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FEOTION
Fard Motor Company SI:JBRQGATIGH NOTICE
P.O. Bax 6248-MD-3NE-B 2 NM20 49:35
Dearborn, Mil 43126
ovr wsurzn: NNNNGEGNG pes
QUR CLAIM P T
DATE OF LOSS: 10+26-2102 Mly o2 g 307

I
Dear Hdith: St e o
CTRRE

Your refecence monber is 1326253022

Per our telephane conversation of November 5, 2002, putting Ford Motor Compeny on notice of
ous claim, you indicated a written notification was required.
t gave you information as to where the vehicle is located, Rimer Motors, 5100 Merte Koad,

Concord, NC 28025, you can contact them direct af 704-788-4421, to set uj) ah Appointment 1o
have the vehicle ingpacied by your people.

The vehticle is a 2002 Fond F150, Super Cab, King Ranch Edition with a VIN of
IFTRWORL82 which had an engine fire ont November 20, 2002 Tha ownet parchased
the vehicle 3 pauor 1 the fire and it only had 3100 miles on the engine.

We have paid the claim on behalf of our insured, dus to the incidert not being considered s &
warranty issue, and are looking for reimbursement from Ford Motor Company.

Thank you for your cooperstion in this matter.

NATIONWIDE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
ﬁ;efry Flymn
Clums Departrsist
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AFFIDAYIT OF YEHICLE FIRE
(Ad) Questons Must Be Al ored)

M Address of)

Diver's Licenss Sacisl Sacryy §:
L - —

Dete Of Fire: 2 M o Time: 34

s the vehiche oorapicd i re?

Were the wisdews mBad op tightly? Yex [v] No[ ]

Wit waa the tomerature ouiside when the fire ocourmed? 7, What color wan the senoke?) ax)

Ef Qgeupicd

Did you smell oc soe the fire first? 51 Which side of the vebicke did you exit from? DRIVERS FOE .
i you leave e door open? Yeal ] Bof-] Did yoo removs tl key from the igastian? Yes [u}MNa[ ]

Did you rise the ood? Yea[ | Nof]  Wis the gas cap reemaved? Yo | ] Mo fut

Haw bong did you rersdin st the scena? How did you get home® 13 2 oaE

N/ Addrots of Witness{es): zm'ﬂ.ﬂlm y Wik w1 #
A eI ]

W Al S-S0 maaals
3 TP iR 7B FARE,

™
i

mwmammy. '

Did hey make arcport? Ye[w] Mo[ 1 Telephooe Fumbes:

1f repuirable, do you wish 1o have the vehick repaire®? Yes[ | Mo T I wwt
TAIS L <HIOK.

VEHICLE EQUIFMENT {Clveck if vehiche hd any of th= Rallowing:}

[+] Power Windows  [] Till Wimel [W]4 Wieel Drive  (vf Autonatic Tans | ] 6 Cytinder
[]PowerSiering  [viLsaiberSean [ ] AM { }3Speed {18 Cylinder By
{viPowerBrakzs [ | VimylSests [ ] AMFM [ ]4Sped [ ] Other r’&SE.}
Locks { ]Veloa Sears [ JAMFM S0 [ 15 Speed { | CAwFzE 7P ;
[V|BowerSeas [ [MigWhech b AMFM SwrcoTape  { | Cosomizedeclf) [ ] sPBAY LAMEX By LINEX,
{]Crulic Conbot  [v]T-mpBunroof [ ] Cumomized (seif) [ | Cusamized fackry [ | WS DERETEIL
[/] Air Conditiondng [ ] Vimyl Roof (] Cemem factwry [ }4 Cylinder [ ] uinvmosr vESTS
. Yy sHy FiloeR CoUERX
VEHICLE CONDITION OTHER DISTINGUISHING FEATURES ”~
{Faic F, Gond (G, Bxcxllont B} Paint w {Dentn, decsly, mailee bitch, imerioe) Fapos \
Exgine I Other: -_ = Haa G
Namef Address of Service Station Garage: %« This TRuCK | :
Wha pefarms roution cainiewnce service? D Taud servicad: },-'
Wha peyforma 3o MY Date last inspecied:
W RaeY 25 _ n#mr?fj/
Date cur pcimied: 7 ( New: ) Usel: | PusbmcPrwe: § 33, 614-71  + EXIRA  ETS
Trafde-1n Car: 3
Seller Dealer/lmdivics! (incimds sddeswy D22 TAPRETT FoRP t6o! SHy sty PR .
How did you Joan car was forsie? (1 5)TED AR PEALEA S F ke AIC 25100
Mileage at time of purchase: 15 s e ol (G} ghy J152)
How v car paid foe? Cazh: 1 fipsnced, came and address of Fioance Company:
Avcooact & Lt Due: § - &3— Loan Tomi: Mayothy a1 §

Inisials of Due 2 féﬁ a2

Initiald of Notary _ s pe__ A OCH. OF




Mﬁhthnmmnndn:“h’hmmnmdm? Yes { ]Nu[d{ -
Howlopg?  Arekeys in your possession? Yes (v No[ | f:; ::a.qu”‘-']:"’\

I et I‘?ﬁ-"-'-#--
Dupuhvewuﬂummnmﬂ Yes[ ] Naf ) Ef yes, Policy ¥
Maxx of
) 1'“""51‘ ‘Pgu LES ARE Wi Nanowwips Lys  Co.

T swear that the informasion comained in the ybove slatemenl ia complete, e i corvect undes the pecalty of

mmwwmmiwmmme' Qﬂﬁ dayof EICHOkwA 002 .
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CHARLOTTE FIRE DEPARTHENT FIRE REFORT

INCIDENT DATE AEFORTING OFFICER COMBANY  SITUATION FOUND

0322212 19/20/2002 § & PAMKA

FROPERTY USE/MDBIL FROFPERTTY
PAVED MAIVATE BT ot WAY
ALL THRRAIN VERICLES
TIHE RECEIVED: Sedl:33 PH
TIME DISPATCERD: Srdlcd2 M
TINE ARAIVED: 9:48;:32 MM

AREL OF ORIGIN:

CONDITION ON ARRIVAL)
EQUIFHENT IRVALVED IN IQNITIOMN:
FORK OF REAT QF IGNITION:

TYSE OF MATERIAL FIRET IGNITED:
FOAN OF MATERIAL FIRST IGNITED:
IGRITION FACTOR)

NETHROD OF EXTIROUIEHMENT:

Eld &4 MOR FROP OUTSIDE ETRIICTURE

OWHER |
OCCURANT

TRANE BOQUP ING

FLAMES ANOWING r/SXALL AAKLR
RECREATNI VM

HT F/PROP OB X

GAROLINE

MULTIPLE FORM OF MATERIAL
NECHAMICAL FAILURE N 2 C
HWATER TROM APRARMTUS

ROTIHATED PROFERTY LOSE: 1%.000 FIRE INJURIEE\ L FIRE INVESTIGATOR

ESIINATED CONTENTE LOSS:

o TIRE DEATHS( 2 BYERI JR
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ﬁ FORENSIC ENGINEERING INCORFORATED
Prokesgioral Engginimns F Consulbatty

DECEMBER 3, 2002

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION TO:

M3. SHERRY FLYNN

NATIONWIDE INSURANCE COMPANY

285 EXECUTIVE BOULEVARD
WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLBNA 27203

woures.
INSURED:

DATE OF LOSS:

FEI FILE NUMBER: ﬁ!

GLAIM NUMBER:

REPORT PREPARED DY :

STEVEN G. REED, C.F.lL ‘%

Maling Address: Post Dfice Box 753 2 Adan 2 North Caroling & 28704-0753
Phona/Fax: B28-804-0450
hitp:Awwwe. ForensicEnginaadnginz.com




2002 FORL} F-E50 FIRE-COMCORD, MORTH CARCLINA DECEMBER 3, 2000

ASSIGNMENT:

This assignmet was received on November &, 2002 fram Shemy Flynin who is a Clalms
Represeniative with Nationwide Insumnce Company in Winston-Salem, North Carclina.
The specific request was for a cause and origin Investigalion into a fire that damaged a
2002 Ferd F-150 Ford fruck. The insured

Tha examinagion of the vehlcla was condacied on Wednesday November 13, 2002, A
verbal report wes provided to Ms, Flynn on that same day by lebephane.

CONCLUSON:

The axamination revaalad mmﬁsﬂmmaﬁmhmﬂm The poast of orignwas
X {he Ang cioBs 1o Lhe Dk TMWMQHMM

& the gilng tI'I:i'.Ind bﬂ'lhih‘&ﬂsﬂn nfth.a i Buel knes
wﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁ These plastic lines act as cragsover linas for tha matal
supply and return fioes far fhe fuel dalivedy systEm. =

No algns of elactical fallures, that coukd ave starksd s fire, could be found. Thene was
nao evidence thet this waa an Rlentonally net fire.

ROUND FIRE YSIS:

On Wednasday Novamber 13, 20062 an sxamination of thajllll-=hicle was
conducted. The wehicle was oceted a1 the Rimer Motors Salvage faclity on Merke Road
in Concard, North Carcline,  The vehicle nxaminaton was documented with 35mm
photographs, The vahicls aamined was 3 2002 Ford F- j truck, The vwehide
bare Yehicla idenlification Numbar (VIN} 1 vehicla was
equipped with a 5. 4 Rer, fudl-injected engine.

Tha exarmingtion reveoicd thot the fire wae confined fo tha engima compsrtment, An
inspaction of the entire vehice failed to rMveal any fire damagse outside the engine
compartment.

An nepaction of the intarlor wiring falled to raveal signs of shorting or any other type of
pea-fae failures. All connachans wam secures and ng signs of sharling wers found. Al
wiring Inapecisd waa fourd o0 ba in good candltion with minor malting of insulation
prvseat Thia is an indicater that thers wam no skecirical wiring failures in the paseenger
compariment that could have caused this fire,

The axamination of the engina compariment confinned that the fire originaled heea and
did not extend into the passanger compartment.

The spacilic point of orgin was on the top of the engine block an the right rear saction.
Prior to the fira two, while, hand plastic fus] nes wees lcaled. This location i also
whem thres of the vehicle™ six fusl njactom ara located. This spot is approximakely 4 to
§ inches above a saction of the axhauet manifold. The fira damagea in this area was vary
Intemea. All of the plastic and nubber componaniz here wars malted. Dus to the fig's
intensity only approxdmalely %% of the plastic fuel lineg nemained. Reseandh indicates that
iz cannaction operates at apProximakely 40 to 45 PS5

PAGE 1




2002 FORT F-130 FIRE-QONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA DECEMEER 3, 212

Al elactrical wiring ard comeactions located within the angine compartment ware
axaminad. Nc melting or any aigns of pre-fire failure could be found. The kack of
alectical falums and intensity of burning at the pravicuesly mentioned fual line
connection mdicates thet this was s gasofine-fueled fire. This finding is consistent with a
fued delfivary system fafume. The insured has stated that the vehicle wae being driven
when tha fira qrosmed. This is typical of a fued leak and nat an slechrical faiure,

Rezearch revealed that there arm no Technical Service Bulletins or Recalls rvolving the
fuel delivery system of this vehicle.

In conclusion, the totality of he above facts indicates that this B racuit of a fusi
laak. Tha leak involved plastic fual Nnes or the connecliens to metal
e

3 MWary aystem.
INVESTIGATION STATUS:
CLOSED
END

Enclosures: Photographa (8)

PAGE 2




2002 FORD F-150 FIRE-CONCORD, NORTH CARCOLINA

Photograph 2: Phot of the laft side of tha vehida.
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2002 FORD F-150 FIRE-COMCORD, HORTH CAROLINA DECEMBER 3, 2012

Photograph 4: Photo of the front snd right sice of the vehide.

