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weursc

Evidance available to establish cayse:

Bum patterns,

Dam.age ta compenents, efimination of other cauzas, winass testimany
All other machankcal and natural causes have boen eliminated.
COMMENTS

Per your Inatructions at the conclusion of my verbal report this fila will be placed
In a logsed status with the understanding it can be reopened at your request,

Kelth W. Contant, C.F.1.

Investigator
Hiinols/Missourl Setvice Center
(830) B79-1505

KClpk

Encl.

Cloaed

Rav by:

Date: A7 M7 =
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S4608-00262
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PHOTO IDENTIFICATION SHEET
1. Front of truck
2 Paszengers skio of truck
3 Raar aof truck
4, Drivers alda of fruck
5. Rear license plata
8.  Drivers side front tire and whasl
7. Paezengers side front tire and whaal
8. Fue! fillor cap
8. Bumt VIN plate
10. Top view of tha engina compartment
11.  Baftery on the passengers side of engine compartment
12.  BaHery terminal and connection
13. Passengers side of anglna
14.  Altemator and cable on the passangera side of engine
15.  Drivers sido of engline
18, Close-up of maodule un tha front of engine on the drivecs alde
17.  Power steering pump and drivers skile of engjine compariment
18.  Power steering pump and wiring hamess from tha inferior of truck
19.  Closs-up of frayed wires from the harmess

Dacembear 19, 2004




94508-002682

Insured:

20.  Passanger compariment of the truck, dashboard area
21. Drivars ﬂnmtuaﬁl

22. Passenger: flonrboard and shifter lever

23.  Fuse panel ynder the dashhoard

24.  Close-up of the fuse pansl

25, Wiring hamess under the dashboard by the drivers sida firewall
28. Beadad wiring at the end of the wiring hamess

97.  Clasa-up of thiz beaded wiring

28.  Close-up of the beaded wiring

December 19, 2000
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EFI PROTO SHEET ko1 o, 45080001
Ingured: Hoop




EF1 PHOTO SHEET  EFiNo. 458000262
insured: Hopp
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EFI PHOTO SHEET &1 No. 5450800262
insared: lopp




EFI PHOTO SHEET  ErinNo. 5450500262
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EF] PHOTO SHEET  &r1 No. 9450890267

Imrured:  Heopp




EF1 PHOTO SHEET  EriNo. 9430800262
Insured:_ _Hopp




EFI Na, 24588-002562

Imsured: Hopp
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Insured:

PHOTO SHEET  EFI No. 9450890262
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Insured: Hopp

PHOTO SHEET &1 No. 94508-00262
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State Farm Insurance Companies

InEuNANGE

P.0. Box 70601
Callan, TX 703785011
IB&8] Ba1-0327

May 2, 2005 \)OJ@ Fax - (368) 267-6078

Ford Motor Co. A

Attn: Shawn Norton I WO e

1 Parklane Blvd Suite 300 T gven .y
- iy

Deariborn, MI 4812& ;

RE: [laim Humber:

I
Date of Logd: ¥il 7, 2005
o treured: I
Yaar/Malke /Mode] - 2001 Fard Ex tian
VIN: 1mer15Lx1h

Dear Ma. Norton:

This vehicle was ineured by State Farm and involved in a
compreahengive loma. The claim settled for 516,410.86, which
includes ocur inaured’s deductible.

Our inveatigation establishes the cause of loao was due to a fire
loaz in the engina area ( pee color photos ).

Encloaed is our documentation. We wlll retaln the evidence until

we conclude this matber with your company. You may contadt me to
arrange for inppection of the wvehlcle.

Fleape conglder thia notice as our demand for reimbursement.

' a Oavis - Team
Claim Representative
{56} BE1-0327 Ext.

State Farm Mutual Automobils Insurance Company

Encloaures

EAS-095-1 C1- 1823

HOME OFFICES: BLODMINOTON, ILLINOIS 81710-0001
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NOTEX .

OWNER STATED THAT HE SMELLED MHHJHETMKSTHJEDDIH,IEMUFFHE
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PROBLEMS. HE ALSD STATED THAT IT HAD 5, NEW ENGINE IF WITH ONLY THREE HUNDRED
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HOBART M. HIND, JR.

Tampa
hhind&bbplew.com
ATTORMEY I AT oz
February 7, 2000
Via Carli 65 877 73
and L.E. Mall

Ford Motor Comparty — Office of the General Counse!
Parklane Towers West

Suite 400; Thiea Parklane Blvd. jf,irL"
Dearbom, Ml 48128-2568 5\9

Re: Our Ingured:
Claim Na.: -
Date of Loss: 1HMEN0
. Our Fila Mo.: 0480- thid

Dear Sifadam:

This bw firm represents the subrogation interests of Nationwids Insurance
Company relative to a fire which ogourred whi driving hiz 1998 Lincoln
Navigator an January 18, 2000. The purpase bo place you on nofice of a
potzntial claim so that you can have an cpportunity to canduct your own investigation.

On Sunday, January 16, 2000, a fire broke out in the vehicle Whl_was
driving . The fire caused damage in axcess of $30,000.

As tha fire may relate ko a defect in the vehicle manufactured by Ford Motor
Company, we are notifying you of this loss so that you may conduct your own investigation.
The vehics is currently being maintained at High Tech Aute HBody, 3650 Haveqdale
Boulavard, Winter Haven, Flerida. Telephone number BB3/867-5463. Further, we suggest
that you immediately notify your liabllity insurance camier so it may take advantage of this
opporiunily. Your attention to forwarding this comespondence to your Eability carrierwauld
be appreclatad. If you wish to conduct your own investigation, you merely need to contact

* the undarsignad, and we will assist you in reviewing and examining the svidencs.

. T el Atfied |, Dulonl Buikding, 189 Exst Fagied Stevet 13t R, Mlwnl, Rordds 313111 Thechome: 0N 41523 il {3090 4 155240

Tallshahina mﬁmummnmmwm.mmm Thphony: 550 ibd-4111  Facsniec (2505 3540305
Tovapa Bt Pz, 62001 Couriney Campbell Catspaay Sulte 1100, Tampa, Forida 3607 Tkchor: (5130 2811900 Facslanie: {5133 2010909

FESI-TI TR0~




Ferd Maotor Company
February 7, 2000
Page 2

Thank you fer your Immediate attention and consideration of this matter. Shoulkd
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

Habart M. Hind, Jr.

oo Judy Batax
Nabomwide insurance Company
P.0O. By 147081
Cainesvile, FL 32614
{Via Fax)

Detbie Cunningham

MNationwids insurance Enterpriss
29 West Pusch Bivd._, Sulte 403
Tampa, FL 33616

(Via Fax)

Ml.ﬂl-lm
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13, Thoa vallad 00ghat iy el commpaint I witén e Neisdicion of s cout.

14, PLARITINF PRAYE lor Juagmsont Sor Couln 0f will; fov wiach el am u lukk, Jusd, and exquitsbiy: and for
2 E punkive damages
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Dule: Apzil 21, 2001
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S S - OOMPLABNT — Personal Injury, Proparty
. Damage, Wrongia! Death
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ATTACHMENT TO [X]Comptsint [ oy Compleint
(Lhow 2 maparnis casma. f aullon orir Fov saeok oaces of enifon }

st runencer: |

lages it dulmdond fosre):: Ford Motocr Companyy Salpin Toxd

BEDosa I __w20

well the el fctdemts) cnuns of cemnages to plakitl. By th lafloning acis o ordastons ko ael, dafendant
magiigantly caceed ey tammps 4o plaink

on (daly): Fowenbar 4, 1002 -

a plsosp: H0BYL Bolland Drive, Hunhtington Aeach, CR S0H0H

ikfeecriafion of nesaces Ax Fatanyr.
Defondants had a duty to awsrolpa reascnebls care in £hg mainteganca, aposably;

inspection, testing, manafacturing, distribucien and sale of plaiptiff's
insuzed's vehicla wod pacts wsed lo plalutiff s ininred’s vahicls. pefendants
alo hsd 2 doty to qearcine ordinaxy and reascaabls cact in hiring, omtracting,
suhoontongting and supervising of ssployses, contractors and snbeontractars in
the performancs of theme gurvices. Aa & dizest and proaloats cauges of
dafondants" brasch, plaintiff's insuzwd’s 2001 Ford T-150 Harley Davidaon Truck,
Vin. 1rYRatTElLCEENEEN cought Tire, xesultiog in & total loss, and causing

