HONDA

American Horde Motor Co., Ina.
1912 Tarrarea Boulmeard
Tormanca, CA 30501-2746

Phon {310} ARz0
%. 4'3?’/’1 ;
December 14, 2005 NV3-213DLR / A /RL? 4 :.’.!_5_
PE05-050 4
Mr. Jeffrey L. Quandt, Chief
Vehicle Control Division
Office of Defects Investigation

U.8. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Seventh Street, 5.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Quandt:
In reply tn your letter dated October 13, 2005, we are submitting g final regponas
regarding alleged fuel tanka susceptible to puncture from road debria,

1. Staiw, by modsl and model year, the number of subject vehicles Honda has menufactured for sale or
leass In the United Statea. Separately. for sach subject pear vehicle manutactured to date by Honda,

state the following:
A. Vahicke Identfication number {VIN);
B. Moidsl;
G. Modal Year;
D. Dahl of manulacture;
E. Duty warranty coverage commanced; and
F. The stabe in the United Btwins whars the vahicls wan originally sold or essad {or dellvaned for
sala or leana).
Provida the tabis in Microsolt Access 2003, ar 4 compatible format, tled “PE0S-D30 HONDA
PRODLUCTION DATA."
Responoe:
The date elements *a” through “F are filed on the enclosed CD.
o M T R .o
Acum MODX 2003 55,808
2004 82523 : T
2005 B0285 | Ti
Todal 178 617 N
T ] Model - ' ex
Honda Piot 2003 122 848 :
2004 135,905
_ 2005 142,280
Total 401,137

Source: Unite file containing information on all vehiclss reveived from the factories, inchuditg
vichicleg pold to Zealers and Honde's company car inventory.
Asof: 11730/2005
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L  3tate the number of sach of the following, recelved by Hondw, or of which Honda is otharwiss awars,
uhleh raletas 1, or may relate to, the alleged defect in the subject vehlcles:
Consumar complaints, inoluding thoss from fisst opergtors;

B. Fleld reports, inciuding deslsr flald reparts;

G. Reports involving a craah, injury, ar faialily, besed on claims agalnet the manulscturer imvalving
a death or Injury, nothoss received by the manuiaciursr slleging or proving thet o death or Injuy
was cauaad by & poasible dabect In 2 subject vehicle, property damage olaims, consumer
complainte, or fisld reports;

D. Raporiz invalving & firs, bawed on claime against the manufacturer Involving a death or Injury,
notices reosived by the manufasturer slleging or proving that » ceath or Injury was cavsed by a
possibie defeat In 4 subject vehicle, proparty damags cisimue, consumar complabme, or fisld
raporis;

E Pmoperty damags olalms;

F. Third-party arbltration procssdings whars Honda ia or was a party ta the arbttration; and

&  Lawsults, both panding and clowed, In which Honda s or was & dafentdant or codefendant.

For aubpwrte “s” through *d" state ths total number of sach Hem (a.g., consumar complaints, flald
mporte, sio.) ssparaiely, Muliple Incidasnis Involving the sama vehicle ars t bs counded asparatsly.
Multipls reporis of the same incldent are alac to be counted saparstely (Lo, & conaumar complaint and
a feld raport Involving the sama incldent In which a crash accurred sre 10 be counted as a crash
report, 2 fleld eport and a consumer complaint).

In add|tion, for lteme “c” thnough “g° provide & summary desaription of the alleged problem and cauvsal
and contributing factore ind Hotkia's asassarmant of the prablem, with & summary of the signiflcamt
underiying facts and svidence. For Kems “I" and "g." idendlly the pariles to the action, as wall as the
“p?:d . court, docket m.lnlur and dete on which the compinint or other dociment inltlsting tha action
WaS

Response:

The total number of reportas for ltems "a®* through “g" are stated in the table below,
There are no cleims for itema “c” through “g” to summarize.

