, and severe shock to their nervous
systems, all of which have caused, now cause, and will continue to cause her great
physicat and mental pain and suffering, all to plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM
KHALILFs general damages in an amount according to proof.

22. As afurther proximate result of the defects in both vehicles, and the
collision, fuel-fed explosion and fire, and the injuries sustained thereby, plaintiffs
ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI have been, now are, and in the future will be,
required fo employ physicians, surgeons, and other medical personnel and incurred
expenses therefor, and have in the past, now are, and in the future will be required to
incur additional medical expenses fof hospital bills and other incidental medical
ex;ﬁenses, all to plaintiffs ALINNE KHALIL! and EBRAHIM KHALILFs damages in an
amount according to proof.

23. As a further proximate result of the defects in both vehicles, and the
cplliéion, fuel-fed expiosion and fire, and the injuries sustained thereby, plaintiffs
ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALIL! have been, now are, and in the future will be
prevented from and unable to attend to their usual occupation, and therefore, have in
the past, now are, and in the future will be sustaining lost eamings, all to plaintiffs
ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI's damages in an amount according to proof.
i
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SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION FOR STRICT LIABILITY BY ALL PLAINTIFFS
AS HEIRS OF SARAH KHALILI, DECEASED (WRONGFUL DEATH) AGAINST
ALL BEFENDANTS EXCEPT DOES 1 THOUGH 10 AND EXCEPT FOR DQES 151
THROUGH 200.

24 Plaintiffs hereby repeat, reallege, and incorporate each and every allegation
contained in paragraphs 1 through 23, inclusive, of this Complaint as though fully set
forth at length herein.

25. Plaintiffs ALINNE KHALIL], ALINNE KHALIL!: EBRAHIM KHALILI; ARSINNE
KHALILI, DIGRAN KHALLHI are the only known heirs of Sarah Khalili (hereinaftel;

' referred to as plaintiffs’ decedent) and are entitled to bring this action, including this

cause of action. Plaintiff EBRAHIM KHALILI was the lawfully wedded husband of -
plaintiffs' decedent. Plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and ARSINNE KHALILI were the
daughters of plaintiffs’ decedent. Plaintiif DIGRAN KHALIL] was the son of plaintiffs’
decedent.

26. On August 30, 2004, the 2000 Honda Accord operated by plaintiff EBRAHIM
KHALIL!, and occupied by ALINNE KHALILI and SARAH KHALILI, struck the rear-end
of the 2001 Suzuki XL-7 operated by Victor Armenta, and as a proximate rasult of the
defects as alleged in both vehicles, caused the fuel tank in the subject Suzuki XL-7
gutomobile to rupture and explode, resulting in a fire that enguifed the Honda Accord.

27. As a proximate result of the defects as alleged in both vehicles, and the
resulting fire that engulfed the Honda Accord, SARAH KHALILI burned to death in the
Honda Accard.

28. As afurther proximate result of the defects, the resulting fire and the death
of Sarah Khalili, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI, EBRARIM KHALILE, ARSINNE KHALILI
and DIGRAN KHALILI have been deprived of the decedent’s love, companionship.,
comfort, affection, society, services, moral support, and financial support, all to
plaintiffs’ damages in an amount according to proof.

29. As a further proximate result of the defects, the resuiting fire and the death
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of Sarah Khalili, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI; EBRAHIM KHALILI; ARSINNE KHALIL!
and DIGRAN KHALILI have incurred funeral and burial expenses, alf to plaintiffs’
damages in an amount according to proof. .
THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE BY PLAINTIFFS
ALINNE KHALILI AND EBRAHIM KHALILI (PERSONAL INJURIES) AGAINST
ALL DEFENDANTS EXCEPT DOES 1 THROUGH 10

30. Plaintiffs hereby repeat, reafiege, and incorporate each and every allegation
contained in paragraphs 1 through 29, inclusive, of this Complaint as though fully set
forth at tength herein.

31. At all times mentioned herein, defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and DOES 11 to 100, inclusive, had a duty to
properly design, engineer, manufacture, assemble, test, market, advertise, promote,
supply, distribute, and sefi the 2001 Suzuki XL-7 1989 automobiles, including the
subject 2001 Suzuki XL-7 automobile, including but not limited to, the engine, fuel tank,
fuel lines, fuel feed mechanisms, interior barriers, rear axle, rear bumper, body,
passenger doors, and all associated parts and components aitached thereto.

32. At alt times mentioned herein, defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and DOES 11 to 100, inclusive, knew, or in
the exercise of reasonable care should have known, that:

(A} The Suzuki 2001 XL-7 Suzuki automobiles, including the subject Suzuki
2001 XL-7 automobile, were negligently and carelessly designed, engineered,
assembled, manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied,
distributed, and sold in that the fuel tank was located in a place so as to cause the
unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the rear-
end of the subject automobile;

(B} The Suzuki 2001 XL-7 Suzuki automobiles, induding the subject Suzuki
2001 XL-7 automobile, were negligently and carelessly designed, engineered,

assembled, manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied,
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distributed, and sold in that no sufficient or reasonable protection of the fuel tank
existed, thereby creating the unreasonable risk of rupture to the fuel tank, thereby
causing a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the rear-end of the
subject automobile;

( C) The Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobiles, including the subject 2001 Suzuki XL-7
automobite, were negligently and carelessly designed, engineered, assembled,
manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied, distributed, and sold
in that the fuel leakage was not prevented or minimized due to rupture of the fuel tank,
thereby creating the unreasonabile risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a result of a
collision to the rear-end of the subject automobile;

(D) The Suzuki 2001 Xi.-7 automobiles, including the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7
automobile, were negligently and carelessly designed, engineered, assembled,
manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied, distributed, and sold
in that associated parts and components attached thereto, which were located in the
area of the fuel tank, created the unreasonable risk of puncture to the fuel tank in the
event of a rear-end collision, thereby causing the unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed
explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the rear-end of the subject automobile;

(E) Sufficient warnings were not given to warn purchasers, users, and members

of the general and motoring pubtic of the unreasonable and particular risk of a fuei-fed

explosion and fire as a result of a cotlision to the rear-end of the Suzuki 2001 XL-7
automobiles, including the subject 2001 XL-7 automobile: |

(F) Sufficient tests or studies were not performed or conducted before, during,
and after the design and manufacture of the Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobiles. including
the subject Suzuki 2001 XL-7 automobile, to determine whether said automobiles were
safe; and |

(G) For any and alf other reasons which are not ascertained at this time.

33. At all times mentioned herein, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC ; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.-

11
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HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD,;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD and DOES 101 to 150, inclusive, had a duty to properly design,
engineer, manufacture, assemble, test, market, advertise, promote, supply, distribute,
and sell the 2000 Honda Accord automobiles, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord
automobile, including but not fimited to, the front end and components parts thereof.

34. At all times mentioned herein, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, ING.:
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD.;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD and DOES 101 to 150, inclusive, knew, or in the exercise of
reasonable care should have known, that: |

(A} The 2000 Honda Accord automobiles, including the subject 2000 Honda
Accord, were negligently and carelessly designed, engineered, assembled,
manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied, distributed, and sold
in that the front end and components parts thereof when rear ending another vehicle
became sharp objects that could puncture gas tanks so as to cause the unreasonable
risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire;

(B) The 2000 Honda Accord automobiles, including the subject 2000 Honda
Accord automobile, were negligently and carelessly.designed, engineered, assembled,
manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied, distributed, and sold
in that there was no sufficient or reasonable protection to the front end or component
parts thereof such that when exposed to fuel, a fire was avoided, thereby creating the
unreasonable risk of a fuel-fed explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the rear-
end of the subject automobile; |

( C) Sufficient warnings were not given to wamn purchasers, users, and members
of the general and motoring public of the unreasonable and particujar risk of a fuel-fed

explosion and fire as a result of a collision to the front end of the 2000 Honda Accord

12 .
COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES FOR PERSONAL INJURIES AND WRONGFUL DEATH

PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
15
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

EA12-005

autormobile, including the 5000 Honda Accord auiomaobile, and

(E) For any and all other reasons which are not ascertained at this time.

35. At all times mentioned herein, defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and DOES 11 to 100, inclusive, so
negligently and carelessly designed, engineered, assemb[éd, manufadtured, tested,
marketed, advertised, promoted, supplied, distributed, and sold the Suzuki 2001 XL-7
automobiles, including the subject Suzuki 2000 XL-7 auﬁombbile that on August 30,

2004, the 2000 Honda Accord aperated by plaintiff EBRAHIM KHALILI, and occupied

by ALINNE KHALILI and SARAH KHALILI, struck the rear-end of the 2001 Suzuki XL-7

operated by Victor Armenta, and as a proximate result of the defects as alleged in both
vehicles, caused the fuel tank in the subject Suzuki XL-7 automobile to rupture and
explode, resulting in a fire that enguifed the Honda Accord.

36. At all times mentioned herein, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC ;
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD ;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD and DOES 101 to 150, inclusive, so negligently and carelessly
designed, engineered, assembled, manufactured, tested, marketed, advertised,
promoted, supplied, distributed, and sold the 2000 Honda Accord automobiles,
including the subject 2000 Honda Accord automoebile that on August 30, 2004, the 2000
Honda Accord operated by plaintiff EBRAHIM KHALILI, and occupied by ALINNE
KHALILY and SARAH KHALILY, struck the rear-end of the 2001 Suzuki XL-7 operated
by Victor Armenta, and as a proximate result of the defects as alleged in both vehicles,
caused the fuel tank in the subject Suzuki XL-7 automobile to rupture, resulting in a
fuel-fed fire that engulfed the Honda Accord.

37. As a proximate result of the negligence and carelessness of defendants,
and each of them, and of the collision, fuel-fed explosion and fire, PIaintiffs ALINNE
KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI suffered serious and permanent injuries to their
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health, strength, and activity, including but not limited to, burns, and other injuries to
their bodies, and severe shock to their nervous systems, all of which have caused, now
cause, and will continue to cause her great physical and mental pain and suffering, all
to plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI’s.general damages in an amount
according to proof. |

38. As a proximate result of the negligence and carelessness of defendants,

-and each of them, and of the collision, fuel-fed explosion and fire and the injuries

sustained thereby, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALIL! have been, now
are, and in the future will be, required to employ physicians, surgeons, and other
medical personnel and incurred expenses therefor, and have in the past, now are, and
in the future will be required to incur additional medical expenses for hospital bills and
other incidental medical expenses, all to plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM
KHALILI's damages in an amount according to proof.

39. As a proximate result of the negligence and carelessness of defendants,

‘and each of fhem, and of the collision, fuel-fed explosion and fire and the injuries

sustained thereby, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and EBRAHIM KHALILI have been, now
are, and in the future will be prevented from and unabie to attend to their usual
oéa.:-ijpatiorf; and therefore, have in the past, now are, and in the future wili be |
sustaining lost eamings, all to plaintiff ALINNE KHALILT and EBRAHIM KHALILI's
damages in an amount according o proof.
FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION FOR NEGLIGENCE BY ALL PLAINTIFFS
AS HEIRS OF SARAH KHALILI, DECEASED (WRONGFUL DEATH) AGAINST
ALl DEFENDANTS EXCEPT DOES 1 THOUGH 10

40. Plaintiffs hereby repeat, reallege, and incorporate each and every allegation
contained in paragraphs 1 through 39, inclusive, of this Complaint as though fuily set
forth at length herein. -

41. Plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI, ALINNE KHALILl; EBRAHIM KHALILE ARSINNE
KHALILI; DIGRAN. KHALILI are the only known heirs of Sarah Khémi (hereinafter
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referred o as plaintiffs’ decedent) and are entitled fo briné this action, ih'c'l'uding this
cause of action. Plaintiff EBRAHIM KHALILI was the lawfully wedded husband of
plaintiffs’ decedent. Plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI and ARSINNE KHALILI were the
daughters Sf plaintiffs’ decedent. Plaintiff DIGRAN KHALIL] was the son of plaintiffs’
decedent. |

42. At all times mentioned herein, defendants SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and
AMERICAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY and DOES 11 to 100, inclusive, had a duty to
properly design, engineer, manufacture, assemble, test, market, advertise, promote,
supply, distribute, and sell the 2001 Suzuki XL-7 1989 automobiles, including the
subject 2001 Suzuki XL-7 automobile, including but not limited to, the engine, fuel tank,
fuel lines, fuel feed mechanisms, interior barriers, rear axle, rear bumper, body,
passenger doors, and all associated parts and components attached thereto.’

43. At all times mentioned herein, defendants AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, INC.; HONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.;
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA ENGINEERING, LTD.;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD and DOES 101 to 150, inclusive, had a duty to properly design,
engineer, manufacture, assemble, test, market, advertise, promote, supply, distribute,
and sell the 2000 Honda Accord automobiles, including the subject 2000 Honda Accord
automobile, including but not fimited to, the front end and components parts thereof.

44. On August 30, 2004, the 2000 Honda Accord operated by plaintiff EBRAHIM
KHALILI, and occupied by ALINNE KHALIL! and SARAH KHALILI, struck the rear-end
of the 2001 Suzuki XL-7 operated by Victor Armenta, and as a proximate result of the
negligence and carelessness of the defendants, and each of them, as hersin alleged,
the fuel tank in the subject Suzuki XL-7 automobile ruptured, resulting in a fuel-fed fire
that engulfed the Honda Accord.

45, As a proximate result of the negligence and carelessne§s of the defendants,

and each of them, and of the collision, fuel-fed explosion and the resulting fire that
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1 || enguifed the Honda Accard, SARAH KHALILI burned to death in the Honda Accord.

2 46. As afurther proximate result of the negligence and carelessness of the

3 || defendants, and each of them, of the collision, the fuel-fed explosion, the resulting fire,
4 I and the death of Sarah Khalili, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILE, EBRAHIM KHALILS:

5 || ARSINNE KHALILI and DIGRAN KHALILI have been deprived of the decedent’s love,
companionship, comfort, affection, saciety, services, moral support, and financial

6

7 || support, all to plaintiffs’ damages in an amount according to proof.

8 47. As a further proximate result of the negligence and carelessness of the
9

defendants, and each of them, of the collisian, the fusl-fed explosion, the resulting fire,
10 || and the death of Sarah Khalili, plaintiffs ALINNE KHALILI; EBRAHIM KHALILE:
11 || ARSINNE KHALILI and DIGRAN KHALILI have incurred funeral and burial expenses,

12 { all to plaintiffs’ damages in an amount according to proof.

13 WHEREFORE, piaintiffs pray for judgment against defendants, and each of
14 i them, as follows:

15 FIRST AND THIRD CAUSES OF ACTION

16 1. . General damages according to proof at the time of trial.

17 2. Medical expenses according to proof at the time of trial.

18 3. Future [oss of wages according to proof at the time of trial.

19 4. Special damages according to proof at the time of trial.

20 5, Pre-judgment interest according to proof.

21 6. For all costs of suit herein incurred.

22 7. For such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.
23 SECOND AND FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION

24 1 General damages according to proof;

25 2. Special damages according to proof;

26 3. Funeral and burial expenses according to proof:

27 4. Prejudgment interest;

23 5. For all costs of suit herein incurred: and

16
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1 8. For such other and further relief as the Court may deem ji.iSt and proper.
2 i DATED: January 24, 2006 LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL L. QRAN
; MOGHADDAM! & SADIGH
4 - sy L
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Michael L. Oran, Esg. ($110970)

‘Kathy B. Seuthe, Esq. (#122050)

Law Offices of Michael L. Oran
550 5. Hope Street, Suite 1000
Los Angeles, CA 920071

Tel: (213) 624-1177

Fax: (213} 524-1161

All Moghaddami, Esqg. (# 174548)
James Sadigh, Esqg.. (#140199)
Moghaddami & Sadigh

333 E. Glencaks Boulevard, Suite 202
Glendale, CA 91207

Tel: (818) 500-4111

Fax: (818) 500-4114

Attorneys for Plainfiffs

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - EAST DISTRICT

CASE NO. KC047709 R
[Case Assigned to Judge
Robert A. Dukes, Dept. R]

ALINNE XKBALILI; EBRAHIM
KHALILI,; ARSINNE KHALILI;
DIGRAN KHALILI,

Plaintiffs, NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGHNMENT

VS,

SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN
SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY,; AMERICAN
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.:
HCONDA NORTH AMERICA, INC.;
HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.;
HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTURING,
INC.; HONDA ENGINBEERING, LTD.:;
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, LTD.:;
HONDA RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY, LTD. and DOES 1 to
200, Inclusive,

Defendants.

[ R R P R A et il

TO ALL PARTIES AND TO THEIR ATTORNEYS:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the above entitled action has heen

assigned to Judge Robert A. Dukes, for all purposes, in

1
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} Department R, of the above entitled Court, located at 400 Civic
2 || center Plaza, Pomona, CA 91766.
3 1. Attached is a copy of the ADR Information package,
4 including Information re: Cases Referred to ADR,
5 Stipulation to Participate in Alternative Dispute
6 Resolution, L.A.S.C. ADR Prograﬁs, L.A. County Dispute
7 Resolution Programs Act (DRPA) Contractors.
8 2. For quick and proper routing of documents, please place
9 the Department Letter Designation (“R”) at the end of
10 the casﬁ/number on all subsequent filings.
11 || DATED: January'z 3, 2006 LAW OFFICES QF MICHAEI: I.. QORAN
» : MOGHADBDAMT & SADIGH
12
13 ! {
BYy .
14 MICHAEL 1. ORAN
KATHY B. SEUTHE
15 ALT MOGHADDAMT
JAMES SADIGH
16
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Superior Court of Gallforma, County of Los Angeles

JOHN A. CLARKE
EXECUTIVE OFFICERICLERK

INFORMATION RE: CASES REFERRED TO ADR

The Los Angeles Superior Court Allernative Dispute Resclution (ADR) Program is governed by
Los Angeles Superior Court Rules, Chapter Twelve, California Rules of Court, rules 1600-1638

riavnd Code of Civil Procedure sections 1141.10-1141.31 and 1775-1775.15.

EA12-005

ADR Clerk
This referral has been assigned to the ADR Clerk located at the courthouse indicated at right.

Initiating The ADR Process
Upon referral to ADR, the parfies must immediately:
1. Complete the ADR intake forms
a. ADR Case Referral Intake (ADR 039) — To be fuily completed by plaintiff.
b. ADR Demeographic Information (ADR 011} — One sheet must be compieted for
each litinant nammed in the action.
2, Submit comp

Extra forms maybe obtained from the Court's website
then Forms) or the ADR Clerk.

(www Iasunenomourtorg click on ADR

Neutral Selection -

General Jurisdiction — The parties may select a Neutral from the Court's website and indicate
their choice on the ADR Case Referral Intake. If the Neutral is not avallable at the time the
ADR Clerk receives the Intake, the ADR Clerk will randomly select another Neutral,

Limited Jurisdiction — The ADR Clerk randomly selects the Neutral.

Should the parties decide to coniract a private ADR Neutral, plaintiff should immediately notify
the ADR Clerk and assigned Neutfral (if any).

ADR Gompletion Date

Unless the Court has sef a completion date, the ADR Clerk will set a completion date at the
60th day from the date of assignment in mediation cases and af the 90th day in arbilratiop
cases.

Where To File Documents

Filed directly with the ADR Clerk:
o Disqualification of ADR Neutral (LASC Rules 12.8)

Notice of ADR Hearing (inciuding amended notices)

Statement of Agreement or Nonagreement {mediation only)

Award of Arbitrator (arbitration only)

Request for Trial de Novo (arbitration only)

Notice of Settlement
NOTE- The ADR Clerk processes documents related io cases going through the Court's
ADR program only. Documeants related to cases going through private ADR, binding
arbitration, contractual arbitration, mandatory fee arbitration, etc., are to be filed directly
with the Civil Clerk or assigned Courfroom. -

Fited directly with the Civil Clerk or Referring Courtroom:
¢ Motion fo Exiend ADR Completion Date

Noftice or Order Extending ADR Completion Date**

Notice or Order Removing Case from ADR**

Stipulation Re Settliement

Request for Dismissal**

Al other papers (i.e., motions, orders to show cause, etc.) related to the case

**Wilh a copy to the ADR Clerk

C 000

o0 0QO0

IF THIS CASE HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY SENT TO THE COURT'S ADR PROGRAM, PLEASE
IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE ADR CLERK.

KR 048 0401 INFORMATION RE: CASES REFERRED TO ADR

(Rev. 08-05)
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ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESQOLUTION (ADR) -

COURTHOUSE:

[Amambra
150 W. Commaonwealth Ave., 91801
(626} 308-6529

{IBeverly Hills
9356 Burton Way, 50210
{310} 288-1300

DOBurbank
300 E. Clive Ave., Rm. 2325, 91502
(618) 557-3482

LI Chatsworth
$425 Penfild SL, Rm, 1200, 91311
{818) 576-0565

ClCompton
200'W. Compton Bl., Rm. 1002, 90220
£310) B03-3072

LCJE1 Monde (Rie Honda)
11234 E. Valley BL, Rm. 100, 31731
{6265} 5754268

OGkendale
EOL E. Broadway, Rm. 273, 91206
{818} 500-3160

[inglewacd
One Regent St.. Ren. 530, 89301
{310} 419-5701

[Lancaster (Antelape Vattey)
42011 4ty St Wasl, 83534
(861) 9747247

[ClLong Beach
415 W, Ocean Bi,, Rm. 316, 90802
[582) 4848372

Blos Angeles
111 N Hill 51, Rm. 143, 90012
(213) 974-5425

CImMaliou
23525 Givio Genter Way, 5[!265
(310) £55-0595

DONonwalk
12720 Noswalk Bl., Rm. 308, 80650
{562) 807-7243

OPFasadena
300 E, Wakwt St, Rm. 108, 81103
(626) 4565685

OFemona
400 Civic Center Plaza, Rm. 106, 91766
(209) 620-3183

[ORedonde Beach (Beach Cities}
117 W. Torrance Bl., Rm, 100, 90277
{310} 798-6875

O%an Pedio
B05 5. Cenlre St, Rm. 209, 90731
{310) 519-5151

[OSeanta Monica
1725 Main St., R 203, 90401
(310) 260-1829

[Terrance
825 Maple Ave,, Rm. 100, 20503
{310) zz2-1701

OVan Nuys
6230 Sylmar Ave., Rra. 531, 84401
{818) 374-2337

[IWest Covina (Citrus)
1427 West Covina Py, 91750
(626) 813-3270




NAHE, ADDRESS, AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF ATTORNEY QR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY: STATE BAR NMUMBER

Reservad far Clerk’s File Stamp !
ATTORMNEY FOR {Name) -
SUPERIOR COURT QOF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
COURTHOUSE ADDRESS:
PLAINFIFE:
DEFENDANT:

STIPULATION TO PARTICIPATE IN CASE TIEER:
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTIQN (ADR)

The undersigned parties stipuiate to participate in Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR}) in the above-eniitled action, as -
follows: ’

1. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS:
, [ Mediation
: [} Non-Binding Arbitration
{1 Binding Arbitration
L] Setflement Conference
1 Other ADR Process (describe):

2. NEUTRAL:
1 Court Panel; The parties request the assignment of one of the following neutrals from the Courl's

7] Pro Bond Pane! (no charge to the parties for the first 3 hours of hearing ime)
[_] The parties request that the ADR Clerk select the neutral. ~

If neither choice of neutral is available, the Court’s ADR Office will select the neutral.

