ODI RESUME

U S. Depariment

“of Transportation Investigation: PE08-037

National Highway Date Opened: 05/30/2008 Date Closed: 08/25/2008
Traffic Safety Principal Investigator: Cynthia Glass

Administration Subject: Engine Compartment Fire

Manufacturer: Nissan North America, Inc.
Products: 2005-2006 Nissan Armada and Titan
Population: 209,295

Problem Description: The air conditioning condenser fan motor was manufactured out-of-
specification, which could result in a fire.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total
Complaints: 6 36 42
Crashes/Fires: 6 36 42
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 570 570

*Description of Other: Warranty Claims

Action: This Preliminary Evaluation is closed. Recall #08V-284

Engineer: Cynthia Glass /’ Date: 08/25/2008
Div. Chief: Thomas Z. Cooper W Date: 08/25/2008
Office Dir.: Kathileen C DeMeter Date: 08/25/2008

Summary: On May 30, 2008, the Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) opened a Preliminary Evaluation
based on consumer complaints alleging that smoke and/or fire erupted in the engine compartment of model
year (MY) 2005-2006 Nissan Armada and Titan vehicles.

By letter dated June 24, 2008, Nissan notified the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
that it will conduct a safety recall (NHTSA #08V-284) for MY2005-2006 Nissan Titan, Armada and Infiniti
QX56 vehicles manufactured from March 17, 2005 to August 21, 2006 that are equipped with a 90-watt air
conditioning condenser fan. The recall involves approximately 180,664 vehicles. This also includes
approximately 5,689 subject condenser fans, some of which may have been installed in MY2004 and pre-
March 17, 2005 MY Nissan Titan, Armada or Infiniti QX56 vehicles as a service replacement part. Nissan -
dealers will install a special thermal protector kit on existing fans that will eliminate the potential for a fire to
oceur.

Nissan North America, Inc. (Nissan) informed ODI that the 90-watt air conditioning condenser fan was
manufactured out-of-specification allowing for excessive water intrusion and inadequate drainage of moisture
that may accumulate in the motor as a result of water intrusion or condensation. If sufficient moisture
accumulates in the motor without adequate drainage, corrosion may occur. The corrosion can cause an
increase in internal friction and an increase in the electrical current draw, resulting in an increase in the
temperature of the motor that could melt its wiring insulation and other plastic components and form a gas. If
two wires without insulation touch each other and create a spark, this gas could ignite and result in a fire.

The action taken by Nissan is sufficient to resolve the issue raised by this investigation. Accordingly, this
investigation is closed.




