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DONATO, MINX & BROWN, P.C.
_ LAWYERS
3200 Southwest Freeway, Suite 2310
Houston, Texas 77027-7523
e-mail; waebesta@donatonnnxbrown.com

William T. Sehetts ' ’ Telcpkome: (713} 677-1112
Dirset Dink: (713) 403-8121 Facsicaile: (713) B77-1138

November 30, 2004

Via fax: {3139) 045-2089

Ms. Shawn L. Norton .
Office of the Gamr&l Counssl

Suite 300

Three Paridanz Bivd.

Desarborn, Ml 48128-2588

Ra:  Owr cllams:
® B
Loax Locafion:

Los Fresnos, TX
Ouwr File No.; TBD
2000 Ford Explorer, Eddia Bauer

f : Vehicie Involved:
i VIN: 1FMZUB¢E9Y—

Dear Ma. Navton:

Aa | eopiined in my voicé mall of sarlier today and in my amadl of earfior
today, | represen above loas, Pleasa do not make any contact
with sdhar USAA o arding this fire loss. Thiz oas Involves a fire

that started In the gorage and spread o tha insured’s house. Parked In the
garags was a 2000 Ford Explorer, Eddie Bauer,

. The exact cause of the loss has not been determinad, but it b5 peasible
that the subject Ford vehicla may have bean Involved in causing the fire. I cur
imvestigation datenmines that the subject vehicle caused the fira, then USAA will
look to Ford for relmburserment of the monies that it pays for this insured |oas.
Accordingly, pkease accepl this letter as notice to Ford of 2 pulmtulsubmﬁm
:IalmbyUSMlglllthwd

@
ERDS-205-L 014748

NOU A 20 17036 213 §77 117 PACE. B2




_ 1173072004 17219 Fax 113 A7 1188 - " BINA VU_WLIRE_BHUTN - o v v

4

=

. o Shawn Noron
November 30, 2004

. The loss scene i st intact and you are imvited to inspect the scene and
participate In the Inwestigation. Unforunately, the loss site cannct remain
s undistuwrbed indefinitely, &0 tme [= of the assence in conducting the
3 If- you would e to hEva your sxpert{s) inspect the sie befors R is disturoed,
pleese have your experts call. Tom Frankum at (281} 732-1815 fo arange an
inspaction. H Mr. Franikum doea nol hear from you or your sxpert by 5 p.m. this
Friday, Decamber 3, 2004, then we will assume that Ford does not desire 1o
- . inspect the scene oi conduct its own Investigation and we will procead with our
own Imvestigation. Thersfore, pleass hava your expert contact Mr. Frankum as
= s00n as possiie,

SN

i you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.

Yours very truly,
© DoNATD, Miix & N, P.C.

o go

R | William T. Sebesia
i Ce: .
- Newsll ivestigations Via Fax: (770) 297-9133
a " Tetn Frankum Via Fax: (281) 486-1548

Dave Reder .. ViaFax (281) 548-3562
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CAUSEND. _R005-0Dt- 537- &
IN THE DISTRICT COURT

P4 HUDICIAL DISTRICT

CAMERON CMM! RK

PLAINTIFFS’ ORIGINAL PETTTION _{ AH_Z_B_E!IHE J

- i il ¥y W s
T 'I'HE_ HONORABLE JUDGE QF SAID COURT: : i
o now comes IIEEGEGEGEGEEEEEE - i o e coferved to 2

Plairiff, somplsining of FORD MOTOR COMPANY and SOUTHWAY FORD, ING,,
hummﬁnmhuneﬁmdam,mmﬁuunfmm;mmmw :
Honotable Court as follows: - ]
L |
Pursuemt bo Taxas Rule of Civil Procedure 19ﬂ.1,ﬂnisﬂaeismbe5wﬁtdby
the-provislons of Texes Rule of Givil Procedure 1904 as discovery is intanded to be
conducted under Level 3 of Rule 190.1 of the Texas Rules of Clvil Procadure.
1
All parties ara citizens of the State of Texas. Plairitifiz are citizand and regidente
of Cameron County. Venue i3 proper in Cameron County, Texas pursuant to Sectlon
15.002 of tha Texas Civil Practice and Ramadies Code in that the transaction and/for
mmmmdcﬁ:subi:ﬂdﬂﬁammdtheaﬂsmmﬂsﬁmgimdumﬂw
cause of action all pcewryed in Cameron County, Texas,
.
Defendant, Ford Motor Company, may be served with cltation by serving its
registered agent for service CT Corparation System, 350 N, St Paul, Dallas, Texas 75201

by certified rail, retarn receipt requested,
- ENOS-008-1 C1-4747 ©©PV

6o0/g00 @ . © BUTUUTL [ wRTITTA 0088 £93 ISE XVJ 255\ SUDL/AZ/LQ
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ﬁ- .
FORD MOTOR COMPANY; and
SOUTHWAY FORD; INC.

B
|




Defendant, Southway Ford, Ine., may be. served with citation by mﬂng 1.1
registered agunt for service CT Corporation System, 350 North St Pauk, Duﬂu.'l'uai
75201, by cartified mail, retorn receipt requestsd,

' V.

- « 2006 Ford Bxplorer made, mamufachred and

Southwity Ford, [ne. in Baxar County, Texas, with tha. specific represantations by the
Deferidant Southway Ford, Inc. that the vehicle was safe and had no defects, These
raprasentations proved to by false and the vehice did, in fact, prove to be defective ac

made, mamfactured, dﬁlgmd and marketed by Defendant Ford Motor Cumpanjrm

. designed by Defendant Ford Motor Company and marketed and sold by Defendant

whchpﬁu&@yu%mdﬂprwimmly:luﬂdmwhdnm:lﬁﬁumi )

2bout November 25, 2004, while it was packed in the garage and

whre asleap in the rsidence. They barely sscaped with their lives and have suffered
personal injuries and peychological injuries as wall as the Ioss of all their worldly

. Possesalons, their home s well as their vehicle a8 u result of such defects, negligance

and fraudulent mﬁrepreﬁ:nﬂﬂmu which prodhicingly cause or proximately eaused

'Mhﬁuh:mddmaguummnﬂtﬂdbybuﬁﬂdmdmts.

V.
Plaintiffs demand & brial by jury for which the fee i3 separately tendered.

VIL .
Mﬂmmngﬂm&munﬂnh@mm&tpxﬁ and post- fudgment.
Plaintiffs pray for ail relief at law end equity as tr which they may be entited.

IX,

The amount of Plaintiffy’ damages exceeds the minimum jurigdicional limits of

the Court.

Plairvtifis’ Celyinal Petition ‘ Pagel

g
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X

- WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiffs pray that the Defendants be
cited to appear and answex hereln, andd for a trial by g Jury, that they have judgment

anuq##ﬂ BUTUYTL  WeITITA

agairist the Defendants, ns may be allowed by law, and such other and further relief to’
e which Platntiffs are entitied, at Law and at equity.
Respactfully submitted,
e LAW OFFICES OF WILLIAM J. TINNING
¥ _ 1013 Blu#f Drive
‘. o Portland, Texas 74374
% Telephona:  (361) 643-5200
o By B
. . | LEAD ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFFS.
c CO-COUNBEL:
SOROLA & GARCIA, PLLC
: mewﬂh, Texaz 78520
. T :* (956) 304-2911
. (956) 544-7766
. Phairtifls” Origral Fetition TPagel

o030 B3 LIE NVJ 25 5L SogZAAESLO

ERDT-B8S-LC1-4740



DEMAND FORAURY TRIAL

COME NOW Plaintiffs, in the above-styled and mambered cause and respectfully

demands a fury for trial of all lssues In this case.

Respectfully submitted, :

LAW OFFICES OF
103 Blaff Drive

WIL[IAM]TBIN'E\'G

CO-COUNSEL:

Louis Sarcla
BORULAI:GARL'IA,PLLC.
2355 Barnard Road

Stite A ’
Brownaville, Texas 78520

T . (956) 504-2911

F ile:  (956) 447766

ano/s00 BUtuuTL  we1LTITh
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Lo ' Zx -
New York Cliy Office RECEIVED Frp - g 1£$ :U"'SWER

by | SHEPS LAW GROUP ON e Sy Lo
Scw Fork, MY 90MS Anorgeys at Low G Pk, M 47102
TR TIAEN - Fm..z T 70 B Ll
Fr@MSEM 55 P Haad * Swte 106 B2t « Mebsile. VY L1747 * Ted (51) 243-5608 ¢ s () Fan. () 0. 1612
RECEIVER
FEB 07 196
Jawary 26, 2005
VIA FAX
- Ford Motor Company -
16899 Executive Plaza Drive
P.O. Box 6248 : _
Dearborn, Michigan 48121 : |
r I
- LOL: _ChwktmeY
DOL: 1/06/05 |
Our filo po; 6671-SPRS

Dear Sirz or Madams,

- Onr finm reprosents St. Paul Travelers Insurance Compeny the property insarance

- carriev for the residence located at 13 Dennix Lane, Cheektowagm, NY, with reapect to a

. potential subrogation acfion arising from a fire that ocourred on January 6, 2005, Our

hﬁﬁgﬁmmekﬂﬂntﬂmﬁmmmeigmthnﬁlﬂﬂl

Ford Truck, VIN Nmmber: 1FMZUT7E3 Unfortunately, doe to your

negligence the resulting damages ocowred in an amount in excéss of ONE HUNDRED
AND FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS (5150,000.00) .

T recommend that yon immediately turmn this letter over to your attomey or
Tiability insurance camrier with a recommendation that they prompily contsct me upon
recoipt of same. In the event that you are uninsured, please correipond with me
immediately indicating your intentions with respect to resolving this claim.




. : If you, your atlomey & YouT insurance carrier's represcntatives wish o examine

- the loss premises, please contact me imo¥<tistely to make the necessary srmangements.

¥You should wmderstand that m an attempt to mitigate damages, my client mast begin the

necessary repairs and clean up in the premises as soo 25 poasible. As such, if I do not

: hear from you or your represemiative in the next (72) hours, ¥ will presume that you are

& hot interestéd in examining e derrages and the components in the area of origin and

T 'm1laﬂuwmycl:mmmmhmhpruudmdmﬂwhnldmg,dmnﬂdammﬂ
5 materials and otherwise cormenced repairs.

: _ Simce it is Hkely that a elain: will be made against your company for the afaresaid
5 damages, I request that you retain and preserve ell physical evidence and docuymeniation
relating 1o the wotk pecformed by your company, its employees, agents, representative’s
contractors and/or subcontractors of the vehicle. Our request seeks the preservation, of
among other things, all wriiten contracts, subcontracts, comrespondence, work tickets,
daily logs, reporis, invoices, bills, permits, estimates, plans, proposals, photogmphs, and -
¢ payrull records. Iﬂmmqumtthatynumﬁmmyuth:rmmdsperhmmnmwmk
pﬁfonnedbyynurmmqﬂnyanuwmwmmhem

You should ﬁmherundermdthuthadﬁuucunnmalluatmnWﬂmynflhe
foregoing records and/or evidenice will imdoubtedly have serious ad\rmm CONBEICENLES
fnrynurcummnjrmﬂushngnnunthntlslihdytueﬂmu

‘ Your prompt sttention to this mater is anticipated.

RCS/bm

MR £ N

EQBS-0RS-LC1-4TS2







SPCHNAMA Add ln:i;il:m : 12/02/02 11:46:33

E ] .

