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Dear Mx Moyean:

We are the Inutranca cariers for Brucs Losiec, Oa Taovary &, 200 LN]273 Ford X1. £50 Pick-Up
was daerdgeed by 3 O, An independent 4o epont maquestal by Parmers invorance. Croop conduded e
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advioc of yomr decdion on Rability st your sarliest convenlances.

Plexse: call ;e with any questins o Sonosms.
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D.O.L.: Ianuary 7, 200t

Repoct for

Mr. Gregg Frizzell
. Parmers Insurance Group

Clarence M. KELLEY and Associates, Inr.
3217 Broadway, Fourth Floor
Kansas City, Missauei 64111
816.756.2458
Tom Bohrendsen, Dir. Fire Investigations, ext. 335
January 24, 2001

Case #: 170770-85E
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FEE TION

On January (7, 2001, Mir. Gregg Frizzcll, Farmers Isurance Group, Moore, Okiahoma,
taquested an origin and canse investigation be conducted oo a 1998 Ford XL £58 picknp.
M. Frizell further related the date of laes befag Jaauary 7, 2001, insurc .

I Ciirboma Cicy, Oklabomsa, and the vehicle currently located at [-15 Salvage Pool
#116696.

M. Frizzel} firthee gated the inmured waa driving the vehicls when I saw sparks and
amoke cotiing from amund the vents,
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FIRE SCENE INVESTIGATION

On Jaouary 18, 2001, a fire scene ongin and cause investgarion was conducted on the
1998 Ford XI. 130 pickaip. Tie vehicle was located in the I-35 [psurance Pool faciog in a

wistecly dirction amidat a ow af other vehicles,

[Jpan exemigation of the vehicle bapinning with the lef front, it was obacoved that the
left front of the vehicle showed same damage wivers tha bood had been bent out nf shape
flue to sappression effosts. Alsa, the hack of the hood had bioned away. The windshield

and side glasx had also bwmned sway and/or were missing.

Proceeding down the driver's sids, severe fire damags was natad m the driver's side
doar, thia being from the bottarn of the déor 1o the 1op. Damage subsided somewhat at
the raar of the door. No ﬁredmungawunhsanmdmﬂulaﬂmymdnfﬂnwhiclq

nor 63 the rear of the velucls.

Upon examinetion of the bed of the vehicle, alighi fire demage was located directly
behind tha ¢cab. The réar window ofthe vehicle was missing and the alass had melted
and burned out. Also, damage o the top of the cab to the rear was chsarved.

Praceeding around tn the passenger’s sids, no fire damage was noted to the right rear
pansl. Proceediog up to the passenger's aide door, burning was obscrved at a higher level

then previously cheerved on the driver's side, Glass was also missiog firom thin daer.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Procatding om o the right frcnt fender, no fire damage way displayed with the exeeption
of some light smoke damage.

Examipation of the interior revealed all combusiibles had romed up.

Examination of the wiring thowed shorting in the area above the stescing columr cn the
driver’s side of the dash. Soms slight shorting was noted where ihe cable spreed acrmasz

tp the passengec's sda.

The seats were bucned out of the vehicle and no combustibles ware chaceved in the

Upon examination of the engine compartment, it appeered that Auids weee in the ommal
operating range with the sxception of the engive ofl a2 the dip stick handle had buroed off
making it impassible o check.

Mnufkmmmﬂmﬂdwﬁmhmﬁuﬂmm Mast of
the eming was confined o the rear area near the firevall. Closer examination of this
area, just slightly left of center heing closer o the drivex's gidz, showed severe buming at
the rear of the engine and the Geewall level. T‘hubcmngpmcaededdnwnmwuﬂ:ﬂu
lower portion of the enprine., This was an arca where the fiel lined came acvoss. An area
waa alin chserved oo the drivers side whers the fire had sntercd the cab ama from the

sigine compartment. Thia was through an area where the firewall had bee breached for
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the purpose of wiring. [t was abserved the: the fire had actuslly entered the cab area from
the driver’s gide at a low lavel under the dash. Some sharting of the wiring in this area

was chserved. However, this shorting 13 believed to be from expasur to the fire itself
Allindicatians show thet a fuel leak bad occurred at the rear of the eagine. This, in turn,

caused the buming to the firswail. The fire then proceeded to enter the cab ares, ahich
hdbamhm&mdﬂm:lmmrporﬁnnofthéﬁmﬂlmﬂwdﬁw'uiﬁe.

CONFIENTIAL




CONCLUSION

[t iz the ppofaszional apinian of thiz investigatrr Goough Brete and indicators estshlished

at the scene that this fire was of en accidental nature doe to oechapscal Failure of the fued
e S ———— -

L

A]lmﬂ:mnmsshnwdmhn havehumaﬁwllmk.whuhlpmdmmthaﬁrﬂallmth;

euglmmmpam_l}mtﬂlmﬂn_g, ini the ceb of the vehicle. Further

indications show that this vehicle waz mome then likely in motion when this fire occurred.
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ADDENDA

Notz: [t was discovered that sone 1997-1958 F-150 had s recall notice of fued line
failure in the engine compartment. This investigator would advize further investigation
on verifring the VIN and questioning the cwner on any recell notice, for pazzible

subrogation poasibilities.







LIBERTY B B L5081
MUTUAL

Fire Insorsmce Cenipaay

1lewr betin

Altmny NY 122125043

Tal: (518} 782-2541 / {200} 2525730
Fax: (SLE) 7RZ-1556

Aggil 12, 2000

FORD MOTOR COMEANY
PARETANE TOWHRS W1 PARELAME BLYT 400
DHARBORN MI 41126

ATTN NFICE OF GEMBRAL COUNSEL

THE YEHK LE IS BHING HELD AT A1'TG PLACEMENT CENTER WHECH [ A SALVAGH YARD
LOCATED AT ¥ STONE CASTLE, RD ROCKTAVERM MY 11573, THE TELETHONE IS 914-167-65 65 ANT
PLEASE REFER TO 8TOCK ¢P492). THE VEHRLE WILL BE AVATLARLE FIOW:. YOUR INSPECTION
TINTIL FLRVE 13,2000, IT WILL BE DISPOSED OF AFTER THAT.

FHANK YOAT POR YOUR ATTENTION TD THIS MATTEE.

Sincaely,

S iy

Halping Faaple Liva Safar, Mnru Esenrs Thvn PRERFIM
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PURROSE OF THE ASSICRSXENT

In accaordance with your request, Lthis organization comsdocted an
lnspection of the iopured’s vehicle in reference to the cause of the
fira. The assignmeant alec includea the lssuance of a writken raeport
baped on our analysais.

REELTNTAARY FEMAFES

An ingpection was conducted ~am Il'adnandny, April 1%, 2000 at Co-Part
Balvage in Bock TFavorn, New York.

DESCRIFPION OF THE VERICLE
The wehiele iz a 1995 Ford Bxpedition 4 X " B0V, color green, The
vehicla ddantifisation mmber i1a 1PMRING The adlvage yard

Rtock nnher wae P4920. It was located in row

The wvehicle shows extenglve Filre damage in the fromt engins
compartoment area extsnding horizontally and wverticelly to the
passenger compartment by the windsbislg and Jaghbxard area.  Fire
patteéerns extend to and throngh tha back giorage area of che wshicle.

Ingpection of the underside of the wahilcle ravealed ng svidence of
fira eriginating from or extending ta this area. The fusl filler cap
. wag intact 1n the left rear quartar panal af tha wehjicles.

Closer inspaction of the passanger compartment area revealad extensive
fire damags in the dashboard area. ' Howaver, tha wirimg harness
extending through the left sida of tha fitve wall was lntact amd the
damage at tha fuse panel was due o external hast and flane
impingeawnt. . Tlmrumnnevidmnfakayfmmlmthadahrinnn
: thu flocr undar the = _;nlmn g ':he_ nt:areo waE, J.nt.aul;

. Imspection of : .
extenslvaly téd by the Fire.  'fhe -tnp ‘af "the rad:.atm: and cooling
coll for Eha a.ir Colitioning nit: wird melted. The tranmiession
conling lines were intact on.the laft:side of the radiator. The lines
betwasn the cailsg and I:hu uu-pruaorrfnr I-.he -alr uonﬂ:l.tm unit
vara atill imtact. E o

,_'Thebrahemam,qlmrnndbnﬂﬂuidmrmnnltaddm R
- due to haat flm :l.m:l.ngmnn 7 "Ihn AEE mmmﬂ lil:lau were intack.

A s T
d
- r"-a- by .t--"\.l-\.;. i dn 1..1-3* Y

--.-"

. Inupel:tinn of . I'-.hn’fual 1:I.ms unt.eriug “tha nug;l.na nmpnrl:mt £rom tha
left raar cornar’ revealed . the Eﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ ware atill intack. The

i .. . throkile budjr”nhqwed avidenca  oF : srtengive. melt down -on the froot,
SuLmE Tl:u! alta::natnr‘im’n*intaubw b 'Eﬁ'r ua.bln ‘betwean” thd’alternator:

MEB'I'I'GA]TVE EﬁIHEEFIﬂG EEHH‘ICEI
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PETER VALLAS ASSOCIATES Inc. page 2
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and bartary wae intacr, howevar, the battexy poat waa meltad. Furcher
inepection of the battery cablea revealed the ground cable was intact.
It was noted, howavar, that ona of the poalitive cahles betwaen the
battery and tha fuss psrwl had arced through at the righkt rear of the
sngine oompartment .