L} Party Pay Panel ($150.00 per hour charge to the parties for the first 3 hours of hearing time)

First choice: ] Alternate:

Dated:

Name of Stipulating Party - Name of Parly or Attomey Exgcuting Stipulation  Signature of Party or Attomey-
[ Plaintif ] Defendant [ Cress-defendant

Name of Stipulating Party- Mame of Party or Attomey Executing Sfipwiation  Signature of Party or Attomey Co
[ Plaintiff - [J Defendant [J Cross-defendant

(3 Additlenal signature{s) on reverse

ADR 001 10-04 . ) STIPULATION TO PARTIC'PATE IN Cat. Reles of Court, ruI: 1.9
HASC Anproved ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR) Fegetar
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LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION (ADR) PROGRAMS

CRC 201.9(c)
Information about Altemative Dispute Resolution

The plaintiff shall serve a copy of the ADR Information package on each defendant along with the complaint,

ADR PROGRAMS

"Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADRY" is the term used to describe all the cther options available for settling a
dispute which once had to be setfled in court. ADR processes such as arbitration, mediation and settiement
conferences are less formal than court and provide opportunities for litigants fo reach an agreement using a
problem-solving approach rather than the more adversarial approach of litigation.

MEDIATION A neutral third party calted a “mediator” helps pariicipants in the dispute create their own
resolution. The mediator helps facilitate a discussion in which the parties reach a mutually
agreed upon seitlement. Therefore, mediation allows for more creative resolutions to disputes
than other ADR processes.

The Court Mediation Program is governed by Code of Civil Procedure {CCP) 1775-1775.15,
California Rules of Court (CRC) 1620-1622 and 1630-1639, Evidence Code 1115-1128, and
Los Angeles Superior Court (LASC) Rules Chapter 12.

ARBITRATION A neutral third party called an “arbitrator” listens 1o each side in the dispute present its case,
The arbitrator, who is an attorney, issues a decision based on the evidence. Although evidence
is presented, arbitration is a less formal process than litigation. The decision is non-binding
unless the paries agree in wiiting to binding arbitration.

The Court Arbifration Program s govemned by Code of Civii Procedure (CCP) 1141.10-1141.31,
California Rules of Court (CRC) 1600-1618, and Los Angeles Superior Court (LASC) Rules
Chapter 12.

SETTLEMENT A neutral third parly called a setilement officer, who is also a retired judge, assists the parties in
CONFERENCE negoltiating their own settlement and may evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the case,

JURISDICTIONAL LIMITATIONS

MEDIATION &  Any case in which the amount in dispute is between $25,000-$50,000 per plaintiff, and was not
ARBITRATION previously refemred to the Court ADR Program, can be sent to the Court ADR Program for
inediation or arbitration by stipulation, elect ion by piaintiff or order of the court,

Parties may voluntarily request or initiate a mediation or arbitration proceeding, regardless of
the amount in dispute.

SETTLEMENT Any case, regardless of the amount in dispute, may be ordered to a settlement conferance.
CoNrFERENCE There is no monetary limit.

REFERRAL INFORMATION

After the Court determines the suitability of a case for ADR, the Court directs the parties to the ADR

Depariment to initiate the ADR process. Once the parties have completed the ADR intake forms, a Neutral may
be selected.

- ADR 005 10-03 o ' ) Page 1 of 2

LASC Approved
Rev. 07-05)}
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY
- DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROGRAMS ACT (DRPA) CONTRACTORS

The foliowing arganizations provide mediation services under contract with the Los Angeles County

- Department of Community & Senior Services. Services are provided to parties in any civil case filed in the Los
Angeles County Superior Court. Services are not provided under this program to family, probate, traffic,
criminal, appeliate, mental health, unlawful detainerfeviction or juvenite court cases.

Asian-Pacific American Dispute Resolution Cenier

(213) 250-8190
{Spanish & Asian lahguages capability)

California Academy of Mediation Professionals
(818) 377-7250

Center for Conflict Resolution
(818) 380-1840

inland Valleys Justice Center

(909) 397-5780
" (Spanish language capability)

" Office of the Los Angeles City Attorney Dispute Resolution Program
(213) 485-8324
{Spanish language capability)

Los Angeles County Bar Association Dispute Resolution Services

toll free number 1-877-4Resolve (737-6583) or (213) 896-6533
{Spanish language capability) -

Los Angeles County Department of Consumer Affairs

(213) 974-0825
(Spanish language capability}

The Loyola Law School Center for Conflict Resolution

(213) 736-1145
{Spanish language capability)

Martin Luther King Legacy Association Dispute Resolufion Center

- i {323) 290-4132
{Spanish language capability)

City of Norwalk
(562) 929-5603 .

| DRPA Contracters do not provide legal advice or assistance, including help with responding
to summonses. Accessing these services does not negate any responsibility you have to
respond to a summons or appear at any set court date. See the reverse side of this sheet for
information on the mediation process and ebtaining legal advice.

THIS IS A TWO-SIDED DOCUMENT.

ADR 007 07-04 Pagatofz: ™

LASGC Approved
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'NOTICE

- All Civil Complaints and Civil Pétiﬁoﬁs‘ are assigned to a ;

. Judicial Officer fdr ALL PURPOSES. The letter CASE
 NUMBER DISIGNATION atthe END ofthe

| __INbICATES the _DEPARTI\IENT to which fhe case
has been ASSIGNED. |

For QUICK & PROPER ROUTING, of your documents,

please, placethe DEPARTMENT LETTER ~ =

DESIGNATION at the END of the CASE NUMBER on |

ALL SUBSEQUENT documents filings.

.Thahk You.

EA12-005
PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION
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ALINNE KHALILI, et al. vs. SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY, et al.
L.A.S$.C., EAST DISTRICT, CASE NO. KC047709 R

PROCF OF SERVICE

STATE CF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

I am empleved in the county of Los Arngeles, State of
California. I am over the age of 18 and not a party to the
within action; my business address is 550 South Hope Street,
Suite 1008, Los Angeles, CA 90071.

On January 25, 2006, I served the following document de-
scribed as NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT on the interested parties in
this action, by placing the original a true copy _X theresof
enclosed in sealed envelopes addressed as follows:

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST

X BY MATL.. I deposited such envelope in the mail at Los
Angeles, California. The envelope was mailed with postage there-
on fully prepaid. As follows: I am "readily familiar" with the
firm's practice of collection and processing correspondence for
mailing. Under that practice it would be deposited with U.S.
Postal Service on that same day with postage thereon fully pre-
pald at Los Angeles, California in the ordinary course of busi-
ness. I am aware that on motion of the party served, service is
presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter

date is more than one day after date of deposit for mailing in
affidavit.

Executed on January 25, 2006 , at Los Angeles, California.

(BY PERSONAL SERVICE)} I delivered such envelope by hand to
the cffices of the addressee.

Executed on , 2006, at Los Angeles, California.

X  (STATE) I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws
of the State of California that the above is true and correct.

(FEDERAL} I declare that I am employed in the office of a
member of the bar of this court at whose direction the service

was made.
/(Mw

<1;H/)JULIE EASLY C?

3
NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT

PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION




1 'SERVICE LIST
2 || ALINNE KHALILI, et al. vs. SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY et al.
L.A.5.C., BASYT DISTRICT, CASE NO. KC04770% R
3 :
4 AMERTCAN SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY Defendant
5| 3251 E. Imperial Hwy.
Brea, CA 92821-6795
6 TEL: {(714) 996-7040
FAX: (714} 524-8499
7
8 AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC. Defendant
1219 Torrance Blwvd.
9| Torrance, cA 90501-2746
TEL: (310) 783~2000
100 Fax: (310) 783-2110
11 _
s HONDA NORTH AMERTICA, INC. Defendant
12 1919 Torrance Blwvd.
Torrance, CA 90501-2746
13 TEL: (310) 783~ 2000
14 '
Defendant
15 HONDA R & D AMERICAS, INC.
1900 Harpers Way
16 || Torrance, CA 90501-1521
TEL: (310} 781-5500
17
18 HONDA OF AMERICA MANUFACTOURING, .INC. Defendant
Honda Parkway
19 24000 U.S. Rte. 33
Marysville, Ohic 43040
TEL: (937) ©42-5000
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
4
NOTICE OF CASE ASSIGNMENT
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STATION LINE:

A station line was established along the south roadway edge of eastbound SR-80. Station 0+00 was
located 1172 ft west of the west roadway edge of Lemon Ave. The station numbers increase in valug ina
assterly direction. All measurements were taken at fight angles off the station iine

All measurements wera taken with a roll meter.

VEMICLE POINTS OF REST:

Description Distance left of atation line Location on station line.

R/F Tire of V-1 37.5¢t 1+65

R/IR Tire of V-1 38 1t 1+67

LF Tire of V-1 42.5 ft 1466

L/R Tire of V-1 431 1+58

R/F Tire of V-2 28 1t 1+68

R/R Tire of V.2 37t 1467

{JF Tire of V=2 2% 1473

L/R Tire of V-2 38 1t {72
PREPARER'S NAME AND (.D. NUMBER  SATE REVIEWER'S NAME DATE
6. HRALTA In 544 08-80-04
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NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL, o pAcE T o U
DATE OF INCIDENT - TIME NCIC NUMEER OFILCER 1.0, NUMBER
08-30-04 900 9550 - 17529

EACTS

NOTIFICATION;

At 0005 hours, I received a call rom CHP dispatch of a traffic collision with the Fire Dept. and an
ambulance responding. | responded from westbound SR-60 west of Brea Canycen Rd and armived on
scene at approximately 0008 hours.

All times, speeds, and measurements are approximate. Measurements were obtained by Roll Meter

At the seene of this collision, eastbound SR-60 west of Lermon Ave, is a four lane, straight, flay,
level, conerete construction full freeway. Traffic lanes are delineated by pamted white hnes and
raised botts dote. The traffic lanes of castbound SR-6¢ west of Lemon Ave are pordered to the north
by an asphalt shoulder followed by a concrete divider wall. To the south, a solid white [ing separates
the waffic lanes from an asphalt shoulder and the concrete divider.

v T1ES;

P-1 was located standing on the left shoulder of eastbound SR-60 west of Lemon Ave. He
(dentified himsclf as the driver of V-1 and presented a valid class ¢ California Driver’s License,
identifying himself as IS { Y orba Linda, CA.

v-1 (Honda) was found at the scene, on all four wheels, facing ¢ast in the position depicted on the
physical evidence ciagram. V-1 sustained major thermal damage to the cntire vehicle. V-1 also
sustained moderaie damage to the front end. including but not limited to, the hood, front buiper.
headlight assembly, grille, and front fenders,

No prior defects were observed or noted.

P2 [ 25 located standing on the left shoulder of eastbound SR-6¢ west of Lemon Ave.
He identified himself as the driver of V-2 and presented 2 vafid class ¢ Califoruia Drivec’s License,
identifying hirself 2s [ INGNNG  f o2, CA.

V-2 (Suzuki) was found at the seene, on all four wheels, facing south in the positior: depicted on the
physical evidence diagram. V-2 sustained major thermal damago 1o the entire vehicle. V-2 also
sustained moderate damage to its rear end, including but not limited to, the rear quarter panels,
taiflights, and rear bumper. There was also damage to the front of V-2 due to 2 previous traffic
collision,

No prior defects were observed or noted.

“PREPARED BY T RUKBER BATE REVIPWER § NAYE " BATE -
A. NORRIS #17529 08-30-03
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NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL . . eage T or I
DATE OF iINCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER OFFICER I.D. NUMBER
08-30-04 0001 93550 17529
P-3 () was located standing on the left shoulder of ¢/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave. He idenufied
himself as the driver of V-3 and presented a valid class ¢ California Driver's License, identifying
himself 2 [N | Carlsbad, CA.
V-3 (Audi) was found at the scene, in the #1 lane of ¢/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave, tacing east. V-3
sustained moderate damage 10 its rear end, including but not limited to, its rear bumper, trunk, and
rear quarter panels.
No prior defects were observed or noted.
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:
Damage to V-1 (Honda), V-2 (Suzukl), and V-3 (Audi) as a result of the wraffic collision.
Refer to pages #5 and #6 for a detailed description of physical evidence.
Photographs were taken at the scene of the collision by Sergeant Reyes, #10296, and were stored in
the California Highway Patrol/Santa Fe Springs photograph locker.

OLHER FACTUAL INFQRMA TON:

The following is a list of California Highway Patrol/Santa Fe Springs personnel who assisted at the
scene:

Sgt. Reyes, #10296 Supervisor/Photographs

Officer A, Norris, #17529 Investigating officer/ Photographs
Officer G. Garcia, #17544 Factual diagram

Officer P. Rogers, #16174 Photographs

Officer P. Antillon, #17179 CHP 180 (vehicle inventory)
Officer N. Robinson #14373 Assisted/Traffic Control

Officer L. Pitter, #16166 Assisted/Traffic Control

Officer A. Branch, #16944 Assisted/Traffic Control

Officer J. Griffin #16935 Assisted/Trafiic Control

California Highway Patrol Officer Norns, #17529, pronounced Sarah Khalili deceased ar the scene
at 0015 hours.

FPREPAKED BY 1D, NUMEER DATE REVIEWER S NAME DATE
A. NORRIS #17529 08-3(_);:03 —
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL page T or !
DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER OVEICERID. | NUMBER
08-30-04 0001 9550 17529

OTHER FACTUAL INFORMATION (CONTINUED):

The following is a list of Los Angeles County Fire and Paramedic Personncl (Station 118 & 119)
who responded to the scene:

Moore Captain

Felipe Fircfighter
Montoya Fircfighter
Harmon Firefighter
Seyarto Fircfighter
Robertson Firefighter
Valdilleza BRat. Chief
Walsh Firefighter
Douty Firefighter
Combe Fircfighter

The following is a list of Los Angeles County Coroner personnel who responded to the scene:
Coroner Case #2004-06521

Ratcliff (32 Robert)-Coroner Investigator

V-2 (Suzuki) and V-3 (Audl) were involved in a prior traffic collision. (T/C #8-810)

At the scene. T did not observe any signs or symptoms of intoxication from P-1, P-2, ot P-3. At that
time it was determined that all parties were not under the influence of drugs or an alcoholic beverage
ar the time of the collision.

24 HOUR PROFILE:

1 spoke to P-1s IEEBBcomey, Ali R Moghaddanti, on 02-18-05 at approximately 0100 hours
concerning a 24 hour profile on his client. /A letter Was received on 02-22-05 with this information.

(See pages S-1 and $-2)

STATEMENTS:

P-1 _ rclated he was driving in V-1 (Honda), castbound on SR-60, in the #1 lanc. at an
unknown speed, to the rear of V-2 (Suzuki). P-] stated, "l was going along in the #1 lane when |
saw something on the road. I pushed the brakes. Y don’t know what it was T saw or what 1 hit. Then,
the car caught on fire. 1 got out and tried to reach in the back to get my wife out, but I couldn’.” 1
contacted P-1's attorncy, Ali Moghaddami on 02- 18-05 at 0100 hrs to see if his ¢lient could provide

PREPARED BY 1.D. NUMBER DATE REVIEWER'S NAME DATE

A. NORRIS #17529 03-30-03
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NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL PAGE /COF t/
DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCYC NUMBER OFF{ICER LD, NUMBER

08-30-04 0001 95350 17329

come additional information surrounding this twaffic collision. He explained that he would try. )
contasied Moghaddari later that afternoon 10 s¢e what information he could provide. Moghaddarnu
related that his client (P-1) has no recollection of what happened prior to the accident, doesn't
yemember how far ahead V-2 was in front of him, and didn’t remember seeing any lights corming
from the rear of V-2.

P-2 I c<!>1cd he was stopped in V-2 (Suzuki) due 1o heavy traffic, easibound on SR-60, in
the #1 lane, 1o the rear of V-3 (Audi). P-2 stated, “ was traveling with the flow of waffic. I don't
remember how fast. Suddenly all traffic lanes came 10  stop. 1 looked 2head and saw 3
construction crew putting cones out and I tummed to my wife and told ber we were soing o be here
for a while. After about 3 to 4 seconds, and I got hit from behind. I got out of my vehicle and
realized that something was on fire so T went 10 the passenger side 1o get my wife ont. I then saw the
driver of the Honda get out of his car and start screaming that his wife was still in the car. Idid not
talk to anybody, I was just busy trying to get away from the cars because of the fire.”

p-3 [ relared he was swopped in V-3 (Audi) due to heavy traffic. eastbound on $R-60, in the #1
lane, west of Lemon Ave, P-3 stated, “I was stopped because traffic was stopped. All of a sudden, 1
got banged from behind (Previous collision #8-810). Twas looking forward just before 1 got hit, but
when I felt the impact, | looked back and saw the mini van or SUV that it me (V-2). The hit pushed
me into the Mitsubishi in front of me. Then [ heard a big bang and felt a second hit or push. Maybe
about 2 seconds later. Then the car that hit me started on fire. I pulled my car ahead and parked.” I
re-contacted P-3 on 02-22-05 at approximately 1630 hrs via telephone for additicnal information
about this collision. P-3 related that he was traveling at about 65-70 mph when traific suddenty
came to a stop. He did not know why traffic stopped and did not remember if all Janes were atopped.
When asked if he impacted the Mitsubishi that was in front ef him a second time, ke related that he
did not because the vehicle was pushed away from him on the first itnpact.

Passengor R v 2 in V-1 at the time of this raffic collision. o
essence that they were on their way home from & church function and was asleep in the front
passenger seat prior to the collision. The collision woke her and at this time she noticed that V-1
was on fire. She exited the vehicle and tried to remove NG o the back seat, but conid
not because of the intense heat.

OPNIONS AND CONCLUSIONS:
SUMMARY:

P-3 was stopped in V-3 due 10 heavy taffic, eastbound on SR-60Q, in the #1 lane, west of Lemoen
Ave P-2 had been castbound on SR-60, in the #1 lance, west of Lemon Ave, when he was involved
in s previous traffic colligion (TC#8-810) with V-3 and stopped in that same lane. P-i was driving
in V-1, eastbound on SR-60, in the #1 lang, al an undetermined speed, to the rear of V-2. P-1 suw
something in the roadway and applied V-1 ‘s brakes, however dug to P-1°s unsafe speed, P-1 fai ied 1o
stop in time and the front of V.1 struck the rear of V-2. The force of this impact pushed V-2 forward
into the rear of V-3, V-1 and V-3 came to rest in the #1 Janc facing cast. V-2 came to rost straddlmg

PREFAKEDBY LD NUMBEP. DATE REVIEWER'S NAME TDATZ
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DATE OF INCIDENT TIME NCIC NUMBER QFFICER 1.D. NUMBER
08-320-04 0001 9550 17529
1 the #1 and #2 lanes, facing in a southerly direction. Becausc of the impact, both V-1 and V-2 canght
2 fire and became fully engulfed in Names. P-3 drove his vehicle forward in order to get away from
3 the flataes. Both, P~} aud passenger . :td (he vehicle and triad to remove o
4 om the back seat. Bacause of the intense heat, they were unable 1o extricate
5 before she expired from her thermal injurics.
6
K ‘The summary was based on statements and vehicle damage.
8
9
LG
11
12 AOI #1 (V-1 Vs V-2) was located 6 f1 south of the north roadway edge of easttound SR-60 and
13 1015 ft west of the west roadway edge of Lemon Ave.
14 AOIL #2 (V-2 Vs V-3) was located 6 ft south: of the north roadway edge of eastbound SR-6C and
15 1000 ft west of the west coadway edge of Lemon Ave.
16
7 The AOI was based on statements, vehicle damage, and the point of rest of vehicies.
18
19
20 CAUSE:
21
22 p-1 [ :u;sed this collision by driving V-1 (Honda) in violation of section 22350 v.c. This
23 section states (No person shall drive a vehicle upon a highwsy at a speed thun is reasonable or
24 prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and widtk of,
25 the highway, and in no event at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or property.)
26
27 The Cause was determined by statements and vehicle damage.
28
29
30 RECOMMENDATIONS:
31 :
32 1 recommen:d a copy of this report be forwarded to the Los Angcles Counry Dustrict Atiormey’s
33 Office for review and prosceution of P-1 _ for 192(¢)(2) P.C (Vehiculaxy Manslau ghter
24 without gross negligence) due to the fact that this traffic collision caused NG o <<pire
35 without gross negligencs from P-1.
36

PREPARCD BY 1.D. NUMBER DATE REVIEWER'S NAME e NATH
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Moghaddami & Sadigh

Acomeys at Law
333 Bast Glenoaks Boulevard, Suvite 202
Glandale, CA 91207-2099
Tetephone: (318) 5004111
Facsimile: (818) 500-4144

James K Sadigh Qf Counyel
Ali R. Moghaddama can M. Xeause

Darlene J. Cheadie
B. Bacty Sabahar

February 18, 2008

officer A. NoXcis
california Highway Patxol
10081 Orr and Day Road
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670

Re: RAceident of _on 60 Fraeaway Rastbound at Diamond Bar
Youyr Traffie Accident Report No.: 8747
pate of Accident: August 30, 2004

Deay Officer Norrig:
It was a pleasure speaking with you earliiex this morning.