 VIN: Yaar: 2001 Model: EXPLORER :
Hame : '
Trxmt : : T Case: 18289123332
Isgue Type: - 07 LEGAL Isgue Statusm: C ACKNCWLEDG
Comm Typs: ' PH PHONE ) Odometer Reading: 5000
Dealer: 00427 SUPERIOR FORDN 1-M IN - Odomater Typs: MI
Symptom Dasac: FOELr SYSTEM ATTACHMENT TANE Dooumant Mumbeax:
Reasmon Deac: LEGAL - ACCIDENT / FIEE Legal Iasue Type: _

Origin besc: <CONSUMER AFFATIRS - LITIGATION  CAN Court Code:
Action Deac: REDIRECT TQ GQGC - PRdPERTT DAM CAN Award Code:

Corments LPA CALLED COGTOMER.  HE ALLESES THAT THE CAR CATRKIHT OH
FIRE AND EURNED THE HOUSE DOWN. THE HOUSE IS VALUED AT
@ 530,000 PLES THE a3 @ $15,ﬂﬂﬂ. THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

I8 STILL INVESTIGATI CUSTOMER SEEXS A DIFFERENT "JEHIELE
WHILE INVESTIGATION CDHTIHUES AS EE I-IHS TB AND MEEDE TOD GE'I'
TO TREATMENT. LPEIHF‘DEHEDWEWHJLDFDEWLRDTDWC

Fl=Help Fi-ActionLiat "~ FS-Add FEuDeulhrinfﬂ
Fi=Prevlooments Flom¥axtComments * FllwMenu Flz=Raturn Fli=Daalerliat
BRECORD FOUND IPRELIZ1
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SFCHADMA _ Action _FDﬁl;ail 12/02/03 10:51:33

=ak

VIN: 1Fzus 7E1UME  Year: 2001 Model: EXPLORER

Owner Status: : WSD:

Name : _ | Em Fh:

Timt; Cage: 182891 :

gymptom Desc: FUEL SYSTEM A TANK

REmapon Deac: LEGAL - ACCIDENT / FIRE

Dealar: SUPERIDR FORD} L-M INC

Issue Type: 07 LEGAL ! Issue Statuli: O opEN
Comm Typer FH FHCIE Dda : I
analyat: ARSYED1 AIIM KLHIU‘R SYED Document Mumber:

Action Date: 11/29/02 MAction Datja: Y Action Time: 23:00:53 EST

QOrigin Desc: US CONCERN CASE BAS
Action Desc: ADVISE CUST INFORMATION WILL BE SENT TO CONSUMER AFFAIRS
Commenta:  VLCCRIUCUSTOMER S . -VEH CAIKGHT FIRE IN FRONT OF THE BOU
SE -THE HODSE WAS ALLY BURNT. -THERE WAS A EXPLOSION.
THE WAY IT'S BURNT JT'S TOTALLY DAMAGED -HAPFENED WOV 28, 2
002 AT 1:30 AM IN THE MORNING -IN MARSHALL, TEXAS -CIJRRENT
_ LOCATION OF VEH 15 2460 FIVE NOTCH ROAD. THAT AREA IS LOCKE
D UP DUE TO INVESTIGATION. THE FIRE DEPT I8 INVESTIGATION -
FlsHelp FZ=AddAction F4=Previdtion FS-NaxtAction Pg=ActionData

Fo=PFreyvComments FlD=NaxtComaenta: FllaMehu FlZ2=Raturn F13=ESP
COMMENTS ATAILABRLE i L — LPREL13

: ERGS-305-1 01-4784
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i Tniggon Genosl Lesrens Corpaniian
. | Intagon mcesmily Corpovslin

: Mar Bosth arsacs Disnposy
INTEGON® : : ' ror T
INGURAMNCE Brington, MG T2

i
January 7, 2000
Ford Molor Co. }
P. Q. Box 6245 ;
Dearbom, Ml 48126 JAR 17 0D

RE: ' Subrogation Claim

ol
Clalm No.: _
Date of Loss: 82029 |
Amount of Cialm:  $16.625.00

Vehicla [D No.: 1|=u'ru22k7wl_

Dear Madarm of Sk

OFFICE OF THE
SENERAL COUMSEL

ﬂurhmﬁgaﬁnnmaalsth&ahmréhanmdmﬂd&humdasamﬂnfan
_avarheating problem. :

Wa hava snciosed supparting dncumpnls Inciuding bulletins from the Office of Defects
Investigation, perlalrﬁgtumepmerh-amhmarrusm :
Kindly provide payment ummmmdisum.

Sincerely, 1
: N f '
5 sean NEY >
&r. Subrogation Examiner i :
P & C Clalms Depariment -
1-800-323-6848 ext. 5238
| - G
LW
L ‘Q\
- ‘JI
i cé‘ﬂ L

ot EAD3-DES-LC1-4T20
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:  Tennessee Farmers Insurance Companies
% 7185 Fost Awdrew Johnsor Highway, Suiie A - Chuchey, TN 37641
Phone 423-257-2380 - Fox 423-257-0333

Naovember 6, 2001

Ford Motor Compmy
Office of General Coumeil
Suite A0

3 Packlane Blvd.
Dearbom, M1 48126

RE: Insured: I
DJL: 7-10-01
Coumy: Greene
Claimd: .
“Amount $22.19025

TuWhmnItMn‘y(hnmn:

Investigation of the above captioned accident in which you were involved with our insured

TmmFmsMnnnlmmﬂqummmyhﬂpﬁ&m ahove smount, which includes the

If you are insured, refer this letier o your msurance eompany for payment. If you gre not insured,
send yor payment to Trnnessce Fanmers Mutual Insurence Compeny directed to oy atiention, If
B0 reply Ar payment is recsived within 15 days of the date of this letter, we will talg gefion fo

Very truly yours,
TENNESSEE FARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

(Jod Veere ol W

o)




“Tennessee Farmers Insurance Companies
7185 Bast Andrew Johnaos Highway, Seite A - Choschey, TN 37641
' Phone §23-257-2388 - Fax 423-257-2333

. FORD MOTOR

Apit3, 2003 EGENED
Ford Motor Company . : ) % APR - 8 2003
Offiee of General Comneil 5 i
3 Parklane Bivd, $-400 | ohimes Covias.
Dearbormn, M1 48126

FINAL NOTICE
Deaar Sira:

hvwﬁpﬁmnfﬁnabownp&mdhmhdﬁhsmﬁnﬂimmhmm
thmagn.

Tetwwasse Farmers Muwal Insurance Company has paid the above stated amouat, wirich inchades
the ingred's dadactile. Vald doeumentation. of damages & attached,

Weo request your company check payable to Tennesseo Farmes Mutaal Insarance Company a3
qubroges of the ghove insored - )

~ Very traly yours,
TENNESSER FARMERS MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

T;};r Mooney v g Bl 4

Semior Claims Ropresemtstive \U—’
<z @

ERQS-DgS-1C1-47TH



GHEENE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTHENT

118 E DEPCUT STREET, Sulis 200
GREENEVILLE, TENMESSEE 37732

423-708- 1800
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State Farm Insurance Companies

RE: <Claim Hunber:

CLAIM SERVICE CENTER
) MYATLE STREET

Auguat 15, 2002 CRANFORD, N} G7018

Ford Moktor Co

Parklane Towers Woet

3 Parklans Elvd Ste 400
Dearborn, Mi 4H12E-2568

Date of Loaag:
Our Inaured:

Dear Sir/Madam:

The identified 2000 Ford Bxplarer,Vin}f 1FMYU TﬂEl?‘H ia
insured by State Farm Insuzance Co. Thism 2000 Ford Explorer
experienced a fire on August 25, 2nn1-

State Farm would like to give you an nppnrtunity tc inepect the
vehicle and give you advance notice pf cur potential subrogatiom
claim.

Please contact our office bto advise whean you“like to set up a
time to inspect ' the vehicls= as it 1s currently at our aalvage
faclliey. -

Sipcerely,
State Farm Indemnlty Comparny

Crysthl Shaw . ﬂ’k
Claim gencative - : {;\
{308) 497-3521 o J/
PS: REQUESTED CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIDPT tg CE,T'
. _ _ - 0
O {5
-

HOME OFFICES: BLOOMNNGTON, LLINGIS &1710-0007

ERQE-085-LC1-4778
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APRIL 6, 1998

FORD MOTOR CORP.

LEGAL DEPT.

Park Lane Towers West, Suite 400
3 Pok Lane Boulevard

BE: FIEELDSS—JM]!!S,IWE

DESCRIPTION: 1998 Ford Explorer, Eddwe Baver Edmion.

VIN # Imw-

Dear Sirs/Madayms: -

This letter is to pat all partiss on NOTICE that » fira loss cisim will be made in the

sbove captioned matter. Damage to my property was sustained in excess of the

coverege provided by Commercial Union Insurance. I am camrently getting estimatés -

to re-build the structurs that was destroyed on January 28, 1998 1 hope to be able
‘o pegotiate this matter with out the need for court intesvention.

Irequﬁtﬂﬂtﬂleuljuﬂu'h-ﬂinglhndmhnﬂymmam
Myhnm:mnﬂm’ulina&ahnwmdmjrmtnnﬂeru (800) 336-1035, EXT. 416.

ERdS-BEE-LC1-4TTE







Q@ i Riddle & Gianna N
' ' . : Siat Floor
-Yakn B. Person . : 201 5t. Charles Averme

New Orleays, Lemisiana 70170-3100
(30} 337200

(304) 381-5083 {Telecopier)
jpersonfmidnid.com (emad)

B At e S .

CERTIFIED MAIL

§ RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED I8N 71 2000

: Ford Motor Company OFICEOETHE ) 2 L

; Consuner Affairs Depariment GENERALGOUNSEL / .. &%
. 18800 Executive Plaza Drive, MD No. 3NE-B 2 U=
Daarbotn, Mt 481264207 ~ Bz
£ “

g RE: 1998 Ford Explorer - Loulslana Licensa No. LGT 549 =
: | ' Owne: _ < 3
5 e

TG WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: _
| em writing on behalf of Pacific \nsurance Company, Limited, the propery

-‘3'; insurer for Delte Rautt Energy, y, Inc. is the owner of a fnur unit
. apartment bullding located at W Orleans, Louisiana.
 The above referanced Ford Explarer owned by [
wae involved in a fira mMin New Orieans on Tuesday, January 18,
2000. Basod upon curre n, it appears that the fire originated in this vahicle.
The fire cauaed substantial dernage to the four unit apariment bullding and ofher
propetty.

This latter Is intended to put you on notice of the loss 0 that you may take
appropriate steps io investigate the occumanca. The vehicle |s stll located at the
- refarenced address. .

A

.
RN T I e Je PR

As further Informatlon conesming my client's putan’tlal claims concaming this loss .
amleamad wil b-ainmrmntvﬁmyw

Very truly yours, -
:_’_’,.-“""F(_ -—--)"-{ ,{tl
JOPdi \?,
New Orlegns - Datlas






- State Farm Insurance Companies &hH

I h 4
FLATH PR

ANFPRANLY

AT
. . PO Box BOT4
April 1, 2004 ' Baksion Spa, NY 12020
' ) Hours of Opradan:
Nondy - Fricey: 8:00am - 4:15pr

© Ford Motor Company Parklane Towners Wesd
3 pParklane Blwvd. Ste. 400

Dearborn, MI 4H1326-2568

. -
.. P
— | T
Date of Loss: , 2003 LT

Qur Insured: I APR
Vehicle Make: Ford & 3 2004
Vehicle Model: Explorer

] _l_uFFu::E CF THE
Vahicle Year: 1999 %_J
VIN: 1rvzus<E2X e —

Dear Ford Motor Coupany Parklane Towneis West:

Yhia State Farm Mutual Automobila Insurance Company insured 1999
Ford Bxplorer was involved in a engine-fire in compartment. We
pettled the claim with our insured for the amount of §5,168.88,
which includes our insured’s deductible,

Our investigatlon revealed the cause of the loms was dus te fire
atatted in the wt burned wires.

Enclesed 1a the documntatidn of Skate Farm Mutual Automoblle
Insurance Company's claim. The evidence is being held for your

Ainapection. You may contact me at the number liasted below Co make

arrangements to -inspect the 1999 Ford Explorer.

Pleage congider this letter as our demand to Ford Motor Corpany
Parklane Towhara West for reimbursement of %5,16B.88.

Sincarelyv,

ﬁﬁ CY-1-"0 e - ’ \ U\U\

{HER) 326-0153 Ext, 3833 | \Y) \5]'
State Farm Mutual Automcbile Insurance Company P Q \ @

J 7T A
EReS-p@=.) t-4778 \\ b
HOME OFRECES: BLOORMING TON, LLINGIS 6T TY0-HKH -~
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. ~ State Farm Insurance Companies® E

October 15, 2004 Paneio Ciskm Ofice
| . REC,ENED - :;wwm Dve
.- ' ' gUi22 M8 | Deun s oo
i FORD MOTOR COMPANY
- PARK LANE TOWERS WEST SUHTE 400
3 PARK LANE BOLHLEVARD

DEARBORN M| 48125-2568

RE: Clalm Number:

Owr Inaured:

Date of Logs:

Make, Model, Yeor: 1998 Ford Expl

VIN: . 1FMZLI3SPEWL
. Desr Sir or Madam:

The Identified vehicle b Insured by_State Farm Inawance . The vehicle experienced a
fire loss originaling in engine compartment.