Follow-up with the Natlonal Highwsy Traffic Safsaty Adninistration
Office of Defectd Investigations Tevesled only two database
referonces, cne for.fuel related fires and the other for alactrical
related fires. There was no specific recall noted for thae main
battery wiring cabls. .

Bagsed on the oh gcand inepection aml ressarch to date, 1t ip the
opinicn of this organization that tha fire originates in the endgine
coaparteant.. The poilnt of origin is in tha xight sida of the =ngine
copartment. The exact caugs i vndatermined, however, the following
two poseibilities have not hoan aliminated.

1. A Fusl relaced firs, -
2. Blectrieal failurae in the battery cables.

It jg recomnended that £ollow-up interviews with the insured in
rafarance Co any racent work or nobices of psrvice bulleting they may
have received either from the mamifacturer, Ford Motor Crmpany, or
thedr authorized Ford dealership.

We want tuﬂlﬂnlr.ynu Lor the npporl:mit]rtnhﬂahaannf Eervice to
you. If any additional informatiom :Ln re-quirar.‘l or fallmr-up iz ko be .

L

"-..'|.

' ne_-ipen;fuuy gumnm,
PETER VALLAS ASSOCTATRS Ingc,
. L
David R. Radgickar -3,

Corporata Diractor of
Iovestigations

AT ™ S e e eriia
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2. Close up view of the veahicle identificaticn number plate
location indicated by the arrow.
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.lnﬁ"'bm
3 Ofverall vim.' 1.nl:|:| the tear ebtorage area. MNote the
gseat if not Erom this wehicle,

4. Overall view into tha wmiddle seat area of the vehiclem,

EADS~-883-L C1-8a48
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s
5. Overall view of the firs patterns on the rear of the
vehlele.

6. View of the fuel fillar cap location in the left rear
: Juartey panel.,

ER3S-008-L.C1-B448
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. - An1a54

7 Overall view of the right side of the wehicle from the
right fromkt.

B I e

R T L

5. W¥iew into the passenger compariment through the windshield.




{Overall wiew into tha front passenger compartneant area
from tha driver aide.

View inta the I[rpnt passenger compartmenc Ffrom the
right gide.




11.

Page &
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12, Viaw of the driver side after clearing nf the debrig.
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13.
(Fhotos 13 and 14 are documentation of the wiring harmees in
tha Iaft gide nf the dashboaxd.)
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16. Clamer wiew of the engine conpartment. HNote the piece
of alumihum hood chat remaind.

@
- ——————————————

ERRS-BAE | C1-a52




© e

: 17. View after replacing the piece of alumicum hood to it's
: original position as indicated by the arraow.

: 18. (loger view of the fire damage tc the throttle body.

ERBS-BOS-LC1-24%3
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19. (Close up view of the melted throtrle body.

20. View into the left whesl well.




22,

;
Sy I

Anather view loviing towarde the front in ths lafk
wheal wall., Hote the oil filter is astill intact.

Cverall view i::; - the engine compartment fron the
cafrt side.

SHBE-D0% ] C1-D8
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. — ™ .'. . - e,

23. Cleszer view of the laft side of tha engine compartment.

24, View looking towards the AER brake gyatem on che left
gide of the sngine comparcmenc .
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Cloza up view of the fuel lines antering the lef rear

of the engine compartsment indicated by the arrow.

2%,

Uverail view of the engine compartment from the righe
gide.
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Fage 17
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37. viey into the engine compartment [rom the right wheal
well,

MH Ty
28. Overall view of the righr side of the engine compartment
whare the mlectrical system 16 located,

ERES-B0T-LC1-B420
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i, s

349. Closar view of the battery cablea during my inspection.

i¢. {Cicae up wiew of the battery cable commnected to the
altermacor Iindlcared by the arrow.
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31. Ovarall view of tha danmagéed batbkery cahles.

A2. Cloger view. Arxrow ifllcates the cable that ie
bumead thoough.

EAQe-0as-LC1-8482
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33. vViaw of tha battary cahles with a scala of refarencs.

34, View of the secticn of cabled being removed.

ERMD-208-L ¢ 1-2481
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15, view after removing the cables and conneckors.

EABS-fon-L C1-B482







State Farm Insurance Companies

PO Bax 743
Wirrtgr Hwvmn, AL 338871740

Certifled Mall - Eeturn Receipt Requested

Septamber 18, 2000

Ford Motor Compaony
Parklane Towar Hagt

Sulce 400
3 Parklans Blvd.
Dearkorn, MI 48126

RE: Clain Number:
Date of Loaa:
Our Insured:
Amcunt of Logas P .
Vehicle: 1988 Ford F1oi

1FTZE176

The identified vehiele is ineured by State Parm Mutual Automckils
Insurance Company. Thla vehlcle amxperienced a fire loea.

State Farm would like to give yom an coportunity te inapect the
vehlcle and give vou advatce notlce of our potential subrrogation
claim. Ploase contact me at (800] 707-71408 to setup a4 time for
your inspection.

Sincerely, Q"' ‘60

L
John Eapley ﬂ&1£>\ rﬂfj
Claim Specialist . q X ]
(200) 707-7408 q/ w

State Farm Mutval Automoblle lnsurance Company -

wom 7

Enclosure: Hupporting Documentetion

EIDMWE OFACES: BLOCRENGTON, ILLINCT 817190001

FAde-083-L C1-2383
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WeD & WRITER IR

. | UNIVERSAL FIRE CONSULTANTS

CITINMATE
DALLAT ¢ BT WORTH
JACKEOMVRLE
LOE ANGELES
ALk
MITEMELPDLIE
TALLAHARIEE

Q. B0k 10538
JACKSOMVILLE, FL 2047
£904) 247-8006
FAX: [904) 247-R0:01
TOLL PREE: 1-B77-081-FIRE

July 11, 2000

Ms. Corey Alexander
Stata Farm Ineurance Conpany
646 (coea Commerce Padkoay
Ocone, Florids 314761

Re. Tagoed:
Chaan Ne
Dt of Loss: May 24, 2000
VWWLUEC #: 60-J[90

Dear Mi. Alevander

On Jupe iZ, 2000, Ward & Whitemore Universai Fire Corsuliants was retzived by you
o tho purpose of conducting an investigarion to detenmine, if possile, the ocdign, and cause of 2
fire et occurred in a 1998 Ford F150, VIN WFTZX1 765WEE The loss ocourmed on May
. 24, 2000. On hane 14, W00, [ zxamwinexd the vehicle ot RPS Towing io Orlando, Florida, At thas
time tha wvehicls was examined, and documended with photograpls, a recall research was
oomducted, and information was received from you
After 1 axamined the veiticl 1 catled your office, and laft a message pertaining to our
Hndngs, snd recommandations. We raguegied that you pat the marfachrer, ibe @epler, and any
other parties thet may bavs performsd maintensnce to the truck on notice b potemial
subrogation issies. We then sequased that you have the vehicle secured, and coverad to allow
the ather interesied parties, the cpportinity to exarcine the vehicle s it wa.
' This report will fsnmsh you with & synopsis of that pariicdar iovestigation.

BACKGROUNT TNEORMATION
_illhemnmar and operstor of the aforementioned vehicle. The
license tag an the vehrele ig registared in Qmnges County, ﬂmmmmmg{m

Tlmtﬁgmntww-

-‘""I




My, Corey Alexander
Staie Farm Insurance Company
July 1], 2040
Page 2
Re  Insmered:
Chum Mo
Datas of Loas: May 24, 2000
WWLUFC & 00-1199

ANALYSIS

Iheing my prehodnacy exacmation of the vebicle | observed Rre patberns that were
comixtent with the fire originating inside the engine compurimant on the passenger sida. The Fire
thew esateced the passengmr compartment theaugh the openings in ke firewall The Are atso
damaged the windshisld, and the gfasa Briled. When the plass Giled the fire then progressed ineo
the pamenger compartment.

Tire front passenger side tire was meltod, and the fiom passenper wheel well reveated
intense haal, xad fire damase.

ARer I determimed the firo ocigingted inside itbe eugioe compartmont, a cloger
exantination of ther area for potential ignition sources wax milined. | observed hewvy fie
damage on the pimaenger sice nf the engire. There was intense hear on the side of the esgine, znd
the frewal behing the engine.

1 chuxked the eloctrical aystem, 2ud cbserved same areas thar the wiring appesred to be
amed. There was one arca where an eleciicl supply line was pressed against & oetal bracker,
snd the wires wera meltad to it. | also ohssrved the transmission Baid stick procrading out Boen
the wbe. Thera wern other wiree i that mrea of origin tha revested miense heat, and elecirical
Fadeire. .

All of the wirisg, and slectrical components in this areg were very brittle, and sensitive. |
then stopped my examination for fear of doing mare damage ro the wires. It appesred at that fime
that thare maybe some 1ype of subrogaion. | lefi it a5 | found it 10 allow other mteroed parties

tor exzmine the vehicle s it was.




. M. Corey Alexander

State Fame losurgmce Comprmy

Fuly 11, 2000

Page ]

Be:  Lnmured:
Clsim Mo,
Date of Logs: May 74, 2000
WWLEC #: 00-F199

CONCLUSION

Based on the wamintion of the vehicle, and ## of the information received o this lime
we have tesched the following conchusions. This fire origitated inside the eogine compartrucns,
and the cause for the fre appeared 16 be 50me typs of mcchamial Faifure i the electrical system

or lubyicaring sysior.

