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arch 11, 2003

Ford Motor Company

"ATTN: Shawn L. Norton
Parklane Towers West;, Ste. 300
3 Parklane Blvd. :
Dearborne, ME 48126

"RE: Praperty Damage to Ford Vehlele
Date of Fire:
Insurance Company:
Iosured;
Amount:

%f/ﬁ

- Deear Mr Notton:

‘This office representd the above insurapce company which bas made
payments ic its insured azs he result of a fire that is refemred to above. It is the
opinion of such insurance company and the undersigned, that you will be
accounteble for the damapes incurred in the above accident by the above-named
ingured. In fact, we have an expert that specifically holds that the fire in question
was cansed by fuel leakeage due to damage that cecirred during the installation of
the fuel tail components at the time the vehicle was being manu factured.
Therefore, this letier ix to make g fingl demand upen you o make arrangements
for payment of the above amonnt.

At this time, We ane open to suggestiows as to how you might pay this
obligation. However, unless we hear from you within ten (10} days of ihe date of
this leiter, we will assume that you do not intend to volunfartly make paymenis,
and we will not delay further eollection efforte. ' We will advise our client of ita
fuall legafl remadies against you. Thia may include Aling an appropriate lawsuit
against you. Therefore, it is of the utmast importance thal you contact us at cnce
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regapding your intentions to take care of this matter so that further legal action and expense on
your part will not be necessary.

Very truly yours,

; )
L L
ol it

For the Firm

FATR DERT COLLECTION ACT ATTACHED

26307751\ Turem(#2 x1 Hickory Valley RE. ndd) - 09-0-02



TAVAS5-1496 - fax 77M453-4815

3807 Flowers Rood - Atlanta (Doravitla), Georgla 30360-3154

de=engingors@mindspring, com
January 15, 2002
insurance
James Drive, West Suite 118
St. Rose, LA 70087
RECEIVER:

Re:
Clai 14N 7 4 s
ACE

By GA Claims
Daar Ms. Holcomb:

In accordance with your requast on Dacambar 5, 2001, Assoclation of Consuitant
Engineers, inc. (ACE) haa anatyzad the fire loas that occurred on October 28, 2001. ACE
waa requested o determing the ongin and ¢atse of the fira that destroyed a Ford F150

pckup fuck owned

On December 5, 2001, Robert C. Ballard {ACE Engineer) telephon=d|] and
disclusaed the elrcumstances related to the fire loss informed Ballard that on the
day of the fire, ha had drivan the vehicla to the store and towed a traler. The vehicle had
then bean used while spreading seed, after which i had been parked along an electrifled
fence that-enclosed hia horses. After it was parked, the sngine was tumed off.

siated that he then went inside his residence and drank some water. YWhen ha

outside, ha noticed smoke pouring out from under the hoed of the truck. He telaphoned
911 and rounded up his horses fo prevent them from getting inju tha Cadar
Croszing Voluntasr fire depariment arriving and extingulshing the fire. ted that
he had experienced no problems with the vehicle, which he had leased in April 1999, other
than an incident when he had struck a deer. The damage that had occurred as a result of
the accident had been repaired In 1989, with no Indicationa of problems as a resuit of the
accident. I 3/=0 stated that there had baan no odors or Indications that a problem
was developing on the day of the fire.

Ballard made arrangemsents for a site visit on December 7, 2001. stated that he
wa3s unable fo be prasant, and that Ballan] could access the vehicle thraugh a side gate.
During the site visit a visual and photogrephic survey was made of the fire scens, including
the Intarior and extarior of the vehicle.

Examination of the exterior of the vehicle revealed no evidence of damage 1o the tailgate,
tall lights and rear bumper, The cab roof had been severely damagad by the fire, with the
paint and surfaca coatings being bumed away. There was no evidence of bumning on the
ground beneath the truck, or to the undercarriage {photographs 1 through 4).

The exterior of the truck bad showed evidence of heat damags naar the cab, and slight
damage near the iailgats. The intarior of the bed was bumead near the cab, with less

ERea-0e8-LC-3823



Ms_ Sheryl Holcomby

co S
Claim

damage near the taigate. The rear tirms were haat damaged on tha tread facing the front
of the vehicle and undamaged on the tread facing the near of the vehicle. These was a
dent in the fender well behind the rear tire on the driver side {photographs 5 through 10).

Examination of the front of the truck revealed the hood was missing. The grill was bumed
away, with debris from the radiator and fan on the ground benaath tha gril area. The front
tires woare bumed away, with uniform damage {o the front fender and door on the
passenger and driver sides of the truck, induding the area encompassed by the extended
cab (photographs 11 through 16).

Examination of the Interior of the cab revealed all combusatible materials had hean
consumed. The paint and protective coatings were bumed away from the majority of the
matal surfaces. The passenger and driver sides of the Intesior ware uniformly bumad, with
no indicationa that the fine had onginated in the front or rear seating areas (photographs
17 through 23). '

Examination of the dashboard and firewall revaalad the windshiald had maltad and foldad
overonto tha top of the steering wheel and glove box. The center portion of the dashboard
was bumed away with evidence of savare heat damage to the center of the firewall. The
interior surfaces of the passanger and driver doors were uniformly bumaed, with no
evidence that the fire had originated in the area of the glove box or the steering wheel. The
gless for the side windows had meliad nto the intsdor of the passenger and driver doors

{pholographs 24 through 33).

The dashhoard wiring hamaes was bumed apart In the center of the dashboard. There
wasg avidence of melting of copper conductors to the left of the staering column. There was
avidence of soot on the intarlor surface of the melied windahiald plass that had folded over
onto the top of the dashboard. There was evidence of melling of copper conductors in the
bumed out center section of the dashboard wiring hamess (photographs 34 through 43).

Examination of the angine comparimant revealed all of the combustible matarials had bean
burned away. There was evidence of severe damage to the top of the engine with melting
of aluminum components. A saction of the battary cable was arced and fused to the conter
af the bulkhead. One of the stranded conductors for the batlery calie was arced open in
the area wheve it was fused to the bulkhead. The engine was uniformly bumed from tha
top, down, with origin of the flre centerad on the top of the engine, slightly forward of the
center of the bulkhead (photographs 44 through 54).

Examination of the tranamisalon fluid and engine ofl levels ravealed the lavels were abave
the minimun required [photographs 55 through 57 ).

Examination of the NHTSA Recall, Complainty and Seqvice BuBeting, revealed thers had
been a reported Incldant (#552180) of an engina failure with fire on 01A37/2000, an incident
(#838894) in which the vehicle caught firs five minutes after the engina had bean tumed
off on 04/14/1999, and a recall (#58V194000) of 1999 Ford F150trucks in which there was
a potertial for engine fires in 1,700 tucks dus in fusl leakage at a damaged fuel pressure

regulatey o-ring in the engine fuel rall.
ERD3-08-| c-3824



From tha available evidence, it is the opinion of Association of Consultant Enginsers, Inc.,
(ACE) that the fira that destroyed the 1999 Ford F150 truck being operated by Mark
Webber was due to fual lkeakage In the area of the fuel rall. The fuel leakage resulted in
pooling of fuel at the top of the engine baneath the ignition module and abave the angine
manifold. Tha vapors fram the pooled fuel wara aventualy ignited by any cne of several
ignition sources readiy available Inside the engine compartment. The fusel leakage was
most probably due to a damaged fuel pressure regulator o-ring in the sngine fuel rail, as
Indicated in the NHTSA regall of 1,700 Ford F150 trucks. The recall indicates the damage
would have occumed during installation of the engine fuel rafl by Ford Motor Corporation
at the time tha vehicle was manuwfaciured. Ford Motor Corporation should ba notifled that
the fire that desiroyed this vehicle was causad by fusl leakage due to damage that
occurmed during the installation of fuel rall components at the time the vehicle was being
manufackired by Ford Motor Corporation.

Respectiulty submitied,
ASSOCIATION OF CONSULTANT EHEIHEEHS. iNC.

MM C.Oallsod W Dpmill 11502
Robert C. Ballarg - Jameas W. Donnelly, P

Enginesar % Gaorgla Registration 10208

RCE:ino
Enclosure
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PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY ASBOGIATION OF GONSULTANT ENGINEERS, ING_

DECEMBER 7, 2001
ACE 0112051

Description

View of the rear of the 1890 Ford F150 truck (VIN
1FTZX172 owned by

View of the exierior of the cab mof. Nota the uniformly bumad roof.

View of the ground beneath the truck. Note the lack of buming
baneath the truck bed.

View of the undarside of tha truck. Note the lack of burming under the
cab,

5 and 8

Views from the rear of the vehicle showing the passenger and drivar
sides, respactively. Note ﬂlaunlfunn damaga to the eides and to the

. mtanurufthehad

{fand 8

Views of the passenger and driver sides, mspeciively, of the truck.
Nate the uniform damage to the exterior of the bed, and to the exterior
of the extanded cab area baneath the skde windows.

g and 10

Views of the raar wheel woell on the passenger and driver sides,
respectively. The amow points fo a dent in the fender well on the
driver side.

11 and 12

Views from the front of the vehicle showing the passanger and driver
sides, respectivaly. Note the uniform damaga to the sides and to the
frant of tha vehicis.

13 and 14

Views of the front fenders on the passenger and driver sides,
respectivaly. Nots the uniform damage to the fenders, tires and rims.

15 and 16

Views of the passenger and driver sides, respectively, of the cab.
Note the uniform damage fo the axterior of the doors.

17 and 18

Views of the interior of the driver and passenger side jump seat areas,
respaciively, as viewed whan looking through the slde windows of the
axtended cab. Note the uniform damage ko the fump seats.

18-24

Compasite view of the intedor of the cab, as viewed looking through
the windshield. Mots the unfform demape to the passenger and driver
sides. _

22 and 23

Views of the areas beneath the passenger and driver side jump seat
areas, respectivaly. Note the uniform damage to seat frames.

24 and 25

Views of the interior of the driver and passenger sidos, respectively, of
the cab, as viewed through the side windows, Note the uniform
damage to the steering wheel and ghova box areas.




Description

28-27

Composite view of the cab Interior on the passenger side. The arow
points to the area shown m photograph 31.

28-29

Composite view of the cah Interior on the driver side. The armow
points {o the area shown in photograph 30.

Close up view of the areg shown in photograph 29. The ammow peints
to whare the driver side window melted and poolded inside the door.

31

Close up view of the area shown in photogreph 27, The arrow points
to where the passanger side window maited and pooled Inside the
door.

32-33

Composite view of tha interlor of the cab, as viewed while lecking
through the rear window. Note the uniform damage to the steering
wheeol area (at armow 1) and the glove box area (at armow 2). The most
severe damage is in the canter of the firewall (at amow 3).

museupulawuiﬂiesieerhuwhaslmdmnummgma. Amow 1
points to the area shown In phatograph 39. Amow 2 points o the amea
shown in photagraph 41. Amow 3 pointa to the area shown in

phatograph 42.

Chkase up view of the glove box and surmounding area.

View of the area to the left of the stearing wheel. The armow points lo
the ares shown in photographs 37 and 38. -

Claose up compasita view of the area shown by the amow in
photograph 36. The arrowa point 1o melted copper conductors.

Close up view of the arsa shown at amow 1 in photograph 34. View s
of melted glass from the windshield.

View of the same area gs that shown in photograph 38. View shows
the sooted undersida of the melted giass shown in photograph 38.

41

Close up view of the arsa shown at arrow 2 in photograph 4. View is
of bumed out coppar slactrical conduchors in the driver side of e dash
board wiring hamaess.

Close up view of the area shown at amow 3 in photograph 4. View
ia of bumead out copper elecirical conductors in the paasenger aide of
a dash board wiring hamess.

View of the dashboard anea showing the burned out centar saction
and savanra damage to the bulkhead. Tha armows point to the ends of
the bumed out wire hamess.

View of the engine cormpartment showing the aengine side of tha
seversly damaged bulkhead shown in photograph 43. The amow
points to the area ehown in photographs 45 and 46. Note the melted
alumnum.




Bascription

45-46

Close up composite view of the area shown by the amow in
photograph 44. View Is of an arced section of battery cable that has
welded issalf 1o the bulkhead. The arrow points to a conductor instde
the burnad cable that has ancad open.

4749

Composite view of the engine compartment. Amow 1 points to the
area showm in photograph 50. Arrow 2 points to the area shown In
photograph 51. Amow 3 points to the area shown In photographs 52
through 54,

Close up view of the area shown at amow 1 in photograph 47. Amow
1 points io the remains of the bettery. Amow 2 points to the area

shown In photograph 55.

&1

Clase up view of tha area shown at amow 2 in photographe 47 and 48,
The amow points to the remains of the altemator.

52-54

Composite view of the area shown at arrow 3 in photographs 48 and
48,

Cloge up view of tha area shown at arrow 2 in photegraph 50. The
arrow painta to the transmiasion fluld filler tube.

View of the transmission flutd dipstick.

57

View of the engine oll dipstick.

548 through
91

Additional photographs that docurmnent the loss.
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10/31/2001 at 0L:48 BM * "ef 4985300058246 Fil ID FD-UVALDA-112-PADO&74

owner : NG Rppraise. .
1699 FOBD F150 4¥2 SUPERCAB XL &£-4.2L-FI 4D SHOAT BLACK Ints

. APPBATSAL ADVANTAGE
106 A-2 Arncld Mill Ed.