State Famd® woukd T to give you anoppn:hmlytnlnmtinvmuuw ghve you advanced
notice of our potential subrogation claim. N

Pieass contact me, Jim Blount to
Sincarely yours,

8 tima for your inapaction.

JmEB
C Reprasantalive
State Farm Muluaf Automabile Insuranca Company
" (770) 593-5471

JEBAO25"1014003ar

HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTOR, ILLINOIE p1710-0381 ERSS-808 | C1-4784
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Roac'd repozt af a atructure f£ira, anroptm additluml information indicited a garage firms
with sll persons evacuated. Upon axrrdvel e "condition red®™ waz giwven by first arriviog CED
units. A fully invelved garage, attached to the houze with fire coming from the -zves and
roof ridge wvent., The fire zprsad te the rocof aren and advanced down the ranf line along the
ridge vent. Initially , thres preconnectsd 1-3/4" lines placed in cperation. Two linea into
tha garags and ond into the home Aftar dmock down of fire in garags adwanced line to the
sacand floor to cut off flre to the roof which wax wall involved. Removad pearsonnel and used
an elwvated mester stream from Truck 1 to achimve knock down un the entize the roof area.
After koock down reentered the atructure and conducted salvage and overbaul, putting oukt
hotspota from the second floor. Michcon and Detroit Edison secured servlee to the structure.
Fire Herahell notified and J.nventiglt.lan tnm. Fira axtingeished TOT Fira :I.nwmr_igntinn.
Origin: Garage. '

Tha five mepher of the family wers home at the tipe and sursxxzfuolly sscapsd, Smoke’ detem;ofs
functicned properly.

12/16/2000 21:29 Capt Adams
. E

Mexbars presant: Filre Marshal F Baryrott, Filre Inspactor G Eprys-Tellner, Firsfightar &
KBowalskl, Firnfighter K Hendarsom, Firefighter G Mearnic, CPR cfficar D Schrelner, CPD
qfficar B Schulte

n Decembex 16, 2000, at approxiwately 1448 hrs, this writer was notified via pager by CPD
dispstch of n working house fira lt_ This writer responded to the 2cens in
ky townahip wdsigned wehicle. HArriving at ths acene, after initisl obrarvations, thias
writar raqueastad that CPD lgl.lspltd‘t Call out the entire fire investigation team.

- )

1, Anthorization

|17 | |Rdans, Conald © [ [ L ||_ 12' IlEI' 2DDUI!

D lenr lu ﬁll’l‘l m figuapwrs Foultiom mf Cank Rppigreagnt Hooth mT Tamr .
b 11 ) | 17 | |Adams, Donald C i1 L || 1241161 2000]
ey P R P ———— E—— Faaltlen mr Tenk [Ty e Benth  Day  TEAD E
H chd .

ENDS-205-LC1-4188

Canton Flzs Deperteant o0 121412000 D0-00G42 ¢2
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Harrativa:

Fec'd repoxt of a atructura fire, enroute additisnal information indicated a garages fira wikh
a2ll persona evacuated. Upon arrival 2 "condition red” was given by first arriving CFD unitas.
A fully involved garage, atteched Lo the house with fire coming from the eves and roof ridge
vant. Tha H.re spresd te the roof arsa and sdvaticed down the roof line aleng che ridge vent,
Initislly ,” thras pracepnected 1-3/4%. lines placed in operation. Two linax intg the garage
and ona into the home.Aftar khock r.lmrn of fixg in garage advancsd lina to the zecond floor ta
cut off fira to the roof which was wall invelved. Beooved parsonnel and uzed an sisvated
master stream from Truck 1 to achieve knock down on the entire the roof area. Rfter knock
down reantered the s=tructure and conducted aalvagm and overhaul, puiting cut hotapasts from
the second floor. Michcon and Detrolt Edison secured service to the structure. Flre Marshall
naotified and investigation team Fire extinguished TOT Fize inveatigation. Origin: Carage.
The five mwmber of the family wara home at the time and suceasfilly ascapad. Smoke detectoras
functicned properly.

IZIEEEIZGDCI 21:29 Capk Adans

ﬁn‘mhnrs pIRsant: Firm Marshal F Barrett, Flra Inspector G Sprys~Tellner, Flrefighter G
Kowalskl, Firefighter K Senderson, Flrefiqhter © Mearnic, CPD officer D Schreiner, CPD
officer B Schultx

On Decenbar 18, Z000, at-approximately 1448 hre, this writer was notifiaed via pager by CPD
digpatch of 2 Working housa firs at This writer re=ponded te the scane din
my township as=zigned vehicle. _Mrivm, aftar 1nitial observaticns, this writer
raquested that CPD dispatch call out the entire fire lavestigaticn team.

Upen arrlval at the scens, this writer located and conferrwd with acene commander Capt. D
Adams. Capt. Adams advised that the initisl call ceme in s=x a garage firs. Opon arrival of
first suppressicn craws, the girage was engulfad and throogh the zoof, with fire in the ateic
of the houss. Seweral hand lines wera stratched for lnitial attack, buk after the fire had
sohtrol of the attic, all crews wers ordered qut of the house and an exterior attack was
iniriatad using tha laddar pipe on truck 1. Fer Capt. Adams, the rildge vent constructlon
provided wentilation for tha fire, and the fire litarelly ron through the attic. . Drl:h.lu.'l.
wax underway upan this writors arrim

This writar performed 2 360" walk around the firm scene. The Scene was a two atory housa,
approximately 2000-24D0 aquars Eset. A twWo car garage wWes attached to ths MM carner,
axtending out to the weat. The roof of the garage was burned away, and the dabris rested on
top of 2 wehicles viaible insfde the garage. The from to the sscond floor of the houae over
the garage, was soverely fire damaged, and the roof of tha house was hasvilly :E_'.,ra damagad
with large areas mixzsing.

A5 overhaul was atill underway, whlle waiting for the fire investigation team to aasemble,
this writer assisted with salvage of lmportant family papers from the Ilrst flooxr, as well aa
femily photc’s end Christmas gifts from the secopd flocr.

As the overhaul operation<wound down, this writsr took command of the fire investigatien, and
began the axterior photography of the home. Asx membars of the team arrived, Firafighter K
Bsnderaon was assigned to abtain & conment to search from the homegwnar. The aigned docunsnt
was delivered to this writer on completion. Firefightar X Henderaon and Firefighter G5
Haarnic wers then asalgned to complete the photography detail. CPD officer [ Schreiner
arrived and wasr assignad the tack of interviewing the famlly maaberx and any witnesasa, Upen
his mrrival, CPO officer B BEchultz wae assigned to a=szist with this datail.

Upon entry inte the house, the first flcocor entry from the garages showed haavy fire dsmage.
Beyond that, the first floor showed heavy water gamage with large arcas of the drywall
cefiling and walls fallan down. The basement showed no fire Jdamage, but again, was bheavilly

Cintos Flrw Dapacimant i LLF]L 117147000 Ol=-004{ 267

ERBE-223-LG1-4T787
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water damagad, ©On the sscond Elcor, mll of the drywall ceilings had either fallen or had '

basn pulled down during suppression. Wat drywall and ilnsulatlon covered the encire arsa. The
attie, vimible throughout the Eecond fleor, was hen.illy charrad throeghout, with large
sections burned away. At the request of tha hmmmer, & palr of glaz=ex in a caze werw
racovered from tha debria in the nmaﬂ floor mastar bedroom bath,.-and were delivered to the’
NG ONOEY. - ot

After a pericd of time, tenm momhara conferred with this writer on theitr assigned tasks. CPD

officer D Schreiner reported that he had interviewed the occupants of tha eported
that the family had been home at the tims of the flre. The fathar, had
arrivad apnroximetely 20 minutas prier to the first indication of . Hm had parked a Ford |

Explorar in tha right hand paxking spot of the garage, leawing the garage door open. He then
progenaded into the house, closing the entry door behind him. Approx. 20 minutes later. the
famlily was alerted by smoks detector actlvition, and aftar ssirching the interior of the
house and finding nothing, smoks was noticwd comiog in around the garage entry door. The
family hurriedly axited the bouse via tha front door. All family meshers exited without
injury. Flames ware potad in tha upper ceiling areaa of the garage with hsavy emoke isauing
below,

Frocesding from the areas of least, or ho fire dapage, to the area of hedavimat damage, the
inveatigatara were lead to the garage and attic areay. Frowo the atatements of the cccupants,
flagwa were visihls in tha garage upop their exit. It appears to this writer, that the fire
originated Insids the garsga, and aftaxr wventilating thzough the roof, re-sntared the house
wia vants locatsd juat interior to the gutters. Once into tha attls area, 3 ridga vent that
ran tha entlra lengtk of the atric provided l:llq'u.lt- ventilation for tha fire ko szzily and
quickly engqulf tha apace, .

Attantlon was turned to the garage. A Sawz-all was used to out rocofing debris away from the
vahicles inaide the garage. Hayflower Towing company was ragoested, mnd vpon thelr arrival,
were inAtructed to extricats the vehiclea from the gazage. Both cara wers ramoved from tha
garage angd wars photographed in tha driveway. As darkneas had fallen at this point, both H
carns ware ordered lopowmded by this writer, and wers taken wia flatbed truck to t‘he :
Hayflower yard for later examination. i

Lighting was set up iIn the form of floodlights, powsred by a geperator lacatsd curhside. Ax !
Zirefighter Hendersen was exsisting with the homeowner mnd the family 4n anothac detall, this |
writer photograpiud the interier of tha garaga. The garage had besn completely drywelled |
prlor te the £ire, hut at this point, all drywall was goiwa dus to fira and watar. The i
IZraming of the sidewalls showed no flase damage. The intericr well showed minor damage to the !
stud cavities where electrical outlsts and awitch boxes were located. Qne cavity centared in
the wall, boused a2n mlectric:l outlet. Ancther carvity located jowxt to the left of the entry i
tdoor to the hotiaa, housed & light switch., The cavities as well as the elwctrical cutlets end
switches wers axaxmined. In both cazas, the boxea.znd the wiring inside were heavilly :
damaged, but there was limited extension upward Lnto the cavitisx. It ix the cpinien of this
writer, that neithar elactric box ware involved in the ignition, but that the fire invaded

the boxes durlng the course ‘ef the fire. -The remaining ceiling arsa, located interior to the
garage, waa aleo the structural floor elemsnts of the second floor above. This ceiling

showsd heavy flame danmge, increasing in geverity from the area in which the Ford Explores

had basn parked, northward to the north wall. - "

The lavestigatlon was halted for a brief period, after a rekindisa occurred, snd flames were
observed slong the south roof peak of the house. Suppreszicn crews were equested to return,
and auhsequently =suppresaed the rekindla.

CeD officers D Echreinsr and B Schultz wers ve-assigned aftar complating their previous
details, to maasure and sketch the houss.
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It was noted in the garaga debris, that where the Ford Explorar had bhasn parked, the alumfnuy
radiator and other small alominum parts were laying on the garage flonr. Thare were no =igns
of ¢ar parts-or almpilar debris in the area where the 777%% was parl:ed. B diagram drawn by
the homeownar indicated that a ga.:nl:.:!h can was centered along the.interior wall of the
garage., A lewnmower anhd anowblower ware locsted in the same arez. A zmall shelf in the
north interior corner held oil, insecticlides, apd apother gas can. PRemovel of tha debrig
began in the northwest cormer of the garige and procasdsd in a clockwlae direction. A heawy
ndor of gasoline was notmd in the dehris, and was sttributed to the gas can that had been
loratqd on the corner ahelf. unit. Ericks and other debris knocked dowo during the lattaer
stagas of suppression wers found on top of the gas can and other indicated items in that’
sreas. Tha remains of the snowblower and lawnmower were located as shown on the homeowners
diagram. The nelted remains of a plaskic gas can were located ms shown on the diagramn, in
batwaen the lawnnmowaer and snowblower. The remaina were the bottom of the contminar only.
The arcaa werz cleared to the floor. As the floor along the interior wall of the garage wasz
cleared, it was noted that the sill plate in thiz arsa was charrsd all the way to the floox.
Insulaticn in the wall directly behind tha gas can remains atgo showed heat damage.