PAGE 4



Crm——

o

2002 FORD F-150 FIRE-CONCORD, NORTH CARCLINA DECEMBER 3, 202

=

Phoiograph S; MdﬂmdmaguhmnhmddhvmmhmiadmﬂfabWeh
point of origin

* - ¢ i . . . . ._ . A T v
}'ﬂv T e I

-

Photograph 8 Phot of the engine compartment as it appeaned at the tima of our samination.
The amow indicates the point of origin

PAGE 35




2002 FORD F-150 FIRE-CONCORD NORTH CAROLINA DECEMBER 1, 2002

Photograph 7: Photo of the fuel rafis where the fire: cocuered. Mota that the: plastic fusl Enes are
miasing. Thin is an indicator that tha fire originated here.

Pholograph 8: Photo of the plgatic fuel linea on tha left side of the engine. This i how tha Aght
side of the snglna appaared at the time of the Are.

PAGE &
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Select Activity Logs

Claim Beqoerber: ADAMSEL
Polleyhald Prin Data: February 12, 2063

Clalmant: Nfa Frimt Time: 4:12 Fif

Date: 2H03-02-12 Tine: 092150
Creamer: SPRUMT

Axslgnes: ADAMSEL

Coy:

Claignant:

A8 TRANSCRIPTION FOR._JAMPS KENDALL

File Name: nacl9147.djm

i, .
P!tmﬁi!ingm
Relationzhip to Accident: ]

Date Taben: 19/22/02
Dinte of Loas: 10/204)2
Inteyviewsr: Sheri Flynn
Cov: FITC

Clzasily AdamcR ]

This is Shvri Flynn fphauedie] intsrviewlngl N Todeys dete iz Octobos the 22nd. It is 8:42
you awate that thiy intecviews beieg recorded?

Q:
L.
A: You, [ am.

Q: And to T bave your permission o da so?

A: Suce, uh-huh.

o Would you please stye B oo recands your full name and yoor malllng address, please?

A Oy, [~ e, s, Noth ot
Q:  Ckay, ol ror oux recordh ocly, wonld you please state your Socinl Security mamber?

A U
G Oy, 2od, I you employed?
A Yoz, uh-huk
r

Ckay, and, and, what da yoz do, and whers do you work?

EReS-cesc ars




Az [tn a dentist in, uh, Chariotte, Mosth Carolina, ch, in Parl Read Shopping Center.

& Chay, and what 1s your wark talephone rember?

Az My ourzber, t2lephone nomber?

& Ub-bub

A: ks, uhjJJJJ] tm geing to give you two of them.

Q: Ckay.

Az _:ndmﬂh‘mﬂumh:ri_

Q:  AnclJEN dces ihis vehicls involved in the fire bave any other insurance?

A Uk, just with you all.

Q: Oy, and hax the wehicle ever heen stolen or invelved in any type of an arcdent prios to the fire]

&; Noae.

Q: Dkay, end for idatiflcation urposet on te velichs can you, wm, give me the yeor, make, model, and calor
of the vehicke?

A: All right, the year is p 2002, Uh, the make is a Ford F-L ¥ king ranch style. U, and the oolor i an estaie
greon with a @n trim.

1 Olzy, 2nd when you xay king ranch, ix that jast 2 regelar cab, or is that extended cab?

a:u*- I, it i1 n, uh, an extended cab, but its, ub sot called the sxiended cab. [ a twio-sesber, two-door pickup
Q: Oty

A: Full, fall backzest, in other wonds

Q  Okay, snd ] whe 6id you purcicss the vehicier

A Uh, Dale Jagrew: Ford in Moncos, Mook Carclins.

4 5 And spprovimately bow long ago did you porchase it?

A Uh, jost abour exactly tree months ago.

o [F [ pause, [n taking notes. Olowy, was the vehicle finsnced when you purchated it, or did, win, you tay it
straipht from the dealer?

A Na, L, [ paid cash to the dealer.

@ And what e the, m, purchae price?

A {th, out-the~dnar pesce [lauph] was $33,667, [ think. L, [d bave to refer t that




Olay, how much agatn, Im soery?

533,000,

Okay.

GO0 and maybe 73, right &-, right arcund tdweee, Twould have te refer to notes oo that

2L r 2

Okexy, harva you hed uny peior problems with te: vahicle sines you purchased it?

o

Nong whetsnever. [Ix been perfec

&

Any damage or anything to it that youd ed to have repairs or anything?

Nowe, ioae, oot 3 =ostell on it

How many miles did it ave o6 it before the fire?

[t had, o 3150 miles.

hzy, apd bm going % ask you some questions rsgarding the crcumstances prior ks

Lh-tnub.

[Im, the vehicletr

ey

Be-, [tn trying to find my shaet here, Oy, prio te the fire what were you doing with the, the vehicle?

b, how £, haw, how soon priortg the fire?

8 r 8 P o o » & 7

b
Wed just got in from a trip.
Okay.

A, iy, we had 1-, merived home, ub, quite nice trip to Cuter Baaks, 1, we seived home, and, ch, oy
daugﬁhn’mnmypﬂk:gplmmdumwﬂdhﬂmr

L1 Okay.

A And { pulled mine in and then walked around the oot door to, uh, b, get in. And then { wasally feed the
daops sooa ex [ get homs. So 1 walked out te the, uh, garage, through dhie garege: doar, and let the dogs out of their
pto. And then | procecded to come back to the garags ta fix their, vh, uh, cans of dog foed. And while 1 wax doing
that, [ tomed around and looked, and the, ub, the bilkows of smake were pouring ot from under the hood.

LA e

0 Okay, what &sie did the, did you retum Fom ymer trip?
A That was an Sumday. [ forgsi what dare that 5. Youlk

ERB3-0R2-LC-4780
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Al

Dy, this past Sunday?

¥Ye3, uh-huk.

Ou the 20th?

Uh, yes.

Oleay, atd wbout what Hone did you refwn?

Uh, I think we came In about, betwsen B:00 and &: 15 or&k

Olenry.

2 could even have been 3:30. [ didnt really look Hl:lhnti;ne LT F

Arul where wad your, ub, ek parked at that e Did your dauglter move her car and you pull inbo =,

Right

Regnlar space? Ckay.

Wet, you knaw, i, i just where [ usually pad, 5o =k

Oavy.

Right baside the: house,

Qiqy, 30 ity not enclosed in the garaga?

Mo, oo.

s actunily outside.

Ita right besicls the gamge, though.

Oy,

But 20t irmide of it

And whek youi sav that it w2 smoking, what, whit ¢d you do af that point]
Well [langh}, [ said & faw words. But, ub, L, ch, ub, [ we-, want immediately and god the, uh, hose, which

was it the dog, pea and, xod pulled 7 back and turned Iton. And fhen sbout the tine I, uh, got back to the car, it was
already flamolng op so, faming ous. T coulkd wee fismes undec the hood.

o
A

Olay, and did you notify the five departmam?
iih, yeah, while [ was spraying i doven, [ thoughe, wall, oo know, [U just speay it down acd the Breell go

out Aod thatll be it, buatk

Q:

Okay.

ER2S-9es-LC-4781




F I wasnt gesting anywhere, 3a I called on my wife. And I went ups-, well, | didat go upstairs, bor | called
tamm the door and told he to call 911, And sbe kind of sensed what was wrong then, And the Isdy next door alse,

they both called 911 or the Fre deparmeent. And I kept spraying it on dovwn and irying & condain it while, uh, they
Bt there

Ly Okeay, did anything, uh, were yeu ever abls o zoptain or put o the fine, or did anything happend:

A Not&

Li= Specifict

Az Uk, you know, I ceally couldot. WUk, it just seemaed Likos T was spruying water om it, but i didnt seem like it
wes doing anything ather than just, uk, ¥ just wasnt billowing out. Tt wes sll smoldeving and burning and, under

the hood thers. Biot [ couldnt get tn i becauae I, E to tall you the truth, 1 [laugh), Ididat kaow whtte the hood
rebasan wan

LI Olcay.

A [tmlcinduf:hrtdmu.mdlmjmt.justat:puhuwhem[mui:htﬂ: in there 00 good. [t was
probably Juct sy well 1 dldny anyway, sok

L1 Okwy, did, um, was was the fire depoetment able v coqaln the irs when they gof there?

A Oh, srauedintely. You koow, they came in and, b, they got the hood op.  And then they sprayed it dawn.
And, sk, and, uh, snd then they, uh, uk, tried 1o cut the wires s dha battary cauns it wag actuslly, uh, still actived:

1.4 Olmy.

Sperking and everything sod

Were thars any, um, signals or anything that something waa going oo prior to youk
hi

g * / »

Saeing the smoke, any indications like gaupges of anything Tike that?

As None whatsaever. All the paupes worked perfect, and [ was jt, you lovew, smansd kow oice everything
was, you know, when | came home. And, and thers was no indication of anything, oo smell of anything.

Q D4d yos, um, hear anything mnap or break or enything |fe thetd:

A Yok

O

A= Kaow,|,1didot Uh, 5o, [, 1, hosestly cidnt hear anything snap or breakcs:

G Ok

A:  Exeaptwhen they had the explosion, 1 heard a littke bit of, woof, you know, that sart of thing.
Q:  Werotho Ramos highar st that point?

W’ﬂ




A Uh, i-, they shat st everywhers. They scorched my hair and, am, and the fig tres and my anus sad bumed
all the bair off oty arms and, uhk

¢ Oh,my goodness.

A:  Aad, uh, well, [m not lext. You know, k was justd

¢  Righ

A-

One of those xinge sort of things, and & was onfy for & minute. And [ did beat it out =0, uh, and then 1 kind

of aprayed down the leaves around the, um, drivewsy becanse they wene on flne.

Q: D, when the flre deperanent came, what tme Jid ey arrive, would you think?
A Uh, well, once again i, =g
Q: Right.
Ehtdmuywhnmw.hlthwlmwdpmbﬁhlrwmmm [d sy sbout 12 mimutey would be a good, &
smdsw-
(:  Okay, okay, did anyons, um, indicate what might bave possioly caused the fire?

A

Wi, they were lnoking at it, you knew, the scorched aeess and she burnt wipe aress snd where i# seemed to

be the hettest flame. And, aod they wers just like firemen, uh, speculsting.

Q:
A:

Right
You knaw what Im saylng? Well, it loaks Iiks It startsd hers In tals [etts anea hees, but, uh, [m sure they

wrrent for zure, you know,

Q:
A

Okay.
The Bre napectyr came out, Znd, uh, and he exam ined it for shout maybe 45 minutes to a0 hour going aver

it. Axnd be has a mpart socoewbers, but 1, [ oot sury what itd ke Td have to Let you all talk to him.

Q:. Okay, but they, um, didut give you any indizetion that ¥ possibiy, ull, mechanical or ¢lectrical or mnything
ke (hat?

A: Wall, on the, baeed on the fact that nothing seemed wiong, you koow, like nod

<& Right

A Electrics or anytiring ware, wery sty up or everything ssemed to ba working gond, it was almost like,
well, you know, mayhe tdeere was a Litthe par sk or something that wimdd, ub, wm, you koow, dkw soowething to
wtart, you kmarw.

L1 Right.

A B-, but once again, its 3-, pure speculation oo, their part, T sure, but, =k, ooca agdin, redd thalr eport.
Q: Olcay,

ERO=-0a5-1.C~4T8




A
q.

Dwopt et e tell yoo.

Olay, i there aaything elss that wou, wo, need to 2dd o the stadement ov that, ub, E havent explained or

acked fhat you feel lBee we need o dmow?

