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TO Plymowh Rock Assurnnne Corpocation
PO, Bex 9112
Ezaax Station
Bostom, MA 02112

ATTENTION Dersk Byroa
DATE Decsmbaer 4, 2002

VEHICLE ANALYSIS — SDL¥ M26036.1

FLES 430281153
Teos I
VEHCLE
. viN 2rrzxiswewcE
ODDMETER  Unknoon — bumed N
DATEGP LOBE Omr A T " o

Background
Thllﬂﬂ?ﬂdﬂ!ﬂmwnhd-lmdhﬁf-ﬁrmi_qd

pecformed, and the track was rumning fina prior o the foss,
Objective

Exmmina tha Ford F150 und Jeterayina vha origin smd conas nf the firs. Datermins tha
mecheniesl mid cosmetic condition of the vehicls ot the rione of tho Lo,

DATE INBPECTED Octobar 30, 2002
LOGATION Copmt, Bellingfam MA,
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DETAILED FINDINGS
Vehicle Equipment

1958

Ford

Fi150

J-door entendad cab

4.6 iy, fun] myecked VI cngine, moonted inline

Aninwatiy trenmnission with 4-whasl drive

Alr condiitioning, onsite control, altoy wheclh, power windows, power locks,
POt mirrors, tHoreo camstic radio, froot and rear bench ssats, ik siowing
colmion, dual air bags

Electrrnls secairity dysbion

E §Eiaisz

Coametic Condition Prior to Loaa

The Ford F130 has body-os-frape capnruction. Thars was 30 widanon of pubstarstial
peior colllsion repairs 10 the frame or body paasls, The Ford appesred to hava the
original factory painted fimish. It was in good coomstde condition prior $o the Joss.

._. .- Burn Pattern Analysls - -———————-——~ - . e e

The Ford was Purmad fhroughout the passenger cocopwrtssnt sud & portion of the
engine compariownt. The fire did st progress & tha cargo bed or W any other
oopmprewats it the rear of the vehicle. The sxtecior bean patierss cossis of

1o the roof and e rood’ pillars sud to thn hood passl. The conter of the alwnizoes
haod hed malted throwglt. Thae was so bumning 10 the frout hamper, lights, grile, o
the front of the hood. There was no scorching 0 the wheels, e, of oy of the lower
bady panols. Tho satorior burn puitenss show the fies originsbed in the cab or dhe resr
of the engine comparttieat. ‘The doors appesred ko berve beco closed st the

of the fins. Some of the paint on the laner doovfami stes sdjecest to the lefk slde door
was soorched, and the rocksr sill rim was charred Howewwr, tha

ansg the paint on the westhar-strlp flangs along the hack sdge of the door were not
in the carly shages of the fire in sn =empt (o sxtingsith the fire.

Within ¢he passtager comparimmnt, most of the svalisble combusribhle
mutsrials wors comsuwwd. The fiw bad folly cagelfed S imterior of the cab. The
Ford has & sphit fromt beach sest aad 2 resr fobiing bonck sest. Momt of the sost
enshixeting, vpholstery, door tring, seid interior irim were comnenad by the fire Soms

mgﬁm@ym@m“hmwm
n muin] sext Fumes resvoiewi]l The ixnee strociores of the door and esh wers
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metal frmmework. Most oof the plestion sl other combustible maserials in the center
sad right side of the dash were copsumad. A loege quentity of chamred plastio st
remained oo the left vide of the dask. The steering cofomn shrosds and other plastic
compossnts of the colyms wary consemned, bot the alley colama strocthere emaied
intaet The starter swilch oo the wndirnesth of Ge eclumn wes chored but the
damage occurred during & later stage. The wiring exieuding fnoeny the switch snd
other wirisy withio the laft sids of the dash shovad only minor cheriog of i istion,

The radio, climeis control passt, md other switch pasels in the cowter of the
dazh wyew sxteonsivaly bureed, The componeats bad fallea dewnwaed frown the oeier
of the dash Wire harmesses within the conter snd right side of the dash shownd
consumption of wite Insclation and scorcking of wine strods, Theee s cxionsive
rcorching to the pessangwr-side atr bug moduls, the op of the firwwnll, and the right
side of tha dash crossmamber. The remaing of the giovebox had falten dows froen thea
right side of tha dash Soane charred plastic and papsrs still rasnained. - Tha sxtent of
destructinn within fhe passenger comperbaent was groatent within the right side of

and right joner fendors aad aloag the radistor support worw oherred or partiafly

mohiod by radisnt and comvection hest only.- Some plastios on top of the V8 aagine--

wire contummd and wires wern soorched. The cogins kas plectvenle fonl injection.
Thi fsdl Inlet and retvom Hae conmiciioas oo the right rest of the englse payadned

intact md wane only siigintly dampad tw the fire.

Tha upper right sids of tha Snewall st tha cowt wars schansivaly sconcled
saar the right res of the sgias cossperiisat Tha shout mal waa hast-discolornd
By coutrast, padut still rexnadvesd ow the left side of e firwwall, mad the luft gidy of the
plastic cowl was Intast. Wiring harssssas and a solanald loosied sdjscent i the rigit
side of the firewall thonmd extrngive seoeching and scomplets consumpling of wirs
msthitin. Tho wires were brsitle and someo wore lrokot. The duxnage to the wirss
could aot be distingoished batween the canes sad affvcty of the fira. Thone was 2o
cvidance of a direct ground sbort. The battery Located on tha right inoer fender pasel
showed slight chirring acd meiting of the plastic case ouly. The bwn patisens show
she: fiye {n the sngine comparimiant progressed from the right side of the firswalf ares.

