U5 Depariment - B _ | ' 400 Soventh St SW. -

Washington, D.C. 20560 N
hamosaey - APR 19 2006 |

Stephen J. Speth, Dirccior - ) _ NVS-212mjl
Vehicle Compliance & Safety Affairs _ : EA06-003
DaimlerChrysler Corpora.tlon '

CIMS482-00-21 . _

B00 Chrysler Drive

Auburn Hills, MI 48236-2757,

Dear Mr. Speth:

' Tluslaﬂe:nsmwﬁtnn]muﬂmtthuﬂfﬁceufﬂufwmlnwsugaﬂun(ﬂﬂljofﬂENntmnal

. Highway Traffic Safety Administration {NH'I'SA)hasupgmdedthePrehmmuryEwlmm
(PE05-061) to an Engineering Analysis (EA06-003) to investigate allegntions of front air bag
cmshsmfaﬂumsdueMmummonmodelyw(MY}ZﬂDSdeﬂuﬁDanﬂaChryﬂa _
Minivans. Tuassiatusmourmvmﬁgahon,weaskﬂmwurwpondmﬂmprdmnnuyquﬁnm
sct forth below. .

| Uﬁlms -oﬂla'wise stated in the tczxt, the following definitions apply to theae infmmaﬁun Tequests:

. gl_)jﬂ:i vehicles: All MY Zﬂl‘.}s anli Zﬂ[}ﬁ Dmmler(l’ln]rslar h![lmvans (l.e Dodge

. ﬁmw antairbhgmshmmnlucﬁngthairmtﬂm.

M DaimlerChrysler Corporation, all of ita past and present officers and
. employess, whether assigned to its principal offices or any of iis field or other locations,
including all of their divisions, subsidiaries (whether or not incorporated) and affiliated
eatezprises and all of their headguarters, regional, ons and other offices and their
employees, and all agents, contractors, consultants, attorneys and law firms and other
persons engaged directly or indirectly (e.g., employes of a corsultant) by or under the
control of DaimlerChrysler (inchiding all bisiness units end persons previously refemed

" t0), who are or, in or after 2002, were involved in any way with any of the following
relaﬂdh:theaﬂugeddd‘ectmthe subject vehicles:

" & Design, engineering, analysis, modification or production {e 2. q‘l.lﬂlltji' control);
b. Testing, asscssmmt or evaluation; .

n . VEHIGLEBAFEH"HDTLIHE
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c. Consideration, or recognition of potentiat or actual defects, reporting, record-keeping

- snd information msmagernent, (e.g., complaints, field reports, warranty information,
* part sales), analysis, claims, or lawsuits; or

d.” Communication to, from or intended for zone representatives, fleets, dealers, or other
field locations, including but not limited to people who have the capacity to obtain
mﬁ:n:matmn ﬁ'mu dealers

* M Anyoncurmmufﬁefollowmg ailegcdfnﬂm:rmalfuncum of the
subject component; unexpected iltumination of the air bag warnmg lamp (unleas it can be
clearly shown that the subject component was not the cause of air bag warming lamp
illumiriation); and aliegation of reduced, orlack of, occupant protection by the frontal air
bags during crashes {due to non-deployment, delayed dq:-luymunt and/or impropetly
reduced level of air bag 11:|:E|atlm1) _ _

s Document: Documenl{s " ig used in the broadest sense oftheword and shall mean all
nngmalwntten, printed, typed, recarded, or graphic matter whatsoever, however
produced or reproduced, of every kind, naturs, and description, and all non-identical
capies of both sides thereof, inchuding, tut not limited to, papers, letters, memoranda,
correspondence, communicationas, electronic mail (g~mail) rmessages (musl:mg in hard
capy and/or in electromic storage), faxes, mailgrams, teleprams, cables, telex messages,
notes, annotations, working papers, drafls, minutes, records, audio ami video recordings,
data, databeses, other information bases, summaries, charts, tables, graphics, other visual

. displays, photographs, staternents, interviews, opiniong, reports, newspeper articles, :

‘studies, analyses, evaluations, intérpretations, contracts, agresments, jottings, agendas,
bulletins, notices, annoancements, instructions, blueprints, drawings, as-bmilts, changes,

* mannals, pfubhcahuns work schﬂ:hl]es, journals, statistical date, desk, portable and
computer calendars, appointment books, diaries, travel reports, lists, tabulations,
cornpiiter printouts, deta processing program libraries, data processing inputs and outputs, -
microfilms, microfiches, statements for services, resolutions, financial statements,

