ODI RESUME

Nl Investigation: PE 07-050
U.S. Department Date Opened: 10/11/2007 Date Closed: 02/01/2008
of Transportation Principal Investigator: Sonny Murianka
National Highway Subject: Air Line Detaching From Dash
Traffic Safety .
Administration

Manufacturer: Blue Bird Body Company
Products: Blue Bird All American RE 2006-2007 with Air Brakes
Population: 8,857 :

Problem Description: Air brake lines are separating from dash fittings.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total
Complaints: 7 7 7
Crashes/Fires: 0 0 0
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 0 0
*Description of Other:

Action: This investigation is closed. A safety related defect trend has not been identified.

Engineer:  Sonny Murianka ‘ Date: 02/01/2008
Div. Chief: Richard Boyd (ﬁ@ - Date:  02/01/2008
" Office Dir.: Kathleen C. DeMeter - ' Date:  02/01/2008

Summary: This investigation was opened after ODI received notification from two fleets (totaling seven
complaints) alleging the air lines connecting to the dash air gauge were leaking air and setting off the low
pressure air buzzer.

During the course of this investigation, ODI interviewed the involved fleets, conducted field trips to
examine similar buses, visited dealers and reviewed data furnished by blue bird in response to an
information request.

Continue on page 2




While Blue Bird was unable to determine a definitive cause for the reported failures, they believe the low
number of complaints indicates an anomaly and the leaks may have been caused by the unintentional
positioning of the hose during dash installation. Blue Bird theorizes that as the 1/4" dash gauge air line
tubing was installed behind the dash, the tubing entering the "push-in" quick disconnect fitting may have
been positioned at an angle putting stress on the plastic movable part of the ﬁttmg Over time thls stress
may have caused the plastic part of the fitting to deteriorate, resulting in an air leak.

Based on the results of an air brake system test conducted by Blue Bird, complete disconnection of the
1/4" air line at the dash air gauge does not deplete the brake air system to the point where the brakes will
not operate as designed. The test showed that even with the air line disconnected, normal operation of the
bus will continue to charge the air system reservoir, allowing for safe operation until the bus can be
checked.

Nevertheless, although Blue Bird's test data and customer information confirms there is no loss of brakes

when the dash air gauge lines leak or become disconnected, blue bird intends to develop a service bulletin
to inspect this air line connection. The service bulletin will be sent to owners of all 2006 and 2007 Model

Year Blue Bird all American School Buses.

Based on this information, a safety related defect trend does not exist at this time and further use of agency
resources is not warranted. The closing of this investigation does not constitute a finding by NHTSA that
no safety defect exists. The agency reserves the right to take further action if warranted by the
circumstances. This investigation is closed.