Note: Honde does not have any Pilot or MDX fleets,

\':1'- N ":.'! ﬂF‘ -.." " ¥ '_:'-1':,..W'.'-'!_.'-.- : .__ e : [~
S ; BT S s B = |
md _:.:__ K -:f:_j‘m_“-- I.': -‘ - F a
1 1] 0 ] 0 0 0
2008 2 0 3 5 0 2 g

Source(a): Cuatomer Relationa, Tech Line, Fleld Reports, Claima and Lawsults,
Asof 1171773003
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3. Ssparutsly, for sach ham (complaint, repori, claim, nolles, or matier) within the scops of your responae
to Request No. 2, state the following information:

Hondg's fis number or other kient fer vesd;

The category of the Hem, an lIdeniifisd In Request No. 2 {|.a., corsumer oomplaint, flsld eport,
eta.);

Vehicls cwnar or flset nama (and flast contact psmeon}, address, and islsphons numbar;

Vahicla's VIN;

Vehicla's make, modsl and model year;

Yehicla's mileages st time of Incident;

Incldant date;

Report or olalm date;

Whaether a crash is slleged;

Whather propaerty damags s alleged;

Numbaer of allsged injurles, if any; ad

Number of alleged fatslliien, if any.

rE-FIDTEMO0 O

Provide this Informetion in Microsoft Accsss 2003, or » compaithle format, Had “PEM-080 HONDA
REQIVEST KUMBER TWO DATA"

Response:
The data elements "s* through “1* are filed on the enclosed CI,

Source{s): Customer Relatiopna, Tech Line, Field Reporta, Claima and Lawmaits,
Asoft 11/17/2005

4. Produce coplss of all documanity related i esch Renis "o through "a™ within the scope of Request

Number Twg. Organiza the documants saparately by oategory (l.e., crashiinjuryfatality reports,
property damege ofalme, eto.) and desoribe e method Honds maad for organizing the documants.

Response:

The documents are ga the enclosed CD, They are organized by make and model year
and then by the last six digits of the VIN.

5. Sints, by modal and modsl yasr, s total count for sl of ths following axssgores of claima, collsctively,
that have bewn pald by Honds to date that nelate to, or may raixts to, the allsged defect In the subject
vahicles: waimranty clalms; sxtanded warranly olzima; claima for gocdwill parvices that wers providsd;
fleld, zonu, or simllar adjustmenta snd eimburssmants; and warranty claima or repaire made in
accordancs with 2 procadura spacifiad In 2 technical ssrvice bullstin or customar satisfaction

Saparataly, for sach auch clalm, xtsta the following Information:

Honda clalm numbaer;

Vehicls owner or flast name (and Naat contact parson) and telephons number;
¥iN:

Repair date:

Vehlols milsags at ime of mpaln

Repiring dealer's or facllity's nama, telephons mlnhr city and siats or AP cods;
Labor oparmtdon numbar

GmMEDOomm
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H. Problam oode;
I.  Replacemsrdt part numberis) and desoriptionis);
J. Conaarn wizied by customar; and
K. Comment, i any, by deglerfiechniclan relating to cinim andior repair.
Provide thia Informatian in Microsolt Accsss 2003, or o compatible format, tited “PEOS-080 HONDA,
WARRANTY DATA.™
Responsee:
TS S~ B SRR Extended
-Model - [ g - ') Wasranly Goodwil Wamanty
MDX = | 2003 0 [1] 0
2004 [+ 0 ]
- 2005 0 0 0
Pkt 2003 0 1 ¢
2004 0 1 1]
2004 ] ] [
Total "] 2 ]

Source[s): Watranty claim dain,
Asof: 1073172005

8. Describe in detall the asarch criteria vesd by Honda o [dentlly the cialms idantiflad in responss to
Raquest No. 8§, Including tha labor oparstions, problam codas, part numbars and any other partinant
parumeism usad. Provids a Het of all laber opsniiona, laber opamiion descripilons, prohiam codas,
and problsm cods deacriptions wpplicabis to the alisged defect In the suljject vehicies In Microaoft
Accesw 2004, or a compatible formet. Siate, by maks and modal year, the terme of the new vehicls

wiarranty coverngs offered by Horkia on the sublect yehicles {La., the number of monthe and misege
for which coversge b provided and the vehicls yywtems tht wre covered].