Ag per our conversation, I spoke with my client, Mr, _ this
morning. Herein below, please find a summary of the eventa oy Sundav,
august 30, 2004, as was conveyed to me by Mr._

On Saturday BRugust 29, 2004, he had an engagement party for his
daughter at his house. <n Sunday August 30 ' he staved home all dav
_until approximately 6:30 or 7:00 when his wife, davghter and he went
te a recaptiorn following a baptism at a reception hail 3in North
Hollywood. They atayed at tnat location until around 1.1:00~11:30 when
they haadedw Yoxrba Linda. He waz driving the Honda Accord with
his daughte sitting in the right front geat and his wife in the

back seat. They were wearing their seat weltg. They ware traveling
esstbound on the £0 freeway. He does not rewxember any Zacts about the
accident. he does remember that after the accident. their car wag on

fire. Ha was trying to dget into the back seat of the car to help his
wife out of the car. He was yelling for ‘“help", and somecrne told him
that he would die too and made him get away from tre car. Becavse of
the intense heat and smoke, he was not acle to get hig wife out of the
car. His hands, face, and head suffered second and third degree burns.
He was taken to County-UsSC Burn Center. He did not have any aicoholic
drinke or any kird of medicatione on Sunday August 30, 2004.

tnalill/CHE/Page 1 of 2
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If 1 or my cliert may be of any further assistance, please do not
hesitate tec contact me a: the numbers I have provided you with at veur
convenience .’ ’

Sincerely yours,

Aly RT <hadda
Attorney at Law

Malali/CHP/Page 2 of 2
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
‘ NARgamgﬁg SUPPLEMENTAL _ pacE SOF 7
DATE OF INCIDE TIME C NUMBER OFFICER 1.D. NUMBER
08-30.04 0000 9550 17529
| FACTS
2 NQTIFICATION:
3
4 AT 0005 hours, I received a call from CHP dispatch of a traffic collision with an ambulance
5 responding. 1 responded from w/b SR-60 wio Brea Canyon Rd and arrived on scene at
6 approximately 0008 houss.
7 All times, speeds, and measurements are approximate. Measurements were obtained by Roll Meter.
8
9 SCENE:
10
1} Ar the scense of this collision, e/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave, is & four lane, atraight, flat, level, concrete
12 in constraction full freeway. Traffic lanes are delincated by painted white lines and raised botty
i3 dots. The traffic 1anes of ¢/b SR-60 W/o Lemon Ave are bordered to the north by an asphalt shoalder
14 followed by 4 conerete divider wall.- To the south, a solid white line separates the traffic lanes from
15 an asphalt shoulder.
16
17
18
19 PARTIES/VEHICLES:
20
2 P-1 (I w2 iocated standing on the left shoulder of e/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave. He was
2 identified by his valid, class C, California Drivers License. He was detexmined 10 be the driver by
23 his own admission and statements.
24
25 V-1 (Suzukij was found at the scene, in the #1 lane of ¢/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave, facing cast. V-]
26 sustained moderate damage 10 its front end, including but not limited to, its fiont bumper, headlights,
27 fenders, and hood.
28 No prior defects were obscrved or noted.
29
30
31 P-Z-was located standing on the left shoulder of ¢/b SR-60 w/¢ Lemon Ave. He was
a2 identified by his valid, class C, California Drivers License. He was determined to be tae driver by
33 his own admission and statements.
34
35 V-2 (Audi) was found at the scene, in the #1 lane of e/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave, facing east. V-2
36 sustained moderate damage to its front and rear end, including but not limited 1o, its rear burnper,
37 trunk, and rear quarter panels, front bumper, grille, and headlights.
38 No prior defects were observed or noted.
39
40
41
42
43

PREPARED BY D, NGMEER DATE REVIEWER S NaME TATE
A. NORRIS #17529 08-30-03
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

NARRATIVE/SUPPLEMENTAL . PAGE & 0F 1
DATE OF INCID’EﬁT TIME NCIC NUMBER OFFICER L.D. NUMBER
08-30-04 0000 9550 17529
1 P-3 - was located standing on the left shoulder of e/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave. She was
2 identified by her valid, class C, California Drivers License. She was determined to be the driver by
3 her own admission and statements.
4
5 V-3 (Mitsubishi) was found at the scene, in the #1 lane of e/b SR-60 w/o Lemon Ave, facing east.
6 V-3 sustained minor damage to its rear end, including but not limited to, its rear bumper and quarter
7 panels.
8 No prior defects were observed or noted.
9
10

11 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE:

12
13 Damage to V-1 (Suzuki), V-2 (Audi), and V-3 (Mitsubishi) as a result of the traffic collision.

14

15

16 STATEMENTS:

17

18 P-1 q related he was stopped for traffic in V-1 (Suzuki), e/b on SR-60, in the #1 lane, to
19 the rear ot V-2 (Audi). P-1 stated, “I was stopped because traffic was stopped. All of a sudden, 1

20 got hit from behind.” When asked about the damage to the front of his vehicle, P-1 related in

21 essence that it was caused by a Honda Accord that pushed him forward into V-2.

22

23 P-2 i related he was stopped for traffic in V-2 (Audi), e/b on SR-60, in the #] lane, to the rear
24 of V-3 (Mitsubishi). P-2 stated, “T was stopped because traffic was stopped. All of a sudden, I got
25 banged from behind. Twas looking forward just before I got hit, but when I felt the impact, I looked
26 back and saw the mini van or SUV that hit me. The hit pushed e into the Mitsubishi in front of me.
27 Then 1 heard a big bang and felt a second hit or push. Maybe about 2 seconds later. Then the car
28 that hit me started on fire. I pulled my car ahead and parked.”

29

30 P-3 < )atcd she was stopped for traffic in V-3 (Mitsubishi), /b on SR-60, in the #1 lane,
31 w/o Lemon Ave. P-3 stated, “Traffic was slow in front of me then came to a stop. I had just came to
32 a stop when I got hit from behind.”

33

34

35 OTHER FACTUAL INFORMATION:

36

37 Shortly after this collision, there was a second collision (TC report #8-747) involving a Honda and
38 V-1 (Suzukyi).

39

40

41

42

43

PREPARED BY 1D. NUMBER DATE REVIEWER'S NAME DATE
A.NORRIS #17529 08-30-03
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA
“%ﬁmﬂvsjsupphggam& PAGE 7 oF_7
YATE OF INCIDE TIME NGIC NUMBER ICER 1D, NUMBER
03-30-04 0000 9550 17529

OPNIONS AND CONCLUSIONS:

%

1
2
3
4 P-3 was stopped for tratfic in V-2, ¢/b on SR-60, the #1 lane, w/o Lemon Ave.
5 P-2 was stopped for traflic in V.2, e/b on SR-6(, in the #1 lane, to the rear of V.3,
6 P-1 was driving V-1, ¢/b on SR-60, in the #1i lane, & an unknown speed, to the rear of V2.
7 P-1 saw V-2 stopped and applied V~1's brakes.

8 -1 fafled 1o stop in time and the front of V-1 struck the rear of V-2.

9 The force of this impact pushed V-2 forward into the rear of V-3.
19
11
12

The summary was based on statements and vebicle damage.

13

14 AREA OF IMPACTS (AQI'S):

15 '

16 AO1 #1 (V-1 Vs V-2) was located 15 ft s'o the north road - edge of ¢/b SR-60 and 1000 ft w/o the
17 west roadway edge of Lemon Ave,

13 AOI #2 (V-2 Vs V-3) was located 1S ft s/o the northroad | edge of /b SR-60 and 985 1t w/o the
19 west roadway edge of Lemon Ave.

20

21 The AOI was based on statements and vehicle damage.

22

24 CA :

23

26 P-1 [ causea s cottision by driving V-1 (Suzukd) in violation of section 22350 v.c. This
27 section siates (No person shall drive a vehicle upon 2 highway ai a speed than is reasonable or
28 prudent having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic on, and the surface and width of,
29 the highway, and in no event at a speed which endangers the safety of persceus or property.)
30

31 The Cause was determined by statements end vehicle damage.

32

33

34 -0 ATIONS:

3s

36 None.

37

PREFARED BY 1.D. NUMBER DATE REVIEWER'S NAME B DATE
A.NORRIS #17529  08:30-03
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

EAST DISTRICT

ALINNE KHALTLI;
ARSINNE KHALILT :

EBRAHIM KHALILI;
DIGRAN KHALILT,

PLAINTIFFS,

VS. CASE NO. KC047709 R

SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN
SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN

HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.; HONDA
NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R&D
AMERICAS, INC,.; HONDA OF AMERICA
MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA

ENGINEERING, T,TD.; HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, ILTD., and
Does 1 to 200, inclusive,

DEFENDANTS .

e et Bt et et Mt M e St e St S e St S Mt Nt S et S e

DEPOSITION OF YOSHIHIKO KUMAGAT

FRIDAY, JUNE 2%, 2007

REPORTED BY:
CANDI DONNELS
CSR NO. 10436

ORIGINAL

SONTA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES
CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS

EA12-005

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812
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The deposition of YOSHIHIKO KUMAGAT, Witness,
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2007
8:36 A.M.

-000-

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: All right. We are on the record
pursuant to Section 2025 of the California Code of Civil
Procedure.

My name is Dana Stoltzner, and I'm a repregentative
of Videotek West located in Los Angeles, California. I am
neither party to nor employee of any party to this deposition
nor am I interested in its outcome.

We are videotaping the deposition of Yoshihiko
Kumagai beginning at 8:36 A.M. on June 29th, 2007, in the
matter of Khalili versus Suzuki Motor Corporation, et al.,
casgse No. KC047709,

Our location is 550 South Hope Street, Los Angeles,
California.

This video deposition is taken on behalf of Michael
Oran, attorney for the plaintiff.

This is the start of tape No. 1.

May we have introductions beginning with the
witness, pleage.

THE WITNESS: My name is Yoshihiko Kumagai. I work for

Suzuki Motor Corporation.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Laurie Schweitzer, counsel for American
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Suzuki Motor Corporation and Suzuki Motor Corporation.
MR. ORAN: Michael Oran for the plaintiffs.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Would you please swear in the witness.

YOKO YAMAMOTO,
was duly sworn to translate English into Japanese and

Japanese into English in the following deposition:

YOSHTIHIKO KUMAGAT,
having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified

through the interpreter as follows:

EXAMINATION

BY MR. ORAN:

Q Good morning.

A Good morning.

Q Have you ever given a deposition before?
A No. This is the first time.

Q Okay.

Have you had a chance to talk with Mrs. Schweitzer

about it?
A Yes, I did.
0O Okay.

And you understand that you're under oath, the same

oath that you would take if you were testifying in court?
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A Yes, I've bheen told.
Q Okay.
S0 even though we're here informally, your testimony

is as important if you were testifying in court.

A Yeg.

0 If you don't understand my questions, please tell
me.

A Yes. 1 understand that.

Q And please do not guess or speculate about the

answer to any question. If we need to look at documents or
the information exists, we can get it. Okay?

A I understand that.

Q Do you have any questions before we begin?

A No, I don't.

Q Okay.

I have a copy of your resume. Thank you. JTt's --
the date on it'sg 05/10/2007; so I'm assuming it's current ag
of now.

A Yes. That's right.
Q Okay,
MR. ORAN: And we'll just mark that as Exhibit 1 to the
deposition.
(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1 was marked
for identification by the Reporter.)

Q BY MR. ORAN: What documents -- well, strike that.
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Did you review any documents to prepare for the
deposition today?

A Yes, I did.

Q What documents did you look at?

A I looked at test reports that had been produced to
you. In addition, I also loocked at what we call "planning
book" that has been produced to you as well, 1In addition, I
looked at accident vehicle photos.

Q Ckay.

And when did you lock at the accident vehicle
rhotosg?

A I think it was Monday this week. And I think I saw
those photos earlier once as well,

Q Have you ever seen the actual vehicles that were
involved in the accident?

A No, I have not.

Q Do you have an understanding as to what part of the

Honda punctured or ruptured the gas tank in the XL7?

A I don‘t know which part of Honda punctured the hole.

Q When we talk about the Suzuki vehicle involved in
this case, is it easier if I use the development code ¥ -- or
the -- is it development code? -- Y8W?

A Yes, it is easier for me.

Q Okay.

Were you personally involved in any manner in any of

SONTA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-95812
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the crash tests that were done on the YB8W?

A Yes, I was.
Q What was your role?
yy I was in the position of being involved in all Y8W's

crashworthiness testing including the frontal-, side-, and
rear-impact tests.

0 What specifically did you do with respect to those
crash tests?

A We have schedule called development schedule. On
the basis of that schedule, I planned tests. 1In other words,
I considered which test should be done when, and I executed

the plan.

Q When you say that you "executed the plan,' what does
that mean?

A Well, what I mean is crash tests were carried out.
We made sure that test results complied with various
requlations of different countries. And then we put the
vehicle on the market.

Q In terms of planning the tests, does -- gtrike that.

In terms of planning the tests, did Suzuki have some

test protocols that they followed back in 2000? 19997 around
that time?

A Well, yes. For example, if the wvehicle is for the
United States, we have FMVSS standards in which test

protocols are described in detail.
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o] Okay.

Did you actually physically set up the crash tests?

A Well, since I had wy staff members, some work wasg
done by my staff members.

Q Okay.

Were you present at the crash testsg?

A Yes, I was there for most of them if not all.

Q Okay.

Were photographs taken of the striking vehicles?

B Of this accident?

Q Oh, no. No. In the crash tests. I apologize.

In the crash tests, were photographs taken of the
front of the striking vehicle after it had been crashed?

A If you're talking about a striking wvehicle, it isg
only rear-end crash tests that we have a striking vehicle,
and for that we use crowns. And for the rear-crash tests T
did take photos of the crown.

Q So after the striking vehicle would rear-end the
¥Y8W, you would take photographs of the damage done to the
striking vehicle?

A Well, let me say the actual photos were taken by my
staff members, but such photos were taken.

Q Would you actually examine the front end of the
gtriking wvehicle?

A T'm not sure what you mean by I examined, but I did

10
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lock at ik,

Q Did you make notes?

A Nao, I did not.

Q Do you know if anybody else examined the front end
of the striking vehicle?

MS. SCHWEITZER: I'm just going to pose an objection
gince there are a multitude of tests on this particular
vehicle. I think you're asking as a general rule do other
people examine the test. I'm not sure -- I mean, if you're
asking about a specific incident --

MR. ORAN: No.

Q Let me ask this way: After the crash tests are
completed, does the experiment and analysis department get
together and review the material?

A Well, we carry out the crash test. The crash
occurs. And then we check the hit vehicle carefully, and
then we also check -- interpreter correction -- we also take
the photos of the striking vehicle to -- and record the
degree of damage. That's what I mean.

Q Where do you record the degree of damage to the
striking vehicle?

A In the photos.

Q Do you do any measurements of the amount of crush on

the striking vehicle?

A We don't measure the amount of deform of the CYown.

11
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o) The crown is the model of a car. Is the

manufacturer Toyolta?

A That's correct.
Q What's its American equivalent?
n I'm not quite sure. I kind of think it is a little

bit heavier than Taurus, but I'm not sure.

Q Where are the photographs of the striking vehicle
Kept?

A In the test report.

Q Okay.

So are there any other photos other than the ones
attached to the test report?
A In addition to the photos of the striking vehicle,
we also attach the hit vehicle's photos.
Q Okay.
Do you take more photographs of the striking vehicle

and the hit vehicle than actuaily get attached to the test

reports?
A No, we don't.
0 So after you run the crash tests, then you have

meetings with the experiment and analysis department about
the results of the crash tests; right?

A With the test done -- experiment and analysis group?
Within the experiment and analysis group, you mean.

MS. SCHWEITZER: "Within.®

12
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MR, QORAN: "Within, " vyes.

THE WITNESS: We have a team for the development of ény
vehicle including Y8W. So the team members will come
together to talk about as to whether there were any issues or

as to whether the test was completed to our satisfaction or

not .

Q BY MR. ORAN: Would minutes be made of those
meetings?

A No. For a team meeting we do not téke any minutes

of that meeting. That is because all team members know very
well about the crash tests.

Q Okay.

After you've done the crash tests and had your team
meeting, do you have other meetings with other departments
with respect to the results of the crash tests and the
development of the car?

A Not limited to the rear-end crashes. If any issue
is raised, then we have to lock for the cause of that issue
and then incorporate measures in order to deal with that
issue. So for such occasions we will collect all the
departments involved including the general manager of the

design, and we'll hold meetings.

Q Are minutes kept of those meetings?
A Sometimes minutes are kept and sometimes not.
Q Do you know where those minutes are?

13
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MS. SCHWEITZER: I'm going to object. Vague. I don't
know what "those minutes" are. But -- kept by which
department?

Q BY MR. ORAN: Obviously when you have those general
meetings involving the general manager of the design
department, and sometimes minutes are kept, and sometimes
they're not, do vou know where those minutes are?

A Let me make it clear. I mentioned about the
meetings of the departments involved for the development of a
vehicle. And sometimes the general manager of the design
department may attend. Sometimes he may not. There may be
other managers -- section managers, for example -- or just
the people who are involved in the development may
participate in those meetings.

Now, as I mentioned, minutes may be prepared or may
not be prepared, but those meetings -- those minutes are not
here any longer. The way we deal with the documents is as
follows: When we are developing a vehicle, and there is an
issue, of course we incorporate countermeasures in order to
deal with those -- with the issﬁe. For those meetings there
may be minutes taken, and there may not be. However, when
the development of the particular vehicle is complete, and
the vehicle ig put on the market, in other words, all the
development work is completed, we dispose of all the

documents generated in the process of that vehicle's

14
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development except the final documents. That is because the
vehicle is on the market, and the documents we generated in

the process are no longer needed. That is the general way

that we deal with the development.

Q Do you know how long that's been the practice at
Suzuki Motor Corp. -- to dispose of the development
documentg?

A How long? Well, I'm sorrxy. I don't really know. I

just know it has been so for a long time,

Q Were you involved -- strike that.

You understand that with the Y8W the fuel tank is
located rear of the rear axle.

A Yes. I'm aware of that,

Q All right.

Once the -- can you briefly explain to me how that
works? Does the design departwment say, "We'd like to put the
tank in this location. We want you to develop crash tests to
see if this is a good location for the tank"?

A When we decide on the layout of the vehicle, all the
departments that have anything to do with that vehicle will
come together and discuss various issues. We, of gourse,
participate as well. We pay attention to safety, passenger
compartment. And in this case we're talking about the fuel
tank; so we pay attention to the capacity of the fuel tank.

So we discuss various factors and items and decide together

15
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on what is good.

Q Do you know if in any of the crash tests any sharp
objects -- well, strike that.

As an engineer involved with safety, one of the
things that you're looking for is that sharp component parts
of the striking vehicle do not puncture the gas tank;
correct?

A Yes. It is one of the important things to prevent
-- the striking vehicle contact the fuel tank and puncture
it.

0 But in these crash tests, you do expect the gas tank
to deform somewhat; correct?

A It is our departwment that carries out actual crash
tests, and I am aware that at times the fuel tank experiences
some deformation.

O Right. But isn't the fuel tank designed to
experience deformation?

A We don't consider an issue if it deforms a little.

Q Right. Because what's important is you don't want
it to be ruptured or punctured or leak; correct?

A Yes. The important thing is for the fuel not to

leak,
Right.
A May I1I7?

Q I apologize.

16
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A We carry out these crash tests by our department,
and one of the tests that we carry out is 30-mile rear-impact
test, which is required by law. And we also carry out a rear
impact test at 33.7 miles per hour, which is a little bit
faster than legally required. But in terms of the energy of
impact involved, it is 25 percent more. In other words, it
ig a more stringent test.

We've been talking about car-to-car crash tests,

which are not legally required. We crashed the crown that I
mentioned earlier at a very high speed of 50 miles per hour
to XL7. In other words, this is a very severe test involving
the energy twiqe as much as legally reguired. In addition to
that, we also carry out car-to-car oblique crash tests, which
is a very severe test of hitting from the oblique direction
at 50 miles per hour aimed at fuel inlet to make sure no fuel
leaks. Those are the tests that we carry out to conform that
we don't experience any fuel leak.

MR. ORAN: May I please have the question read back?

{(Whereby the question was read by the reporter ag
follows:

" Right. Because what's important is you don't want

it to be ruptured or punctured or leak; correct?")

THE WITNESS: Well, what I wanted to say was that it is
important, and we carry out those tests to make sure that no

fuel leak occurs,

17
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MR. ORAN: So what was the question?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Isn't it important --

MR. ORAN: T can't evén remember the rest of it.

MS. SCHWEITZER: That was all your gquestion was.

MR. ORAN: Okay. Okay. I got it. T got it.

MS. SCHWEITZER: And then he was explaining --

MR. ORAN: Right, all the various crash tests.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Right.

Q BY MR. ORAN: As an engineer responsible for safety,
you are aware that the striking vehicle, when it hits, can
have sharp objects.

A I have been informed that in this actual accident,
although we don't know what it is, a portion of the striking
vehicle did get in touch with the fuel tank and punctured the
fuel tank of XL.7.

0 The -- strike that.

Your job, your responsibility is to anticipate that
sharp objects from the striking vehicle will not contact the
gas tank and puncture it or rupture it: correct?

A That we make sure that, when we carry out legally
required tests and when we carry out Suzuki internally
specified car-to-car crash tests, things like puncturing the -
fuel tank with a component will not occur. I believe that is
my responsibility.

Q With respect to the Y8W that was involved in the

is
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crash test, is that car in gear? in park? What's its status
at the time it's impacted?

A It's in neutral.

Q And with respect to the striking vehicle, does that

car brake at all before the mowment of impact with the Y8W?

A Brake? Before the impact? No, not before but
after,
] It brakes after the impact because of the impact.

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction.

THE WITNESS: Ag far as the crown is concerned, no brakes
are applied before the impact. It maintains the
50-mile-per-hour speed and crashes.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Okay.
Now, as a safety engineer you are aware of the
concept of underride; correct? |

A Yes, my understanding of that concept is that it is
a phenomenon of the striking vehicle going under the struck
vehicle.

Q And do you know why it is that the striking vehicle
goes under the struck vehicle?

A I can think of a few reasons why underriding would
occur. One is the height difference. If the struck vehicle
is taller than the striking vehicle, the gtriking vehicle
might go under to some extent the struck vehicle. Another

reason might be, before the crash, the striking wvehicle

19
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applies brakes, and the front nosedive occurs. 1In other
words, the front portion goes down to some extent, and the
striking vehicle will go under the struck vehicle. Those are
two reasons why underriding way occur, as I sit here today, I
can think of,

MR. ORAN: Do you mind if we just take a break? I want
to use the restroom.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
9:24 A.M,

(Recess taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. The time
is 9:36 A.M.

Q BY MR. ORAN: When you run the crash tests for the
Y8W, why is the Y8W in neutral as opposed to park or drive?

A Well, these kinds of crash tests are carried out in
accordance with the FMVSS 301 regulations, and this
regulation states that the gear be in neutral.

Q So the ¢rash tests that you run for FMVSS as well as

Suzuki's internal tests, the Y8W is always in neutral;

correct?
A That's correct.
Q Ag a safety engineer you know that rear-end

accidents happen all the time; correckt?

A Although I'm not sure what you mean by "all the

time," I am aware that rear-end crashes do occur.
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Q There's a word that we ﬁse sometimes. The word is
"foreseeable." Do you agree that rear-end accidents are
foreseeable to safety engineers like yourself?

A I'm not sure what "foreseeable" actually means.
However, I am aware that rear crashes do occur on the market.
Q And they occur with vehicles that are going five
miles an hour all the way up to sixty-five or seventy miles

an hour; correct?

A Since I am not a statistics expert, I don't know to
what speed these accidents occur, but I am aware that rear
crashes do occur.

0 Okay.

And you're also aware that these rear-end accidents
occur, and sometimes people are slamming on their brakes, and
sometimes there's no braking; correct?

A I think so.

Q So the bottom line is as a safety engineer you need
Lo anticipate that rear-end accidents are going to occur at
all kinds of different speeds and with vehicles either
braking or not braking or -- just all sorts -- strike that.

As a safety engineer you need to anticipate that
rear-end accidents are going to happen at all sorts of
different speeds and that there could be underride or
override or braking or no braking; correct?