' Plaintiff to incur demages purstent to an astomcbila lpsoranca policy. The

total amount of damgas sought wxcasds 825,000
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f State Farm Insurance Companies

11/13/2002

FordMnerompuny _ ’
Altn: Howard Keyeas- Mg—ﬂamncpt
ParkhneTwurWutSlutﬂ3m :
3 Paridans Bhed,

Date of Loss: 11-4-02
Tnmnirad:
Vahicke: 2001 Ford' Damdmﬂdmnrn

Vin: IFTR.WD‘?LII

Dear Mr. Keyos:

——————— e — e ——— -

TN FARM -

wErEANEL

Clalm Ofica

T 333 Chic Drive
O Tayior Boulerwgrd™
Fisasam HEl, Caffomia 94523-1965

Mal: P.0. Bax 4011
Cortend, Calfomia $4534-2041

Phena: (625) £30-4100

Thndmdwhdnummdbysm&tmhﬁmﬂﬁuﬁmbﬂqmcm This -
vyehicle was mvolved in an engine compartment fire fosa, Sitrte Farm Innmrance would s to give
Fou an opportunity to inspect the dameged wehicle or parts. In addition, we would like to give
you advancad natics of potential mbrogation  Plers comtact me at 925-680-4155 to setup a
“time for your inspection. 'Wee request thaf. the inspection oo within 15 da.jrlﬁ'onl'lhe dnie of

‘ﬁhsleﬂunummnymeﬁnmdwﬂthamnhﬁuuoﬂhsm

Mluudﬂmtu

Vehicle Investigaior
State Farm Mutusl Aufomobile Insurance Compaay

333 Civic Dr. - -
Plegsarg Hill, CA 94523 o _
{925) 6804155 - 'l

1~
\\XD(\;AQO

\
D
-4.\‘?3

p

HOME OFFICEE: BLOOMINGTON, ILLINCIE G1710-0001

EAeS-003-1 011041







Yoerr Work, RECOVERY DIVISION

) FORD WOTOR cOMPANY
April & 2001 CERTIFIED REQUESTED

RECEIVED
CLAIRES UMIT
APR 2 3 2001

Ford Motor Co
Parklane Towers Wast Su.i.tu 300 H
Threa Parklane Blwd - :
Dmarborn, ML 49126-25€68 .
ATTN:

RE: INSURED N H
' CLATM HUHMEER :
¥OUR CASE NOMBER i

TOUR IHSODRED : Foxd Motor Co
DATE OF LORS O F i WA [
DAMAGES i F28825.71

Dear Sir/Hadami

Wm ara tha recovery agent=s for American Homa who has mads payment te thair

" policyholder for demages arising oot of tha above cited ooccurrancs.  Cur
invastigation of this losz has determined that your insured i= rﬂupcmuible -for
these dampages,

S8ince our client is the aguitable subroges of itz inmursd, on thaly bahalf we
-caquest paveent  of above captloned damagen.

Flease note our claim numbsar on your remittance and send your check, made
poyosble to Amarican Home in the encloned salf-addresasd stamped asvelope to:
i

Bovarlcan Hows ' L]
afo onal Recovery, Inc.
CLAIHM

P. 0. Hox 105795
- Rtlanta, GA 30346-5864

PR e o -
VRO - fe-
hacovery Repremsntative | ’ﬂ’\% v e
(800) 748-206% ext. 3038 e ‘ & \,3'/ '

cn/kd : . -«

lﬁlmmmm P.0. BOX 2008 - CE[&DDBFOED,I’&IBHTM
TDLLFII.EE:I-HII-‘HI—M FAX: 1-610-538-3670 0 1
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August 21, 2000 < 4

Ms. Kally Mc(as, SIU Coandinator
AlQ Claim Secvicas

1681 Wiimington — Weat Chesier Pike
Chadds Ford, PA 193717

i R
ngurad:

Investigator: ]
Owr Fla MNo.. a0-1927
Your Gasas No: 00101394
FNAL REPORT
Dear s, MeGea:
SYNOPSIS

A1958 Ford Expedition with unknown Uitah license plates caught on fire arcund
5:22 a.m. -an THOO in the 1400 block of Camino Del Mar, Dal Mar, CA

Tha Del Mar Fire Copartmert responvied 1o the car firs call at 5:23 a.m. and surived 4
minutes lator ot 5:27 a.m.

Tha Retad probabla causa of tha fim was alachncal and locatad in the vebhicke’a enging

oo, ————____

The vehicle waa towed From the fine scene by Rose Towing.

1. On 8000, | was requesated to interview the police officar that respondad to the
scane of the car fim.

2. |nterview the fire craw St respondad to the scene of tha fre.
3 Riquntnnpil-ldﬂupnﬁm and fira reparts.

On BANDG, 1 met Captaln Jim Wood at the Dol Mer Fire Departmenl 2200 Jetmie
Duranta Bivd, Dal Mar, CA.  {Phone number-858-755-1521.) Capt Wood inrochuced
ma io his crew that had respontisd ta the carfire, on 7100, in the ama of 1400 Caming
Dal Mar in Det Mar, CA.  Pragart with Capt Wood was Jerry Adams the angineer, and

ERQE-DOS- 1. 184



A3 Casa Number 00101395
Insurad:

Paga 2

Mike Mejia firafighter. Dran Parras, an an cal firefighter who had respondad to fha fire,
wad not available for the Intarview.

Captain Wood nsiated that unit 2571 had respondad to the fire call at 5:23 a.m. on
7H00. While enroute to the fire, Caplain Wood naticed a lange phume of dark smake
i : He thought that was unusual Tor 4 car fire.  Thay avivad in e
mmmn&ﬂa.m He saw that a Ford Expadition was fully
in j rihbaund and parked nedr the Sast oab

in frant of a business at {Alsc known o Padfc Coast Highway.)
Captain Wood and his crow Inltisted the uae of foam and water to cortrol the firg, which
was axinguished by 5:50 am. Captain Wood remarkad that in 28 years of firs fighting,
ha hed nevar sasn & cr fire hat was 50 hot. The heat was 5o interwa that it meted ihs
hood of the Ford Expadition. Capiein Wood want o say that ha later contacted a Ford

daalersiip to confinm what the vahicie's hood was made of. Ha was told that ths hood
waa made of matal.

Captain Wood alao taiesdt with INTGGGGEGG e diver of the Expedifon. The drivar
had stetad that ha had haard popping moises in the engine compartment Thay had
‘pulied over and checkad the engine but didn't ses amything. They continuad on. untl the
game noises stariad agein. They pulled over and than noticad a fire in the angine
compartment.

Enginesr Jaay Adam relatad that he has baan a fire fightar for 18 years, He sakd thathe
has never-seen g <ar fre that was 20 hol. The heat was so intense that it caused haat
damage to tha shell of a newapaper vending machine that was spprmyimaicly 4 feat
awey from the wahicla. He described the criver of the Expaditon as a male in his 50's,
around 5 feet ial, weighing around 200 pounds and weaning ghisses. A younger male
was with him. k. Adams X0 noliced that a Shariifs unit amved at the car fine after
thay did. Tha deputy parformed traffic conirol duties at the scena. He described ihe
deputy as a Caucsmsian male in his 30's oc 40°'s, very thin, ebaut @ foot talt and waaring
wary thick giasaes. My, Adams waant sus, but hought thet the deputy gawe a rle 10
ftha driver and his o0,

Fasfigiviar Mika Mailn has been a frefighter for around § years. He raisted hat he
mmoved some hpgage from the rear of the Expodiion afler the firs had been
extinguished. The fuggags wis heat and smoke damaged.