Fire Origin and Cause

b

mmmnwmmhnﬁuamnfhmmm
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—

obourving the dash on fire within the cab of the truck. There wero soveral extonslvely
bumed alectrical wirs baropeges in the ceantar spd right aids of tha dash and oear the

right 3ide of the firmwall

The Ford tnxk was reportedly parked and shut ofF whea tha fire sfarted
Several electrionl circuits remnain energized cven whea the vehicls in parked with the
igmition off. A malfenction in an ensegized wire or other slectricsl compenent could
chuts overhbesting and ipnitisn of sumounding combastibla maierials. Tha doors and
winderwn were closed at ihe inception of the fire. A ftre ignited by indindiary msans
woult st fiw oypin with the doors axd windows closed. An chectrical
malfurction could provide x persistent heat source capablie of sustsining combustion.
It wppears the fire initially vansed upward through the rigit side of the cowl, It is
avident that when the innared opened the door, the fire then quickly cogulfed the cak

. due o the Increased oxygon. Thete was o romaining evidence o khew that the fire

way Incenctinry in mature. The fire appeared secidental and refated to an slectrical
malfimction.

dmualmﬂunli'ﬂrhlhrm

Meachanical Condition

The 4. & liter VI engine could not be mn due to the extent of fire damage. The engine
rotatet by hend and wes nor swized The motor ofl registered within the correct
oparsling rapgs on the dipstick snd was not emulsifled with engine coolemt. Wa
remoned the oil filer from the gngine snd gxpmcicd the clement for anatysis. The ojl

“filter alemant contalned no memilic particles. There was oo evidence of failere or

txtoxsive wear = the sogine. The aotomnatic trenemiasion thid regittared on the
dipstick, was ogt discolored, and did not heve a bomed ador. There wit ao indication
of wear or fallure in the transmisslon. The remeiking drivetein comipottntt wern

imtant There was e indiestion of & mechanical Sefickncy pxisting by the driveteain.

Roberi . Peoliog
Fire Investigeior
jma
. BOLS MMM 4 — B4R
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Barer, BRAVERMAN & Barsanoro, B.C.

ATTORMNEYE AND CIATNENLLORE AT LAV
A WRAINTREE HILL PARE

PORAT BLLY BRAY ERLLAN ERATHNTRER. M aA%ACTH N TS ONIM-ET THL) S45-0010
AL 3. BLARRATAYEN —_

GENE J. GLIMONTY : THLEBCOFIER
CTED AR )

ML BT, B MUBTHT
BRENIAN T HALTIGAMN INTERNET ADDHEARA
HFRAN M. MOLINARL H B -LATY. DO
UHHRIETOCHER J. SULLIVAN

Lifla BONI

WILLIAM H. GORLIDEN
WILLLaM B\ "W EERNEE, I

June 2, 2004

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL
HETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
AND REGULAR U.S. MAIL

Ford Motor Company
c/o CT Cozporation
101 Federal Street
Boston, MA 02110

Re:  Craig Cooper — 1998 Ford F150
VIN: 2FIZXISWo R

T Whom it May Concem:

Please be advised that this law firm of Quincy,
Massachusetia in tepgard to ) that he sustained o his 1958 Ford F150 iruck on
Oetcher 24, 2002, hZWﬂ%ﬂwFlﬂﬂﬁ‘m&nﬂFﬂdem
Massachusetfs for approximately $26,000.00. He applied for and ohtamed financing

from the Ford Motor Credit Company. ISR ™ade il m a timely
fashion through the date of logs. The truck functioned well in the

approximately two years that he owsed it, requiring only Touting
maintenance,

On October 24, 2002, at 12;15 a.m. returned to his home on West
Street in Quincy and parked hi in the driveway in front of his house. At
spproximately 2:45 am. mother was awalkened by the sound of the Ford's

hom. The scund was persistent as if someone was leaning an the hom.
i whan he locked out the window he saw smoke
tmuck. went outside to the truck and saw flamca visible in the cab. When he

EADS-285-LC-4154




" Ford Motor Company

June 2, 2004

Page 2

opencd the driver’s doox, the flames grew and he noted ing from the
center of the dashboard. The fire spread qoickdy daspite to put it

out using two fire extinguishers. The fire department arrived shortly thereafter and
controlled the fire.

There had been o work performed ont the vehicle i the months before the loss
and the truck appeared to bs ranaing five, The truck had been parked in the driveway for
mmethantwnhunrshﬂﬁam_muﬂnrhmdthuhummdtheydismvmedﬂm
fire.

Shortly after the inci a claim with his insurance company,
which pad $15,870.00 for the {otal loss sciflament of the vehiele. That arsount was paid
directly to the Ford Motor Credit srds his loan. Howeyer there remained &
31,060.20 balance on the loan that satizficd in December of 2082, In
addition to the loss of his F150, JJfsustained the Ioss of miscellanecus personal
property and other out of pocket expenses dua to the fire in the inck.  An slecirician by

had bie tool box and portable boost bex in the cab of the fruck,
containing approximately $5,000.00 of electrical tools and aquipment, including, but not
limited to, vatioua sccewdrivers, cudiers, keyhole sawa, hammers, kirives, awla, tool
pusiches, drivers, picks, probes, sockets, pliers and detocions.
Additional isacd two days of work as he spent October 24, 2002 at the
hospital and visited a puimonary specialist on the next day due to the inhalation of
chemica] fumes, Fortunately there sppear to he no lasting affects evident from the
mhelation. The pulmaonary epecialist indicated that it is imporsible to Inow whether
there would be an adverse impact on his future bealth. Furthermore,
expanses to reat a car during the period that he was without use of a vehicle. The blue
book value of the Ford F150 of a truck with the milsage and condition o
was approximately $18,250.00 at the time of the loss.