Further, the sxnct caoee fiw the Bee coubd not be determined, bt we would recommend

that the sfbrementioned pacties ba pit on botice 5o 4 doss examimton of these sysiems can be
conducted This may allow us to make & more scaurme determination Tor the fire causs.

This concudes our imvesfigmion inio this matter at this fime. Should you hawe any
fisrther questians ar diractives, please contact us at {904) 247-3005, or toll Free ut {£77) 361-
3473, o referersca our File Ne. 00-J199.




WEW File No. 00-J199
LacatioaView:

Drate/ Time
By:

Phato MNo.

Comsuents:

INYESTIGATIVE FHOTOS

cn v« [

Several of'a 1998 Fard F150. VIN IFTZX1763W NI locsec &t RPS
wdng m Oriedo, Florida

June 14, 2000

Jack Ward

1-5
Show the axterior of the vehicle looking at alf four sides. The best, and fre

pertams insdicade the fire originated inside the engine compartoent on ihe
pEssenger side.

ALRD & WHIThoRE  BECEves

UNIYERSAL FIRE CONSULTANTS

M.LCI-H“




WLW File No: 00-J199 Cluisy No. - Refer to Previons Phaoto Nea. |

Phota Ne. 2




W&W File No: 00-J199 Chaira e - nafer to Previous Phoio No. 1

Phato No_ 4

S ST ER R A e k. Y.

Photo No. 5

EREG-285-LC1-84TD




INVESTIGATIVE FHOTOS

WRW File No. 00.J199 ctaim No. G

Lecslion/View: Sevevat uf'a 1998 Ford F150, V(N FTZX1 765 W NI vocaied 2t RES
rowing in Oriando, Flokla

Date/Time: June L4, 200G

By: Jack Ward

Fhate No. 6

Cemments: Shows the from passenges side of the vebicle. Note the heat, and fire
patterns gre very intense in this area, and progress from wnakle the engine
commparimert.




INVESTIGATIVE PHOTOS

W&W File No. 00-J439 cum 5 J

Lacation/View: Severs) of a 1994 Ford Fi50, VM IFT2X 765w [ io-aced o Res
towing in Orlaedo, Florida.

Date/Time: June [4_ 2060

By: Tk Ward

Fhwto Mo, 7

Commcets: Shows the winkshicld. The heat, and fire patterns on he lower portion of

thw: windshicld on 1he passcoger side are consisient with the Gre onginatiog
inside the engme compariment an the passenger mde.

¥ K

EROt—Bes-— r1-our2



. ' INVESTIGATIVE PHOTOS

W&W File No. 00-J199 Claim N-J

Lucation/¥iew: Several of 2 1208 Ford F156, VIN IFT2X 1 765W JJbcotee # res
sowang in Orlando. Fanda

Date/Time: June 14, 2000

RBy: Jack Ward

Fhobsx Moo 3-19

Comments; Show the dmerior of the vehcle The heat, and firc damege inside this,

comparitrent ndicate the fre ofiginpted mside the engine compartmest,
and progressed through the openings of tha bulkbead.




. WEW e No: 00-J199 Chaime hn._ Ref¢r ta Previoss Phidia No. §




WEW File No. M0-T19%
Lomtion/View:

DateTime:
By

Phato Na.

Comments: -

INVESTIGATIYE PHOTOS

ceion o |

Several oi'a 1998 Fard F150, VIN 1ETZX) 765 W oates & #s
towing in Ortando, Florida.

Jume N4, 2000

Jack Ward

11-12

Ehow the dashboard area of the vehicle, Note the heat, and fire dasuge is
consistend with e fire coming into the passenger compartiment thraugh the
gpemngs in the firawall from the engine compartment on the passenger
side.

EROS--LC1-B4TS




. WE&W File No: 00-J199 chim Ne. [ Refer 10 Frevieas Photo Ne. 11

Blwto Mo, 12




INVESTICGATIVE PHOTOS

WAW Flie No. 06-1199 asim Ne. ||

Location/View: Several of 1 1998 Ford F150, YIN 1112} 705w NJJ2ted = vps
wwiag in Odando. Flonida.

Draste Tiorie:; Jme §4, 2000

By Jack Ward

Phota Na. 13-13

Comments: Show the angine compartman locking from the font Note the best, and

fire lamage is mare intense on the praseoger side of the vehicle.

ERSS-—DBS-1 C1-0477




Oein %o I etee to Provions Photo No. 13

WEW Flie No: 00-Ji99

Photy No 14

EAOS-808-LC1-B4TH




. WEW File No: 00-J199 csim No. [N Roler (o Previswe Phato Ne. 13

Phota o 13




INVESTIGATIVE FHGTOS

W&W File'No, 00-11%9 cuin 5o T

Location/View: Several of'a 1998 Ford F150, VIN 1FTZX176 W oared 2 wps
toiving in Orlaado, Florida.

Dute Tene June 14, 2000

By: Back Ward

Fhoio No. 16-19

Comments: Show the elecwical supply, and cireyilcy wiring oo the pusseoger skle of

tho eigine compartmem. Note there was some intens heat, and darpape tp
the copper waring that is comaistent with Arcng,




W&W File No: 86-7199 Claim Mo, _ Refer 1o Previens Phato No. 16

Phoro ?*_4‘-:1. L7




. W&W FHe No: 03-J199 cui . [ Refes to Previous Phioto No. 15

Photo No. |8




W&W File Na: 00-J199

oo v SN

Refer to Frevigs Phiglo Ne. 16

Phato Ne i




W&W File No. il-J15%

Locachon/ View:

Deatesf Thwie:
By:

Phate No.

Commenis:

INVESTIGATIVE FIOTOS

cuim xo. S

Several of a 1998 Ford F156. ¥IN iFTZ X! 765w ocared ut Rs
towing in Oriande, Flonda

June 14, 2000

Jack Wand

20-21

Show the transeission fhed cherk stick. Note there wis faid registering
o the stick.




. WEW File No: 09-219¢ cuin No. [ Rofer 1o Previeus Fhata No, 29

fhaia Na 2]
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WEW PFile No, 00-J199

INVESTICATIVE PHOTOS

cuim [

Several oF a 1998 Ford £l 30 VIN FETZX L7065
towing, in Orlando, Florida.

Furve 14, 2000

Jack Ward

2

\V-:cared at RPS

Sbows the oil check stick. Notz it was nill in places, #nid the top had buresd

off.

ERO0-B80%-1.01-5448
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Enimase Photos - i S Puge 1 of
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lEstimate Photo 02 for Claim Number [
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Page 204

IN:1FTDF1?
NL.oxa dake: 1272600
Rt nradorz ALLEN JACKSON

- - o . - i

timate Photo 03 for Claim Number [

dale: 271202000 11:43 28:00 Skze: 101 148

Numberz23M 25350
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Estimate Photo 04 for Claim Numbe JNNENNEEE

Photo date:27/12/2000 11:43:30:00 Ske-9E024
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i DEAPBORN MY 4121

DUt THVESTIGATION INDICATES THAT YU TRoUESH «al RESI0SLRLE
FIR THIS LASE.

SINCE WE HAVE ALREADY HADE o SEYTLEREHT IT- BUR YL Y AL IER
THE CLAIM HAS BEEN ASSIGMED TO U5, COPICDS OF THRE FIsd SGSERS
FILATIME TO THE LSS ARE ENCLOGED.

! ' PLEMSE ACCEPT THIS LETTER AS MOTICE 07 GUR USADEATIIN Tinid
: PLERSE FORMARD YOUR BAYMENT YITH GUA ILifM ~UMSZF 74°

P.d. BGH 77

ALLSTATE FAYHENT PROCESSING CENTER
. DELLAS, TH, TESER-70ET

DIRECY ANy OTHER COARESPONDEMTE TO THED ACDRESS AT T To2
1' ¥ THiIS LEFTERA.

SIWCERELY)

SUHRGGATION L ATIH REF

AISTATE COUNTY PRITUGL, INSLRARCE COWP okl TER:

Il

YOUR FILE WM.
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OUE INSURER = i
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Reporfedly. on day 16 2000 & Im decurad rching 0 1997 Ford E150 X1
Fickup vaiiche, On Moy hé, 3002, Farnde Anaiprly, ING, wa rHalAnd By AL

Hugo Bevvovioet of Alkioks inkrmonce Compony to dpect he vass ond
lenmine huuﬁnﬁquf e i

* Or Wby 17, 2001 a4 Jadfwy Amrma, CH, CFEL ASE, of Forwmlc Anclyeh, I,

impactad ond’ phoddgmphen e B 150 ML Mk iahice of Altkrte
Colllon Cander, Inc., 12451 Vamears Memorsl, Fesston, Tas, )

Sampiin ol engina of ond outomalic 1pﬁnmi;ﬁun Nl vt hakamn, thould an of
onatsh o omied la halp cmamine e P cendiion of 1ha engia

"ordior inammbson. Al mmphe are oaing Mooed of e olices of Fomrelc

Anclyaly, Inc. pending faiher kdlroc Bonk from ddtiobs goconces Comeany.