A I do understand that accidents do occur under
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various circumstances.

Q And as part of your training and your background and
your experience -- sgtrike that.

I understand that the speed limit in Japan's a
hundred kilometers on the freeways and highways.

A That's correct.

Q So just -- whether as an engineer or as -- things
that you're just familiar with, you know that there have been
car accidents where cars that have been going 60 miles an
hour or a hundred kilometers an hour have rear ended other
vehicles; correct?

A Well, how should I answer that question? I am well
aware that the speed limit in Japan is hundred kilometers pér
hour. I am also aware that lots of people drive their
vehicles at the speed limit at hundred miles --

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction,

THE WITNESS: -- hundred kilometers per hour or 60 miles
per hour. However, I would like to point ocut that the
driving speed and the crashing speed, those are two different
things. 1If a vehicle is running at 30 miles per hour, and
another vehicle is running at 60 miles per hour, and the
vehicle rear ended, and the crashing speed was 30 miles, not
60 miles because you subtract 30 miles of the front vehicle's
speed from the 60 miles of the crashing vehicle's speed.

You also mentioned about applying brakes before the
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crash. So if a vehicle is being driven at 60 miles per hour
and notices ~- the driver notices that there's a vehicle in
the front and applies the brake, that will bring down the
speed to 50 miles, 40 miles, or even 30 miles per hour. If
the striking vehicle's speed is 30 miles per hour, then the
crashing speed is zero to the vehicle that is being driven at
30 miles an hour. What I'm trying to say is that driving
gpeed and rear ending speed, those are two different things.
Q In your role as a safety engineer, do you study
real-world crashes involving other manufacturers' vehicles?
A No. We don't study what other manufacturers!

vehicles are involved in what accidents.

Q Do you study when Suzuki vehicles are involved in
accidentg?
A I'm not sure what you mean by "study," but if an

issue is raised on the market, the department involved will
let us know that there is an issue.
Q Have you studied any post-collision fuel-fed fire

cases involving a Suzuki vehicle?

A You're talking about accidents?

Q0 Yes,

A I am aware that in this case fire occurred.

Q Besides this case have you studied or looked at any

other cases where there's been a fire involving a Suzuki

vehicle?
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MS. SCHWEITZER: And again, I'm assuming you're talking
about post-collision fire.
MR. ORAN: Right.

THE WITNESS: Other than this case, I don't recall any

cases.
0 BY MR. ORAN: Do you know if there have been any?
A No, I don't. It might have occurred. It might not.

I don't know.

Q When you heard about this case, as a safety engineer
were you interested to learn as to what caused the puncture
or the rupture in the gas tank?

M5. SCHWEITZER: I'm going to object. I think that way
exceeds the scope of the deposition. .

MR. ORAN: So?

MS. SCHWEITZER: So I'm not going to let him answer it.

MR. ORAN: It's the best guestion I've asked in two days.

MS. SCHWEITZER: I don't know about that, but he's still
not answering.

What are you saying?

THE INTERPRETER: I'm just going to interpret.

M5. SCHWEITZER: You don't have to --

MR. ORAN. No. No.

MS. SCHWEITZER: You thought we were waiting for you,

No.

Q BY MR. ORAN: As a safety engineer do you agree
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that, if a rear-end accident is survivable, then fire should
not kill an occupant?
MR. ORAN: Let's just go off the record.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is

9:51 A.M.

{Recess taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. The time
is 9:52 A.M.

THE WITNESS: Of course it is better not to have fire.
Of course it is better for people not to die.

Q BY MR. ORAN: But as part of your education and
training and experience you learned that, if a crash is
survivable, then fire should not kill someone or burn
someone; correct?

A As I have already testified, it is much better if a
fire does not occur, and people should not die. I really
mean that. Having said that, though, I am aware in some
accidents fire would ensue, and people might be killed.

Q Right.

50 your responsibility with respect to crash tests
is not just to look strictly at the results of the test but
to anticipate things like underride and sharp component parts
coming into contact with the fuel tank; correct?

A That is correct. That is the very reason why we

make sure that, when we carry out legally required tests as
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well as 50-miles-per-hour car-to-car crash tests, we make
sure that the components of the striking vehicle would not
become in contact with the fuel tank and puncture the fuel
tank.

0 Have you done any computer gimulations of crash
tests involving underride?

A Well; for one, it is not wmy department but some
other department that will carry out computer simulations.
As for computer simulations of underriding, we have not done
that. However, we carried out a 50-mile-per-hour moving
barrier test simulating the situation where the striking
vehicle applies the brakes.

MR, ORAN: Do I have that?

M5, SCHWEITZER: Yeah.

MR. ORAN: Okay. And -- just digress here for a second.

It's in there?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Yes,

MR. ORAN: And it shows the striking vehicle applying the
brakes, and all the results are there?

MS. SCHWEITZER: It's a moving barrier test that
simulates the striking vehicle applying the brakes, and the
test report, photos, and everything are in that box.

MR. ORAN: Okay. I'm not -- I wasn't able to digest all
that; so I'll have to cross that bridge another day.

Q But T do have a question for you about the moving
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barriers.

Those moving barriers, as a result of strikiﬁg the
rear of a vehicle, do not make any sharp objects; correct?
It always stays flat,

A In the front of the barrier, there is a component
called honeycomb, and this honeycomb is simulating the
strength or the hardness of a regular vehicle. In front of
the honeycomb we have a bumper also simulating a regular car.
And this honeycomb is lowered by two inches, simulating a
situation of a nosedive of applying brakes. I was told it's
about two inches that a vehicle usually nosedives when the
brakes are suddenly applied. So we lower the honeycomb by

two inches to simulate that situation.

Q When was that test done?
A I think it was around the end of 2000.
Q As part of your background and training and

experience, do you have a database or a library at Suzuki
that contains published articles or studies or other
literature about the placement of fuel tanks in SUVs or other
vehicles?

A We don't have a database., We had some photographs
showing the locations of fuel tanks of other vehicles, T
believe. 1In addition to that, if you are asking about
documents or gtudies, I cén think of the federal register the

NHTSA issued referring to the location of the fuel tank.
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Q Have you seen any studies or publicationg that say
that the safest place for the fuel tank is under the rear
passenger seat?

A In the NHTSA federal register that I mentioned,
there was a comment that somebody did make that comment,
although I don't remember who it was who made that comment .

And in the NHTSA federal register that I have mentioned,

though, it says that the location -- rather than the location

of the fuel tank, what is more important is how it is
protected in the structﬁre of the vehicle. It also said that
is the reason why they are not going to make any law
concerning or indicating the location of the fuel tank.

0 From a safety perspective what is the best way to
prevent the component part of a striking vehicle from
puncturing a fuel tank located rear of the rear axle?

A Let me tell you what we did in order to protect the
fuel tank in --

0 Okay.

a -~ 8W., That is XL7. Becauge the fuel tank is
located in the rear, what we did was to surround the fuel
tank with strong structural members. And even in the
rear-end crash situation, the fuel tank space is protected
and making sure that the fuel tank will not experience
extensive deformation. 50-mile car-to-car crash test

involves a lot of energy, and therefore, we also have to have
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the area where such crash energy is absorbed. That place is
provided away from the fuel tank space. In this vehicle it
is the frame member that is located away from the fuel tank
in the front of where the fuel tank is. That is where the

structural member deforms and absorbs the energy from the

crash.

Q From a safety perspective isn't it true that the
best place for a fuel tank to prevent a component -- strike
that.

From a safety perspective isn't it true that the
best way to prevent a component part of a striking vehicle
from puncturing a fuel tank located rear of the rear axle is
not to have the tank there?

MS. SCHWEITZER: T need Eo have the English of that

question read again.

(Whereby the question was read by the reporter as
follows:

"0 From a safety perspective isn't it true that the
best way to prevent a component part of a striking
vehicle from puncturing a fuel tank located rear of
the rear axle is not to have the tank there?")

THE INTERPRETER: I'm going to finish interpreting

because I wasn't finished.
{The interpreter reinterpreted the question.)

THE WITNESS: Well, how should I answer that guestion?
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Even if the fuel tank is located in the front of the rear
axle, in a rear-end crash situation the rear axle might
deform, push the fuel tank, and crush the fuel tank, in which
case the tank might be punctured, and fuel may leak. So if
it is located in the front of the rear axle, you have to
protect the space where the fuel tank is located with strong
structural wmembers so that that space is protected in that
crash situation. In a similar manner, if it is located in
the rear of the rear axle, you have to surround that space
with solid and strong structural members so that fuel tank
space is protected. In other words, the idea of protecting
the fuel tank is the same regardless of whether it is in the
front or in the rear of the rear axle.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We have approximately 30 minutes
remaining on tape 1.

Q BY MR. ORAN: If the striking vehicle hitsg the rear
of the Y8W at 50 miles per hour or less, and the tank is
ruptured, do you agree that the cross wembers and the frame
rail did not protect the tank as intended?

Y.y In the 50-mile car-to-car crash tests that we
carried out, I can safely say that we never experienced a
puncture of the fuel tank. Having said that, though, I
cannot say it will be the same under any circumstances.
Let's say a huge truck -- part of a convoy -- may hit the

rear of our vehicle. I don't really know what would happen.
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In other words, it ig not possible Lo deal with all the cages
that may occur in the real world. 8o what we do is we take a
repregentative condition and carry out the test.

Q Thank you, but my question was a little bit
different.

If a striking vehicle hits the rear of the Y8W at 50
milegs per hour or less, and the tank is ruptured, then the
cross members and the frame rail did not protect the tank as
Suzuki Motor Corp. had intended; correct?

MS. SCHWEITZER: I'll object as incomplete hypothetical.

THE WITNESS: Maybe an example that I gave was an extreme
example, but what T was trying to say is it is not possible
to test the vehicle under all possible conditions by all

possible vehicles, and therefore, we make sure that our car

is safe -- our vehicle is safe testing under representative
conditions.
Q BY MR. ORAN: I -- thank you, but what I'm after is

something a little bit different. Okay? What I'd like you

to tell -- tell me if you can do it -- is answer this
guestion "yes" or '"no." Okay? And so I'm going to ask it
one more time -- or I'm going to actually have the court

reporter read it back, and I‘d like to try to get a "ves" or

a "no" answer if that's possible.
MS. SCHWEITZER: And the question is can you answer that

"yes" or "no." And if you can't, then you tell him you
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can't,
(Whereby the question was read by the reporter as
follows:
"o Thank you, but my question was a little bit
different.
If a striking vehicle hits the rear of the Y8W at 50
miles per hour or less, and the tank is ruptured,
then the cross members and the frame rail did not
protect the tank as Suzukl Motor Corp. had intended;
correct?!)
THE WITNESS: I don't think I can answer with -- to that
question with "yes" or "no" for reasons I already explained.
Q BY MR. ORAN: Well, based on the testing that you
performed on behalf of Suzuki Motor Corporation, would you
expect that, if the striking vehicle hits the rear of the Y8W
at 50 miles per hour or less, and the tank is ruptured --
strike that.
How did I start that?
THE REPORTER: "Well, based on the testing that you
performed on behalf of Suzuki Motor" --
Q BY MR. ORAN: Based on the testing that you
performed on behalf of Suzugi Motor Corporation, if the
striking vehicle hits the rear of the Y8W at 50 miles an hour

or less, and the tank is ruptured, would you expect that to

happen?
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MS. SCHWEITZER: It's kind of a convoluted guestion, but
I'll let you go on this one.

THE WITNESS: I got confused. I'm sorry. Can I have
that again?

(Interpreter reinterpreted the question.)

THE WITNESS: Well, if you are talking about the
possibility, anything is possible. In our test that --
carried out at 50 miles per hour, no tank was ruptured or got
poked hole. However, if you ask me under any circumstances,
then I really cannot answer that guestion because anything
can occur,

Q BY MR. ORAN: 8o, then, if it does happen that the
fuel tank gets punctured or rup&ured at 50 miles per hour or
less, then would you agree that the fuel tank was not
protected as Suzuki Motor Corporation intended?

iy Well, T don't necessarily think so.

Q Why not?

A As I have been testifying, we carry out legally
required tests and tests with additional speeds, tests that
involve twice as much energy than required to make sure that
our fuel tank is safe. They are very stringent, severe
tests. I believe they-aré very and sufficiently stringent.
And we make sure that the fuel tank is protected.

Q I understand that, but if it happens -- if the fuel

tank gets punctured by the striking vehicle or a component
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part of the striking vehicle at 50 miles per hour or less, do
you agree, then, that the fuel tank was not protected as
Suzuki Motor Corporation intended?

A What T would like to say®is anything is possible if
you talk about possgibility. '

Q I'm not talking about possibility. What I'm talking
about is -- I'm asking you as a safety engineer -- ckay? --
with your background, training, and experience if it does
happen that the striking vehicle hits the rear of the Y8W at
50 miles per hour or less, the fuel tank's ruptured or
punctured, would you agree that the fuel tank was not
protected ag intended?

A Well, you said you'fe not talking aboutAthe
possibilities, but if this were to happen, that means to me
you are asking about the possibility. I cannot think any
other way.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Let's take a break.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
10:30 A.M.

(Recess taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: All right. We are back on the record.
The time is 10:39 A.M.'

MS. SCHWEITZER: You should probably translate it again,

Yoko. Thank you.

(Interpreter reinterpreted the question.)
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THE WITNESS: As I have already testified, you cannot
deny that there are possibilities. Anything could occur.
However, in the 50-mile car-to-car test that we carried out,
no fuel leaked. We do not expect any fuel to leak under
these conditions.

Q BY MR. ORAN: T understand. Again, I understand
what you're sharing with us, but if it does happen at 50
miles per hour or less that there is a rupture or a puncture
of the fuel tank by the striking vehicle or its -- or a
component part of the striking vehicle, do you agree that the
fuel tank was not protected as Suzuki Motor Corporation had
intended it to be?

A Well, the question is so long I'm not sure if I
understood the gist of it or not. But if you're asking me if
the striking speed was 50 miles or less, and if the fuel
would leak from our vehicle or not, then we don't anticipate
that situation.

Q In other words, if the impact from the striking
vehicle is 50 miles per hour or less, it is not -- the fuel
tank is not supposed to leak; correct?

A That's correct. I don't think it would.

0 And if it éoes leak under those circumstances, then
would you agree as an engineer on behalf of Suzuki Motor

Corporation that the fuel tank was not protected as Suzuki

had intended?
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MS. SCHWEITZER: Let me just pose an objection under the
circumstances. I think what Mr. Kumagai has been telling you
is there's lots of possibilities out there. And now when you
say "under the circumstances,” I'm not gure precisely what
you're referring to; so the guestion's vague.

MR. ORAN: T was -- and what I was referring to -~ what I
was trying to do is not have the whole preamble again. But
let me do the preamble, and we'll go on from there.

Q If it does happen that the fuel tank is ruptured at
50 miles per hour or less by the striking vehicle or a
component part of the striking vehicle, then as a safety
engineer for Suzuki Motor Corporation do you agree that the
rear structures designed to protect the tank did not perform
as safely as expected?

A May I have that again, please?

(Interpreter reinterpreted the question.)

THE WITNESS: Well, ves. If it should happen, that means
the function was not properly performed.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: I need this opportunity to change
tapes.

MR. ORAN: How much time's left?

THE VIDEOGRAPﬁER: Ten minutes.

MR. ORAN: No. We're not going to have to change tapes.

If it's okay with you, I'm just going to stop now.

1f I have any questions, can I just ask you later?
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MS. SCHWEITZER: Yeah. I'm not bringing him back from

Japan.

MR. ORAN: No. It's ckay. I understand. And T got what

I need.
MS. SCHWEITZER: Okay.

MR. ORAN: So we'll just do the same stipulation that we
did yesterday.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Very good.

MR. ORAN: Okay?

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludes the video depogition of
Yoshihiko Kumagai. The time is approximately 10:48 A.M. We
are off the record. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Mg Schweitzef, did you want a copy and
everything?

MS. SCHWEITZER: The whole shebang just like vesterday.

(Whereby it was previously stipulated and is
incorporated herein by reference:

"MR; ORAN: Let's stipulate to relieve the court

reporter of her responsibilities under the Code of
Civil Procedure. She'll forward the original
depogition to Mrs. Schweitzer, who will figure out a
way.td get it signed and corrected. And she'll have
60 days from the date she receives the deposition
Eranscript to have it signed and corrected, and

within 15 days after gshe receives it back, she'll
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STATE OF . )

COUNTY OF )

I, the undersigned, say that I have read the
foregoing deposition, and I declare, under penalty of
perjury, that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript
of my testimony contained therein.

EXECUTED this day of

2007, at

(eity) (state)

YOSHIHIKO KUMAGATI
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

88.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

I, Candi Donnels, CSR NO. 10436, certify:

That the foregoing deposition of YOSHIHIKO KUMAGAT
taken before me at the time and place therein set forth, at
which time the witness was placed under oath by me;

That the testimony of the witness and all
objections made at the time of the examination were recorded
stenographically by me andlthereafter transcribed;

That the foregoing depositidn is a true record as
reported by me of the testimony and of all objections made at
the time of the examination;

That the dismantling of the original transcript
will void the reporter's certificate.

I further certify that I am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action nor in aﬁywise interested
in the outcome thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name thig

10th day of July, 2007.

Cardl v Dnues

CANDI DONNELS, CSR 10436
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RESUME

Name' Yoshihiko Kumagai

Date of birth: July 31, 1961

Educational background:

March 1984:

Work background:
April 1984:

October 1984:
June 1986:
January 1988:
March 1988:
April 1994:
December 1995:

April 1998:
October  2000:
July 2002:

October  2003:
October  2005:
Apnil 2006:
Februarvy 2007:

Qualification:

Graduated from the Mechanical Engineering Department,
School of Engineering, Musashi Institute of Technology

Joined Suzuki Motor Co., Ltd.

(current Suzuki Motor Corporation)

Assigned to Automobile Body Testing Group, Automobile Body Design Div.
Group I, Experiment Div.

Legal Section, General Affairs Div.

American Suzuki Motor Corp. Legal Office

Group I, Experiment and Analysis Div.

Assistant Manager of Group I, Experiment and Analysis Dept.
Assistant Manager of Group I, Experiment and Analysis Dept.
Deputy Staff Manager of Group II, Experiment and Analysis Dept.
Deputy Staff Manager of Secretarial Group, Secretarial Office
Staff Manager of Secretarial Group, Secretarial Office

Staff Manager of Group II, Experiment and Analysis Dept.

Staff Manager of Group I (Safety), Fxperiment and Analysis Dept.
Group Leader of Group I (Safety), Experiment and Analysis Dept.

Bachelor's in mechanical engineering

Member of organizations outside of the company:
Membership of JSAE (Society of Automotive Engineers of Japan)

Membersliip to commitiees:
JAMA {Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association)
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1 STATE OF , )

2 COUNTY OF )

7 I, the undersigned, say that I have read the
8 foregoing deposition, and I declare, under penalty of
9 perjury, that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript

10 of my testimony contained therein.

11 EXECUTED this 2+A day of 6707¢>L43V
12 1 2007, at /“/dm'mﬁm"/fu , Jaban

13 {city) - {state)

14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21 <:Fi55iu//éi;;#14;mﬁ»—;;

22 YOSHIHIKO Kﬁﬁ;GAI
23

24

25
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ERRATA SHEET FOR THE DEPOSITION OF YOSHIHIKO KUMAGAI

PAGE LINE CORRECTION AND REASON

P8 18,
P17 11,
P18 15,
P28 19
P10 16-17
P13 21-22
P15 22-23
P30 14
EA12-005

“XL7” should be “XL-7"

REASON: Clarification

“And for the rear-crash tests I did take photos of the crown”
should be
“And for the rear-crash tests we did take photos of the crown”

REASON: Clarification

“So for such occasions we will collect all the departments involved including
the general manager of the design, and we'll hold meetings.”
should be

“So for such occasions we will collect all the departments involved including
the engineering design department and we'll hold meetings.”

REASON: Translation correction and clarification

“passenger compartment” should be “interior comfort”

REASON: Translation correction and elarification

“Ewven if the fuel tank is located in the front of the rear axle, in a rear-end
crash situation the rear axle might deform, push the fuel tank, and crush the
fuel tank, in which case the tank might be punctured, and fuel may leak.”
should be

“Even if the fuel tank is located in the front of the rear axle, in a rear-end
crash situation the rear axle might be pushed forward, hit the fuel tank, and
crush the fuel tank, in which case the tank might be punctured, and fuel may
leak.”

REASON: Translation correction and clarification
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I, the undersigned, say that I have read the foregoing deposition, and I declare, under penalty of
perjury, that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript of my testimony contained therein
{with the exception of the changes listed and described above).

EXECUTED this E 7 Aday of October, 2007

=
/ Yoshihiko Kubfagai
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - EAST DISTRICT

ALINNE KHALITT; EBRAHIM KHALILT;
ARSINNE XHALILI; DIGRAN KHALTLT,

PLAINTIFFS,

V5.

SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN
SUZUKI MOTOR COMPANY; AMERICAN
HONDA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.; HONDA
NORTH AMERICA, INC.; HONDA R&D
AMERICAS, INC.; HONDA OF AMERICA
MANUFACTURING, INC.; HONDA
ENGINEERTNG, LTD.; HONDA MOTOR
COMPANY, LTD.; HONDA RESEARCH &
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, LTD., and
Does 1 to 200, inclusive,

DEFENDANTS.
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The deposition of HIROYUKI MORI, Witness,

taken on behalf of Plaintiffs, at 550 South Hope
Street, Suite 1000, Los Angeles, California, at

9:05 A.M., Thursday, June 28, 2007, before Candi
Donnels, CSR No. 10436, a certified shorthand
reporter with the County of Los Angeles and State of

California, pursuant to Notice.

APPEARANCES OF COUNSEIL:

FOR PLAINTIFFS:

LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL ORAN

BY: MICHAEL L. ORAN, ESQ.

550 South Hope Street, Suite 1000
Los Angeles, California 90071

(213) 624-1177
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BECHERER, KANNETT & SCHWEITZER
BY: LORI A. SCHWEITZER, ATTORNEY AT LAW
2200 Powell Street
Suite 805
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(510} 658-3600

ALSO PRESENT:

YOKO YAMAMOTO, JAPANESE INTERPRETER
JERRY HASHIMURA
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA; THURSDAY, JUNE 28, 2007
9:05 A.M.

-000 -

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: All right. We are on the record
pursuant to Section 2025 of the California Code of Civil
Procedure.

My name is Dana Stoltzner, and I'm a representative
of Videotek West located in TLos Angeles, California. I am
neither party to nor employee of any party to this deposition
nor am I interested in its outcome.

We are videotaping the deposition of Hiroyuki Mori
beginning at 9:06 A.Ml on June 28th, 2007, in the matter of
Khalili versus Suzuki Motor Corporation, et al., case No.
KC047709. Our location is 550 South Hope Street, Los
Angeles, California.

This video deposition is taken on behalf of Michael
Oran, attorney for the plaintiff.

