Q ODI RESUME

US. Department Investigation: PE 08-007

of Transportation Date Opened: 01/29/2008 Date Closed: 06/04/2008
National Highway Principal Investigator: Derek Rinehardt

Traffic Safety Subject: Alleged Engine Compartment Fire

Administration

Manufacturer: Automobili Lamborghini
Products: MY 2004 - 2006 Lamborghini Gallardo and Gallardo Spyder
Population: 1,600 (estimated)

Problem Description: Engine Compartment Fires

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total

Complaints: 3 6 7
Crashes/Fires: 3 6 7
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 0 0
*Description of Other:
Action: This Preliminary Investigation has been closed.

Engineer: Derek Rinehardt mﬁﬁ Date: 06/04/2008

Div. Chief: Jeffrey L. Quandt Date: 06/04/2008

Office Dir.: Kathleen C. DeMeter Date: 06/04/2008

Summary: This Preliminary Evaluation was opened to investigate three reports of engine compartment fires in
the subject vehicles. Two of the reports alleged that a fire occurred while refueling. The third alleges a fire
occurred while the consumer was driving. '

Information provided by Lamborghini in response to ODI's Information Request letter identified four
additional engine compartment fires involving the subject vehicles. Four of the 7 total fire incidents reported
to either ODI or Lamborghini were alleged to be caused by ruptures of various e-gear (Hydraulic Transmission
Control System) hydraulic fluid lines spraying hydraulic fluid on hot exhaust components. Each of these
incidents involved different e-gear hydraulic lines or fittings (there are five hydraulic lines in the e-gear
system) and a review of incident vehicle service histories indicates that prior repairs may have been factors in
all four of these fires.

ODT's analysis of the two incidents of fire that occurred while refueling did not identify any vehicle factors
contributing to the fires. Based on the information provided and consumer descriptions of the incidents, ODI
cannot conclude that the fires originated within the vehicles and not on the ground in the vicinity of the
vehicles. '

Lamborghini's assessment of the seventh fire is that the driver's side fuel return line was improperly
reconnected after a fuel sending unit replacement. Service history information shows that the fire occurred 3
days and 100 miles after the sending unit replacement.
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No safety related defect trend has been identified in the subject vehicles. Accordingly, this investigation is closed.
The closing of this investigation does not constitute a finding by NHTSA that a safety-related defect does not exist.

The agency will continue to monitor complaints and other information relating to the alleged defect in the subject
vehicles and take further action in the future if warranted.