The fire investigator asgigned to the case, S Denniz Lyons, investigated the cause
and origmn of the fire snd determined the fire appeared accidental and related to an
slectrical malfonction. However, the sctual cause of the fire could not be fixmly
eatablizhed becausze of the degres of damage to the slectrical system of the trock, The
National Highway Transportation Safety Adminisivation repocts that there have been
several incidents involving apontaneous combustion in the 1998 Ford F150, specifically
relating o the wiring and the front undeyhood. This ia precisely where the five began in

ok,

As are & direct connequance of 8 design defect in the 1998
Ford F150, is fequeating that Ford compensate him for his lost parsonal
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property and other out of pocket expenses that he incurred as a result of the fire. His
demand of $7,750.20 is based on the following assessments:

a) Money paid out of pocket on the halance of the loan to tha
Ford Motor Credit Company ($1,060.20);
b)  Lost value of his truck ($1,000.00);
¢}  Replacement antomobile rental ($240.00);
“d}  Value of lost personal property ($5,000.00); and
¢}  Work missed ($450.00)

Total $2, 75020
Please potify me within thirty (30) days whether or not Ford intenda to
contpensate for hia losses. We are hopeful that we can reach a fair resolution
to this matter without having to institute lifigation. Thank you very much
Sincerely,

-

Michael P. Murphy
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IN RE: mmmﬁ
Hé&A Fiip No.

o

PREDICATION:

Thia report is predicated upon the raquest of Me. Carolyn Whits, Allstate Senior
Claima Reprogantative, to conduct an investigation into Steven Dodge, with special
refevanca to the firs lom of & 1997 Ford, Expadition,

INSPECTION:

On May 17, 2004 at 12:00 p.m., thes Investigator arrived st 5019 Stroups Hickox Road
in Wewt Farmington, Chic, to conduct an inverigation into the fire lom of o 1997
Ford, Expedition. '

Once &t the scene, a clozs inspection provided the following infomaticn:
SEE ENCLOSED INVESTIGATION REPORT
Pricy to loaving the soeme, soverel oglor photograpin vwore teken and are enclosed.

ORIGIN AND CAUSE INVESTIGATION:

On May 17. 2004 at 12:00 p.ny.. this Investiguior arrived 2 NN
in Weut Farmington, Ohrio, to conduct ma origin and cavse inveatigation into the fire

loss of a 1997 groen in color, Vehicle Identification Mumber
\FMPUISL]

Upcn amiving at the residence, the vehicle is locxied in the drivewsy mdjacent the
rexiclence, and is identifed by ity Vehicle Identificalion Nimber located on the foderal
manufaoturat s label on the drlver's door.

Initia] obsarvationa reveal evidence of a fire to have originated within the engine
compartment, that extended to the nwlting and cracking of the windshield, both
drivars side door windows and the right fromt door winkdow, The fire Murther extandexd
to blistering of the painted mufaces of the fimnt olip and roof. Further, the alomimum
hood hag been consumod during the course of the fire.
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The examinatiem of the fhel tank, fitl mbe and fus] cap reveals all are intact, snd there ia no
evidetca of ary fual laakage. The axamdnation of th undarside reveals it is firea of any fire

arigin.

At this the, the examination iy focused 1o the renr cargo anea, where high burning |s presomt
throughowl, Contimuing forwand, the roar pawenger compartment alzo roveals igh buming
present, whare the fire penetrated the swindshield, emering the passenger compartvwnt léssening
in degree. The examinetion of the fromt passenger compertntent further reveals high burning
preseat, seat cushion maierial still remaing, e floor arens are iract, and thers is no evidincs of
any low burming.

The exatninstion of the dashbomrd reveals sxposurs firs damage present to the top of same,

Tha exmmimstion of wiring traveling along the dashboard reveals charred wiring insulation
. prosendt, and & subsinntisl amount of the comnbenstible dashboard remaine, and there is no evidence
of any fire origin. After completing the irepectlon of the pasenger vompartment and rowr verge
area, no evidence of amy firo origin could be fuand,
At this time, the examtination is focused to the engine compartment, wheretipon sxamining sans,
oxterwive fire demage is present within the top of the engine, pointing toward the right
postonger’s side. The cxamination of the loft front tire reveals pertial consumption, defleting
pams. The sxamination of the right front tire reveals portinl conmumption as vrell, deflating sarnm,
The examrnation doen, however, reveal rome fberglnes hendlight houring remaining on the right
or passenger's tide, and lack of sans on the left or drivers side.

Tha sxamination of the froet section of the sagine compartment reveals cambustibles hoses
ropnining, wir sendjtioning condenmer snd radiator present on the ground, and there 1y no
evidence of amy fire origin.

mlmﬁnﬁmd'th!wiprmminﬂl-wwlmtl;l lvit or driver's side reveals fire daarmge
protaat, commbustibles do remain in this immadinte area, and thera i no svidince of any fire
.

The exmmination of the power distribution center st the itmer loft fander revealn slantioum and
ather cominmtibleu still srrounding seme, however, se you examine wiring traveling from uwme,
thars ia svidence of alactricel fankting prosent.