Thit rasofl @ bolad Upon nfarnallon aovallabla b ys af hs Bms. oad B Rot
necamanly lnal Should addlionnl inlamalion ba presenied or decoverad, we

'rumImrrmlinrﬂimmirﬁmummmmhmmﬂndm

consiudons n Ught ot thol informaiion.
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1. CONCLUSION

Foreraln Ancihysts, Inc, Inspacted ond phorographac free Ford F130 YL Picup
vl '

i COMEAIAN, DN o BUF obeayalione and the fndings or notad In Be mpo,
H & owr aplvion that 1N 1997 Fond 1503 Plokugs vl sngine compostmani
Fre wirtc e reault of kin . Inaskingy from iha fual

* tydom, Tty bhin trur ki Sltiey @l W pogine, 11 urner cur opiaion
thext Fard Makar Comparmfion showld e naid resg-onsbae for ing ke ar fusl Ins
shouid nod (ol [n o Ene-Qeneeciong foik [on.
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TIL DISCUBSION

That sczane of our impacion wos bdﬁmhmm o of ke
ira.

EQRD vIICLE |DETIHC ATION

Trols yshikelm wees Mfarifieed 4 o e, Iwo-tdoar, 1797, Ford B=| 50 XL Mokup vehich,
baoing Teum lcenie piche Nn- o o portial vebicis kamifcalan Mo,
~CPHEN, This veificls ienficatan numbes maltehied e vehlcle idembioadion
o fusnishied fo e o slivhahe kkurance ralnlng {0 the Wured's 197 Far
F- L5 Phoioup: weniche,

LORD YEAICLE WUEPECTION

mhmﬂmﬂhmuw-muh Brn ok wany clilne iy rest
fmerse al ond nmedialely amunging. . (e BN eor comer of ha angine
comearlmant, o speckicolly:

1. Hille burn wos sxpeiiced on e faligals or gl and immecialely
amaunding. e ke barmper of the vehick, H mud be nates,
howarvar, ‘thol Iy bk o beoks ompfum sgng cwembly
sxpanenced dgrificani kum, and poviol cansumpton,

5. Bwvilt Molegh wa oid not cecordber B Inhedar bum of i Yok b
o avaee, N musl be nolsd (hel The bk bad contalvd o plolie
campacuiil iner fal was sy Pumct on (s kiel, fghl, anal bell
sicat Thw hoonng ponion of I e Brar wel pevrarly Infocl, ana

Jarm i, 1H0 Fal My . 2TH

iy

waigicth -
ol bl S TEE IS ISy I e S S el S S e e e e

R o, Y

AT e

R R i i i

atached, ol tha ime of our inepecfion. Tre coenioostibple fight and
IoH skle ekt liree, Fiowarenr, dicl, . COmMUARSTIE Bum
1 Beath T perin of i fgi ard et Inck bed sk, ons Ik ins
nigkan tor gommonkeabed B damage B6 [N e eor Bl
Koty SOl oM amEd:.

M arrhinior winDdw DIk waF shattered o o rssull-af Ihe Te.

Bal reor e el wiasl ceparies wWie UnDUmed, a1 o mesutt of
i Tim,

Tron i sede ooy pansl sxpananced wicespmd burn, oonuming
appmaimtely aighty parcai [BTX] of e ssaror palnked airace.
The bodiom Hinee ho g2 Inchee [3%&", ewavar, of e it Soe door
pan i wo3 ralcfvaly ynbiemed,

Tha nghl sk coew ponel aUo expasdancad wilsspdiead b o
conpwning approdaiely sy parcent ($0% of fhe paikd §
Jurtace. The fghl dow, obviously, wos sonfficanlhy s bumad than B
iha istt sicle docr ponel, [ fact, e font ras 1o besha et [
1541 ok ihm dght side dooe pansl il canioinad Mok, Bnd B i
petinal.

The mghi liord Tancke of INe vahichs wor wimodly, oibunned.
Howaver, |t did-conlaln o reloHwey hice layar of coot. mmmadkabaly
o I rigint of 1hie chomscd wisbicia hood, e il rond fender wo
dgnicanty mors twmad en e dght front ancer, o
cpecamaialy Iy ecanl [S0%| of Ihe ot weos connmed,
primcaly. @ thee naar ol ol the sl ani fandar.
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B Both Aght Kord aria N Eont fie and whesl owamblen wive
reialive unoumscl It st be noled, howavar, ihal the dgh rond
Phowtc whiel Wil Cousr was imtact, cHached ond mioBvely.
unafsched by Inb e The lofl font ploalic whesl wal cover,
howerer. wor seveorsly bumea, ond porioly conssmad, THs,
sibvisudy, b cansishant wilh 2 e hal wos sgnikeonty mone injema
ork Il Wl s of Thas mrigine compantrmant Ihcn an e ight sde.,

9 The imgnd gile, lonl haodiamo daumnblim. ano TON bumete wiire
raalvaly inoifacied by [hi fim.

0. mumwmmmwmmummm'
and oy percent (AR sbviiely Bumed, . I el e B e
o’ and lal rear tewnlefve pescant 23X ol e cloosed
'nmmﬂuﬁwdmuuumhﬂmm
Bnginp compariment e, The ars of grecter contudipilan wos
immacialsly % He lell of canler in e mor portion of the angine
:mwhm.nmﬁdwh:mwmnmm
vahicls hoad. : ) s

b summary of our inspacion of Lha vahicle exterdor. ta Ire cppaoed fo b
lwmn within Ihe 6H ear comer gf ke onpios comperime, o wal ar wihin

I The burd remaing of a Sgriffenn omoun| of peaonal belongingy,

imadicihaly Babing e bench oeaf, which inciioed gothing ond
thoss ’ !

W obaarvad tha swaiely Bunad, ond pimady cormated, Inbador
Py pans, Tha dght o brisdor dacr porsl wad epprodmaltely
WOty pveAnt (ROR| conaumad, whis Ihn el dada Inteiey dooc
ponet Wit neaty completaly Corumed, apain, noicoive of o e
Mol weezs i nkense on M (t doe of e veniche k.

W obiavad this Loveroly Duned vatick dosh. (| musl Ba nole,
horwrwvar, hal tare was a dgnitcani omeount of uncaMwMmed
eomburiinle mutedol Surounding Lye vahicls dosh. Inclsding i
wionhmmmlhnlum!rMuHh-wﬂdndwh.m
Wil Of T ol ion Immssinkaly sbove e shiaing eoluma,

Wa ol obeerved |he savwansly byl visaring column, n kact, The
Shin G ekl wer CONEATYR i I e fir.

Wa objervad i pimardy proleched Ioor Covelng hmusieul e
vihicis rhidar.

ne vanichs iy, concaniming, however, r iha lefl doe of the wehicls,
G irypaclion of i vadSedn e or npnsalsd:

I, Tha ciot Tamains of e banch ceok.

Juay §, 0 © PAI'TH Ma 15M

Il apeeomed fhal & Jigaliconl omount of fiee falidown prelectan the loor
£overing Hraughoul Thee veiiche mtadon, i e consdent wilth & bom that did
n2l ovginche. and cid not (Mismdy 0 ony o BeaciRs A, wilhin ha sncie
bk, el B Mo ormlyienrd it vehha | weould ki clemsliad ae an mosndiany bum.
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“he ahumiiam ak condifoaning irraparalsr core, uncer s ighl I
ol e vahittla doah wed idaDvaly unburrsd, ard ki nfact, af me
tims ol uwh!p.clm: Thars won alio o sgrflennd amownt of
plafic Compote howdng . maldl umoundng i wvapanale
Gore. Thia i Incliches of o B #ial did nol akginobe Wil e
welicie nienor, The faci thail' e batiom porfion of tha pncie
Sompoke Svapamior cos hoing v inkgct, aF wid, b ickoalve

of & fin# Fiat dicd ol ofginat undsr Ihe Aght hrd of the vehicie

g

enhy consdle. of Wil s imnwdiciely nghbodng tha savansly
Bumad teret wabar,

Au pravicusly sintesl. Fees wan o dgnibcant amount of combuiabe
ool e wia naf conaumad, Imruckiely above e reaing
ol The widaipmad bumed mmolns, abces bhe teatg
colunn oe consitiant with o M’ hat ad sol cdginats ol. o
wmaciiafoly sumouncing, the sieedng colum, o ik omn b sy

‘nmmoc, . Additioasly, there wal a dgrfesrd omound o

ungonmATad wiing Wsigtion. al e op of Te et inid of e
veticls doyh, ogain, conguen with o ra ihal did aot aiahate
whin the velicis Inteior, oul. ikaly, sprecd Brough e Bewol
CC 8k holat ko iha lof tkie of I ArwollInfo The vaticle inlesfar,

The cruu ol omalml bum Hhat wae chelvsd wounding e
vishicie closh e (rrimincicrindy 10t Aol ol tha Busmed rennalna of
I mianeing cobaren. In fooh, (s vl o V¢ shopad, asosamad
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patism, imensciotety fo the right of she rieeing cokumn, That went
terwrard e Brewect) oo Po, imemacialsly to I ripht of the
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engine comparmenl. Hough e Fewol occea hols, Enfo the
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pertily CORUITIRG witng remion krudciely ohors the ghl
B ol Hh nihh:'hnu'l.':u

- Tha ypper mdiolor Nie, which wol fualed opprosimalsly e

s (1] Dettw the ok condiflnlng ines. wos mikelyely unbumed,
Hovvlionw, Thans wis u_hqh_lhnt Wi Doniumed in tha vy lop
pavbon ol tha high premue o conciloning hove o inches (7]
oy, Again, it b comiden wih widesomod haot nendicarion
ungier.tne cloges vaihizls hond,
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page:=
rry Police Department