It should be notad that there are no natural gas appliances or supply lines in the aresz of
tha garage. . e

Using my training. knowledge, and sxpuriance, it is the conclusioh of thia writer, that the
e originated inmide the garage. Evidence indicatez that thare ware high heat econditlisona

:I.n the area of the Ford Expleorar. The low burning of the s1ll plate on the

intarldr e is indicative of the presence of a flammable liquid, such as_gasoline. The
aomount of hpat at floor level ia syxpicious, dince the girage door was open, and heat by
natura, should have riaen and azitsd the ertuvels of the gazage. It ia the opinion of
thip writer, and I ehonld stress, thet 1?35@%31::1“, that the fira criglnatad within
the Ford Explorer. The firs subsaquently invelved plastic racyele hins and the plestic gas
can that were located on the floor in froant of the vehiclwe. '

Fire Inspector Sprya-Tellner willl B¢ examining both vehizles from the garage at a‘latar date.
A saparate aub-raport will ba filed. A separate sub-repaort will be also be filed by CPDR
officar D Schreiner with regard to the interview of the occopants of the houss. His
sub-report will inclode a sketch of the honza.

1272172000 11:15 FM.Barrett

At approximately 15:00 hrs op 12/19/2000 this writer conducted a firm Iinvestigation of
two wehicle's in conjunction with ths abowe stated bouse ‘flre. The vehicles in queation were

located ipn the garage of i ] T two vehicles ware toued from
the scane of the houss fira a eunded at tha Hayflowesr tow yard for further
investigaticn.

-¥ehicls $1 was a 1999 Ford Windstar minivan. The vehicle was a four door model with a
hatch back to the rear. The locaticn of this particular vehlclsa during the firs wax oo the
far and af the garage away, for the entry door to the housa., Upon further investigation of
the wehicla thia writer obadrvad hezvy danage to the vehlcle as & result of the sbove stated
hoyes fixa, A portion of the garage door, and roafing material had fallen on the vehicle
during firs suppression cperationx. Ax a resulk of the abovs mentionad collapse tha wehicla
auvatained heavy danage to the roof and pazzenyger compariment. Heavy fire damage was alss
noted to the entire vehicle to include the passenger compartment as well as the sngine
compertrent. The axterior showed aignz of heavy fire damage. The tizea were completsly
coneumed with cnly the rims left. The gas cap and £ill spout were alsu consuped, RCCESS Lo
[ the engine-compartment was gained via. The haod releass weachsnism. Upon inapection of the
engine compartment this writer found fire damagm to the entire compaztoent. A good mumber of
the hoasez and belts wers conaymed as a result of the fire. The engine did not appear to have
any major structural damzge to it prior te the fire. Forkiona of the battery, radiatar and
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- other cogponepts were found intact at the time of this inveatigatlion. The pasaenger
compartrent suatained heavy fire and structural damage dus the above pentioned fire. Rl of
the doors wers closed and letched at the time of-the fire, It was unknown If the deors were
lecked at the time of the fire dus to the fact ths lock mechanizms were consumed by the fire.
Partions of tha dash, radio and otherfinterior itams wars found dering this inveatfgqation.
This writer cbserved that tha majority-bf the contsnts of the paxsangar compartment were
sonsumed by the fire.

Vahicla 42 was a 1599 Foxd Explexer. The vehicle was a four door model with a hatch back
to the rear. The above wehlcle alzo had 2 sun ronf. The location of the vehicla at the time
of the fire was located directly adjacent to the Ford Windstar in front of the house sntry
door. As mentioned abowa the vehicle was towsd and impounded for further investigatiom.

Uporr forther investigation of the vehicle this writer observed heavy fire and atructoral
damage te the vehiclea as a rasult of a fire. The extarior showed heavy fire damage. The
tires were complataly consubwd with oply tha rims left. The frent drivers aide rim showaed
signs of melting ax a result of the fizra. The drivers =ide rear rim also showed =2igps of
malting posxsibly due= to the gas tank wenting during the firs. The gas cap and fill spout
ware alzo consumed by the fire, Acoass to the angine compartment was gainad via. The hood
rulease mechanism. Upon iospection of the engine compartment thix writer observed heavy fire
damage as a reasylt of a fire. The radlator, and portions of the air conditloning units wers
parely coneuoned and mealted away from the vehicle+—When the wehdicls was axtricated from the
- garage area these ltemz wars found on the garage floor below tha vabicle. Rll of tha heses
- balt=x and plastic parta were campletely consmmed hy tha fire. Opon further investigaticn af
the sngine compartment this writer obtainmd Flujd lesvels £or boeth the all, and trana floid.
The oil level was approximately cne half inch below the £ill lime. The trans fluld showed
full. The engine did not sppear to hawe any major structural damags to it pricr to the fire.
The passenger compartment showad hesvy signs of firs and structural damage as a xesult of the
fira. 2All four doora .to ipclode the rear hatch were claosed and latched during the fira, It
. iz unknown if the dooras wera locksd diring the fire due to the fact the lock mechanisms wers
consumad by tha fire. This writer ohserved porticns of the windzhield and other intarior
componeants strevn ahout the Interior of the vehlcolae. Opon further inveatigation of the
interior af tha vaehicle thiz writer nhanrvnd a good majerity of the contants cansumed by the
fire. .

Baged om thﬂ ahave !tatld axamination, 1t is this writera opinion through tralnmng,
ecucation, mpd sxperience that the ﬂr- starced in the area of the anglne compartmant <f tha
19%9, Ford Explorez.

.E . ‘The above stated inwestigation can::.sta:l of physical investigation of both vehicles ax
7 well as teking photographa. For mors information please refer to the Canton Township vehicle
fire lovestigation form located in the main flle,

L L T |
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At approximately 15:00 hrs cn 1271872000 this writer conducted a fire investipation of
two vehicle’s in conjunction with the sbove sated house fire. The vehicles in question were
logated in the garege of RN B 7. tvo vebicles were towed from
the scene of the honse fire and impounded at the Mayflower tow yard for further investigation.

- Vehicle #1 was 8 1959 Ford Windstar minivan. The vehicle was a four door model with a
hatch back to the rear, The location of this particular vehicle during the fire was on the far end of
the garage away for the eatry door to the house. Upon further investigation of the vehicle this
writer observed heavy demege to the vehicle as a result of the above stated house fire, A portfon
of the garage door, and roofing material kad fallen on the vehicks during fice suppression
operations. As a resalt of the above mentioned cellapse the vehicls sustained heavy damage to
the roof and passenger compartment. Heavy fiye damage was alsn noted tn the entire vehicle to
iticheds the passenger pompartment aa well ag the engine compartment, The exterior showed
stgns of heavy fire damnge. The tires were completely consumed with coly the rims left. The
gms cap end fill spout were also consemed. Access to the engine companment was gained via
The hood reesse methanism  Upon ingpection of the angine compartment this writer found fire
damage to the entire compartment. A good mmber of the hoses and belts were contumed 2z 3
result of the fire, The engine did not appear to have any nvjor strecturs] damage 1o it prior to the
fire. Portions of the bateery, radiator and other compaonenits were found intect at the timeg of this
investigation. Mpumgumnpammmmdhmwﬂmmdmﬂdmmdmﬂm
ghova mentionad fire. Aﬂufthedqotswm:lumd&ndlatchedntheumnﬂhefu I'twas
unknmﬁthudmwmlnchduthaummﬂh&ﬂudumﬂﬂﬁﬂthlmkmmhmmm
consumed by the fice. Portions of the dash, radio and other iiterior items vere found ditring this
investigation. . This writer observed that the majority of the conients of the pessenger
compartmesst were conyumed by the fire

Vehicle #2 was 1 1999 Ford Explorer. 'l'hnvdunlawnafwdum'modulmﬂuhatch
bacl to the rear. The sbove vehicls also had a sun roof. 'lhel-ucaﬁnnofﬂlevw:hauhem
of the fire was jocated directly adjacept to the Ford Windstar in front of the house entry ddor, As
mentioned above the vehicle was towed and impounded for further investigation. Upon further
investigation of the vehicle this writer observed heavy fire and stmchural damage to the vehicle
g2 a resplt of a fire. The exterior showed beavy fire dimage. The tires were completely
consumed with only the rims left. The fronl drivers xide rim showed aigns of melting &< a rexult
of the fire, The drivers side tear rim also showed signs of raelting possibly due to the gas tank

'\_'mingduﬁngthuﬁm. The gas cap and fill spout were also consorred by the fire. Access to the

engine compariment was gained via. The hood release mechanism. Upan inapection of the
engine compestment this winter observed heavy fire damags as a result of a fire. The radiator,
and portions of the air conditioning unity were partly consumed and melted away from the
vehicle. When the vehicle was extricated from the garage arca these items were found on the
garage floor below fhe vehicke. All of the hoses beles and plastic parts were completely
consumed by the fire. Upon fusther investigaiion of the engine compartment this writer obteined
fiuid levels for both the oil, and trans flivid. The oil level was approximately one half inch below
the fill line. The trans fluid showed full, The engine did not appear to have any major structural
damage to it prior to the fire. The passenger compartment showed beavy signs of fire and
structural damege a5 a result of the fire, All four doors to include the rear hatch were closed and
latched during the fire. I is unknown if the doors were Tocked during the fire die to the fact the
lock mechanizims were consumed by the fire. This writer observed portions of the windshield

" EAS-BE-1 C1-4TRE



and other interior components strewn sbout the interjor of the vehicls. Upan further
investigation of the interior of the vehideﬂnswmubunrﬂdagmdmajmtj of the contents
consumed by the fire.

Based on the above mdmmmnmﬁnswnm opinion fhrough training,
edmmmandmpmmmthnttheﬁmstandmthnmoﬁh:mgm compartment of tha 1999,
Ford Explorer. -

The above =tated investigation consizted of physical investigation of both vehicles a5 well
as taking photographs, For move information please refer to the Canton Township vehicls fire
mvestigation formn logated in the main fila,

?im Inspector,

-

Gre, . Sprys-Tellner
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™ - CANTON TOWNSHIP -
VEHICLE FIRE INVESTIGATION

CFD Ingident # _"-nkgﬁg__ Date of investigation rg,];g{_aa Time___ /5:08 -

Year 44 Make __ Ford Model— Enplorer - Color {T) (B).

Plate Number-_State Lt Expireson ___04/94/2001
Vehicle Identificalion Number _@M,u_-

O Examined et Scane 1 Other Location,__#dwest fobs  Segiuiy

Location attime of fre Raaé?y Q Shoutder O Driveway O Field Eﬁ-ﬂw ﬁ'},m! '

Legalty parked at tims of fire O No O Undeterminad

Passenger l.‘;ompartment

Burglar Alarm System: Yes 1 No Qliniact O Missing BT Undetermined
Steering Column O Intact 0 Missing O Copsumed U Locked ® Undtermined
gion:  Olintat OiMissing AConsumed 0 Undetermined

a _ U Locked [ On Positon Qoff Poslion
Ignition Key: Bl Atacene Bl Missing 0O rmexd (] Undetermined -
Doshboard: Ointact O Missing EConsumed - 1 Undetermined

Radio:  Olintat OMissing & Consumed 0 Undetermided
Speakers: [Olintact [ Missing ETonsumed O Undetammined
Console  DOintect O Milaskyg E’fm L) Undeterminad
Glove Box: Olintact O Missing [ Consumed 0 Undeterrmined
Front Seatt Qlintect  UMissing ETonsumed O Undetermined
RearSeat Olintat UOMissing ETomsumed O Undetenmined
Odometer [intact OiMissing [FConsumed 1 Undatermined
Odometar reading Mites ‘ -
Od Change Stcker O Intact (3 Miasing- & Consumed CILIndmnnlned - Te T
Oi Change Sticker If present, dates / mileage % Yeme dwner - 1fISho

List rnajur personal affects in passenger compartmant _tzre _Eond Qnuzup_ugd!

.'-

< ]
LRt
} "y ‘. .