Eﬂﬂ-mc.u;.
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The examination of the left rear of the stgine compariment reveals the fual lings are intact, fiel
iina connectionhs and ratainer clips are intact, end there ia no avidatcs of any fire origin The
wxamination of the main wiring harnees which travils across tha bulkhesd on the left or drivee's
side doen revedl it i void of insulotion and is brittlo, falling apart to the touch.

The examination of the right or pamionger”s riils of the engite conpstiment, spacifically the
itmer right fender, réveals the battery in fire damiged, expoting the plates. The battery cables :
revaa) thay are vold of insulation, howaver, ag you trace same, soma imnlation does bacoene I
intact and there is no evidence of any electrical Failure that could be found and attributed to the
caude of the fire.

The exzmination of the top of the enginc revesla aluminum products melted, pointing toward the

right or passmger’s side a8 the aren of origin Thluunimﬁunoﬂhnaltmturlhthﬂ'm-m

present in high in nature. Funther, the intake manifold, which is of aluminum construction,
. reveals molting prosed, pointing 1oward the right or passenges’s sido as the nrea of origin.

Tiw cxeminst ivn of the solenokl in the right rear of the sngine compoariosnt rvveals cdetsive

fire damnge present.  The cable which travels fom the altermator as well as from the power

distribution center snd positive battery reveal they are void of insulation. Further, electrical

Retivity is noted in the cable traveling from the power distribution center closest the solenwoid

The huga &t the volenokl revenl melting prevent to the commectors. Furiher, the lug and cable

which traveled to the positive battery terminat rovealu slectrical netivity present with little oabie
. .

At this thoe, & sbsegquent check of the Muid levela ravaaled tha braka, povwiir stea-mg fuld and
coolant all dralned dinimg the courss of the fire. The transmisaion fluid level is fall and clean,
and tha ofl dipstick canot be ramoved unless cutting of the diputick tube cocurs.

At thin thoe, nfter cotnpleting the above inspection and examination, it is the opindon of this
Investigator that the fire was nccidental in naure. it is finther the opinion of this Investigator
that the fire originated within the angine compartment on the top, in the center to right or
passengse’s tide, where thers 1s evidence of alactrical activity in the immediate area of tha
solencid st the bulkhead, to inchude the coble taveling from the power distribution center to
wamw, sufficiesnt to ignite the wiring insnlation and inymadiate combustibles into open finme, with
the fire axtanding upwand and sutward from thet loestion, causing the demage prevent. The fire
in deatviad 1 ha an accidantsl fire, alactrical in axhira.
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NICEH VINASEIST:

A roview of the NICE Vinassist indieates that the 1997 Feed, Expadition, four doer, 4x 4, 1s
equipped with o 3.4 liter, V8 ongine, aud was nesembled in Wayne, Michigan.

ALL DATA SYSTEM:

A sprch of the All Diata System produced fiftesn recalls pertaining 1o 1997 Ford, Expeditions
squipped with 2.4 liter suginos. Upon review, none were found to partain to the fire in question.

A farther search was conduoted of the technical service bulletinm, prodocing mmerous balletioy
end upon review, none were foumd to pertein to the fire in question,

A search of the Nadonnal Highrway Traffie & Safety Administration, Recall Database, produced
s{x recalls, and upon review, none were found to pertain to the fire In question,

A further rearch of the Defsct nvestigations Databass produced five records and upon review,
none were found to portain te the fire in question.

INTERVILW (Susup Dodgs]:

On May 17, 2004 at 12:30 p.n., Investigator John Adans conductad an interview with Susan
Dodge. ona of the titlkeholders, namod insured snd last operator of the vehicle prior to the fire.
When (uestioned regerding any complaints or probleths with the vehiole priorto the fire, It wan
losmned thnt the driver's window woull go up and down by itself and the door lockn wonld lock
and mnlock by themeelves whn going over 2 bumpy rosd,

Tha fire occurred ot May 13, 2004 at 1:30 a m , with the wasthaer conditions listed as clawr. The
locationt of the fire wan listed nx 3015 Stroups Hickox Siveet in West Formington, Ohio. The
wind was blowing from front to resr, however, mostly from passenger’s side to driver's side.
Subseuently, Mre. Eodge contocted §11, and the Wt Farmington Fine Deportment respondsd
in approximately 20 to 23 minutes snd extingmished a fire imvolving the 1997 Ford, Expadition
squippad with a 5.4 Litar, V8 sngine.
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Tha vehicls was purchased vaed from Bob Farando Pord in Gerard, Pemmuylvania- A thirty
day/1,000 mile warranty vwas ispund.

Recent mervice work perfurmed to the vehjole Incladed uppor and lower bull joints, tie rods snd
braken, JCB Amtc in West Farmingion completed seld repains prior to the fire.

The last person to bave entered the engine compartment waa Mrs, Dodge, to change the oil. Oil
changes are secured on a regular basts, and no ol or ather fluids are ever added in between oil
changes.

Tho mileage at the time of the purchase wan approximately 60,000 mites and the miloage atthe
time of the fire loss was approximately 1 30,000 oiles. Sinos owmrihip, no reoall noticos,
campaigna or correspondence have beett received from the manufaciurer, No aftermarkst

acceseoriex have been added since ownership, and it has not been involved in an accident since
cvwnarship,

At the thme of thw fire, the vehicle hod been parked fxr wpproximalely seyan hous, aml upon
hearing noisss and looking ot the windov, smoke ond TIAmos Were chyeryed emenating owt
from thw center 1o réar through the Aluminum hood.  During the courss of the fire, all doogs and
windows were closed.