Response:

Search Criteria: Using 2003-20035 MDX and Filot warranty data, claims twere pulled
based on the fuel tank part number. However, road hazard is not submitted under
normel wartanty procesaing, but would be found in other sounrcea (e.g. Techline,
Customer Relations, Field Reporis, Claime and Lawsuiis). ’

Coding and deacriptions:

Labor Operation Code

310100 FUEL TANK - REFLACE.
INCLUDES: DRAIN AND REFILL;
TRANSFER SENDING UNIT AND
FUEL PUMP

310097 STRAIGHT TIME FUEL

Problem Coden

60 : LEAKTNG

01701 HAIRLINE FRACTURE
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Warranty Coverage:

The 2003-2005 Pllots are covered by a new wehicle limited warranty for three years or
36,000 milen, whichever comea fArst. Under the terme of the new vehicle limitad
warranty, Honda will repair or replace any part that im defective in material ar
workmanship under normal uas. Thin warranty covers all systems except emission
cantrol mystema, acceasories, battery or tires, which have their own warranties. Hende
mﬁmwmqmmuamﬂmmmmmemwm

The 2003-2005 MDXs are covered by B new vehirla limited warranty for four years or
50,000 milen, whichever comes flret. Under the termes of the new vehicle limited
warranty, Honds will repair or replace any part that ia defective in material or
workmanahip under normal ues. This warranty covers ell aystems except emission
canirol syaterns, acceasorien, battery ar tires, which have their own warranties. Honda
has not issued extended warranty coverage related to the alleged defect i the subject
vehicles.

7. Produca coplas of all sarvios, warmanty, and other decuments that relate to, or may reiate to, the subject
condition In the subjact peer vohicise, that Honda hew lssusd 4o any dealers, reglional or zone offices,
flald oiffices, Rewt purchasars, or other eniities. This Includeas, but Is not limied to, buliatina,
advisaries, Informeiionsl documeris, treining documents, or other documents or communications,
with the sxception of standard shop manuale. Also inoluda the latest dreft oopy of any communication
that Honda ls planning o isaue within tha next 120 daye.

Beapanse:
Honda hans not issued any service information related to fuel tank puncture.

8.  Dasscribe all mxRfications or ¢hanges made by, or on behald of, Honda In the deaign, matsrisl
composition,manufacture, quality control, supply. or Instalistion of the subject componants, from the
atart of production to date, whioh reluie to, or mey elated to, the subjsot condition In the subjact pser
vehioles. For sach madification or changs, provids tha following information:

A. The dute or approdmats date on which the modification or ¢hangs win Incorpormied Into
vohicle producilon;

A detzlled description of tha madifioation or shange;

The asscnis) for the madification or changs;

The part number (sarvica and snginearing) of ths original camponant;

The part numbar (service and anginesring) of the modified componant;

Whethar the ariginel unmodified component wis withdrasn from production and/or sale, snd
50, Wi,

Whan the modified component was mads svallable se 5 asrvice componant; and

Whathar the modifiad componant oen Ba intarchangsd with sardisr production components.

TmOoOW

T
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Reaponae: See Altachment #08

Modification #1 (Pilot/ HCM)

A  August 24, 2004

B. Beginning with the production of 2005MY Pilot, the fuel tank was lowersd and the
top front left area wans modifisd. The fuel canister was moved to & new location and
therefore a larger foel tank guard was inatalled to cover the new canistar location.
Chenges were made to the fuel tank to make it compliant with EPA requirementa, to
mecrease el capacity and to reduce slosh noise. A larger fuel tank guard was
inatalled ta cover the new fuel canister Jocetion and new tank position.