This is the start of tape No. 1.

May we have introductions beginning with the
witness, please.

THE WITNESS: My name is Hiroyuki Mori. I work for
Suzuki Motor Corporation, belonging to the automotive body
engineering design corp.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Lori Schweitzer, counsel for Suzuki

SONTA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812
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Motor Corporation and American Suzuki Motor Corporation.
Do you want the --

MR. ORAN: They need to identify themselves.

M5. SCHWEITZER: You can identify yourselves for the
record.

JERRY HASHIMURA: My name is Jerry Hashimura. T'm with
the legal department of American Suzuki Motor Corporation.

KIYOSHI FUJIT: My name is Kiyoshi Fujii, and I belong to
Suzuki Motor Corporation legal department.

MR. ORAN: My name's Michael Oran. O-r-a-n.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Would you pPlease swear in the witness.

YOKO YAMAMOTO,
Was duly sworn to translate English into Japanese and

Japanese into English in the following deposition:

HIROYUKI MORI,
Having been first duly sworn, was examined and testified

through the interpreter as follows:

EXAMINATION
BY MR. ORAN:
Q Mr. Mori, thank vou for coming.today. We're here to
take your deposition, which is a court proceeding even though

it's informal at my office. But the testimony we're going to

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812
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take from you today is the same as if you were testifying in
a court of law.
Dé you understand that?

A Yes.

0 The oath that you've been given is the same as if
you were testifying in court,

Do you understand that?

A Yes,

Q My obligation, my responsibility is to make sure
that I make my guestions clear and that you understand my
questions. If at any time during the deposition I've not
made myself clear or you don't understand the question, you
just need to let-us know, and then 1'11 ask the guestion in a
different way or try to rephrase it. Okay?

A Yes.

Q Likewise, if you answer the question, then I'm just
going to assume that you understood the gquestion. Okay?

A Yes.

Q Nobody wants you to guess or speculate about an
answer. If you know the information, go ahead and share that
with us. TIf it means that we might have to look at some of
the documeﬁts in that box to get the answer, we can do that.
But if the information's available, we can get it. Okay?
But nobody wants you to guess or speculate. Okay?

A Yes,

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812
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0 When the deposition's done, this court reporter here
is going to type it up into a booklet. It will contain all
of the guestions and all of the answers. And you're given
the opportunity to review that for accuracy. You also can
make changes or corrections in the déposition transcript if,
you know, something was transcribed wrong, or you didn't like
what that answer was or whatever. You can change it for any
reason. But what's important for me to share with you is
that, if you change an answer, and it's an important answer,
and this case goes to trial, I'll be able to comment onn that
at the time of trial, and that could be embarrassing to you
and damaging to your credibility and potentially obviously
have an adverse impact on Suzuki because it will loock like
under oath today you testified one way, and then at the time
of trial, you testified another way.

bo you understand?

A Yes.

0] Okay.

Are you able to give us your best testimony today?

A Yes,

Q If you need to talk to Mrs. Schweitzer or any of the
represeﬁtatives that are here, vyou just let us know. Okay?

A Yes.

Q Okay.

Did you look at any documents to pPrepare to come and

SONTA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812
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give testimony today?

A Yes.

Q Can you describe for us what documents you looked
at?

B I reviewed some of the documents concerning this

case including minutes of some meetings, test reports, and
planning documents.

THE REPORTER: 1I'm sorry was that "test reports”?

THE TNTERPRETER: Yeah, the seccnd one.

Q BY MR. ORAN: And -- hold on one second. Are those
all the documents that are in there?

M3. SCHWEITZER: Yes.

MR . ORAE: Okay,

0 Do you know why you looked at those documents?

A Yes.

Q Why?

A That was because it was necessary for me to review

them in order to testify for this case.

0 Have you ever seen the vehicles that were involved

in the accident that brings us together?

A I have never seen the vehicle, However, I have seen
the photos.
Q Okay.

And did you look at those photographs to prepare for

the deposition today?

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812
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A Yes.

Q Do you know who took those photographs?

A I don't know that well.

Q Did the photographs show the Honda and the Suzuki?
A Are you asking me if those photos shoﬁed both the

Suzuki vehicle as well as Honda vehicle?

Q Yes.
A Yes.
Q Did you look at any computer simulations with

respect to how this accident happened?
A I'm not quite sure what you mean in your question.
Would you like to be more specific?

Q Well, do you know if anybody's tried to recreate

this accident with a computer program?

A I don't know that anybody tried to recreate this
accident.
Q 5o you'wve looked at photographs. You've looked at

the planning documents. You've looked at test reports.
You've looked at minutes of meetings to prepare for the
deposition.

MS. SCHWEITZER: I think we've got some confusion here.

MR. ORAN: Okay. T can clear it up.

M5. SCHWEITZER: I'm not aware of any meeting minutes
unless I'm forgetting something that's in the box but --

THE WITNESS: 1T would like to correct myself with respect

19
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to the term I used "minutes of the meetings." I looked for
them, but that was the meaning that I used the term.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Okay. Thank you.

S50 are there minutes of meetings where the fuel
system or fuel tank location was discussed?

A No, there are not.

Q There were meetings at Suzuki about fuel tank
location and fuel system integrity; correct?

A Yes,

Q Are minutes kept -- strike that.

Are minutes or other types of notes kept of those
meetings?

A Yes.

Q And has that been the practice at SMC since you
started working there -- to keep notes and minutesg?

A No, that's not the case. They are made. However,
in accordance with the document policy that we have, when the
development is completed, those documents are disposed of.

0 How long has that document policy been in effect at
SMC?

A Around 1998 we had the new document retention policy
according to which each department and each group had the
right to determine what their retention policy would be. on
the basis of our document retention policy, each group

decides how long a document should be kept. What we do in

11
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our group is that we review documents that we have twice a
year, and depending on the substance of the documents, we
decide whether we dispose of them or we keep them.

0O Because I know that earlier in the deposition you
said that you looked for minutes of meetings. Do you

remember that?

A Yes.

Q What made you -- was it -- strike that.

Was there anything in particular that made you
believe that the minutes of the meetings still existed?

A As T testified already, we have our own document
retention policy. And our group leader judges as to whether
the certain documents should be kept or not. S50 I thought
there might be some possibility that we had still those
documents. That was the reason why I looked for them.

0 Are there any minutes of any meetings at all with
regards to fuel tank location or fuel system integrity at sMmc
for any model year vehicle?

MS. SCHWEITZER: T 'm going to object. That's way -- way
beyond the scope of the deposition notice. But he can answer
if he knows.

THE.WITNESS: It is possible that there are some.
However, I did not review them for thig case; so I dont't

really know.

Q BY MR. ORAN: We're going to talk -- let me back up

12
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for a minute, just make sure T remember what was shared with

me .
You're here with respect to the design issues;
correct?
A Yes,
Q Okay.

And I'm sure you're aware of the fact that at some
point in time during this deposition we're going to talk
about the 2007 Suzuki Grand Vitara and the fact that the tank
is under the rear seats.

A Yes.

Q How about -- there must have been a meeting at some
point in time where it was discussed that the tank ig going
to be moved to under the rear seats. Would there be minutes
of those meetings?

A I think there ig a possibility. However, for this
deposition I did not look into that that far, and therefore,
I don't know.

Q So when you looked for minutes of meetings, what
specifically did vou look for in terms of documents and in
terms of time period?

A There is a place where the documents-of the
automotive body design are kept, and that's where I looked.
As for what I looked for, Y8W is the development code of the

vehicle involved in this case, and I looked for documents

13
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that might have been generated during the development of this
Y8W. That means documents around 1999, the early stage of
the development.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Let's just clarify. We did look for --

MR. ORAN: I believe you.

MS. SCHWEITZER: -- minute meetings of the YT4, which is
the new model, and we don't have those. What we do have are
these planning documents that were produced that explain the
reasons why the -- of the change of location of the fuel
tank. That would be contained in the explanation of
specifications and in -- there's also, I think, the planning
department -- a planning document in there. So we were
unable to locate any minutes of meetings relating to fuel
tank location, either the Y8W or the YT4, which is the
development code of the new model. But the documents that we
could find that discuss the change in the location underneath
the rear seats are in that bhox.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Okay?

MR. ORAN: All right.

MS. SCHWEITZER: To short circuit a whole lot of
questions here.

MR. ORAN: Yeah.

0 That happens, you know. 1It's, like, because of the

nature of this process, I have to ask guestions, and you have

14
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to answer them when a lot of times if we could just have a
conversation, it might go easgier.

Have you ever had to git for a deposition before?

A Ne, I have not.
Q Okay.

You've been kind enough to bring your resume with
you, and we're going to mark that as an exhibit and attach it
to the deposition as Exhibit 1.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1 was marked
for identification by the Reporter.)
6] BY MR. ORAN: And on the bottom of it it has a date

of May 10th, 2007; so I'm assuming that it's current asg of

today.
A Yes.
Q Okay.

What I want to do now just for a minute is I want to
talk to Mrs. Schweitzer and just kind of get an idea of what
categories from this Notice of Taking Deposition you're going
to address. So if you'd just excuse us just for a second so
-- okay. So we can go off the record for a second.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
9:37 A.M.

(Discussion held off the record.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. The time

is 9:40 A.M.
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Q BY MR. ORAN: You've kindly come here today as the
person most knowledgeable with regards to design issues and
the placement of the fuel tank in the XL7 and other Suzuki
vehicles. Are you the person from SMC most knowledgeable
about thesge igsues?

A Yes,

Q Okay.

Are you the person that makes the final decision as
to where the tank is going to be placed in an SUV?

A As far as the location of the fuel tank is concerned
-- various departments and groups including our engineering
design experiment and analysis departments -- we all come
together and hold meetings and decide on the most appropriate
location.

0 Because basically the -- everything with regards to
the chassis and the tank, the suspension all has to be
integrated together; right?

A I'm not quite sure what you mean when you say
everything has to be integrated together.

Q I'11 come at that another way.

You understand that the vehicle involved in this
accident is an XL7; correct? |

A Yes.

Q Okay.

And its production name is the Y8W?
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MS., SCHWEITZER: Development code.
MR.-ORAN: Development code?

THE WITNESS: It 1s the development code.
Q BY MR. ORAN: Okay.

Is there any other name for the platform of the
vehicle? For example, Mustangs -- Ford Mustangs are -- for
many, many years were built on what's called a Fox platform.
I was wondering if there's anything gimilar for the Y8W.

A I'm not guite sure of the gist of your question; so

let me ask you. Are you asking the name for the platform

itself?
Q Yes.
A I don't think there is any specific name to call

this platform except that it has the ladder frame structure;
s0 sometimes we call it ladder frame.

M5, SCHWEITZER: L-a-d-d-e-r.

MR, ORAN: Okay.

Q Before the XL7, was there a J series of SUV's?

A Although J series is not usged internally at Suzuki,
I'm aware sometimes the vehicles got called as J.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Can we go off the record for a minute?

MR. ORAN: Sure.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time isg

9:46 A.M.

(Discussgion held off the record.)
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THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. The time
ig 9:49 A M.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Were you involved in any way in the
development of the YH47?

A The answer is yes., Although I was not directly
handling the developmént of YH4, I was within the same group.
And as a person who has a lot of expertise on the fuel
tank~related issues, T was in a position of giving advice.

Q I know I have your CV, but can you share with us
what you believe your fields of expertise are with regards to
design?

A I am handling the area engineering design of fuel
tank systems.

Q And as part of your background over the years have
you reviewed fuel tank systems in other vehicles?

M5, SCHWEITZER: And by that you mean of vehicles from

other manufacturers?

MR. ORAN: Yes,

THE WITNESS: Yes, I have taken a look at wvehicleg of
other manufacturers.

O BY MR. ORAN: Have you looked at fuel tank systems
in all their types of vehicles or just in SUVthpe vehicles?

A Well, I am sure there are different categories of
vehicles, and it isn't that I locked at all of them.

Q Well, for example -- well, let me ask you this

18
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question. Strike that.
Does SMC have a database of articles and research,
literature about fuel tank safety and fuel tank location?

A Although it is not an official database, we do have
some text materials concerning the location of the fuel tanks
when we did some studying at the design department or other
departments.

Q And when you say "text waterials," can you tell us
more specifically what text materials are at the design
department?

n Well, materials, for example, concerning location of

the fuel tanks including photos.

Q Photos of other wvehicles?

A That's correct.

Q And when T mean "text materials," I'm talking about
articles from -- well, I saw that -- on your CV that you're a

member of the Society of Automotive Engineers of Japan, Inc.
Do you have articles from that soéiety about fuel tank
location and safety?

A Well, as far as JSAE documents are concerned, for
example, some might be kept at the library.

Q Let's say that I wanted to know what text materials
you have at SMC about fuel tank location, and I wanted to
send a request for that. What would I ask for?

A I'm sorry. I don't guite get the gist of your
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gquegtion. Would you like to elaborate on it?

Q You shared with us that there are mowme text
materials at SMC about fuel tank systems, fuel tank location.
Do you remember that?

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction. The word the
witness used was "shiryo" to which no cne-to-one English
translation exists. So "materials" would have been better.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

THE INTERPRETER: The witness said as follows: "I said
'materials, ' and I meant photographs and things like that,
and I did not really mean texts.

Q BY MR. ORAN: All right. Let me try it this way:
Are you aware of studies -- published studies -- that have
been done by either the National Highway Transportation
Safety Board or other automotive manufacturers or other
pecople in the industry that deal with fuel tank location and
fuel tank safety?

2y I would imagine there are. However, I did not -- I
have not reviewed specifically any one of them.

Q Ever?

A I would not say ever. As far as fuel tank location
ig concerned, I have not reviewed official studies, let's
say, done by NHTSA, bhut I have reviewed more general ones.

0 And when you say "wore general ones," can you tell

us what you mean by that?
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A Well, I reviewed, for example, newspaper articles on
accidents of other manufacturers! vehicles, which had
fuel-fed fire.

Q Any other general material?

A Thogse are the ones that I could think of as I sit
here today.

Q Do you have copies of thege articleg?

A Well, I would imagine -- T would imagine that there
may be some at Suzuki headquarters. Having said that, not
officially stored but personally stored.

Q Are you aware of any studies done by Ford or General
Motors or any ocother automotive manufacturer about fuel tank
location and safety?

A When you say "studies," what do you mean by that?

Q What I mean by 'studies" is where any other
automotive manufacturer, whether it's Ford, Chrysler, General
Motors, whatever -- where they've actually sat down and done
a study about where to put the gas tank in a vehicle.

A 1 am'not aware of any specific studies like that.

Q When the decision's made as to where to put the gas
tank in, for example, the Y8W, do you lock at what other

companies are doing with similar type vehicles?

A Yes, we looked at what other manufacturers were
doing.
Q Which ones?
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10:03 1 A Vehicles such as Toyota, Honda, and GM.

10:03 2 Q Okay.
10:04 3 ) Where wag the fuel tank in the YH47?
10:04 4 A For YH4 the fuel tank is located in the rear of the

5 rear axle,.

10:04 6 0 Were you involved in the decision making to place
7 the fuel tank in the rear at the rear axle?

10:05 8 A Although at that time I was not directly involved
9 with 8W development, as I was in the same group, I was in the
10 position of giving advice,

10:08 11 Q Okay.

10:05 12 S0 just so I'm clear, in the YH4 the fuel tank is
13 located behind the bumper but before the rear axle?

10:05 14 MS. SCHWEITZER: Behind the bumper? What direction are
15 you heading?

10:05s 16 MR. ORAN: All right. So let's say -- all right. Not
17 very clear. I apologize.

10:06 18 Q Let's say we're looking at the back. We're
19 standing, and we're looking at the back of a YH4. Okay?
20 You've got a bumper. Then you have the gas tank. Then you

21 have the rear axle; correct?

10:06 22 A Yeg, that'!s correct,
10:07 23 Q Okay.
10:07 24 Do you know -- I mean, we can always go find one and

25 measure it, but do you know how far the bumper is to the gas

22
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tank in terms of inches?

MS. SCHWEITZER: In which vehicle?

MR. ORAN: The YH4.

THE WITNESS: Are you asking what the distance is between
those two? |

Q BY MR. ORAN: Yes,

A I would like to check a relevant document because T
would not know specifically.

Q Okay.

Do you know if, during the development of the YH4,
there was ever any consideration given to putting the tank in
any other location?

Y Yeg. Since YH4 was a new model that we wanted to
develop, we discussed different options as to the location of
the fuel tank, taking intc consideration such factors as the
tank capacity, the suspension, the passenger compartment, and

other components surrounding the fuel tank.

0 What other locations did you consider?

A We discussed locating it in front of the rear axle
as well.

0 Were any prototypes prepared of the YH4 with the

tank in front of the rear axle?

iy No, we did not.
Q Were any drawings made?
A We did not.
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Q You told me befcore that, when you would look at
other vehicle manufacturers, you'd look at GM, Honda, and
Toyota. What gpecific vehicles would you look.at with
regards to fuel tank location?

MS. SCHWEITZER: When are you talking? What point in
time?

MR. ORAN: All right.

O With regards to the YH4, did you look at other

vehicles to see where they were putting the fuel tank?

A Yes.

Q What wehicles?

A Are you asking the manufacturer's name or vehicle
name?

Q Both.

A Toyota's Prado -- this is a Japanese name; so I
don't know how it is called in the United States -- and RAV4,

May I continue?
Q Yes.

A Honda's CRV as well as Jeep Cherokee Wrangler.

Those are the models,
Q And when you looked at those cars to see where they
were placing the tank, did you do any study to determine the

number of post-collision fuel-fed fires these vehicles had

been in?

A I'm sorry. I didn't quite understand your question.
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Would you like to elaborate on that?
Q You shared with us that you looked at some vehicles

-+ and you've told us the actual names including the Jeep

Cherokee Wrangler, RAV4, the Honda CRV -- to see where the
gas tank was located. My question is did you loock -- strike
that.

Did you do any study to see if these vehicles had
been in any post-collision fuel-fed fires?
A A study of that kind, we did not do that.
Q Let me come back to this in just a second.
In the YH4 there was some underbody protection for
the fuel tank; correct?
A I don't really know what underbody protection is.
Is that Suzuki's off-the-shelf name?
Q No. No, it's not. But I understand that on the YH4
and on the Y8W there was some sort of shield that protected
the underside of the tank. Do you understand what I'm

talking about?

A Are you talking about the shield that covers the
tank?
0 Well, I think we are almost talking about the same

thing, but does that shield cover the whole tank, or does it

only cover the underside of the tank?

A I'm talking about the component that covers the

front bottom gides --
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THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: "The left side
and the backside of the fuel tank."

Q BY MR. ORAN: Did the YH4 have a shield over the
fuel tank?

A I''m not quite sure what you mean in your question;
so let me confirm. What do you mean by the protector over
the fuel tank?

O bid the YH4 -- did I use the word "over"?

M&. SCHWEITZER: You did.

MR. ORAN: All right.

0 Did the YH4 have a shield under the fuel tank to
protect it?

A What do you mean when you say "to protect it"?

0 Did the YH4 have a shield on the fuel tank? In
fact, I'm striking that.

Did the YH4 have a gshield under the fuel tank?

A The component that we perhaps are both referring to,
may I call that fuel tank protector to make clear?

Q  Yes.

A It does have the fuel tank protector. The purpose
of this protector is to protect the tank from the pebbles
that.ma& jump up from the ground the fuel tank may touch and
to insulate from the heat that may be generated from the

miffler.

Q And -- so one of the purposes of the fuel tank
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protector was to protect the tank from sharp objects that may
get kicked up and hit the tank while the car's being driven?

A The purpose is to protect it from pebbles that may
be kicked up or comes from the front and protect the fuel
tank from the touching -- from touching the ground on bumﬁy,
rough road, which is not the ordinary road.

Q Well, why is it important to protect the fuel tank
from pebbles that may jump up from the road?

A The fuel tank is an important component for storing
fuel, and thus, it should not experience rust for a long
period of time, and therefore, we paint the fuel tank.

Let me continue.

When the pebbles are kicked up and hit the fuel
tank, the paint may come off, and rust may start from where
the paint had peeled off. 1In order to protect the fuel tank
from such, we put the protector.

Q Is one of the other reasons for the fuel tank
protector to protect the tank from sharp objects that may get
kicked up? For example, you're going down the highway, and
the front wheels hit something, and they get kicked up under
the car, and they clang, and they make all that noise. 1Is
one of the reasons of the fuel tank protector to protect the
tank from getting hit from sharp objects that are on the

road?

A What do you mean by "sharp objects"? What

27
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specifically?

Q Rocks, pieces of metal, sharp pieces of plastic,
glass.
A The protector is there in order to protect the fuel

tank in general from whatever may be on the road or on the
ground be it sharp or not.

Q Right.

Because the reason that that's an impdftant safety
feature is because you don't want a sharp object to
potentially hit the tank and puncture the tank; right?

- A You mentioned it is a safety feature, and we don't
want sharp objects hitting the tank and making a hole. I'm
not quite sure. Would you like to be more specific?

Q Is the fuel tank protector a safety feature?

A As far as the fuel tank protector is concerned, we
congider that component to function in general to protect the
fuel tank from pebbles and touching the ground. 1IFf you're
referring to protecting the fuel tank from a crash situation,
we don'‘t consider that component its role.

Q T'm not talking about crashes right now. We'll get
to crashes in a minute.

MR. ORAN: Can I just have my question read back,

And if you could pleasé translate it again,

/77
/17
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(Whereby the question was read by the reporter as
follows:
"o Is the fuel tank protector a safety feature?")
THE WITNESS: What do you mean by "safety fealture®?
Would you like to define that?
Q BY MR. ORAN: The term "fuel tank protector," that's

the term that SMC uses to describe the shield that's

‘underneath the tank; correct?

A Yes, as a component name that is the term we use.

Q And what you're trying to do with the fuel tank
protector besides insulate from heat and keep the tank from
scraping the ground and maybe causing rust is -- one of the
other reasons for that fuel tank protector is to protect the
tank from getting hit by sharp objects on the road; correct?

A Well, if I may use a general description, I believe
it is to prevent the fuel tank touching soﬁething on the
ground when the protector -- touching the ground. In that
sense it is a protector.

Q Isn't it true that one of the things that the fuel
tank protector does is protect the tank -- the underside of
the tank -- from being punctured or ruptured by sharp objects
on the road?

A I'm very sorry, but the way it was translated I
couldn't understand the Japanese very well, and that's a

question. Would you like to repeat that?
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Q All right,

One of the purposes of the fuel tank protector is to
protect the tank from being punctured or ruptured by sharp
objects that are on the road; correct?

A I have been saying that in general the purpose of
the fuel tank protector is to protect or to prevent the fuel
tank to become deformed, for example, by touching the ground
or touching something that is on the ground.

0 T understand what you said, but wy quesfion is this:
Is one of the other reasons for the fuel tank protector to
protect the tank from being punctured or ruptured by sharp
objects that are on the road?

