


HICKMAN, GOIA & SPRAGINS
ATTORMEY3 AT TAH
2026 S0UTH COMMEECH, 8UITE 1
POST CFFICE DRAWER 343
GRENADA, MISSISSIFFI 383401
502-226-8003
FAX 661-236-3355

Hovember 7, 2002

Foxd Motor Company
Parklans Towers WeeEL
Sulte 300

3 Farklars Boulevard
Dmarborn MI 4E126

Dear Jir:

Qur firm bas been retained by Missiseippi Parm Bur

‘Re: Fire loge of June 04, 2002; Policy #
VIN: 1F‘I'EKIELEVN-

eau Insurance

Campany to pursus reimburssment of expences which it paid on behalf

of one of
2002,
Ingurahce

tg insureds due to a fire which occurred on June 94,
he ingured of Hlaslsaippi Farm Bureau
k 4

t
any parked at Davia Parms on_Littom d, near
g ilARippd, eft th rk, when a woman in

a nearby housa heard noimes coming from the Eiflick and paw smoke
coming from the wvehlicle. The driver of the truck mnd another
woricer wera contacted and extinguished the flame with savaral fire
axtinquishers and a portable water tank ueed on the Ezrm. The
vehicle is a 1997 F-150 XLT 4-%Wheel Drive built in January 19%7.

Missisaippl Farm Bursau Tosuranca Cowpany's investigaticns indicate
that you, your agemts or asaigne were the cause of thls aceldent.
Their claims flle indicatas that you are not golng to make

voluntary payment toward thia dabt. Migeissippi

Farm Burmau

Inguranta Company incurred expenges in the smount of §10,001.25.

Tha purpose of my letter is to determine if you ptill maintain an
umwililngness to reiwburse Mississippi PFarm Bureau Insurance
Company for thie expense. If we do not hear from you within the
next ten {10) daye, we will be 1laft with no alternative other than
to pursue this matter by way of Eiling a Complaint agminat you.



If you would like to discuss this matter, please feal fres to call
me at the above pumbar. We look forward bo hearing frem you.

Sinceraly youra,

HICEMAN, GOZA & SPRACTNS

Hillng 2 bl

Legal Assigtant
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IN THE COUNTY COURT OF BOLIVAR COUNTY, HMISSISSTIPPI
SECOND JUDTCTAL DISTRILT

PLAINTIFF
V3. CAUSE WO. - {3'.235'53.2'5{/

FORD MOTOR COMPANY JEFENDANT
| COMELAINT

cowss vow,  ptaincice, [
u‘;'.'mnpany, by and through their undersigned counsel., and for their
Complaint against Ford Mobtor Company, defendant, would state as
follows, to-wit:

EARTIES
L.

e plaincife, NG -
a4 corporation organized and existing pursuant bo the laws of the
State aof Miszigsippi, but auvthorized ke do and doing business in
the State of Missiessippi.

IT.

The defandant, Ford Motor Company is a corporation conduceing
buginess in the Stata of Miseiprippi. and iz located at 300
Parklane Towere West, Dearborn, Miszissippi, and may be served with
process at thio addreas.

JURISDICTION
IiT.
This court has sSubject matter jurisdiction owver this

controversy pursuant to Miss. Code Anp. 59-7-81 (1372 as amended).



IV,

Yenue is proper in this jurisdiction pursuant to Hiss. Code
Aon. §11-11-3 as this is where the defendant, Ford Motor Compans
may be Eound.

FaCTS
V. -

On or about June 04, 2002, a vehicle cumed h_was
parked and uncccupied on Litton Read in Boliver County,
Migsizeippi, when smoke and fire bagan coming through the hood of
the vehicle on the driver aide causing fire demage to the vehicle. .

VI,

Ford Motor Company's negligence was the sole proximace cause
of the accident., wherein the vehicle owned hy_and
insured by Missisaippi Farm BEureau Insurance Company auffered
property damage in the amount of Nine Thousand, Five Huodred One
And 25/100ths Dollars [$9,501,.25).

VIiT,

Az a result of che npegligence pf Ford Motor Company. Bruce
Fullen scught payment of the property damages incurred arigsing out
of the accident from the defendant, Ford Motor Company. However,
tha defendant refused to cogparate and therofore the damoger

incurred by || v2r= oot paida.