Woodstock, GR 30168
Busaineas: (770)532-6600

oy,

S e oo _
5#}"{#1 T
. g

L

18/20/2901: E3TO1:




10/31/2001 at 01:48 AM F eof 49853-0005B246 Fil ID PD-UVALDA-112-PA99674
owner : [INIINIGIGINGEGEGE Appraise..
1999 FORD F150C €X? SUPEACAB XL 6-4.2L-FI 4D SHGRT BLACK Int:

‘I" IHADE BREFORT

1a0/30/2001: ESTO1:




107317 a AM F a¥ 49453-DC0OS8246 Fil- TD FI~UVALDA-112-PASD&T4
ovmaer : Appralae. .
1993 FORD F150 4X2 EUPERCAB XL 6-4.2L-FI 4D SHOAT BLACK Tnt:

i0/30/2a01: E3TDL:




16/31/20 ‘ F e¥ 43853-00058244 Fil TID FD-UVALDA-112-PAY996E74
owner :M Appraiase..

1599 FORD P15Q 4¥2 BUPERCAS XL 6-4.2L-FI 4D SHORT PLACHK Int:

10/30/2001: BSTD1:

Pathways - A product of CCC Tnformation Services Inc.



CEDAR CROSSING VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

. Chiaf Incident Report - Asst. Chief
_ Wayne Brantley 942-594-6449 David Hassley
Incident _ Date | Time | County Mutual Aid Dept

No. 0122|1006 licqa 1Terndc| ssne

; 1y 4
Road No. | | Etndr Woed Suwd dpyican
Incident
Description| 10728 T, :

Unit Paged | 10-8 10-23 | 10-24 ] 10-7 Total Gallons
Responded| ;<2 5 ' | Mies |  Water
Truck 1 jeaa lyszs | isll | « b®o
Truck 2 .

Resldent Name 8 Address ‘ Owner Nama & Addrass insuranca Company

. S opihtry Sianpssdr |
P 3 (YT,

i 2 I
Fire Discover Injuries Type : Taken io:
n gag = —_—
Fire | ip920 Track .Esfimated | a il
— Fire Fighters Responding
Povid Bigasis)
| Pant  Leaicions

_M.ﬁ.;
(el Jop Mo
| Catuin Hiuhoash Comments

A wtin . e b oy et apd  drapt  sesr wn Fline,
dhpma aselrsl of Fep Brned Vopst dear Folly Soceled’
® _ .. L P
Date







. FARMERS

10/11£2004

F M C Offica Of Genvtyal Comnsel
Parklans Tower W. #3500, 3 Parkiome Blwd.

Dearborn, MI 48125

Be:  Owr Inmaed:
Our Claim #:
Date of Loss: 0641 2/2004
Yoor Claim #;
Amourd Ourad: $£24.322.75
Dear FM C Office Of Genecal Counaed:

Matonal Document Canter
PO, Box 25890
Oklshoma Cley, K 7uzE-8oga

sAK - S77-ar7-138a

FﬂFID

"'l 'uu:t uﬁf] I 5

oCT I 8 2004

OFFILE OF TH
GEMERAL 3

Wo heve made peyment to our insured for damages resulting from thia accideat. Our
imvestigation has establishad that the above Joas wan cancad bry the negligence of your
driver, By virtw of our subrogation rights this Letter in to advise you thit we axpect
payment from you fior the smoent of deanages within 14 dayz of the receipt of this letter.

Bo advizod thet no partial payment, which iy lesa than the full mmount claimod harem, will be
conidared in any way an acceptance of benefifs, a novation or an accord and satisfaction of
this claim withowt the expreas written release of oor claim execoted by an individual who

identifies himselfhersalf 23 & member of our svbrogation

Therafors, our legal

righin #o enfores collaction on tha remaining smoont of the aloim shall not be waived or

estopped due 0 a partial payment by you.

If you need additlonal suppert for our claim or require forther nformation, plaage call me at
800-944-7515 x7348 with your FAX ouraber g0 that the reqoested informadion can be sent to you,

Slocerely,
Farmers Inmicanos Company, Inc.

B o




CRN Photo Template Page 1 of 9

I




CRN Photo Templaic

Pagc 2 of 9

« Sf1A204

E9sE-D




Prge 3 of @

CRN Photo Template

- BA&/2004



CRN Photo Templats Page 4 of9

T 42004



CRN Photo Temphite Page 3 of 9

T .

- e



CRN Pheto

Page 6 of 9

6/14/2004



Page 7 of 9

CRN Photo Teeplate

Intwrior - right: fronk

- right Sonk

&/14/2004



Pags § of 9

CRN Photo Template

fight ner cexr - inkarior

61472004



CEN Photo Toorplate

Page 9 of 9

aLoT-)






&,
it

e

o



. .‘:r-itc‘i:s}:ihl '.""""-qu'_ .

AR

L

|.. J,._ i

- L I.. - _'l:' f . AT,
FRRCEND L LR R L
1)




-
2 ._"I N

o5 e s 3

LI & Al

i L
[y T







ve
! .:.;'-M -

RN RYN
el T
-n!lh'




Cr

oy ot s T W g 8

N AR s
; o T Ak iak gl o

PALTEr SRR SRR S
aetb iRy
. 1 1 ...' .

. 1 1
Tk




L "E-‘m
1 T

‘-; ,"'.:f' ﬁ
: .a“‘ TF%-{ Tﬂ m

_ i

-t g

O T L NN




..v‘;.!;-‘ﬁfa:.-..: Fign [ w .
LT
e

AT

%




R i)
T T 2
R

\II
L

e
"

-.-:|
2] d
$

LI







R B T AT G, e b R D3













g
!




[

Athen. Dokte & Co., Se.

CONSULTING BENGINEERING SERVICES
&5 WEST RED OAK LANE, WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10604

ENGINEERING SURVEY

e co: |

VYEHICLE: 1398 LINCOLM
DATE OF LOBE: 2/25/98
DATE OF IMSPECTION: 2/27/98
REPORT FREPARRED: 2/27/98

YEHICLE INSPECTED AT:

NEW ROCHELLE, NEW TORK

FILE HD.: E-190842

CERTIFICATION

Ihﬂhlnﬁﬁﬂlmmmwﬂmﬂﬂhh-mm.lﬁm
selther the amplayment o sondye] this lwveatigation or e compinaation i conlingend 81 e
canclusions raschad. | owily sl scoonfing o ey balef and Inowiedge of sivlemepts and Ancings
amn e and comect subject iz The urciecying assurmplions. : -

ANTHONY ﬂhﬁgl — CONSULTING ENGIMEER




. 1.0
On February 25, 1998, a fire erupted in a 1998 Lincoln

savigator ovnea oy [N :: was rerorcea crac ac

the time of the occurrence, the wehicle had been parked and

left unatkbanded.

An engineering inapection of the subject vehicla was conductad
by the undersigned on Fabruary 27, 1998 at Safeway Towing, S

Fleasant Stre=t, New Rochelle, New York.

¥Yaar and Make: 15553 Lincoln
Model : Bavigator

. Body Style: suv
Mileage: 3,085

VIN Ko.: ELHPUEELEW_

Color: RE=d

2.2 Btate Iogspectlon

Htate: New York
Inepectian Ko.: 12634819

Expiration: December 1994

2.3 Bnecificatlions
Drive Type: Four Wheel Drive




i.0

Engine=; 5.4 Liter

Fuel Sy=tem: Fuel Injection
Tranamission: Autcmatic
Steering: Power Reclirculating Ball
Brakes: ABS

Froot Suspension: Torsien Bar

BLECTRICAL HYSTEM

3.1

3.2

tta
The wehicle’'s battery is located on the right aide
pection of the engine cogpartment. Inspection found the
battery to have pustained appreciable flame and burn
damage to the upper portion of 1te caaing. Close
inspacticn found no evidence of any short circuiting.
Both paa_itive and negative cables waere examined and found
to be free of any defeck. The poaitive cable was found

cut ag a result of the fire department investigation.

All wiring and electrical components within the engine
conpartment were examined. Examination found the main
wire harnems which is pcaitiaoned at the frantal portion

of the engine compaxtment, directly adjacent to Cthe

_mndensing unit ro kave sustained extensive flame and

burn damage in which all plastic insulation was found
consumed, It im in this area of the main wire harnesa in
which the greatest amount of flame and burn damage were



3.3

1.6

noted to ba., Clope examinatien of the wiring found
evidance of short circuilting in tha harness itself. This
was noted by the atiffening of the copper wiras
themselves. PFurther examination of the ramaining wiring
and electrical compconents in the engine compartment

falied to reveal evidence of any other defects.

Daah Wiring & Inatymyeytation

Inspection of the daghbpard wiring and instxumencation

focund same to be intact and undamaged by fire. Mo

defects were noted within sama.

Funme Blogk

The fuse block 13 located directly below the dashboard
and adjacent to the left slde kick panal. The wiring
pervicing the fuse block was found intact and undamaged

by fire. ¥o fuses were found blown.

taprigr i ackx
All wiring within the intericr of the vehicle including
power windows, power seats and interior lighting was

examined. Examinatlon found all components intact and
undamzged by fire.

Body Wiripg .
The wiring servicing the vehicle’s remaining electrical
components including rear Ekail lighta was Lnepected.




Examination found all wiring inktact and undamaged by fire
and showing no evidence of any defects,

4.0 JUEL SYSTEM

4.1 Fusl Tank
The wvehicle’s fuel tank {8 positioned at the rear of the
vehicle directly forward of the rear axle. Inapection
found the tank intact and undamaged by fire. Ther= was
oo evidence of any Fuel leakage.

4.2 Inlat & Return Fusl Lines
Both inlet and return fuel lines from the fu=l tank to

the engine compartment were inspected. . Examination found
all line= intact and showing no evidence of any Efuel

leakage.

4.3 Fual Baill & Injectors
Inspection of tha fuel rail and ejectors found same to

have sufferad f£ire damage. HBowevelr, rthere was oo

evidence of any fuel leakage and no defects could be

noted.

FLAKE § BUEN PATTNEM

" The flame and burn pattern as depicted by sheet metal warpage,

paint discoloration and rubber and plastic detericration was
b

cleosely examined, An analysis revealed the greatasi: area of
heat intensity to be located in the engine compartment in the

ERSS-00Y-LC-2090




7.0

frental portien of sama. It iz in this area In which one of
the engine compartment’s main wire harneases was positioned.
Close examination of this harness found evidence of short
clreuiting within spame. It ims the writer's opinion that che
fire 1a the result of an electrical defect which took place
within this wire harness.- The fire from that point aspread
throughout the £frontal pertion of the engine c<Compartment
conguming the grill asseobly, bumper covering and the forward
portion of the engine hood. Damage to the engine compartment
was noted at the upper portion of same which extended back to
the fire wall assembly. The fire failed to penetrate the fire
wall assembly and enter into the interior of the vehicle. No

damage was noted within the wehlcle‘s interior.

REVIEW OF SAFETY RECALLS
Ar tha tima of tha writing of this report, there are no

recalls with respeck to 1998 Lincoln Navigators and a poeaible

defective elesckrical system.

CONCLUSTONS
Inspection and examination of the vehicle’s fuel system found
all componenta intact and were not consldered to ba a

contributing fartor in the fire sequence.

In inspecting tha vehicla‘s electrical aystem, ghort
ecircuiting was noted in the maln wire haruneaa located in the

frontal portion of the engine compartment. It ia the writer's




opinlon that the defect in this wire harness caused the fire

to occur on the date in question.

It is therefors concluded within a reascnable degree of
engine=ring certainty that the flre occurring on 2/25/98 is
the regult of a manufacturing defect within the wvehicle’s

elagtrical syetem.

ANTHONY MELLI:
COMSULTING ENGINEER




PHCTOCRARHS

PHCTOGRAPH 1 VEHICLE OVERVIEW RIGHT FRONT
PHOTOGRAFH 2 VEHICLE OVERVIEW LEFT FRONT
PHOTOGRAPE 3 VEHICLE OVERVIEW FRONT
FHOTOGRAFPH 4 VEHICLE OVERVIEW LEFT REAR
PHOTOGRAPH 5 VEHICLE OVERVIEW RIGHT REAR
PHCTOGRAPH 6 | OVERVIEW OF ENGINE COMPARTMENT
PHOTOURAPH 7 BATTERY

PHOTOGRAPH 8 MAIN WIRE HARNESS

PHOTOGRAFH 9 CLOSEUP OF mh WIRE HARNEES
PHOTOGRAEE 10 ) OVERVIEW OF DASH & INTERICR
FHOTOGRAFH 11 OVERVIEW OF DASH & INTERIOR
PHOTCGRAFH 12 FUSE BIOCK
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE 14A DISTRICT COURT
mﬂm“’btﬁ*cﬁ_%&&
intiF
_ﬂ.
MOTGR QOMPANY,
Delaware Corporation,
Defendant.
I L T o
e _ nle o
HEWSON & VAN HELI EMONT, P.C. | iS5 O o
ARD L. JOHNSON 5 -
* Attoroeys for Plainti o 5:'-“?*'? 3]
mﬂ'ﬂm) Sw,, N g8
EDW L PRintiff | Ty Ew iy
(810) 5784500 ¥ ;‘g
® | I trapsction |
| _ £om
Thiere is no other civil action mﬂm“““m,m'
n e tion & g ing in thix Court
cenrrence as abegad C""‘m‘Mme i

: nurhall“?'“chmmpdgm
after having been assigned to a judge, See MCR 2.113(CX(2)(a)

NOW COMES the Plantiff, State Farm Mutus! Automabile Insurance Company, a3

Subroges o RN =0d troueh its attorncys, Hewson & Van Hellemont, .C.
and for its.camse of action against the Defendant, Ford Motor Company, states as follows: ‘




D D

1. That Plaintif Bba
@ Mickigan carporation duly engaged in the busincss of issuinig policies of insurance within the
City of Milan, Coanty of Washoemaw, State of Michigan.
2. That Defendant, Ford Motor Company, i 8 Delaware corporation duly
canducting business within the City of Milan, County of Washtenaw, State of Michigan.
3. That this case is within the jurisdiction of the District Court becouse Plaintitf
secks damages that are lesy than Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00).
4. That prior 0 Febeneiy 11998, Plaintiff imued 2 policy of insarance. tol I
I isurics che subject 4995 Fand pickup. truck; vehicle Wentification mumber
m:svm_mmnmmmm
S.  That Defendant, soimetime priof to February 1, 1998, manufactured, designed,
andjor scld the subject vebicle.
6  Thatasa result of the damage to the subject vehicle, the Plaintiff's Subrogor
@ made claim b State Farm Mutnal Automobie lurance Compeny, foc the proceeds of
policy of Insurance., |
7. “That pursnant to the terms of the policy of insurance and in response to the
ciaim filed by the Subrogox, Plaintiff mede peyment to the Subrogor and received an
assignment of ita claims 10 the extent of payment.
&  Thetthe damege to the subject vehicle was caused whea the Subrogoc’s vehicle
vebicle’s Wirfog Shatiissvmeliunctioned rom tho yengine :compartment 40, thexinterit




WHEREFORE, Plaintity, I .
Subrogee oSN ¢:ays (ki Court enter @ judgment in its favor and against
Defendant in the amount of Fificen Thousand Four Hundred Forty and no/100 ($15,440.00)
Dollar, plus costs, interest, and attarney fees ax allowed by Law.