A I have already stated the purpose of the fuel tank
protector. We also carry out various tests at Suzuki, and we
hear what happens on the market, but I have not heard such
sharp objects that you mentioned hitting the fuel tank.

Q Do you think that the reason that you haven't heard
of sharp objects hitting the fuel tank is because of the fuel
tank protector?

A I'm sorry. I couldn't quite understand your
question. Would you like to be more gpecific?

Q Right. Okay.

We know that you have a fuel tank; correct?

A Yes.

Q All right,

30
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And obviously the fuel tank contains the gasoline;

correct?
A Yes.
Q And in terms of safety, one of the things you don't

want: to have is the gas tank be ruptured or punctured;

correct?
A Yes.
Q And the reason is because, if the gas tank ruptures

or punctures, you're going to have a fire; correct?

A I believe there ig a possibility that fuel leak
would lead to fire.

Q It's more than a possibility. It's a probability,
It's a likelihood that that's going to occur; correct?

A Although I don't know much about such gtatistics, 1
said that because 1 thought there may be cases when a leakage
is very minor.

Q Okay.

But you've heard of cases where there's been fuel
leakage, and then there's been a fire where someone's either
been seriously burned or burned to death; correct?

A Yes,

Q . And so -- and you know that those fires can move
very quickly; correct?

A What do you mean that the fire could spread quickly?

0 That's exactly what I mean -- that they can spread
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in a matter of seconds.

A Well, I don't know specifically whether the fire
spreads quickly or not, but I do recognize there may be fire,

Q Right.

And your job is to protect that tank so that you

eliminate the likelihood of fire; correct?

MS. SCHWEITZER: T1'm going to object. How do you
eliminate a likelihood? 1It's vague.,

Q BY MR. ORAN: Your job is to try to prevent that

tank from being punctured or ruptured and causing a fire;

correct?
A Yes.
Q 50 now, one of the ways that you can eliminate the

rigk of fire is with this Ffuel tank protector on the
underside of the fuel tank; correct?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Object. Calls for speculation., Itts
completely unfounded in reality. You can eliminate a risk?

MR. ORAN: All right.

M5. SCHWEITZER: How do you do that?

MR. ORAN: What you're saying is the question's vague and
ambiguous. Let me just rephrase it.

Q You don't want -- étrike that.

When you put the fuel tank in the vehicle, the idea

is to not have sharp objects puncture or rupture the tank;

correct?
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A 1'm not sure about the sharp objects. However, I do
believe it is important to prevent fuel tank being ruptured
or something like that.

Q Right.

And one of the ways a fuel tank can be ruptured is
by sharp objects coming into contact with the tank; correct?

A There may be different cases of rupture. However,
as one of sguch cases I do recognize that the fuel tank comes
in contact with a sharp object and gets punctured.

Q Right .

S0 one of the things that the fuel tank protectof
does is it prevents the underside of the tank from coming
into contact with sharp objects; correct?

A As I have testified many times already, the fuel
tank protector is installed to prevent deformation of the
fuel tank for various reasonsg, for example, and that may
include sharp objects.

Q And the reason that that's an important safety
feature -- the fuel tank protector is an important safety
feature is so there's not a rupture or a puncture of the tank
that leads to a fuel-fed fire; correct?

MS. SCHWEITZER: While driving down the road? Objection.
Your guestion's vague.

MR. ORAN: Well, no. No.

Just read that back, and 1'11 rephrase it. I got
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lost now.
(Whereby the question was read by the reporter as
follows:

"0 And the reason that that's an important safety

feature -- the fuel tank protector is an important
safety feature is go there's not a rupture or a
puncture of the tank that leads to a fuel-fed fire;
correct?®)

MR. ORAN: All right.

Q And so the reascon the fuel tank protector is an
important safety feature is so that there isn't a rupture or
a puncture of the underside of the fuel tank.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Vague. When? When somebody
impacts it at 60 miles per hour, or when you're driving down
the road?

Q BY MR. ORAN: For all the reasons we've talked about
today, do you agree with me that the fuel tank protector is
an important safety feature to protect the underside of the
tank?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Vague. Ambiguous.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Go ahead.

A Ag far as the fuel tank protector is concerned, its
purpose is as I mentioned a few times. It's threefold. One
is to protect the fuel tank from pebbles that get kicked up,

protect it from scraping the ground, and insulate it from
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exhaust-rélated heat. As far as scraping the ground is
concerned, we don't want the fuel tank to deform itself when
it contacts the ground. I believe that is the component that
has those functions.

Q Okay. But my point's still the same. The reason
you don't want it to scrape the ground is because you know
that that can deform the tank and cause a leak or a puncture
or a rupture; right?

A Well, let's say if the fuel tank is deformed a
little bit on the side, then the paint may come off, or it
wmay affect adversely other components. For example, the fuel
pump may not function well.

Q Isn't it -~ we'll take a break. We'll argue about
this when we come back.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
10:52 A.M. This is the end of tape No. 1. Thank you.

{(Recess taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. This is
the start -- sorry. We are back on the record. This is the
start of tape No. 2. The time is 11:03 A.M,

0 BY MR. ORAN: Do you agree that, if the tank in the
YH4 or the Y8W or the ¥T4 -- any of them -- if Ehat scrapes
the ground, there is a potential for the tank to be ruptured

or punctured or leak?

A I don't agree with that scraping the ground will
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result in rupture or something like that.

0 Ag part of your background and training and vyour
education and your knowledge, did you learn that, if a fuel
tank scrapes the ground, that there's the posgsibility or the
potential for it to rupture or leak?

MS5. SCHWEITZER: Isn't that the same question you just

asked?
MR. ORAN: No.
THE WITNESS: What I'm saying is that there is no

posgibility for rupture to occur as a result of touching the

ground.
0 BY MR. ORAN: How come?
A The reason why I say that is because as I already

mentioned no such incidence has occurred on the market. And
the tank may hit the ground, but that leads to slight damages
like deforming a little.

Q All right. Let me try it this way: The fuel tank
protector carried over from the YH4 to the Y8W; correch?

A As far as the protector is concerned, same is used

for YH4 and Y8W. It's a carryover,.

Q And did it carry over to the YT4 ag well?

A No, it was not carried over. It's a different
component .

Q Is there a similar fuel tank protector on the ¥YT4

like the one that was on the Y8W?
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A YT4 has a-different configuration of a protector
than Y8W.,

Q Can you briefly tell us why it's different?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Why or how?

MR. ORAN: How.

THE WITNESS: As I testified already, the purpose of the
protector for ¥Y8W is threefold: To protect it from the
pebbles that may kick up, protect it scraping the ground, and
to insulate it from heat. Becauge of its tank location,
which is behind the rear axle, the fuel tank has to be
protected from pebbles and scraping the ground.

0 BY MR. ORAN: Why? Why?

MS. SCHWEITZER: T don't think he was finished.

0 BY MR. ORAN: Oh. I'm sorry.

A May I continue?

On the other hand, because the fuel tank is located
in the front of the rear axle for YT4, the purpose of fuel
tank protector is limited to heat insulation. That is
because the location does not necesgitate protection from
pebbles and touching the ground.

Q Okay. So let me ask you this: As part of your
background and your education and your training and
experience, have you learned that one of your
responsibilities as a fuel tank design engineer is to protect

the tank from puncture, rupture, and leaks?
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A Yes.

Q In what ways have you learned to protect the tank
from puncture, ruptﬁre, or leak?

A I have learned to design the structure to protect
the tank with structural wembersg such as frame rails and
cross members in order to protect the fuel tank itself from
being damaged.

0 Have you learned that the safest place for the fuel
tank is under the rear seat?

A I have not learned that. Regardless of the location
of the fuel tank, be it under the rear seat or behind the
rear axle, the important thing is to protect the fuel tank
with structural members surrounding the fuel tank,

Q And the reason that you put these structural members

around the fuel tank is to prevent deformation in a crash;

right?

A ' That's correct, to prevent the deformation of the
fuel tank.

Q But when you have a crash -- a rear-end crash -- you

want the tank to deform somewhat, don't you?

A We don't want necessarily the tank to deform te some
extent. What's important is to protect the fuel tank in an
appropriate manner.

0 What 's important is to make sure that that fuel tank

doesn't get punctured or ruptured; correct?
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A Yes, that's correct,
Q And in fact, in terms of fuel tank location, is that
the most important consideration -- to prevent the tank from

being ruptured or punctured?

A Yes, it is.

Q And the type of things that <¢an rupture or puncture
a fuel tank include sharp objects that get kicked up from the
road;. correct?

A I believe there may be possibilities that, if a
sharp object hits the tank, it may lead to a rupture.

Q And, now, that fuel tank protector is not designed
to protect the tank in a rear-end collisiocon; correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

Q Does Suzuki Motor Ceorporation have any fuel aystem
design guidelines?

MS. SCHWEITZER: You'wre talking akout that's a written
document?

MR. ORAN: Yeah.

THE WITNESS: When are you talking about? Are you
talking about the time for the development of 8W?

0 BY MR. ORAN: 0h. Thank you. But let's even go
back earlier to YH4. Let me ask the questiocn.

Does Suzuki Motor Corporation have any fuel system

design guidelines for the YH4?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Objection. Vague.
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But you can answer the question.

THE WITNESS: At the time of YH4, documented design

standards like SES -- S$-E-§ -- did not exist.
Q BY MR. ORAW: Did they exlst for the Y8W?
A No. The same.
Q Do they exist for the YT4°?

THE INTERPRETER: YT4?

MR. ORAN: T,

THE WITNESS: We do have the design standards now.
However, when they were drafted, it was aboub the time of T4
development; so I'm not guite sure how the timing was.

Q BY MR. ORAN: So did Suzﬁki Motor Corperation have
any fuel system or fuel tank location design guidelines at
any time before 2005?

MS. SCHWEITZER: And just to be clear, yvou're talking
about internal written guidelines as opposed to FMVSS and
stuff like that?

MR. ORAN: Right.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Okay.

THE WITNESS: Although we did not have official
guidelines as internal materials, we had guidelines as to
what.deéigns we ought to do. Having said that, T would like
to correct my statement a little, Is that all right?

Q BY MR, ORAN: Yes,.

A We have had design standards for a long time. It
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was -~ although I wasn't sure, ag I gaid, exactly when,

sometime around 2005 or 2006, we revised the design standards

we had.

Q So did you have fuel system design standards for the
Y8W?

A Yes., I'm sorry. We had them.

0 Do you -- does SMC still have them?

A I think so.

Q And in those fuel system design standards, do they

discuss fuel system integrity? fuel system safety? fuel tank
location? isgssues like that?

A Although I am not that certain unlegs I check the
standards, to the best of my recollection there are no

descriptions of such.

Q Well, what are the fuel system design standards
about?
A There are descriptions of bagic design methods and

improvements of the issues that had occurred in the past.

8] If I use the phrase "known impact areas," do you

understand that phrase?
A No, I don't.

0 Do you ~- okay. Let me ask this: The Y8W was built

on a ladder frame; correct?
A Yes, that's right.

Q And the -- do you know if the Toyota, whose name of
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the vehicle was in Japanese -- do you know if that vehicle is

built on a ladder frame?

A I don't have a clear recollection of that.

Q Do you know if the RAV4 is built on a ladder frame?
A It does not have the ladder frame.

Q Does the Honda CRV have the ladder frame?

A No, it doesg not, I don't think.

Q 0f all the wvehicles that you mentioned, am I correct

that the Jeep Cherokee Wrangler is the only one that had the
ladder frame?

A Well, I looked at those photos in order to locate
the fuel tank, and thus I don't have a clear recollection.

Q So as you sit here today, you don't know whether the
Jeep Cherokee Wrangler pre-2000 was built on a ladder frame?

A What I'm saying is I did check on that earliex, but
as I sit here today, I do not recall clearly.

Q Was the Jeep Cherokee Wrangler ladder frame the
model for the ladder frame that you used in the Y8W?

A I'm sorry. I didn't qguite hear the translation.
Would you like to repeat that?

Q Was the Jeep Cherokee Wrangler ladder frame the
model or the idea that you used for the frame in the Y8W?

A The answer is no. We had the tradition of vehicles
using that ladder frame even before YI4; so we used those

vehicles as the basis for the developwent of YH4.
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Of other Suzuki vehicles?

A That's correct.
Q What other Suzuki vehicles -- strike that.
Did any other Suzuki -- let me try one more time.

What other Suzuki vehicles used the ladder frame?

MS. SCHWEITZER: I'm going to object. 1It's overbroad and
not limited to the scope of the deposition.

But vou can answer.

THE WITNESS: Sidekick, which was a model developed
before YH4, and models with the development codes of YR6é and
R7, although not sold in the United States, fit the category.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Did each of those vehicles have the
tank located in front of the rear axle? You know, in between
the bumper and the rear axle. Let me try it this way: Did
each of those vehicles have the tank located between the
bumper and the rear axle?

A The Sidekick had the fuel tank between the bumper
and the rear axle, and YR6, R7 had the fuel tank in front of
the rear axle.

Q Were the YR6s and the YR7s -- strike that.

What type of vehicle were the YR6s and the YR7s?

A YR6 and R7 were de%eloped on the basis of what the
Japanese regulation calls mini vehicles, which means that the
total length of the vehicle ig limited to thirty-four hundred

millimeters. Because of this limitation, it was difficqlt to
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place the fuel tank in the back of the rear axle, and it was
decided to put the fuel tank in the front.

Q Are the YR6s and the YR7s still distributed?

A Yeg, we still produce these models.

If I may add, YR6 is sold only in Japan. YR7 is
sold both in Japan as well as overseas. Having said that,
though, it is still based on the limited total length of the
vehicle -- thirty-four hundred wmillimeters -- although it is
extended a little bit with the bumpers. I'm talking about
the export model of YR7Y.

Q But the point is that the YR6 and the YR7 are builkt
on a ladder frame; correct?

A Yes, that's right.

0 The same frame that you used in the Sidekick and the
YH4 and the Y8W; correct?

A Not exactly the same, but in a senge they are all
called the ladder frame. It's the same,

Q What year was the YR6 and the YR7 first developed?

MS5. SCHWEITZER: You know what? I've given you some
leeway about this. Can you identify where in your depo
notice this relates to?

MR. ORAN: I probably can't, but I can identify that on
page 2 of the deposition notice at line 17 through 19 it
says, ﬁIf a 'person most qualified to know' deposgition is

being taken, said person will be questioned on all subjects
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relevant to this case and not just the subjects designated
below.™"

MS. SCHWEITZER: Well, that's -~ you might say that, but
that's not what the code provides. So I'll let you ask one
more gquestion on this, and then you need to move on.

I don't remember what the original gquestion is.

Q BY MR. ORAN: All I wanted to know is really simple.
What year was the YR6 and the YR7 -- strike that.

What year did the YR6 and the YR7 begin development?

A ¥'m not sure exactly when. I believe it was before
1998 maybe by a few years, but I don't really know.

Q A}l right.

When the decision was made to develop the Y8W --
strike that.
I's the ¥8W an SUV?

A Yes, it is.

Q And when the decision was made to develop the Y8W,
did you look to see where Ford and Chrysler and General
Motors and Volvo and Mercedes were placing the gas tanks in
their SUVs?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Compound.

MR. ORAN: Let me break it down.

0 When the decision was made to develop the Y8W, did

you loock to see where Ford was putting the gas tank in its

SUVs?
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A We don't know exactly because we don't have any
records of that -- looking into other car manufacturers.
WhatVI can say 1is in general we looked at other
manufacturers' vehicles.

THE INTERPRETER: The interpreter wanted to find out
whether he said "record" or '"'recollection," and he said itfs
the record.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Did you learn that with the exception,
basically, of the Jeep Grand Cherokee that the Ford Explorer
and the Volvo and the Mercedes and everything else -- that
all the tanks were located towards the rear seat?

A I was aware that some vehicles carried the fuel tank
under the year passenger seat. However, I was not aware that
all the vehicles did.

Q Which ones were you aware of that carried the fuel
tank under the rear passenger’s seat at the time you were
developing the Y8W?

A I am aware that Toyota's RAV4 and Honda CRV had the
fuel tank there.

Q Under the rear passenger seat?

A Yes.

Q At the time you were developing tﬁe Y8W and thinking
about where to place the fuel tank, did you give
consideration to putting the fuel tank -- at the time that

you were developing the Y8W, was there consideration given to
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putting the fuel tank under the rear passenger's seat?

A We looked into that option as well.

Q And were drawings prepared with the option of
placing the fuel tank under the rear passenger seabt?

A No, we did not.

Q When you say that you considered the option, who
else considered the option besides you?

A In addition to the engineering design people, the
experiment and analysis people came for the discussion and
made the decision.

Q And so that would have been one of those meetings
where there would be a discussion about where to place the
fuel tank, and minutes would have bheen kept; right?

A That is correct. Minutes were taken. However, as I
testified already, since the development is completed, the
documents were disposed of.

) So now -- and those minutes would have identified
the names of all the people that participated in the
discussion about where to place the fuel tank; correct?

A Yes.

Q And those minutes would have identified the prog and
the cons as discussed by everybody or the positives and the
negatives as discussed by everybody as to where the fuel tank
should be placed; correct?

A Yes.
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Q And what would have happened at that meeting is that
actual -- some drawings would have been prepared or some
models would have been prepared to show everyboedy in
attendance "Here's what the car's going to look like if we
put the fuel tank under the rear passenger's geab, and here's
what the car's going to 1o§k like if we put it under" -- let
my try that again.

And there either would have been models or drawings
or something to visually demonstrate what the car would look
like if it -- if the fuel tank was placed under the rear
passenger's seat versus behind the bumper; correct?

A We did discuss advantages and digadvantages of
different locations. However, we did not prepare drawings or
models.

] Do vou remember the names of anybody else that
participated in those meetings?

A Well, that occurred a long time ago, and we don't
have the minutes, and I don't recall that.

0 What advantages were there to placing the fuel tank
in the Y8W under the rear passenger seat?

. Let me confirm your question. You are asking what
the merits would have been had we placed the fuel tank under
the rear passenger seats for 8W?

Q Right.

A One of the advantages that I could think of by

48

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812




=

11:54

11:54

11:55

11:55

11:55

11:55

11:56

11:56

11:57

10

11

12

13

14

is

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EA12-005
PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION

moving the fuel tank, which was in the rear of the rear axle

to the front, that particular space would have become

!

avallable, which meant we could have lowered the floor of the

luggage compartment. That would have improved the access to
the 1uggagercompartment.

Q What other advantages were there?

A We also learned that by moving the fuel tank
forward, we could have installed independent suspension
system for the rear. BAlthough we didn't do it, that would

have improved the riding comfort.

Q What other advantages?

A Those are the advantages I could think of as I sit
here today.

Q Does putting -- strike that.

Does placing the fuel tank under the rear passenger
seat provide more protection to the fuel tank in rear-end
accidenta?

A I would not agree with a comment that moving it
forward would have made it safer. The reason why I say that
is the important thing is the fuel tank is protected from
structural members such as the frawme and cross members be it

in the front or in the rear of the rear axle.

MR. ORAN: Did you -- when you said "protected from," you

meant "protected by.™

MS. SCHWEITZER: She did. That's what I heard. I wrote
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"protected by."

MR. ORAN: I heard "protected from."

Did I hear it correctly?

THE REPORTER: Yes,

THE INTERPRETER: "By." Interpreter correctiorn.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

Q The -- all right.

One of the things that you know as a design engineer
is that high-speed rear-end accidents are going to occur;
correct?

A Well, when you say "high-speed rear-end crasheg,®
what do you mean specifically?

Q All right.

You saw the photographs of the Honda and the XL7
that were involved in this accident; correct?

A Yeg, I did.

0 And you could tell from those photographs that this
wag a rear-end accident; correct?

A Yes, I did.

Q Did you analyze the angle of impact?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. He's not going into accident
reconstruction. He's not here to talk about this accident.
He's here to respond to your Notice of Deposition.

Don't answer that question.

0 BY MR. ORAN: My point is a little bit different.

50

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812




- 11:

11:

11

12:

12:

12

12:

12:

12:

12

12:

59

59

:5%

00

[¢14]

00

oo

00

00

101

01

10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

EA12-005
PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION

My point is that you know as a design engineer that Suzuki

vehicles are going to be involved in rear-end accidents;

correct?
A I am aware there are rear crashes.
0 Right.

And that weans that other vehicles like the Honda in
thig case may rear end the XL7; righﬁ?
A Yes.
Q And those types of accidents are going to occur -~-
well, strike that.
Ag a design engineer you understand that those types
of accidents are going to occur at all types of different

speeds; right?

A Yeg., I believe there are different cases on the
market .
Q Right.

And sometimes these rear-end accidents are going to
happen at five miles an hour, and sometimes these rear-end
accidents are going to happen at sixty-five miles an hour;
correct?

A I don't know how frequently these accidents occur in
terms of statistics, but we ére aware of that.

0 Set aside how often they occur in terms of
statistics. What I want to just ésk you about is as part of

your training and experience as a design engineer, one of the
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things you take into account is the fact that these rear-end
accidents are going to happen at speeds from five miles an
hour up to seventy miles an hour; correct?

A Yeg,

0 And these rear-end accidents are going to happen at
all types of different angles; correct? Sometimes they're
going to be straight on. Sometimes they're going to be
offset. Sometimes they'll be obligque. All kinds of
different angles; correct?

A Yes.

0 And one of the other things that ybu think about in
these rear-end collisions or accidents is that there's going
to be override situations and underride situations; right?

A Yes, that's correct.

0 And do you agree that the highest percentage of
vehicle collisions that occur are rear-end accidents?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Exceeds the scope of the
notice of deposition,

0 BY MR. ORAN: Go thead.

A I don't know because I'm not an expert in that area.

Q Does SMC have any power point -~ strike that.

Does SMC have any sort of power point or computer
presentations that you or someone else gives to the other
fuel tank design engineers about fuel tank location or fuel

tank safety?
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A Yes, we do that.

0] And those are at 8SMC headquarters?

A Yes, that's right.

0 For how many years have you been doing that?

A Well, T can't give you the exact date because that's

not what wmy section does.

O What section does that?

: Right now that capacity belongs to the analysis
section. In the past it was with the experiment section.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Time-out.

MR. ORAN: Do we need to go off the record?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Yeah. Go off the record for a minute.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
12:08 P.M.

(Discussion held off the record.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. The time
is 12:08 P.M.

Q BY MR. ORAN: I may have misspoke when I -- or there
was a little bit of confusion in terms of translation. So
when T mentioned power point, I actually meant a power point,
you know, with slides, but I think what you understood was
computer simulations.. Aﬁ I correct?

h That's correct.

0] And those computer simulations you brought and are

part of the materials; right?
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A Yes., That's right.
0 Okay,
one of the things that you consider as a design
engineer and you would have considered in the development of
the YB8W is the risk of post-collision fuel-fed fires;
correct?

A We always consider fuel tank safety whenever we
develop a new model, not limited to Y8W.

Q Preventing post-collision fuel-fed fires is one of
the highest priorities that you have as a design engineer;
correct?