- govemmmtalracords,husmessmnmﬂs pessonnel records, work orders, pleadings,

" discovery in sny form, affidavits, motions, responses to discovery, all transcripts,
acministrative filings and all mechanical, magnetic, photographic and electronic records
or recordings of any kind, including any storage media associated with computers, =

: mchldmg. but not limited {o, information on hard drives, floppy disks, backup tapes, and
zip drives, electronic ¢communications, including but oot limited to, the Internet and shall
include any drafts or revisions pextaining to any of the foregoing, all other thinga similar
to any of the foregoing, however denominated by DaimlerChrysler, any other data
compilations from which information can be obtained, translated if necessary, into a
usable form and any other documents. For purposes of this request, any document, which
coritains any note, comment, addition, deletion, insertion, annotation, or otherwise

. comprises a non-identical copy of another document, shall be treated as a separate

.document subject to production. In all cases where original and any non-identical copies
are not available, “document{s)"alsp means any identical copies of thé original and ail
non-identical copies thereof. Any document, record, graph, chart, film or photograph
originally produced in colpr must be provided in color. Furnish all decuments whether




verified bmemlerChrysler or not. If a document is not in the Enghsh language, pmmdu
bﬁlbtheongmal r.lucumenl :mdanEnglmh lrans]atmn ufﬂm document, |

o Other Ferms; To the mgntﬂ:mt they areused in thege mformatmn requests, the terms
~ “elaim,” “consumer complaint,” “dealers field report,” “field report,” “fire,” “flest,” “sood
wi'ﬂ:! umake;! ﬂ.mw'el,!! nmcuie] F,ﬂr,u “nuﬁu#," ngprw ﬂﬂ ” aﬁ’” I , I I
claim,” “rollover,” “type,” “warranty,” “warranty adjustment,” and “warranty claim,”
whetheruscdmsmgularmmpluralform hn:vcthesamemeamngaafbundmﬂ CFR
579.4..

Inordar-fmmy staff to evaluate the allgged dufﬁnt,cu'taininformaﬁm is required, Pursuant to
49 U.8.C. § 30166, please provide numbered responses to the follawing information requests.
Insofar ag DaimlerCheysler has previously provided a document to ODI, DaimlerChryeler may
pmduccltagmnurldmhfyﬂmdummlént, the document submission to ODI in which it was
inchyded and the precise location in that submission where the document is located. When |
documents are produced, the documents sha]lbeproducadmamdmhﬂed,orgamzedmannm-
that corresponds with the organization of this information request letter (including all individusl
_ requests and subparts), When documents zre produced and the documents would not, standing -
along, be self-cxplanatory, the production ufdnmnnents shall be supplemented and amumpamad
byuxplauatmn. )

Thesub:mttedmfonmuonmtomclmiu,bmnutbelmuwdm allwnﬂenreportsmdnmmmts
transcriptions, notes, or other docuomentstion of oral communications, and information contained
in electronic or other storage medis. For any oral commumication, identify the date on which the
commumication took place and the names, positions, and employers of the parties involved, and
reiate the substance or provide a memaorandum or transcript (if one is available) of the
communication. If DaimlerChrysler cannot respond to any specific item, please state why. it is
_unable to do so. If DaimlerChrysler is unable to supply information in any format that is-
apecifically requested, it should contact Mt Michael Le¢ of my staif at (202) 366-5236 before
su]:rmmmg its response.

If DaimlerChrysler claims that any information or material responsive to the following itesns
need not be divulged to NHTSA because it is privileged, state the nature of that information or
meterial and identify any document in which it is found by date, suhject or title, and name,
position title, and employing entity of the person from whom, and all pexsons to whom it was
sent. You must also describe any such privilege that you claim, anqu:-lam wh]r}nuhellevé!t

- apphes

Please repeat the request verbatim above the response. After DaimberChrysler’s Iespcmse,
.identify the source of the information and indicate the last date the information was gathered. -

1." Describe and identify all vehicle tests, whether crash, sled, computer crash stmulations, or
otherwise, related to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVYSS) No. 208, which were
conducted by, or for, DaimlerChrysler, and were used o develop, or to evaluate, for any
reason, the frontal air bag systems in the sebject vehicles. This should inchide, but 1s not




Limited to, all certification tests relatsd to FMVSS 208 Foreachsuchtast prowdethe
fnllomng tnformation:

Test number;
- Test date;

Test vehicle (state mode], model year, VIN and date uf rnanufamhn‘e},

Summary of the subject and objective of the test; and

Summary of the findings andfor conclusions resalting ﬁ'om the test, incloding bt not
Limited to, all cmshd:.mnny injury measurements,