The firomen believod the probable couse wey elecirical, end the inmmed believes the same. A
handheld compter, o grading stick and other iberos vwars removed from the vehiole after the firs.

Herom not recovered due to the fire within the wehiole wera songlesves, 5 colluler telephons, mnd s
irverter for the computer.

As a reqult, no other vehicles or property ware demagad, howeir, M. Dodgs was concerned

abort the pond which i utllized for drinking water o3 ft iy hooked up to & Bltration systern s
upon axtinguishment, all of the combuntible flnids within the woter were running dowm into the

pond.
At this time, no further information conld be cbtained, and the intwrview was terminatad.

ERD-208~LC-4151
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W F. T OHIC F1

Corrosporxience has been forwarded to the Wesl Farmington, Dhio Fire Departrient, recesting 2

copy of their fire report pertaiming to the vehicle fire in question. Upon receipt, it will be
farvmrded to the Claims Represemative.

CONCLUSION:

Hoving complested an sxamination of the vehicle, revisvesd an iderview obinined fom the
inmred, conducted research perteining to the vehlcls in question, order the fire report, ol based
vpon all of the information knoven: st the time of the preparation of this report, it s the opinion of
Ihlhvuhgnwﬂutmﬁnwnmdmulmmm Itnﬂn‘lhurﬂﬁnpmmnfﬂm

. ﬂmemndingupwnrdmlomdﬁ'omthltluntmummihumm The &ro is
decdd 1o be an accidental Hire, clooirical n nature,

At this time, 8]l requests for services have been completed, vre are closing our file and
forwarding our report and photographs for your review.
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A close-ugt view of the Vehicle Ideatifleation Number located on the Federai
Manufacturers Label identifying the 1997 Ford, Expedition.




35,

36.

A cine-up view of the power distribution cemter cable traveling towand the solendid
where it is fused, brittle and broken approximately two inches from the g ai the
solenoid.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Adnu&upmwnfﬂmlugmdrmmuufﬂmmhlebmkmhmduemﬁm%ud
it being brittle olosest the solenodd




37 Aalou—upwewufﬂnhgmiremimnfmecnble which traveled from the
puﬂwhﬂrymﬂmmacﬁmdumﬁeﬂdmmnfﬁmmgpumt




EASS-228-L C-4188




- . :—-fF 1.-"- i = s k- =

41. Ancther oversll viow of the cast aluminum companents on top of ths engine
indicating malting present an the right or passenger's side pointing toward the right
or persenger's side ag the ares of origin.
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1. An overall view of the solennid in the right rear of the engine compartment and
cables and connactions traveling to same.
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7. An overall view of the sight fromd.
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3. An overall view of the drivers gide.
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5. A close-np view of the fuel cap intart.
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FILE-FIRE

19, Intideml AJdresd (Jireat I ame, RO Mo, ARLNS)

WAYLAND HEW YONX

21. Lacntlon Cade (TELED) 13, Now of Vieldomy | 24, Na. of Seapeecty L T P ———
WAYLAND TOWN S1TT 0 o YES

Locwlan Typs
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T1- ¥elltla Malid
NARRATIVE
[ Offcer Nawe & Rank .
1IN0 [iiaane MORSHEIMER, MATTHEW (TPR)
Rarrative

E - MEMBER RESPONDED TO 11870 SECOND AVE EXT TN THE TOWN OF WAYLAND AND ASSISTED WAYLAND
WITH A VEHICLE FIRE,

INTERVIEWEDE wHO STATED THAT HE JUST P HIS 1999 FORD F-150 PICKUP
7333218 NEXT TO HIS HOME, WHEN AFFROX $ MINUTES LATER HE SAW E AND FIRE COMING FROM

EN COUNTY FIRE INY MIKE GILLMAN RESPONDED AND STATED HE BELEAVE TO FIRE STARTED BY A
LL GAS LEAK NEAR THE TOF OF THE ENGINE AND THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF CRIMINAL ACTIYITY,

EWMBER ASSISTED AT THE SCENE BY INV RODBOURN AND TPR SICK RECEIVED
1 : DEC 1 3 2004
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PETER VALLAS ASSOCIATES, INC.
A Profassional Corporation

Duts of Report: Decamber 30, 2004 No. of Pagea: 13
) No. of Pages Faxad, 4
[T A —

To: Mr. James Egloff

Ernis Insuranca Company

P.0. Box 11308

Syracuse, NY 13218
Fox: 316-455-5762 E-malt |ames saloffierieinsurance.com

PVA # 043640 CiF #: 010930087744

Ha:

: REcgy, .
poncy N g,

Date of Loss: November 24, 2004

INVESTIGATIVE AUTO FIRE REPORT
In accordance with your request, this onganization conductsd an inspaction of
the insured’s vehicle in reference to tha arfgn and causa of the fire. The
assignment also includes the issuance of a written report basad on owr
Aanalysis.

An inspeclion was conducted on Ti . Prosent at the
tima of my inspection was the insunad,
DESCRIFTION OF THE VEHICLE
The subjecl vehicle is a 1999 Ford F160 Su pr green.  The
vehicle identification number Is 2FTRX1 and dale of
manufacture |a November 1998.