VIIT.

_then stught payment of the property damage=

pursusnt to the coverage provided under the automobile inaurance

policy aecured with Missizsippli Farm Eureau'TFiEEBn -

2
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. - : . on behalf of and o
itz insuraed, _ property  damages cotaling MNine

Thousand, Five Hundred One and 25/100ths Dollars {%9.501.25}.
IX.

abowve deacribad damages now seeke reimbursenent Lxom cthe defendant,
Ford Motor Company , pursuant to their right of
indemnification/subrogation in the amount of Wine Thousand, Five
Hundred One &nd 25/100ths Dollara {%5,501.25).

WHEREFORE, PBREMISES CONSIDERED, plaintiff prays that a
judgment be rendered in their fsavor, and that they be awarded
damagez in the amount of Nine Thousand, Five Hundred One And
25/100chs Dollars (59.501.25), plus pre- and post-judgment interesk
at thea highest rate allowablie by Law and set by thig court and Eor

. all other proper relief to which they may be entitled,
Rezpectfully submitbed,

MTSSISSTPPT FAGH BUREATL
INSURANCE COMPANY

HICEMRN, GO¥XA & SPRAGING
Attorneys at Law

F. O. Drawar 943
Granada, M5 33902

BY:

GOODLOE T. LEWIS
Mizsisslppi Par No, 9889
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CHARLIE MILLER

P.O.Bx®
Merigold, M5 387530099
(662) 748-2328
(662) 748-2527 (Frx)

Fune 18, 2002 .' Page 1 of 2

Dioor Mr. Welkch:

The ollowing reposi is based on infrmation obtained during iy Inspectaoa of the
subject vehicle and interview with the owner on Juie F1, 2002, The vehicle vwas looated
at Davis Farms on Litton Rosd noar Skene, MS. Tha wehicls bnd nat been mowed since
the fire which had bappened o week earfier. The ownar of the truck stated ha had driven
tha truck to work on the moming of the fire sriving t the fart headquarters st-
approximstely 530 A M. Theo track was Isft unsiiendad unitl approximately 1:30 P
when a lndy in 3 nearby homse heand moisos coming from the trock and sew smake

worker, attempted to extinguish the firs with several fire extinguichers, After the fire
extinguithers were exhasisted the five was extinguished with 2 large portable water tank
used ko fil chemical tacks on the fiwm tractors. The ovner of the trock stated that when
he: first srvived at e scenn of the fire, he gav fiames coming toough the hood of the.
truck on the driver's side. I was told by the driver tint be hadf 80 recent problems with
the tmek aod ewrything cperatad propecly on the truck with the exception of the: cruise
control that had stopped wocking ssveral weeks carlior

mmmhhnmr-mjﬁ.n-mmﬁmmmlm. Bum
paitamg on the vehicle clearly show the fire started on the lefi side of the cagine

. compertment. The hood s melied on the left and resr portion with the right sihe and the

front portion rensining: {See Photos Roll 1, Frames 4 sad 5.) The Joft frou tire was
partially msited by the fire (See Fhotos Rall 1, Frames 7 end ) mﬂ:tkhﬂmlu

well ms all other tires were undamaged. (See Photos Roll 1, Frames 1,2 and 3.) Tho

greatest heat damnage in the engine compertment was in a8 area ol the leit gide near the
Hrake Boogster and Master Cyfinder. (See Photoa Roll 1, Frame 8 tirough Frams 14.)
wwmhﬁsmmmmuvmmm
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M. Deymis Welch
Page 2 of 2
Jane 18, 2002