A

&x
A

Well, ub, yeu know, T, T added il 1o that, uh, tuck, you knew, jike a camper top.
Riphn.
[ wiould lifc= fhat noted.  And, and 1 have expenses |3cs thal, and I have, ub, my bug deflecior that T had put

on and my, uh, window veots and, uh, foor mats and scone tuings ke that

Q:
A:
&
Al

Uk, end 1 de, uk, ive got [laugk], Ive got oy Bavoris s stuck in the, the, ub, tape playecs:
Right
Or the, ub, cd player. And ] dons want tn lose those. So if theres amy way [ can, whoever messes Wit that

car, Id like to get thass back.

f 2R PO g

Olczy, well, what you may want to dok

Uh-huh

Lfm, Iin gofrg to go ahead and end the recordingds
Oy,

With yoor permission.

Swrn.

iSdam

[Erwt of Recorded Statement.]







THE LARRY PIPES COMPANY, INC.

Mﬂ%&%ﬁm Diagnasts, Design, Restoration, Repuiring
Howe, and Accident I Pt
A OCT -7 Eﬂﬂﬂlﬁﬂ& 30 mvantgalions,
“Since 1903
SF MARYVILLE AUTO 10 .
Todsy ix Sep, b, 2003

Mr, Paul Bsichl
Sabe Pam Tnaorancs
520 Cenbra Drive
= MO 6314]1-06
Fe Insmed

Clain Wo.t

ey boess .

Vehicks: 1995 Ford P-150 ok

V.I.H.: 1P

Odomabors Deak

Ingpechad: &=21=-03 @&

Boh Lowe Auto Salvaga
Sikeston, MO
INGRECTIGH REEORT

|
E
:
E
é

) watching television,

head a biwdng sound in the gatage.  When they bad opened

the door that oponed intn the appwoximate center of the dwkbile bay, they had

mncks amitbing from the drwer side wheel house of the front end of thig
and the had

Flama gtowth hal gobben beyond thelt effarts and bad subequently destroped
?E;whﬂa,ﬂnmuﬂputufﬂnmﬂthﬂmmm

“Perfection & our Coal & Learning freds oar Soul™
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Seventy fve negativen wers expose] daring this inspsction to document Sindings,
ard their printa are enclossd in doplicste with this meport, each labeled on their
backs with their unique Roll (R} mamber, Hegabye: (H) frame oumbey and dabe,

Examination of the vehidle pvealed that it b=l mstzined a cabastrophic Srm that
had effectiesly consumed most of ie combustble makerials in jts cab aned engine

conpactacnt (R1R00, 0, 1; 2, 3 & 4).,

The initiml sroey rocaled that its left font tie had boen hened adFficlent to
ham left only its bead cablen (RIR5), conslgtent with the mported first obaee-
vance of Boe/smcke upon viewing it from the doar into the howsa. T8 roof had
e deformed downward apperently from coliapes of gacoge toosees (RING & 11).
Its gueill= =nd all light. asscmbiliag had been datached, liqefoed and lost (R1N7).
Itz right foonk: tie had most of ita inboard sldesmill consumed and aboat half of
ita oukboand sidiewal]l oorsumed bot had remalned largely intact apoond its dm
(RlLNg). Tos right meer tire had been hiisbersd/tomed/deflated bok pemained
around i wheel dm (RIN9). Tts laft rear had aetaine] ainiler consumption to
the right front as far a8 its sidewalls conaumption, and whak seamed logical wea

nowt heat-taminabed to the left mar Hine corosss (FLHLDL. Cab B pillar buckles
combined with rear wall baokles &d loed bed buckles had necordsd ecowry

effort induced disbortion (R1H1L),

The chifter remained in apparant Fark, the asearing wieel rim had beaa liquefisd
at im approximate &00 location clockwise to ahout %00, and the dash and
insrvunent clmster had been liquefiad/oonaumad (RIN12, 13 & 14). The obeerva-
tion was mada that the key had been romoved and the igodtion ewitch had basn
in its spparent lock positicn (R1NIA). The dash/inabrument panel had Sostained
on elevation of bon patherng, consumption of meberisls and acddation leesls
nobed {RLN14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 4 & 25) on pemalning oom-
ponendxy and sheet wetals, In wiews RINZZ, 24 & 35 it may ke noted that the
engima compartment clectrical power pancl remained hanging by ie condnotors,
but anly bacanes ao many of them had been embrittled,

The alimmaior wos found laying on the right froot frame refl, when the flames
hal spread suffcient to have ligneGied its slunime noot plie had licuefied the
aluminun ar panp and alumimim belt tessioesr (A2H00). The altemator still
had its outpok cahle attached (R2WD & 7} that estvibibed slgnifirant: eabrittlemant
of it grands (RIFY, &, 9, 10 & 11), I» harness connector bad bacoma slg-
nifcently =eparabed from lbs hamees and showed madstanen haating (RIW1Z).
Both it and the atbernabor were left with the wehirle on i8 engine vallay.

2143556600
The Lary Plpes Co., Inc.
P.0), Box 33488
St. Touls, MO §3138-D488

ERES-003-LC-4T88
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Ewaluation of the power steering sysbem for hoss £ailbures was not possibde dus
to consmmption (R3HL & 2}, huk bamed oo the mmeaining pieces, the tme alament
o fire discovery and no ah-rest precae, it was nob oonsidensd a liksly culpril.
Har was the alr conditionfng sysbem (R2HY & 4, B3Nl & 1. Both of theee
components englne mounts had becowe Miquefied and the power eeering pamp and
;irmﬂﬂaﬂngmmﬂhﬁiﬁusnmﬁﬁﬁamm{mmi
e

The slsctrical power pansl was pulled op from its banging locarion fior sey,
mﬁmimtuﬂambﬂtmﬁmnﬂﬂtgma;ﬂnml{mnﬁl,mﬂﬂﬂs

The croms hamess ab the right hand firewall had no components Dsmxindneg
connected 1o it and s ends wete henging down on the groond (R2E13).  Theas
onds ware embritiled, and their stand-alone rghdicy may b= coeareed in the

i Hoor had partly been stoped In elther the
the blowss mobor was found on the right esak bobtom
Evaluation of the Hower motor mysaled that s power sopply cahle/stranded
wirn had bacome ambxittied sufficiant to sand without sxpport (R2ZHLE), amd frs
end bad logt im teminal (R2ZNLT). Ita comwmuobabor wad not cleaned for analysis
{R2N18} byt its bashes bexd boon Josk, I shaft wes nob mobababls due bo the

Hob of liquaed/feadlidifiad metal/plastc on it (RAN19). Coatings and patterns
wars condlatent with poat-igniFon exposms (RIFN & 21).

Babiary cable terminals had bees Hoqueflod and loat. (R2H22 & 23).. Ho evidences
waa nobed thak tiw alr indaction meactor gymbem had bean cansatios, due w
limefartion of the air pomp, conmampbion of connecting homes and plaghbea

Fuel inpction pensn liquefaction deppings wers nobed on the right exhast
manifold and on the right frame af]l (R2HL & 1), The engine to chassis guoand
scrap/cable bad heen sepersbed by the falldown of the electrdcsl components
mounted =t the right hand end af the bulkhead/Brewall, but analysis of it
bolgn somnds indicsbed that it had besn intact befiors He fbe (RINL & 2,
R3N00 k& O),

Puliding falldown debris existed throoghout the cab interior (RIN3). Hareges
expoed in the cab reveslsd no pre-five gympboms (R3N4, 5 & 6). Engine foel
=opply {R3INT} and mhem lineg (RIRE] remained conneched at thedr spring=lock
camechorn marwsd of the injector plenion (R3IN7) althoogh thess lines wepe

Ad-355-5600

The Larty Pipes Co,, Ik,
P.0. Box 38488
St. Louls, MO 63138-0455

mﬂdﬂ-ﬁ-ﬂﬂ
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Ianmmed off below the trenemisgion housing bot not camera acopssible {(R3NTY). Ib
was considernd highly unlikaly that a foel foe would not have been notdoed from
33 b 10400 in the aeening.

Bo foel wash from any one of the 8 injectom was fSound (R38R, 10, 11 & 12) bat
tha right hand bank had been ooeeoed by plenom metal (R3N13) that would hace
o ba chisslerl/smeed away, for a complote view of the rght hand 4 indizkdual
vt

comdruction (RINIY) ot poondsd oo iofemapion, A f=ilore in this aystem
would hawe regulted in a fire afpe sidown and heat scak, or after 2 melatively
short time past haging peded it in the garags.

C. SIMUARY:
Pindings consideted most pertipent to this inspection wene:

1) &5 Ir—time-to-chesrvance of onole rmled oat engine—heat-souncss

2) albermabor cutput lead connector taminal in hamnees wesistance—twahad
3) 1IAS siyle alternsiew, not TAR, buk same in-havness connechor

d) no traoe of sbepator coatbyol J-wire plug-in comachor or Wices

3} 0o mnaining fesble link piecsg

6} no remaining color codad oover on any rEmaining wiring

71 dbesrabor heess yoobed €0 iner plastic fendes

8) albesmabryr outpot callle i-harmess connector vibeated by tire shale

9) comestor dependent on friction e alectricsl connectien .

D- SONCLUON:
Mummmmmmmm
vedtigation,

I a mnal meinspectinn with deshroctige imsesrigatian dwuld b= oooedinated,
please et me know ab te oumber belos,

Bespectfully Submitted,
THE LARRY FIPES CoO,, INC.

A4-355-6600
Tha Laxy Pipes Co., Inc,
F,0, Box 38488
Bt, Leans, MO 63138-04688
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432 peapondod a3 purct n! a r.t::l: n].n'm asgigiment to n s'l.'.tncﬂ:um ti.:u. 9200, 9214 ad 417
rrived on the aocee and repectod hesvy fire: {nvelvameot to the gagage and ook of the
bructucs, and that the bullding wvas ovaouated. S432 arrived apd tho Ffirst threec unles
brctched hasd llaes Ta poolect espoeures amd inlblate Fire attack. A :upplf Ling wna
atapiighod xo 9432 mn 2214.3401 axciwod on the scwno ond comasnd was astablished. A sagomdd
laom wad Eaquastod. " Afboz wated supply 4is sstablished additianal hand llpas wers Lald
pd fire wang brought: under ¢ontrol. Overliou]l and salvage opecatinne weru int tialed with
ecand alarm personncl. Heavy damagn was dustatned hgr the asposurc bulldiug an afde =p.*
comand oderad tho exposurc tailding on side "D" be inveatlgated For puasible £ire axkonalon
nd to prstedt tho dlug-qt arsa fros theg senther.” Ovechayl conktiousd on tha bulldieg af
rigin until cosmand was sneisfied alkl Tachnlning hﬂl::l-pd‘l’.n woco extlagulsiudd. Socomd alamm

mits wibe galepscd ak -pprn:.l-al:pfff G030 nrFa, | 0 '
a pyoliminagy investhigation Lorarwlaw with the hmo:meru_
stated that he Rad accived home at ,npp-emml, 1530 hra and had parkod his
ruck 1n the garsge. Ak approxtmately 2300 hrs. the homodemars statcd they heazd Roloos
* dalog from the §erage. A thay antited tho gorage from the lfving quartars m::*.lr

e .._’._...._.. et t e ol 8 s et ks e gk o 1 cmPem

atlced smoka t!aqlﬂg from underneath the.deiver alds Eroan wheel ares of Ehe ©
-t.ll‘.ad *that ,tl:.mghl: he heard tha startar,potor of the trock rugaing as the
! ntonsllied. Ha I:If.'.n Japonad the gapage dook and ramoved Hla wifa's cax- hstﬂnﬂ
bot she exlted the Bullding and called 313 8o hue <cll phooe SEEEEructhes staced
: hat bo and sos: of hiz nelghbiors attemptod a garden hose baot the
; ire !.ul.'.nnn.'l.i.'.y drave thes ¢ut of the garage. firther stated that they
{ ad axpacicnced alwitelcal prablemz wicth the wehiele previcusly. -
{ tue to the catreme ‘dumage to the vehiclc from the Cirk it was not possible to coxove it
! cam tha garsgs pud af thia €ime bW 'caude of the fire is unablc ta ba dutcrmined, C&0 Capt.
. C | - .
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Inenzed
Claim ¥

noL;:" 6-1-03
PIRE INVESTIGATION HEPORT
synopgip
On June 4, 2003, at about 1d:15 PM, the <ity of Saint .
Chartles, Misaouri Pixre Deparitmon ;h;

for a aingle family residence at

[ire daparktment atates that they arrivgd on the jcene a
10:22 P4 and ebicrvad flre ezxtending from bhoth aide attic
wants, and fire showing in the gatage and the roaf of the
Wuilding. The firn was extinguimhed with the aasnistance of

Eign departmentls from Lake Hzint Lowir and Pattoowllle.

