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{ us Department | Investigation: PE 06-026

of Trargporiation Date Opened: 07/10/2006 . Date Closed: 08/31/2006
National Highweay Principal Investigator: Sonny Murienke
Traffic Safely Subject: Ower Stressed Battery Cables

Administration

| Manufacturer: Blue Bird Body Company
Products: Blue Bird 2004-20{07 Vision Bus
Population: 798¢

Problem Description: The terminal end of the battery power cable fails due to the battery cable being
too short in length. :

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY

1 Complaints:
Crashes/Fires:
Injury Incidents:
# Injuries:
Fatality Incidents:
§ # Fatalities:
Other*:
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*Description of Other:

Action: This mvesugaﬂun isclosed. A safety defect campaign will be conducted by Bluebird (06V-
261).

Engireer: Sonny Murianke Date: 08/31/2006

o cuiet Schorf Oyl Dute: 08/31/2006
Office Dir.: EML M-si

Summary: T]:mmshgatonmopmdaﬁsrﬂn]wasmuﬁadbyﬁeﬁsa#mtommw .
Engineeting Division that they bave had three incidents where a battery cable terminal end failed,
GSA reported the positive baitery cable as being too short and being stressed during normal operation
resulting in a complate separation. This could lead to an engine shut down or possibly a thermal
event if the cable “shorts™ to a ground source upon failure.

Bluehird has fited 2 safety defoct to resolve the issue. The original cable will be removed and
replaced with a longer battery cable. Tbcmmatershuntmounﬂngm]lalsnbaupgmded on all buses
delivered through July 12, 2006,

This investigation is close.
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