A Yes. That's right,

Q And has it been the philosophy of Suzuki Motor
Corporation that, if a rear-end accident is survivable, then

fire should not burn or kill anyone that's involved in the

accident?

A Yes.

Q Now, earlier in the deposition I asked you about --
I used a phrase called "known impact areas."' I want to see

if we can come to a common understanding of what I'm talking
about.

As a design engineer you know that, when there's a
rear-end accident, the back of the Suzuki i1s going to crush
or collapse or become deformed; correct?

A Yes.
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Q And when that happens, the tank c¢an alsoc crush or
collapse or become deformed; right?

A Does your question refer to this accident, or are
you speaking in general?

] In general.

A Although we design to make sure that within the
reasonable range the fuel tank is protected; however, in
cases where our --

THE INTERPRETER: Interpreter correction: "In cases
where the range ig exceeded, then I think it is posgsible that
the tank gets deformed."

0 BY MR. ORAN: Well, when you say "the reasonable
range," what do you mean by "reasonable range"?

A I meant by that term the range where the legal test

requirements exist or our internal Suzuki test is carried out

during the development -- design and the development of our
vehicles.
Q So when you say "the legal test requirements,™

you're referring to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety

Standards; correct?

A Yes, that's correct.

0 But don't you understand -- hasn’'t it always been
your understanding that the FMVSS is only a minimum standard?

It's not a maximum standard?

A In addition to FMVSS, we carry out Suzuki internally
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required test with more stringent conditions.

Q So back to my question, though, FMVSS only sets a
minimuam standérd; correct?

A I'm sorry. I didn't understand "minimum
requirement” part. I thought they were legal requirements.

Q They are, but they're the minimum legal
requirements.

MS SCHWEITZER: That's your interpretation.

MR. ORAN: That's the correct interpretation.

Q All right.

So what SMC does is that it conducts the tests that

the PFederal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards require; correct?

A We do carry out FMVSS tests. In addition to thét,
we carry out tests that are required by Suzuki.

0 Right.

And those are the 50-mile-per-hour car-to-car tests;

correct?
A Yes. That's correct.
Q And Suzukits been doing those tests for a few vears

ag well as all the other manufacturers; right?

MS. SCHWEITZER: To the extent you got testing guestions,
they should be addressed to --

MR. ORAN: You know what? Don't worry about it. Strike
that question. That's fine.

MS. SCHWEITZER: 1It's rhetorical anyway.
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MR. ORAN: Yeah. I already know the answer.
Q But I guess -- I was making a point here, and the
point is that -- now --
MS. SCHWEITZER: Is it lunchtime?
MR. ORAN: We can take a break. That's fine.
MS. SCHWEITZER: Well, if you're -- I don't want --
MR. ORAN: I'm not in the wmiddle of anything. Don‘t
worry.
MS. SCHWEITZER: Want to take a break? Lunch break?
MR. ORAN: Yeah. We can take a break.
Off the record,
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
12:20 P.M.
(Lunch.recess 12:20 P.M. TO 1:35 P.M.)
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: All right. We are back on the record.

The time ig 1:37 P.M.

Q BY MR. ORAN: You're ready to start again?
A Yes.
Q During the first session, unless you told me to the

contrary, you did understand all the questions I asked?
A Yes.
Q Okay.
Again, if I'm not making the guestions qlear, jugt
please let me know. Okay?

A Yeg.
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Q So with respect to fuel tank placement, the job of
the engineer is to protect the fuel system from being damaged
in all types of rear-end accidents; correct?

A What do fou mean by "all types of accidents"?

Q What I mean by "all types of accidents" is from
different angles, different rear-end accident angles, and
different type -- different speeds.

A We consider the protection of the fuel tank at
gspeeds covered within the rational range that we consider.

Q And what's the rational range that you congider?

A The range that we carry our tests within, as I
mentioned before, legally reqguired test and in Suzuki
internal standard tests. It's my belief that the majority of
the accident cases are covered within this range.

Q In Japan there are highways and freeways; correct?

A Yes,

0 What's the speed limit?

A On the so-called highways or freeways, it is a
hundred kilometers per hour.

Q And what's -- do you know what the -- what the
equivalent is in miles per houx?

A I think it's about 60 miles ber hour.

Q Okay.

And here in the United States the speed limit on

most of our freeways is 55; right?
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13

13:

13

13

13:

13

13

13:

13:

13

140

41

41

141

41

141

:43

43

43

144

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

15

20

21

22

23

24

25

EA12-005
PRODUCED BY SUZUKI MOTOR CORPORATION

A Well, I don't have any understanding of what the
speed limit is on the U.S. highways.

Q Okay.

So if somebody in Japan is driving a Honda at the
speed limit of 100 kilometers or 60 miles an hour, and they
rear end a Suzuki XL7 just like what happened in this case,
is that person going a reasonable speed?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. That's an incomplete
hypothetical. 1It's vague, ambiguous, and it's in excess and
beyond the scope of the deposition notice, and I'm going to
instruct him not to answer.

MR. ORAN: I -- nevermind.

Q As a design engineer, when you are putting a tank in
its location with respect to any vehicle, you do take into
account what the speed limits are in whatever country the
car's going to be distributed in; correct?

y:\ I'm not gquite sure the gist of the question -- the
last question you asked -- so maybe you can be a little bit
more specific, please.

Q In deciding where to place -- strike that.

In deciding where to place the fuel tank in the Y8W,
did you consider the fact that the drivers in Japan can go at
least 60 miles per hour on the roads?

A When you say "60 miles per hour," the vehicle is

driven at that speed, and they crash?
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Q Yes, but let me try again because I'm still not, I
don't think, making my question as clear as I'd like it to
be.

As a degign engineer, when you're thinking about
where to place -- where to locate the fuel tank, do you
consider the fact that accidents can occur at 60 miles per
hour?

A Ag I have already testified, the Suzuki internal
crash test standards as well as the speed specified by FMVSS
are considered when we design our car in consideration of the
safety that it requires. In the United States or in Japan,
we take safety crashworthinesg into account in that sense.

Q You know that cars traveling on the highways and
freeways in Japan travel at speeds greater than &0 miles per
hour; correct?

A It is believed that there are cars that would be
driven in excess of the speed limit, which is 60 miles pex
hour.

0 You are aware as a design engineer that vehicle
accidents occuy when one car's going 60 miles an hour and
rear ends another car; correct?

A Yes, I recognize that as a possibility.

0 And in deciding where to place a tank in a vehicle,
one of the things that you need to consider is the fact that

accidents can and will occur at 60 miles per hour; correct?
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A Well, let me confirm the gist of your question. Are
you asking me we assume that there would be accidents at 60
miles per hour or more when we desiéned the wvehicle?

Q Yes.

A As I have already testified, when we desgign our
vehicles, we make sure that the vehicles have
crashworthiness, safety protection within the reasconable
range of FMVSS tests and Suzukl internal test standards.
Having said that, we take the position because it is not
possible to recreate and test all the conditions of the
accidents that may actually occur on the market.

Q And because it's not possible to test or recreate
every type of accident that may occur on the market, you as
the design engineer -- you need to just consider those
possibilities that those types of things can happen; right?

A As I have already testified, we design to make sure
that we secure the crashworthiness on the basis of the
aforementioned reasonable range that Suzuki considers.

Q Do you design based on the fact that vyou know that
vehicles are going to be traveling at 60 miles or 65 miles an
hour and get into rear-end accidents?

A I do recognize that those accidents do occur.
However, as 1 testified already, the way Suzuki designs our
vehicles is that we base our crashworthiness protection

within the reasonable range that I mentioned.
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13:53 1 Q So even though you know that accidents can occur at
2 highway -~ at legal highway speeds that are above the
3 reagonable range in which Suzuki tests its vehicles, you
4 don't congider the fact in placement of the tank -- let me

5 try that over because it's getting too long.

13:54 6 Have you ever heard of the word "foreseeability"?
7 And let me just add this: When I ask about this -- and
8 believe me. I'm not trying to be insulting or pejorative ox

9 anything like that. I just want to make sure that I'm
10 communicating the right concept. Okay? So when I say "have
11 you heard of this,® "have you heard of that," again I'm just

12 trying to make sure we're communicating. Okay? All right?

13:55 13 A I don't have a good grasp of that term.
11:55 14 Q Ag a design engineer are you trained that you have
15 to anticipate -- reasonably anticipate that accidents are

16 going to occur in certain ways?

13:56 17 A I am not.

13:56 18 MS. SCHWEITZER: You're not what?

13:56 19 He said, "I am not"?

13:56 20 THE INTERPRETER: Trained that way.

13:56 21 Q BY MR. ORAN: You are not trained that way.

13:56 22 -Dolyou participate in any way in the crash testing

23 that's done?

13:57 24 A There are occasions when I attend and observe such

25 crash tests. In addition to that, I may listen to the
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analysis of the test results.
Q | I mean, that would be important information --
strike that.

The crash test results would be important
information for you to have to decide whether the tank
location is right or wrong; true?

A I believe such results are important in
consideration of the safety at the fuel tank.
Q So, for example, with the ¥W -- gtrike that.

For example, with the Y8W, a decision's made to
place the tank behind the bumper, and then crash tests are
done on the vehicle; true?

B Let me confirm. Are you asking me if we place the
fuel tank behind the bumper?

O Yeah.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Why don't you say "behind the rear
axle"?

MR. ORAN: Behind the rear axle.

MS. SCHWEITZER: It will be a lot easier.

Q BY MR. ORAN: I'm sorry. 1 just didn't want to do a

whole little speech.

The fuel tank is between the bumper and the rear

axle; correct?
A Yes. That's right.

Q And then you do crash tests; correct?
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A Yes., That's right.

Q And do you as the design engineer look at issues of
intrugion by the -- from the vehicle that's crashing into the
rear of the Y8W?

A When you say "interested or observe," what do you
mean by that?

MS., SCHWEITZER: '"Interested"?

THE REPORTER: You sailid "“intrusion.'

MS. SCHWEITZER: "Intrusion."

THE INTERPRETER: "Look at." Sorry. ook at." "What
do you mean by 'lock at'?"

Q BY MR. ORAN: Were you personally involved in any
crash tests involving the Y8W?

A At that time, T was not directly involved in the
development of Y8W, and therefore, I wasg not directly
involved, although I reviewed records.

Q Were you the one that made the decision to place the
tank in front of the rear axle on the Y8W?

MS. SCHWEITZER: That was asked and answered this
morning.

THE WITNESS: Let me confirm your question, Are you
asking me.if‘the location of the fuel tank is in the front of
the rear axle? 1In the front?

Q BY MR. ORAN: I'm sorry. I'm just getting confused;

go let me just back up and try something.
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Tell me where the gas tank is in the YBW.

A In the Y8W the fuel tank is located in the rear of
the rear axle between that and the bumper.

Q All right.

Are you the one that made the decision to place the
fuel tank in that location?

A Since I was not directly inveolved with the
development of Y8, it was not I who made that decision.

0 Who made the decision?

A I think I testified in the morning that when Y8W was
being developed, there are meetings that were held among the
engineering design people as well as experiment and analysis
department people, and together they made that decision.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We have 10 minutes remaining on tape.

0 BY MR, ORAN: With regards to the experiment and
analysis department, do vou know if they kept minutes of the
meetings with regard to fuel tank location?

A I would not know that.

0 When the meetings were held with your department and
experiment and analysisg department, do you know if more tﬁan
one person was making notes or taking minutes of those
meetings?

A I cannot really answer as I sit here today to that
kind of guestion as to how minutes were taken.

Q What exactly was your role, then, with respect to
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the placement and location of the fuel tank in the Y8W?

MS. SCHWEITZER: You're asking him personally or his
department?

MR. ORAN: I'm asking him personally.

THE WITNESS: I had had many experiences in the
development of different wvehicleg' fuel tank systems
including the wmini wvehicles that are sold only in Japan
through compact vehicles as well as SUVs. I wag in a
position of giving them an advice on the basis of my
expertise when 8W was being developed.

O BY MR. ORAN: Who iz the person that signed off on
the final location of the tank in the YBW?

MS. SCHWEITZER: From the design department? the testing
department.?

MR. ORAN: The design department.

THE WITNESS: I cannot give you a clear answer to that
guestion unless I see records of that time.

0 BY MR. ORAN: Okay.

When the Y8W was being crash tested, do you recall
ever going and looking at the damage that was done to either
the vehicle that was crashing into it or to the test wvehicle?

A I have seen the degree of damage based on the record
made at that time.

Q Did you ever personally examine the front end of the

car that was rear ending the XL7? Did you ever personally
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examine the front end of the car that was rear ending the
Y8W? And I mean actually look at the test vehicle. Not look
at the pictures. Look at the vehicle itself.

F: I did not see the actual front-end situation of the
vehicle that crashed.

Q Have you ever heard of a concept that when a -- that
a car can look friendly, but then when it crashes into -- or
rear ends another vehicle, it can look ugly? Have you ever
heard that concept?

A Let me ask some of the terms yvou used in the
guestion. I don‘£ gquite understand a car looks friendly, but
afterwards it looks ugly.

Q Ckay.

Have you ever heard of the concept of a hostile
environment?

A No, I have not.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We should probably change tapes now.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. This is the
end of tape No. 2. This ig the end of videotape No. 2.

Thank you.
(Recess taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. This is
the start of tape No. 3. The time ig 2:25 P.M.

0 BY MR. ORAN: All right. Let me trxry this this way:
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On the ¥Y8W fuel tank, the cross members and the ladder frame
are what protect it; correct? Strike that. I don't like
that. That's not what I meant to say.

MS. SCHWEITZER: The rear structure.

MR. ORAN: The rear structure.

Q All right.

As a design engineer one of the reasons you do the
crash tests is to see how much intrusion is caused by the
vehicle crashing into the rear of the Y8W; correct?

A Well, the purpose of the test is not to see how much
intrusion would occur by the crashing wvehicle. Rather, it is
to make sure that the fuel tank is protected with the rear
structure.

Q Well, what is it about the rear structure of the Y8W
that protects the fuel tank?

A I believe the rear structure members such as frame
rails, tail member, and other members and the member that is
on the right side, they together protect the fuel tank.

Q They don't -- do those structures work as a shield

for the tank?

A When you say "work as a shield," what do you mean by
that?
Q Well, vyou know if the fuel tank protector -- how it

protects the whole underside of the tank? Do those rear

structures work in that fashion?
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A The aforementioned rear structure members such as
the frame rails and cross members protect the fuel tank.
However, the fuel tank protector is not considered as
gomething that protects the fuel tank in the same sense.

MS. SCHWEITZER: I think what you're asking -- what you
want him to answer is how does the rear structure -- you need
gimpler questions -- how does the rear structure protect the
fuel tank. I think that's the information you're looking
for, is it not? Maybe I'm wrong.

MR. ORAM: I thought that was -- and it's -- I thought --
okay. Yeah. I'm trying to understand how --

MS. SCHWEITZER: Right.

MR. ORAN: -- how that works.

Q So I'1l try it that way.

How does the rear structure protect the fuel tank in
a rear-end accident?

A In a crash situation, we have the frame rails and
cross members avound the fuel tank that protect the fuel
tank. The way they do is, in a crash situation, crash energy
ig conveyed from the crogs wmember to the frame. And we
degign it so that the gtructure in the front of the fuel tank
would absorb energy and deform, bub the structure around the
fuel tank will not deform and protect the fuel tank.

Q Does the crogs member act as, if you will, a wall to

protect the rear ending car from getting into the tank?
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A Well, let me confirm what you are saying. When you
gay "protect the fuel tank like a wall," what does that mean?
In what way does the wall protect?

) Let me back up.

When you locked at the pictures, you knew that the
fuel tank in the XI,7 involved in this situation had been

punctured; right?

A Yes.

Q Do you know what part of the Honda punctured the
fuel tank? 7

A I don't know that.

Q Do you know that some part of the Honda ruptured or

punctured the fuel tank?
MS. SCHWEITZER: I'm going to object. It exceeds the

scope of this deposition. He's not here to talk about this

accident.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

Q As a design engineer you were taught -- and you
brought this knowledge with you to your job -~ that component
parts on cars can come into contact with the fuel tank;
correct?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Parts of striking cars?

MR. ORAN: Striking cars.

THE WITNESS: There is that possibility, ves, I think so.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Right.
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And that's one of the possibilities that you need to
take into congideration as a design engineer when deciding
where the tank is going to go in a vehicle; correct?

A When we design our vehicles, we consider the
structure that would protect the fuel tank regardless of
where it is located.

0 But one of the reasons why you don't want -- strike
that.

As a design engineer one of the reasons you do not
want the component parts of the striking vehicle to come into
contact with the fuel tank is because there can be a
post-colligion fuel-fed fire; true? |

A I believe it is the design engineer's respoﬁsibility
to consider so‘ﬁhét components of the crashing vehicle will
not come in contact with the fuel tank and damage it,

Q Because if components of the striking vehicle come
into contact with the fuel tank, there's a risk or a
likelihood of a post-collision fuel-fed fire; right?

MS. SCHWEITZER: I'm going to object as to vague.

You can answer.

THE WITNESS: Am I to answer the question?

Q BY MR. ORAN: Yes. |

A as far as the damage to the fuel tank is concerned,
if that is within the reasonable range, deformation will not

lead to fuel leakage.
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Q How do you know that?

A The reason why I said that is because we carried out
many tests, and we have a lot of experiences in the past, and
gsmall amount of deformation might have occurred, but no fuel
leaked.

Q All right. Well, we'll talk about that with the
deponent tomorrow.

But: just go I'm c¢lear, then, the design intent of
the frame rails and the cross members is to prevent component
parts of the striking vehicle from coming into contact with
the fuel tank; correct?-

A The purpose of those components is, rather than
saying to prevent the contact, to provide protection around
the fuel tank and absorb the energy away from the fuel tank.
"The energy," by that I mean created through the crashing
vehicle.

MR. ORAN: Can you read that back?

(Whereby the answer was read by the reporter as
follows:

" The purpose of those components is, rather than
saying to prevent the contact, to provide protection
around the fuel tank and absorb the energy away from
the fuel tank. 'The energy,' by that I mean created
through the crashing vehicle."}

Q BY MR. ORAN: Had you ever seen any studies from any
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other automotive manufacturer or NHTSA or any agency
whatsocever that componentsg from other cars -- from striking

cars in rear-end collisions can puncture a gas tank that's

‘located rear of the rear axle?

A I have heard that NHTSA has carried out such a
study. T also heard about it in a discussion with the
experiment and analysis people.

Q Have you ever seen that study?

A I have not seen sgpecifically the substance of that
study. However, I have Heard in a discussion with the

experiment and analysis people that such a study is being

carried out by NHTSA.

Q Did -- strike that.

Ag part of your training as an engineer, have you
learned that, when a vehicle strikes the rear end of another
vehicle, that parts of the striking vehicle can become sharp
objects?

A I have learned during the development and the
discussion and meetings with the experiment and analysis
people. Also, during the development and crash testing, I
have learned that c¢rashing vehicle's component may form sharp
edges. —

Q And have you learned that those sharp edges can come
into contact with the fuel tank in the Y8W and rupture or

puncture the tank?
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A During our crash testing of the development of
vehicles, it has never occurred that a sharp edge like that
damaged the fuel tank, and therefore, in that sense I don't

think I've learned it.

Q But you haven't seen every crash test, have you?

A That is correct. It goes without saying that T have

not obgserved all the crash tests. But we engineers are
always in contact with the experiwment and analysis people,

and whenever an issue comes up, we hold meetings and deal

with the countermeasures. And I'm saying such an issue never

came up.
Q If guch an issue had come up, would it have been
contained within the minutes of the -- of your department?
A I would believe that, if such an issue was raised,

it would have been taken up in the minutes. However, as 1
testified already, since the development of this vehicle is
complete, we do not have the minutes anymore.

0 And independent -- forget that. TLet's not focus on
the crash tests.

Just as part of your knowledge base, have you been

aware that a striking vehicle can have sharp edges that can
come into contact with the gas tank?

A In the past in wmy experiences of development of

various vehicles, there was an occasion when a sharp edge was

developed -- created in the test, and we incorporated
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measures to deal with that.

Q What measures did you incorporate?

a Although I.don't recall the details because this
occurred a long time ago, my recollection is that to maintain
gome distance vis-a-vig that edge.

o] But how? How did you maintain the distance?

A My recollection is that we made sure that the
gstructure of that vehicle allows energy absorption and tank
protection vis-a-vis the crashing vehicle.

0 Are the experiment and analysis people thne
department that runs the crash tests?

A Yeg, that's right.

Q all right.

Earlier in the deposition I was asking you about the
advantages of putting the tank under the rear seat -- do you
remember that? -- and you gave me two advantages. Do you
recall that testimony?

A Yes.

Q You told me a couple of the advantages. With
regards to the Y8W, did Suzuki Motor Corporation, in the year
2000 or 1999 or 2001 -- if it had wanted to, could it have
put the ténk in the Y8W under the rear passenger seat?

A If I tell you that even though we discussed the
option of placing the fuel tank under the rear passenger's

seat -- we discussed the option, but because of various
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disadvantages that we had, we could not actually realize that
option. That option was not feagible. If I say that, will I
be answering your question?

Q Yeah. 1 can work with that. But it's -- my
question -- we'll talk about the disadvantages in a second,
but what I wanted to know is -- as an alternative you
discussed it as an option. Okay? Suzuki Motor Corboration
could have designed the Y8W with the tank under the rear
pagsenger seat i1f it wanted to; correct?

A Suzuki could have 1f Suzuki wanted to. However, asg
I am sure I will have a chance to explain later, there are
extengive disadvantages for this option; so we decided not to
adopt that.

Q Did any of the disadvantages for this option have
anything to do with safety?

A No, there was not.

Q Go ahead and share with us -- because I'm not one of
those lawyers that leaves things hanging even though I might
not like what you're going to say -- what some of the
disadvantages were.

i\ The big disadvantage that I wanted to tell you was
that we wouldn't have been able to secure the tank capacity
we wanted had we moved the fuel tank in front of the rear

axle.

Let me continue.
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Q Please.

A The Y8W had the rigid type suspension in the rear.

This means that the propeller shaft would move extensively up

and down. In order to aveid this movement touching the fuel
tank, it would have been necessary to dent the fuel tank in

its configuration extensively, which would have reduced the

capacity of the fuel tank. This was a very big disadvantage.

In additicon te that, ¥Y8W had the third-row passenger seats.
From the heel position cof the third-row passenger seats,
there is a vertical floor panel called seat riser panel, and
that distance between the differential and this floor panel
wag go limited that, had we tried to put the fuel tank in
this space, it would have been very smail, reducing the
capacity of the tank. If the capacity of the tank is
limited, that meant that people will not be able to drive
continuously a distance that we wanted. This was also a big
demerit.

Q What would the change in the tank capacity have
been?

A Although I don't know the details, I did ask this
question to the people who were involved in the development
at that tiwme, and I was told thag it would have reduced the
fuel tank capacity to about half of what YH4 currently has.
That is about 30 liters.