R KL
".. i L
wat

ENGINE COMP NT: 23
Hood lock intact D) Missing (3 Jammed O Closed () Open ElFriadhyFn i
Inside hood release Jlock @Yas 0O Cundetermined - -"«'ﬁ
Engine O intact {3 Missing ngn-(:unsumed I Consumed l:ll.lndetemﬁad

n'..."_ ".r'

adn
Sy
u_-l""'-:- |'
' 4
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Right Resr O Intact 0 Missing ‘0 Good OFair OBad B Undetarmined
Spare Dintact O Missing D Good O Far B Bald BEUndetermined

Comments _ QU Tires  Caugo ;h by {Are  Drively s:de Fioel + Reor Riord

et Bhamed  sasic

nemu

Boo R CYLINDERS (LOCKS): . .

Electric Lacks [J No
Interior trunk release button O Yes

O No

m’ﬁndetenninad

boft Front (intact € Melted 0 Punched QMissing E'Undetermined (JPried by FD
Right Front O intact &l Melted [} Punched U Missing ['Undetermined OPried by FD
teft Rear DOlintact E3Metted O Punched OMissing E'Undetermined DPried by FD
Right Rear I Intact I Maked ©)Punched 0 Missing G{pdetermined OlPried by FD

Rear Hatch U Intact (3 MeRed [ Punched 0 Missing
Trunk Ointact ElMelted O Punched O Missing

Jack - lugwrench  Ulintact (3 Missing
Trunk contents / Personal affects _ Guarvme] ba Hre

& Undetesmined

ndetermined OPriad by FD
mmined  (QPred by FD

GasCap Ointact 0 Misslng & 'Consumed DDamagad 33 Undstermined

@ Consumed [ Damaged O Undetermined
Intact (O Missing [ Conzumed Unamaged [ Undetarmined

Rust = G-Gcod condlfion, L-Light surface n.lat, M-Medium rust, no visibla hales,

Damage = G-Good condition, N-Normal to include minor denis, scrapes, scraiches and alc.

GAS TANK:

Fill Plpe a1 0 Missing

Fuel Tank
"BODY CONDITION:

H-Heavy rust with vishbile holes

D-major damage

Front Bumpar ~  LClintact ©]Missing
Hood {Fntact . O Miszing
Grill Ointact O Missing
Front burnper Uintact [ 3Mssing
R Front fander g)nfad U] Missing
R Front door Intact [ Migsing
R Rear door @ intact 1) Missing
RRearquater intect O Mizsing
Rear bumper Eintact 0 Missing
Trunk Lid Ointact O -Missing
L Rear quarter E‘Intar.:t I Missing

& Consumed ___Rust

CConsumad _£ Rust
@fonsumed __- Rust
Ofonstmed ___Ruat

‘(Consumned _¢_Rust

OConsumed £ Rust
OConsumed & Rust

- Okconsumed €_ Rust

OConsumned _& Rust
CQconsumed __ Rust
Oconsumed _k Rust

— Damaga .
£ Damage
__Damage
— Demaga
& Damage
£ Damaga
& Damage
,E, Damage
£ Darmnage
- Damage
£ Damage
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B : - CANTON TOWNSHIP

2 VEHICLE FIRE JNVESTIGATION

,CFD Incidant # Hgﬂq{a Date of invastigation ia\f:s;fn Time__5:%
Vear _49a Model-= L odur Gnlnrm {B) _

Haté Number " State 01 Erpresbn nj{a[{ 200

Vehlicle identification Number SE RS
() Examined at Scene 3 Other Location _ Mect  uio .«- Be fizife ﬁiﬂ BJ. oo

Location at time of frs ) Roadwsy 0 Shoulder O Driveway D3 Field @ Dthar_garayo.
Legally parked at time of fire E Yes O Noe (O Undetermined

Pmanger Gampartment '

Burglar Alarm System;. Q1 Yes O No O intact I:lmmng @ Undetsrmined
Steering Column El/tact O Missing Erymsumne«i Otocked O Undetermined
lgnition: intact L} Missing [FConsumed 0 Undatarmined

QPunched Ollocked UoOnPositon 0 Position -

lgnition Key: BrAtscene O Missing OConsumed 3 Undetermined
Dashboard: Ointat O Missing @Consumed 0 Undatermined
-Radlo: O intact [ Missing ggnsumed 0O uUndetermined
Speakers: Ollntact [ Missing nsumed 0 Undetermined
Conscle DOintat O Missing @Tonsumed O Undetermined
Glove Box. Dlintact O Missing @Consumed O Undetermined
FrontSeat DCiintad O Missing [RTonsumed 0 Undetermined

- RearSeat: intact [ Missing @ Consumed Q Undetermined

Odometer Qintact O Missing BTontumed 0 Undetermined
Odometer reading Mies

Ol Change Sticker 0 Intact U Missing [ Consumed B‘i.l/ndetenﬁnad
Oll Ghange Sticker if present, dates / ilsags _

List major personal affects in passanger comparimert _ Ceagu b {! by fiee

1
e

ENGINE COMPARTMENT: LI -:_’*.f__:.-i
Hoodlock f Intact O Missing O Jammed EClosed 0 Open l:IFrin:IhyFD b -
Inside hood release / jock CNo- Qundetaminad '*“"”
Engihe O Intact DMlssh'ig at-Consvmed U Consumed DUndetannhed _

>
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¢ Right Rear Ointact [ Missing [0 Good OJFalr [Baid [FUndetermined

Sparé Ointact O Missing [ Good O Falr O Bak & Undetenmines
Comments __ 81 Tires Coyvined by £ '

_—

DOOR CYLINDERS (LOCKS): " .
Elactric Locks E1No ™ 'Yes |
 Interior trunk relesse button (IYes O No Eindetermined
LeftFront Olintect @' Melled O Punched 1 Missing 0 Undetermined QlPried by £D
Right Front Olintact {4 Melted ©) Punched [ Missing O Undetermined ClPried by FD
LeftRear [limtact @ Melted O Punched O Missing 0l Undetermined OiPried by FD
Right Rear Olintact [@Mshed [Y Punched (JMissing O Undetermined OlPrisd by FD
Rear Hatch Qntact E&'Metted 3 Punched O Missing O Undetermined DPried by FD
Trunk  Olintact O Msited O Punched O Missing O Undetermined OPried by FD

Jack-Lugwienich  Olintac OQMissing & Undetermined
—— Trilnk contents ! Personal affecta {_‘agm,m£ hEi e

GAS TANK: | |
GasCap Qintact 0 Missing Gd'Consumed O Damaged O Undetermined
FilPipe Ointagt O Missing @'Consumed {0 Damaged O Undelermined
Fuel Tank " U intact [ Missing (Ol Consumed (1 Dameged [ Undetermined

BODY CONDITION: - " N

Rust = G-Good corditlon, L-Light surfacs rust, M-Medium rust, no visible holes,

H-Heavy rust with visible holes

Damage = G-Good condltion, N-Normal to include minor dants, =crapes, acralchas and elc.
- P-major démsage :

Front Bumper Qintact I Missing ® Consumed __ - Rust . Damage

Hood Eintact .OMissing O Consumed _£ Rust ¢ Damage

Grill Cintact [ Misging @Eonsumed __ Rust _ Damage

" Front bumper QO intact . O Missing @Consumed __ Rust __ Damage
RFontfender  @intact OMssing  OConsumed _€ Rust & Damage
RFromtdoor  ntact OlMissng  OlConsumed € Rust &_Damage
R Rear door Hintact OlMissing OConsumed £ Rust & Damage ..
RRearquarter = @ Intact DMissing [lConsumed £ Rust £ Damage
Rear bumper Qintact © Miasing WCeonesumed ___Rust __ Damage
Trunk Lid A intact- OiMisslng  OConsumed i Rust £ Demage
LRearquater intact CiMissing  ClComsumed & Rust ¢ Damage
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AasanDcI LTEH PREDICATION:

mmpm:spmdimmdupunthnmqumnfhir BﬂlFluwm Hashnssh[umﬁ

, Specisl Investigation Tioit, to conduct an investigation m
mqmﬂMﬂumlqurngsgrmExpmqa

indstar,

SECRETARY OF STATE:

" Through the Seczetary of State, the following infonmation was obtained:

1999F0RD 1EMzusaxX I 2°STA-WAGON M ORIGINAL
06011995 184K1430164  EXPLORER 36 A

FORD CR MICH TITLING TRST LSR
HENRY FORD REALTH SYSTEMS LSE
1 FORD PL

DETROIT 48202-3450-

- "NQ SBCURED INTEREST GN RECORD-

REGISTB.ATIUH MDRMA'HDH
RNLTSI PC-RENEWAL
07012001

MI 5038

- »

ERBB-208-1 014817
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1995 FORD IFMZASHSXHE 27 STA-WAGON ORIGINAL
05061955 121K1250107. . WINDSTAR 34

FORD MOTOR CREDIT COMPANY .

POBOX 105704  05/05/1999 . | ;
ATLANTA GA 30348 :

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: . |
 g5TESM PC-RENEWAL |
04/26/2001 . E2%1-622-108-320

MI SOS ' :

INSPECTION: '

On December 18, 2000 of 3:30 p.m. , &ushvuhgmrmudatm&wutTwm:mBeﬂmﬂu
RnadinﬁnmnTwmhp,hmnductmmlaﬁonmhﬁcﬂmhﬂﬂfa 1959 Ford, Explorer
ada 1999Fmd.'ﬁ'hdstar

Dnnul.theum.ulmms;mﬁnnprmdedthe following infoemstion:
 §EE ENCLOSED INVESTIGATION REPORT
Pﬁorhluvhsﬂ:emgf.swuﬂﬂmmhrplnhmﬂrstnhmnﬂmmdm

ORIGIN AND CAUSE INVESTTGATION:

On Decenber 18, 2000 st 3:30 p.m., , this Fnvestigator arived at Midweat Towing on Belleville
Roed in Canton Township, to conduct an origin sud canse investigation into the fire loss of a
1999 Pard, Bxplorer, Vehicle Kentifieation Number mazus-;xzxz-

ERRS-B05-L.C1-4818
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Tnitial observations reveal evidence that the wulility velicle wes inside a strocture at the time of
) -theﬁr:umd:utndhythﬂmﬂﬂpmgnfﬂrmﬁwnndmdmlnhmdebnsﬁ:mdmmumf
-and within the prssenger compartmeant,

The examination continmes mdal]nftﬁewmduwglm]mmelted.uﬂed,ﬁlhngmmdnut
during the courss of the fire. 'Ihumveuhgahunﬁmhnemlsaﬂ of the paint to have been
munmaddmmgﬂummufthuﬁm

At this tinge, the investigation is focused b the rear of the vehicle where the taillight assemblics
have been consumed and both rear tires have been consamed. ‘The exentination fiurthér reveals
extenstye melting to the cest aluminum wheels with the fill mbe foand within the cargo sTea,
baving been placed Into same at the fire scene., The exarmation farther reveals that the firel tonk -
has ventad during the conrse of the fire as indicated by the extensive damage to the undersida.

'Ih:exmmthnuofﬁunmnghﬂndmﬂudmﬂ’smdemala it has basn consimed dunng
the couras of the fire. The sxamination finther reveals both fromt tires to have beéen conszmed
during the coarse of the fire with melting of the [eft froat custom whesl.

ﬁuﬁmﬁmﬁmhmhmdhﬂmpmquidmfﬁ:uﬂitywhkhwhmmm
baoard remains and the right front custom wheel is basically intaét, however, the tire has been
consumed.

'I'hamm;mhunut’ﬂnmm mmﬁsﬂm.mlmvmim“ the remgins of wood
_ dabris frozen within tha cargn grea Further, thmuthemmnuflmlmd,mustpmbably
ﬂmthcnpmm

dmingﬂnmmnfﬂmﬁn:!humhﬂmﬂrmﬁmulﬂhﬂtkﬁnhumﬂm '
penetrating the maf of the vehicle directly ahove the rear seats. Moving forward to the frone
geats, there i a substantial amount of wood debsis Sozen, the seats aro consimed on the back:
gides and pertially consmmed on the front. The exemimation further raveals that the sunroof has
melied in doxing the course of the fire, which alzo has allowed debris from the struchire to fall

within the pastenger compartment. 1

The cxamination is now focuscd 1o the dashboard area where a sdbstantial smotmt of the
dashhoard remains on the Ieft of deiver’s side. The examuination of the dght or passsuger zids
reveals partial consumption of the dashboard and, 2t this time, debris is frozen within this ares.