Description

he lans strugture i€ o niagle atery, single family rcafdence
erected on o full bauement. Its exterior ia hreiock weneer and
piding, Tt has » twn car garage attached. Tho interior
cantains A kitcher with 2 dining area, a great rooem, thres
hedrocmn dsnd thrée baths, [t ix aupplied with aatural gae
and 110/220 electric powar. The roof ia covered with
compazition shingle roofing material.

Eirt_issﬁr.ﬁzamina&iﬁg

On Junc 6, 205 the undersigned Stote of Mizfourl Certifiwd
Pire Inyestigator veaponded to the deseribed fire las=, The
oxterior otaminal fon disclezed hoavy fire damage to Ehe roo’,
garages and haoth ondzs 9f the bullding.

The interlor examipation revealsd u# zingle polntl of fire
origin. This. peoint of orlgin wabk loecataed wunder Lhe hond of a
I995 Ford ¥-150 pdckup truck parked om the Teft nida of the
gncags intetior. The flre from the truck hreachod the
drywnll coiling of the gavage and snteced the attic apicos.
The fire then burncd through tho eatire attic Epacens and
rventxl toe the outside through the attic vents., MNo ather
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2.
paintr ef five igaltion were found,

Conclysion

It in the professional opinien of tho underaizned cﬂrtiiiﬁd

" fire Tnvwatlgatox, with = weasonabla degroe of fire
invesiigative certainty, that this fire ia of an aocgidoental
noture and did start under the hood of the pickup truck and

guboaguent]ly oxtendod inte the attic aspace of tha building.

Jelhaae s

Certified Fire Investigatbr

Nate: Junc 24, 7003
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Quzstion #

10.

5.

16.

21,

23,

5186950

Tha incident wea on Junc 42003 in 5t. Chardes, MO

RECEIVED BY

i JE 16 A 8 |
Prior to the incident on May 17, 2003 the windows, radsa ool speadometey wonld not wek. We

was prolled into the gacage at 3:30 pan ﬂﬂﬂﬂpmlmhm:ﬁw

the trock and dide "t notice srything anneual. At 10:00 we heard o noies in the garage and opensd
the Idtchen door awd ihe garuge wan filled with srnke and we noticed fAames wider e drivers®

sickt front wheel well, [imemedintcly grabbed fhe hose and oy wift: called 911, she meighbocs

came: over with fee extinguisbert tut it wes o out of conrol. -

Alleged Defoct? We mpect olectrical.

In Mmrch éha vohicle was inspactod slso bad u dingnoetic check om. Al stsocs were fing ut

needed nerar pheg wires, distribasior cap and rotor wess sisy msmilled
MNew dres were put oin the velicle 5/8/2003.
0il was changed every 3-4000 miles.

Na modiDestiona were made o the truck. The naly sdditions were coimwtic, il box, bed kner.

The eaglse wis hot ruming.
The kxys wem: not in the velrcle.

Ths velicle woa purchmsed an 42790 from Field Chevrolet with 33,363 mrilea

T
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Loml Oprica
9432 reaponded am part of a first alam unigmnt. to a atrockure fire. 9200, 5214 and 9417

arrived or the scens and rported heavy fira involvemesnt to the garage and roof of the
structuts,and that the bullding Waa awacuated, 9432 arrived and the firsc thres units
stretched hand ilines to protect expasures and loltismte fire attack., A supply lins was
aacablisahed to 9432 and 5214.9401 arrived on the scena and compand was astabliahed. A aescond
alarm was requested., Aftér water aupply wad satablished ndditional hend lines ware laid
and firs wias brought undar control. Cverhsul and salvage gparaticns wvars initistsd with
ancond alarm perscotal. Heavy damsge was susteinad by the axposvra bnilding on sids "D~
Coamand oderad the exposure bullding o atde “D™ bé ilnvestigated for possible fire sxtension
and to protect the damaged aran from the weather. Overhaul continued on the building of
arlgin until command waa satisfied all remaining hotapots were extioguished. Second alarm
units were raleased at approximataly 0030 hrs.

I copchicted o praliminary investigation interview with the MHW
I stated that he had arrived home at approgimataly 1530 hee a par a

tmmck in the garage. At approximately 2200 hra. the homessners stated they hearcd noizes
comlng from the garage. As they entatexl the garage from the living quarters they imowdistsly
noticed swoke iasuing from underneath the driver side front wheel area of the truck. N

atated that ha thought he heard the starter motor of tha truck firm

ntensified. Ha then openad the garmgs door aml reamoves] his wife's :lm.ﬂ:abed
that she sxited tha bullding and called 911 cn har call phans. furthar statasd
that he and aoma of his naighhora attempted to fight the fire with a garden hoss but the
fire ilntenaity dtove them out of the garage. [ :ct=r stated that they
had experimnced electrical problems with the wvehicle previcusly.

Due to the axktreme damage to the vehicle from the fire it waa not posaibla to remove it
from the garage apd at this tims the cauas of the Eire is unable to be detarcmined. CsQ Capt.

L authorization .
(113204 | |DALY, RICHARD P e -1 ] o6} Los) L_ zo03)|

w=tr[]]72 | |9cMER, EAPRL | |cAR B [ I 06 |05 2003
o By Mambar wakiny fapoct ID [P ) Poritioe or o e r——— Btk ey TMr
alayos.
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photos i took that morning

@1:30 am what we woke upto  nen it was light outside

you can see the hood & tire
Fully engulfed

these are color photos

that i took i only hope you can
see just how devistating

this could've been
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INRE: - Allstate Claia NN
- . H&A File No. 04-0883VF
PREDICATION:
This report iz predicated vpon the request of Ms. Carolyn White, Allstate Senior

K C]aimsR:;n*&sentaﬁw,tnmuductminvesﬁgsﬁonintu_wid&apmial

rafzrence to the fire 1oss of 2 1997 Ford, Expedition.

INSPECTION:

Oun May 17, 2004 at 12:00 p.m., this Investigator arrived at 3019 Stroups Hickox Road
in West Farmington, Ohio, to conduct an investigation into the fire loss of a 1997
Fond, Expedition. . '

Once at the m, a ¢lose mnpechm provided the following information:

SEE ENCLOSED INVESTIGATION REPORT

“Prior 1o leaving the scens, several color photographs were taken and are enclosed.

. ORIG GATION:
- OnMay l?'.-EﬂD‘l at 12:00 p.m., this Investigator arrived at 3019 Stroups Hickox Road

in West Faomingtoa, Ohio, to conduct an origin and cause investigation into the fire
lnsa of a 1997 Ford, Expedition, green in color, Vehicle Identification Number
IMUIELIV[_

Uson atriving 2t the residence, the vehicle is located in the driveway adjacent the

- residence, and is identificd by its Vehicle Identification Number located on ihe federal
. mamefacturer’s lakel an the driver's door.

-

Initial obsetvations reveal evidence af a fire to have originated within the engine
compartment, that extended to the melting &nd cracking of the windshield, bath
driver’s gide door windows and the right front door window. The fire fusther extended
to blistering of the paintid surfaces of the froat clip and roof. Further, the aluminum
hood has been consumed during the course of the firs,




IN RE: Allstate Claim No. 3927961752
" VF .
May 26, 2004 ,

Pagc2 -

" Tha examhmﬂnnnfﬂm’ﬁmltank,ﬁ]ltuhc and fucl cap reveals all ave intact, and there is no

evidence of any fue] leakegs. The examination of the underside reveals it iy free of any fine

Attﬁuﬁqunmmimﬁmiﬂhcundhﬁnﬂwmgnmwhmhjghbumghmt

 throughoot. Contimuing forward, the rear passenger compartient also reveals high burning
. present, where the fire peneirated the windshield, entering the passenger compartment lessening
.in degree. The examination of the front passenger compartment further reveals hiph burning

mumLmtmﬂummmnﬂﬂﬂlmmmmeﬂwmmmmm&m:smwﬂmeuf

_.any]:nwhumng.

: _-'Thnemmmuunnfthc'dﬁhmeﬁmdeuothﬂ top of same,
whﬁetheﬁnagammﬂ‘atedﬂ:wmthhuld,cmngﬂmdamagepmmt

The examination of wiring traveling along the dashboard reveals charved wiring insulation

" ‘present, and a snbatantial amount of the combustible dashbioard rernaing. and there is no evidence

of any fire origin. After completing the inspection of the passenger compartment and rear cargo
ares, na evidence af amy fire origin could be found.

At this time, the examimation is focused to the epgine compartment, whereupon examining same,
extensive fire damape is present within the top of the engine, pointing toward the right or
passenger's side. The examination of the left front tire reveals partial comumption, deflating
same. The exammalion of the right frant tive reveals partial consumption ag well, deflating same,
The examination does, hawever, reveal some fiberpiasa headlight housing remaining on the right
urpnsaengnr’uldemdlacknfsamennﬂmleﬁnrdnmsmde ]

The examination of the front section of the engine compartment reveats combnstibles hoses
remaining, air conditioning condenser and radiator present on the ground, and there is no
evidencs of any fire orlgin.

Th::mmmhmufmempumnmtmthemwlmthuhﬂud:wu g side reveals fire damage
praam;mhusﬁblasdnrmuammmummdmummdthmmnnmmofmyﬁm

Themmnaunnnfthepnwnmmihuuonmmmu inner left fender reveals aluminem and
ather combustibles still surrotnding same, however, 23 you examine wiring traveling from sama,
thete is evidence of alecirical faulting pregsent.



IN RE: Allstate MW
H&A File No.

May 26, 2004 .
Page 3 : . )

The éxamination of the left rear of the engine compartrent reveals the fael lines are intact, fuel
line cormections and retainer clips are intact, and there it no evidence of any fire origin. The

 examination of the main wiring harness which travets acrsa the bulkhead on the left or driver's

mide does reveal it is void of insulation and is brittle, falling apart to the toach.

The examination of the right or passenger’s side of the engine compartnent, specifically the
inner right fender, reveals the hattery is fire daroaged, exposing the plates. The battery cables
reveal they are void of msulation, howsver, as you trace same, some ingulation does become
intact mdtberemnumnhnmufmulmmml faihare that could be found and atinbuted to the

cange of the fire,

TEuuxmmhmbfﬂnﬁmfﬁungmemmlsnhmmﬁmwdmﬁmlhd,pmnﬁnghwmﬂthu

* right or passenget's side as the area of origin. 'Ihuma:mmtmnnfﬂw alternator in the front on

tﬂpmvmlsmdmmmmmehmg,mmgﬂmwmmmmﬂmﬁmm

-:'pruantm]nghmmmm. Further, the intake manifold, which is of aluminum constraction,

mahmﬂhngpuﬂmmhngtwmmen@tmws:mumemufmgm

- Theexammatmnofthesulmdmﬂmnghtrmqfﬂ:emgmcampamnmt reveala extansive

fire damage present, The cable which travels from the altemator as well as from the power
distribution center sl posifive batiery reveal they arc void of insulation. Further, electrical
activity is noted in the cable traveling from the power distribution center clnsest tha salenoid.
The lugs at the solencid reveal melting present to the connectors. Further, the lug and cable
which traveled to the pesitive battary terminal reveals slectrical activity prezent with little esble

M&hﬁmqamhuaqumt:h:cknf&mﬂuiﬂ.leﬁhrﬂﬁhdthebmh, power steering fuid and

coolant all drained during the course of the fire. The tranamisaion fluid leve! is full and clean,

and the oil dipstick cannot be removed unless coiting of the dipstick tube pecurs.

