US.Department | HIvestigation: PE 06-049

- of Trargperiction Date Cpened: 11/09/2006  Date Closed: 02/27/2007
National Highway Pmmml. Iivestigator: : Sonny Murianka

Treffic Sedely | .Subject: Wheelchair Lift Micro-Switch disabled
Administration 1

Products: Thomas Built 2006-07 Class “A™ School Buses w/Wheelchair Lifis

Population: 350
Problem Description: Wheel Chair Tnterlock System Disabled
' FAILURE REPORT smmnr : |
oDl Marfactyres Total
‘Coraplaints: ' 31 31 31
Crashes/Fires: 1 0 1
Injury Incidents: 0 0 0
# Tnjuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 o 0
# Fatalitics: : 0 0 0
Other*; 0 0 - 0
*Descripticn of Other: -

" Action: This PE is closed. Frmghﬂmnrhasﬁludagafetymua]lmmmtaﬂaﬁﬂﬂedhum Recall
purnber 07V-040 has been assigned. A copy is attached.

Date: 02/27/2007
Date: 02/2772007
Date: 02/27/2007

Summary: 'I‘lnamvmngatmnwas@medaﬁaﬂnlmmﬁedbynmhmlbusﬂeetaﬂegmgthat
-they had discoverad numerous buses with “Zip-Ties” sscuring the wheslchair door micro-gwitch in
the closed poeition. This would defeat the safety intetlock systern that prevents the bas from beng
moved unless the wheelchair hﬁmmtheﬁﬂlystowedpnmﬂon. QDI is aware ofone alleged crash
rélated to this fssue. ) '

Preightliner started vsing ﬂ:e plastic “Zip-Ties” on the 2006 Model Class “A* buses. Ths “Zip-Ties”
were installed to-ehable the bus to be toved down the vehicle assembly line while the 1ifi was still in
the down position. Use of the “Zip-Ties™ is unique to the subject buses.

Freightliner will condact a recall to inspeot all affected buses for “Zip-Ties" that were not removed
before delivery of the buses. Any “Zip-Ties™ Iocated during the inspection will he removed.

The recall nction taken by Freightliner resolves the issues msed.by thig investigation. Accondingly,.
this investigation is closed '
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Fﬂm 5, 2007 . . | . ) ' w&mFﬁwWMr.m

Dan Smith
- Associate Administrator for Vehicle Safety
" National Highwey Treffic Safery Administration
400 Scventh Street, 5. W, .
Washington, D.C. 20590

. Re: Defect Information Report FL-490, Plastic Zip Tles Found on Wheel chalr Interlock
Switches

" Mr. Smith:
In accordance with Part 73 of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Freightliner LLC
hetewith reports a safety campeigt to recall approximately 350 Thotnas Built Bus Minotour
school buses found to have plastic Zip ties arcund the wheslchair 1ift imterlock switch,
Attached is Freightliner’s Defect Information Report.

Pleage mntact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely yours,
;.-nr% % a
Timothy Blubeugh = '

Ce: Michael Mason, CAL-OSHA
", Foglosure .
Certified Mail#70023150000414054509
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FREI NER-.
'_,/-’gﬂu LLC

A BuimierChayslsr Company
Defect Irifunnatlun Réport
{Section 672.9) :

January 30, 2007 -
{¢X1) Manufaolurer:  Freightfner LLS |

2.0 BOX 3848 .

Portland, Qregon 7208

(503) 745-5219

Biaride: Thomas Bullt Buses

[eX2) Vuhiclea ldent|flcation:
Maodai{e) affected: Minctour Schoo! Bus :
Modsl Years affacted: 2008, 2007
Manufacture Dates: ' July 1, 2005 through November 1, 2008
Basls for determining population: Suses bullt with awheel chalr Iift eption
Compotisnt manufacturer If other than the wehicle manufaaturer: N/A

{o)(3) Tﬁhl numbar ofwhlulﬂ potentially affected: sporoximataly 350
{c}4) Parcentage of vehicles eatimated to contaln the defect: 10%

(ci5) Description of the defect: Plastic Zip ties were found anound wheel chalr Iift interfock switches,
"* The 2ip e may pravent tha ewitch from cperating, defeating the interack funcllon.
49CTR Sectlon 57T.5(f Evaluation of the risk to motor vehicle safsty; Defeating ths whesl
chair it Interook switch allowe the bue to be driven with the It sdll deployed,

{c)8) C!lunnlnw of principal events: Several cuslomer huees In one fleet ware found with plestic
zip tiss around wheel chalr Interock ewitahoes. The origination of the plastie te la not cloar,
thaugh Thomae Bus. vees them on the Minolour model bus to protect the ewdtch during the
vohicle eseembly process. Uss of a pluhuﬂufb:rthls purposs |3 unique (o Ihe Minotowr modal

. ssnambly ure.

-{e}T) Nonoompliance-test or othar data: |'~.IM

'(6X8] Remadial pirogram: The vehicles will be inepoctsd and any zip e found o the switches will be
'+ temoved. Repaire will be performad by Frelghtines Doclerships and Direct Warranty oustomers,

Estfmated Owner Notification Date: Gustomer notlfication will be by first ciase mall using
Frelghtinar reconds to :Iatarrmlna tha untnmau affected. This will be complteted anproximatety
Maroh 30, 2007 '

Rolmbursomant Plan: Coplas will he submitied as a supplemental report when avaieble,

{c){8) Communications went fo dealors and owners: Copies will be submitted as a wpplamantal
repart when avallable.

{c) i,"mj Copy of proposed owner notification tetten: A draft will be sen for CIDI review when avallable.
{o) (11) Manufaciurer's campalgn number: FL450 '