BVRE:-~  Hastings Munal Policy No I,
T HaAFile No. 00-2425VF .

Iannarr?.i.?ml
ngett :

Entry ia now gained into tha mgine compartment whars the radistor and air conditioning
condenzer has been consnmed during the eorse of the fire. Ths exumination farther reveals the
right front héedlight asscmbly is no longer present and there is the remains of the loft front

hestight asvembly. 1t should be noted that a portion of the shest metz] has besn pulled cutward

mﬂhhmmwnwheﬂmthuwmpufmmdmthemvalafmawhuhﬁmhmm
the transportation of it to the tow facility. _

mmmmcmﬂmmwwmm out of ita bracket, the mam

1ead traveling to the alternator it Groken and void of inmlatiom, bowever, nnmdmnfmf____“'
clectrical fnilting conld be found. The examinmtion of the valve cover on the right or passenger

slde reveals the right fiont spark plog boot is preseat snd fire demaged and, as yoo travel
rmmrﬂ.mupukphlghuuhmhcwﬂyﬁmdm:ydmdlhmstmmﬂymnmﬂ --

mmnftheuppﬂpwﬂnnuflhtm:meﬂs mmundﬁm damage and
the 3ir conditioning pumnp in e Jeft front hat melted out of itn bracket into tha Iower saction of
ths engipe. The sxamination further reveals that the reinforced fue] lines are present and travels
upward and into the fiiel rail. The examination of the xres of the battery reveals no evidenes of
the remnzins nfthepmﬁmclhlumfnmﬂmdumndm&ahhnughthqmmdnf
insulation, there is no cvidente of my clectrical faulting.

MMM&M&&MMM@IMMMWMMMW
tp have drained during the courses of the fire. Tiw examination of the cansmission fluid reveals
that it is fall md clean, tha oil is overfill and clean, and can be attributed to water entering the
engine during fire extinguisiment. The examination continess and there is extensive fire
darmage to the two spark plug boats in the an,w:&ﬂuluﬂ&untmtkphmhmtﬁm

damaged but sh]lprml.

Thei Investigation comtintes and ﬂ:h'-ﬂdmh'hnm have hm :mndﬁmgth:m of the

fire, the uppec hoso et the cogine reveals the clamp and some hose emaining, the bower hose kas -

- been consumed and no.clamp is present and may very well heve falien off 2t the fire scene.

After completing menmmanunufthcvehl:!e,menstswm damage was within ths engine
compartment .

Atﬁuaume,thumvmgnmmmﬁ
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FORD WINDSTAR:

While at the two fcility, ﬂnslnwst:gmrmuudawﬂﬂmdwm Vehicle

Idmhﬁcahmﬂnmbﬂ'm&ﬂ@_mmmmmmm;lmm
" have mefted, eracked, falling in and ot during the course of the fire. The examinstion fiurther
reveals that the roof has coltapged during the courze of the fire and the metal roof hat meltnd
through, confirming that this vehicle was atan housed withm ¢ strocture st the time of tha fire,

The exenination of the exterior of fe vehicle reveals all of the pait to have been consumed
during the coumne of the fire.’ The examination of the rear of the vehicle reveals the wizperound
tumper has been consumesd, both taillights havs heen eonsumed, hoth rear tires have been:
conmmned, and there it extensive molting 1o the alominum wheels. The examination firther -~
revegls the most severe damags present to the left-rear enstiom wheel, the fill tube is ao longer -
pmmt,mdﬁuﬁmlhnkhuvmt:ddmmgthemufth&ﬁm

Mwmgwhﬁmﬁm&mewhmlu,mmﬁdmmmlﬂﬁmtudmm
pad renining og the right front, and the aleminum wheels ars basically intact. The examination
reynaly the headlight essemblics have melted out durmg the couxse of the firs and the front
wraparound tumper hus been consumed. Itahnuldbenn{edﬂmﬁnndinurmﬂmmndim
condenser are present with some evidence of heat exposare damags.

The exargination of the passsnger compartment reveals it is snow covered nd there is debris
from the struchure frozen within the passenger compertment. The exsminafion of the passenge’
Wmvulnparhﬂumuptmnufﬂmmmhnsﬁblm '

The investigation is now focuzed 1o the engine comparknent whers upot gaining entry, itis
determined that combustibles remam in the arez of the power distribution center ia the Inft Bont.
- The battery hes fatlea into the lower part of the engine snd plates o visible, The sxamination
of the main Yepd traveling to the alternator on the right or passenger side revesls it is void of
ingulation, howeves, thers i3 no evidence of any electrical fmiting. The examination frrther
muhthemnfwmdﬁldhmunheawhrﬁredm:dmdhnuqﬂﬂeﬂmmm
connections, however, hose remaims within the counectors. ‘The examinatjon further reveals
remains of heater hoses and silencer pad at the bulkhesd and the remaing of belts and hoses, The
examinatinn of the battery cables reves] that thay are void of inmlation, however, there is no

At this time, no evidence of any fire origin within the engine compartment could be fond.
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It should ba noted that the extenstve fire damage to the rear undemsids can be attibuted to the
fuel tank veating during the course of the fire, and the extensive firs damage within the
passenger compartment of the vau car be attributed to the collipse of the roof strocture and
ﬂehnsbmngmﬂ:mﬁl:pmermmm

At this fime, the mvestigation continnes.

TITLE INFORMATION:

999 Ford, Explorer, is a original Jeass to
igan gn June 1, 1999, Thereisno
not dus to expire until Jaly

secured ineerest listed on recond G000 T
1, 24001.

HIGB“\"IHASSIST
A review of the NICB Vinassist indicates Shat the 1959 Furd,Emlom}Cl..%}H unqu:ppndmﬂ:
a 4.0 liter V-6 engine, mud wos assembled in St. Louis, Haretwood, Missourd.

HA.TIDHAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC & SAFETY ADMINIS!I'RATION

AM&MHMEMT@&SMMM&W:,MM;:
1990 Ford, Explorer, prothmedmreunrd:. Amufﬂ:urmlhmeﬂedmpmmdm

the fire in question.
ALL D TEM:

A'search of the All Data System peaduced 2 mumber of echnical sarvice bullating partaining to
thé vehicle in quastion  {See enclosed technical service bulletins.) .
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TITLE INFORMATION:

'Anﬂwﬂmmmﬁmmmmm\mﬂ that this is
original purchase, transfezred fato the name or B

Drive, Camton, Michigan on May 6, 1999, At the time of the transfer, the len holder was listed
a3 Ford Motor Credit Company. Thehnmaphteu-u
26, 2001, Endmf:hmmhwhmdmengmM

_NICB s _ i

A roview of the NICB Vinassist indicatas that the 1999 Ford, Windstar, is equipped with a 3.8 .-
" liter engine and was assembled in Oskville, Ontaria, Canada. _

NATIONAL HIGEWAY TRAFFIC & SAFETY ADMINISTRATION:

A sexrch of the National Highway Traffic & Safety Administration, Recalf Datahase, involvinga .
1999 Fard, Windster, prodeeed thiee records, Upon reviewing same, nane were found to pertain
ta the fire in question,

A farther gearch of the Alldata Systam produced 2 tamber of technical service bulleting
pertaining to the vehicle in question. Upunrtmm:,m wmﬁaundhnputamtuthe
ﬁmmthun. .

' 'ME MI}EP&TMENT

hrqumwumtdemdmpyuhmndufmu&nmumnmnﬂ&mmpmumﬂu )
fire fnvestigation to the firs in question. A review of the Cantar Fire Encident Raport
reveqled the location as Cunton, Michigan, The date and time was Ligted 2z
December 16, 2000, with anelarm tipe of 2:34 pan. ‘I‘heﬁredqm-ummtunvﬂntldﬂﬁ

amul cleared the seene ot 657 p.m. The Incidept Number is 00-034269. The ccctupant is

I Ti- =ta of fire arigin was lizted a9 the garage, carport, vehicls storage: The

tmber of storicy were two and the extent of flame damags wes to sttochars of origin. The
- t-- l ]iﬂ.ﬂtﬁiﬂﬁ!l II n.. l -

ERBS-DE8~-LC 1-4823
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Amwofmmmu Sprye-Tellner’s fira imvestigation revealed that ha was of

tﬁunpmmﬁaﬁmmmhdmhmauﬂh:mgmammpmﬂuﬂnﬂhﬂ?ﬂ?Fm&,mpm
{See enclosed report.}

On Decamber 19, 2000 at 8:00 2. m., Investigator Tim Hemdon condusted an interview
ho stated that Ford Hezlth pmndshmmthaﬁhmﬁ,
vehicle being the 1999 Ford, Explorer. that his wife. I, the

ﬁﬂchumﬁmdnmedinmudofmugwmdw,mmmummdnmuf
" the 1999 Font Explorer, snd his wife ia the principal driver of the 1999 Ford Windstar,

Further quastioning revealed the! neither party has hed any complaints with either of the
vehicles, The fire was discovered on December 16, 2000 at 2:45 p.m, and the wealher conditions
were snowing. The locstion of the fire was within the garage strocture at the residence,
Subgequently, 1 pussing molorist contacted tha Canton Townehip Fire Department via 911 and
thay within 10 to 15 minutss and commenced of the 1999 Ford
Explorer, 1999 Ford Windstar, garage and residential anto}.
gtate that the Exploter is equipped with a 6 cylinder engins and that the Explorer is lezsed by
Henry Ford Health Systems and it was provided to bim in May of 1995 NG -
wnatws of the Jeasing dealership, howevex, h:uawmthmisaﬂmeyeaﬂﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂmhwmﬁr
" an the Explorer.

Wthmwdingmywmuﬂym:pmﬁmedmthE@_
stated he hax had none. At the time of the fire, the fuel tack was approximately one-quarter full
. mthuhplmundmmaﬂyoﬂchmgafnmhﬂuchmkthuﬂmdu The last perasn to bave
" sntered the sngine compartment of the Explorer was Ed Schmidt, u Ford dealer, to changa the
nﬂ.hﬁunﬂ.ﬁﬂuthudayhsfumﬁmﬁm '

Dﬂchmsmmmmdﬁmrylmﬂmﬂﬂ and in between oil changes | EEGgo:: o
have to add oil or aary other Auids.

Since Leasing the vehicidNJINNas not expericnced any mechanical or electrical
prablems with the Explorer,

Mileugr at the ti took possession of the vehicle was new; milenge at the time
of the fire losa was 25,000 m
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Since leaging the Explnrer, ived ons recall and it was sabisfizd by the

- and 10 one would have been smoking in either vehicls prior to the fire. Fuyther questioning -
revealed that no acceasories have beer edded to the Explorer and it hes not besn invotved in an

At the time of the fire, the Explorer hed been parked at about 2:15 o 2:20 pan., with the fira
discoveted somewhers between 20 and 30 mimdex fater, Accessories being utilized prior to
nntnmthathuhunntuhwedmyﬂmdluh,dulmtnpmmmy
%ﬂn no lights wers illumsinated, he did not detect any odors or hear any
hd:mh&thﬂhamudthemdmawmmw
door, which pequires bim to walk ity fmnt of his wehicle, indicating that thers v
between the vehicle and any iteens located within the garage, Further,
after axiting the residence and looking into the gerage, flames were In the a0 €
Erphrarmﬁenght:id:nfﬂum At the time of the firs, the bood was elo alidmrs
were closed, md all windows wers np. Further questioning revealed
uncertain regurding whether auyone photographed the vehicle at the fire '
firemen did not indicate sny peobable cace, Inmchmnn,_ltlhﬁhﬂhum
idea na to tha cause of the firs. When questioned vegsrding edding anything ¢lxe pertaining to
the statensert I rdicated that he does have sm smtomatic gavage door opener snd
that tive ddor was open at the time of the fre.

Tnformiaticn regerding the 1993 Ford Windstar from INNSSENEcovealsd that it was
purchased naw in the spring of 1999 from McDonald Ford. At the time of the parchass, there

. ‘was a three year/36,000 wile wamsnty and no axtended warranty was obtgined. When ™

" guestioned regarding any warfanty service performed on the vehicle, I indicated
that when the vehicle was First acquired, the battery depleted itself and that McDonald Ford
@Mﬂﬁuhﬁuyqdnthnw&mmpmmw.