I attempied three Gmes to contact firefighier Dan Pamas by jaaving my islephane
numbar at the Fire Dapartmant swiichboard. Mr. Paras naver phonad me back.

On 810400, | contacied the San Diego County Sheacills station thatis locaiad &t 175 N E
Camina Real, Encinitas, CA. {Phone number 858-585-5200.) An altampt was mads 1o
locale A polica report on ha fire Incident.  The persorswl on duty could not find any
report. | phangd the sama station again on 8100 end recwived the sams responss.
On AM7400, | contacted Sapgeant Campbel, 2 vaffic supenisor. Sgt Campbel
wgpkained that a report was probably not Waksen becauss & wasn't a crime or Inury case.

ERan-BYS-LC1-1845



Gar Fire Invebtigation : 4
AIG Case Muber 00101398

nsures:
Page 3

Under these circumstances, the deputy wouldn't be required to fils a repovt. | requestad
tihat a check ba made of tha ctspatch tapes for 7M/00 and daterming who the deputy
was that had stopped at the fina scana. On AMADD, | raceived a phona ol am Sgt
Campbell. She ralated that theme waren't any dispatches found for the car fire on 7/1/00.
Also, Bgt Campbell was unabie to locate any deputies based on the description that |
had ghvan her.

Par the Del Mar Fire Dapartmant, the disabled Ford BExpadition wae towsd away from
tha fww scana by Roze Towing 2201 San Dlaguio Or. in Dol Mar, CA. The phone
number iy 858-755-840

This maport concludes the mqguested investigation of this matier. Pieasa feal fres &
cortact me should you have any questions or requive any further assistance with this or
Any othar matier.

Wa appreciate your comntinuad oonffi DU garices.

EABS-308- C1-184T
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RIDIT_NTEUYEIR
DRIVER STATED HEARING POPPING MOISE RISNT SI0Z DMOINE COMPARTMENT.
PULLED OVER, CHECKED ENGINE, NOTNING POUMD. STATIED DRIVIEG AGA
SAMA SOUND BTARTED, TULLED OVER IMD TINE AT WHICH TINE FIRE
STARTEDL IN AREA WHERE NOISE HNAD COME FROM. FIRE WAE EXTTNOUIINED
AND COVEREAL, PERPORMED. VEHITLE TOWRD §Y ROSE 20WING.
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Tha faxegs unl mgoorata to the best of my haowledgs.
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Today’s Sunday tha 13*" of Angust, 2000, This 15 an interview
betwaan * Private

RRECORDED IMTERVIEW .

lltni

b

Investigater. It's about 9 AM.

Q:
F-¥1

_ara you aware that I'm recording that
Yes.

Interview? Thank youn. When and for what reason did you
borrow the wehicle of

Ke borrowzd the wehicla, I bhelieve the day before our
vacatioch. I can‘t remember when we went on wacation. Ik
wag in July. The end of June. So we wenkt down Eo
California for about a week. We borrowed the wehicle from
him, the day before we left on vacation.

Gkay. And how ilong did you hawve the vehicle and whare wers
you traveling?

We travelsd from our home here to San Diege, California.
Del Mar, which 15 a part of San Diega, 1s where we wenbt.
We wera thera For about 7 daya I think and then the
accidant, or the wehlcle started on fire, I think ik was 2
days before we laft Califernia. So it waa towards the end
of our vacation.

Wa3 any money skichanged for the use of the wehicle?

Mo .

Okay, what vehicles de you ewn and how many drivers reside
in your household?

I have 3 vehicles. A 1994 Jesp Cherokee. A 1988 Ford XLT
full aize van. BAnd a 19, let’s ase, 1998 Supbaru Legacy
Qutback. And thera are, let's sees;, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 drivers
who realde In our home. The reason why we borrowad thair
vahlcle, Jdo you wany me Eo bEmll you that?

Yex, go ahead.

I=s because our varn was broken, it wasn®t running well., We
have a huge family. We didn't have encugh room in our
vehicles to go to California. BAnd the Steadman= had, theix
car had been in for electrlcal problems several times. And
they wanted to see how it would go on a leng Ercip, 1f it
wopld g0 well and they knew we needed the bigger car, so
they offered to let us taks it.

1



Al

iy,

Okay. Can you tell me the circumstances surrounding the 2
Eire? If you can start like 24 hours pridr kg the fire.
Okay. Letfs gee, I can't remember exactly what we ware
doing 24 hours before tha fire, but we had gone to bed the
night before the fire, We were sleebing. Me and my son
were going shell hunting on the beach, Del Mar, at 5
e‘clock in the morning. 3So, we got up in the morning, got
dressed, got in the wehicle and drgwve about 2 milas from my
s5igter’s home, down tg Del Mar ¥Village, which i=z where the
beach ia. And that's where the accident happened, so there
was no cara on the road, nobody was thare. And we were
Just ahell hunting, golng te go shell hunting just bacause
1t was low tide. S0, aszs we drove downhill from har house
and got onto the highway, I think it*s Highway, oh I can‘t
remember what the highway is, it's the roastal highway
thera. We, and ax we got inte the village of Del Mar, the
car started making a ¢liecking sound, kind of like a sound
you would have if you had a frayed fan helt hitting
plastic. So I pulled over and left the vehicle running.-
Tried ta see if there was anyvthing wrong. Checked the
belts, see if, it's hard to see intoc thoss englnes, but
everything locked fine. I kurned the engine off. I
checked the ceoclant. I checked the oil. I checked all the
fluids=, Jjust to make sure there was nothing wrong thak
would ruin the vehicle, you know, it was making the funnoy
sound. So then, after I chacked eaveryrhing, I decided,
well Ifil just go a little bit further, park, go hunt
shell= and then decide what to do atfter that. 350 I drove
probably another block ar half a block ang It was stiil

. making that clicking noise. And then I thought, no I

bhatter gquite driving it and I'd need to cail the dealer and
make an appointment. Buot it was 5 o'clock in the morning,
o, [ pulled over. I tried tc park in a place where I
thought a fow truck could coms and get the rar because I
Ffigured we’d be towing it to have a dealer come and look at
ir. And a3 socoh as I stopped the car, a fire broke out
under the hood. And it looked like it broke cut under the,
gn the right, let’s ses, the passenger =ide, up above, you
know, higher, up on the englne, that's what it looked like
to me. There waz just a sound of kind of, whew, L[ don'k
know what you’d call it, not an explosion but you could
haar the fire going. Smoka started comlhg out of the sides

ERGS-B0S-LC1-1888
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=
onn the hocd. 2And so, we got cut of the car and there wasgia
bagel shop nearby and they weren't open yet, they were
preparing for the day. 2o I went and banged on the door.
And had them call %11, the fire department. And I got a
Eire extinguisher from them. I came back guf, there was
Fire coming out of the hood and smoke and I gof 1o the car,
even though 1t seemed kind of dengercus, because I thought
maybe the car would explode, if it, the flames got to the
gaa tank or something. I popped the hood and then I was
gaing te, sc Lhe hood popped unp jusf a little kiny bift but
didn"t go up. And then my son said, hey don't apen the
hood because” they taught us in driver’s &d if youn cpen the
hood, the flames will, the atr will, the qust of air will
maka the flre worse, sa T tried to, it was a pretty big
fire extinguisher. I put the fire sxtinguisher up to the
fire, the wheel wells, through the front in the crack, down
from the windshield, Just everywhere I could to try te put
the fire out, emptied the fire extinguisher. It would not
ga sut. Fire just kept getting bigger., Flames were maybe,
I don’t know, 8 feet off the hood. By that time, it was
getting out of control. S0 I ran back to the bagel shop,
sald did you guys zall 9il yet? And they said, yes wa did.
50, it seemed like it took about 10 or 12 minutes for the
fire departnent to get there, but it could’ve been guicker.
It seamed like a long Lime. And after we, there was
nothing we could do about the Eire. We just kept our
diatance because I thought the whole vehicle was going to
blow up. 3So the fire departoent came and put out the fire.
Called a tow truck. It, well, yes, they called a tow truck
and took it to a wrecking yard. That was all bebween
probably 5 o'clock and 6:30. Somewhere in there, inh the

maorning.

