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ODI RESUME


Investigation: RQ 07-001

U.S. Department
 Date Opened: 07/24/2007 Date Closed: 12/04/2007

of Transportation
 Principal Investigator: Bruce York-B

National Highway
 Subject: Engine Compartment Fires

Traffic Safety

Administration


Manufacturer: International Truck & Engine Corporation

Products: 2005-06 MY International Truck & Engine Corp CE School Buses

Population: 20,034 (Estimated)


Problem Description: Engine compartment fires resulting from electrical harness abrading or short

circuiting, power steering pump supply hose abrading or failures, or oil leaks from

the oil pressure switch or valve cover gaskets.


FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY


ODI
 Manufacturer
 Total

Complaints:
 0
 0
 0

Crashes/Fires:
 0
 0
 0

Injury Incidents:
 0
 0
 0

# hijufies:
 0
 0
 0

Fatality Incidents:
 0
 0
 0

# Fatalities:
 0
 0
 0

Other*:
 0
 Confidential
 Confidential


*Description of Other: Fire related warranty claims


Action: This recall query has been closed. A safety related defect trend has not been identified.


Engineer: Bruce 'York Date: 1210412007


Div. Chief- Richard Date: 1210412007


Office Dir.: Xathken C DeMeter Date: 1210412007


Summary: On August 18, 2004, International Truck and Engine Corporation notified the Office of Defect

Investigations (ODI) of several defect conditions that could potentially result in engine compartment fires

in approximately 290 Model Year (MY) 2005 Rear Engine School Buses (RESB) built from March 3,

2004 through August 5, 2004 (recall 04V-400). According to International, the three conditions that

might lead to fire on the RESB model buses include chafing of a high pressure power steering fluid hose,

chaffing of the engine electrical harness, and a leak in an optional oil pressure switch.


Continue on page 2



On July 24, 2007, after reviewing 2007 quarter one EWR data, ODI became aware of engine compartment

fire reports in Nff 2005 and 2006 Conventional Engine School Buses (CESB), seemingly similar in nature

to fires that had been described in recall 04V-400 mentioned above. As a result, ODI opened this RQ on

the CESB models to determine if the original scope was adequate (should the original recall have included

the CESB models).


During ODI's review of warranty data received in response to an Information Request (IR) letter, we did

not find a related trend in the warranty claims that suggested recall 04V-400 should be expanded to

include the CESB vehicles. It was found that the CESB engine configuration and associated wire harness,

power steering hose, and oil line configurations were completely different than the previously recalled

RESB model vehicles. Therefore, this investigation is closed. Further use of agency resources on this

investigation does not appear to be warranted. The closing of this investigation does not constitute a

finding by NHTSA that no safety-related defect exists.


Although the warranty data reviewed during the RQ did not support expanding recall 04V-400, it did

identify a new and different issue that appears to be causing fires on the CESB vehicles. Of 375 warranty

claims reviewed, 127 of the claims identified the fuse holder in the battery box as burning, shorting out or

catching fire. Therefore, a new investigation will be opened to determine if the fuse holder on the


2005-2006 CESB vehicles poses an unreasonable risk to motor vehicle safety.


