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MATTER # 1081757

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

07/20/2001

DATE OF NOTICE 8/26/2002

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1994 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ)

VIN 1J4GZ58Y5RC

MILEAGE

OWNER

Ontario, California

COURT Superior Court for the State of California

DOCKET # scvss092363

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On July 20, 2001, was operating a 1994 Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ), which stalled in the far right #4 lane of westbound
I-10. The vehicle was hit in the rear when a 1993 Mercedes Benz
500S being driven by at about 60 mph, was looking in his
rear view mirror to change lanes and failed to see the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ). A fire at the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ)
ensued after impact.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 1

ANALYSIS The 1994 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) was not inspected. Based on the
available information, including a detailed police accident report and
witness statements, Chrysler Group concludes that this was an
extremely severe, high energy impact, with the Mercedes Benz striking
the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) at an approximate relative
velocity of 60 mph. According to the driver of the Mercedes, he was
travelling approximately 60 mph and did not attempt to brake prior to
impact. According to the police accident report, as a result of the
impact, the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) was deformed
forward approximately three feet and the rear body of the vehicle was
buckled and sagging toward the ground. The Jeep Grand Cherokee
(ZJ) was equipped with a trailer hitch and the hitch receiver was
pushed forward and rotated 90 degrees downward in contact with the
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fuel tank. The left and right rear frame rails were bent upward at a
45-degree angle, the rear axle was pushed forward and the rear
differential case was punctured by the trailer hitch. It is likely that the
trailer hitch punctured the fuel tank causing the fire. Severe damage
to the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) and the front end of the
Mercedes Benz is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 4 Bates
Nos. PE10-031-Chrysler-001013-1015.
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MATTER # 1092191

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

10/06/2001

DATE OF NOTICE 04/16/2002

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ)

VIN 1J4FX78S2SC

MILEAGE

OWNER

Jacksonville, Florida

COURT U.S. District Court For The Middle District of Florida

DOCKET # 302cv305j25tem

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On October 6, 2001, was stopped at a red light in his
1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) on SR 111 with a posted speed limit
of 45 mph. The Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) was rear-ended by a
Lincoln Town Car being driven by n and a fire ensued.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 2

FATALITIES

ANALYSIS Based on the inspection of the 1995 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) and
other available information, including the police accident report and
witness statements, Chrysler Group concludes that the Lincoln Town
Car struck the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) at a relative
velocity of approximately 45-55 mph. This is confirmed by the police
accident report, which estimates the speed of the Lincoln Town Car at
55 mph. The front end of the Lincoln Town Car likely underrode the
Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) at impact. The high energy rear impact
likely ruptured the fuel tank of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) and
resulted in the fire. Damage to the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee
(ZJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 4 Bates Nos. PE10-
031-Chrysler-001047-1051.
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MATTER # 1187428

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME (Jesus)

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

08/09/2006

DATE OF NOTICE 12/18/2007

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

1994 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ)

VIN 1J4GZ58Y7RC

MILEAGE

OWNER

, Santa Clara, California

COURT Superior Court of California

DOCKET # 107cv091783

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On August 9, 2006, was driving a 1994 Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ) northbound on Interstate 280 near McArthur Avenue in
San Jose, California. At this location, I-280 is a divided interstate
highway with five lanes of travel in each direction. was driving
in the #2 lane and began to slow for traffic when the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ) stalled. was riding a 2006
motorcycle northbound in the #2 lane at a speed of 60-65 mph. He
alleges he came upon Torres' Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) and slowed to
about 50-55 mph. claims he looked left in an attempt to
change lanes to the #1 lane but could not move over because a
vehicle was already occupying the lane. He claims the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ) then came to a sudden stop, and his only option was to
lay the motorcycle down. The motorcycle slid into the rear of the Jeep
Grand Cherokee (ZJ) and a fire ensued.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 2

FATALITIES 0

ANALYSIS Based on the inspection of the 1994 Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) and
other available information, including the police accident report and
witness statements, Chrysler Group concludes that the impact of the
motorcycle with the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (ZJ) occurred at
a relative velocity in excess of 50 mph. The motorcycle was angled
but almost upright when it struck the aftermarket trailer hitch receiver
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(not available from the manufacturer) on the rear of the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (ZJ). The impact was a focused load on the trailer hitch
causing the hitch to fail and pushing it approximately 10 inches into
the fuel tank, puncturing it and resulting in the fire. The receiver of
the trailer hitch had sharp edges. Damage to the rear of the Jeep
Grand Cherokee (ZJ) is depicted in the photographs in Enclosure 4
Bates Nos. PE10-031-Chrysler-001069-1070.
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MATTER # 1211499

FILE TYPE Lawsuit

FILE NAME

CAIR #

DATE OF
INCIDENT

07/10/2009

DATE OF NOTICE 03/29/2010

MODEL/MODEL
YEAR

2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ)

VIN 1J4GX48S94C

MILEAGE

OWNER

Justin, Texas

COURT 348th Judicial District, Tarrant County, Texas

DOCKET # 34824446910

FIRE ALLEGED Yes

DESCRIPTION On July 10, 2009, a 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ) driven by
was moving at very low speeds in stop-and-go rush hour

traffic on NE Loop 820 in Tarrant County, Texas with a posted speed
limit of 65 mph. A 2000 White Orion bus (handicap van) (approximate
weight 20,000 pounds) driven by of the Fort Worth
Transit Authority at highway speed struck the rear of the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (WJ) and a fire ensued. The bus pushed the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (WJ) into a 2006 Chevrolet Equinox and both vehicles then
struck a 1996 Dodge Ram 1500 truck.

PROPERTY
DAMAGE ALLEGED

No

INJURIES 1

FATALITIES 1

ANALYSIS Chrysler Group inspected the 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ). Based
on the inspection and other available information, including police
accident report and witness statements, Chrysler Group concludes that
the impact of the Orion bus to the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee
(WJ) occurred at a relative velocity in excess of 50 mph. The force of
the impact pushed the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ) into a 2006
Chevrolet Equinox and the two vehicles travelled together
approximately 60 feet before coming to rest. The extremely severe,
high energy rear impact between the Orion bus and the Jeep Grand
Cherokee (WJ) likely lifted the rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ)
off the ground, severely underriding it and crushing its lower rear
structure, including the fuel tank, suspension components, the rear
axle, the frame rails and the floor board, rupturing the fuel tank and

PE10-031-Chrysler-001178



causing the fire. The extremely large mass of the Orion bus
(approximately 20,000 pounds) greatly increased the crash forces
acting on the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ). The severe damage to the
rear of the Jeep Grand Cherokee (WJ) is depicted in the photographs
in Enclosure 4 Bates Nos. PE10-031-Chrysler-001090-1092.
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