%0, did you lose any ltems in the fire?

Yas, some small things, like there were some cassstte tapes
that Wwere rulned because af the water damage from the fire
department. A blanket, just, nothing really of any
significant value.

And did you make a homaowners claim for the lost items?
Na. T didn't. I thought that would increasa my premium,
or what I lost was nwit worth {(inaudible)

EARS-0n-1C1-1851
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Q: Sc whara did you go fram the scena of the fire? f{

A: The sheriff, thare was a shariff thara, a law anforcement
officar there and the fire angina crew. And after the
fire, the sheriff’s departmant, tha sheriff took me and my
son back to my silster’s home.

Q: 20 did you rent

% On that morning.

0: on that morninhg.

F: ¥ And then the next day we rented a car, I think it was a
Kational Car Rental chain in Sewana Beach and then we drova
it heme the next day after we rented it.

vH Okay. Can I have your vehicle insurance company
information and the phone number of yvonr agent?

A Why?

Q: I don't know, itfs right here, I'm juat asking. -

A Wall who's asking you to do this?

Q: Tha insurance for Tarry.

A: For the Steadmana.

Q: YEE;

k- Yes, By inaurance 1s Fatwer’s Insurance.

: Okay.

A And my agent 1s Doug Arden, in Orton.

Q: 0-R-T-0-N7?

H Yes. What are they going to do, try and make my insurance
pay for thie?

Q: Ha.

A That’s goxxl. So the insurance company hired you

Q: Yes.

A Is that right?

Q: Yeas. Okay, well that concludes the interview. Thank you.

A:  That’a itz )

L+ Yeé.

A Waw.

BS/mu



RECORDED INTERVIEW

Lodli,

This 1ls an interview conducted by Bridget 3tevenson, Private
Investigator, betfween Bridget Stevenscn and —
Today is Frilday., Bugust 18, 2000, It's about 2 FM,

o _n. are you aware that I'm recording this

interview?
_.i\.: Yes.

4§ Okay. Here are the questions that I have for you. When
and where did you purchase the wehicle from?
A: Buto Collection, Weskt Valley. December 2™, 1993,

Q: Okay. All the repairs and wmalntenance done on the vehicle
since you cwned it, where was the work doneg?
As At Anto Collection, Weat Valley.

Q: Okay. Do you remember when?
A: I can't renember exact dates, but I have sent my insurance
company, ALS, all the papecwork on it.

Q: Okay. 3o do you have any copies of the receipts for all
thesn repalrs ordered?
Al I sent them and I"ve got some, yes.

Q: But did vou send them everything you had
F-H Yes I did.

Q: Bid you hear any of the squeaking noises that Mr. Berrett
menticned, before when you wezre driving the wvehicle?
A: #o. (Inaudible).

Q: Okay. Is there anything that you can remembar that may
have, that vou may have heard or experisnced while you were
ualng that ve=hicle? . -

F-H No, we just had trouble with the . keyless entry. I°ve had
1t kack about 4 times Lor that.

Q: Okay. What was ths main use of your wehiclier
Al Everything. We've got zome property up in Stravwberry

Pinnacles. We've used 1t for going back and forth thare.
Just, everything.

m.m-l.ﬂl-lm
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Okay. What were the circumstanceas behind you lending tlme=
vehizle to your friend?
Theay wera thinking about buylng an Expeditien., This is
whare this all started.

And thay're not friands, they'rs
They' re famlly

oh IT'm sorry
It s not friands.

Dkay.

And, =54 we wWere talking to them about it and azked them,
they' wve got a large family, if they wanted to vge it
(inaudible). And they said, yea they would try it ¢uk and
gez. So we did. And we had their Outback. We did have
their Cutback.

Okay. -
I don't khow who makes Dutkack, buk it is an Outkack.

So, do you remember when and where did yon lat him borrow
the vehicles? When was it exactly?

Okay, it was the 27" of June. They’d come out, at our
home .

And how long wasa he supposed te keep the vehicle?
While thay were on vacation., 2 weaks.

And they wers gqoing where?
To Califernia.

Califernia?
To stay with his sister. Hith- sister.

Was any woney eXchanged for the use= of the vehicle?
No.

So you just said that youn used his Quthack whila he was
using your vehicle, right?
Yoz, ’

And how many vehicles do you own?
I have, counting the Expedition?

2




]
Q: Yas. -
&; .
Q: 4_ BAnd how many people are living here with you?
Az Just my wife and I.
Q: Hell, that's all for today. &And these complete the

interview. Thank you.
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RE: TEBRRY STEADMAN
1398 FORD EXFEDITTON

REPORT

YEHICLF. EXAMINED:

. The vehicle was n 1998 Ford Expedition with VIN # 17mPU 16 owt (I stock #
3746210. Thesa two numbars weoe usad to identify the vehicle to be examined.

LOCATION;

The vehicle was located at Copart in San Disgn CA. -Thiumthamluuﬁnuat which the
vehicls was tiy he examined.

PRE! ARY:

As par your request, on 83704, I traveled to the above mentioned location and examined the
sbove captioned vehicle. The vehicle was idendificd by ita VIN, year, make and mods),

The vehicle was being operated at the time of the fire. The operator heerd & clicking noise then
pulied over and the vehicle was discovered to bave beea on Sre. There was a report of clectnicat
wotk done by an mro collision center in Weat Valley CA.

EXTERIOR EXAMINATION;

Examining the extenor, I found the fire damage to heve been concenirzted in the engine
comparhment area of the vehicle. The hood, windshield, grill and front fonders were the most
directly affected components on the exterior of the vehicle.

The windshiold was the only window glass that was directly affected by the fire. The cther
windows on the vehicle were smoke and soot stafoed to the inside susfaces ut stitl in place.

The tires on the vehicle were next examinad, The two front tires wore affected by sxposure o the
flre. The passenger sids Front fire was affected the most. The rext of the tries were still inflated at
the time of this examination.

INTERJOR FXAMINATION:

Exumining the interior, I foumd the fire tn have been mainly in the center upper saction of the
daghboard. All of ihe indicators pointed to the fire apresding fiom the engine compartmant into
the passenger compartment by way of the windshield.

The majority of the interior of the vehicle wan affected by varying degreea of heat and simoke

damage. The clozer i the upper dashboard anca I exnmined the more intense the smolke and heoat
Was.

ERRS-883-1.21-1p98




The wiring in the dashboard ares was cxamined, Theee were found no signs of sherting, beading
ot chectrical over beating in the wiring or the comaponents lncated under the dashboand. The top
of the dashboard weas the fire damaged arca and this damage did not extend rouch into the
intcrior of the dashboard of the vehicle. While the dashboard was being examined the odotmeter
was checked, The mileage was fund 1o have been 7033 and the irip meter read 311.7 miles.

The Boor area of the vehicle was examimed. There were found no indications of the Fre buming
thwough the carpeting. There was drop fire damage in the front seat area only. This drop fire
damege appeared to have been from the fire entering the pessenger compartment by way of the
windshield.

ENG COMP, ATTON:

The gonaral burts patterns were examined and found to have pointed to the front passenger side
of the eugine as the area with the most intense fire related damage, Tho damage was from the
lower passenger side front npwands and townands the rear.

The slecirical wiring and components in the engine compariment were examined. There was fire
damage found to the wiking and components, There were no signs of shorting, beading or
glectrical over heating that would be comsistent with sn elactrically csmsed fire,

The fucl lines and system in this comparimeat wers examined, The finea, the mil and the
injectors wazes all fire damaged. There were, however, no indicstors of these components being
ivolved in the cawss of this fire.

The lower passenger side of the engine compartment was next examined. There wea found an
oily residue that was along the bottom section of the compartment. Theys was also found a
missing section of pressure hose. This bose woukf bave cormected the trapsmission cooling lines
from the radiator to the transmission

Leading from the lower passenger side front was a burn pattern that was more méense in the
lower passenger front and less intense the firther away from the lower front [ examined. There
was also a patfern on the radiator surface facing the interior of the engine compartment. That
patiern pointed to thes lower passooger side fromnt.