9. Mtwmmmwmmmmm
allogation contained in paragraphs 1 through 8 wbove as though set forth herein verbetim,

10. mtmu:ﬁfunﬁ'cummdalmﬂmmmmmmm
MCLA 440.2314; MSA 19.2314 that a seBer warrants that goods are of a merchantable
quality and are ft for ondizary purposes for wiich the product i intended fa be used.

11 thmew,ummmmmdm
gtatute refoered 10 in the preceding peregraph. | _

12 mtwssummMﬂmskﬂLhmmm}n@mf &
representation of the Defendant, Ford Motor Company.

unsuitable for the purpases for which the same was intended.
14.  That the vehicle was unsafe, dengerous, defective, and not of merchantable
15.  That the Defendant, Ford Motor Company, wes in broach of the implied
warTanty.




16,  That the damage to the Subrogor’s vehicle was proximately cawsed by the
breaches of the implied warranty.

17.  That Plaintiffis entitied to judgment against Defendant, Ford Motor Company,
for the breach of implied warrenty mder the Uniform Commercial Code,

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Compsny, as
Sotrogee of [ E=y tis Cowt enter a judgment in its favor and against
Defendant in the amount of Fifteen Thousand Four Hindred Forty and no/100 ($15,440.00)
Dollars, plos cogts, interest, and sttomey fees as allowed by Law.

COUNT I - NEGLIGENCE
18, mtmmmmmwmmuﬁyw
mmmmmh1m11mﬂwmmwﬁm
19.  That Defendant, Ford Motor Company, mﬂmwn&h
velicle in question was capable of Bifelitg Béé-dn ordinary operation. =2 %
20.  That prior to Feheuary 1, 1998, PhaintifF’s Subrogor, -mmmms
the vehicle in the manoer cansistent with #s intended and fareseeable purposes and/or uses.
21, Mtwmammwwmw:w.-
mmmdmlnﬂerdamgcmlnrlummbﬂu.
21 'IhntDefmdant,FothmCmpmy iuagenu,muuntmplupum
ncgligent in:
8.  the design, mamdacture, production, licemsing, marketing,

testing, and sales of the vehicle and In falling to properly inspect
 the same;

”ﬁu ras ?Jﬁa

‘EWHJ:-
I3 £y
T




Ty
.

b. in failing to maintain adequoate quality contrdl standards over
goods sold under itz trademark;

4 hﬁﬁgmwmﬂﬁmmml
product which did not have a defect in the engine;

e. in acting in a careless and recklcss manmer; and causing
suffering and permitting the vehicle to be exposed to the risk of
destroction;

3 A in causing suffecing and permitting a defectbve product 10 be
sold and distributed to the general public, inchuding Plaintiff's
subrogos;

g in holdiag the product herein to be suitable fior use when, in

m i T §.
R
i in falling to warn of the defects after sale; and  w oS &

Dx3
k in failing to properly service and repair said pibdust agdn

Defendant in the amovot of Fiftcen Thousand Four Hundred Forty and no/100 ($15,440.00)
Duﬂumplumhmandmfuuuaﬂmdhth.




23, thhmmwmwmmmmmm
allegatinn contained in paragraphs 1 through 22 above as though set forth herein verbatim,

24 That Defendant imphedly represented that the vehicle and the equipment
theroin were safc, of merchantable quality, and fit for the ondinary purposcs for which the
product was intended to be used.
25 Toet Praintifts scbrogor I rclied on the skill, knowledge,
fodgment, representations, and warranties of the Defendant, Ford Motor Company.
26, That the representations and werranties were fakse, misleading and inaccurate
in that the vehicls, when put to the test of actoal performance, proved t0 be unsound and
nnsultable for the purposes for which it was intended.

27.  That the product was ursafe, dangerous, and not of merchantable quality.

28, 'I't.lﬂﬂeﬁmdmtmllnbma:hnfimpliedwmnﬁu..

29. That Plaintiffs damages were proximatsly caused by the breach of anplied
warragties by the Defendant and such copdnct constifuted a tort by Defendant against
PlatntitPs subrogor, [N

30. ‘That Phintiff, State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, as
hm_hmwummmmmm
Mmmmmmmwmmmmw-mmuhd
implied warrantics.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, State Farm Mutuzl Automcbile Lisurance Company, as
Subrogee of [ preys this Court enter a judgment in ita favor and againat



Defendant in the amount of Fifteen Thowand Four Hundred Forty and na/100 ($15,440.00)
Dollars, plus costs, interest, and attorney fees as allowed by law.

COUNT 1V - CONSTUMER FROTECTJON ACT
31, That Piaintiff hereby incarporates by reference hereln cach and every
alingation contained in paragraphs 1 through 30 sbove as though set forth herein verbatim.
32, That the acts and omissions of the Defendant, Ford Motor Company,
described in the preceding peragrapha viglate the Michigan Consumer Protection Act, MCL
445.90 gt goq. MSA 19.418, £t goq.
33.  Thatbysellinga defectivevebicle, Defendant, Ford Motor Company, breached
the following provisions of the above cited act
19.418(3)
Unfair or deceptive acts or practices defmitions;
{c) Representing that gonods or services have spo

lhﬂjrdﬂlﬂhl‘i'l:ﬂtﬂlltapﬂmhu . :I”-:“' I _F
muu,aﬁliaﬂmnrmmﬂnnwhlchhednung _{,;
= rrﬁé‘
®© WMMHWMD{EM 55
qnahtynrgmdmﬂmtgunchmuhpnrﬁcuhruyle ]
if they are of another; :'i'?
'h..

{s) Failing to revcal a material fact, the cmission of which tends to -
mislead or deceive the commumer and which fact could not
reasoiiably be loxnwwn by the consamer;

{¥) Gmdumpmﬁubctmnﬂnnnlrmmmnﬂmuofmr
seller and the wriiten sgreement covering the same transaction
or faflure of the other party to the tansaction to provide the

promized banefits;



(bb) Making e representation of fnct or stetement of fact material to

(cc)

the transaction such that a person reasonably belicves the
represcoted or suggested state of affairs to be other than it
actually is; and

Failing to reveal facts which are material to ths transaction in
Light of repretentations of fact made in a poditive manner.

34, That Plainsiffis entiticd 1o judgrment against Defendant, Ford Miotar Compeny,
fir compensatory damages, attomey fees and costs or for Two Hundred Fifty Dollars
($250.00) per violation of the Act, whichever is greater.

VETERERORE, it I
subrogee o === this Court enter a judgment in ity favor and agatnst
Defendant in the amount of Fifteen Thousand Four Hundred Forty and no/100 ($15,440.00)
Dollars, plus costs, interest, and attarney fees as allowed by taw,

Reapectiully submitted,

HEWSON & VAN

29900 Lorrgine, Salts 100

Dated: Augnst 17, 1999

Warren, MI 48093
{810) 578-4500
Lo
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE WAYNE

QEEICT 7T ET
PETER A

Plaintiff, Ps
V4 MN 29 PAD:
Case No.
HON.

-

FORD MOTOR COMFPANY,
A Corparstion,

Defexxdant.

STILLMAN LAW OFFICE

By: Michael R. Stillman (P42765)

Attomey for Plaintiff

7091 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 270 -
West Bloom#field, Michigan 48322

(248) 851-6000
/

There is na sther pendimp or resolyed civil aelion srismp oot of the me transaction or
oecurrance A alteged im this complaint.

COMPLAINT
——r———»
Subrogee of N ; =1d through its attorneys,
STILLMAN LAW OFFICE, and for its Complaint against Defendant, FORD MOTOR
COMPANY, states as foflows: ;
1. That Plaintiff is a Foreign Corporation licensed to write insurance in the State of
Michigan, with its principle place of business located in the City of Colurnbus,
County of Frankfin, State of Ohio.

2, T Pl subeosos,

residents of the City of Dallas, County of Dallas, State of Texas. i

STLLMAN LAY COFICL 9| QRCHARDLAKE RDAD, SUTTE 270, WEST HLOCMFINLI, MIHIOAN 40223671 FHOME (RTYE5L-6000 RO (340 1376009




. 3. That Defeadant FORD MOTOR COMPANY is a Foreign Corporation, licensed
to do business in the State of Michigan, with its principal place of business
located in the City of Dearborn, County of Wayne, State of Michigan (“Ford™).

4. The amount in controversy exceeds Twenty-Five Thousand ($25,000.00) Dollars
and is within the jurisdiction of this Court.

5. Venue is proper in the 3rd Judicial Circuit Court.

§. On or about May 24, 2000, Maintiff subrogors were the owners of a 1998 Ford
Expedition, blue in color, WH#IFMEU!?L:WI_

7. Om or about May 24, 2000 such vehicle, while sitting unattended and without its
enginc running in a parking lot in the City of Troy, Michigan, was destroyed
when it ignited and bumned.

¢ it oo o,

_pmd Plaintiff subrogors for the fire damage to their vehicle.

9. The fire was caimed by electrical equipment designed, manulactured, and
installed by Ford.

10. Ford had an opportumity to inspect the vehicle subsequent to such fire, but did
oot.

11, The vehicle was damaged in the amount of $27,035.49.

Count I
Breach of Express Warranty
MCL 440.2313

12. Plalraiff incorporates by reference each and every sllcgation contained in

patagraphs 1-11 of this Complaint a¢ though fully restated herein.

STELMAHLAW OFFICE HE1 OACHAND LAXE ROAD, AUTTEZM, WEST BLOCMFELD, MICHIAAN 4512351 PHONE (RAE) EX16000 FAX (2aF) 4518000
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13. On or about September 1997, Plaintiff subrogors’ purchased a new 1998 Ford
Expedition from Leadership Fard located in or around Dallas, Texas, and
continuously and exclusively owned such vehicle at all times relevant to this
matter.

14, At the tirne of such purchage, there existed a three-year or 36,000-mile express
initial factory waranty on such vehicle, provided by Defendant.

15. There was also an extended warmanty purchased by Plaintiff subrogors extending
the wamranty period to scven years or 100,000-miles.

16. That on or ahont May 24, 2000, such vehicle's cdometar read 32,360 miles.

17. That on or about May 24, 2000, at approximately 1:40 & m., Plaintiff subrogor's
1998 Ford BExpedition, while pa:kéimtruming and vmoccupied, ignited in
flames.

18. That such fire"s origin, it was determined, as a result of the Troy Fire
Depariment’s investigation, incident number 2000490, to be accidental in
nature,

19. That as a result of Plaintiff's investigation, it determined that the fire originated
in the wiring harness that travels along the radiator shroud where a short to
ground occumred sufficicnt to cause arcing and fusing of the wiring, ignition of
the witing insulation and immediste combustibles with the fire extending ngrovard
and outward from that location causing the damage.

20. That st the time of such loss, Plaintiff subrogora’ vehicle was covered under and
subject to Defendant’s bumper-to-bumper, three-vear or 36,000-mile express
waranty and additionslly, the extended warranty.

EROS-208-LC-4311
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21. Defendont has failed to compensate Plaintiff for the demages resulting from the
vehicle-firc loss, which under its express warmnties was required to do.

22. That on or ahout May 24, 2000, there was in effect 2 policy of insurance issued
by Plaintiff to . - f.:xthcr, zs  direct
arud proximate result of the Defendant’s breach of its express waranties, Plaintiff
paid to Plaintiff subrogacs, ot on their behalf, the sm of $27,035.49.

23, That pursuant to the pofiey of insurance, and common law, Plaintiff is subrogated
to the rights, title and interest of any cause of action Plaintiff subrogors might
have aguinst Defendant ta the extent of the amount of monies paid by Plaintiff to,
or on behalf of, its insmed.

24, That Defendant is liahle under a theory of breach of express warranty for damage
dong to Plaintiff subrogors' 1998 Foed Expedition, stemming from the fire that
occwred on or about May 24, 2000, which was determined, as a result of
Plaintiff’s investigation to be the cause of the damages to Plaintiff subrogors’
vehicle, for which damages were paid by Plaintiff to, or on behalf of, its
subrogors.

25. Plaintiff is owed $27,035.49 exclusive of interest, costs and attorney fees.

Connt [ ]
Breach of Implied Warranty of Fitmess & Merchantability . -
MCL 4402314

26, Plainiiff incorporates by reference each and every allegation contained in
paragraphs 1-25 of this Complaint as thongh fully restated herein.