called the Brake Pressure Switch. The Power Distribution Box asd Cruise Sarvo wers
Rty meked by the fire. (Sec Photos Roll 1, Framea 17, 13 and 19.) There was no
ritmial &ring or welting nated on elther of thess components o the relays located i the
Power Disteibatyoh Box maﬂﬂﬂhﬂlﬂhﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂ:ﬂ}ﬁﬂﬁ.hﬂﬂdhﬂr
area of the grostest hesit bad melied and fallen indamesth the truck. (See Fiwto Roll 1,
Frame [2, 13, 14 und 18.) The cnd of the Muster Cylinder and the Brake Presmme Switch
were located on the gryund midamcath the truck jost ipside the loft front tirs. The Brake
Presqure Switch was found separstod from the end of the Master Cylinder, The swiich
wa sapacated with the awitch body located 'sovern! Inches from the hese of the switch
The aheningm ring wsed i conoect the ywilch housing to the base wis not fund nar
Pressure Switch parts were romoved fom undeenesth the track, photograghed ang taken
to miy office for fugther apalysia. (Ses Plotos Roll 1, Frame 20; 21, 22 and 23.)
Exantimation of the Brakc Presaove Switch revealod catretic hest from electrical arcing
inside the switch hody. The cloctrical contacts inside the switch hody wore meltad and
beaded. (Ses Photns Boll 2, Frame 13, 14, 15, 16, 17and 23.) Some of the ovdbed
switch componssts were still aftached inside the bady snd several small pisces were
loose. {See Photo Boll 2, Frame 17.) The motal cup located og the top of the Hmcort of
the switch was severcly cormdad and showed signs of elsctrial arching. (Se0 Phobos
Roll 2, Frame 7, 9and 24.) This corposien on the cop of te switely 3 sn intioation the
Koptoa Seals inside the Hexport hmd failed hefors th: fire allowing braker finid to eater
the switoh body end corvode the ewitch parts and the cup. Aler carslilly remving the
Towex cximp ring of the cup the Hexport was removed from the: cop allowlng examination
of the thros (2) Eapion Seals. The acaly were fyund to be broken through afl three layers
in an areq commonly reforred (o as the odge of the teacdrop. (See Photos Roll 2, Framey
18, 2] and 22.} Titis scal Eafhuare is consistent with scal Giitores T have aoca in other Beakr:
Prezyare Switches thet [ hove examined, Basad on fhe kength of time thy: yehichs was
packed, the driver’s stetormont of the inaperative Cruiss Control axid the overwinboing
cvidence foond ioside the Brake Presware Switch, it is ;ey opiion this five was a result of
an oleottical short of the Broke Preamme Swihh.

Ellmbcnfirﬂmm'hmhﬁkm,ﬂuummum

stncorety,
Charlic Miller
O
- Enclosures (Rolla 1 & 2, Inv. 466} BECEIVED
LYy QUL -5 202
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State Farm Insurance Companies

sork Liah
P.O_ Bax 149304
Hovember 27, 2401 Austn, Texea 787149204

FORD MOTOR COMBANY

OFFICRE OF GEMERAL COUNSEL - DPARKLAMNE TOWERE WEST
3 FARKLANE BLVD, STE 400

DEARBORN, MI 46126-2568

RE: Claim Number: 0\\ {8 @
TR A R A
Our Ingured: e /ll

Claimant Name: FORD MOTOR COMPANY M

Dear Sir: S 1

This State Farm insured wvehickls wasa invmdved 1in a fire. We f Q" /(,F

settled a claim with ocur inaured ino che amount of $791L.58 which
includen our insured’s deductible.

Our investigation revealed the cauee of loss was due to a
resiantant short within che brake pre=ssure awltch (ocruiae control
doastivation ewitch) located on tha top face of the brake master
aylindar.

Encioged 1a the documantation of State Parm's claim. The éevidencea
is being held for your inspection. ¥ou may contact me at (S12)
918-£429 to make arrangementa to lnepect the wehicla. Please
consider this letter as our demand to Pord Motor Company for
reimhurgenent of §7911.GH.

In ordar to agelet you in evaluating and proceeaing the
dubrogation claim we are asserting, we may provide nonpublic
personal information about our customer. We are sharing this
information to effect, adminiater, or enforce & transaction
authorized by the customer. However, you are neither authorized
nor permitted to: (1) use the cuastomer information we provide for
any purposa other than to evaiuate and process the subrogation
claim, (2} dimclose or share the cusbtomsr information we provide
for any purpcae other than to evaluate and process &
aubrogation claim.

Sincaraly,

orvep

HOME OFFICES: BLOOWINGTOHN, LUNGES 21710-0001




. OFFICE OF GENERAL COUWSEL - FARKLANE TOWERS WEST
Page 2
Hovambay 27, 2001

Panl Vvillarreal Exk 6439
Senior Claim Reprementative
(EBB) 88R-1114

State Farm Mutual Automobile Inaurance Comparly
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I § IN THE GOUNTY GOURT
§
vs. ' § AT LAW NUMBER
§
FORO MOTOR COMPANY § LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS

PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETTTION
_wmm.mdmmmmpm,mw
for cause of action shows:
L.