0] How much is liters in gallons?
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A I believe one gallon ig 3.785 liters.
0 So what you're sharing with me, then, is if the tank
had been put -- in the ¥8W if the tank had been put under the

rear passenger seab, it only would have been able to hold --
how many gallons of gas?

A It would have been less than eight gallons.

Q Okay.

Sc was any consideration given, then, to putting a
shield on the tank that was located rear of the rear axle?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Vague.

O BY MR. ORAN:V Go ‘head.

A If you are talking about the heat shield or the fuel
tank protector, as I testified, that is to protect the fuel
tank from the pebbles and the ground contact as well as to
insulate from heat. I think it is insufficient to protect
the fuel tank from extensive energy that is involved in a
crash situation. That role is given to frame rails and cross
members. In order to protect the fuel tank from crashes, you
are suggesting that we will make the fuel tank protector a
lot more solid. However, when we consider the extensive
energy that is involved in a crash, that is, the amount of
energy tihat is capable of deforming the frame rail, I don't
think we can make that protector that solid.

Q Did you ever try?

A Well, the fuel tank protector has the aforementioned
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three major purposes, and therefore we didn't consider that.
What we believe is that the frame members and the cross
members have that rgle. And to answer your question, we
haven't tried that.

Q Do you agree with me that the cross members and the
frame rails are not going to prevent component parts from the
striking vehicle from hitting the tank in the Y8W?

A To protect it from the cowmponent of the hitting
vehicle -~ could I have the guestion again, please?

MR. ORAN: I don't want her to translate it yet. Just
read it back to me because I may change it.

(Whereby the question was read by the reporter as
follows:

e Do you agree with me that the cross members and the
frame rails are not going to prevent component parts
from the striking vehicle from hitting the tank in
the Y8W?")

MR. ORAN: Okay.

Q Do you agree that the frame rails and the cross

members are not going to protect -- strike that.

Do you agree that the frame rails and the cross
members are not going to proteét the fuel tank from component
parts of the striking vehicle's -- I'm sorry. You know, it's
always harder to ask the guestions all day long. So I will

spit this out.
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Do you agree that the frame rails and the cross
members are not always going to protect the fuel tank from
component parts of the striking vehicle?

A I cannot agree with that statement. The reason why
I say that is the rear structure including the frame rails
and crogs members are designed to protect the fuel tank in an
appropriate manner vis-a-vis the crashing vehicle.

Q What do you mean "appropriate manner"?

A Vis-a-vis the front structure of the crashing
vehicle, the rear structure of the vehicle such as frail --
interpreter correction -- frame members and the cross members
would get in contact with so that the tank that is surrounded
by those members is protected. While away from the fuel
tank, frame rail portions may become distorted or deformed,
absorbing the energy. 1 meant the design is made in such a
way that it is appropriately protected.

Q Does the design take into account that there will be

underride in a rear-end collision?

A Yes. That is also taken into account.
Q How?
A Even though the bumper of the crashing vehicle may

be lower, the rear structural wember such as tail wember,
cross members, and frame rails would get -- hit ags a whole
the front structure of the hitting vehicle to prevent the

underriding.
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Q So then let's say that a striking vehicle is going
67 miles per hour. Based on the design of the Y8W rear
structure, no component part of the striking vehicle should
hit the tank; correct?

MS. SCHWEITZER: I'm going to object. It's an incomplete
hypothetical. It's vague.

0 BY MR. ORAN: Go 'head.

A Although you mentioned in that the hitting vehicle
ig at 67 wmiles per hour, there are other hypothetical
conditions that are not specified, and thus I cannot answer
the question.

Q What I'm trying to learn from you is as a design
engineer is there a maximum speed at which a vehicle can rear
end the Y8W and its component parts not hit the tank?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Same objection.

THE WITNESS: I cannot answer a gquegtion that is
hypothetical like that.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Well, let me try it this way: You
know that Suzuki ran car-to-car crash tests at 50 miles per

hour; correct?

A Yes.
Q And do you know if -- only if you know. Don't
guess.

Do you know if component parts of the striking

vehicle came into contact with the gas tank?
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A No components came in contact with the fuel tank. I
am aware of this because I talked with the experiment and
analysis people on various issues including potentially
something like this.

Q Why were you concerned about something like this?

A It is not that we were concerned. It is that we
always talk with the testing and analysis people about the
test results, And I talked to the people who are involved in
the evaluation of test results and any issue that might come
up, and I confirmed during the discussion that there was no
such issue.

Q Ckay.

So have you had any discussion with anyone about
what the maximum speed would be of the striking vehicle and

not having its cowmponent parts strike the tank?

A No, 1 never discussed anything like that.

Q But as a design engineer with your familiarity with
the cross members and the frame rails in the YW8 -- stxike
that.

As a design engineer with your familiarity with the
frame rails and the cross members in the Y8W, do you know
what the maximum speed of a striking vehicle could be and not
have its cowponent parts hit the tank?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Objection. Assumes -- I mean it's a --

been asked and answered. It's an incomplete hypothetical.
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BY MR. ORAN: Go ‘head.

A I cannot answer any such hypothetical questions.

Q Let me just try to finish this line of questioning.

Let's assume that you run the exact same crash test
at -- that you run at 50, but you run them at 53 miles an
hour. Would you expect any part of the striking vehicle's
components to cowme into contact with the gas tank?

A That also is a hypothetical question, and I cannot
answer that.

Q What about 51 miles per hour? If the striking
vehicle hit the X -- Y8W -- T'm going to get that straight
LOmorrow.

MS. SCHWEITZER: I was going to say perhaﬁs these are
better asked for the tester here, but it's up to you how much
time you want to spend on this.

MR. QRAN: Yeah. 1 can save them.

All right., Let's take a quick break, and then I'm
just going to go through this notice finally, talk about the
2007, and we'll be done.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Okay.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record. The time is
3:28 P.M. -

(Recess taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the record. The time

is 3:38 P.M.
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0 BY MR. ORAN: With respect to the ¥T4 2006, the fuel
tank wag moved; correct?

A Yes. As opposed to Y8W, T4 has the fuel tank in a
different location.

Q Did moving -- okay. Strike that.

What location was it moved to?

A The location of the fuel tank for YT4 is in front of
the rear axle underneath the rear seat passenger.

Q Were there discussions in your department about
moving the tank location from the rear of the rear axle to in
front of the rear axle?

A Yes. Not just the engineering design department but
other departments such as the planning, the experiment and
analysis departments as well.

Q Are there minutes from those meetings?

A No. We don't have the minutes.

MS. SCHWEITZER: That was asked this morning.

MR. ORAN: Okay. I asked for the YT4?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Yeah. You did.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

MS. SCHWEITZER: And that's when I explained to you that
we had the planning documents.

MR. ORAN: Right.

MS. SCHWEITZER: 1It's all coming back to you now.

Q BY MR. ORAN: Did moving the tank in front of the

84

SONIA A. JAMERSON & ASSOCIATES (818) 708-9812




15:40 3
15:41 4

15:41 5

15:41 10
15:43 11
15143 12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

EA12-005

rear axle and below the rear passenger's gseat have anything

to do with salfety?

A No. It does not have anything to do with safety.
Q Why was it moved, then?
A The YT4 was a new model that we developed. And it

ig still an SUV but, reflecting a wmore recent trend, more
passenger car-like riding comfort was required. And we also
wanted to improve the access to the luggage compartment,
which was an issue with Y8W.

L.et me continue.

Q Please.

A In order to improve the riding comfort that T
mentioned earlier, we decided to install independent
éuspension in the rear for this vehicle. That meant that the
propeller shaft does not move up and down too much, which
meant, in turn, that we don't have to dent the tank
configuration so much in order to avoid the movement of the
propeller shaft. This contributed to the tank capacity. In
addition, by moving the tank to the front, the space that was
used for the tank in the rear could be used for the luggage
compartment, and we could lower the luggage compartment
floor, and that's easier acéess. In order to secure the
volume of the tank that we wanted, we were algo able to do
that because the ladder frame was changed into the built-in

l1adder frame or the so-called wmonocogue frame, which allowed
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us the extension of the wheels. In other words, T4 is wider
than 8W. This also allowed us to make the fuel tank wider,
further improving the capacity of the fuel tank, and thus it
was possible for us to move the fuel tank from the rear of
the rear axle to the front.

Q Ts the -- is that frame -- atrike that.

Was the YT4 developed in conjunction with General

Motors?

A I'm not quite sure the word that you used in that
question.

Q I read some of the sales 1iterature; so I knew about

the change in the frame. And I thought that there was
something in the sales literature that said -- and it may
have been you actually. T don't kxnow if you're the one in
the literature. I guess you went Lo General Motors, and you
studied the vehicles, or you atudied the frames. Does that
at all sound familiar to you?
A { am aware that the ¥YT4 is a guzuki original model
that we developed.
As for the sales literature that you mentioned that
ig collaboration with GM, I am not sure.
Q Okay. I'm not a hundred percent. It's really not
that important.
All right. We may have covered some of this

already, and I'm not trying to cause any of us to have to
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repeat or stay longer, but that will probably happen a little
bit; so just bear with me.

When we talk about the rear structure bumper design
of the ¥8W including, but not limited to, stiffness,
measurements, and dimensions -- and in fact, I'm just going
to ask Mrs. Schweitzer this question instead.

MR. ORAN: All that stuff's in the box; right?
MS. SCHWEITZER: Yeah. We gave you rear structure design

drawings, and we also gave you the layout that sghould have

most.of those --

MR. ORAN: Okay.

MS. SCHWEITZER: -- dimensions. I don't know what in
particular you want, but why don't you look at what we gave
you and then --

MR. ORAN: TI'm just trying to cut through the rest of
this because on this side of the table I'm getting hot.

MS. SCHWEITZER: You should say, "trying being in this
seat . "

Q BY MR. ORAN: Look, I feel as much pressure -- not
as much pressure as you, but I feel like all the eyes are on
me too. At least this way there's only one set of eyes.

We talked abou£ comparisons and photographs with
other vehicles and the Y8W. Remember we talked about the
Jeep Cherokee Wrangler, the RAV4, the Honda CRV, a Toyota

vehicle? Were there any other vehicles that the Y8W was
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compared to during the development process?

MS. SCHWEITZER: With respect to fuel tank placement?

MR. ORAN: Yeah, with respect to fuel tank placewment.

THE WITNESS: Although I cannot give you precise answers
to your qguestion, I am sure we coumpared other vehiclen as
well. Having said that, though, since the development is
completed, we don't have any documents left.

Q BY MR. ORAN: What other Suzuki vehicles have the
fuel tank rear of the rear axle as of 2001?

A Are you asking me of the vehicles that were still in
production in 2001 and had the same structure?

C Yeah.

A And in addition are vou asking only for the U.S.
market or including other markets?

Q All markets.

A If I may answer that question using the development
codes, YH4, YOL, Y1L, and old type Jimmys. I'm not quite
sure whether it was in production in 2000 when I know it was
not in production in Japan; however, there might have been
other couﬁtries where old type Jimmy was being produced.
Those are the models that fit the category, which means that

they had the fuel tank in the rear of the rear axle.

May 17
Q Please.
A I talked YR6 and YR7. They are Jimmy models. And
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when.I said "the old type Jimmy," I am referring to the
predecessor of YR6 and YR7 SUVs in Japan.

0 There were two others that you mentioned. If you
could just -- there was YOL and -- what was the other one?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Two-door YH4s.

MR. ORAN: Are they the Jls?

MS. SCHWEITZER: No. They're the J2s, but they're the
Vitara versus the Grand Vitara.

MR. ORAN: Okay.

Q and as of 2006, did any Suzuki SUVs have a gas tank
placed rear of the rear axle?

F:y The answer to that question is yes because the same

generation YH4 model is being produced overseas, for example.

Q Iz it still with the ladder frame?
A Yes, that's correct.
0 Is the YH4 that's being produced overseas the only

Suzuki SUV as of 2006 that has the tank rear of the rear
axle?

A No. One generation earlier YR6 and R7 that I
mentioned that are being produced overseas fit the same
category; that is, the fuel tank is located in the rear of
the rear axle. Having saia that, though, if you would ask me
what is produced where, I cannot answer that gquestion as I
git here today.

Q Then I won't ask that guestion.
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MS. SCHWEITZER: And just so you're clear -- because you
gaid 2006 -- the Y8W -- this vehicle -- was still sold model
year 2006.

MR. ORAN: Right. Right.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Okay.

MR. ORAN: But did I understand correctly he doesn't know
what countries those are being marketed in?

MS, SCHWEITZER: No, but the Y8W 2006 was sold here.

MR. ORAN: Yeah. Okay. I got that.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We have 30 minutes remalning on tape.

MR. ORAN: That's fine.

Q Okay. You know what always happens is as soon as
you leave, I'm going to have a million wore guestions. So do
yvou feel like coming back tomorrow morning just in case?

MS. SCHWEITZER: This is your shot.

MR. ORAN: I can't think of any.

I'm just locking at my notes.

Q Let me ask you this. And if I already asked it,
she'll tell me.

Do you know the names of any manufacturers in 2000
that were producing SUVs and had placed the fuel tank in or
about the same place SMC put it for the ¥YT4?

MS. SCHWEITZER: You can answer. He's paying attention.

Q BY MR. ORAN: I'm listening.

A T am aware of the manufacturers. At that point in
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time, Toyota RAV4 and Honda CRV fit the category.

Q Okay;

MR. ORAN: Okay. All right. Thank you.

THE WITNESS: I thank you.

MR. ORAN: Let's stipulate to relieve the court reporter
of her responsibilities under the Code of Civil Procedure.
She'll forward the original deposition to Mrs. Schweitzer,
who will figure out a way to get it signed and corrected.
And she'll have 60 days from the date she receives the
deposition transcript to have it signed and corrected, and
within 15 days after she receives it back, she'!'ll notify me
of its signing and/or any changes or corrections in it.
She'll maintain custody of the original, make it awvailable at
the time of trial. If the original is lost or misplaced, we
can use a certified copy in lieu thereof. BAnd if, you know,
by virtue of the fact that just, you know, things get delayed
or something like that, as long as I know, you know, a month
or so hefore trial, that's fine too.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Who -- do I maintain the original?

MR. ORAN: Yeah.

MS. SCHWEITZER: Is that what you just said? I know you
guys do it different aown here.

That!'s fine. You don't need to translate any of

that.

MR. ORAN: You have to say "so stipulated.®
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MS. SCHWEITZER: So stipulated.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludes the videcotaped
deposition. The time is approximately 4:05 P.M. We are off
the record. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Msg. Schweitzer, do you want to order a
copy of the transcript?

MS. SCHWEITZER: Oh, yes. The whole works. Copy, small

condensed, €D, whatever.

(Whereby the deposition was concluded at 4:03 p.m.)

*® * * * *
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STATE OF )

) ss.
COUNTY OF )

I, the undersigned, say that I have read the
foregoing deposition, and I declare, under penalty of
perjury, that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript
of my testimony contained therein.

EXECUTED this day of

2007, at

(city) - (state)

HIROYUKI MORI
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

5S.
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES )

I, Candi Donnels, CSR NO. 10436, certify:

That the foregoing deposition of HIROYUKI MORI
taken before me at the time and place therein set forth, at
which time the witness was placed under oath by me;

That the testimony of the witness and all
objections made at the time of the examination were recorded
stenographically by me and thereafter transcribed;

That the foregoing deposition is a true record as
reported by me of the testimony and of all objections made at
the time of the examination;

That the dismantling of the original transcript
will void the reporter's certificate.

I further certify that T am neither counsel for nor
related to any party to said action nor in anywise interested
in the outcome thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have subscribed my name this

10th day of Jguly, 2007.

C& W, T Dnned

CANDI DONNELS, CSR 10436
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Name: Hiroyuki Mori
Date of birth:  Jan. 25, 1959

Educational background:
March 1981: Graduated from the Mechanical Engineering Dept.
School of Engineering, Mie University

Work background:
April 1981 Joined Suzuki Motor Co., Ltd.
(current Suzuki Motor Corporation)
October 1981 Assigned to Rigging Design Group, Automobile Body Design Div.
May 1988: Group V, Automobile Body Design Div.
October  1989: Group IIH, Automobile Body Design Div.
October  1992: Assistant Manager of Group III, Automobile Body Design Div.
January 1996 Assistant Manager of Component Inspection Group at Iwata Plant,
Automobile Quality Inspection Dept.
January 1998: Assistant Manager of Group II, Automotive Body Design Dept.
October  1998: Deputy Staff Manager of Group II, Automotive Body Design Dept.
December 20020 Deputy Staff Manager of Group 111, Automotive Body Design Dept.
October  2003: Staff Manager of Group III, Automotive Body Design Dept.
April 2004: Staff Manager of Rigging Design Group, Automotive Body Design Dept.

Qualification:  Bachelor’s in Mechanical Engineering

Member of organizations outside of the company:
Membership of JSAL (Society of Automotive Engineers of Japan, Inc.)

Membership to committees:
JAMA (Japan Automobile Manufacturers Association)
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COUNTY OF )

STATE OF )

I, the undersigned, say that I have read the
foregoing deposition, and I declare, under penalty of
perjury, that the foregeing is a true and correct transcript
of my testimony contained therein.

EXECUTED this 1 th day of Qctober

2007, at  [{amamatsu , Tapan

(city) ‘ {state)

Towyabs Pnsnl

HIROYUKI MORI
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ERRATA SHEET FOR THE DEPOSITION OF HIROYUKI MORI

PAGE LINE CORRECTION AND REASON
P16 11-12 “-+ gur engineering design experiment and analysis departments --"
should be
“-- our engineering design department, experiment department and analysis
department --*
REASON: Translation correction and clarification
P18 12-13 “the area engineering design of fuel tank systems”
should be
“the area of engineering design of fuel tank system”
REASON: Translation correction and elarification
P65 8 “Y8” should be “Y8W”
REASON: Clarification
P2z 9,
P39 20,
P48 23,
P66 10,
P86 2 “8W” sholud be “Y8W”
REASON: Clarification
P25 24 “the component that covers the front bottom sides —*
should be
“the component that covers the front, bottom, sides —”
REASON: Transcription error
P26 20-24 “The purpose of this protector is to protect the tank from the pebbles that may
jump up from the ground the fuel tank may touch and to insulate from the heat
that may be generated from the muffler.”
{
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P40 10

P43 11,18,22

PAT 89
P68  16-18
P80 1315
P85 22 - P86 3
EA12-005

should be

“The purpose of this protector is to protect the tank from the pebbles that may
jump up from the ground, protect it from the ground that the fuel tank may
touch and to insulate from the heat that may be generated from the muffler.”

REASON: Clarification

“T'4” should be “YT4”

REASON: Clarification

“R7” should be “YR7”

REASON: Clarification

“the experiment and analysis people”
should be
“the experiment people and analysis people”

REASON: Clarification

“I believe the rear structure members such as frame rails, tail member, and
other members and the member that is on the right side, they together protect
the fuel tank.”

should be

“I believe the rear structure members such as frame rails, tail member, and
front and rear members and the members that are over the tank, they together
protect the fuel tank.”

REASON: Translation correction and clarification

“While away from the fuel tank, frame rail portions may become distorted or
deformed, absorbing the energy.”

should be
“The portion of the frame rail away from the fuel tank may become distorted or
deformed, absorbing the energy.”

REASON: Translation correction and clarification

“In order to secure the volume of the tank that we wanted, we werve also able to
do that because the ladder frame was changed into the built-in ladder frame or
the so-called monocoque frame, which allowed us the extension of the wheels.
In other words, T4 is wider than 8W. This also allowed us to make the fuel
tank wider, further improving the capacity of the fuel tank,”

should be

“As for the securing the volume of the tank, we were also able to do that

A
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P88 18

P89 19

because the ladder frame of YBW was changed into the built-in ladder frame or
the so-called monocoque frame of YT4, which allowed us to extend the span of
the side frames of YT4. This also allowed us to make the fuel tank of YT4
wider than that of Y8W, further improving the capacity of the fuel tank of YT4,

REASON: Translation correction and clarification

“2000” should be “2001”

REASON: Transcription error

“One generation earlier YR6 and R7”
should be

“Ono generation earlier model than YR6 and YR7”

REASON: Clarification

I, the undersigned, say that I have read the foregoing deposition, and I declare, under penalty of
perjury, that the foregoing is a true and corvect transcript of my testimony contained therein
(with the exception of the changes listed and described above).

EXECUTED this 7" day of October, 2007

EA12-005

7@%‘ Y

Hiroyuki Mori
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Vitality Issues - v Suzuki

unconsciousness or death at impact

10-23-06
Sign of Vitality During Fire Autopsy Finding Forensic Value of Vitality Indicator Autopsy Pages
Soot in Trachea Some soot in upper trachea e None, because part of trachea was burned off 6and9
Soot in Bronchi Some soot in distal bronchi e None, because lungs were burned and charred 1and 6
Soot in Esophagus None reported at autopsy ¢ Negative for swallowing of soot — is consistent with 10
unconsciousness or death at impact
Soot in Stomach None reported at autopsy ¢ Negative for swallowing of soot — is consistent with 10

Carboxyhemoglobin

< 10% COHDb saturation

Negative for inhalation of smoke — is consistent with
death at impact

Toxicology Report

Accelerant

No blood test performed for
presence of gasoline in blood

Presence of accelerant in blood indicates life during
fire — no test was performed for presence of gasoline

Toxicology Report

severely burned and charred

Lung Weight — Right Lung 600 grams ¢ Normal weight according to BMI = 547 +203 grams — 10
right lung weight is within the normal range
Lung Weight — Left Lung 470 grams ¢ Normal weight according to BMI = 472 +181 grams — 10
left lung weight is within the normal range
Pulmonary Congestion The parenchyma is congested e None, because lungs were charred 1,6 and 10
Laryngeal Edema There is no edema of the larynx ¢ Negative for inhalation of super-heated air — is 6
consistent with death at impact
Brain Congestion None reported at autopsy e Negative for congestion — is consistent with death at 14 and 15
impact
Petechial Hemorrhages in No lesions are present nor is ¢ Negative for petechial hemorrhages — is consistent 6
Mouth trauma of the gingival, lips or oral with death before thermal trauma to the neck
mucosa demonstrated
Petechial Hemorrhages in No hemorrhage is present in the ¢ Negative for petechial hemorrhages — is consistent 6
Throat adjacent throat organs investing with death before thermal trauma to the neck
fascia, strap muscles, thyroid or
visceral fascia
Tongue Hemorrhage Tongue shows no trauma o Negative for hemorrhage — is consistent with death 6
before thermal trauma to the neck
Thermal Injury - Trachea Thermal injury to trachea e None, because part of trachea was burned off 6and 9
Thermal Injury - Bronchi Soft tissues of the thoracic walls are | ¢  None, because lungs were burned and charred 6and7
severely burned and charred
Thermal Injury - Lungs Soft tissues of the thoracic walls are | ¢  None, because lungs were burned and charred 6and7
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