27. That the Defendant manufiichrred a vehick: that earried with it an inplied
wartanty that the vehicle would perfonm as reasonably expected far its

ERes-—pes 1 oup12
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reasonably-expected intended purpose; i-e. when a vehicle is used as commonly
and ordinarily used, to function without igniting, such that it would be reasanably
expected that no fire would pecur while the vehicte was parked and with its
engine not running.

28. Defendant breached that implied warranty as evidenced by the igniting and
buming of the vehicle.

29. That on or about May 24, 2000, there was in effect a policy of insurance issued
by Plaintiff to Plaintiff subrogors, and further, a3 a direct and proximate result of
Defendant’s breach of itz implied warranty for fitness of intended purpose,
Plaintiff paid to Plaintiff subrogors, or on their behalf, the sum of $27,635.49.

30. That pursvant to the policy of insurance, and common law, Plaintiff is subrogated
to the rights, title and interest of any canse of action Plaintiff's subrogot might
have apainst Defendant to the extent of the amount of monies paid by Plaintiff to,
ot on behalf of, its insured.

31. That Defendant is liable under a theory of breach of implied wamanty of fitness
mdmﬁchmmbi]iiy for damage done to Plaintiff subrogors’ 1998 Ford
Expedition, stemming from the fite that occutred on or about May 24, 2000,
which was determined, as a result of Plaintiff's investiﬁatinn to be the cause of
the damages to Plaintiff subrogors’ vehicle, for which damages mrepaidhy'—
PlairetifT to, ar on behalf of, its subrogors,

32, Pleniff is owed $27,035.49 exclusive of interest, costs and attomey fess.

Count IT1
Violation of I5 USCA 52301 2t seq. (Magnuson-Moss Warranty Act)

ERS-0e8-L01p13
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33. Plaintiff incorporates by refercnce cach and every allegation contained in
paragraphs 1-33 of thiz Complaint as though fully restated herein.

M, Defendant is & supplicr of consumer goods subject to the provisions of the
Msagnusan-Moss Warranty Act (“Act”).

3. Plaintiff subrogors are consumers as defined by the Act.

35, The 1998 Ford Expedition is a consumer product as defined by the Act.

37. There was a warranty relating to the 1998 Ford Expedition at issue with the
expreds terms of the watranty being: Three (3) Years/16,000 miles.

38. There was also an extended warmanty purchased by Plaintiff’s subrogors
extending the warranty period to Seven (7) Years/ 160,000 miles.

39. That on or about May 24, 2000, therc were approximately 32,000 miles on the
1998 Fonl Expedition.

40, That pursuant to the express warranty, and as a result of the damage done to
Plaintiff’s subrogors’ 1998 Ford Expedition, stemuning from the fire that
occurted on or about May 24, 2000, which was determined, as a resuit of
Plaintiff’s investigation to be the cause of the damages to Plaintiff’s subrogors’
vehicle, for which damages wera pald by Plaintiff to, or on behalf of, its
subrogors, Defiendant is required to compensate Plaintiff for the damages relating
to the 1998 Ford Expedition. _

41, Defendent has failed to compensate Plaintiff for the damages resnlting from the

-

vehicle-fire loss.
42_ That on or about May 24, 2008}, there was in effect a policy of insurance issued

o v Y = =
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and proximate result of the negligence of Defendant, Plaintiff paid to Plaintiff's
subrogors, or on their behalf, the sum of $27,035.49.

43, That pursuant to the policy of insurance, and common lew, PleintifY is subrogated
to the rights, title erd interzst of any cause of action Plaintiff's subrogors might
have against Defendant to the extent of the amount of monies patd by Plaintiff to,
or on behalf of, its insured.

44. That the Act requires the Defendant to pay the reasonable attorniey fees of the
Plaintiff, in the event of recovery under the Act

45, Plaintiff is owed $27,035.49 exclusive of interest, costs and attorney fees.

Count [V
Breach of Contraci

46. Plaintiff incorporates by referenve each and every allegation contained in
paragraphs 1-45 of this Complaint as though fully restated hetein.

47. On or shoul September 1997, Plaintiff subrogors entered into an agreement to
purchase a new 998 Ford Expedition.

43. That pursuant to such agreemnent, Defendant warranted the vehicle from bumper-
to-bumper for the duration of three (3) years or 36,000 miles.

49, There was alzo an extended warmnty agreement between Plaintiff subrogors and
Defendant extending the warranty period to seven {7) years or 100,000 miles ;

50. That on or about May 24, 2000, such vehicle's odometer rend 32,360 miles.

51. Thet on or about Mgy 24, 2000, at approximately 1:40 a.m_, Plaintiff sebroger’s
1998 Ford Expedition, while parked, not runming and unnceupied, ignited in
flames.
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52. That such fire’s origin, it was detcomined, as a result of the Troy Fire
Department's investigation, incident number 2000-490, to be accidental in
nanre,

53. That as a result of Plaintiff"s investigation, it determined that the fire originated
in the wiring harness that travels along the mdiator shroud where a short to
ground occurred sufficient to cause arcing and fusing of the wiring, ignition of
the wiring 'msqlatinn and immediatc combustibles with the fire extending upward
and cutward from that location causing the damage,

54. That the agreement between the parties required Defendant to pay Plaintiff
subrogors for such damages to the vehicle.

55. That while Plaintiff subrogors fully performed according to the partics’
agreement; Defendant has failed to perform its obligations under tha agreement
by not paying for the fire damage to the vehicle.

56. Plaintiff has made manerous demands of Defendant to remunerate Plaintiff and
Defendant has failed to pay the same.

57. Defendant’s conduct as described herein consbitiutes a breach of the partics’

agreement.
58. That on or sbout May 24, 2004, there was in effect a policy of insurance issved
by Ptaineor o | . v, o  direc
and proximate resuit of the breach of contract of Defendant, Plaintiff paid to
Plazntiff sutwogors, or on thetr behalf, the sum of $27,035.49.
59, That pursuant to the policy of insurance, and commoen law, Plaintiff is subtogated
ta the rights, title and interest of any canse of action Plaintiff subrogors might

ERE3-H05-1.C-4018




|| have against Defendant to the extent of the amount of monies paid by Plaintiff to,

or on behalf of, its insured.

60. Plaintiff is owed 327,035.49 exclusive of interest, costs and attomey fees.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respecifully requests this Honorable Court enter Judgment

against Defendant in the amount of §27,035.49, plus interest, costs, and attorney fees.

[ declare the above statements ig ba aceurate to the beat of my information, knowiedge, and balicf,

Respectfully submitted,

STILLMAN LAW OFFICE

Dated: October 31, 2003
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MASSOCIATES

fmematigaton s Consulbants

"SW9 East Larned, Sulte 100
Detralt, Michigan 492754116
ROG31 3 964-0335

1 B0d 941-2909
v b - Rt rarn
dangherndon-sasoc. com

ROD. Sox 27
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Llowrsend i Michigan,
Olrle, Iiinnds

June &5, 2000

IN RE: Natlonwide Claim Ho._
HEA File No. 00-1109

PREDICATION:
This report ia predicated upon the reguest of Mr.

"Chris Rozewseki, Nationwide Claims Representative, to

conduct an investigatien into | vi:h
apecial reference to the fire loas of a 1993 Ford,
Bxpeditiaon.

SECEETARY OF BT.lTE :

Thraugh the Eecretar]r nf Bta.te. the fnllmr:l.ng
information wae cbtained:

NO RECORD OM COMPUTER (TEXAS REGISTRATION)

ZHGPECTION :
Cn May 25, 2000, this Inveptigator arrived at

Coleman‘’s Towing Iin Troy to conduct .an inveatigation
intao the fire lnsia of a 1594 Fard Expedition.

Om:e at the ﬂr.:ene, a cleas J.anecI:iun prnvidad the
following information:

SEE ENCLOSED IH?BBTIGJLTIDH REPORT

L]

prior to laaving the apene, gaveral 35mm color
photographs were taken and are enclossd.

on May 25, 2000 at 12:35 p.m., this Investigator
arrivad at Coleman’s Towing in Troy. to. gonduct an
origin and dausde investigation lntn the Eire lgma of

a 1998-Ford; Expedition, blue 1 Vehicle :
-Identification Nymber .1 1752 . . .



IN RE: HNationwide Claim No. _

H&A Fili No. D0-110SVF: ¢

Juns &, 1000
Bage 2.

Upon arriving at the facllity, the vehicle ia located and
identified by its wvehicle ldentification number locared on the
federal manufacturea label on the driver’s door. Initial
observations rewveal evidence of fire damage to the front wrap
around bumper, chrome section of the bumper, griil, headlight
aggembly and aluminum hood. The fire further haa extended
venting out the wheel well on the left or driver's gide., The
investigation coptinuea, and there is smoke staining to the
windshisld and partial conoumption cE the cowling in the center
to left or drivers side.

At thia time, sntry ia gained into the passenger compartment,
where the odoineter reads 32,360 miles. The examination further
reveals that the paasenger door window was broken in during the
course of the fire as indicated by the glass found within the
pasaenger compartment. At this time, no evidence of any fire
damage could be found within the passenger compartment.

The inventigation is now focuaed to the cargo area, where there
ise no evidence of any fire damage.

The examination of the fusl tank, fill tube and gas cap revealad
that they are intact with no evidence of any fuel l=akage.

The inveetigation ima now focused to the front clip of the
vehicle, where there is the vemains of the aluminum hood still
attached to the brackek. At thie time, the hood has been
alevated into the ailr utilizing part of the jack apasembly and a
close examinaticn of the baktery in the right front, revseale
avidence of exposurs fire damage. The positiwve battery cable haa’
bean removed an upon touching same to thes pogitive lug, energy ia
gtill present. within rhe hattary. The axaminatlon further F
raveals wiring partially void of insulation that travels along
the bulkhead from the starter solencid terminal, travela over tao
the left or driver's side, where the insulation once again
becomes intsact. The examination of the main wiring loom reveals
evidence of lnsulation still present on wiring and no evidence of
any electrical faulting could be found. The investigation iz now
facuased to the power distribution center, where a subatantial
amount of cnmhuatihlgﬂ reguin. The investigation contipues, and
wiring within'this area reveals plug connectors present, wiring
insulaticn present apd areas of the wiring which' is exposure fire
damaga and the inqulatlnn has been cansumed
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The examination ig now focused to the wiring hatneaa that travels
in frent of the air-conditioning condenser, wiring is void of
insulation for the section where the grill would be located,
however, upen tracing the remaining wiring harness, into the
radistor support, the wiring insulation hecome intact. The
exagination continues, and the fuel lines, located in the left
rear of the emyine, are 1lntact as they connect inte the fusl rail
and there iz some evidence of minor expoaure damage.

The inveatigation ia refocused o the maln wiring harneas cthat
travelsa in front of the air-conditioning condenser, amdl a close
examinaticn reveals evidence of arced and fused wiring. The
examination further reveals evideance of demarcation ia the air-
conditioning condenaesr on the exterior of the vehicle.

At thia time, after completing the above inspection and
examination, it was the copinion of this Investigator that the
fire was accidental in nature. It is further the opinion of this
Inveatigator that the fire originated within tha main wiring loom
that travels berwseen the air-conditioning condshser and the
grill, where thare is evidence of arcing and fusing of the wiring
sufficient to ignite the wiring lnsulation into open flame, with
the fire extending cawvsing the damage present. The fire 1=
deemed to be an accldantal Eire, ®lectrical in nature.

NICR VIMASSIST:

A raview of the NICB Vinassist indicates that tha 1998 Ford,
Expadition XLT, 4x2, 18 eguipped with a 5.4 litexr, engine and was
agpgembled in Hayna Huchigan _

g

A search of the Hatignal nghway Traffic & 3afety Administration,
Recall Database produced three recnrds pertailning to the vehicle
in guestion. Upon reviewing same, none were Enund te pertain to
the fire in quastion.

A Eurther searnh waa conducted of the National Highway Traffiec &
Safaty Administration, Investigations Database which producead one
record pertaining the vehicle in guesgtién. TUpon reviewing gamea,  :
it was. Euundi not o peftain to ths fire in questiom.

ERDS-I03-LCc-4020
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ALL DATA JYSTEM:
A search of the All Data System produced one racall and a numbar
0f technical service bulletins pertalning to the vehicle in

queation. Upcon reviewing same, none were found to pertain to the
Fire in questiaon.

MMEDR JWTRBVIEN:
On May 24, 2000, at 4:58 p. Devin Jardan
conducted an Interview with who ia Ehe Eikle

holder, orne of the named insured’s and principal drivar of the
vahicle in question. FPurther quastion revaaled that no one
=lge drives the vehicle other than h

The fire was dizcovered on May 24, 20400 at 2:00 a.m. according to
the poclice. The weather conditions were cocl and brsezy. The
location of the fire was near the resldence on Brentwood Street
in Troy. Bubssquently, unidentified persons conducted 511 and
the troy fire department responded and axtinguilahed a fire
involving the 1998 Ford, Expedition. The vehicle in queaticn ie
equipped with an eight-cylinder and was purchased new in
September of 15%7. ffom Leadership Ford, In Dallag, Taxas. AL
the time cE the purchase, there was a three-year, 36,000 nile
warranty amd an extended warranty was cbtained for eeven years or
100,000 mllea.

When questioned regarding any warranty service performed, it was
learned that the fropt pasgenger power window solenoid was
replaced under warranty. This service was performed at
Leadarship Ford. . v

When questionad regarding any service work performed, it was
learned that a 30,000 mile checkup and emisalon cleanad, oil
change  trans serxvice, cooling system flush, and smissicn Bystem
aexvica wan parformed at Middlekauff Foxrd in Plano, Taxanm.