F?‘F, ntry Police Department Page: 1
- Iacident Raport 040352002

Incldent ¥: 02-434-0F
Call #: 02-3992

Cate/Time Regortwei: D4/0172002 2008
: Report Date/Time: 0470172002 2006
Goonrred On: 0470172002 20048
Statug: Incidenk Cpen
Regorting Officer: OFF PETER ZALABOWSEL
Approving Officeyr: SGT JAMES MOCARRON

Signaturs:

TITLI/CHER

LOCATION TYPE: Besldesnrs/HomeSApt. /Condn Zamne: ARER I
7% LEUBA FD
COVENFTRT RT 02d16

-1 INFCRMATION HLY-VEEDDLE FIES o
QOCLURAED: OWs0L172002 004

B VIETINS]

Doa: 09707 /1%66

ETHNICITY: Mot of Hifpdnic Origin
RPLTARNT ETATUL: Rexidens

VISTIN COMNECTED TO OFFENIE NTMERR IS} : 1

falw ol wi el EZG

ri%a 1357 romn P b L ] AT 113011 gidgog_dao

E |
. STATIS DATE: 04/01r2001
ORETL,
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e =TT

O 4-1-2007 at approx. 2006 s, I respoaded ta 75 Leaba R for a report of a motar vehidks o fre.
Upon my arvival, I cbserved the cab and engine compacioent of & vehicks baaring RI comm. reg. 113011 fully

i | cogalfed in flames. The vehicle was parked in the driveway of 75 Leuba and was approx, ien feet away from the

residence. T also nated that thers were several explosions coming from the cab area of the pickup truck as the fire
dept. was extinguishing the hlaze. '

I then located the vehécle's owner and dentified him 2R S s -+ thac
he hurl arrived home spprox. chirty minutes eadficrand had parked the vebicls in bis driveway. He advised that he
went inln the bipuses and that A short time ater be noticed a "glow" coming from the fraat of the hoase. Ho stated
that when be looked outside, he observed that the vehicls was cn fics. He statad that he then dialed 911 and thea
evaruated hig famify from the residence.

I wiviced thiac ne hacint noticed amy problems with the vebicle, other than that the Check Engine
light was activated constantly. He stated that he advised the dealar where ha bouphe the vehicle of the probem,
and that he ivas taken it to the dealer but it has not been fixed. He then provided the insurance information for the
vehicla which was coversd by Geico policy JJJJJJll [ tock severl phiotographs of the vehick and later
downioadad the pictures at HQs. Washington Deputy Fire Chief Wasren advisad thar there was pothing suspicious
aboart the fire, and facthar that the casse agpeared t0 be due to a faulty slsctrical problem.
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SUBROGATION PARTNERS

A OIVISION OF UNIVERSAL RECOVERIES, INC.
INSURANCE SUBROGATION AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES
P.0. Box 657, Farmingville, N 1173
Phone — 866-607-8276 Fax — 631-696° HER AFFAIRS
September 15, 2003 SECTHON

RECEIWED W 3 D%
Ms. Ary O'Neil | 3 WY ppa3
Ford Metar Company T
P. O. Bax 1904
Dearbom, MI 48121

Re: Armowhead General InsuranoeQarendan National Insurance Co. (Clarendon)
Clarendon Insured:
Dalz of Loss:

04701 i

e s

Loss location: Coventry RI ' .

Damages: $9,661.35 (indlusive of $500 daductible) 1 DT 2% 2003
Vehicle: 1997 F-150 Fard Truck VIN 46634 :
Recal Number: 00522-Fudl Line Inspaction i

Dear Ms O'Nedll,

Pease be advised that Subregation Pariners repregents Clarendon with respect to the recovery of the
above-referenced loss.

Oarendon has paid its insured demages arising out of tis occurrence.  Upon issuance of any payment o
their insured or an their behalf, Clarendan receives the right of recovery for all monies expended on the
toss, induding any applicable deductiie.

IS i up trucc caught on fire while the truck was parked in the driveway.  Enclesed for your
review ks a copy of police report detalling the Indident.

Xindly contact me to resalve any disputes, and submit this latter to the llabllity carrer for further claim
handling.

Thank you fior your prampt attentlon and assistance In this matier.
Iy

'

. Marina Cheung
Submgation Pariners
B56-AO7-8276 x 1174
mcheung@subroparners.com

Endosire
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UNITED AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY

BO. BOX 500580 » NORTH MIAMI, FL 33180
TO5-940.7209 » D54-452-5803

SEFTEMBER 17, 2004

FORD MOTOR CO.
CONSUMER AFFAIRS
PO, BOX 6248MD-INE-B
DEARBORN, MI. 48126

FORD WOTON COMPANY
RECRIVED
Re; Char Insured.: _ T SIS T

roier o I SEP 23 2004
Palicy No:

Date of Lozs: 08403/03

Youwr Claim/File No; UNEKNOWN

Company Peyment: $7,335.00 (includes salvage pmnauds of ﬁlﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ]
Insamed’s Deductible: $1,000.080

Dear SIR/MADAM:

Chr abave insured’s vehicle-1997 Foed F-150 XLT 2 Dr. Ext. Cab P/l was
Wﬂmm%mﬁﬁdw a witneas advising his vehicle
was in . The Miami-Dade Fire Departmnent was called apd they finalized their
investigation advising fire originated from the engine compartment. Our licenaed
appraiser states fite was cansed-by-rWite shan. As a resnlt of this loss, we have paid oyr
insured, and gur ingured has paid histher deductible interest, in fhe amounts stated in the
caption of thia letter.

Our investigation establishes that there is 8 recall on this particular randel for elzctrical
problems. Therefore, under our right of subrogetion, we requast reimbursament for both
the conpany payment and deductible smount shown above. 'We did nnt pay our ingured

for his out of pocket cxpense regarding remtaf. Therefore, we ane not seeking
mmhmamﬂﬁrhanfm&dmdmmmdmmm&rmmm

We have diaried our files for (15) fifteen daya. Your prompt attention o this matter will
ba appreciatad.

%~

Subrogation Depactrient
{305) 407299, ext. 2214
Enclosure; Supporting Documents

OC1/1Lf DAYS
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FORT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATIVE REPORT F.D,036

04-01-33
. INCIDENT HO. EXP_NO. MONTH DAY YEAR DAY OF THEWEEK  |ALARM TIME  [DISTRICT
47640 09 10 00 SUNDAY 0025 &
CORRECT ADDHESS | MO DR MAME TYPE AP CORE | BOX MO,
: 3713 p- | NI 23
OCGUPANT NAME: LAST FIRET ML TELEPHONE l ROOH,. OR APT.
Yihiicle - :
OWHER NAME: LAST | FIRAT ML | O OR. | HAME TYPE
fony ST. 7P CODE TELEFHONE
Fort Warth 232-1504
ETRUCTURE VALUE CONTENTS VALLIE STRUCTURE LOGS CONTENTS LOES
ESTIMATED OR
ACTUAL 4,500
INEURED
INBURANCE CCMPANY MAME AGENT
Siaic Farm Mike Davis
TYPE OF SITUATION FOUND ' TYPE OF ACTION TAKEN
|_Vehicle fire | 13 | Yovestioate o3
\F MCAILE PROPERTY: MAKE MODEL SERIAL NO. LECENEE NO. fF ANY)
1995 Ford PU__LFTEX1
IF EAUIPMENT HVOLYED MARE MODEL SERIAL NO, VOLTAGE (IF ANY}
IN IGHITION:
COMPLEX DOING BLUBINERS AS
Vehicle Storage | a8
. FIXED PROPERTY USE . MOSILE PROPEATY TYPE
| 881 | Auferpobile 1 n
STRUGTURE TYPE CONBTRUCTION TYPE COMBTRUCTION METHOD
EXTENT OF FLAME DAMAGE ~ JEXTENT OF SHIOHE DAMAGE EXTENT OF WATEA DAMAGE | EXTENT OF FIRE CONTROL DAMAGE
LEVEL OF ORI AREA OF ORIGIN TERMINATICN STAGE
Grade | i | 83 §Flame. [ 03
EQLAPMENT INVOLVED BN 1GHITIGN . FORM OF HEAT IGHITION
| Undetzrmined | _ | 20
TYPE OF MATERIAL 1GNITED FORM OF MATERIAL 1GHITED GNITION FACTGR
_Undetermined ] - lgo 58
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE MAIRIES | - | FATALTIES WULTIPLE ALARM
OFFICER IN CHARGE (NAME . POSITION. ASSIGHMENT MEMBER MAKING REPORT {IF NFFERENT)
| Parker, Batialion s Clief | 1 TL Crow | s706 |
REMARKS

This incident was a vehicls fire that was investigatad at the above staed address. The area of the fire war in the mgine
compartment on the laf zids of said vehicle. The fire's point ¢f origin is undetermined &t thistims. Evidence indxcates that
an elactrical Hilere occurred causing fine to spread throughout the compatment into the passenger ara. In addition, the
exterior was heavily damaged. This officer notes that another vehicle was also located inside the gamge at the time of this
accidental fire.

