ODI RESUME

" Investigation: PE 07-031 '
U.S. Department Date Opened: 06/21/2007 Date Closed: 10/23/2007
of Transportation Principal Investigator: Bob Young
National Highway | Sybject: Motorcycle Fires
Traffic Safety
Administration

Manufacturer: Bayerische Motoren Werke (BMW)
Products: BMW 2000-2007 R-Series Motorcycles
Population: 59,884

Problem Description: Motorcycle oil-fed fires allegedly due to melted oil level sight "glass."

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

ODI Manufacturer Total
Complaints: 1 9 10
Crashes/Fires: 1 7 8
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 Confidential Confidential

*Description of Other: EWR field report copies for reporting code "23-Fire"

Action: No defect trend identified. Close this PE.

Engineer:  Bob Young Date:  10/23/2007
Div. Chief: Richard Boyd Date: 10/23/2007
Office Dir.: Katfileen C. DeMeter : Date: 10/23/2007

Summary: Unlike most motorcycles, where a sight GLASS is used to determine engine oil level, the subject, air-
cooled, motorcycles are built by BMW with a polymer (“PLASTIC”) sight glass that, in some instances, melts due to
high engine/oil temperature. This typically occurs when the motorcycle is operated contrary to BMW's owner
manual admonition: "Warning: Do not keep the engine running while the motorcycle is at a standstill -- risk of
overheating and fire."

Each of the alleged fires occurred while the motorcycle was parked and idling. ODI is unaware of any structure fires
where a melted sight “glass” is the root cause. Of the eight known fires, one occurred in 2000, three in 2004 and
again in 2005, and one in February, 2007. The subject vehicles do not have an elevated fire-related insurance claims
history.

-Based on the low incidence rate, it appears BMW's warning is effective and no defect trend is identified. Further use
of agency resources appears unwarranted. This investigation's closing does not constitute a NHTSA finding that no
safety-related defect exists and we reserve the right to take further action if warranted.

Sent by E-mail to BMW, 10-24-07 @ 10:30AM