-At this time, after compheting the sbove inspection and examination, it is the opinion of this
Investigator that the fire was sccidental in nature. It is further the opinion of this Investigator
that the fire ariginated within the engine compartment on the top, in the center to right or

. passenger’s nide, where there is evidence of electrical activity in the immediate area of the
‘solenoid at the bulkhead, to include the cable traveling from the powee distributicn center to

same, sufficient to ignite the wiring insulation and immediate combustibles into open flame, with

meﬁrenhﬂmupwdmdmtwudﬁmﬂntmumcmgthemm The fire
tsdumndhhemmdmlﬁre,elamﬂlmmhn



INRE: Alstae Claien No. I

et

. May 26, 2004
Page 4 s

NICB VINASSIST:

A review of the NICR Vinassist indicates that the 1997 Ford, Expedition, four doar, 4 x 4, is
equipped with a 5.4 liter, V8 engine, and was agsembled in Wayne, Michigan.
ALLDATA SYSTEM: .-

A soarch of the All Data System produced fiftoen recalls pertaining to 1997 Ford, Expeditions
equipped with 5.4 liter engines. Upunmvhw;mmfomdtqpermiumth:ﬁm in question.

ﬁwmwmd.ﬂfﬁmm lerﬂeebu]lm,pmducmgmhnﬂm
and upan review, nona were found to pertain to the fire in question.

A search of the National Highway Traffic & Safety Administration, Recal Database, produced
six recalls, and upon review, none wm_fqundtppﬂuintnﬂmﬁ:einquuﬁm.

A further aearch of the mfmhwﬁyﬁmﬁimmdﬁwmﬂmdupmmﬁw.
mn:wmfnun;dhputninhﬂpﬁminqngﬁm

On May 17, 2004 at 12:30 p.m., Favestigator John Adams conducted an interview witll

of the titleholders, named insurcd and lastoperator of the vehicie prior to the fire.
When questioned regarding any complaints or problems with the vehicle prior to the fire, it was
learned that the driver’s window would go up and down by itself ard the dooe focks would lock
and unlock by themselves when gning over a bumpy road.

- Thee fire occuired on May 13, 2004 at 1:30 am., with the weather contdition= listed as clear. The
location of the fire weu listed 24 NG i V<t Farmington, Ohio. The
wind was blowing from frant to rear, howsver, mostly from passenger’s side to driver’s side.
Subsequentty - ortacied 91 1, and the West Farmingion Fire Department responded
mmmﬂly!ﬂNﬁmnﬁaﬂnxﬂnmﬂﬂwdaﬁnmlmgﬂmlﬁ?Fmﬂ.Exp&dﬂm
eqmppedm&ﬂ#lner VB engine. -




INRE:  Allstate Claim No/ SRR
May 26, 2004 ' -
Pagse 5

MvemclewaapumhaseduudfmmBnthnannrdeuard,Pmmﬂvm A thirty
:hy?’lﬂﬂﬂnulewamnt]rwasusm

Recent service wurkperformedtuﬂmwhclemclnded upper and lower ball joints, tie rods and
brakes. JCHAmﬂmWeatFarmmgtonoumpletedmdmpmrs;mnrtnﬁ:ﬁm

Thelﬁpcmuntohawmtemﬂﬂnnngimmpaﬂm:ﬂm_tuchmgcﬂmuﬂ il
‘changes are secured on a regular basis, and no oil or other Ruids are ever added in between oil

The mileage at the time of the purchase was approximately 60,000 miles and the mileage at the
time of tha fire loss was approximately 150,000 miles. Since awnership, no recall notices,
r.'.ampmgnu ot corregpondence have bacn reoeived from the manufacrursr, No aficrmarket
accessories hawbmaddqdmmmhp,nndnhumtbmnmlmdmmmdnmm
ownership,

Mthu_ﬁmaﬂftheﬁra.thavehiclehadbeenpa:tudfmammzimatelymenhum,audupm
hearing noises and looking out the window, smoke and flames were observed emanating out
from the center to rear through the alnmimun hood. Dunugﬂuauumufth&ﬁm,alldummd
wmdnmwamclnaed. : . _

The firemen believed the probable cause was ¢lectrical, and the insured believes the same, A
handheld computer, & grading stick and other items were removed from the vehicle aftar the fires.
Ttems not récoverzd due to the fire within the whmlawaremglasus,aallulartalaphmw,md:
inverter for the computer. ~

LM&rcsult,mnﬁmrwhmhsorpmpeﬂyﬁmhmgnd,humm B concomncd
about the pand which is utilized for drisking water as it is hooked up to a filtration system and
maxhngumhnwnnaﬂnfﬁenmnbmﬁbhﬂmﬁmﬂmﬂwwmwmmmduwnmﬂu

pond.,
Atthisﬁme.mﬁmhuhﬁnmaﬁonmuidheubmineiaudtheinmiewmtﬂmw



,ur*ﬁg;?{ i



L ®
N RE: Alstate Ciaim No | NNNE

H& A File No. 04-0883VF

May 26, 2004
Page 6

WEST FARMINGTOM 0 PARTMENT:

Corresnondence has been forwarded to the West Farmington, Ohio Fire Department, requesting a
copy of their fire report pertaining to the vehicle fire in question. Upon receipt, it will be
forwarded to the Claimsg Repressntative,

CONCLUSION:

Having compteted an examination of the vehicle, reviewed an interview obiained from the

insured, condueted research pertaining to the vehicle in question, order the fire report, and based
upon all of the mformation knoam at the time of the preparation of this report, it is the opigion of
ﬂuslnveshgator&latthefrewuammnta!mnme Iusflntherﬂmnpuuuncfﬁm

Investigator that the "Ti'.vl_;_u!« artment, in factory
wiring wavcling froc ] ¢ 3l fulting,
sufﬁmmtmmtﬂﬂmmrmgmﬂ AtIon and lmmadiatemmbmtihlssmtnnpm with the

fire extending upward and cutward from that location, causing tyw damage present. The fire is
desmed to be an accidentsl firs, electrical in nature.

At this time, &il requests for services have been complsted, we ave closing our file and
forwarding our repert and photogmphs for your review,

Timothy P. Herndon

TPH/%p
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% overall view of the cast aluminum components on tap of the engine
indicating melting present on the right or peasenger's side pointing toward the right
or passanger's side as the erea of origin.
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.37, Aclose-up of the lug and remains.of the cable, which traveled from the

pmitiw battery tﬂminalhtha cylinder with evidmwofﬁlﬁng prmm‘.
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35, .A.clup ?iuwfmepuwerdishibuﬁunmurcabhmﬁnghwmﬂ:mmid
where it ia fissed, brittle and broken approximately two inches from the lug at the
solenoid.

- 5. ﬁ@doae—upﬁuwofielugandmaiuufﬂumblebmkﬂnintwndumﬁuipgm-
. _ it being brittle closest the zolanaid,
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34,

view of the routing of this alteaator cable
right rear complately void of insulation with evidence of fusing present. -
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of this alteruator cable connection closest the salencid.
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traveling tn the solen
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An o view of the solenoid in che right ut' engine t
cables and connections traveling to same.

Alme ufthutmma;urmnnuctiunmhle 'ﬁ'nm;ume.



2‘? Anuﬂmruvmllw.ew nft]us main wlnng luom asit u'mn:ls P lhenght or
passenger's side.

AN AR EE AR R EmE NS EmEEE EEE AR ariwanmn Balmnmn i Bl frm ka1 bawn ma bt bra n v il me arkra et amn

. 28. Anmm]lwuwufﬁemuﬂgnfﬂmmmmg@mtmwlmghwardaﬂmngm
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vcrn]lﬁﬂwfﬂ::n:nmnsfﬂ:e disttibution center in the Inner left
fender.

"M, A close-ap ';ffl;l ﬂiuthﬂmnr. J—




21. An overall view of the battery and cables along the inner right fender.

22. An ovemll view of the t section of the

-
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19, " An overall view of the lack of headlight assembly on the drivec's side.

ZHAn overall view of the remains of air-conditioning condenser and radia turunlhe )
ground in Froat of the vebicle.

-
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19, An overall view of the lack of headlight assembly o the driver's side,
20, An overall view of the remais of vir-<conditioning condenser and radiator on the
ground in front of the veliicle
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11.  An overall view nfreu_
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arament from the passengers side.
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12. . An overall view of the front] from the passenger's side.
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9. An overall view uftﬁn haar cargo area,
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A cloke-up view of the fuel cap intact.
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A close-up view of the Vehicle [dentification Number located on the Federsl
Manufactarers Label identifying the 1997 Fntd, Expedition,
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A closeup view of the Vehicle Identification Number located on the Federal
Mamuficturers Label identifying the 1997 Ford, Expedition.







Offica of iha Ganers! Counaal Fard NMotor Company
) Paridans Towsrs West
Guitte 300
Three Parkding Bouleyard
Daarbom, Wichigen 45125-2568

April 18, 2060

State Farm Inaurance Companies
2776 Sunny Isles Blvd.

North Miami Beach, F1. 33160
ATTENTION: RESEDA CELESTIN

Re: Ceimaxt: [N
DHO/E: February 26, 2000
Vehicle: 1997 Ford F150 Pickup
Your Clalm No.: _ ‘

Dear Ma, Celestin:

We acknowledge your recent contart to Ford Motor Company. Your Complaint has
been directed to thin office for forther handling. In order to assist ue in evalusting yoar

claim weraquuatthnt;mup:mdemmthﬂw fulluwmgmformahon

1. The date of incident and the city and stats in which it cccurred, Zew ¥/ cr Aigors

2. A complete description of the incident, including eventa which occurred prior  See 2457

to and subeequent to the loss.

3. A copy of tha palice and/or fire report. & e dp o’

4. For each peraon alleged injured: full name, date of birth, home address, marital

ntnts.mandnnmuufupouae social security number, occupation, a complete

deacription of the injuries, the nimes and addresses of all treating physicians,

and copies of all medical hills and reports. )

5. The vehicle year, model, and serial number. See By g VX2

8.  'The mileage on the vehicle at the time of the intident, 7279 —-2<7

. . 0Original photographa of the vehicle's colfisfonffire damage, from seperpl diffirent errcdaper

-grgles, or color laser eoplea.

8.  Uriginal photographa of the inside of the vehicle showing the steering wheel,

dash and roof areas.

9.  Original photographs of the accident ecene showing the grade of the road.

10. 'What is the sllaged defect?

11. Docnmentation to substantiate your defect allegation, incloding a copy of your

expert's report and the expert's original photographs, @ eversew"

12. Haaﬂ:naﬂagaddaﬁanhwpaﬂba&nrepﬂmdm'mplaﬁa&? e
The prasent location of the alleged defective ps vehicla

14. The repair estimats, repair order, or youcitols orksheelforthe ... 2 .0

vehicle's damage, andopies of draf L Do 2 Mo oo o

Lo

X KX O XXX OX X

X
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X
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15. A complets service history for the subject vehicle, including any tune-ups or

16. Liat any after market additions or madifications that were mads to the vehicle. 745

17. We will ba pleased to conduet non-deatructive testing on your alleged defective
part should you choose to remove the part and assambly and ship it at your own
expenae. Please follow the directiona listed in the attached shipping
insiructions.