RO e

- 2 Descn'beandldenuﬁ'allothervchmle ﬁ-ontalcrashtestsnutldmnﬁedabowthatwm

- conducted by, or for, DmmlﬂChmlerthat_wereusedmdwelop or to cvaluate, for any

. reason, the frontal air bag systerns in the subject vehicles, This should inchude, but is not

+ lumited to, frontal offset and frontal oblique crash conditions, not required by FMVSS 208.
For each crach test, provide the follnwmg mﬁnm&tlun _

Test nurnber;

Test date; '

Test vehicle (state model, mudel year, VIN and date of mamifacturs);

Summary of the subject and objective of the test; and

Swirmary of the findings and/or conclvsions mﬂﬂngﬂ'nmthemmclud:nghmm
_hmltad to, all crash dummy injury meagurements.

TR oW

This letter iz being sent to Dam.lurChryslerpurxuantm 49 11.5.C. § 30166, which authorizes
NHTSA to conduct any investigation that may be necessary to enforce Chapter 301 of Title 49
and to request reports and the production of things. Itoonsututeaanﬂwmquestfmmfdrmaﬁm
DaimlerChrysler’s failure to respond promptly and fully to this letter could subject :
DaimlerChrysler to civil penalties pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 30165 or lead to an action for
‘injunctive relief porsuant to 49 U.S.C. § 30163. (Other remedies and sanctions are available ag
well.) Please noto that maximum civil penalties wader 49 U.S.C. § 30165 have increased as a
result of the recent enactment of the Transportation Recall Enhancement, Accountability, and

- Documentation (TREAD) Act, Public Law No. 106-414 (signed November 1, 2000). Section
~ 5(a) of the TREAD Act, codified at 49 U.S.C. § 30165(b), provides for civil pénalties of up to

$3,000 per day, with 4 maximum of $16,050,000 for a related series of violations, for failing or
reﬁmmgmpmmantrequredlmder@USC § 30166. 'I'h.umchdesﬁuhngtnrespondto

- ~ ODI informaticn requeats.

lfIhimlethryslcrcamutmspnndtoanyspeciﬁc request or subpart(s) thereof, please:statuihn
reason why it is unable to do so. If on the basiz of attorney-client, attorney work product, or
other privilege, DaimlerChrysler does not submit one or more requested documents or items of-
information in response to this mformation request, DaimlerChrysler must provide a privilege
log identifying each document or item withheld, and stating the date, subject or titte, the name
and position of the perwon(s) from, andthepamun(s)tnwhnmﬂwas sent, and the name and
position of any other recipient (to include all carbon copies or blind carbon copies), the natirre of
that information or material, and the basis furtheclmmufpnvﬂcgeandwh]rﬂnipnﬂlege

applies.




DairalerChrysler’s response to this letter, in duplicaté, together with a copy of any confidentiality
request, must be submitted to this office by May 9, 2006, Please refer to EAOG-003 in -
DaimlerChrysler's response to this Ietter, If DairnlerChryzler finds that it ig snable to provide all
of the information requested within the tme allotted, DaimlerChrysler must request an extension
from Mr. Thomas Cooper at (202) 366-5218, no later than five business days before the response
due date. If DaimlerClrysler is unable to provide all of the information requested by the original
deadline, it must subrnit a partial response by thé original deadline with whatever information
DaimlerChrysler then has availeble, even if an extension has been granted. ,

If DaimnlerChrysler claims thatan}rufﬂlemfummnunurdmmnmts provided in response to this
information request constitute confidential cornmercial meaterial within the meaning of 5 U.5.C.
§ 552{b}(4), or are protected from disclosure pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 1905, DaimlerChrysler

.- st submit supporting information ogether with the materials that are the subject of the
confidentiality request, mamnrdnncemﬁl4§CFRPm512,mamend=d(70Fed.Reg 53308

(Sept. 8, 2005)), to the Office of Chief Counsel (NCC-113}), National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, Room 5219, 400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20590, :
DaimlerChryzler is required to subnuttwump:mofthadommenmmmnmgallngedly

confidential information (except only one mpyofblucprmm)andmmpynfma documents

from which information claimed to be non.ﬁdentml has been deleted.

If you hava any technical questions conceming this matier, plmse call Mr, Michaet Laa of my
staff at (202) 366-5236. .

tor

Offica of Dafacts Inv&sﬁgﬂtmn
Enforcement




