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SOUTHERN FARM BUREAU CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY
MISSISSIPPI FARM BUREAU MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
MISSISSIPPI FARM BUREAU CASUALTY INSURANCE COMPANY
P. 0. BOX 780 . BATESVILLE, MISSISSIPPI 38606-0780 . (601) 561-0116

October 13, 2003

TO: " MazdaNorth American Operations
FROM: " Dennis Welch, CFI
OUR msuntcn: - |
" CLAIM NO.: r—

roLicyNo:

DATE OF LOSS:  Scptember 29, 2003

RECEIPT OF ASSIGNMENT:

Notification of this fire Joss was received on October 3, 2003. Examination of the subject
vehicle was conducted on October 8, 2003.

VEHICLE DESCRIPTION:

The insured vehicle is a 2003 Mazda Tribute sport utility vehicle, bearing vehicle-
identification number 4F2CZ06133K NS 1t is 2 four door, front wheel drive vehicle
that is equipped with a six-cylinder gasoline engine, automatic transmission, air |
oonditioxﬁng and numerous other features for driver and passenger comfort and
convenience. This vehicle was like new, with less than 10,000 miles on thé odometer,




EXTERIOR OBSERVATIONS:

This was a clean vehicle with no body damagg. The paint and tires were in excellent
;:;mdition. There was no broken glass. Exterior fire damage was noted on the rocker
panels of both sides of this vehicle. - Fire had bumed away a portion of the plastic rocker
molding below the left doors. Fire had also attacked the right rocker pasel below the rear
door. Combustion byproducts were on both right doors. Heat from the fire had melted |
the bottom of both plaétié bumper covers.

e

Heavy fire damage was found on the underside of the floor pan forward of the fusel tank .
where‘cdmbustible parts of the fuel vapor maintenance system burned. Fire had burned
the fuel tank shield and fue! tank. The rear of the fuel tank was not burned. There wasno |
damage by direct flame impingement to the front or rear suspension components. \

One electrical conductor Aangled from a small opening in the floor pan below the driver’s

maintenance system. The exhaust system components were in good condition. There . - —
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~""was no sign of collision or other damage to the underbody, suspension, tires or aluminum

wheels,

The fire scene in Desoto County was inspected. The location was on the left side of the
southbound lanes of U.S. interstate 55 between. the-exits-at. Hernando and Nesbit,
Mississippi. The resting place of the insured vehicle was outlined by pieces of melted
plastic from the bumpers and rocker panels. The catbon canister of the fuel vapor

. maintenance system was located and retrieved. The plastic body of the rectangular
canister was mefted and charred externally. Undamaged plastic parts were inside it
Much of the carbon pellet material remained. The pellets were dry. There was no
noticeable odor of gasoline.
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HUTCHINSON & PARADOSKI, P.C.
1001 WoODWARD, SUITE 1760

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226
MICHAEL J. HUTCHINSON

RONALD C. PARADOSKI TELEPHONE (313) 963-1860
/PHILIP R. REED FACSIMILE (313) 963-9065
TIMOTHY P, SMITH EMAIL law@hutchinsonparadoski.com

TARA S, CANNATELLA

| December 8, 2004

The Corporation Company
30600 Telegraph Road
Bingham Farms, MI 48025

Of Counsel
MARY JO DIEGEL

RE: Progressive Michigan Insurance Company, et al. v. Mazda Motor of

America, Inc.

Our File No.: -

Dear Sir:

Please find enclosed Summons and Complaint on behalf of Mazda Motor
of America, Inc. According to the Michigan Corporations Bureau, you are their
resident agent. If this is incorrect, please advise.

Please advise your client that Progressive Insurance Company and my
office attempted to resolve this matter with them prior to suit, but never received
a return phone call or letter. Please ask them to contact me upon receipt and
service of the Summons and Complaint.

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.

Very Truly Yours

/W,éw/

Ronald C. Paradoski

rparadoski@hutchinsonparadoski.com

RCP/If

Enclosures
Resident Agent Let01







SUMMONS AND COMPLAINT
' _ " PROOF OF SERVICE | - Case No.
TO PROCESS SERVER: You are to serve the summons and compiai'nt not later than 91 days from the date of filing. You must

make and file your return with the court clerk. If you are unable to complete service you must return this original and ali copies
to the-court clerk.