Fuel Tank: P/N 17500-83V-Al2; Fuel Tank Guard: P/N 17576-83V-A01

Fuel Tank: P/N 17500-39V-A01; Fuel Tank Guand: P/N 17576-89V-ADD

Model vear change, not a modification.

Avgilable as a service part for 2005 models at the time of releass.

Na

S'l

LT

Modification #2 {Pilot/ HMA)

A. Sepiember 7, 2004

B. Beginning with the production of 2005MY Pilot, the fuel tank was lowersd and the
top front left area was modified. The fuel canister was moved to & new location and
therefore a larger fuel tank guard wasa inatalled to cover the new caniater location.

C. Changsa were mads to the fusl tenk to make it compliant with EPA requirementa, to

increase fiel capacity and to reduce slowh noise. A larger fuel tank guard waa

installed ta cover the new fuel caninter Jocation end new tank position.

Fuel Tank: P/N 17500-33V-A12; Fuel Tank Guard: P/N 17576-83V-A01

Fuel Tank: F/N 17500-85V-A01; Fuel Tank Guard: F/N 17576-89V-ADD

Mode! year change, not a modification,

Avallable as a service part for 2005 models at the time of release.

No

ROSHD

Modificatinon #3 (MDX/HCM)
September 15, 2004

~ Beginning with the production of 2005MY MDX, the fusl tank was Jowered and the
top front left area was mnodified, The fuel canister was moved to a new location and
thetefore a larger fuel tank gusrd was installed 1o caver the new canister location.
Changes were made to the fuel tank to make it compliant with EPA requirementsa, to
increase fuel capacity and to reduce sloah noise. A larger fuel tank guard was
instalied to cover the new fuel canister location and new tank position.
Fuel Tank: P/N 17500-83V-A12; Fucl Tank Guard: P/N 17576-33V-AS0
Fuel Tank: P/N 17500-89V-A01; Fusl Tank Guard: P/N 17576 -89V-A0Q
Model year change, not a modification.,
Available as a service part for 2005 modela at the tims of relesse.
No

o

%)

D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
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3.  Provide ths following Information concsming the subjsct fusl tank ssssmblies:

A Drawings showing tha nowminal and minknum {full [sunce) design ground clsarance of the
subject fudl tank assembly and tha cormisponding locatlon|a) on tha lank sssembly — viats all
assumptiona (s.g., tie inflstlon preagurs);

B. Identty sll iulljnﬂ vahlche components that have lowsr ground olearances for sach condition
;'nlt-d in “9.x" than ﬂ-wh]lcthllunh:ml stale tha location snd ground clearsncs dimanalon

anch;

C. Sate the minimum deaign ground clearmnce for sach condiion clisd In “8.a" For tha subjact
vahiclsa, tha banss for that dimension, the zsscclatsd componsntistructurs, and the location;

O. Pravide u botiom vlew drawing or ploburs showing the undarcarriage of the vahicle In the fully
bullt aanfiguration with the fusl tank and the locations of all compananie kisntified In *8.b" and
492" clearly marked:

E. Coplss of &ll snginsering spaciications rlhlhg o the packaging, ahiskling, ground clearance,
andior puncture realstance of the subject fusl tanks;

F. Coplea 5! all enginesring winndards, design guldes, or simBar dooumenis that ralats In any way
to the packaging, shielding, ground clsamncs, andior punciure rasistance of fusl tanks In
pasusngar cam or light trucks (including vana and utity vehlcles);

Reaponse:  See Attachment #Q9

Sinceraly,
AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CQ., INC.

7 Y

William R. Willen
Managing Counasel
Product Regulatory Office
WRW:nia

Attachmenta

cc: Otto Matheke
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Parts Explanation

CONFIDENTIAL

Fuel Tank Guard Fuel Tank Fuel Tank Protector

Guard for fuel tank damage To Insulate from exhaust

protection

03~04M Pilot MDX

-

1

Canister for 03M and 04M
ig located In here.

pipo and fusl tank guard

T

Canistor for 05M is moved to here

to comply with new Emission regulation.