Mﬁ:mﬂﬂe&gﬁ:?fmﬂmhdwm?aﬂmkofﬁdmmﬂoﬂw
fnﬁlm:snmmﬂyehmkﬁnﬂmdmh

notaes. Further,

mhnpmwmmmdﬂmmmmmmemtwuldhﬂebm:qﬁdnﬁm
facility one month befoee, (4l changes are secired svery 3,000 miles and they never have to add
oil ar any other fluids to the vehicle in between ojl chenges.
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M]]eagnaithuﬁmuafﬂmpurﬂmamnw j time of the firs Joss was 13,000
miles. Forther questioning revealed that the received & recall peviaining to the -

Windstar snd that it was satisfied at the Gealer.
The Windstar has had no accessories added to it nor has jt hean involved in s accident.
-~ —— At the thme of the fire, the Windstar had been parked since Friday sftemoon. Further, prior to

parking the Windster, po fluid leiks wers observed, no oymbihtjrpmblunamed,nuwammg
hghwmﬂmﬁhyﬂdmtdﬁmyu&nnrhmmnﬂm

CONCLUSION:

'Having completed an sxsminstion of both vehicles =t » tow fecility, exemined the firc scene,
reviewed interviews pertsining to both wehicles, reviewed the fixe report and Sye investigation by
the Canton Township Fire Department, and based wpon sll of the mformation known at the time
of the preparation of this report, it is the opimion of this Investigator that the fire odgnated .
within the engine compariment of the 1995 Ford Explorer, however, hase:lupmﬂutmme
ﬁndmgu,ﬂmmmnfﬂiuﬁmmﬂunthemmcmpnMumdm '

At this thme, all requests for services have been completed, wa ar closing our fils and

| Waghmad,

. RRES-2B8-LC1-4025 l
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T pstnasnaner - Alley (1 Bullding i DFMEH}'DMDEMDE

' Vi
Firewall: Intact Breached By Fire [ -
Tgaition: Tntact| | Missing [ | On Position {_] Off Position [ | Locked Thump Assist OF { |
Tempered With/Intact |_] Tampered With/Defeated [ Destroyed By Fire Debris ||
Steering Intact/Locked [ | Intact/Unlocked [ ] Tampered With/Intact [
 Columst  rypered WithDefkated [ ] Missing [] Destroyed By Fire 4

Intact Miasing Fartially Consmmed | | Consumed L
Iotact | | Missing UWC{:—M LJCnnmsd [ Rewoved |
Itmslnﬂlnvu'ﬁm i

Owaer'sMameal [} Miscellaneous Papers D

m H Missing H H Fm:[hmaged E
Intact Missing Deployed H.'A.

None Found B/Inlgnihpn D At Scene D In Debris D__

Odameter '
Reading: ActuﬂDDigitalDOﬂﬂmgeDRmuwdDDmmyrdﬂyFm@_
Title Information: (Dste OFf Transfer To Current QomenMileage)
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Engine Compartrment .
- ine . Limited (Hood J
a Eﬂﬁ - (Hmmd) LIOpm E-Fmdﬂ?mﬂyhvuhgmr
Britery: Intnct Missing Fanaged
Fluid Levels: NOTE: DRE=DRAINEDEYFIRE
il - | Radittor
p—’gﬂ:é’ﬁ-’ Ii?ﬂlm#b | Brke inustemng
) DBE[ | = DBEI DBE.| DEF. BE. Y
.- Pciig ntact Partislly Convimed Ennmed
Upper Hoze: Intact Partially Consamed - - Consumed
Lower Hose Intact Pm'hiltyﬂummedt Corisumed
Engitw Paris
Ywan Yo [ N [} Ukewm  RY

Ne. Of Lugs

Missing
Eb a1
e A
Intact Fire Demaged Forced Entry
Tntact Firc Damaged Forced Extry
arga; Tntact Fire Deomaged Forced Entry
. Siiding: Totact Fire Damaged - Forced Entry
Right Doer: Intact Fire Dampaged ﬁ Forced Entry
Trunk Compartment Examination .
Pk [ [ Va [N UEmvame, [ ]
Tromie Locke Inigct.| | No | ) Fire Damaged [[%-Locked Open’ | | Farced
If Forced, By Whom? - '

Yes [} No [ ] Usknown [ ] FatyToTrmk: Yes [] No [] |

M
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Trunk Contents 5 _ ) "
SparcToe:  Imtact | | Missing | | OnVehicle | | FireDamaged JK]
Other Contents/Parsonal Effects In Trmk: Compartment/Cargo Area:

Intact |- [hﬁssing_-[ [meaymtﬂnml |1n}l'.'_i Out |
Yes ﬁ Noe [] .

Tntact ﬁﬁgE Meltod/Cracked By Heat J] Broken [ ] I f out &

Up

Intact Elwsh:g ' Mﬂuiﬁ:ﬁéﬂ;ﬂmﬂjﬂuﬂhﬂb@ﬂj

Up Stationary

: m[hga[]wmmsyﬂm[ﬁmmijmﬁmg
. -'mm1 [ Bissing | [ MichodfCrarkod By Hest T Broeen | [T [P0
; )%mz DMMCm:deyHutE:mm i ﬂnmz

Intact [ | Missing || Melmrﬁmmnyﬂmﬂ_mm |:| hﬂﬂu{
Up Dowm L Stauuumjr/&-

. Inteect :Mﬂmskdﬂyﬂmﬂj@ﬂ'hﬂm{
Up Doom L |
Opén- Missing Closed Fie Damaged
Up M‘:mmi_ . Down Fire Damaged
Cn Missing Fire Damaged |
- Intact Missing Fire Damnaged Yl
Tntect Missing Fire Damaged
Intact Missing Fire Dumaged
Intact Missing Teaknge Noticed Yoz | | N@

Tatact Missing Leazkage Noticed Yer ' ' ™
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Rt o R AR

g

| Passenger Compartment (interkor) - - - - )

Dashiboard Inact | | Miming | | Partally Conwmmed |of  Conwumed |

i 7 Radio: Imact |t Missimg —
, Speakers: Intact |« Misamg _

Firowall.  Iutact Breached By Fire |1/

Igpition: Totact [ | Missing [} Ou Position [ ] O Position | } Locked Anlnﬂﬂ'lj
mmwﬂmdwmmm DuknyudByF"DQ"fa

{E:Em " ItactLocked Dlnnw‘l.?nlmhd [[] ‘Tamapered With/Intact [ ]

g _ Tarmpered WithDefested [ ] Misstnz [ Destroyed ByRire [

H Fl'ﬂﬂfsm {ntact Migsing - Partially Conymmed Consumed v
” Rear Seat: .  Intact _ Missing Partially Censmned | | Consumed |4 2VA

. Glove Bax: Intact Mizstog UPuﬁallndnmmaﬂ UCmmed W ||

- - Hmuhﬁhnﬂm

_ Owper's Marual 7] Misnc]]auwu:?apus "

g Drivers Side H B Deployed H N/A E
S Paax. Side FneDmupd NiA

| el Noae Found E/Inlgn:um [J atscens [1 HEDebsis (]

Odomgter
. m—mmmnmmﬂﬂmmnmwrmg

. "§§] Title Information: (Date Of Transfee To Comrent Owne/Miteage)
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STATE OF MICHTGAN
" WAYNE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

e < 03-3*0715;? BOPMAN, o 00

AL INEU i
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, a Forei snuawu"“ aaaasni?
and ED SCHMID FORD, INC., abﬁWm WA OMP

Inn B. Shefferly (P 20325) . . '

JON SHEFFEELY & ASSOCIATES, P.C. ! -

A for Plaintiff HASTINGS MUTTJAL -

200 Renzitrance Canter, Siito 2650

Datroit, Michi 48243-1315 ) '

Phone No, (313) 568-5555 . i

O/F #22-22013 :
ﬂmbmﬂhﬂuﬁmhﬁmhpﬂhuﬂumﬁhmhﬂhwmu:ﬂqﬂhm :
Complaint pawding In this Court, nor kas any ceck sctiom Saes praviciey e and dlonise or uglerrad fter kgiing
Bean asrigned fo ¢ Jadpe, nor 2o we Jxow of any other G acrion, xot banwian tete parfiey, criting ot of the fame
MWWﬂMf:rmmwhwmrmMﬁHdm
roagfiered o othorwire ofier havicg been cxripwed 1o a8 Audge ta this Conrt

COMPLAINT

wow covs v S

Individually, by and through its attorneys, JON SHEFFERLY & ASSOCIATES,

P.G., and for their Complaint against Defendants FORD MOTOR COMPANY, a Forsign
Corporation, and ED SCHMID FORD, INC., Plsintiffs HASTINGS MUTUAL INSURANCE
cnmm_m

L mr_mm
mf&redmasmﬁnhﬁ‘_uahﬁchmmmmhnndmngbmam?im
County, Michigan with its principal offices ix the City of Hastings, Barcy County, Michigan wha is
Ecmuimwﬁmprwandmmﬂwimmewﬂﬂn?faymcm,hﬁnﬁm
_ 2 That Pleiot S ix:cds = scbrozo- SN
_mmwutresidmtsuflhtTwmhipquaanam




County, Michigan at the time-this loss occured and were owners of a honre commenly known as end
located at_intheTownm;meamm, Wayne County, Michigan at all imes
relevant ko this cavse of action.

3. Thet Defendant FORD MOTOR COMPANY, hereinafler referred to a5
Defendant FORD MOTOR, ia a foreign corporation doing basiness in Wayne County, Michigan as a

| designer, ntsmufacturer and distributor of Ford Explorer motar vebicles.

4. That Ford Motor Crexit Michigan Titling Trust a/k/a Ford Credit Michigan
Titling Trest is & part of Ford Motar Credit Compaay, 2 forcign corporation doing business in Wayne
County, Michigan, hereinafter refierred to as Ford Motor Credit, who sas the titled owner of a cettain
1999 Ford Explorer bearing vehicle identificafion number IFMZU34X 2 X J=d beering
Michigan vesicte registration pict N e

5 TﬂHmFdeeﬂthSystmuaMchgmm—pmﬂtmrpormmdnmg
buginess in the City of Detroit, Wayne Comty, Michigan, hereinafier referred to 2z Heary Ford
Health, and was lessee of the vehicle roferred to above.
' 5. ThﬂtDafmdm!EDSEHMIDFORD,ﬂ\IC,hmmﬂm'mfmudmas

Defendant EI SCHMID FORD, is a Michigan corporation doing business in the City of Fandale,

Dak!demty,HmhigmL )
A Fhat the amolmt n ¢ontroversy axceeds the stm of Twenty-Five Thousand

' and no/100 DolLars (825,000.00) and is otharwiss witlsin the jurisdiction of this Honorsble Court.

5. That on or sbout December 16, 2000 Plaiotiet [ NN
mnsureds, Jobn Eggenberger and Nancy Eggenberger, snffered a fire loss to their property commoaly.
knnwnudﬁjBLmﬂmuminﬂmemﬁpufEhnﬂWmCmn}: Michi gan.