AL the time of the fire, the fuel tank was approximately half
full and the dealer normally c¢hecks the fluid levels. The last
porson to have entered tha engine compartment woitld hawve bman
Middlekauff Ford for the 30,000 mile checkup on April 13, 2000.

Tha insured went bn te stated that oil changds are secured év;ry'
3,000 miles and she never has to add any other fluids in between
eil changes. Further quastioning revealed that she has pot

ERES-D08- (-4221
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experienced any mechanical or electriczl problema with the
vehicle. Mileagse at the time of the purchase was new, mileage at
the time of the firse loes was 32,000 mileas.

When questionsd regarding rece=iving any recall notices, campaigns
or correapondsnce from the manufacturer, she indicated that she
did recelwve a recsll, something in the dashboard with the washer
contzols, however, 1t was satinfied at Leadership Ford.

Purthaery questioning revealed that oo acgesmories have been added
to the vehicle, all aquipment is factory asgquipment. The lpsured
went on to satate that the vehicrle ia equipped with an immobilizer
aystem and there 1a a hand-held remote unit for locking and
unlocking tha doora. At the time of the flre, all deocre were
locked, all windowg were up.

The insured want on bto state rhat she does in fact have a
portable telephone, it was plugged in, however, the telephone waz
off at the time of the fire.

Bince cwnership of the vehicle, it has not been involwed in an
accident apd. it wam learned that the wehicle had been parked
gince 8:30 p.m. with the fire discovered by the insured at 8:30
a.m. The inaured went on to state that ghe has not experienced
any operability problems, there ig no warning lights illuminatred,
gha did not detect any odors or hear amy holses prior ko the
fire.

In a short scenario, the ipsured atated that the vehicle was
movad from the parking area at the imsured’s condo complex to a
court on Hrentwood Street for mtrset repair at B:30 p.m. by the
ingsured. AL 8:30.a.m. on May 24, 2000, the insured went out to ;
get the newapaper and har car was gone. At this time, a neighhur
told her that the car caught fire around 1:40 a.m. and flames
wore coming ocut the engine compartment. The neighbor then went
cn to that the fire department responded and knocked on the doors
in an attempt to locate the owner, but could not link tha wehicla
to the inaured because the truck wag not in the normat parking
ar=a atk 1579 Brentwood, and that: it had a Texaz license plate.

AL the time of the fire, the hood was cloped, all docrs ware
cloaed and locked and all windows were up. The insur&d atates

ghe haa never spoken to the f;rnm:n and she has ro idea as ta the
caupe of the firm. H "

EPDS-0058-1 049327
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TROY FX P 1

A gaarch of the Troy Fire Department records produced incident
numbher 2000-490. The alarm date and time is Wednesday, May 24,
2000, ac L:50 a.m. The fire department arrived at 1:58 a.m. and
claared the scene at 2:1% a.m. The incident type was listed as
passdenger vehicle fire. The action taken was to extinguish the
fire. The area of origin was listed as the engine area, with the
heat aource listed a2 arcing. The item first ignited was
electrical wire cable inhsulatien, the type of material ignited
was plagtic. The cause of lgnition wae failure of equipment or
heat source. {See enclamad report).

CORCEORTON:

Having completed an examination of the wvehicle, reviewed an
interview with the insured, conducted research pertaining to the
vehicle in queation, reviewed compariacn photographa and based
upon all of the information known at the time of the preparaticn
of this report, it ia the opinion of both Investligators thabk the
fire was accidental in nature. It 1la further the opinion of both
Investigators that the fire originated in the wiring harmess that
travels along the radiator shroud where a short to ground
occurred sufficient ta cause arcing and fuaing of the wiring,
ignicion of the wiring insulacicn and immediate combustibles with
the fire axtending upward and outward from that location cauaing
the damage preaent. The fire 1s deemsd to be an accidental fire,
electrical in nature. It should be noted that the vehicle has a
three-yeax, 34,000 wmile warranty and at the time of the fire, the
veahicle was presently under the initlal factory warranty.

At this time, we are closing our fils and Ecrwarding our repnrti
and photographa for your raview.

WMM

Waltar Q. Herndon Jr.

¥ H
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17 . A.vidw of welilcle identffiéition wsber
. -:.';l?ﬂJlTLZlhdentiffing the, 1958 Ford
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2.  An gverail view of the rear of tha vehicle.
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3. A view of the right rear of the vehicle.

. - 4. A view of the passenger aide of the vehicle with
: T the paaszangetr door window brokem in.
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5. A view of the right Eronk.
. | ; €.  -A ¥iew of the left. fronki . T
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A viswe of the drivarx aida,
i A wiew of £Lre danage Lo tha painl:ed: surface of
the hood and lLeft fendar.
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: 8. A view of the battery.
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10. A view of the engine.







13. A view of the passsngsr conpartment from the

drivara aldas,
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14. A cloas—vup view of the odonater xeading 32, 360
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A viaw of tha b:uken glaas .1.n t,hu passenger

A viaw d-pinti.ng. the ::i.ghl: fmt daor window

hrom in.




u "1‘.'-'. h wiew of t:.hq !:u]rs .Ln th.e .1.qn.1tinn
- I. ' 'III'.'-...‘.‘---.".‘-.|I‘IIF.‘I'I‘._'."“.I."II‘-I-I-II
) - 8. An ovarall view of ﬂ.n :Ianlg-u.- tn tha pnint-:l
. LR mn:fm of the bood, i
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19. An overall view of firs damige to the grill,
. ; : - headlight asseshliss and lagd.
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20. A view of discclagation of the. frent humper.
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'21. A close-up view of fire damage tc the alumdnum
hoad. - - :
. 22, A viaw of a H.L:ing harnaas thlt travels along
- . tha radiator shrotd from thae' d:iiu:: ‘sica to Che

passsnger aide.




2. A view of f:liu:utring-r harneds at 1d'li-=h point a
. portion of tha hlm:llight is meltad snd I:hln
. " becomas ‘intact. -
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-25. A view of slectrical wiring' travelling to the
ntartar molenald pul:.t.n.lly wold of illlu.l.at:l.on.._
B ll-.‘lll-l-ll"ll'----'-l"'.-'-'--l‘lli'.“-t"lil‘.'lllilill-'
i 26. A view of ths wiring harnens thet travals I.lnn-g'
tha bolkhaad H:lth insulation etill intact,
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27. A view of the atarter solenoid relay.

28. A view of diacoloratlon of the frant bumpar.




; 29, X view of fire diamage to 'thﬂ-]-:ll'l'.ltiﬂ shroud
.57 | hensath the hmgper. '
30, K viesw of sxposire fira damsge to the
) transwliession &n:uler lines..




31. Another view of exposurs fire damage to the
tranamiaaion coolsr linaa.
32. A view of esposuce Cire damage to the
cranamissicn coolar linasx.,
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33 A view deplcting arcing and foa

- -imglicating it HI. uprq.‘l.zﬂ
fire.




4. Another view of the arcing and fused wiring.
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" 35, A view of arced and !u.uudrﬁ‘:l.ringu"




A viaw of the wiring harriess
to the right or passanger aids.

as it travels over

as




A alose-up view of tha laft or drivers zide
whare the brackst is heavily rusted and pittad.
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as. A view of the right front whera the upper
radiator hode connecta. T

37.
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A view of tha laft :runt uf the sngine
ma.ﬂ:mnt.

.
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A view of malting to the-aluwinum hood in the
front, as wall as, the underside oonfirwing the
heat ratdintad from tha engine m:l‘.‘mpnt
outward.
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IN RE: NHationwide Claim ¥o. 087114
H&A File No. 00-1105VF
Suzarme Bragman

PREDICATION:
This report is predicated upon the request of Mr. Chris

Rozewski, Nakionwide Claims Repre tative, to coaoduct an
inveatigation intaﬂwith gpecial raference
to a mechanical analysis of a 1958 Ford, Expeditcion.

RESXARCH:

On May 26, 2000, this Inveatigator arrived at Protech in
Belleville, Michigan, for the purpoae of obtaining
comparison photographs of a 1998 Ford, Expediticen. A 1398
Ford, - Expeditlon, was found whi icle .
Idantification Number 1FMRULAWD The wiring was
traced from the power diatribution box alomg the front of
the wvehicle, which revaals the wiring travels along the
left or pamsmpenger slde fender, acrosa the front behind the
haadlighta, where it travels beatwean the radlator and the
front -portion of the framing for the front end and for the
headlight asgembly. .

-I'

A cdlose examination of the area, reveala a plastic clip
holding the wiring in place. Upon cloge examination, just
below the clip on the left or passenger eide, this
Investigator observed a rusted spot whers the taping

around the wiring is rubbing againat the frame. Closge

examination revealed that it has not penetrated through

the tape into the wiring at thia time. FPurther

examination of the routing reveals it trawvels upward
batwean the radiator and the air conditioming anndnnper,
and io fastened by plaatic clipa alo tha fronts crusﬂ
member. toe the right glde of the wvehic - r

ENES-908-LC-A3AT
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On the 1598 Ford, Expedition, the wiring on the left sidse is
routed from the power distribution center to the headlighta and
the fog lights. It then travela across the front of the wehicle,
connecting to the right and left impact pensor. From there, it
travals te the right side of the vehlcle where it connects to the
wapher pump, the washer level gauge, to the headlights., to the
air conditioning low presesure ewltch, and to the fog lamps. The
vehicle is not equipped with air suaspenaion. BExamination of the
vehicle revealed that there ia no power to the pump wiring
barness with the key and the headlights in the off poaiticn.

JEROHE DUNCAN FOFD

On June 1, 2000, at 4:00 p.m., this Investigator arrived at
Jderome Duncan Ford in Sterling Heights, Michigan, for the purpose
of remearching the front wiring harpneass that travels in the area
of the radiator. This Investigatoer spoke with the Service
Adviger, Dale Alliscn, who then referred me to their technicilan,

. Jim, (last name not given). The technician was questioned
whether or not power would travel through the front wiring
harness with the key off and the headlights off. The techniclan
examined his wiring diagrama and stated that if the vehicle is
equipped with air suspenslon, power would travel from the power
dlgtribution through that harness to the air suspension
compressor motor apnd vent solencid aasembly or relay.

ALIDATA SYSTEM)

A search of the Alldata System regarding the alectronic level
control, reveals that the air compressor relay is located in the
right fromt of the vehicle and is connacted or travels through +
the front wiring harmese that travels along the upper portion of
the radiator. Further research reveals the air compreseor is
located on the right Front of the vehicle and is further routed
through the Iront wiring harness that travels along the top of
the radiator.

On June &, 2000, at 9:00 a.m., this Inveatigateor spaké with Chria

Rozawaki, at which time Mr. Rozewskl atated that tha owner '

indicated the vehicla was equipped with air suspension equipment.
! a

-_ ¥ : -z .F S, . : L .
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CONCIATIION :

From the information apcertained during the course of this

regearch, it was determined that the vehicle is equipped with air
suppennion, which would indicate that the wiring traveling acroas
the front of the radiator Efrom the laft to right side, would have
power with the key off to the air suspensicn relay cor compredscr.

At this tima, we are cloaing our file and forwarding our report
and photeographa for your review.

Ghoacd/ b

Edward W. Nightingale
Cartified Master Mechanic

ENN/11
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. COMEARISON PHOTOGRAPHS
. -
: _ £
’ 1. A vipw of the vehicle identification pusber of
. tha vehicle used for comparison photographs.
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2. A view of tha front of the vahicia.
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A view ravealing the pla;tj.p shroud which covers
Ehe wiring harness.
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A view of the wiring travalling in tha arsa af
tha laft front of tha vahlicla.




Tim

A view of Che wiring trawvelling betwean the

radiator and tha front framing.
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1 nloaar viay ravealing the wilcing.
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Ta A view indicating a rusted apot in the arsa just
- healow the clip on the leaft aide.
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B. Annl'.hl: view of tha witing mnli.ng the mtld

mpat.




9. A'view of the wiring moved revealing the rubbing

againak the taping around the wiring harneas.
1o, Another viaw of the rusted apot on the taping of
: the wiring.




EL. A view Turthex raw-lj.:_lg: tha alight rubbing on
) che wiring barness,
iz A view of- tha amall rusat apot on tha framing of
the vahicle from rubbing againat the wiring.

.