The engine oil and transmiasion fleid levels wene checked. The engine oil kevel was at or near the
proper kevel and the transmission fhuid level was recording on the dipstick. There appeated to be
nd components miszing from the engine compartment that could not be accounted for In temis of
fire dgmage.

CHASSIS EXAMINATION:

Tha under ida of the vehicle was examined and found to have beon intact, There was some fire-
rolated damage in the front fender aress bat this was due to the fire fiomn burning fom withn the
engine compartment. There was also an oily residue under the front section of the chassis,
NOTE:

‘The recalls for this vehicle were checked None of the recalls were related to this fire. There wiaa

a recall for the tansimission indicate kever. This recall concerna the sclector cabla coming looae
and thix would have mads i imposgible to shift the vehicle o park.

EAD=-028-LC1-18%7




[ wouki strongly suggest that a complete deseription of the repairs that were done should be
obtaiped. There may be other work dons that was not described. One of the major questions that
thia could address is whether there was any damage to the area of onigin.

ON;
ORIGIN:
Based on the bum peiterns cbserved during the examinstion, this fire was found to have staried
in the engine compartment of the vehicke. The area of origin was found to have been in the lower
side front of the engine_ This was the same area as a amber of transmizsion lines.

This was the arca of the wohicle that was bordered by the engine, the radiator and the jower front
frame members. Just to the rear of this arca waa found the exhacst manifold on the passenger

gide of the engine.

CAUSE:

After all of the available information was reviewed the fire was determined to have been
sccidental in nature. The burn patterns apd other jndi to ha: ¢
h@%@jzf;fﬁ@ﬂ%mﬂmasﬁmnf&ﬂﬂhhmﬁmmﬁm
mizsing due to fire. There appeared to have been a pattern that would be consistent :
s paiiied 0 the firs bediig Siised by 2 Toak T i i

l"'_'-'_"—————_______'__________.-——-'-__._-"“\
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Shauld fisrthar information become available after the complation of this examination
that may bs pertinent to thia file, please forward it to our office for review and possible further
action. Should you have any further questions in reference to this fle, please do not besitats to

contact our office at your sarliest convenionce,

Richard J. Pacheca, RCFE, CFEI, MFE, FI.

Master Forensic Examiper

Feliow, Ametican College of Forsnsic Examiners
D Board Cerlified Foremsic
iplomate, A!:?ml

M&JM;—’*'—"J’_—

*Michael O'Shaughnessey, CFEL CFI, ABFE

MS_ Forensic Science
Senior Forengic Analyst

Member, American Board of Forsosic Examiners
Socisty of Antomotive Foreasic Examiners

Liberal Olivetra, FL, IL
Seiior Foreasic Analyst
ASE Certified Teclmician
Certified RI Auio Inspector
Oil Filter Technician

Dennis Migoagno, IL
Foremsic Analyst

ASE Certiftad Master Technician
Member, Society of Astomotive Forensic Examinars

Elden DaSilva, FL, IL
Foremsic Analyst

Milton Piela, CFl
AS, Fire Science
Forensic Analyst

Antonio Mopteiro, FL, IL
Forennic Analyst

Mamel Ferreira
Licensed Electrician
Forensic Analyst

gl Uy

Foreasic Anabysi
ASE Certified Master
Mechanic

Leslie Caulfield, BS

MT (ASCP)

Clinical Labocatory
Scieqti

Rabert Desmarais
Forensic Aoalyst

Heavy Equipmoat Specialiat
Marins Engine Mechanic
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NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

§  Madcornlds is on s wrie

EE_!.;IE WEST MARKET STREET * AKAON OH 44333 *

Novembear 25, 1997

Ford Mot Company

Paridang Towers West

Sulta 400

Trrea Parkiane Bowevard
Rearbom, Michigan 43124-2588

| /fw@a«
OUR INSURED :

OuUR CLM_H NUM
YOUR INSURED :
YOUR INSURED'S ADDRE

PARK LANE BLVD

DEARBOAN MI-

YOUR CLAIM NUMBER : ' unknown
DATE OF ACCIDENT : 02-12-1957

"REGEIED

CLAIMS LI

COMPANY LOSS : $14,061.81 pEC 2 1997
LESS {(SALVAQGE) : $730 :
DEDUCTIBLE : $0 OFRCE OF THE
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE ; 31 3,331 61 GENERAL COUNSEL

Pursuant ko your request, enclossd ploase find the folowing:

1. A mmpleta daanrlptlon of the incidant, Including events which occurrad prior to end

lﬁuant lo the 1055,
ad Just returned trom fishing and was ascending the hill at

Northamgton when the 1986 Ford F-150 he was aperating sputtered. At the top of the
hlll, the driver smellad when seamad Fke wires buming and he pulled over 1o open the
hood the chack l'ana smell. When the driver opened the haod thers was
fira on the far wall. began threwing snow on the fire 1o put it out whan
something near the carburetor “blew” causing soeme type of flammabie fluid to spew out.
The entire angine and ¢ab of the ruck burned. Several passersby called the fire

- cepartment. 1t togk them 15-20 minutas o amiva an tha scens. Panpinauig Podice
Department and Valley Fire Department took reports. IS =t¢= that he has

. never had any problem with the vehldle batore and had planned fotakeilona Iﬂp to the
Indy 500 the following weekand,

Ohles ko raquires the follawing: Asy persan wha, with Intont to defraud or knowing that hesshe la
faciltating & fraud agairst an insurer, submits an appiication or el & daim containiag afa.lseor
mmhmﬂmm

2. A copy of tha pglice andfor fire report. g
T

i
-
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NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

Sap altached.

3. The vehicle yesr, madel. and serial nu
1996 Ford F150. VIN: 1FTEF15NZT.

4, The mileage on the vehicie at the time of the accidant.
15,000 - non actual

5. Qriginal phatographs of the vohicle's collisionfire damage, from sevaral differani
anglas, or color asar coplas.
Sea altachad.

6. What |s the alleged defact?
Cefact unknown.

7. Documentation to substantiate your defect allagailon, including a copy of your

axpant's report and the expeart’s original photegraphs.
See attached documants supporting less. Defact is unknown.

8. Has the allegad defective part bean repalred or replaced?
Mg, this was a total bum.

9. Tha presenl kxcation of the alleged defective part and vehicle.
Jog Horisks's Salvage Pool Systems, 286 E. Twinsburg Ad.. Northfield OH 44067

10: Tha repair Eﬂinmte, rapair order, or your iotal loss workshaet for the vehicle's
damaga, and coples of draft payments.
Seae attached

11. A complete senvice history for the subjact vehicla, including any tune ups ar
oll-changes.
None avallaakis.

12 List any atter market additions or mocifications thal were made tc tha vehlide.
Not applicabia or not kmown to he applicable.

We constder the total amount due Rsted above to be payment in full, but will promgtly
natify you H we incur any sdditional costa. Ng attorney |3 representing our subrogation
Interasts at this e,

- Wa appreciate your prompt attention Lo this mattar.

Chlo jaw requirea the following: Any pason wit, with imtent 1o dedraud or knowing that hesaha ks
facikitating a fraud against an Insurer, submits an application or filea a claim containing a fatye o
dacepiive stabarnornt i guily of maurance fead.




NATIONWIDE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
BEVEALY PRQCTOR-DONALD

Claims Departmen:
J30-E73-2113

NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

s Matlomeice = on your slds

Ohio law requires the fallowing: Any person who, with Inbeet 1o dafraud ar knowing that he/she b
faciiiading a frayd against an inurer, subumits an appication or Bas & caim containing a flsa or

dacapiive ataternent s guilty of Insurance lraud.

1H - HRR-IF
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VYALLEY FIRE DISTRICT
INCIDENT REMOWT INFORMATION S[LET

[ Niews comvreren . A
REPORT NUMBER _i3Lp pave L0 15 47 pay wed.