MR AN

[] 18. Lost wage verification (if applicable).
[0 19, Was ths parking brake applied?
B 20. Wasthe engine running? 27
Bd 21 Were the keys in the ignition? 7@
d 22, Has aoy insurance cornpany been advieed of this incideni? If so, please state
tha name, addreas, and telephosns number of thoae insurance companies; their
claim nurnber; and the agent's name.
[0 23 If an attorney has been retained by you to settla thig claim, please inchuda
his/her name, talephone number, and address.
X 24.  If this vehicle was purchased as used by the insured please provide: the dats of
purchass, mileage at tha tima of purchass, and from whom the vehicle was f"# .
purchased. % L
f1 25 Other

Qnee wa are in receipt of the requested informating, it will be reviewed and you will be
notified of our decision concerning your elaim. Should you not send all of the requested
information and materiala within 45 days, we will assume that you are not interested in
purauing a claim and we will cloas our file.

Please be advised that all necessary steps should be taken to ensure that the aubject
vehicle and al! of ita component parts are maintained and preserved for trial. Ford Motor
Company has the right to inapect the vehicle and mwove and test any component part that
you claim to be defective, and o be presented with the vehicle and the subject component
partis} at the time of trial, should litigation ensue from this informal claim. ]

If you propose to repair the vehiele for continued uwsage, such repairs may not be
performed until after Ford Motor Company has inapected tha vehicle and removad and tested
any component part yoa claim to be defective or advised you in writing that it does not intend
to perform such inspection end/or testing at thia time. But even in that event, Ford Mutor
Company will insist that all components claimed to be defective are maintained and preserved

2L

-



From; Nidiohvics ArbliniilcniMcbert Somiirg To; Mwsadi Calgafin Onte! MO0 Thes: 102918 AM

QN

Claim Number:

Purpose of the Assignment:
The purpose of this assignment was to determine the cause and origin of
a fira In the below referenced 1997 Ford Pick-up truck,

Preliminary Remarks:
Masler ASE cerlified technician Richard er, Florida mechanical

investigator icerse JEEEEEEEanived &t Sadisco, Street,
Opa-lacka, FL, oh Apil 3, 2000 at approxdmately 8:30 subjact
vehicle, The receptionist Informed the Inspactor that coniral number X431786 had
mwma'lm? Fard Truck, which had bash placed in row 38, stall 27 Ih
The following wro resulls of The inspecion.
Description of the Vehicle:

The sublect vehicls was a white, two-doar, 1987 Ford F150 pick-up truck
and was positively identified by the V.LN. 1FTDF1726v Al the time of

the inspaction, the vehicle dd not carry a cense plate. cumant odometer
reading could hot be verifled due to heavy smoke damage sustained in the area
of the instrumettt cluster bezel,

Inspection of the Exterior:
The front of the vehicle had sustained heavy fire damage, which

The
both mefted. The Isft side of the windshield
for fire to migrate nto the vehicle's interior. The leift

37
i
E
:
B
:
7
£
i
i3
:
]

vehicle belng used in a work environment.

inspection of the interior:

Tha fire entered the vehicle’s interor through the access hole melted
through the windshield and migrated along the Inside of the roof panel, mefling
mast of the haadliner and visor material. The top of the dashboard was melted
and all of the nterlor companents were coated with a layer of soat.

Page 1 of2



Fronc Kallorssdde ArbirstionsRobert Samberp To: Reswds Colestn Ouia: ANO00 Time: 10:20:18 Al

. Inspection of the Engine Compartment:

The subject vehicle was equipped with a 4.9-5ter, fuelinjected, V& engine
and an auomatic transmission. Almost all of the combustibla raterals in the
engine had bsan consumad. The metal compohenls on the left
side of the engine comparimant were heawvily fire scorched suggesting the flre

. originated In this area. The ballery, maln engine wiring hamess and an
i mmnfelecm:almhyslowledmtheﬂgm;ldunfﬂumm
compartment showed melted insulation off of the wiing and melted plastic

exposing tha inner battery plates, but no beaded, fused of heat discolored wines

ot inher batlery plates to indicate an electrical shoet had occurred. There was a

ion of thea hood remaining that covered the battery and a saclion of the

firewall. The atemator was mounted on the right front comer of the engine and

i's widng remained Intact, void of insulafion. The firewall was scorched ah
ﬂulﬁtsﬂudﬂmuﬂ compartment. The aluminum intake manifold plenum

was melted along the left side. A pottion of tha laft vaive cover was melied as
well and the remnanis of the metted maferals had fallen down on o the left

exhaust manifold and e. There wers charred ofl daposits evident on the left

exhaust manifold as well. Two of the spark phug boots, belween the left valve

cover and the engine-lifting bracket, were melted, Thers were no olly charmred

. daposits remaining on the top of the valve cover indicating the oil must have
: leaked from the valve cover gashet.

. Conclusion:
; it is the opinion of the inspector that the above referencead fire was the

Comments and Recommendations:
1 Naliorwide Arbitrations & Inspections, Inc. recommends that the vehicle

service and repair history be reviewed to delermine if any repairsfreplacaments
refted to the left valve cover or paskel had besn recertly pefoiimed.

Nationwide Arbitrations & Inspections, Inc., reserves the right to review any
additional informetion, evidence, elz. as it hecomes avalabls and to amend this
repost and fts Mindings further, should it becoma necassary.

Supervisor

Pugm 2 aof 2
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State Farm Insurance Companies

March 31, 2000

Ford Moter Company

Attn. Conaumer Affzairs
15800 Bwecutiwve Plaza Dr.
Pearkbom, MI 48126-4207

RE: Clalm Number: —

Date of Irgs: ¥February 26, 2000

we e

Deay Centlemen:

The identified vehicle baring VIN 1FTDFi72sviN =
*97 Ford Pickup Fi50 auddenly canght fire on 2-26-00 at
the owner’s realdence,

State Farm would like fo give you an cpportunity to
inspect the said vehicle and give you advance notice of
our pokential aubregation claim.

Pleape contact me at the phone number liated below to
make arrangement for your inspection.

Sincerely,

Reseda Celestin :

Senlor Claim Repregeantative
{305} 354-B8512

State Farm Mutual Autcmobile Ineurance Company

HOME OFFIGES: BLOOMINGTON, ILLMNGS 81710-D001

&b

lﬂiliﬂt“

Statn Farm Impurance Comparninm

2775 Surury islas Blvil.

Moeth Mieni Baaoh, Fl. 33180

APE 1 2 2000

OFFCE OF THE
GENERAL COUNSEL
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FILED IN THE D1STRICT COURT

.. OKLAHOMA COLUNTY, GKLA.
(Lo IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY .=
STATE OF QKLAHOMA MAR 23 2002 l:f'::
)] FATRUCIA PRESLEY, COURT CLERI
! i Depuly
}
)
)
) s T N L
]
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, )
)
Defendant. )

E

t. Plaineti N ¢ 21\ insurance company
ticensed in Okiahoma; PlairriAfJEENesides in Vebra, Okishorna; defixdant is a
mwmbn[imuudmdnmﬁmmmsuteafmﬂi:mnﬁnﬁmmh&ﬂmﬂ

2. On Muy 14, 2001, after sitting at his residence all night, with the engine off and the key cut
of the ignition, Phingff Williams's motor wehicle (2001 Ford F-150 Phckup, VIN 7
tFTZE1724 R burst into fames.

3. Said fire ocowred without waming to Plaintf {lllllnd was not the result of any
mﬁmmmmﬁﬁndw_

4. Asaresult of the. fire, Phainaff JJJJII veicie was destroyed 2nd Plaincie [
sustained property damage in the total amount of $17,164.17. Of this amount, Plaintiff State Farm
Mutual Automobile Insurance Company paid $16,664.17 and I r=id 2 deductible
of $500.00.

5. The above-related incident and remulting dunages to the Plaintifis were proxinsately cau
ax folloas:



a  poinc Tk contained defecs that caused it 1o igrite and bum bocas
sid vehicle was defective and unreasonsbly dangerous at the time it left the controf of the
efendant.

&  The Defendam breached ther express and imglied warranties of fitness and
sverchantability of said vehicie by reason of defiects existing in the vehicle.

& Defendam designed, manufsctired, marketed and sokd Plaintic? [JJRvchce.
ﬂﬁdlminadefmiwmdmmﬂrdwmﬁﬁmwhmsﬂdmw-
and 2t the tme of thic incident Said veficle war unreasonsbly dangenous and defective in
sesign at the time it was marketed by the Defendaut and o the tine when it reached Plamtiff
I s cioective and dangerons condition and design prosimately caused the Flaindf
dumages while the vetncle wag being used in 2 manner and for 2 purpose reasonably anticipated
and foreseeable by the Defendant,

i mmmumwmm-muummd
with the use of said vehide.

¢  Defendant negfigently manufactured and distributed said vehicie

Wherefore, PhairifTs demand judgroent against defendant for the sum of $17,164.17, imerest,

and comy, including reascable attomey lees.

Respectfully Sulamitted,

£ 7L AA
Thomas G, Ferguson, Jr. OBA #2878
Russeli T. Bowlan OBA #15731
WALKER, FERGUSON & FERGUSON
301 Nosthwest 63rd Strect, SUTTE 400
Qklahama City, OK 73116
Tdeghons (405) $43-8855
Facsimle (405) 243-3934
Anomeys for Plaintrfix)




Ford Motor Comparny

c/o Registered Agent

The Corporation Company
B35 1st Nati Bldg.
Odahoma City, OK 73102



Difics of #he Ganeral Cauneal Fors Motor Comgany

Parduna Towars Weal

RECH- Thiaa Pack s Boutovard
- Dearborn, Michigin 48126-2664
01 September 24, 2001
State Farm Insurance SUBROGATICM

PO BOX 22085
Tulsa OK 74421-2085
ATTENTION: TRAVIS DAUGHERTY

..
Your Claim Mumber:
DoL:

Dear M. Daugherty,

Thank you for your mecently submited materigls. In order to assist us '
claim, wo request that you provide us with the folloaing information: {Flemumtathatthn
information requested iz in regand to the Ford manufachued wehicke. )
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May 14, 2001

Tha date of incident and the city and stabe in which it occumed. 5=
A complete description of the incident, inchading events which occu
to and subsequent to the loas. See Fepore.

A copy of the potice andior fire report. Nane = Tasethaared by Vil ¥, D,
For emch person aleged mjured: full name, date of birth, home address, martal
sighis and name of spouse, social security number, ococupation, s complets
description of tha inpries, the names and addreseas of all trealing physictans, and

copias of all madical bills and reports.

The vehicle year, model, and serial number. .0el T?.Fl'fi"llh-
The miaage on the vehicia at the time of the i . 3,500,

Original color photographs of the vehicle's mage & the alleged

defactive part(s), from several differen! enfes. Tweluded

Originat color phatographs of the inside of the vehicle showing the steering wheal,

dash end mof ancas.

&malcdwﬁﬂogmhaﬂhamﬂﬂmahwmgﬂﬁm of the road.

What is the alleged defoct? See.

Doecumentation to substantiate your defect allegation, including a copy of your
experts report and the expert's original photographs. Soncluded

Hes the alleged defective part been rapaired or replaced? N o

The present location of the alleged defactve part and the vehide. Ls fart =o€ &#5,5;.
The repair eslimate, repair onder, or your total loss workshest for the

vehicle's damage and any losses associated with this incldent, and

coples of draft payments. TEEENERNNNE Tweloie)

A completes secvice history for the subject vehicta, including any tune-ups or s
il changes. N cus \F ¢l ele
List anvy afier market additions or medifications that were made to the vehifle. Wnkasws,,
Wo wil be pleased o conduct non-destructive testing on your alleged, defoctive
part should you choose to remove the part and assambly and ship it at
expense. Pleasa follow the diractions listed in the attached shipping instnuctions.
Lost wage verification (ff applicable).
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Was the parking braioa fully engaged? Lt kaeusn

What gsar was the vehicle in at the time of the incideni? farked Gwernighy
Waa the engine running? Ne

Wera the keys in the igrition? Na

Has any insurance company besn advised of this incikdent? If so, plaase state the
name, addrasa, and telsphone number of those inswrance companiea; their ciaim
number; and the agent's nams.