13. A view revealing the wiring routcing.

14. A cloaer view of the wiring reuting.




15. A view of . the plastic clips used to hold the
wiring in placa,
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TROY FIRE DEPARTMENT Incident Raport Prioted; 0573172000 13:35:03
Prge: | 2000-0000430-000
t . I : Basic
Alsews Date and Time 01:50:07 Wednesday, May 24, 2000 -
Arrival Time 01:38:44
Controfled Dats and Thma ’
Last Unit Clearod Dis imd Tims 02:15:1]1  Wednesday, May 24, 2000
Response Time a9-08:37
Prioglty Response Yes
Complatad Yes
Reviewed Yea
Fire Department 316
Shit . A
Incident Type 131 - Passaniper vohicle fire
Add Given or Receivad N - None
Al 1
Action Taken 1 11 - Extinguish
Propaety Loas $10.000.00
Costeats Loss $HO.D0
Froperty Ve £30.000.00
Coutents Valus £1,600.00
Property Use 952 - Rewjdartial street, road or resideatint driveway
Location Type
Addreas
City, Smte Zip A
Disyict 5-C
f Poraos Tavolyed/Propecty Owaer - BRAGMAN, SUSANNE
Ovmnew -
i
First Name
Businsss Nane
Street Addysy
City, State Zip -
Phowa
Arsa of Origin 83 - Engiae area, mang geur, wheel erew
Hest Homrse 13 - Arcing '
Toem: First Ignited 11 - Elecirical wire, cabls inalation ‘
Confined To Origin ¥
Typs of Matexial 41 - Plastic
Com: of Ipuition 3 - Faiture of equipmet or beat source
Conifbution To Ignition 1 UL - Undetermined
ot Faclory Nonrg .
Mobils Raquipont Invoived 3 - Involved in ignition and bumed
Mokle Equipmmi Type 11 - Pamonger cxr.
Mobile Bquipmen Maks FO - Fard
Mobile Equipment Model ; Expedition ;
Mobile Equipmment ¥eer 1998 . x
Mobile Equipment VN d 1mmlmm- .
.mmm PTLVR _




TROY FIRE DEPARTMENT inckdent Raport Printed: 05/31/2000 13:35:10
Page: 2 2000-0000480-000
' ) . Flir»
Mabile Equlpmeat State  — T
’ Apparains - B5l
Apparahe 1T Bii
Response Time 0:03:02
Apparntus Dispstch Date aid Tune 0t:51:02  Wedneeday, May 24, 2000
En routs to scoos date and tims 01:55:51 Wadnesday, May 24, 2000
Apparataa Avrival Dt snd Tiene 01:58:33  Woduesday, May 14, 2000
Apparat Clasr Datn snd Tima 02:19:31 'Wednondey, My 24, 2000
Apparatim priority responss Yo
Apparat [ap 1
Appuratus Action Taken 1 11 - Extinguish
Apparstas Typs 12 - Trock o aexial
Apparatus - FOS
Apparatus ID FO&
Rezpanse Time 0:04:54
Appagatrs Dizpateh Dato and Time 015104 Wedneday, May 24, 2000
BEn rogbe to 3cans date aod thne 41:89:50 Wadnesday, May 24, 2000
Apparsits Axrival Dats mnd Tine 01:58:44  Wadnesdwy, Mey 24, 2000
Appsratis Clear Duts and Tlme 02:19:90 Wadnexdiny, May 24, 2000
Apparains priority respanss Yex
Apparati Use [
Type 92 - Chisf officer car
Apparstos - B2
Apparsim ID 82
Responss Tlne 00319
Apparstiy Dispatch Dyte and Tkna 05245  Wednesdsy, May 24, 2000
EA roto #0 scens dets apd tims 01:5330  Wednesdsy, Mey 24, 2000
Apperstes Arrival Drata aod Tene - 0L:58:49  Wednesdy, May 24, 2000
‘Apparstes Clasr Das gad Time NZ19:31  Wedaesdsy, My 24, 2
Apparsben priorily responss Yeu
Appersius Upy - 1
Apparaies Typs 11 - Engios
2
Ecporied By 302 - Sinclair, Richard H
' 02342  Wednonisy, Moy 24, 2000
Officer In Charge 617 - McKxy, Joscph B
023477 Wadnoaday, May 24, 2000
Raviewsr 1 = Zinwy, Chria
051601  Tueadsy, My 30, 2000
Narcatives
Numative Name CAD Narative - .
- Nygmative Type CAD Narutive P
NamtiveDane ¢ - . :
Naratfve Text F200012 FVEHICL VEHICIEFIRE

Susprm, Eec. Pl 5.0 Varses 1413




TROY FIRE DEPARTMENT Incldent Report Prinked; 05712000 13:35:17

Page: 3 Z000-0000490-004
’ ) : " t . Narraifves T -
ma— T RPT 61 DEG............. SAT4 ’
RECOMMENDED NI
End of Rzpat

-
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3 Exst Lurnad, Suke 100

VEHICLE FIRE
INVESTIGATION

. FireDept. 728y .

Date/Time OF Investigatis f-ﬂfﬂ@pfw Mo ———

Detrole, Michigan strté-a)1¢  Yehicle Examined At DL RIS TDLT 0w ﬂ;? ?'FEM
X313 9640336 Location At Time Of FHBM*J Y y
1 800 964-109 Alley 1 Building O] /Garage jeld I F DPﬂkDPkmﬁStrm
- davcc. o Damﬂfﬂm#“%ﬂnﬂf #_@
) Description Of Vehicie
R, box 17
By CRy, Michigem 49712 Pl
616 5325343
Licengd in Michigan,
Ofvia, Mot
-
P
Dashhoard: fntsct Miasing Partially Consumed | | Consumed |
Radio: Intact Missing
Speakers: Tntact Missing
Firewsll: Intact Bregched By Fire

Igmmmﬂummgmmmmljuﬁmmgmm Thumb Assist Off ,
Tampered With/Intsct [_| Tempered With/Defeated [ | Destruyed By Fire [ | In Debris [

Steering  Intact/Locked [§] Intact/Unlocked [] Tampered With/Iatact [ ] -
Columa: Tampered With/Defeatsd [[] Misming [ ] Destroyed By Fire lj
Front Seat: Intact Misaing Partially Consmmed Congumed .
Rear Seat: Intnct L«ﬂ'mm Puﬁmyﬂmmd dommadl_ NA |
Ttems= In Glove Box u
Owner's Mamual ﬂ mm;-w 1
Air Bag: -
Driver's Side Imaut E B Deployed Fire Damaged HIAE
. Pusg. Skie llﬂllil! Deployed Fire Damnged N/A :
Iﬂg}ﬂ Nooe Found E] In Ignition ]il AtScens || mDewis [

| mm/n@uﬂmwﬂmmﬂwﬂrmﬂ-'
Ti3e Tafbrmaaion: (aks Of Traaster To Cosrect OwmesMiongs)




VEHICLE FIRE
INVESTIGATION

. 14 Pmnnﬂl:Eﬂ'ﬁ:tl_lIu

Passenget Conipartment . 11 ) . e
Engine Conmpartment '
3 Limited Jammed i
Ea_m (Hood ) L4 Open ﬂ Forced Open By hnvestigator ||
Missing Partially Stripped | | Fire Damaged [/
Missing Fire Dameged )
Missing Fire Damaged [/
NOTE: D.5.F= DRAINED AY FIRE - .
. { Radistor Brake Pawer Steering
D.B.F. DBE L DBE }]
Partially Consumed A\  Consumed
Partially Consumed " Consumed
No [ Unknown []
Treadwear No. Of Lugs Missing
7 T
L ', . 4
u_ o
Firc Damaged Forced Entry
Fire Demaged Forced Entry
Fire Damaged ~ Porced Entry
Fire Damaged Forcex] Sntty
Fnuw Forced Entry
: LY
_; Fickap. ' | [T Uiy Velisie T
Trusk Lock; M||m|rﬁuw|rmliﬂm Forved
. lfFuud,ByWhnm?
" Yes [ | No [} Unkmown [} EstryToTrmk: Yea [} No [
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VEH!CLE FIRE
INVESTIGATION
Thmk Gontenti = - _‘,- PR € _ .
Spare Tire:  Jtact Missing | | OnVehicle | | Fire Damaged |
m Intact Missing [ | AtSccme [ | Engine Compartment [ |

Other Contents/Personal Effects In Trunk Compartment/Cargo Area:

Totat X Misaing | | Ml Crackod By Heat | | Brokea] [ia ] [0t ]
Yes ﬂ Mo []
w-@mmEmaMnyﬂmDmDmDQmE
Up " Down

Ttact MhsingEMamm&edByHm'DBmmD'h[]bu[:
Up Down Stationery , '
Intact [\/} Missing [ ] Melted/Cracked By Heat [ | Broken [ | [ ] Out [
Stationary

foiact V(| Missiog | | Mclic/Cracked By Heat] |Boken] [in] | Owt]

mmmljmmaym[lﬂmm DIHDQ"fE

- Intact [ M Missing [ | Meited/Crucked By Heat [ | Broken | JIn [ ] Out [ ]
Down | | Stationary o
' :mmmdnyﬂmumﬁw@‘mc
Down LI - -
Missing Closed 'Firs Dumaged
Missing - Down Firc Damaged
Missing Fire Damaged
___ Misaiug Z Fire Damaged
Missing Flem_.!ptl _
Mizsing | Leakage Noticad  Yes No
Missing Leakage Noticed Yes No




VEHICLE FIRE PP
INVESTIGATION
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SFCHNAMA “%dd Action . 05/26/00 ODA:51:12
== ) ) 4

YIN: r; 1998 Model : EXPERNITION
ame :

CRFR I P SR LR - B

.

t: Came: 400021749

1 Isgue Type: 07 LEGAL Iggue Btatus: E OFEN
i Comm Type: FH PHONE Odemeter Reading: 30000
3 Dealer: D2694 DEAN SELLERZ INC Odcmeter Type: MI
.  Symptom Desc: _ Document Number:
{ Reascn Desc: LRGAL - FIRE CLAIM Legal Issue Type: _

Origin Desc: CONSUMER AFFAIRS - LITIGATION CAN Court Code:
1 Action Desc: MAKE OQUTEOUND CALL TO DEALER CAN Award Code:

Commente: A2 AL PR COMMERTS***

LPA HAS SPOKE WITH THE 3/M WHO IS CURRENTLY ASSISTING ANOTHE
R CUSTOMER. THE S/M WILL CALL LPA BACK ONCE HE HAS FINISH
RESOLVING THE CUSTOMER CONCERNS.

ey -~y

i P1=Help F2=Actlionlist F5=Rdd F&=Dealerinfo
: FoOmPrevComment s Fl0=NextComments Fll=Menu FlZ2=Return Fli=DealerLiat
NO PREVIOUS CCMMENT LFRELS4
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SPCHNAMA Bdd Action 05/05/00 07:36:53
--::l .

VIN: 1P 7L2WI I  Year: 1998  Model: EXPEDITION

o ]

t: Cane: 400021749
Igsue Type: 7 LEGAL Iggue 3takus: E ACKNOWLEDG
Comm Type: PH PHONE Odometer Reading: 30000
Dealer: 02694 DEAN SELLFERS INC Odocmeter Type: MI

Symptom Desd:
Reagon Dage:
Origin Dese:
Action Dege:
Comments:

LEGAL - PIRE CLAIM

CONSUMER AFFAIRS - LITIGATION
MAKE DUTBOUND CALL TO CUSTOMER
***LPA COMMENTS 4%

Document Mumber -
Legal Iessun=e Type:
CAN Court Code:
CAN Award Code:

LPA SPOKE WITH THE CUSTOMER ON 0&£/01/700. THE CUSTOMER
INDICATES THAT HIS VEHICLE CAUGHT FIRE WHILE IN HIS SON'S___
DRIVEWAY. HE WAS VISITING HIS SON AND ATTENDING HIS DAUGHTER
GRADUATION AT MICHIGAN STATE WEEN THE INCIDENT OCCURRED., THE
VEHICLE I§ CURRENTLY IN THE POSSESSION OF HIS INSURANCE
COMPANY WHO HAVE DECIDED TO PAY THE CUSTOMER CLAIM. LPA

Fl=Halp

FS=mPravComments

INFORMED THE CUSTOMER THAT HIS INSURANCE COMPANY WOULD

F2=Acticnliat Fo=Add

Fli=NHextCommcnts

Fll=Meru

Fo=DealerInfo
Fl2=Heaturn Fl3=DmalerList

LPRELS4
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BFCHNAMA - %ad Action
=
F \'IH:: 1F!'[EU1'?L2E- Year: 1998 Model: EXPEDITION

; Name :
|

i Ippue Type: o1 LEGQATL
Comm Type: BH FECHE
Cealar: 02654 DEAN SELLERS INC

Symptom Depc:
Reason Deec:
Origin Desc:
Actlon Deac:
Commants:

LEGAL, - FIRE CLATM
CONSUMER AFFRIRS - LITIGATION
MAKE OUTBOAUND CALL TO CUSTOMER

RO T | S L

Cage: 400021745
ImEue Statusm: K ACKHONLEDS
ODdometer Reading: 3agno

Odometer Type: MI
Document Numbex :
Legal Ipsue Type:
CAN Court Code
CAN Award Code

INFORMED THE CUSTOMER THAT HIS INSURANCE COMPANY WOULD
FILE SUBRCGATICN IF THEY FELT FORD MOTOR COMPANY WAS LIAELE.

NO INRJURIEE WERE EUSTAINED DURING THIS ORDPEAL AND NO

OTEER RELATED DAMAGES .

s,

THE CUSTOMER SIMPLY WANTED TO LET FORD MOTOR COMPANY XNOW
THAT HIS VERTCLE CAUGHT FIRE. THE COSTOMER WAS ALSD SEEKING

SOME ASSISTANCE TOWARD A NEW VEHNICLE SINCE HIS INSURANCE

FZ=pctlionlLiat
Fl0=NextComments

Fl=Help FS=hdd

Fi=PrevComments

W Henib e

wh

Tun ik ogudllme - et it

Fl1l=Menu

F&=DealerInfo
Fli=Return Fl3=DealerList

LFRELS4
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"BFCHNAMA ‘%A4d Action I 06/05/D0 07:36:59
== "
VIN: ar: 1994 Model: EXPEDITION
Name :
Trmt = Capa: 400021749
IJasue Type: 07 LEGAL Imgue 3Jtatus: ¥ ACKNOWLEDG
Comm Type: PH FHONE Ddomater Reading: 30000
Dealer: 02694 DEAN SELLERS INC Odometexr Type: MI
Symptom Deac: Document Number:
Reason Desc: LE@AL - FIRE CLAIM I=gal Issue Type: _
Origin Desc: CONSUMER AFFAIRS - LITIGATION CAN Coyrt Code;
aAction Desc: MAERE CUTBOUND CALL TO CUSTOMER CAN Award Code: _
Commente : SOME ALSISTAMCE TOWARD A NEW VEHIOLE SINCE HIS IKSURANCE

COMPANY I8 NOT OFFERING THE AMOUNT HE PAID FOR THE VEHICLE.
Fi=Help F2=Act1onbist F5=Add Fé=DealerInfec
Fo=ProvCommenta Fli=HNextlommenta Fll=Mann Fl2=Return Fli=-DealerLlist

LFRELS54




SFCHNAMA - N ' \d Action : : ,  06/05/00 07:40:07

 m=n
VIN: 1PMBI171.2 Year: 1998 |, Model: EXPEDITION
ame : - - .
‘rn t Case: ' ) 400021749
saya Type: 07 LEGAL ) Isaua Seatus: . € ACKNOWLEDG
Comm Type: PH PHONE Odemeter Reading: 30000
Daaler: 026594 DEAN SELLERS INC Odometer Type: MI
Symptom Desc: - _ Document Number:
Reagocn Desc: LEGRL - FIRE CLATM Lagal Issue Type:

Origin Deac: CONSUMER AFFAIRS - LITIGATION CAN Court Code:

Actien Desc: REFER TO INSURANCE CARRIER - I  CAN Award {:nde: :

Commants : - ], PR COMMENTS* ¥
LPA HAS REFERRED THE CUSTOMER TO THEIR INSURANCE COMPANY

SINCE THEY WERE ALREADY INVOLVED. THE INSURANCE WOULD PROVID

E ASSISTANCE IN THE MATTER AND WILL FILE SUBROGATION AGAINST

- FORD MOTOR COMPANY, IF THEY FEEL FORD I3 LIABLE. BASED ON_

THIS INFORMATION, WE PURPOSE NC FURTHER ACTION.

