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BY FAX AND U.S. MAIL

Thomas Z. Cooper, Chief

Vehicle Integrity Division

Cifice of Defecta Investigation

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Seventh St., 3.W.

Waahington, D.C. 20590

Re: NHTSA Request for Information in Preliminary Evaluation
PE05-051 (Brake Lamp Assemblies)

Dear Mr. Cooper:

This letter is submitted by Mercedes-Benz TISA, LLC ("MBUSA" to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration ("NHTSA" or "Agency") in
responge to the Office of Defect Investigation's September 30, 2006 requeat for
information relating to the brake light assemblies in certain MY 1898-2001
Mercedes-Benz SLK vehicles.

On Octaber 28, 2005, MBUSA filed a Part 573 Noncompliance report
with information on all vehielas sgquippad with the aubjact tail light assembly, which
includea MY 1998-2004 SLK vehicles. Attached below, following a restatement of
the Apency's original request, ia the additional information requested by your staff
in order to close this Investigation

s State, by model and model year, the number of subject vehiclea
Mereedes-Benz has manufaciured for sale or lease in the United Siates.

Approximately 69,301 MY 1998-2004 SLK vehicles containing
identically designed rear lamp modules were produced for sale or lease in the U.S.
The following table identifica the total U.S. production by model year:
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MY 98 | 12,956
| MY 98 | 13811
MY 00 | 8068
MYD1 | 17,336
MYo02 | 8158
MY 03 | 6858
MY 04 | 8894

State the number of each of the following, received by Mercedes-Benz, or
of which Mercedea-Benz ia othertwise aware, which relate to, or may
relate to, the alleged defect in the subject vehiclea:

Consumer complaints, including those from fleet aperators;

Ield reporta, including dealer field reporta;

Reparts involving a crash, fire, injury, or fatality, based on claims
against the manufacturer involving a death or injury, notices received
by the manufacturer glleging or proving that ¢ death or injury was
caused by a possibie defect in a subject vehicle, property damage claims,
consumer complaints, or field reports;

Property damage claime;

Third-party arbitration proceedings where Mercedes-Benz ie or was a
party to the arbitration; and

Lawsuits, both pending and closed, in which Mercedes-Benz is or wosa
defendani or codefendant.

MBUBA has received 183 customer complaints and two dealer Field Reporta
which may relate to the alleged defect. MBUSA has not identified any Crash/Injury
Reports, or claims responsive to requests c-d. In response to request e-f, MBUSA is
aware of 11 Lemon law arhitrations and lawsuita where the need to repair the
brake lamps and sockets was raised aa one of the defects related to the case.

Siate, by model and model year, a total count for all of the following
categories of claims, eollectively, that hgve bean paid by Mercedes-Benz
to daie that relate, or may relate, to the alleged defect in the subject
vehicles: warranty claims; extended warranty claimas, claims for good
will services that were provided, field, zone, or similar adjusiments and
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rexmburgemenis; and warranty claims or repaira made in aecordgnee
with a procedure specified in a technical service bulletin or customer
satisfaction campaign.

MBUSA has received a total of 56,966 warranty elaims for right and
left side rear lamp sssemblies on potentially affected vehicles, although the
company hag not identified which epecific claima relate to the aubject condition.
The following table identifies total warranty claima by model year:

MY 88 15,218
MY 98 14 200
MY 00 8,149
MY 01 11917
MY 02 5,708
MY 03 3,088
MY 04 TOT

If you have any additional queations regarding thia matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me or Latane Montague at {202) 637-6667.

ec.  Frank Diertl
Gary Bowne
Norbert Wintzen
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