If an attomey has been retained by you to settke this caim, plsass include his/her
nams, telaphone number, and address.

If this vehicie was purchased ag used by the insured pleass provide: the date of
purchase, milsage at the time of purchase, and from whom the vehicle was
purchasad. M ews

Onca we are in raceipt of the requestsd Idormation, it wil be reviewed and you will be
naotifled of our decision conceming your claim. Should you not send all of the reguested
information and materials, we will assume that you are not interasted in pursuing a claim and we
will dose our file.

Pleasa be advised that all necessary steps should be taken to snaure that the subject

vehicle and all of iis componert perts are meinteined and preserved for trial. Fond Mokor

" Company has the right to nspect the wehicle and remove and test any component part that you

claim to be defective, and io be presanted with the vehicle and the subject component part{s) at
the time of trial, should litkation ensue from this informal caim.

If you propose to repair tha wehicle for continued usage, such repairs may not be
performed untll afier Ford Motor Company has inspected the vehicls and removed and tested any
component part you claim to ba defective or advieed you in writing that £ does not interd to
pedform such inapection andfor teating at this time. But even In that event, Ford Motor Company
will inalat that all companants clalmed to ba defective ara maintalved and preserved for tnal.

Sincarely,
UNfer -
Shawn Nortan
Claims Analyst
RECEIVED
9T 9 1 209
SUBHOGATFGW
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DALLAS & ASSOCIATES FHRE & EXPLOSION CONSULTANTS. INC.

925 TAND AVE. §.E. - NORMAN, OK 73026 - 405-320-3602

May 31, 2001
Case #D50125

M= Cindy Chikon

State Farm Insurapece

PO Box 720900

Norman, (K 73070-470)

Re:  Fire Loss: 3/14/01

Insured:
h'd OK
Chim No:
DESCRIPTION OF LOSS

The vehicle was a 2001 Ford F-150. [t was a Sports model with no extended cab. The
color was silver. It displayed a March 2002, Oklahoma tag It was parked ut
Co-Parte Ineusrance pool in Oklshoma City. A display tag on the front of the vehicle said
Bilhogzley Ford in Andmore, Oklahoma,

FIRE EXAMINATION

Exterior conditions of the vehicle indicated thexe was no visible physical damage. The
most fire damage imvolved the cab and rear of tha engine compartment. Melting occurred
to the rear of the hood from fire concentrated near the firewail

Fire deanaage in the pagsenger ares inchyded total consumption of upholstery for the seats,
and door panels. The dash had melted down and the right side air bag had exploded.
collap=ed to the floor.

The adpeter provided the history of the fire, Informetion indicated the vehicle had bezn
parked over night before the fire occurred.  Since the vehicle was oot running the cause
focosed to a heat source prodoced by the electric systeme. The electrical systern woukd be
the only one in service when the vehicle was parked.

Wiring snside the passenger compartrment was evaluated for possible failurs. Wiring on
the right side of the panel on the driver’s side had melied wirng that woukd be to controls

Jui n10 2001
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for the heater assembly, The melting was evaluated for possible short-circuiting,
however, the damage was due to fire exposure,

Witing to the ignition switch and driver’s side dash of the vehicle were all-ineact. The
wiring harness leading to the compuler behind the right kick panel had no short-circuRting
and wiring in the dash had no visible failure.

I the engine compariment fins damage was concentrated along the firswall on the right
center of the engine compartment. Heat sources wen? sought to determine if there was
electrical frinre. The bot lesd from the battery to the faise panel was arced inko
approximately six {6) to eight (§) inches from the battery post. 'Welding occumred i the
same cable approximately 18 to 20 inches inboard of the right fender well The cable had
arced against the firewall and way welded to the metal, The areq around the welded cable
was evaluated for possible evidence of thiz being the source of ignition for the fire. The
melied hood and damage to the frewall supported evidence that the source of ignition for
this firc was the arc wekled cable fiom the battery to the fizse panel.

The engine gil was checked to determine the condition of the engine. The oil was fult
and clear indicating the oil had recently been changed.

Wiring from the alternator to the fise panc] bad been exposed to fire in relationship to the
fire originating at the rear of the engine compartinent. Wiring harness along the firewall
4 distance of approximately 25 to 26 inches had insulation hamed away. This indicated
the fire esed the imubtion meterialy a8 a fue} source during early stages of burning.
Plastics and rubber in the Immediate area of the engine were also exposed and was e
source of fuel to feed the fre.

During evahation of the fire origin glass was found from the windshield that had dropped
mto the engine compariment. The glass was expased to fire temperatures after it cams to
rest on the top of the engine. This indicated the hood had melted early in the fire. Glass
from the windshicld had separaicd before collapsing toward the interior of the passenger

FIRE CAUSE OPINION

Conditikurs formnd in the vehicle indicated arcing occurred on the primary cable from the
battery to the fise pane? The cable had rubbed against the firewall of the engine
compartment and welded ta the metal The condition created heat that ignitad insulation
and components m the engine compartment, Heat was conducted tirough the frewall
into the passenger areq where it ignited the dash combustibles and spread to the
upholistery.

Excinged ate photoy, photo identification, and a copy of the repost for your use. If there




R.espectﬁlll-y,

Q=T

David E. Dallas
DALLAS AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

DED/jd




PHOTO IDENTIFICATION
" Photos Na. 1 thru 3:

Shows an exterior view of the vehicle. Fire darmage was concentrated to the cab and rear
of the engime compartment. The: fire had extendesd from the engine compartment
thorough the firewall into the passenger area

Plotos No. 9 thru 19:

Shows the enpine compariment with fire damage at the Grewall, as indicated by photos 9
and 10. Components towards the front, had less damage then those next to the firewall.

Photas No. 20 thru 4{:

Is a series of photographs showing the interior damage of the vehicle. Included are
photos showing the apection of wiring in the dash. The wiring had received fiure
damage that cansed some evidence of melting, as ixiicated in photograph 33. However,
the conditions were related 1o elevated temperatures agsociated with the huming interior,
The copper wiring was melted, verses being severed by electrical arcing,

Photos No. 41 thau 57

Is & series of photographs showing wefded cable, at the rear of the epgine compaxtoient,
The welding occurred as a resublt of energized wiring coming in contact with the metal
surfaces of the firewnll. Arc severance occurred to cable at the battery, which would be
up stream from the slectrical arcing that occurred at the firewall, The arcing at the
battery occurred after the arcing nt the firewalt, indicaied in photo 48,
Photos No. 58 and 59;

Stiows the fuse block and part of the electrical wiring for the wehicle, inside the engine
compartment. The components had no evidence of electrical fadlure.

Photo No. 60:

Shows the dipstick for the engine. The volume of oil Exdicated it was full and the oil was
nat hlackened from lack of maintenance,

* ¥ ]















ERDS-225-Le-4887














































vaichs s soipded sl dmsctranteTingn.-
o fepin rl.l. ?J.-:-wh'l-l; E- -'-.:u?::l =~

IR o A —d =

s e . e .
Trus wwi-Fn ok ig b &  EFR HLEY ra;
artra by garckng fosled 308 seorfnkea;
g ch ey i isci e ko Gl v riegual - - = app-
I .-:!Iiﬂlmcﬂ ymar vy LEV aghkduly o -6 7
oo R =T







CATHCART & DOOLEY

A A . A La. -
Homeys At Law
2807 Classen Boulevard
Okiahoma City, Oklshoma 73106
Hnm . Tolaghess (gt Bti-1110
VIRCINLA CATEIART HOLLEMAN ' Famimis: (Vx] B34-4143
et ol '
April 7, 2004 o qgemn -
: EECLIYT. AR 15 e
Mr, Shawn Norion
Ford Motor Compeny

Claims Analyst/Litigation Asmtz.nt
Three Patklane Bouﬁvard., Suite 300
Dea:bum, Nﬁc’lngan 48126-2368

Our File Nm:nher' _ 'IMIHH!}

Dear Mr. Nottor:
Thank yeu for your correspondence of February 20, 2004 reguesting documcatation on the above-
teferenced caso. :

Aa]mur.-.msae,ﬁedahuufﬁuﬁreisrﬂaﬁiﬂymmtand,wmIdnn‘tha\renmchbywayuf
file material to provide to you.

Please accept the following an responaes 1o your requests:
1.

-

Amh}whmd’snmmmmam@mdmipﬁmofﬂwmmmﬁngﬂﬁu
that occnrred prior to and subsequent to the losa,

The fire occnrred on January 12, 2004. That had diiven just

' short diatance to Yetnrn a weed eater and eames b me. lunch at her

home and alse watched 2 mgvie in her bedroom. A Hitle after 5:00 p.m.

responded to someone ponnding on her door to find that » neighboer was telling
her that her &ruck was on fire in the driveway. grabbed her purse and
rau out the door without any cost or shoes. 911 had been called by the
neighhor. The fire department arrived snd had extinguished the fire which had
already spresd to the home,

i

b

A copy of the police and/or fire report. \Q.J'ufk

Please ' i ': "" % 5(
sce atiached fire report. (Exhibit 1)

w::qlnrphuwnﬂhsvﬂuda dmageandlhenlhgqidefech

wﬁ** ‘}ufﬂ( @
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10.

11,

12.

13,

14.

See enclosed 12 mhrplmtop!phlfnrynnrm of the alleged defactive part, vehicle
and damages. (Exhibit 7)

glg?ml color photographs of the inside of the vebicle showing the steering wheel, dash and
arcas,

See response to No. 3.

Original color photographs of the accident/fire scene from several different mgles.
See response to No. 3.

Attach & copry of your expest’s report and the expert’s original photographs,

Will not be provided st thiz time.

Attach the repair mhmnta,rq:mrnrdnr O your totat lumwnrkshutﬁ)rmevduc]e’sﬂmage
and any kosses nasotiated with this incident; and copies ¢ drs Cat

Damape documenis unavailable at this time. Wﬂlbemvlded:tnlnﬁrdnte. Total
paid to date 1s In excess of 545,000.00.

g&hﬂwmpletemuehmmry for the subject vehicle, including any tune-ups or oil
s

Sce attached 5 service hiatory documents (Exhibit 4). The batiery was also changed by
Walmart in Oklahoma City ot Nevember 29, 2803. No receipt available.

What was the city and state of occurrence?

Oklahoma Chiy, Okishoma

The 17 digit vehicle identification number.

teTER s

What was the mileage st time of occurrence?

Approximately 59,000 miles. (The exact mileage on July 24, 2003, was 58,413}
What is the alleged defect?

Electrical fallure at the relxy/fuse box (ignition module).
Hasthnalle@ddd’ecﬁwpmhe;_:rqair-_;o:r;lmd?

No,

What iy the current location of the vehicle?
S i o

your sxpert/
consaltant to indpect the velilcle. The jguition module (relay/face box) ls available for
lnzpection 2t Dallas & Assoclstes ts OXlskoma Clty. Agsin, contact must be made




throngh my office so that arrasgements can be made for your expert/consultant to

examiine this evidence.
. 15.  List all after market additions or modifications that were made to the vehicle.
8. Diesel tank.
b. A tool box,
c. Tallgute cover
d. Mat in the hacle
e Headarhe racl.
f. Rails.
£ Floor maty.
h. Traller hhich.