SEP 2 9 s § ?,,H-'ﬂqp




FORT WORTH FIRE DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATIVE REPORT

F.0.858

-01-53
[ MCIDENT NO_ EXP, NO, MONTH DAY TEAR DAY OF THE WEEK [ALARMTWE |OiETRICT
7 ol 09 10 00 Y 0015 6
COARECT AODRESE | NO. R HAME TYRE P CODE B NO.
: 3713 Loriwinkle Dy 23
QOCUPANT HAME: LAGT FIRAT ML TELEPHOMNE | ROOM DR APT.
Ychicle
MER NAME: LAST FIAST M, | B DiA. HAME TYPE
CITY ET. LIP CGDE TELEFHONE
L Fort Worth Tx
GTRUCTIIRE VALUE CONTENTA WVALLE STRUCTLURE LOSE LTONTENTS 1083
EETMATED OR
ACTUAL 18,004
INSURED
WNEURAMCE COMPAKY NAME ACENT
MLEE. Davis
TYRE OF S[TUATHON FOUND TYEE OF ACTION TAKEN
Vahicle fire i3 | 03 |
iF MDEI_LE PRAOPERTY: MAKE MODEL SERIAL MO, LICEMEE NCO. iTF ANY)
1 Mazda 4
IF EQUIPMENT INWOLVED MAKE ' MODEL - ZERIAL NO, VOLTAGE (IF ANY}
IN IGMITICN;
CONPLEX DOING BUSINESS AS
Vehicle Storage { B8
FIXED PROPERTY UEE MOBWE PHOPERTY TYPE
| 281 | Automobile T\
ETRUCTURE TYPE CONATRUCSTION TYPE COMNETRUCTION METHOO
EXTENT OF FLAME DAMAGE EXTENT OF BMIHEE DAMAGE EXTENT OF WATER DAMAGE EXTENT OF FIRE COH TROL. DANMAGE
LEYEL QP ORIGIN AREA OF ORIGIN TERMINATION ATAGE
L Grade i erlor Surface | o3 |
EQHFH!HT INVOLYED N KBHITION FORM OF HEAT IGHITICHN )
 Nope 1 o8 i | a1
TYPE OF MATERIAL IGNITES , FORM OF MATEREAL IGNITED HSMITION FACTOR
| Maultinle 97 | Maltiole - _l97 | %3 | 65 |
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE INUREE | FATAUTIES MULTIPLE ALARK
OFFICEN IN CTHARGE [MAME. POSITION. ASENGNMENT] MEMBEA MAKING REPORT NIF NFFERENTY
_Parker, Batialion 6 Chicf 5 T.L Crow [ 5705
REMARHKE: :

This ncideat wes an exporure fice involving the above stated vehicle at the address stated above. The area of the fir:
involved the sntire vebicle. Evidence indicates that fice spresd from the original car fire throughout the garage over tg this
vebicls, causing heavy fre, heoat, and smoke danage to both the mtecior and extenior, rssulting in a total loss.
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INVESTIGATIVE CONSULTANTS, INC.

CAUSE & ORIGIN REPORT
CraM #: NN
IA
RRANT vrzgy
) 0cT 4
. PREPAEYD FOR: ? 20m
STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANY ™™~ ~w,, ;

REQUESTOR: BRAD GRIFFITH

PREPARED BY:

DAVID J. BRISTOW
FIRE INVESTIGATOR

All information contatned within this report s privileged and confidential. Reports are furnished
to our clients only, and release of any and all information comtained within them is the sole
responsibilicy of che clicat,

. 2205 W. Division St. » #G-3 + Addington, Texas 76012
Metro 817-489-1845 « Local 817-499-0922 » Fax 817-460-4877
EABS-ape-LC1-0m83




CONFIDENTIAL

INVESTIGATIVE CONSULTANTS, INC.
2205 W. DIVISION, SUITE #G-3
ARLINGTON, TEZAS 76012
METRO (817) 463-1848 LOCAL {817) 4590522

NAME: I TYrE OF INVESTIGATION:

CLAIM #: CAUSE & ORIGIN

ICT &. ACCOUNT #: 292

DATE OF LOSS: 9/10/00 REPORT DATED: 10/5/00

LOS ; REQUESTOR: BRAD GRIFFITH

. PHONE #: (817) 735-3738
PORT WORTH, TEXASTHIGE

HEQIIEST: The investigation wea suthorized on 9711700, by Mr. Brad Griffith, 2
claima representative with Stste Farm Inourmce Company. The purpose of this
ioveatigation waa to determine the canse and origin of a fire that occurred on 9410700,
located af ot Worth, Texss.

ENCLOSURES:

1. Recall information from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

2, Copies of Forth Worth Firc Dept. Investigstion Reports

3. Photograph Decumentation

PERSONS CONTACTED:

I. Christopher Miller - Insured

INSURED PROPERTY: The insured property consisted of the building end conterts
‘of a single story family residence. The building waa of ordinary wood construction,
covered with brick veneer siding and wws resting on a concrete slab foundation.

The building was sopplisd with electrical power at the tdme the fire occurred.  Climate

control @ the residence was provided by electrically operaned central beatlng and air
conditioning unitsa. The serucmre appearsd to be in good condition at the time of the fire.

The structure was located in 8 residentinl neighborhood of similer type value structres
and waa protected by the Fort Worth Fire Department.
Alsn located within the residencs were two vehiclea, ons being a 1993 Fond F150 pickup

truck and the other was 5 1998 Mazda 626. The Ford pickup teportedly was in the area
where the first fire oma discoversd and ic was consldersd o be the arca of onigin.

EApO-208-LC1-85E2
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FIRE SCENE EXAMINATION: The firc scene examination commenced on 3/13/00
at approximately 10:00 am. Pholographa of the residence and the vehicles were made,
however, a ficld diagram was no¢ prepared, at the direction of the State Farm

e

Although the fire scene had been altered by the fire depariment, sa well aa other
personnel during their salvage and overhaul operations, I did not conatder their actions
to be adverse relative to roy crusc and origin determination. MNear all of the conteats,
a3 well an the vehicles, hoxd been removed from the gavags sreg where the firs had

inittsed grios to my invortigat
The property anrmmding the strocture was cxmmined, fladisg ao evidenca of firs damage
beyond the immedmte perimeter of the stractore, During the exterior sxaminaticn no
evidence “was discovered to indicate any type of low ovder explosion or abnormal
pressure boildups bad occarred prior to or during the fire.

. An exterior examination of the residence was condurted in an effort to ideatify all areas
of fire involvement within the confines of the building, pomibie points of forced eatry
to the steachare, aa well as fire vemiladon patterna through the exterior walls and/for roof.
During thia preliminary exterior examination heat and soot patterns wese noted axtending
from the soffit area shove the garage door. The majority of haat and smoke was
confined to the southwwest portion of the garage ares. It should be noted that the metal
doors and its assoclated framing compenents arouad the doors had been removed pricr
to the fire scene examination. The doors within the garage area were examined, finding
the greatest amount of hest siressing wus within the arca where the 1995 Ford piclkoap
wos parked. During the remaindar of the exterior examination oo other aress of major

fire imvolvement was moted.

An inspection of the interior living quarters revenled only minor heat and soot damage
in the haflvay leading into the den area. As shown in photogmphs #5 and #6, in the
areas within the den, kitchen and dining areas, soot accummulations were noted- along the
upper portions of the ceiling. However, there was no evidence of direct flame
impingemont intoy this region. As sharwm in photogeaph #7, the extryway into the gampe
from the hallway of the den revealed some soot staining on the sheat rock pertition wall
directly above the door. The lnbericr side of the garnge door was alse heavily charred.
The burn paiterns and combustion affects noted during the interlor examiration of the
structure reveelad thet the fire wos confined within the somthrwest postion of the structure
which consists of the garage area.
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An exantmation of the garage area revealed the majority of the contents had been
removed with the exception of zome wooden products and some charred candbeard
boxes. There were other small items of contents within the garape, however, this was
not inventoried.

An examinatdon of the bum pateras within the garage area revesled heavy soot
avcumulations and somo beat detericration on the celling sheetrock. Within areas in the
weal partion of te garage the sheetrock had cither coltapsed ar had been pullsd down
by the fire department during their fire suppression activities. Heavy soot accamulations
were aoted extending to the mid pohst of the unfinished shestrock wall and it appeared
that the greatest amount of beat detectoration waa within the northwest portion of (he wall

partitton {refer to photograph #9).

The burn patierns indicated that the fire had originated within the west portion of the
garage where the 1993 Ford plclup was located. However, as the fire had extended
from the vehicle, flames had entered indo the attic cavity through die pull down stalrcase,
a3 sbown in photograph C¥10. As flames eniered bmo the attde cavity reglon, podtions
of the ceiling joises, roof tusses and other wooden framing members in the arza of the
pull down staircase. An examminasion of the visible branch circuit wiring within this area
revealed soene of the inwlation was melsed, however, there was no cvidence of elecirical
faults and there were 0o lodications that the Are had orlginated within the attle cavicy
region. Burn paiterns cleady iodicated that five had migraced from the Ford pickup into
the altic cavity.