RECEVED

JAN 0 € zodh

Thit bunlewvrs b Gcunsad by the New Tork Depariml of Stats, Division of Licensing Barvices
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Insured:

INSPECTION AND OBSERVATIONS

The subject vehicke was parked in the driveway on the south end of e moblle horme. The i damape
ofiginatea in the engine compartmanl and axternxds horizontally and vertically into the passenaer
comparimant through ihe windshisld. The firs petems ot the engine compartment axtend out of the
whaal wella and Invalve the fires. Tha fira then axtands verlically ftowards the windshiak] and across both
the driver and passengaer doors. The window glass was compleialy consumad in the fire. Then is haavy
fira damage to the combustible componans of the passenger compartment. However, it was notad that
the dashboard is atill partially intact and tha ignition ka in the locked position on the stearing column.

The engine compartment hood was completely conmimed i the fire (Rumirmam). The front bumpar gril
and radiator wese alse consumed in the fire. The engine compariment has a 302 cubic-inch V8 engine
with autoamatic ransmission. The battery is locatad In the dgltt front cornar.  The wirng shows sxtensive
heat and flame Impingement damage only. Inspection of tha transmission cooling Ines revesled that
they terminated at the left side of the radistor location. The brake masker cylindar and brake fluld
MServoR werd consumed in e fire.

Tha engine suateinad heavy fire damags to the top aluminum maniiold and aar intake. The two fual lines
entonsd from the lalt rear up to the fual rails. Tha fus! rad and injaciors on tha keft alde of the engine wana
eflll intact K is notad that the fus rail on the right side wae lying on top of tha ramame of the melted
gluminum and twe of the injectors at the front were mizsing.

DTHER ANT |

Intarviews with the insured I 560 that ne purchaszed the vahlcie used at approximately
36,000 miles &t that time. He stated that tha vehide had approcdmately 48 000 miles an [t when the fire
accurred. On tha date of loss, ha had fillad tha gas tank at around 900 a.m. and drova io his garage
and parked it uniil approximately five minutas of 11 when ha diova from the garage around tha comer o
his hame whem ha parked It In the drivesay. He weartt in the housa and appraxkmataly fvm mwies leiar
Iooked out and saw smoke and than fire coming from the right front of the vehicia.

| askad the Insured if he had bean notified of any recalis on the vehicle and he stated no and that he had
had no problams with the yehicle other than replecing the front aprings.

Irdermet research on the 1888 Ford F150 revealed that a National Higlray Traflic Safely Adminiaimation
campalgn nunbear 98194000 wawt issued on August 14, 1898. The summary of the recal is Tight duty
plckup trucks. The fusl preasure regulator O-ring may havs besn damaged when the fusl pressure
raguintor vwas instaled In the angine fuel rall. If the O-ing Is damaged, fusl vapors or lasakage could
ocewr.” I an-ignition source is presant, a fire coukd result”

CONCAUSON

Based on the on scane nspection, interviows and analysls to date, it is the opinjon of thiz arganization
that the fire originates in the engina compartmant. The poini of onigin in at the fusl mll andéior fusl
prassure regulstor. The causa |e the ignition of leaking fuel vapors.

H%

vy inainetry Kmes 197# i
mmﬂmﬂmwu :rﬂmm wmm
www_ PETERVALLAS com TE?W

Thiz buslnexy 5 Hoswtad by fhe New Yiork Deparimmnt of Siate, Division of Licesrsing Servions

EADS-203-L0-4192
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it is recommended that Ford Motor Company ba put on naolica in referance to potential involvement of the
recall in the cauae of this Are,

MENTS AND ENDATION

Wa recommend that tha vahicle be retained, secured and protected regarding any further testing
or inspacticn by othar Interested parties or speclalized engineers associated with our fim, when
neadad Wa also reserve the right to be presant and observe any and all inapections or testing of
the vehicle by any othar concemed parties.

PETER VALLAS ASSOCIATES, Inc, raasrvas the right to armend andior supplement this report in the
event additional information, documentstion or evidenca becomes available.

Wa want to thank you for the opportunity ko have been of service I you. ¥ sny axkiifonal information s
required or follow-up is 1o be conducted, please contact us.

Respectiully subsmittad,
PETER VALLAS ASSOCIATES, INC.

David R. Redalckar
Corporate Director of Imastigations
RECE, ..
JAN 0 & Zui
she induziry Siwce T3
Foranafc Fire and Erpfoslen Anstysls * investigative Enginawing * Praded Lahorslory Anslysis
Proparty and Evidence Warehoosing
www PETERVALL A com

This business (s Fosnead by the Maw York Dapartreent of Stebe, Division of Licensing Bervices

ERG3-825-LC-4193
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File No. 043644
- —
PHO IC INDEX

Cwerall view of tha vehicla from the rigit side.

Overall view of the rear of the vehida,

Ovarall view of the left slde of the vehicle.

View of tha manufactures’s identification labet.

Ovarall view imto the passenger compartment from the driver side.

Orvarall viaw into the passenger compartmeant from the right sida.

View of the steering oolurnn.  Arrow Indicates tha location of the ignitian Jock, which is in the
locked-

Cwarall view of the front of the vehicla.

Owvarall visww of the angine compartment from the laft side prier 1o dearing of the snow.
Clozer view of the loft sida of the engine showing the fusel raif and fuel pressum regulator,
Closa up view of ths twa fuel {ine connactions indicaiad by the amows.

View of the lefl side fuel rall indicated by the amow.

Ovnrall view of the engine compartment from the nght side prior fo claaring of the snow.
View of the melted aluminum manifold. Armow indicaias the lacation of the prassure reguiator.
Viow of the fuel injection rall on the right side of the engine indicatad by the amow.