These were lnstalted witiin  few days after the purckase of the truck. A traifer brake
Wil :llnlnsh.llar.llnﬂu truck bat the exact date 15 snkmown,

———E e = T ——

P —

16,  'Wes the engine maning?
No.

17.  Ware the keys in the ignition?
No.
18,  Was this vehicle purchased new or wsad?

New.

H purchased used, peovide the date of purchase, mileags at the time of purchase, and from
. whom the vehicle was purchased.

Not applicable.
Yours very truly,

m?ﬁwd

RS:;jm
Enclosure
xc:  Mary Thompson

ERDS-00S-| C-480s




PHOTOGRAPHS
DATE OF LOSS _1/12/04

PICTURE NO:




CLIENT_Fanmers Insurance Companv DATEOFLOSS __1/12Ad

CASE sTYLE-_g._Em
PICTURE NO:
k2 -

DATE TAKEN;
—1115/04

TAKEN BY:

BreptDailas,
_Dallas & Associgtes
DESCRIPTION:

11
|

PICTURE NO:
Ri-12

DATE TAKEN:
1/15/04

TAKEN BY:

BrentDalles,
& Associ

DESCRIPTION:




FHOTOGRAFPHS

DATE CFLOSS __ 1/12/04
C&D FILE NUMBER _740,04119

PICTURE NO:.
ARG

DATE TAKEN:
1/15/04

TAKEN BY:

DESCRIPTION:

PICTURE NO;
-

DATE TAKEN:
- 145/04

TAKEN BY:
BregiDallas,
Dellas & Associgtes
DESCRIPTION:




PICTURE NO:
gZ2-1%

DATE TAKEN:
1/15/04

TAKEN BY:

DESCRIPTION:

DESCRIPTION:




FHOTOGRAFHS
DATE OF LOSS __1/12/04
C&D FILE NUMBER _ 740,04119

PICTURE NO:
¥2-ac

DATE TAKEN:
L1304

TAKEN BY:
BreptDegllgs, =
_Dallas & Assoclares

DESCRIFTION:




PICTURE NO:
- 24

DATE TAKEN:
__1/15/04

TAKEN BY:

DBreptDallas,
Dallas & Associates
DESCRIFTION: |




City: AGHN  Term: LAHI User: DIGGESJ 12-Feb-04 04:01 FM Page 1

Inquiry for Incidenc Nc 04-~-001760 EBExposure No 0G0
Incldent Type: 11 SBTRUCTURE FIRE 14 Cateqory: FIRE

I o Pt ien
Houge: T., OK

AptRm: Zip: * Cenaus: 105906 Map: 4144 RD: 96
Parcel: - BrC: SHAWNEE Mutual Aid: N

Occ/DBR: Rel:
Firat Code :
Person Phone: Mream

City: gt: O Zip:

Second Coda: Name :
Paraon Phons: - - x: Addreas;

Citys 8t: Zip: -
Incident Date: 011204 MONDAY Time: 171230 Add:

Alarm: 7 TELEPFHDME TIE-L Aarm Company:*

station: 24-6 Shift: A Diapatched as: 5 HOUSE FIRE
Condition on Arzrival: CAR FIRE THAT HAD EXTENDED YNTO ATTIC OF 1 STAGRY
Tncident Reporting

Creatad By: MW0486 WCODARD MARC I Rank: DBC Date: 011204
pdated By:r MWO486 WOODARD MARC L Rank: DC Date: (411204
Verified By:.-MW0434 WOODARD MARC L Rank: DC Date: 011204
Locked: ¥ FIRS Required: Y FIRS Status: Date;
Local Data Fieldas
050 Complete on Al)l Incidents:
053 Lina F:
054 Type of Action Taken: 12 VENTILATION, EXTINGUISH, SALVAGE, O
055 Furber of Alarmgz: 01
05k Mutual Aid: N
o5B Line G:
055 General Froperty Use: 41 1 OR 2 FAMILY RESIDENTIAL USE
0E0 Speclflc Froperty Use: 411 ONE FRMILY DWELLING; YEAE ROUND
faz Line H:
64| Number of Injuriea/Illnessesn:
{85 Fira Service Parscnnal: ¥
066 Other Brergency Fersonnel: a
067 Civiliznm: a
068 Humber of Patalities:
069 Fire Service Personnsl: 0
0740 Other Emergency Peraonnel : i
371 , Clvilians: 0
073 Line I:
074| HNe., Pire Peraonne]l Responded: 26
175 Ha. Engines Responded: 4
076 |¥o. Aerial Apparatus Eesponded: 1
77 No. Other Vehlclas Responded: 3
L) Complete for All Firea:
81 Line J:
82| Condition COf Fira con Arrival: 3 FIRE WITH SMOKE SHOWING ONLY
083 |Tima From Alarm To Agent Appl.: 3 2 TO 5 MINUTES
084 Area of Flre oOrigin: &7 OARAGE, CARPORT . VEHICLE STORAGE A
183 Line K:
089} Equipment Involved in Ignition: 01 ROAD TRAMNEFORT VEHICLE
090 YEAR : 55
021 MREE : FORD
092 MODEL : F150
033 BERIAL NUMBER: 1FTEX1SH2G
095 Lina L:




City: AGN Termw: LAHI User: DIGGET

09%¢
Qa7
0oe
140
141
102
10%
106
1q7
108
109
119
111
114
115
11&
117
120
121
123
125
128
127
128
130
131

12-Feb-04

04:01 PM Pags 2

Inquiry for Incident WNo 04-001760 Exposure Mo 000

Form of Heat of Ignition:
Material Firat Ignited - Form:
Material Firsc Ignited - Type:

Lina M:

Ignition Facter:

Mzthod of Extinguishment:

Ein= ¥:

Total Dollar Logs:

Property Damage Clesgification:
HNumber of Bulldlihgs Deamaged:
Total Value of Properiy:
Broperty Value Clasgificacion:
Termination Btage:

Line ©O:

Congtruction Type:

Humbear of Storiea:

Level of origin:

Line P;:

Structure Btatup:

No. Occupants at Time of Inc.:
Lina Q:

Materlal Gen. Most Flame- Use:
Material ©en. Mopt Flame- Types:
Pactor Cont. ¢o Flame Travel:
Lina R:

Material Gen. Mosal Smoke- Form:

132{Material Gen. Moat Smoka- Typa:
133 Avenue of Smoke Travel:
135 Line 5:
138 Detecktoxr Type:
137 Detector Eower Supply:
138 Line T:
139 Detector Perforxrmance:
140 Reason for Detector Failure:
143 Line 1.
id4 Sprinkler System Performance:
145]| No. Of 8prinkler Heads Opened:
14| Reason for Sprinkler Failure:
148 Line V:
149 Extent of Flame Damage:
150 Extent of Smoke Damage:
151 Extent of BExt. Agent Damage:
155 Line W:
156 Moblle Property Type:
Author: CAD
Reporting Party:
Addreas:
Phone :

34
00
co

&0
6

1gQo0
10
ool

go0on
15
2

3
1
11

- - mir ®om

mun

NARRATIVE
IC data from CAD

IFHNSPECTFIED SHORT CIRECUIT ARC
NCGT REPORTED / UNDETERMINED
INDETERMINED OR NOT REFPCRTEDL

MECHANICAL FAILURE,MALFUNC, INS
WATER FROM HYDRANT, DRAFT OR 3TA

16,800 TO 19,999 DOLLARS

80,000 TO 59,999 DOLLARS
FIRE TERMINATED IN OR AFTER FIAM

TYPE III (ORDINARY)
1 STORY
GRADE LEVEL

IN USE WITH FURNISEIMNGS IN PLACE
UNLEE 10 PEOPLE

EXTERIOR TRIM APPURTENANCES
EAWN WOOD
EXTERIOR SPREAD.

EXTERIOE THIM APPURTEMANCEE
BAWN WOOD
CRENING IN CONSTRUCTICN

NO DETECTOR PRESENT
NO DETECTOR PRESIENT

NO DEIECTORS PRESENT
NC DETECTOR FAILURE

MO BOQUIPMENT PEESENT IN RODOM QF
NC SFRINKLER SYSTEM FAILIIRE
CONFINED T STORY OF ORIGIN

CONFINED TO STORY COF ORTGIN
CONFINED TQ STORY CF ORIGIN

on 01712704 ac 1952

E24 LAYING LINE FROM HNW. 20 AND SHAWNEE [17:16:50-FDDM7496]
20TH STEEET COMMAND [17:18:32-FDDM7495]
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SEARCH CLEAR [17:19:19-FDDM749%6]
ASSIMING COMMAND (Unit:C8) [17:24:40-FDDM74355]

ElD

RIT [17:25:38-FDDM7436]

C4 SAFETY OFFICER [17:35:;38-FDOM7496]
FIRE OUT/SALVAGE AND OVERHAUL [17:28:1%9-FDDM7496]



Cicy: AGH Term: LAHT Tlaer: DIGGSJ 12-Feb-04 04:01 PM Page 3

Ingquiry [or Incident Ho 04-001780 Exposure No 094
15 MINUTE UPDATE {17:313:318-FDDW9595]
OGE CAME TG SCENE [18:35:01-FDRG5313)
TERMINATING COMMAND [18:35:01-PFDRE5313]
INCI: #04001780 F-0OK OFF [17:15:55-FDDW95595]
Activity type changed from G4 Ee & [17:27:08-FODNSS59E]
previous addreas of [ IIEGEGgGgNgN o [17:295:00-FODM7456]
Author: MNOCDARD IR TNCIDENT REMARK on G1/1Z/04 at 2102
Thia cail was origilnally dispatched as a car fire, E24 arrived on acene and
regueated a fire alarwm. B24 evacuated 1 oceupant from the home and started
fire attack, Eld4d was bfu line. (C§f arrived and assumed cotnmand. REL14 was
veptilation, E10-RIT, E17 was salwvage, {4 wag safsty officer, O0GEE was in
the area and shut off meter, C4 DAA ahut off gaa. The fire appeared to starc
in engine compartment of a 95 Ford truck, under the carport, that waa
attached to the home. Fire apread into the attic area owver garage. RL14 hagd
cut a2 hole in the roof. Flre did net extend into living area. 400 sgeries
waa nct reguested. A-1 requested code 1. Insurance on home 1s Farmers and
on tzuck is State Farm. Thisa was a 2 door, blue, 1995, Ford F150, VIN#
1PTEX15H25 Tag exp 5-04,
Gtructura valus 560,000,900 Btructure losa £9500.00
Content value $240,000.00 Content logs 8 -a-
Vehicle value 5 8,5090.0D Vehicle 1lomss $8500.00
Rl14 coered the heles in the roof end will go kack in 1 hour to get salage
coverd and floor runner and bte check attic area. Released property back to
ptuﬂhrty QWIET,

EROS-808-L.C-4914




CATHCART & DOOLEY

A ional ) ion _ﬂEEI:..-}..-. - . _3 jum
At Law -

2807 Classen Boulevard
ﬂidahuma.(}it_y, Oklahoma Tillﬂﬁ;j_.-__: -

Dearbom, Michigan 48126
Re:  Insured:
Clains W uxnbwer:

Date of Loss: “1/1204
Qur File Number: _ T04.04119

Dunr_Si.rs:

T]iiuisipadvisa that my office has been retained by Farmess Inmurance Company, Ine., to obtein
e mbirrament mnmpmdasﬁmmultnfapmmluuﬂmmmlmmll,m

The property ich will excoed $40,000, was the result of a fire caused by 2 Ford F-150,
VIN IFTEX15 Please turn this in to your clxims department. )

On this date we contacted your offices to obtain your mumber and fax number for the
Conmener Affairs Division. However, your offics to give us either of thess numbers.

The vehicle is available for inspection in Cklahoma City, Oklahoma. Inwnit}-nru: .
Youra very truly, - _ I FORD nscmEﬂ _
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