An cxamination of the gerage for any poasible ignition sources was conducted, The
examipation of the clectrical circuiry within the gamge wes conducted, finding the
structore’s pansl tmegker box wan located on the poctirwest cxierior wall of the garage.
An txamination of the breakers revealed that they were all in the OFF position at the
{ime of the fire ecend examination. [t was apparent that a person or pethaps the flre
department bad anned the breakeys 1o the OFF position.  Acconding to the invared, at
the discovery of the firc, elecurical power was still supplicd to the siructure and there was
oo interyuption of power untl kaer in the progression of this jncident,

mmh&mwﬂmmufﬂemhlhﬂdumdmhﬂuﬂmmmmmm
at or newr where the power strip was located.  Accordiog to the insured, a baoecy
charger waa plugged into the power sorlp and was latar found in the defwls oo the
exterior of the residence. An expmination of the remaing of the battery charger, as
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shawn In photographa #24 and #27, revealed that it was slightly melted, however, there
was 0o indications of any internal heating of the batteries ar the electrical components.
The power cord to the baiteries was fire damaged but no elsctrical faulo were noted on
the battery. It shoold be noied that after the discovery of the Sre, the inmred was

standing near the area where the battery chorger wa2 plugged in and there was no
evidence of viaihle fire.

Tha duplex receptacle where the pawer strip was plogged indo was examined, finding it
o be extaroally damaged, however, thepe wers no indications of electrica] faulting of the
wiring ta the receptacle, A visual examination of the receptacle revealed that it was in
relatively good condition and no arcing in the inteynal componenis of the recepincis was
noted. As shown in photograph #19, the two components (the power cord 10 the
receptacle and the remaing of the stab blades for the bawery charger) wag examined,
finding oo evidence of mternal hesting or electrical arcing.

During the course of the examination other elscirical components in the garage were
exarnimed zoch 2o the slecteical door opener. Aa shown in photograph #20, the electrical
door opencr had sffered some exterior heat damage however, thers was to evidence
of electrical faulting that could be artribated to indtlating (he fire. It is significant o nods
that at the discovery of the fire, the incured was shle to activats the garage door opensr
and it opested property.

The ceniral beating and air conditioming unit, which 15 located in the northeast portion
of the garage, was murface damaged, bot tesec was oo indicaton of internal fanlting of
the wiring within the central hesting and air condificming onit. Alto noted during the
properly after the dizcovery of the firs, He did stale that as be heard the umit come oa,
shortly after he began to amell spwike emitting from the vents within the strectune,

The water heater, which is clectrically opemted, is located in the northwest portion of
the garage, was examined, finding the painted nnfices of the water hester was fire
hester itseif. The power conds to the water heater, a5 shown in photograph #22, was fire
damaged and the ingniation was partislly covsumed in a small area near the connection
of the water hestsr. An exsminstion of the power cord for evidence of electrical famlts
was conducted and none were found, The dumage to the water heater was a result of

debria that had besn removed from the garage and had been placed o e southwest
portion of the garage was examimed. The debrly conmisted of metal storage cabinets and

M.Lﬂi-ﬂu




NAME: PAGE#H: 3
CLAIM #

CONFIDENTIAL

an assoctment of garden supplies and other contents. According to the insured, at the
discovery of the fire the conlents of the metal sand, as well as any appliances positioned
on the stand, were not iovolved in the fire. Scveral extenaion cords and other electrical
appliances were ooted in the debris and were exarmmined, finding aone were energired at
the time of the fire. Apparently, in the progression of the fire, the meial stand was heat
stressed to the point thet it coflapscd ad had fallen agaimst the vehicle. During the
examination of the conteots no cvidence of clectrical fmlting were nolcd in the clectrical
apphm:ndﬁmmmhﬂhﬂuuﬂmﬁeﬂmhdoﬂmudwﬂmﬂnw
srea in the northwest partion of the gammge.

An previously atated, two wvehicles were padeed in the garage at the time the five
occurred. Ope being 2 1995 Ford F13) pickup which was poziti the west portion
of the garage. icke why bearing Texas licepss ihe VIN was
1FTEXL5 The other vehicle being a 1998 Maxda 626 bearing Texas
i the VIN was 1YVGFZZCZV The burn paiterns noted
during the initial axamingtion of the vehicles revealed the ares of mwst fire demage had
ocorred within the 1995 Ford pickap. The born patterns on the Mazda vehicle were
external fire damags and waa the rerult of flames extending from the Ford picknp.

An examination of the born patterny within the Ford plekup revealed the majority of the
paintad surfaces in the forward portion of the vehicle wan conmumed. Flames had also
exiznded o the roof iine of the vehicle, connming .the paint and melting (he plastic
molding, as well as some of the chrome components. During the initial examination of
the vehicle it was noted that the hood shell wes missing and was discovered in the fire
debriz, Ths burn pattems indicated a greater amount of heat stregxing ou, the lefe side
of the bood. Flomes had also axtended slong the right side of the vehicle, consuming
8 large portion of the paint along the area townrd the bed of the vehicle. Howewer, the
mmmﬁmmm&mpmﬁnmhﬂﬂmmﬁngfmmﬂm
engine compartmeent. The lights, lensey and chrome components of the vehicle were
more heavily damaged in the front portion of the vehicle. The rear taillight assemblies,
as shown {n photograph #32, ware in relatively good condition, with the exception of
light =oot ccurmutations.

The tires and wheele were examined, finding the rwo front tives were fire damaged and
defisted. The twa rear tires were still inflaved and only minor fire demage was noted.
the window glass was ingpected, finding sll of the glass was hest fracturcd and had
collapaed from the frames.

An examination of the undercarrisge of the vehicle revesled no major areas of heat

stremsing with the sxception of the left front portion of the suspersion. The muin Frame
of the vehicle was in relatively good condition aod 10 evidence that the fire had

BAS-Qen-LC1-3886
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originated within the undercarriage of the velicle. The damage noted in the left front
arca waus 4 remlt of the combustion and coflapse of the combustible matarialy i the
cngine compartment.
An examination of the paesenger compariment revealed o large portion of the uphalstery
was fire damaged, along with heavy charring to the foan padding. The bum patierns
within the upholstery of the vehicle indiceted thmt flames had extended from the togine
into the passenger compartmeat. Ths grestest amount of fire demage was
poted within the instrument panel ares, where flamea had extended through the fire wall
and consumed a largs portion of the plastic snd vinyl components of the inftroment
panal, Tha right side of the mstrument panel, as shown in phatograph #39, was meired
and collapsed within the finorboard prea. An examinardon of the wiring harness within
the inmrument panal area was conductsd, finding the conductars were fire damaged and
some of the insulation was consumed. However, an examimatinn of the conductnrs did
not reveal any svidence of electrical fault conditions. The ignition system attached to the
giearing column arez was aigo sxamaned, finding i to be extermally fire damaged,
however, there were no ndications that the fire had initsted around the ignition system
(refer to photograph #40). Whils examining the instroment pane! area the fuse box was
examined, finding 3 fises io be BLOWN. As depicted in photograph #41, a 25 amp, a
10 amp and & 15 amp fuse were BLOWN. The identification plate foc the fuszes was not
ideatifiable, therefore, no determinetion could be made 2 to what thees fages protectad .

An inspaction of the gther electrical componentz in the instrument pane] area revealed
the sbereo Fystem was exteymally fire demaged, however, there were no indications of an
lntesmal failure within the radio. The debrls within the floorboard was also removed,
finding no evidence of concentrated fite damage within the fower portions of the
passenger compartment. The damage noted within the floorboard was & result of the
moften barning plastic from the instrument panel collapaing to the floor area.

An examination of the engine compariment revealed heavy fire damage throughowt which
had consumed mear all of the belts, hoses and plastic reeervoim, The burn patterns
indicated thar the fire bad originated within the left side of the engine compartment znd
flames had migrated across the upper portioas of the engine. As a rosalt of this flame
extension, same meling to the light atloy metal products in the sngine had occurred.
Portions of the alumisom tobing for the air conditioning syetem was either fire damaged
or totally mejted, A large ares of the radiator and air conditioning condensing coils was
2l melted on the left side of the vehicls,

An examination of the engine companment began with in inspection of the electrical
circuiiry, incinding the battery. The battery, a8 shown in pholograph #4435, was severely

FRES-A00-_C1-BEET
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fire damaged and the caving waz melted to & point that it exposed =ome of the interior
platzs. The hattery posts were slso melted, which had allowed the baitery cable clamps
to be partially dizplaced from e battery, An inspection of the battery cables revealed
o=t of the inslation was contimed, bowever, no faults were noted on cither the
positive or negative cablea, A soletnid mownded oF the right front feader well, which
receives it"s power divectly from the battery, was examined, finding that the Bake-Lite
castng was ceverely heat stressed, however, a major portion still remsained arached to
the soleneid. An examination of the conductora attachad o the soleaoid did not exhibit
any evidencs of electrical faulfing or Internal heating.

The alternator wis examined, finding the casing to be externally firs damaged and the
plastic portions of the coonections to the altaroator were malted. The debii was
removed around the comnections, finding no evidsnce of electrical faulting in the
connections or within the windings of the altermator.

The wicing harness routad along che froar portion of the engine compartment o the Loft
Eide of the vohicle was noted to be void of insolation and some of the conductnes were
broken im twa as 2 reslt of external heafing. The conductore wers geparated ag shown
in photograph #50, finding no avidoncs of internal heating in this particuler section of
wiring. The remainder of the wiring harness in the laft sids of the sngine companment
wuz examined, finding most to be void of mmistion wnd was anoealed and some of the
conductoce had broken in two. It appeared that the prestest amount of heat stressing to
the wiring harnese wag in the left side.