Fuel tank guard is made larger to protect both fuel

tank and relocated caniater.

-2 Same performance for damage prevention as 03M and J4M.
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ATTACHMENT Q9 1S BEING SUBMITTED UNDER
A REQUEST FOR CONFIDENTIALITY




HONDA
Amerionn Honds Mabsr G, Ina.
1S Toments Boulevard
TEarranca, CA 30501 -2748
Phoana [310) TE3-20)
Decambar 14, 2005
Mr. Otta Matheka
Office of the Chief Counsal
MNATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SBAFETY
ADMINISTRATION -1':1 P
400 Saventh St., S.W. - T con
Washington, DC 20580 N S
r i it I= r"} .....
Re: NVS-213DLR/PE0S-050 TG
2003-2008 MY Honda Pliot and Acura MDX fuel tank puncture Inqlli'y -
Dear Mr. Mathake: =

£
Enclogsed herewith is a Request for Confidentiality for your conalderetion, Thia maberiklt
is ralated to the above referenced matier.

.Fle'ase advisa me of your decision on thiz matter at your earllest convenienca.
Very fraly yours,

AMERICAN HONDA MOTOR CO., INC.

Vﬂllﬁm R. ¥Willan

Managing Counsel -
Product Regulatory Office

WRW:nis

Enclosurs - -

ca: Joffray Quandt



AFFIDAVTT IN SUPFORT OF REQUEST
OF CONFIDENTIALITY

[, Wilkem R. Wilen being duly swom, dapoas and say;

1

2)

3

#)

L

That | am Managing Counsel of the Prodyct Reguiatory Office of tha Amarican Honda Motor Co., Inc.,
and that | am aulhorized by American Honda Motor Co., Inc., and Honda Motor Co., Lid., to make the
following represantatians to the National Highway Traffic Slhtyﬁdmlrishhunnn behalf of Amarican
Honda Motor Co., Ine.;

That information regarding new vehicle release dates and projected sales contmined In the attached
submission is confidential and proprietery data and is being submitted with the clalm that it is enttied
to confidential trestreant undsr 5 U.9.C, 552(b){4} (as incorporated by refurence in and modified by
S6D05{d){1) of Title § of the Molor Vahicle Information and Cost Savings Act). American Honda s
Informed and believes thal the discicaura of this information would result In significant competitive
damage to the company;

Thet | have personally inquirad of the responsibie Honda Motor Co., Lid. and Honda R&D Ce., Lid,
(Honda), empicyess who have authority in the normal course of business to relsase the information

- for which s claim of confidentiality has basn made to ascertain whather such information has aver

bean relaased outskde I'Innda;

ﬂmhmﬂupmﬂnmpunm@qmmm. to the bast of my knowladge and belief, the
Information for which Handa has clairned canfidertial treatment has not been, and |s not Intended to

be, released by Honda, to any person, uguhuthnargmnrﬂmnnynrbodyuuhﬂem its
subsidiaras, m:.nrcmh'mdmdws.

Eaud on Information and bellef, mnanﬂhu informathon In ﬁnatlachnd meterialy hﬂbunmlauad
mqmwmanmmmmmmqm supplied:

That | make no represantations beyond those contained in this affidavit and in parlicular | make no
rapresanieiions as to whathar thls Information may have become gvallable outside of Honda and s
Gubokiiaries, becauss of unauthonizad or nadvertant disclasure sxcapt as siated In Paragraph 4;

That the sttached nformailon femain contidantial until the madal has baen relagsad; and
fhntﬂn_hfnrmaﬁnnpmﬁmdlnﬂnmumemd paragraphs of this affidavit is true and accurate to

the best of my Information, knowledge and hellsf, w E

Wilkam R. Willen

'énﬁmmmmum_mgmm_mam , 2008,

NOTARY PUBLIC