Fl=Halp Fa=ActlicnLiset FS=Add Fe=Daalerinfo -
F9=Previonmante Fli=NextComments Fll=MaTua Fli=Rsbturn Fli=PealmarList
NO PREVIOUE COMMENT LPFRELS4







IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Plaintiffs, .
* CV-2002-
V. *
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, o
Defandant. *
COMPLAINT
PARTIES

1-_ an Alabama corporation deing

business by agant In Cullman County, Alabama.

2. _is over the age ufqnd resides In Cullman
County, Alzbama.

. 3. Ford Molor Company is 2 corporation with its principal place of

| business in Michigan, At all fimes relavant to the allegalions of this
Complaint, Ford Mator Company did business by agent in Cullman
Courty, Aabama.

FACTS :

4. I purctiacod a2 2001 Ford F-150 truck. On Janwary 28,
2002, sakd truck was parked at the residence of I Sev
truck caught fire and was destroyed by fire on said date.

5. Atthe time of said fire JJJJE was insured under a policy of
automobile Insurance issued by Alfa Mutual Insurance Company. Alfa

b C



was caused to expend $20,109.51 a3 a result of said fire. -

lost his deductible, $250.00.

8. Atthe time of said fire, the engine of | truck was not
runhing. Sakl fire occurred bacause the iruck had been defectively
manufactured and left the factory in its defective condition.

COUNT ONE
BREACH OF WARRANTY

7. Plaintiffs incorporate by refarence alf preceding paragraphs of this
Complaint as if fully set out hersin.

8. The truck manufactured by Ford Motor Company caught fire due to
dafective materials, design and/or workmanshlp. Said feilure
constitutes & breach of warranty, both express and implied on the part
of Ford Motor Company.

WHEREFCRE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Alfa demands judgment in

e amount of its subrogation interest, $20,109.51. | ¢smsnds
judgment in the amaount of his deductible, $250.00.

. 9. Plaintiffs incorporate by referance all praceding paragraphs of this
Complaint as if fully set out herein. ‘
10. Ford Motor Company was in the business of salling trucks suchr as the
truck purchased HJIRGaid truck was expected to reach the

aser, in this m-vﬂhnut subsgtantial changs in condition,




Said truck was defective and, a3 a proximate result of said defect, was
destrayad by fire, causing toss on the part of Alfa andii
Said facts randar Dafandant liable under tha Alabama Manufacturer's
Extended Liability Doctrine.

WHEREFORE. PREMISES CONSIDERED, Alfa demands judgment in
the amount of its subrogation intersst, $20,109.51. | emands
Judgment in the amount of his deductible, $250.00.

COUNT THREE
FAILURE TO WARN
11. Piaintiffs Incorporata by referance all praceding paragraphs of the
Complaint as if fully set out harain.
12. Ford Motor Company falled to wan_mat its product coukd
ignite while parkad with the engine off and be destroyed by fire. Az a
proximate result of aaid- failure to wam, the truck was destroyed,

causing bes o Alfa an-

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Alfa demands judgment in
the amount of its subrogation interest, $20,109.51. |l ¢smands
judgmant In the amount of his deductible, $250.00.

COUNT FOUR

MAGNUSSON-MOSS ACT
13. Plaintiffs incorporate by rafarancas all preceding paragraphs of the

Complaint as if fully st out hersin.



14. Ford Mator Gompany placed sald truck in the stream of commerca.
Said truck was intanded to reach, and did reach, |JJJJli» 2
condition unchangad from whaen it left the possession of Ford Motor
Company. Plaintiffa wers damaged as a proximate resuit of the
defactive condition of sald truck.
15. Defendant has been notified of said defects and damages by Plaintiffs
and has failed or refused to reimburse Flaintiffe for their loss.
16, Defendant’s failure or refusal to reimburss Plaintiffs for their loss
constitutas a violation of the Magnuason-Moss Warranty - Fedaral
Trade Commission Imhtmramant Act {the Magrusson-Mose Act).
WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Alfa demands judgment in
the amount of ks subrogation intarest, $20,109.51. [ lcemancs
Judgmant in the emount of his daductible, $250.00. In addition, Plaintiffs demand
costs and attomey's fees incurred in this action.

JEFF; . SMITH {SMio8a)
Plaintifie Alfa Mutual
# . Insuranca Company and Babby

Calvert

OF COUNSEL- '

Post Offica Box 4488

Montgomery, AL 38103-4486

(334) 264-1640

Ford Motor Company

Parklane Towers West, Suite 300
. Threa Parklane Boulevard

Daarbom, Ml 48125-2568




JeFrReY W. SMITH

ATTomMEY AT Law
{334} 264- 1640
Faranae: (334} 264-8540
MAILING ADDRESS:
&40 3. McDonora ST. BO. Box 4485
MovmGERY, AL 36104 Mowmaosmexy, AL 361034485
June 18, 2002

Claims Department

Fard Motor Company

Parklane Towers West

3 Parklane Boulavard, Suite 300
Dearbom, Ml 48128

re: [

e | N
Insured :

DoL 1 1128102
To Whom it May Concem:
. This office represents Alfa Mutual Insuran its insured,
in redation to a fire which 2001 Ford F-
150 4X2 Super Cab Stylaside. Tha VIN on this 1?221_
mudt was parked in his yard whan it was
the evening of January 28, 2002. Affa's loss was $20,109.51
deductible was $250.c0 I ara ma m for this amount.

14
In support of thie clalm, | am anclosing a laser copy of the Fire Origin and
Cause Report, the report of the Volunteer Fire Department and a copy of the

draft payabile to I a4 his lender.

Thia vahicle 1s located at the Saddisco Salvage Yard in Birmingham, AL. |
have advisad Alfa to giora the vehicls there for one month from the date of this
latter in the avant Ford wanta to conduct an investigation. if Ford doss not
intend to conduct an investigation, please advise me immediataly so that the
satvage may be disposed of.

Pleasa acknowladge this clalm at your aarllest convaniance and let me
know what Ford’s intenfiona are conceming this subrogation. If | do not hear

o A2 9

s d
ERDE-805-L.C—a073 S




Claims Departmant
June 18, 2002
Page -2-

from the company within two wasks, | will advise Alfa to fie sult. | appreciate
your cooperation and look forward to hearing from you.

Vary truly yours,

JWS/ieme
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' BB30 Honar Keith Road .
Trussvilla, AL 35173 Eﬂm{aﬂﬁ]m

COMPLETE FIRE AND GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS rﬁ—mw
1 RIS UNIT
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL JUN 31 200
REPORT NUMBER ONE grricE o e
February 22, 2002 L. GENERAL Sounaer |
PREPARED FOR: Alfa Insurance Company
P.0. Box 1069
Culiman, Alabama 35056
ATTE . Les Patterson
INSURED: I
YEHICLE DESCRIPTION: 3001 Ford F-150
4X2 Super Cab Styleside
VEHICLE ID : irrzx1221N
DAY & DATE OF LOSS: Monday, January 28, 2002
CLAIM NUMBER: I
VIBER: ‘220358

E-Mall pyrtech@mindepsdng com ERDS- 8351 ¢ 4078




ENCLOSURES:

1. A vehicle dingram with legend and overlay
2. Twenty-three mounted color photographa
3. Unmounted photographs and all negstives

ASSIGNMENT:

This assignment was received on Januvary 31, 2002 from Mr, Les
Patterson with specific instructions to conduct an origin and cause

examinztion. This examination was cond
the incident site and residence of the insured,

Cullman, Alahsms

D ION:

This is a black, two-door, 2001 Ford F-150, 4X2 Super Cab Sityleside
piclmp truck. The odometer iy fire destroyed. The vehicle is powered
hy s 4.2-liter V-6 gasoline engine and an automatic transmission,

All directional references to the vehicle are as if one is seated in the
driver's seat.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION:

The aluminum hood is completely melted away. Small strips of heat
damaged paint are present at the rear of both fenders and across the
bottom of both doors. Radial burn patterns ou both doors in the
extended sections of the cab extend in an upwand manuer onto the sides
of the hed. The right front tire is completely burned away and the
aluminom alloy wheel Is extensively melted on the backside. The lefi
front tive is relatively intact with severe damage to the inner side wall
and the resr fires are undamaged. Heavy fire damage oo the forward
edge of the roof decreases slightly toward the rear. Damage to body
seam filler is more complete at the right front and along the right side,
The upper forward areas of the aluminom toolbox mounted across the
front of the bed are melted away, exposing a number of tools,

2




The forward areas of the plastic bed liner are burned away in front of
the toolbax but the liner is only heat distorted toward the rear. Bumm
patierns indicate this fire originated at the right side of the engime
compartment.

Evidence of previous body repair is present on the left side door. Deep
scraiches are present in the paint above the left rear wheel opening and
on the side of the bed.

INTERIOR ATION:

Personal ltems on the floor of the extended cab area were proiected
from fire that extended from the front by the front seats. Charring of
upholstery material increases toward the vight front where very brittle
wiring is present on top of fire debris below the right side of the dash.
The dash support bar has sagged slightly at the right side and extensive
burn patterns are on metal components and on the rear of the cowling
at the right side where several openings are presenf that allow for
installation of ventilation components. Melting of the heater core and
evaporator coil is more prominent toward these openings and burning
on the backside of the metsl glovebox door is much more severe than on
the fromt side. Patterns of burning indicate fire extended into the
interior from the right side of the engine compartment.

G C TMENT EXAM

Extensive damage is present throughout where both plastic inner fender
panels are burned away. Charred remains of plastic components and
wiring invulztion are present along the left side fender and on the left
side and front of the engine. Melting of light metal components is more
prevalent acrass the top of the engine and increasey steadily toward the
right side. The intensity of burn patierns increases along the front of
the cowling toward the right side where copper conductors of the wiring
harness are very brittle. Extensive damage is also present on the right
side of the right side valve cover.




Patierns of burning indicate this fire originated in the upper avea of the
right rear of the engine comparfnent where the worst area of burning
centers around a meizl bracket. This bracket bolis to the upper right
gide of the cowl to which components of the power distribution panel
are normally attached.,

ORIGIN AREA EXAMINATION:

Components of the power disiribution panel are compictely destroyed,
A cursory examination of wiring revealed 3 number of brittle

pieces o per conductors around the er distribution but no
obvio igns 0 o g: Due to the probability of
xndﬁmﬁtmmn’ﬁerfnmd.

INVESTIGATION;

the insnred_ purchased the trmack from

Eckenrod Ford in Cullman, Alsbama in Aprit of 2001 and has had no
mechanical problems. Repairs to the left side door were completed by a
friend who does bodywork. [JJJJ-ctorned bome from work and
parked the truck in its usual spot in front of the residence and noticed
noihing unususl. He was asleep with his girlfriend when his stepfather,
who Lives nextdoor, called to tell him the fruck was on fire. He dashed
outside and used a garden hose to fight the fire until the fire department
arrived.

I =1 other of the insured who lives nextdoor, stated she had
just gome to bed when her husband, [ IIIENEGGEEEE" to ber that
trock was on fire. 'When she stepped oui onto the deck at the
rear of ber home, she conld see flames coming up from the right side of
the hood. She stated they have had no preblems with vandalism.

Research of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Recall
Database revealed no recalls concerning problems of this type.

I have recently examined three other Ford F-150 trucks with similar
burn patterns and, in my opinion, the fires all originated in the same
Area.




I have notified Ms. Tereza Sweency of Farmers Insurance Company,
800-944-7515, ext, 7357 of the possibility of working with you
concerning subrogation against the manufacturer.

T NATION OF ORL AND E:

Origin area and causal hypetheses were formed using factual and
witness information and were tested against all kmown data. Using my
shills, kmowledge, educatien, training and experience, I formed the
following hypothesis, which withstood all test,

In my opinion, this fire originated on the ing at the right rear of the
engine compartthent was m cansed

malfunction in components of the power distribution panel, I consider
tﬁmn{mmﬁ\//}

At this time I have completed all assigned investigation. Should you
desire further investigation or if you have any questions please do not
hesitate to call.