CERTIFICATE / AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE / NON-SERVICE

(] OFFICER CERTIFICATE OR (] AFFIDAVIT OF PROCESS SERVER ‘
1 certify that | am a sheriff, deputy sheriff, bailiff, appointed Being first duly sworn, | state that | am a legally competent |
court officer, or attorney for a party [MCR 2.104(A)(2)], and adultwhoisnotaparty or an officer of acorporate party,and |
that: (notary not required) ) that: (notary required) ) J

[11 served personally a copy of the summons and complaint,
]I served by registered or certified mail (copy of return receipt attached) a copy of the summons and complaint,

together with _
List all documents served with the Summons and Complaint

on the defendant(s):

Defendant's name Complete address(es) of service . Day, date, time

[ 1have personally attempted to serve the summon31énd complaint, together with any attachments on the following defendant(s)
and have been unable to complete service.

Defendant's name Complqte address(es) of service | Day, date, time
Service fee Miles traveled | Mileage fee Total fee Signature
$ : $ - - 18
‘ Title
Subscribed and sworn to before me on , County, Michigan.
Date
My commission expires: __Signature:
. Date . , Deputy court clerk/Notary public

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF SERVICE

| acknowledge that | have received service of the summons-and complaint, together with

Attachments
on: .
Day, date, time

on behalf of

~ Signature
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Passenger Compartment (Interior ) Cont.

INVESTIGATION

VEHICLE FIRE

Air Bags:
Steering Wheel: Intact z Missing[ ] Deployed [ | Fire Damaged [ ] N/A ]
Passenger Side Dash: Intact [7] Missing[ ] Deployed []  Fire Damaged [ | N/A[]
Right Rear: Intact [_] Missing[ ] Deployed [ ] Fire Damaged ] N/A [
Left Rear: Intact [_] Missing[ ] Deployed [] Fire Damaged ] N/A
Side Air Bags (Driver): Intact [] Missing[ ] Deployed [ | Fire Damaged [ ] N/A[ZH
Side Air Bags (Pass): Intact ] Missing[ ] Deployed[ ] Fire Damaged[ | N/A[3FT
Headliner/Curtain: Intact [ ] Missing [ ]  Deployed [ |  Fire Damaged[ ] N/A[FT
Ignition Key:  None Found [ ] In Ignition |1 At Scene || In Debris [5
Odometer Reading:
Analog []  Digital B Oil Change Sticker []  Vandalized []

Removed [ ] Destroyed By Fire [ | Date:

Title Information: (Date Of Transfer To Current Owner/Mileage)

Personal Effects In Passenger Compartment

Engine Compartment

e
Engine Limited (Hood Jammed) [_| OpentT Forced Open By Investigator |_|
Accessibility:
Engine: Intact Missing Partially Stripped Fire Damaged | -
Battery: Intact Missing Fire Damaged
Aux Battery: Intact Missing Fire Damaged N/A I
Radiator: Intact Missing Fire Damaged "
Fluid Levels - NOTE: D.B.F.=DRAINED BY FIRE
Transmission Radiator Brake Power Stegring
‘M# Fuec Lo/ ol
D.B.F. D.B.F. | D.B.F. [ L1 " __DBF.
Belts: Intact Partially Consumed — Consumed
Upper Hose: Intact Partially Consumed __ Consumed
Lower Hose: Intact Partially Consumed Consumed
Engine Parts
Missing:
Anti-Theft Factory Type:
System:  Aftermarket Type: Unknown [ ]
Additional
Information:
Exterior Examination
' Tires:
Type Custom Wheels/ % of Tread Wear No. Of Lugs Missing

