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US. Department Investigation: EA(09-001

of Transportation Prompted by: RQ08-006

National Highway Date Opened: 01/05/2009

Traffic Safety Principal Investigator: Stephen McHenry
Administration Subject: Ignition Park-Shift Interlock

Manufacturer: Honda (American-Honda Motor Co.)
Products: 2002—2003 Honda Accord models with automatic transmission
Population: 754,500 (Estimated)

Problem Description: The interlock operation of the ignition switch may not function properly, making it
possible to turn the ignition key to the "off" position and remove the key without shifting the transmission
to park, increasing the possibility of a rollaway crash. :

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total

Complaints: 16 28 36
Crashes/Fires: 11 10 17
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 92 92
*Description of Other: Warranty Claims
Action: An Engineering Analysis has been opened.

Engineer: _Stephen McHenry (W Date: 01/05/2009

Div. Chief: Jeffrey Quandt Date: 01/05/2009

Office Dir.: Kathleen C. DeMeter Date: 01/05/2009

Summary: ODI has received 16 complaints alleging failures of the ignition park-shift interlock that
allowed the ignition key to be removed from the ignition switch without the transmission being shifted to
park in model year (MY) 2002 and 2003 Honda accord vehicles with automatic transmissions. Eleven of
the complaints allege that the failure of the interlock resulted in a rollaway crash. One owner alleged that
she was almost into her house when she noticed the car rolling out of the garage and down the driveway
and that when she tried to stop the car it almost ran over her, before crashing into a cable box at the end of
the driveway. Another owner alleged that the vehicle rolled out of the driveway and struck a tree across
the street. There have been 28 complaints made to Honda regarding ignition park-shift interlock failures
in the subject vehicles, 10 of which allege rollaway crashes.

In October 2003, American Honda Motor Company initiated Recall 03V-423 to correct an ignition park-
shift interlock defect in certain MY 1999 Honda Odyssey, MY 1997-99 Acura CL, MY 1999 Acura TL,
and MY 1998-99 Honda Accord vehicles. In January 2005, Honda initiated another recall to address
defective ignition park-shift interlocks (Recall 05V-025), this time covering MY 1997-2001 Honda
Prelude, MY 1999-2000 Acura TL, and certain MY 1999-2002 Honda Accord vehicles. Not all MY 2002
Honda Accords were covered under Recall 05V-025. The remaining MY 2002 and all MY 2003 Accord
vehicles are covered in the scope of this recall query.

This investigation has been upgraded to an Engineering Analysis to continue to assess the scope and
frequency of the alleged defect.