Anather view from tha right side of the engine compartment. .Again, the fuel ral |s indicated
by the amow.

Closar view of tha fus! rell from the right side of the engine compartment Amows indicate the
hwo injectors that ane missing.

Sarvicing the indusiry Bince 1571
Forensic Firs md Explosion Anstyels * |nvesfigelive Englnesting * Prosuct Labaratory Anatyals
Froperty sl Evisoace Wardhouaing

www. PETERVALLAS oom
Thiz butinesa = Bcunsed by I New Fork Deperiment of State, INviston of Licancing Sansices
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10.

11

. 12
1.
14,

15

16.
17.

tnsured: |
PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX
Qverall view of e vehicia fron the right side.
Overall view of the rear of the vehide.
Oveeall view of the left side of the vehick.
View of the mamsacturer's identification label.

Overall view int the passanger compartment from the driver side.

Overall view info the passenger compartment from the right side.

View of the staering column. Amow indicates the location of the ignition lock, which is in the
lacked position,

Overail view of the front of the vehicla.

Ovexall view of the engine compartment from the left side prior o clearing of the snow.
Closer view of the feft side of the enginie showing the fuel ralf and fuisl pressure reguitator,
Close up view of the two fuet Ime connections indicated by the amows.

View of the left side fuel rail indicated by the amow,

Overali view of the engine compartment from the right side prior to clearing of the snow.
View of the melted ahaminum manifold. Amow mdicates the location of the pressune regulator.
View of the fue! injection redl on the right side of the engine indicatad by the arow.

Ancther view from {he right side of the engine compariment. Again, the fue! rail is indicated
by the armow.

Closer view of the fusf rad from the right side of the engine compatment Arrows indicate the
twa injectors that ans missing.
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LONSUMER arp
ERIE INSURANCE COMPANY SECTIgN RS
ERIE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK

120 Gorporate Woods » Sule 150 - Fochester, N 14823 » kiafing Addrass: P:0. Bex 22840 MW
. - l

B [365) 214-5600 = Toll Frog 1-800-333-0823 « Fix (SA5) 214 5850 - wayw arisinaUnanod. cam

RECEIVED
| TR IR0}
Ford Motor Corp LA T N1 185
P O Box 6248 o :
in_. M 48126 JAN 1 3 2005
Attention: Claim Degt J%
Re:  Erie Insured
Etie File No.
Date of loss
To Whom It May Concern:

This will serve as notice of our intention to fils sabrogation for damages from this firs
loss.

Bazad on our imvestigation Ford Motor was negligent due to o mapufachring defect,

e -

We aro atozing the 1999 Ford F150 VIN: 2FTRX17W 6k the location below
for your mspection. Please notify us if there will be any destructive testing so we are ablc
10 have an expert on site.

Insurance Auto Auction

522 Trallay Bivd

Rachester, NY 14606

PH. 585-426-5420
Stock #1172708 Refer to Brian to inspect.

Iraqmstﬁatﬁupkaupwvideusthemnﬂhaﬁlahmﬂlamdmu;ﬁlu#mitis
E“ l]'ll I.

We look forwand to yoor reply. & Dﬂi
W K"V

Tha ERIE k= Above All in SEFVICE, . "Since 1025
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; i - Interscience, Inc.
THIS Ano Ballard Road
Tamps, FL 33534-2324
. (B13) BEF47T4
R

-YE-E7 B

Owr Project No: K1386-02
Tnmred:
Clain No:
Daie of Loss: Unknown
Dabe of Natification: Decaxaber $, 2003
Date of Inspection: Deceanber 11, 2003

. Prepared For:
Staee Fartn Fime & Casualty Co.
14053 Riveredge Dr., Suits 500
Tampa, FL. 33637

Atin: M. David Snively

Frepared By:
Sean P. Clince, BSME.

EReS-£08-L C-4218




. i . Interscience, Inc.

Tampa, FL 33634-2334
¢817) RRY-4774
. Jarwary 5, 2004 Fax (83) BEB-8157

State Farm Fire & Casualty Co.
14055 Riveredge Dr., Suite 500
Tumpa, FI. 33637

Aftn: Mr. David Snively

Re:  Our Project No: K 1326-02
Insured:
Clahh Nex
Deite of Loas: Uniosoom

Date of Notificstion: December 9, 2003
Dwic of Inspection: Deoamber 11, 2003

Dear Mr. Snively:
As roquested, Interscience, Inc. has conducied an exsmination of the ingured
. vehicle in coanection with the subject fire Loss, 20d submits its findings in fhis report.

BACKGROUND
Tt was reported that the subject veltile had becn parked i fhe garuge of the
insured’s residence, The firs reportedly acourred when the imsured was home. The
insured bad comtacted the fim department and the fire was subscquently
—
The insurod had secvics work done on the vehicle spproximately two months

pior to the firs. The servics rscords of the vehicle were not submitted to

ERBS-B05-1 C-4217




State Farm Firn & Casuaity Co.

January 5, 2004 -
K1336-02 - Pagg 2

Intexscicnse persoitel fot teview. The itvestigation was tharsfore strietly limited b
& phiysical examination of fhe subject vehicle.

Thnﬁuidmﬂm_mpmtudh&lﬂuFmImCﬂmpmymﬂ
Interscience, fnc. was subsequently requesied to conduct an investigation into the
subject claim. The vehicle was transported from the insured’s residence to Co-Part
located in Orfando, Flosida.