ALARM TiMi %) 45 ARKIVAL M 14 seRvICR _old- . RS

SITUATION FOUND (BUILDING FIRFE, ETC] Car Figs o 1t

ACTION TAKEN (EXTINGUISHMENT, H'.'I'l...] _C._.,_._EL:;_Q..L(___(_\AA_LEJ:_)__._

covk {4 Locan MUTUAL AID, ETC) 2 19
FROPEUTY

OCCUANT

- —

OWNER'S ADDRE

FIIONE

METIOD OF ALARM NG. OF FIRE PERSONMEL __ S

VEINCLES ALSFONMNG HIGENRS _h]_ﬂ_ TANKERS __~ OTIIEKS

NUMBER OF INJURIES (IF ANY) VIRE PERSONNKL _ — OTUERS

FATALY) -

BUILDING DEECREFTION

ORICEN . CAUSE

DOLLAR LOSE
FIRE DESCRIPTION (MATXHIAL L[GNITED, KTC) Ve 1\_1*: f{ Elc €

» [
METHOD OF EXTINGUESIIMENT -

SMUKE DETHCTOR  YES( 3 NU( ) OPER{ ) HPRINKLEA VES( ) NO{ ) OPER{

LNSURANCE Y ALY

-y

UONK,
MORILE PROPEMTY VEAR Circ . Make fred. mopm. _£15¢

SERIAL. NUMHER ' LICENEK HUHI'-—

SUSMCIOWDN FIRE YIS ) N ) ARSUN INVESTIGATOR NOTIFIRY WS ) N )

WITHNESS STATEMENT ALTACUED YHS Y N 1}

OFMICER IN Clakce Hnd PERSON MAKING MREPORT _hb.&éﬁﬁﬁu_—

WEATUER CONDITIONS TEMIE, - WIND

USE BACK Of SHEET FOR ANY OITIER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
REVISED 1-16-92

FORM YPIHIA

ERMS-B02-1L.CI-13%5
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NATIONWIDE
INSURANCE

] mhmwﬁ *

3378 WEST MARKET STREET * AKRON OH 44333 *

March 13, 1997
FORD MOTOR COMPANY
OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
FARK LANE TOWER SW
SLATE 300, 3 PARK LANE BLVD
DEARBORN, M 48125

e — \
OUR CLAIM NL :

YOUA INSURED : FORD MOTOR COMPANY z
YOUR INSURED'S ADDRESS il

. . DEARBCRN M
; YOUR CLAIM NUMBER : -

DATE OF ACCIDENT : 02-12-1997

COMPANY LOSS : $13,851.81

LEBS (SALVAGE) : $0 — iikrowon et rertly
DEDUCTIBLE : $0

TOTAL AMOUNT BUE : $13,851.81

Mar 2 1 199

OFFICE OF THE
GENERAL COUNSEL

_Hewe are the suppasting papers and a request for payment of our subrogation clakm.

" We consider the tctal amount due listed above to be payment in full, but will promptly -
- nalify you if we incur any additional costs. No attomey is reprasenting our subrogation’
intereats et thisa tima.

-

We appreclate your prompt altention to thie mattar.

NATIONWIDE MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY
BEVEALY PFROCTOR-DONALD

Claime D

330-873-2113

Ohlo 1w requires the following: Any pecson wha, whh Inlent to cefracsd or knowing that hafshe i&
fack#ating a fraud agairst an Insurer, submiia an applcation whadﬂnmﬂuﬂmafﬂnu
mmmuwwmmﬂmm
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LSta"t-ef Fa-'-r"'r_'-n Insurance Companies m

- L . Florkda Ragicnel Otfice
. ' Fira Cantr Subrogation
P00, Bex 360
Wirtar Havn, AL 33883 5808

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN BE-CEII‘TREQUESTED

Nevember 8, 1999'

Fard Motor Company o

Parkdand Tower West, Ste 400 :

3 Parklane Boulevard
Dearbom, ML 48126

Claim Number:
Our knsured:
Loss Address:

Date of Loss: April 30, 1999

Make and Medel of Vehicle

icle: 1996 Fard F- i
VIN Number: ]_'Ft'IfEFliY)('w.:k

Dear Mr. Keves:

Thig letter is it refezence to fire damage to our mspred's home as a resudt of a vehicle fira W gettled 2
claim with our insured in the amount of $56,082.37, which itcludes our insured's $500 deductible.

Our investigation reveled the fire origmated in the engine compartment of the Ford Pick-Up truck.

Enclosed ix the documentation of Stats Famm's claim, Pleusemde;hslaﬂurmudmmndtojmur
company for reimburgament of $56,082.37.

Ifymmudmyﬁnﬂnrmﬁmnmmwwlﬂlbdmmﬂmmm plusafadﬁeahmnma utt'ha
mumber listad below.

m&w

erm Dennis

Claim Specialist v*“ ' a

STATE FARM FIRE AND CASI.MLTY COMPANY
(38B) 7564449, Bxt 3290

KDA56 108063160
Enclmrqu

WE CFFICE: BLOONINOTOM, [LLINAIS &1710-D001

EQGS-205-1 01-190a
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ENGINEERING ceV=’

' GROUP || groUR INC. A 1e

Mz, Beana San Juan
State Farm Insurance
‘Pembroke Pines

RE: Manning residence, Siate Farm Cleim # 59-C577-142

Digar Ms, San Jugn;
At your Iinspectedd:uboﬁmtodhm.whinhwhuﬂdu
Weston, The purposs of my inspection was (o determing the degree of structiml

damages caus a recent fire und to make generat repair ecommendations.

I found & one story, single family home of unknown age, bt of moders construction. The walls

wene masonry and the mf&mumsymnmnfmdmmwﬂplwmm The
home had a conerete tile roaf system.

For purposcs of this report, it wilk be assumed that the garage door is in the West to itlustrate
Siracti

The first tuss in the North over the gamge is not damaged and can be used as is, bot the other
- trusses end packs Soath of this tnes should be replaced along with atl of the plywood over the
garage. This repair will neceasitate removal and replacement of the roofing gystem over the
gorage, but not io include that over the roof that foins the maie bome and the garage.

Tt was raining heavily during our visit, and we were unsble to sccess the roaf other than to look
at it from e ladder. The roof was nail set and no looss tiles existed for us o iRt within reach and

- therefore to determine the tile type. The valieys and ridges were montar set and matched the field
tiles in color. The tite was a reddish brovwn concrete *S” tile with some textire to the color.

Visual observation clearly illustraied that under 25% of the roof would need to be replaced due
to fire, so the 25% rule docs not apply and repair is aliowed by the South Florida Building Code,
Browar] Couniy Edition. No other State, County or Local ordinance would require roof
replacement, rather than repair of the roof.

The roof tile appears to be one that is cutrently made, fikely 2 Monicr brand, hut we could not be

182 NE 168 Street, Marth Miami Beach, FL 33162
(3057 8551115 = Pax: {305} §55-9991 = c-mail: pepper@pegroup.com

ERGB-008-1 011942




aure without taking & sample or looking st the underside, which we could not do in the rain..

The Public adjuster reported that he had been imformed that ihe color of the tile was vot made
amy mare and that in order to repair the raof, that he would have to replace the entine roof. He
further reported that the homeorwners associntion rules would pot allow a repair of the garage
oitly with tiles of 2 different color. We obzerved other homes in the aroa that hed been re-roofed
with similar tile, but they had been entirely ro-roofad eatirely differcnt color,

Based on our experience, it i very likely that the type of lile usad, without regard ko color or
finish, ia still manufactured

We do not bave any information oo whather the color can be masched o3 color maiching is not a
qusstion we heve often sbdressed. [f you wish us to make thix determination, we would remove
a tile aid determine if it can be nwtched. This msy cause damsge to the tils removed and
adjrcent tiles mxd to due to this, we woulkd request that permisaion of State Farm and the Insured
be granted before proceeding. As an altamative to this, if the Insurcd or the PA could muke a tile
avaikableto us, it would bo eaxicr,

The masonry wall to the North, for approximately 4 fect East of the entry door was damaged to
the: point that it should be replaced. This repair will requine bracing of the noof thar joins the

All other gnrage wally showsd some minor hairline cracks cansed by the fire but these cracks ere

repairable and replacement is not required, The i beam was ot damaged and dies not require

raplacoment or repair, Matching the stucco in repair of the wills may be a problem and it may be
‘ neceasary to completely re-stucco the garags to pravent the repair from showing.