The power distrition censer, which iz aleo positioned in this area, was severely fire
damaged and had consumed moat of ihe fuses and the plastic covers for relays in the
power distribution center. The whring to and exiting from the power dietribution center
wag examinad, finding the conductors were void of nsnlation and were heat stressed.
During the separation and examination of the main wiring harness on the left side of the
engine compartrent, evidesce of electrical fanlt conditinns were noted in the mid section
af the wirlng buncdie. - As ghown in photographs #56 and #57, the varions concuctors kad
elecirically faulted and some had fiused sogether. The fmlt conditions noted on the
conductors coeresparxied with the hrn patterna in the sngine compartment and indicated
that thiz was the ares of the fire's grigin. Afier the wiring hernean wan partially
geparated and the fault conditions were pbotographed, the faubed area of the wiring
harmess was covered and taped for preservation of the evidence. While examiing other
pottions of the wiring harnegs in the jeft side of the engine compartment, some smaller
gauge cirenits routed from the left side of the engine compartment toward the engine was
afao found to be mnealed and some of the stranded wire condactom ware hroken, As
shown in photogreph #54, sams of these smaller gnogs conduciors did have some maltsn
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aluminwm adhering to the copductors and the damage in melting to the conductors may
he the remiir af svtectic owlting.

During the course of the examination of the sagine compartment the fuel system was
examined, Grding that the air filler syatem was fomlly consumed from the throttle bady.
A smzll portinn of the throttle body had melted 8z a result of the fire. The rubber
sections of the furcl linew, 33 well a2 some of the vacuum hoses, were also consumed in
the fire. The fuel rail and injectors were cxamined, finding no evidence of fuel keaks or

After examining the vehicle, the burn patterns indicat=d that the fire bad originated
within the lefk side of the vehicle at or near where the electrical faults in the winiog
harness was discovered.

The 1998 Marzda which was parked on the east gide of the garage was alsn examined,
findinpg & large porton of the paintsd sarfaces on the 1eft wide of the vehicle were
consarexl.  ‘The window glass in the vehicle was also more heavily damaged oo the left
side and the bum parerns indicared that the flames had extended from the Ford pickup.
This was slso confirmed by (he insured that the Mazda waa not Involved at the discovery
of the fire.

The iserior of the vehicle was examined finding the demape was a result of cxternal
flame impingerent from the vehicle, The upholstery and ofber components were fire
dammaged, bowever, most of this damage occorred as the beadlines was ignited and then
collapsed to the seating area. There were oo indicationg during the examination of the
Mazda to indicate that the fire hind originated within chis area.

the inveatigaton interviews were conducted wit i o< insweed.
stueed that be had parked the Ford picknp in the gamage at approximately

10:30 p.m. prior to the fire. He stated that shortly sfter 12:00 midnight be began to
smell smoke shortly after he had heard the air conditioning sy=tem activate. He stated
that he: went to the garage and as be endered the garsge he noticed smoke emitting from
the left side of the engine conpariment of the 1995 Ford pickup. He stated that he
sctivated the clecirk door opener of the garsge o sllow the =moke to emit from the
gamge. He stated that the fire department was summoned and during the course of
discovery of the fire he tried o extinguish the fire by applying water withio the vehicle.
He stated that a neighbar across the street also came with 2 fire extinguisher and they
tried to extingnich the fire by usimg the fire extinguisher, bowever, it was (0 oo avail.
e stated that he did not apen the hood n4d evenmally the smoke was so intense that they
had to leave the garage arca R ated that he was certain that the fire weas only
confined to the pickp due to the fact that he was able to get close enough 1o put water

Mﬁ-ﬂﬂ
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on the vehicle ard wse a fire extinguisher. He also stated that there was oo other items
within the garage avea that was involved at the discovery of the fire. NN stai-d
that whea e wea made awnre of the fire that the clectricity in the residence was still
operative. He and hiy wife were watching television at the time of the fire and noticed
no problems. He also stated that the electrical circnitry within the garage alsa appeared
to be operating propesdy during the initlal stages of the fire, He did state that the garage
door operated properly when b activated the switch,

Puring, i I inquired as bo any previous problems with the
viehicle that when lart driving the vehicle he had
mmmmmmwmhmmmw
statad that he had heen out in the garage spproximalely an hour to 45 minutes prior to
discovering the fire. He stated that a? that time he had noticed nothing unosual in the
vehicle, He stated that a= for ps maintenance on the vehicle, the last thing that he conld
remember was having the ol W00 and had brake work conducted in
April, 2000. Other than these oot recall any other maintenance.

CONCLUSION: In conclssion it is my opinion thas this fire originated within the
southwest portion of the garags areq, whare the 1995 Ford picknp was parked.
Furtharmore, it i my opinion that the fire originated within the lef side of the angine
compariment of the Ford pickup. As noted in the report text, during the xamination of
the eqgine compartment, electrical faplt conditions were noted in the wiring hamesa
positioned in the left sida of the engine compartment. As these electrical fsults occurred,
hwmgmhﬂun:ﬂn&umhmmmhmmm
ignited. Dua to the fact that seversd circoits had electrically faulted, no specific clrcuit
conld he identifisd 2a the circuit that had mitinled the Gre. During the covrse of the
examination no other igwition sources were discoversd.

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY:

David J. Bristow, CPEI
Fire Investigator

DIB/1a
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PHOTO #1: Shows an exterior view of the front of the strochure. Note that the struchire is
facing a southerly direction.

. PHOTO ¥2: Showe an exterior view of the soutfroest portion of the structure.

ERBS-905-LC1-8571
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PHOTO #3: Shows an exierior view af the southeast portion of the structure.

PHOT( M: Show a view of the froot entrence.  Note the entryway to the garage is to the left
of the fover.
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PHOTO #5: Shows 4 view of the den taken from the front entryway. Note there is only minor
s$naot accumnlations on the upper portions of the ¢ellings.

PHOTO #6: Shows a view of the kitchen and dining areas taken from the den.  Note there is
oo dlgnificant fire damage with the exception of a light coating of soot.
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FHOTO #7: Shows an appasing view of the front entryway taken from the den. Note the
charred door is the entryway to the garage,

PHOTO #8: Shows & view of the southiwest portion of the garage taken from the entryway
froen the foyer.
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PHOTO #9: Shows a view of the northoest portion of the garage. Note the preatest amount
of heat deterloration to the celling sheet rock was in this area. Note the Ford pick up was
parked henesth the severely heat stressed sheet rock.

PHOTO #10: Shows a view of the northeaat portion of the garage and the estryway to the
hallway.

EARE-P2Y-LC1-B579
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FHOTO #11: Shows a view of the southeast portion of the garage. Note the damage to the
ceifing and the wall partitions = not as severe. Node this is the ares whers the Mazda vehicle

was positioned.

PHOTO #12: Showz a view of the poll down stairemy located in the north portiom of the
garage. Note flames had conmumad the plywood covering of the staircse and entered the attic

cavity.
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PHOTO #13: Shows a view of the aftic cavity above the pul! down stairway. Note some of
the ceiling joists and roof trusses in the arca were charred as & result of the flame extension.
Nate thers were 0o indications that the fre had criginated in the attic area.

FHOTO #14: Shows 3 view of the panel breaker box which is located on the portheast garage
will. Note all of the brodkers were tarned in the OFF position ot the time of the investigation.

EROS-208 - 012983
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FHOTO #15: Shows a view of the power cord to B power atrip plugged into a receptacle on
the north wall of the garage.

PHOTO ¥16: Shows a close up view of the duplex receptacle and power cable to the power
strip an tha north wall of the garage. Note there wnd no electrical faulting in the power cord
or the power strip.
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FHOTOQ #17: Shows a view of the duplex receptacle where the power sirip was plugged inta.
Note the insulation on the wiring was in good condition and there was no cvidence of electrical

faulting in the recoplack.

PHOTO #18: Shows a view of the eoaine of the power attip where the battery charger had
recelved it's power. Note the outer casing was slightly meited but there was 1o evidence of

electrical faulting.
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FHOTO #19: Shows a view of the stab blades for the power atrip and the baiery charger.
Note nelther had evidence of internal heating or electrical arcing.

FHOTO #30: Shows a view of the garage doar opencer taken from the sowhrwest portion of the
garage. Note there was no elsctrical foult conditions that could be athributed to initisting the
fire. Note also that it was opemational sfter the fire was discovered.
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PHOTO #11: Shows a view of the HVAC system which is Jocated in the northeast portion of
the garage. Note the exterior was fire damaged but there was no significant interior damage.

PHOTO #22: Shows a view of the electric water heater. Note the power cable was slighrly
damaged bul there were no electrical fauits noted in the conductora.
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PHOTO #2): Shows a view of a portion of the contents that had been removed from the
parags. Nowe an examination of the debris revedaled no evidence of any electrical appliances that
had failed.

PHOTO #24: Shows an opposing view of some of the copients removed from the garage.
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PHOTO #28: Shows a view of some extension cords that were pasitioned on 2 metal storage
tray. Note they were not energized at the time of the fire.

PHOTO #26: Shows 2 view of the remains of 3 battery charger that was positoned along the
north alde of the wall. Note the plastic storage cheet was mehed &3 a result of cxternal flame

impingement.
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FHOTO #27: Shows a close up view of the battery charger. Note some of the batizries were
removed and there was no evidencs of internal failure in the battery charger. Note the power
copd was void of inmlation but no electrical faults weye noted.

PHOTO #28: Shows a view of the left front portion of the vehicle prior to the examination.
Nota this is the 1995 Ford pickup.
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PHOTO #£29: Showa a view of the VIN plate on the 199% Ford pick ap.

FHOTO #30: Shows a view of the left rear porton of the vehicle.
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