9.  Thatcn the day befors ssid fire, on or sbout December 15, 2000, the

" aforementioned vehicle was delivered to Defendant ED SCHMID FORD where, upon information

and belief, certamn nspections and repairs were made to said vehicle by employees of Defendant ED
16,  That during the early afternoon hours of December 1§, 2000, a fire originated
at or within the eugine compariment of the ] 999 Ford Explorer described above designed,

2




| manufactured and placed into the stresm of commerce by Defendsnt FORD MOTOR, which vebicke
| was loosted in the garage attuched tp and a part of Plaintitt < r=s' toe.
| The firc thea spread causing substantial smoke, fire, water and related demage to Plaintiff
_inmnds'hnma,itsmntmtsmﬂrequhdnddiﬁunalliﬁnge:pmumd

5 uthnrcmmb:iucmmdh)’ﬂaim_hmmh:ﬂufwfﬂchwmmumdby
| the defactive design, memfacture and distribution of the shove described mofor vehicle o

| alternatively by the negligence of Defendant KD SCHMID FORD 2s more specifically set forth

B, Thatatthe tine of the oo AR -
iresureat by Plaint: Gl ¥ utcr, that pursuant to its policy of inmurance, Plaintiff
| - uquiredmpayeithgt?g_fg_@e_b?:ﬂtufiuimm_
| I - iscure additional costs and expenscs i the sum of Five
| Hundred Fifteen Thousand Twe Hundred and 48/100 Dollars ($515,200.48). -

12.  Thatin addition to the josses, costs and sxpenses paid by Phaintiff [ R

| I . I - oo~ othe =cisons!
mhsmadmmdhnagmmm“pmhﬂmﬁng!;mmtﬁmﬂndmdmmmpm
pmpmqr,n&mvnhiclmmﬂnthﬂmmicmdmnmmd}:huuasam]tnf:aidﬁrei:uam
I exceeding the emount of Twenty-Five Thoesand and no/100 Dollars ($25,000.00), all of which were
dﬁﬂyuﬂp@mﬁywm&@h&&ﬁwmﬂnﬂmﬁﬁm&,mnfﬁlﬁumw
brmhmufwmnﬁmbyﬂcfmdmﬂalluismspmiﬁuﬂydum‘badhelﬂw

3. That the damages incurred by Plaint AN oo it
mmmmmmwmmuwmwmwmmmmmeuf
&nnﬁmﬂmhmhnnfwmmhﬂbrﬂnﬁndmuasumﬁdhdcmbﬁhw

14. That both pmmmlmpnlmynfmsmnce, parsuant o Michigan statutes
and specifically M.C L.A. §300.2833®) ang in comsideration of the payments made either to or for
thebmeﬁtufitsinsmvds,ﬂainﬁﬂ_hubecmnemhmgaudtnlheﬂghts and
taisas o - o'y to #he cxtent of the payments mads by

.
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PR P

Rt~ A R

BRI

- COUNT
I - :o - incorporate by reference each of the allegations containéd in
ngrq:hslmm;hlnfmcomphmumgmwdmmhmmmhrmmmn.
16. ThatDefendthDRDMDTDRmu&&nhthhmhﬁ'-
to design, test, mamufuciure, supply, and sell the vehicle described above which was safe
and did not presat an anreasonizble fisk of fire snd other harm and to properly guide, instruct and
mmﬂﬁnuwbmﬁnmhmmmumﬂnmpﬂmmmmﬂmeﬂm
product and the dangers inherent in its maintenance end use. '
17.  That in breach of ssid dukies, Defendant FORD MOTOR negligently
designed marmfactured, supplied and sokd this inadequate and mnsafe wehicle and without proper

_ gﬁd-&-ﬂdhmﬁuﬂtibnasmitsmainhumnmdmmdwithmﬂpmpuwmhgsutuﬂwinhumt

dangers of seid produce
18 ThitDefmﬂnntFQRDMﬂTORmneghgulnndbrmhdmdntym

]’ln:im:t_andm subrogors in a number of w2ys, mcludimg but pot limited

e followmg

{a) By failing to properly design, test, aszernble and in the motor
) vehicle such that it would not fail and cause a fire ¥ creating an
umablemknfﬁremddam:gemPhumﬂ‘a

(b) By failing to design, tast, nmhlnmdmapentﬂmvehmkwlunhwnu]d
oot give off exceasive beat thereby causing an unreasonable risk of fira
and other related damages;

By faiting to design smd/or manufactre this motor vehiele which properly
ﬂ}' y nmtuhnﬂmmmde—mmﬂmpmdmtw]mprﬁpmfe'
mmnd:ttm wmnntprnsml,

{d) By failing to design the product with appropriate therma] protection
the design to that it woald
{he ovensof ovarbeabng mm““ wing orcliminaing (e ik of 7

()  Byfhilngtodesign and marufachure this motar vehicie uttlizing materials
which would not prematurely sge or fai! and canse a fire in said vehicle;

(ff  Byailing to warn the user and installer of the likehboaod and nisk of fire
created by the use of the product and by further failing to wam of the
dengers and hazards associzied with the use of the product for those uses
which are foresaeable:

4

| ENgS-0eu-LC1-4033



sl 4

TR T _"‘u':.a e

- -ﬁ-ﬁiiingtnmﬁdepmpm;mﬁdutmdnduqmlﬂm:md
the Ett: the dangers and hazards ata.'l the :;
Fmdmt assers AsEOC e

(h} . By failing to act in 3 carefisl and prudent marner; and

{I' By designing and manufactring a2 product which was defective. .
: 19.  That as a direct and proximate result of the aforesaid negligent acts and
onisins oDt 00 070w, s
| lgs mnd damages es more specifically erumersted above.
WHEREFORE, Plaintisf [ -
subrogee o N o this Honarable Cout for cutry of
jodgment in its favor and against Defendants FORD MOTOR COMPANY, a Foreign Corporation,
and 2D SCHMID FORD, INC. in the sum of Five Hundred Fifteen thonsand Two Hundred and
48/100 Dollats (3515,200.48) or for such greater amonnt to which Plainti || GG
s found to be entitled together with costs, interest and stiormey foes
incurred in the institation of this action. '
. weEREroRE, i S
Individually, pray this Honorable Colrt fir entry af jodgment i their favor and against Defendants
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, a Foreign Corporation, and ED SCHMID FORD, INC. in that sum in
exceus of Twenty Five Thousand and no/100 Dolldrs ($25,000:00) to which PlaintifSi arc found to be
entitled together with costs, iterest and attomey fees incurred in the institution of this action.
=
I ok 10 and incaporate by refsence each of the aliegations centained in
Paragraphs 1 through 19 of their Cosplaint s thongh said zllegations sad been fully set forth hersin.
2t.  That Defendant ED SCHMID FORD owed duties to Plaintif ||
and itg insureds to inspect and perform maintenance and to warn the users of the vehicle of
any dangers o hazards aasociated with the use or garaging of the wehicle 20 a5 1o make sure it was
safe and did not presont an unmeasonabls risk of firc and other harm and to properdy guide, instruct
and warn wners of xaid product 24 to the proper garagimg and use of the prodact and the dangers
inherent jo ity garaging apd use.




22 Thotinbreach of asid dutics, Defradant ED SCHMID FORD negligendy
inspected and serviced this vehicle and did so without proper guides and instruction s to its garaging
mdmﬁﬁuﬁmwmhpﬂhmmm'dmmnfﬁdm

23.  That Defendsmt FD SCHMID FORD was negligent and breachsd its duty to
Pluhﬁﬂ_nditsinunudainanmnharofwaﬂ.inﬂl_ndinghnmtﬁnﬂtedmm
' '@  Dyhiling to inspect, test, and servics the veliicle 80 that it would not

fail and cansc & fire thereby creating an vmreasonable risk of fire and
danger;
failing to test, and service the vehicle so that it would not
{b)- gg’pm:nnnaﬁrcm enging when utitized for its
foresecable nees and garaged in marmer thereby causing

an unreasonable nskufﬁr:mduthuninteddmngn,

©) mmlem — -
kel and nizk of fir= use of the prodoct and by

further fiailing to warn of the dangers mnd hexands pasorciated with the
uge of tha product for thoze uses which ara foresesabie;

{ Bfaﬂmgtnmdu sufficient and adequate literature and
9 mﬁmwhmmmhhfmumbhmsofm mttnmmthe
iﬁmmdhmw'Mﬁﬂiam said particular product;
(6}  Byifailing to act in & carcful zod prodent manner.
24,  That a5 & direct and proximate result of the aforesaid negligent acts and
omissions of Defendant ED SCHMID FORD, Plainti

_mﬂmﬂdluwmddﬂmaguumapmﬂcﬂly

snnmerated above,

judgment in its favar and against Defemdants FORD MOTOR COMPANY, & Foreign Corparation,
and ED) SCHMID FORD, INC. in the sum of Five Hundred Fifteen Thousand Two Hundred and

48/100 Dollars (§515,200.48) or for auch greater amomnt to which Plairez (NN
_smmu entitled together with costs, interest and attorney fees
incurred in the institution of this action.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffu
Indivicually, pray this Honorable Court for cotry of judgment in thewr favor and agaimst Defendants

&

' ERDS-B0=-1 C1-4B40




. . | PorD MOTOR COMPANY, 8 Fareign Corporation, asd D SCHMID FORD, INC. in that st in
| excess of Twenty-Five Thonsand mmd no/100 Dollars ($25,000.00 to which Plaitifs are found to be
mﬁﬂﬁmmummmmm_mmmhimmhm'mmﬁmufﬂﬁsmﬁm
I i and incocporate by reference cach of the allegations contained in
Paragraphs 1 through 24 of their Complait 25 though said allegatians had been fally set forth herein.

26.  Thet Defindonts FORD MOTOR and ED SCEMID FORD cach exprossly and
impliediy warranted that the velicle deseribed above and the work perfirmed on it were of
5 merchantzble quality and the vehicls was deslgned, mamufactored and sold and services performed by
" ' Defendants wers completed in 2 workmanliks manner and without defects.

i“z === ===
| - | it 1o the skl judgment and reputation of Defendants FORD MOTOR and
ED SCHMID FORD in designing, mammfacturing and servicing said product so that the product
would be safc and 5t for its inlnded use and pucpase and was of merchaniable quality ad did not
present an unreagonahle risk of fire and resultant damages. _

28.  Thet Defendants FORD MOTOR and ED SCHMID FORD breached fhe
msmﬁmmﬁedwmuﬁuhﬁnthemthmdfmmgmmﬁminquﬁﬁanm
pot fit or safe for the intended use and purposs and were not of merchantable quality and the vehicle
was not designed, manufactured tested and/or serviesd in 8 workmanlika mammer and it contained
sumerous design manufacture & prodact deficts 2 previously stated,

29.  That as 8 direct and proximiate result of the aforamentioned breaches of
warranty snd peoduct defects by Defendants FORD MOTOR &nd ED SCHMID FORD, Plaintiffs

damages as previoualy alleged.

WHEREFORE, Plainti I ;-
satrogee (R ;=5 this Honorable Cout for entey of
fudguent in its favor and against Defndaats FORD MOTOR COMPANY, s Forsign Corporatian,
and ED SCHMID FORD, INC. in the mum of Five Hundred Fifteen Thousand Two Hundred and

cpgm-aea-LE1-ABAL



-

48/100 Dollars ($515,20048) or hmhmwmwﬁchﬂainﬁﬂ’_

incurred in the institation of this action,

o, v [
Endividually, pray this Honorable Court for entry of judgment in their favor and agsinst Defendants
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, a Forcign Corperation, and ED SCHMID FORD, INC. in that sum in
-excess of Twenty-Five Thousand and no/100 Dollars ($25,000.00) to shich Plaintiffs are found to be
entitled together with costs, interest and attomey fees incurred in the institution of this astion, -

' - Detroit, 432#3—13 15
DATED; December 12, 2003 _ lenu No. (313) 588-5555
AL003 122201 IFireCranpiai. wpd :
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o " State Farm Insurance Companies® |l

Aprd 26, 2002 ' Clakrs ONce

) ecaEg Poone; (783) 2004006
) | AMIE | BT
Ford Motor Company '
Parkiane Towere West - Sittta 400 ey =1 a0m
3 Parklane Boulevard
Dearborn, MF 48126-2558 {_ceheni Cojvee |
RE: Ciaim Nuwmber:

_ - Our Inaurad: - -

Date of Loss:  4-15-02

1898 Ford Explorer

VIN Number: 1F|'-12U34E5W- T

To Whom It May Cancem:

: Tha vehicle noted above Iahsu'ed by Staio Farm Muhn!Autmnnblla Insurance cnrmmy
. This vehicle axparienced a engine fira. :

EtateF mﬂdnkamglvaynuanopporulﬂtytulmp-ctthnuhldamdgm?ouadmm
notfce of our potantial subrogation cialm.

Fhasamnhﬂmat?ﬂﬂ-ﬁﬁﬂ#ﬂﬂﬁh&etupammmmm.
! Sinceraly,

,CQIW{ ; lrv "“"é
Dianne Novak _
Clalm Spaciafist
Stats Farm Mutiea! Autofrmblla Insurance Campany

(763) 566-4636 Codéb

DNAM1/0426020.31 - O g

HOME OFFICES: BPLOCMINGTON, IKLINGIA 497140-0089