The condition of the concrets slab on grede foor i3 unknown to 12 as it was still covered with
debeis, It is our experiznce that in matomobile fires, which we are informed that this was, that
floor damags beneath the car can asually be expeciod. If dammgs cxists bere, it s likely coametic
only. .

hay be of any further service to you in this matter, please cail,

1




;) 2

sant 40 our firs scane axamination, VGl conduciad mseacch inte the detsbase of
the Nalonal Highway Traffic Safety Admintstmation, Office of Defecta investigaton,
regaring the vahicle involved in this fire loss. That data Is andlosad will this eport, and
includas Information garding mcafls and complaints conosming this vehicle. i should
b& notad that na racalls of this vhicle wers found in the data that would indicate & fire
causal factor within this srea of the subjact vehicle. However, an page 25 {of 28) of the
Complaisits section, it shoukd be noted that Complaint #OD4 IC: 982678 ists a compiaint
ragarding the slecirical systern wirng hamasa under the dash, stating that "famas
started coming from undemasth tha dash, oncarkain of whare i ariginabed frorm™,
Becauss of the damaga of tha subject ¥volved vehicla, VC| could not discemn whaether o
wiing hamasa problem exdied. However, the specific problam ksted appears ko have
occurrad while tha vehics was baing opamiad, which waa not the cxza wilh tha Involved
vehicle in ihis fie ioss.

%m——ﬁn ok e o eater oy sta >
the machanism. As staled asdfior, Mr. Harvey staied that after tha
fusa for the ABS system was replaced, he had nokad that his alarm system waa not
wivking proparly. Bacasusa of im damage to the vehicle, VC1 was unabla to reconsatruct
the alarm system and its associsled wiing components. However, i should ba noled
that the alarm systam would have besen *hot” (energized) at the ime of the fin.

Based upon the foregaing, it s the profacsional opinion of Vikra Congultants, Ine. (VCI)
- that the fire which ocowred on Apal 30, 1886, at 1245 Seagrape Clrcls, in Fort
Lawsdardale, Fhﬂi.hdashﬂhmtdummm1MFudF1ﬁﬂpmm
that was parkad within #ha garage of the subject residance.

Hhmrﬂurﬂupiufuaiondnpnmdvclhﬂhhﬁmm:pﬂtdmmhh
passanger side of tha vehicle, spe ly in 6 gf tha engine oo - E

uummummu

it ia further the professional oplnion of VI that the sxact cause of this fire remains
undeterminad at Hhis timas,

R ia further tw professional opinlon of ¥l that inls fire was accidental, In that & was not
 Intentionally set. No avidenca of a fira of incendiary nakum was notad.

Mymmralhﬂum 1a ha of saryics to you In this matier, f you have sny furthar
cquesiions, please contact us.

" Rispactily submitied,
VIKRA I‘IIHSI.I.TAHTE INC.

Robert E. Lamona, CFEi
Presidont

RELicg
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FIRE AMD LSS
FOREMEI™

IMVESTHA
ENGINEERRNG

8730 Pinkn Driva + Laks Woarth, Flarida 33487+ [581) 433-9232 - Fax {B61) 433-D464

Jura 8, 1989

his_lleana San Juan

Stale Farm insursnca Company
10 N, University Drive
Pambroka Pinas, Florkde 33024

RE: mnuaunsd
Loss Addess

Dais of Lote
. Claim Number :
VI Fiia Number : 90-BR-26(R

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Dear Ms. San Juan,

Vi Consuliants, Inc. (VC]) haa complelad its investigalion into the sbove-captionsd
dwelling firn logs.

A foe scane scmination wi conducied on May 24, 1829, ot which ima tha s0ans wat
completaly photo-documantad and axaminad for possible causes of he fie. 0N thet
sams date, a 1886 Ford F150 plckup fnuck, which had besn parked in the garage of the
reskience at the tme of the fire, was examined and pholo-documented et Sadisco
soivags yard in West Pairm Beach, Florida. Subsequent contact was made with Me,
William Harviry, the fomet husband of the named insured, and the dvivar of the subjact
vehicls. The raport of tha Browand County Fire Deparimant was ordensd snd will be sant
to you whan i is recelvad In this offica. Rassarch was conductad inio tha National
Higinway TraiM: Safety Adminisiration databasa meganding the subject vehicia, A copy of
that ciata is enclosed aa addenda to this report.

The laas shuche is 1 one oy, single famlly home, of CBS conatruction, with & bl
fiad roof, and ¢ detached cne car garage. The main da of the housa nuns north aned
south; and the main axis of the gawage nns aast and west, wilh the garaga roll up door
facing wast. A side door aniaring tha garags it located off a common “beezeway”
struciuns that connacts tha housa to e garsge via a walkway on the north side of the
garads. The garsge was provided with aiacirical sarvice only. No evidance of lallure of

the slacirical sarvics (branch dmalﬁ.rﬂmﬂhihhwm nodad.
Parsone who Fve in the housa are {nﬂmmm}'
, taughles
presumably

s esirangad husband)
gt least bW

chikdran of

Tha laas vahicis in ldentified xs a 1958 Ford piclkup tnuck, modal F150. The vehicle was
axaminad at Sacksco of West Palm Beach, eferancs their control number WP177784.
Tho vahicle was found in row 58 and was the vehicle numberad 49 in that row. VCI
axcamicad and phaiographad the vehicle st Sadisco. Because he wehicls i Inauned by

EROS-208-] £1-1058




Adatal Insucance Company, no deatructive disassemblyvicaminstion was conducisd on
the vehicle. Allstabe a lag on the mear ieligaie of the vahicle
with the Allstate cialm The vehicle |s Ested & champaignme in
color.

Physical scamination meveals that the vehicle |s a full sized pickup tuck, Themns wen
“sftermariad” whael dmas in place. The tires gxhibit similsr irsad waar on all four ires.
The Vishicle Kentiflcation Numbay for this yehicke, which wad jound on tha inslde driver
door of the whicle, is 1FTEF1 with a dals of manufaciurm of QOciober,
1885. This vehicla has iwo sapanils Qi Boih gas caps wan fourxd (o ba in
place. The oll was checkad and found 30 ba ai The “full® mark, wilh no snvadence of waler
init VCl was unabis to chack the eesmission fiuid lavel baecause of fire damage 1o that
area of tha wahicls. VCI found na impact damages o the vehicle 30 indicate that & had
bean In any accident prior to the fim

Accordng o was parkad aa it usually la within he
garags ol tha that on tha day of tha flre, at 9245 PM, he
mmmu%mﬂmmulmmmm He sialad that
he sxiiad the vahicls ai the restarant He stated thatl the slam on he vehicle
automaically sets when tha doors ane lockad. He stated that he relumaed to the vehicla
severs minuiee later after picking up the food. He entened the vehicls, deactivated the
alarm sysiem (placad In "valed" mode via a oggh the dash in the
area of tha steadng cobums), and starked the vahicle. slated that when ha
startad tha vahicle, ha noled that the ABS {antl lock systam) ight was on, and he
was unabla to gal the car out of “park”. He thaen put his foot on the breke and stlempled
0 put the car in neversa”, Mmmwmmﬂmﬂmh
mave tha shift laver out of the "park” poattion. hhm
. at MM Automotive. and ined the problem with his ruck. H
who was glao at MAM Automotive. Nelthar of
theas man wera abla to ha of hal spoka it a third man
identfed s« NG wae moat Bkely tha fuse
N
. in a flrafighta stadac that he and
Juson m-: . He stakd that a similar
biua fuse was reptaced inio ihe location, and thon the ABS light want aut.
waz then sbls to put the vehicle into "rveme’, and then drive i then fumad
tha vehicie off, reset the starm, then mastartad the vehicle to maks sure It was going 1o
work properdy. He stated thet he noted that the akarm would nat resst. He stated that ha
then lumed the vehicla off, and this ima, the alarm did resel.  He then drove the vehicls
o he subject reskianca. Ha siated that he noled na aledirical burming

or sy odor of gascline, or any odor of smoke at that Gma., drowe the vahicla
inko the garags and paroad i thare, dosed tha garsge door, and want imto Tha hauss.

that about kan minules afier ha arrived home and had parked the truck

in the garage (about 10:30 ko 10:45 PM), he went back Into the gamge and mlriaved his

. glassas aor vallet inom the wehicie. He stalnd that he noted nothing unusual at that tme,
' H- W. arrivad home with
atatad that and her friend noticed »

¢ ﬂWWHMyMWmWM&dmhw He statad that thay

!

a1 “Jason”,

ERDS-B0S- 01-10%T



. o not pay amy altantion I thia, ihi wai prahabiy fram tha buming
wikifires in the Everglades st fhat about 1100 b 11:15 PM,
I vaiod her carin ihe driveway, as it was

ime for har ko leeve to go home. that when the girls walkked pest tha garage
door, they noked thick black smoke coming from the door, He stated thal the girs
immedizialy ran back inzids and aleried him io $he srmocke.

