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To amend title 49, United States Code, to prohibit rental of motor vehicles under a safety 3 

recall because of a defect related to motor vehicle safety or noncompliance with an 4 

applicable motor vehicle safety standard until the renter is notified of the defect or 5 

noncompliance, and for other purposes.  6 

 7 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 8 

Congress assembled, 9 

A BILL 10 

SEC. 1. RENTAL CAR SAFETY 11 

 (a)  IN GENERAL. – Section 30120 of title 49, United States Code is amended by adding at 12 

the end the following:    13 

 “(k) LIMITATION ON RENTAL OF MOTOR VEHICLES.— 14 

 “(1) A rental car company may not rent a motor vehicle that is the subject of a 15 

notification of a defect or noncompliance under section 30118(b) or section 30118(c) of this 16 

title until – 17 

 “(A) the rental car company clearly and conspicuously notifies the renter in 18 

writing, of each notification of a defect or noncompliance received by the rental car 19 

company that is applicable to the motor vehicle, including each preremedy precaution  20 

recommended by the manufacturer in the notification, if any; and 21 

 “(B) the renter acknowledges, in writing the receipt of the notification under 22 

subparagraph (A). 23 

 “(2) Paragraph (1) shall not apply if – 24 

 “(A) the defect or noncompliance is remedied under section 30120 of this title 25 

before the motor vehicle is rented; or 26 



 

2 

 

 “(B) notification of the defect or noncompliance is required under section 1 

30118(b), but enforcement of the order is set aside in a civil action to which Section 2 

30121(d) applies. 3 

 “(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the event that the notification required by Section 4 

30118(b) or 30118(c) contains precautionary advice to refrain from driving the motor vehicle 5 

until the specified remedy is completed, the rental company may not rent the motor vehicle 6 

until the vehicle is remedied. 7 

“(4) NONAPPLICATION.—This subsection does not apply to any motor vehicle with a gross 8 

vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds. 9 

“(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection, the following definitions apply: 10 

“(A) the term “rental company” means a person who – 11 

“(1) is in the business of offering for rent motor vehicles without a driver; and 12 

“(2) uses for rental purposes a fleet of 5 or more motor vehicles. 13 

“(B) the term “rent” means to grant possession and enjoyment of a motor vehicle without 14 

a driver to a person in return for the payment of compensation for the use and enjoyment of 15 

that motor vehicle for a term of less than 4 months. 16 

SEC. 2:  COORDINATION WITH OTHER LAWS. 17 

  Compliance by a rental company with Section 30120(k) of title 49, United States Code 18 

shall not give rise to a cause of action or liability under the laws of the United States or of any 19 

State or political subdivision thereof for damages related to the commercial loss of use of the 20 

covered rental vehicles pending completion of the recall remedy prescribed in the notice to 21 

owners.   22 


