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Director

Vehicle Comgiiance & Safety Alfalrs
May 8, 2008
Me. Kathleen C. DeMeter, Diri-lciaor
Offica of Defects Investigation
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 5 =
U.S. Departmant of Transportation SO -
400 Seventh Street, SW R o
Washington, D.C. 20580 C—
Dear Ms. DeMater: IS

L

Reference: NVS-212mjl, EA06-003 >

This document containg DaimlerChryeler Corporation’s ("DCC") response o the
refaranced [hquky.

DCC continues to befieve that the alleged defect poses ho unreasonable risk to
motor vehicla safety.

(;‘:eiwd %‘
for Stephan J. Speth

Attachment and Enclosures

DeimierChrysier Gomporation
800 Chrysler Drive TS 482-00-91
A Compary of the DalmisrCheyaler Group Avbum Hila M| USA 48328-2757
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Q1. Deacribs and identify all vehicle tests, wheather crash, sled, computer

Al

sAap e

crash asilmuiations, or otherwise, ralated fo Fadaral Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard (FMVES) No. 208, which were conducted by, or for,
DaimlerChrysler, and were usad to devslop, or to avatuate, for any

reason, the frontal air bag systoms In the subject vahiclas. This
should Include, but Is not limited fo, all certification testa related to

FMVS3S 208. For each such teat, provide ths followlng information:

Test number;

Test date;
Tast vehicle {state modal, model year, VIN and dats of manufacture);

Summary of the subject and objective of the tast; and
Summary of the findings andior concluslons resulting from the tast,

Including bat not limited to, all crash dummy injury measurements.

DCC has conductad a reasonable and diligent search for the requested
ltems and has found the following:

No computer simulations conducted by DCG with regard fo FMVSS 208

- development

80 Vehicle Crash {(VC) tests conducted either at DCC's test facllities or on
DCC's behalf. There are 11 Impact Simulator (1S) tests conducted at DCC
tost facilitios. The FMVSS 208 cerification test reports (22) are [n
Enclosure 1. The FMVSS 208 development tast reports (69) are In
Encloaure 2 - CONFIDENTIAL supplied to Office of the Chief Counssl,
undsr separate cover with a nequest for confidential treatment. The 11
impact simulator tests are included In Enclosure 2.

Thare wara many more Impact simuiator tests conducted for the subject
vehicles at the front airbag suppller, Key Safely Systems. However, DCC
does not have summaries cf that testing responsive to this request

DCC's 208 crash test development procass utillzed tast results for each
test during the enginearing development process to support decisions for
the next tast or serlas of tasts. The end result of this process is the
centification testing that has been conducted and is documented. The
interim decision making steps including the conclusions from each test are
not archived or memornalized in the normal course of buainess. The end
result of the entire proceas is the certification testing and resuitant
compliance raports which are maintained. Therefore, the summary data in
tha provided reports s the clogest approximation 1o answering part e of
this question that DCC has avallabls.
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It is also important to nots that some of the tasts are labeled as 2003 or
2004 model year because the original plan was to introduce up front
sensors [nto those sarller modal years. Howevar, the 2005 model year
was the first appiication of up front sensors for the RS body vehicles,
Plsase disregard the labeling of such tests. The 2003 or 2004 model year
RS minivans did not utllize up front sansors.

Dascribe and Identlfy all other vehicle frontal crash tests not
identified above that wers conducted by, or for, DaimlerChrysler that
ware uaad to develop, or to evaluata, for any reason, the fronital alr
bag systems in the subject vehicles. This should include, but ia not
limited to, frontal offset and frontal obligue crash conditlons, not
required by FMVSS 208. For each crash test, provide the following
Information:

Teat number;

Test date;

Teoat vehlicle (state modael, modeal year, VIN and date of manufacture);
Summary of the subject and objective of the test; and

Summary of the findings and/or concluslons resulting from the test,
Including but not limited to, al! crash dummy injury measurements.

DCC has conducted a reasonable and dlligent search for the raquested
fterne and has found 66 Vehicle Crash (VC) tests conducted either at
DCC's test faciities or on DCC's behalf. Summaries and test objectives
of these fests are included in Enclosure 3 - CONFIDENTIAL supplied to
Office of the Chief Counsel, under separate cover with a request for

confidentlsi treatment.

DCC's 208 crash test development procass ulllized test results for aach
test during the engineering development procesa to aupport decislons for
the naxt test or series of tasts. The end result of this process [s the
canification tesfing that has been conducted and is documernted. The
Intarim declslon making steps including the conclusions from each test are
not archived or memorialized because the and result of the entire proces,
the cortification testing, spaaks for itsslf. Tharefore, the summary data In
the provided reports |s the closest approximation to answering part ¢ of
this question that DCC haa avallable.

It Is also Impaortant to note that some of the tests ame labsled as 2003 or
2004 model year because the original plan was o intreduce up front
senhsors into those eatier model years. However, the 2005 modsl year
was the first application of up front sensors for the RS bady vehicles.
Please disregard the labeling of such tests. The 2003 ar 2004 model year
RS minivans did not utillze up front sensors.