L. Gary Coggins, CFI
Awtemotive Division, Manager
Senfor Investigator

Reviewed by:
Richard J. Keith, CF1, CFPO, CFEL, CET
President
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MODEL:_F-150 Year;_ 2001

m#:_]_mmzzu-_TA@G # AND STATE: __N/A

%@

YEHICLE EXAMINATION DIAGRAM

ENCLOSURE: ]

MAKE:; FORD
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PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

INSURED: NO..1 OF 23

Incident site




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

INSURED: I

Incident site




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

@ suren: R NOs3 OF 2

Front




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET ;

wsoreo: JIIIIL NO:3 OF 1

Front and left side




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET ]

ivsureD: |- NO.:4 OF 23

Left side and rear




PHOTOGRAFPH SHEET
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INSURED

Rear and right side




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET .

INSURED: _ NO.:6 OF 23

Rizght side and front

-
i gy E

\
e A




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

iNsURED: [N

Right front tire and wheel




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

rry
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INSURED

Roof




PHOTOGRAFPH SHEET

INSURED: _ NO.:9 OF 13

Bed




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

Repairs to left side doar




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

INSURED: _ NO.:1L OF 23

Body damage to left side of bed

TN N R
e -'_-_f . ..IN‘- w—

[y - W




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

Rear of interior




PHOTOQGRAPH SHEET

NO

INSURED:

Personal items in rear floor




Front of interior

PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

i



PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

15 OF 23

——

NO.

INSURED

Dash

—lemeHmem Erowrna




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

Glovebox door

OF




PHOTOGRAFPH SHEET

wvsuren: [

Right side of dash




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

vsuxe: [

Engine compartwment

NO,: 18 OF 233




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

Left side of engine compartment
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PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

nvsureo: [

Plastic coinponents along left fender

EARS-Bos-{ 5102



PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

msuren: [N

Right side of engine compariment




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

Right side of engine




PHOTOGRAPH SHEET

Right side of cowl

NO.:23 OF 23
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Arizona Bar No. 010588
COZEN AND O"CONNOR 0CT -1 1559

Diego,
Facamiler (610) 237831
il (619) 234-7831
for Plaictiths, CAM FARMS, INC., PAT COCKRILL, JANICE COCKRILL,
TRAVELEGS

INDEMNITY COMPANY OF AMERICA and THE PHOENIX INSURANCE

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF PINAL

caelo: 89 047212

COMPLAINT FOR STRICT PRODUCTS
LIABILITY, NEGLIGENCE AND BREACH
OF IMPLIED WARRANTY OF
MERCHANTABILITY
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1.  This action arises from a fire occurring on or about March 31, 1995, (hersinafter
“SUBJECT FIRE™), that caused damage to a residential dwelling and persanal property therein
located «t [ A rizon: (hercinafter “SUBJECT PROPERTY™.

2. Plaintif = 204 st a0l times herein meotioned was, a Conmecticw
corporation duly authorized to transact and conduct business in the State of Arizona as an

3. Plinﬁﬁ'-is,anduallﬁmuhuﬁnmmﬁomd way, & Copnectieut

4. PlinsfJJN is. axd ot ait times herein mentioned was, an Arizony
corporation duly wathorized to transact and conduct business in the State of Arizona.

. Pralosiees I -  csrvied conple wh
reside, and at all Gmes herein mentioned have resided, in the State of Arizons.

6. Dofcpdant FORD MOTOR COMPANY (hereinafter “FORD") is, and at sll times
herein menticned was, & Delaware corpotation sutharized to transact snd oonduoct business in
the State of Arizone. '

7. Defendant HUDGEONS FORD-MERCURY, INC. (hereinafter “HUDG
iz, and at all times herein mecutionsd was, an Atimna comporation duly suthorized Lo
and conduct business in the State of Arlzons. _

§. Dlaintiffy xxe ignovant of the true mincs and capacitica of Defendants smed by thiy
Complaint as DOES 1 through 50, inlusive, and, thevafore, Plaintiffs yue Defendants by such
fictitions names. Plaistiffs are informed and belleve, and theroon allege, that
Mmdunﬂmlﬁn:@so,w‘ﬁmwﬂytmnﬁiﬂéhmmmfu
damages allcged. Plaintiffs will amend this Complaint to allege the true natues, capacities,
lishilities of DOES 1 through 50, inclusive, when ascertsined.

9. Atall times heyein mentioned Defendents, and cach of them, were agents and/or
mhmnﬁumuﬁummﬂwduupsofﬂmm:ﬂ:t

"




o

all fimes herein mentioned were acting as alter ego or within the purposs and scope of said
agency, partnership, employment and/or relationship with the consent, authorization,
permission or ratification of co-defendants, and each of them.

10. At all times hercin mentioned, the [ were the ownen of e
SUBJECT PROPERTY and personal property located therein damaged or destroyed by the
SUBJECT FIRE.

11 Maﬂﬁmhnﬁnmmﬁond_wthemafmmlpmpumq
located wt the SUBJECT PROPERTY which was dameged or destroyed in the SUBJECT
FIRE |

Voo =] O e b e R

—
=]

12, At the time of the SUBJECT FIRE, there was in effect an insmance policy i

by Plaintiff by which Plainti
i agsinst loss and damage of the type susiained in

SUBIJECT FIRE.
13. Pwmﬂhﬂntmﬁnfﬂ;ﬂnhﬂmﬂoﬂdpﬂﬁcrnﬂldﬂmfwhmeﬁ

e E—— -

an amount in excess of Two Hundred Twenty Thousand

s e s o
h A o b kY e

($220,000.00), an amount to be proved at trial. Plaintifj_ s tegally and
subrogated to the rights of I o this levwavit to the amount peid,

-
b -

19| 1o be paid, for the demages foming the basis of thia actian.
20 14. At the time of the SUBJECT FIRE, theve way in effect an insurance policy issued
21| by Pratnecr N +hich Pt =
2zt [ =it 1ot axd damags of the type rstsined in the subject firs.
2 1S, Punsuand to the terms of the eforementionsd poticy and a claim for benefita

24| horemnier e o N P~ A -~
25 | ¢~ 1n cxcess of Perty-Six Thoussnd Dolias ($46,000.00), an
26]| siount to be proved at trial. Plaintift JNNT= 1esily sod equitably subrogated to the

| >
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|
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
1
12
13
14
15
16
17
13
19

20

III[

22
23
24
25
26

' righis o T i this tavsuit to the amount paid, aad to be paid, for

the forming the bacis of this action.

1

ined additional losses caused by the SUBJECT]
FIRE which were not covered by the aforementioned insurmnce policies isswed by Plainti

seek 1o recover this upingured loss in this lawsuit,

17. Plaintiffs reallege and incotpocste berein by reforence Paragmphs | through 16]
inclusive, of this complaint as though fully set forth at lengih.

1S. Defendants, and cach of them, at wll times hersin mentioned were in the
of manufscturing, desiguing, assembling, selling, distributing, miarksting, andlor
placing into the stream of commerce, mutomobiles and thelr component parts, such as the 1
Ford Expedition owned by <o icvoived in the SUBJECT FIRE,
(hercinafter “SUBJECT VEHICLE").

19. Defendscts, and each of them, mamdfactwred, designed, assembled, sold|
Gistributed, and marketed and/or ctherwise placed the SUBJECT VEHICLE icto the stream of

COmMmAarce.
20, mmm&mm,wmﬂhmmmm

SUBJECT VEHICLE would be used oo %

without inspection for defects such ax the defict which caused the SUBJECT FIRE.

21. A&Ihsthnuﬂh:Slﬂiﬂﬁﬂl‘?!ﬂﬂlﬂi!Inﬂhrﬂutunqunlmtpln:Iﬂﬂiﬁ::::::]
of the Defendants and were placed in the stream of corumerce by Defendanta, a ;
defect existed in the SUBJECT VEHICLE that rendered the SUBJECT VEHICLE

unreasonsbly dangerous.

ERBS-pRS-1 0-4118




22, A propenzity for elecitical mrcing and/or overheating at the siarter solencid and
elecirical wiring hamess located st the cight side firewall In the engine compartment
constituted the most probable unrcasonably dangerous defective condition in the SUBIECT]
VEHICLE that caused the SUBJECT FIRE.

23, The unreasomably dapgerous defective condition of the SUBJECT VEHICLE
which was present In the SUBJECT VEHICLE when the SUBJECT VEHICLE left the
wnd contrel of Defandants caused the SUBJECT FIRE and comsed the domages from which

dsmage and losn in sn anount in excess of Thres Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00), an
amount 1o be proved at trial.

26. Plaintiffs reallege and incorporste berein by rcference Paragraphs 1 through 25
inclusive, of this Complaint as though fully set forth st length.

27. At oll times herein meaticaed, Defendants FORD and DOES 1 through 25§
Mﬁwmﬂmﬂhﬁhmhmhmmm
atior inspecting the SUBJECT VEHICLE and/or its componeat patta.

EADS-008-LC-4111
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28. At afl times herein mentioned, Defendants BEORD and DOES | through 25)
inclusive owed Plaintiffs a duty to use due and reasonsble cars and caution in menufacturing,
designing, assembling, and/or inspecting the SURJECT VEHICLE and/or ita camponent party,

29 Defendants FORD and DOES 1 through 25, inclusive, breached the
afisrementioned duty 1o use due and reasonabls care and cation: through one or more of the
following acts and/ar omissions:

a. Carelesdy and negligently manufactured and sssembled the SUBJECT
vmmﬂummmmummﬂuhmmnmi
overheating at the starter solennid and clectrical wirlng harmess located ot the right sidc Growall
in the engine compeartment; and

b Were otherwise carcless and negligent.

30. The above-mentionad negligent acts and/ot oniissions by Defendants FORD
DOES 1 through 25, inclusive, cansed the SUBJECT FIKE and cmsed the dsmages in issua.

31. As a direct and proximate result of the above-deacribed acts and/or amissioas by
Defendanty FORD and DOES 1 through 25, inclusive, Plalni have suffercd dumagea in a5
ameunt in exvess of Threo Efwsdred Thousand Dollaa ($300,000.00), an smount to be proved
at trial.

32, Plainkiffs reellege and incorporate herein by reference Pamgraphs 1 trough 31
Imldvgufﬁis(hmplﬁ#nwﬁﬂfﬂﬁlﬂlﬂ:m
33 mmﬂﬂdmmmm:ﬂmm

R —
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10
11
12
13
14
i5
16
17
18
19

24

rx

=
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II

1

34, Deferdants, end cach of them, st all times herein meationed, were
engaged in the business of manufacturing, assembling, inspecting, selling, and/or distri
automobiles such as the SUBJECT VEHICLE,

35. Deferndants, and cach of them, imphiedly warmnted that the SUBJECT YEHICLE
would be of merchamiable quality, i.=., Defendants impliedly wamranted that the SURJECT
VEHICLE was of fhir and average quality for such vehicles and that the SUBJECT VEHICLE
wag fit for the ovdinmy purpose for which such vehicles were, and are, used.

36 mmmam_&mﬂumﬁdmmmmmm
mﬂﬂEwa-umhhduhth:M:

L Th:SUBJECT\’ElﬂCLEmda&u&nm&mmblyfﬁk:imd,u
such, was not of falr and average quality for sach vehicles; and

b. The SUBJECT VEHICLE was defective and unressonebly failed when
used for the ardinary purpose for which such vehicles we used and, ax such, was not fit for the

37. As a direct and proximate result of the broach by Defendants of the implied
waranty of merchantahility, the SUBJECT VEHICLE fuiled and cunved the SUBJECT FIRE
which cansexd the lozs and damage fiom which this action scises.

38. An u direct and proximsis result of the beeach by Defendents of the implicd
wirranty of merchastakility, Plalntiffs have suffared damages in an amount in excess of Three
Hundred Thoussnd Dallars ($300,000.00), an amount to be proved at trial.

mwmmmwmwmuum

{i) For compensstory damages in an amotnt to be proved at trial;
{Z) For costs of mit incorred herein;
{1} Por ressonable sttomeys’ fees;

W
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PrOpEL.

(4) For peejndgment interest av permitted by Ixw: and
(5) For such other and fuither relief ws the Court may doom just and

|
Dated this -7 4 day of September, 1999

COZEN AND O'CONNOR

.

501 West Broadway, Snite 1610
San Diego, CA 92101-3536
Telephrme: (619) 234-1700

ERaS-DaS-LC-4114
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WARMEYT RIEEMAN
i I & WHE O, D00

May 19, 1998

RE: INSTRED ¢
DATE QF LO%S
CLAIM M. H
LOSS LOCATION :
MR FIERD,
Pesr Six/Macdam:

Plouss be adviskd that further investigation has sstablished it the above-
refemenced fire was caised by dectrical malfoncrion withda e enpine deparinent of the
slject Pord Bxpedhlon. Thercfome, a claim for Ge damages arismg from the fire may
by asered against both Ford and Hixigeons Lincoln Marcury. To assist i your
evalgativn of the merks of such claims, the renwine of the vehicle ere avnilable foc your
el Ly cxamination A depuctive sxuminstion of e wehicle, if ecessary. will
follow your pof-distructive éxaminabion and will b scheduled at the mutyal coRvepicace
of all partics with an inerest i His mater,
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FROM DGC 428
_Bary By: COZEN AND 0°CONNGR)
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Motar Cormpany
Ford and Merowy. 1nc.
19, 1998

o

§

Eig 284 7231;

124

E |

PHGE . AGE
1:05PL;JoB gif;Page 3/3

Plowsc comtacr me to scheduls your non-destroctive exgmingtion of the vehicle,
Plews 30 Dot besitie to coptart me shookl You have iny corinsnll oo questions

ropurding thie murer.

meaFi e ALY TFE Ay MBS 5, el

KHay 184 143 1475

COZEN AND O'CONNCR

Bomedl Kine

BY: BARRETT KIGRNAN
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