OBSERVATIONS/DISCUSSION

On December 11, 2003, Intexscience, Juc. examinod the subject vehicle at Co-
Part located st 319 East Landstreet Rd., Orlando, Florida, The prpose of this visit
was 10 conduct an origin and canse jsvestigation of a vehiclo fire.

The subject vehicle was identified as a black 1997 Ford Expedition, sport
1FMFULSLOVIIIII The odoneter reading wes 7448]-miles at the tims of the
inspection.
whale exterior of the vebicle was coated in soot fiom the subject fire. This
confirmed that the vehicle had heen in an enclosed spare such as a garage at the ime
of the fire. -




Staie Farm Fim & Cazuaity Co. -
Jupuary 5, 2004
EK138602 —Page 3

The hood of the enging compartment had a hole located on the driver's side
nfﬁeveﬁdnﬂhmmsﬂby&nmbjodﬁ::%hhﬂmﬂhﬂﬂnﬁeﬁlnﬁhe
vehicles hood The wind shield of the vehicle on the driver's gide had sostained fie
damage 23 & result of radiant heat from the sagine compartment.

Esgermtially po fire or smoke damage was ohserved on the imterior of the
vehicle. The interior fuse pancl was examined and three fuses were observed to heve
been blown. The fuses ware identifiod as two 15-ampe and one S-anmp. The fiwe
diagram was not availabls for identifying the componesits that the fuges wore in fine
with.

The enghwe eomportoet was systeemtically and thorcughly inspected and photo
documented. The area of fire arigin was detenmined 1o bo located within the engin®
compariment on the driver’s side of the vehicle. Bvidence remaining indicated that the
cause of the fire was most probably eloctrical in nature. After all debwis was mapected ie
plaoe tn an cffort to identify amy five casing item or itons, suspect eloctrical components
wera collected. A prelimirary examinstion of scane: of these camponents was condocted
on sitc. Theac sadoe compoacnts were retained fior further examination,

An examimation of the cotponents fetained waa conductad at Intersoience,
Ino. ficility located in Tamps, Florida, Examination of the electricel components

Interaclence, Inc.

=.=®======—q===

ERO3-005-LL-4219




State Farm Fire & Casuslty Co.
Jannery 5, 2004

1 — Page 4
funn the engine compariment identified evidence of arcing in end at
wiring/components of the distribution box in the srea of relays and circyit breskers.

CONCLUSIONS
If iz the conclusion of Interscicace, Inc. that the area of fire origin was Jocated

within the eagine compartment of the wehicle. The point of origin was within the
distribution box located in the spgine compartment,

The causo of this fire was most likely short circuiting of the elecirical
wiring/components of the distritbution box resuliing in arcing. The canse of the
arcing could not be conclusively detormined. No other friture was identified during

Interccience, Ino. operaies a3 an independent coutractor. The opintons expressed are
based vpon informetion aveilsble at the time thiz report was drafted and deaw vpon the
backgromnd, training zni experience of the persomnel involved in the investigation_
Respectfully submitted,

INTERSCIENCE, INC. Raviewed by,
Sean P, Clince, BS M.E. (Geae Bollington

S0C Tk
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. 1-8. Exterior views of the subject vehicle.
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. 9. Vehicle identification decal,

. 10. Co-Part ot number.




12-25. Interior views of the vehicle.
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27.2B. Views of {he interior fuas box.
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31. A view of the three blown fuses,




32, A view.of the interior fuse panel with the blown fases removed.




33. Fire damnge to exterior front quarter panel on the driver’s side.
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37. Fire demege to the front windshicld.




39-42, Views of the engine compartment fram below the vehicle.







|
43, View of the onder side of the hood.
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4.

ifying the engine Type.
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49-50. Damags to plastic components cauged by radiant heat.
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. 53-54, Viewn of clectrical damage to fuse box components,




53-57. Views of fuse box mounting bracket.
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6768, Evidence of clectrical areing at an efectrice] component.




. Evidence of electrical arcing ar an electrical conducior.
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VANCE, LOTANE & BOOKHARDT, B.A

Tallephene: (321) fi96-4861

L. Alexapder Yinoe
Tray B. Lobme
Surmd Bookirard, I

Ford Motor Cotupany i
Parkfand Towers West Three Parkland Bivd #300 ﬁEck_hr_DB\
Dearborn, MI 48126 PEY 12

RECET TN T 3 | g

FioE Ur THE
AEMERAL COUNSEL

Dwar Insurance Cartler:

Our law firm in handling the gbove aubrogation claim on hehaff of State Farm Mutual
Automabile Insaratce Compary. We have bewn informed that you are the Insumnce carrier for the party

designated as your inxuted in the caption of this lactar,

Our invegtigation esteblichee tha! yoar inmired was responsible for the above 1oss a5 2 resnlt of
the accident on the date ndicatod

Please accept this lotter as a notke of State Farm Mumal Awomobile Insurance Company ‘s
subrogation right and tequest you communicate dipsctly with ua in regard to your pogilion on the matier,
Eindly make your check payable to Vance, Lotane & Bookhardt, Tust Accovnt axxd mail it to the
address indicated above. Our Federal Tax 1.0,

We have enclossd the supports for the above chaim. IF you have acoepted liahbility, please
forvrard your chack to our addrass above,

Plonss do not attempt to compmunicate with State Farm Insurance Company as you will ooly be
redirected bo cur office. If you need to discwss this matter pleass call me at 1-800-807-1534 Ext. 131,

Yours very truly,
Pat Bodge
PAT HODGE
Collections Departrment
PHAx
HRTI

ERDS-00%-L.C-4337