Wheel-Couess
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VEHICLE FIRE

INVESTIGATION
Door Cylinders (Locks)
Driver Door: Intact Fire Damaged Forced Entry
Left Rear (sliding/cargo) Door(s): Intact Fire Damaged Forced Entry
Rear Cargo Door(s): Intact Fire Damaged Forced Entry
Right Rear (sliding/cargo) Door(s): Intact Fire Damaged Forced Entry
Passenger Door: Intact Fire Damaged Forced Entry
Trunk Compartment Examination
36 Pickup | | Van Utility Vehicle [~
kY@l Trunk Lock: Intact | [Locked ] | Open Fire Damaged Forced |
3.8 If Forced, By Whom?
39 Trunk
Release: Yes [ | No [] Unknown [] Entry ToTrunk: Yes[ | No[]
Trunk Contents S
"LUN  Spare Tire: Intact | /7| Missing [ ] On Vehicle [ | Fire Damaged |
'Yl Tire Change
Equipment: Intact Missing [ ] At Scene [] Engine Compartment [ ]
VB Other Contents/Personal Effects In TW&@ Area:

Glass Condition

/
Windshield: Intact | A~ Missing | | MettedéCracked ByHeat T Broken | | In | [ Out |
Electric
Windows:  Yes I{ No []
Driver’s
Window:  Intact IZ]/ Missing [ ] Melted/Cracked By Heat [ | Broken[ ] In[] Out[]
Position:  Up z/ Down
Left Rear
Window:  Intact Missing [ ] Melted/Cracked By Heat[ | Broken[ ] In[] Out[]
Position:  Up Down [ ] Stationary[ ] Moveable []
Left Rear
3™ Window: Intact issing [ ] Melted/Cracked By Heat[ ] Broken[ | In[] Out[]
Position:  Stationary By Moveable [ ]
Rear Window: Intact [7 | Missing | | Melted/Cracked By Heat | | Broken | | In | | Out |

Right Rear
3™ Window:  Intact [Zl/ issing [] Melted/Cracked By Heat[ ] Broken[ ] In[] Out[]
Position:  Stationary Moveable []

Right Rear
Window: Intact d Missing [ ] Melted/Cracked By Heat[ | Broken[ ] Im[] Out[]
Position:  Up Q/ Down [] Stationary[ | Moveable [_]




VEHICLE FIRE
INVESTIGATION
Passenger /
Window: [ntact Missing
Position: Down ﬂ
Sun Roof: Open Missing Closed |~ T Fire Damaged
Convertible: Up Missing Down Fire Damaged
T-Top: On Missing Fire Damaged
Hard/Soft Top: On Missing Fire Damaged
Under Vehicle
Gasoline B’ Diesel _ Natural Gas { | Electric | | Hybrid | |
Fuel Tank: Intact Missing Fire Damaged
Fill Pipe: Intact -~ Missing Fire Damaged
. Fuel Cap: Intact Missing Fire Damaged
Fuel Tank: Intact Missing Fire Damaged
Fill Pipe: Intact Missing Fire Damaged
Fuel Cap: Intact _ Missing Fire Damaged
Transmission Pan: Intact 7 Mlss_g Leakage Noted  Yes No |~
Qil Pan: Intact <~ | Missing Leakage Noted  Yes No
Areas Open | Closed | Missing | Rust | Damage | Vandalized | Consumed
Front Bumper:
Hood: —
Grille:
Left Fender:
Driver’s Door: _—
Left Rear (sliding/cazgo) Door(4): —
Left Quarter Panel:
Trunk Lid/Tail Gate:
Rear Cargo Door@: _—
Rear Bumper:
Roof:
Right Quarter Panel:
Right Rear (alidingfearga) Door(p): ——
Passenger Door: T
Right Fender:
m Body Condition: Excellent Good |~ Fair Poor 71

i Evidence Confiscated:

=

7 //
Investigated By: W
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5. Aview of the cover over the spare tire.
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6. A view of the front passenger compartment with the key having been placed in the
ignition.
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A view of the engine compartme

nt from the front.
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23. A view of wiring traclg to the windshield wiper motor void of insulation, brittle
and falls apart to the touch.
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24. A view of wiring insulation with evidence of overheating and bubbling of the plastic
insulation.
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25. Another view of the wiring harness that travels along the inner left fender with
evidence of overheating of the wiring insulation.
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26. A view of the routing of the wiring harness that travels along the inner left fender.
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