MMmmmmumm.mmmmm
garaga, ad asw firs o tha passangar side of Ihe subject vehicla, bolh

within the compartment and in the sngine compartnent (passenger side),
ﬁ( sisind that he was unable i da anything at that point sxeapt to call $he Fire
Ha stalnd that ha had gone anound ko e roliup door of the garge,
pushad iha coda for the sulomatic gamage door, and it want up about four feet, and Than
stopped I had considered tying & rope onto his wile's car and tying 10 drag
e buming tuck ot of the gemge o get i from the house, but the gerage door
woukin't open far enough to do thal stabad that af shout that §me, various
aeroaol cana gonialning various housshold products that wers nomnally stored in the
wumwummmummmmw
stated that o neighbor (an Lmidentified bisck man) had atismplsd io spray a
garden hoas onio tha fira. However, whan the vehica lre exprodec, Gl parson s leflt B

. _ ' : Enes-9es-1 C1-1958
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Figura 1 is an extarior view of the house and garage. Tha srrow points to tha noliup door
o the garage. Smoke 2nd soot staining aleng this wall and save indicates that this
parage door was open for 2 padod of ime during the firs,

Elaure 1
EXTERIOR VIEW OF HOUSE AND GARAQE



Flayre 2
VIEW INSIDE GARAGE

ER0S-Bos-Lc1-1968
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. Figiura 3 Is an exterior view of the side entry door 1o tha garmge. Thia I8 the door that Mr.
EEEopenad as he was nvestigating the source of tha smoka his daughter and har
friand had reported to him, Bumn patherms on this docr, a8 weil a3 smoke staining above
the door, indicala that this door was open during the course of Bis fire.

SIDE DOOR TO GARAGE

8 ERS-308-1 C1-1061
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Figure 4 ia & view.of the loas vehicle 24 It was found by VC| at the Sadisco salvaps yerd

n West Paim Sasch. The Amow points ' the Alistate insurance Company claim stickar
on the teiigate.

Elours 4
REAR OF VEHICLE AT SADISCO SALVAGE YARD

. EROZ~pos-L.01-1062
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Figumﬁ!uvmdmﬂmumahﬂw. Bum patams existing on the hood, as
Mnshmwwypw;mmhmmnamtﬂhamwﬁmmm
p:mnimﬁmﬂmmm;mmmmm{mm.

FRONT OF VEHICLE



Figure 8 iz a view from the bed (rear} of the truck looking forward Inio the passenger
compariment. Again, the greatest amount of fire damege ia on iha passenger sida (at
smow), moving toward iha deiver skie of the vahicle.

Flgurg §
PASSENGER COMPARTNENT, FROM BED OF VEHICLE

o ERSS-205-LC1-1084
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Figure 7 is a view of the angine comparimant of the subject vahicls, hems iocated on
tha passanger side of ihe engine compartmaent include the batiery and the allsmator
{shown al arow resting atop the batiery). The wiring hamasa in the area of the
altemador connection was found (o be mppis, with no avidence of arcing or ghorting
noted. It should be notad that Ford Motor Company has had a history of problems wih
the connection leading to the atbtamator. This has besn eliminated a3 a causal factor in
this fire loss, however. VCl slso examined the hattery and found that the battery
terminals had been dumed away, and the associated baltory cablos were also badly fire
damagad o e paint where no fallure detarmination could bs mede. Alwo, only & smail
amnaunt of the angine compariment’s original wiring hamess remains in this aea. itis
unknown where the remainder of tha wiring hamesa is. it doss not appaar o hava been
removad subsaquent to tha fira; but thane is evidence of tsaring of tha wiras that may
have bean the result of Arefighters pulling debris apart within the engina compartment to
anawva that the fire was extingulshad.

ENGINE COMPARTMENT OF VEMICLE

10 ERSS-805-1.C1-1965
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. LISKA, EXNICIOS & NUNGESSER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

C.B.D.Dfles
Pan American L3 Crier Suks 2653

801 Poydras Seraut
New Ogleaoy, Loaisiaga 70120
Phoan:

FiEaxs xeely To: C.B.0D. OFFICE
VAL PAFRICE EXNICW

March 24, 2003

Shawn Norton

Claim Analyst

Ford Motor Company
Parklane Towers West
Suite 303

3 Parklane Bhd.
Deerbom, Michigan 48126

RE: Ford Truck Fire of July 18, 2002
l in Kanner, Louvisans

N_O). Esar Office

9701 Lalon Eareqt Bhd,
Saicz 101

Mew Ocleara, LA 70117

Pl :

I 5= 117
580 2451511

FRAE (3] M5 1K1

Plaass note that | hava baen retained to represent the interasta ﬂw
':nd oftheirson relative to thelr clakms arising outof tha a
tr. Gua Bazin, clawms adjuster fodi nsurance camier has advieed

that you have bean asked to handle the claimes arising out cf this matter.

Plcase advise 28 to what documantation you would dike Lo receive regarding my Clients’

elime. Thank you_

With best parsanal and profassionsl regards, | remain

ER@D-B08-101-1088

)



LISKA, EXNICIOZ & NUNGESSER

ATTORNEYS AT LaW
C B I Odfice N. 0. East Qe
Pan Ameriesn Life Couber Scibs 2655 9T01 Lake Forest Abal
601 Paydem Skt RECEIVE: ' 3 . Sui 103
Mew Onleons, [ouiwismss 70170 bl Hewe Orbewrw, LA 70L27
1:]::1!“?5 mﬂ—lﬁl!
0] FE-ES (M) Dt R
FAJ: [S04) $X-1908 PLY: (S} 243114
PLEASE REPLY TO: C.B.0. OFFICE
WAL FATIICK BXPACHT™
Aprl 2, 2003

Shawn Morton

Claims Analyst

Ford Motar Company

Paridana Towars YWest

Suite 300

Three Parklane Bhd.

Dearborn, Michlgan 48125-2568

RE: Date of Loss
My Cliants

Additional, Glamanh
Lafayette. Ins. Co. Clmm No.

Dear Mr. Norton:

nd yetts Inaurance Ca.

In response to your queries of March 31, 2003, ploase be advised as fallows:
1. my cliants occupiad the pramisas that was destriyed in the fim;

2. my cilante ware slasping In thair aperiment abover the ares
Ford vehicls was parked, smellad smake and Immediately flad the pramises;

a. the police andfor fire repaorts have praviously been forwarded to you by A. T. "Gue”
Bazin, Adjuster for Lafayeite Insurance Co.

+ «. I

date of b dste of birth:
address

Statu
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5. already in your pnssasslnn
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Shawn Naron

Ford Motor Company

Apl 1, 2D0D3

PagaNo 2

B. unknown;

7. already in your possession;

11. None at this time except axperia ratsined by Lafayeite Insurance Co. that are
already in your possoasion;

14. Curmrently betng compiled and will be forwarded;

5.  unknown;

18. unknown

Thank you.
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