Plaintit I '+ 2n indvidual raskiing in Libarty County, Taxes. Oafardant,
FORD MOTOR COMPANTY, I3 a corporation ausharized 1o do business in the State of Texas and can
be =zarvad with provess theough ita registaned agant CT Corparation Syatam, 350 N. 9t Pawd St Dalas,
Dalles County, Yexas 75204.

1.

Defandant, FORD MOTOR COMPANY, was, at the fime of this occurmenc, and ls now engaged

In #ve business of manufacturing sutomabiles, for aale b and for uza wmdﬂwmm&
. Ik,

On or about July 24, 2001, Pleindlfs 1937 Ford F-150 Trsck, #‘lFTDFdTE\-was
parkad cutside of hor retidence in Libarfy, Libarty Counly, Texzae whan tha 1897 Ford F-150 Truck
mmm.mﬁnmdmuamsmm-mmwmm on the
top faca of the txake masater cyiinder of iha 1837 Ford F-150.

.

PlalniiT sfoges thet the product in guastion, namealy the brake presmmre swikch, was dafective
and unzale forits intarxded purposes at tha tima i Esft the conirol of Defendant manufachicer and at the
timea it was sold. The product was defactively dasigned and unreasonably dangerous b Plaintts in that
tha deaign caused flames i ignis in that arsa. Thanefona, Piain involeas the dactrine of strict llabiy




P —— i —————

In Saction 4024, Restatement of the Law of Torts, 2nd, and e= adopiad by the Supreme Court of Texas.
Further, in this connection, Plaintif? siiages that the dafect In design was a producing cause of the
damages aet forth below.

In addition, Defendant, FORD MOTOR COMPANY axpressly and imphedly waranted o the
public: ganaratly, and apaciically to l!lﬂFIﬂﬂE, IliathamBTFﬂtd!;-ﬁudecwal of merchantable
quiaiiy and was safs and K for the purpose imended whan usad under ordinary conditions and In an
ordinary mannar. Plainkif relled upon these express and imphed wamantes and quffarad the damages
ast forth balow ag a predmata resull of tha breach of theee warmntias.

V.

Piaintiff allegas that the Defendant wad negligant in designing, manufacting, and marketing
the 1997 Ford F-150 Truck In tha following raapects:

1. Tha Duhndutmwfaﬂ:mrwmmglga:ﬂlnfnﬂngtoduﬂuhwﬂubmﬂmu@

Tire would not ignite, or, atemalively. onca [gnited rot spread to other parts of the vehicle; and

2 The Defondant manufaciurer waa nepgligent In fafling to provide a waming syatam o

provide sulficient notice to Plalmilf that a maliunction in the brake preesum Switch was imminant

which could causn & fire, |

Ench and all of the faregoing acts and omssions, taken singulary or in combination, wers a
pecidmate causs of the Plaln@iPs damages as set forth below.

Wi

Plaintif cannat mora specifically eliage the acts of negfigent manufacture or design on the part
of Defandant, FORD MOTOR COMPANY, for the reason that facts in that regand ame pecullarty within
the inousadge uf that Defendar, and, in tha sitsmatve, b the evant Plaintif s Lunabia 1o prova specific

. acty of negligent design ar manudackime, PisindiT refles on #ha doctrine of res ipsa loquitur. Ln i

connection, PlalntiT wil show that tha doaign and marudacture of the 1887 Ford F-150 Truck was within
the exclusiva conirol of Dafandant, FORD MOTOR COMPANY. Plalnif had na maans of ascertaining
2




tha method or manner inwhich the product was desigined and manufactursd, and it came Intn Plaintifs
posseseion in tha same condiion it was in whon it left the control of Dafandant, FORD MOTOR
COMPANY. The occurenca cauding harm to Plalndf, as descrthed hamin, was ona which, in tha
udhwrmadm.wmﬂdnﬂhmamwﬂwﬁnﬂmglmmmapandwﬂﬂm
MOTOR COMPANY. Thus, Defandant FDE.U MCOTOR COMPANY wes negligent in the dasign,
- manufacire, or both of tha 1597 FuMR1mM.mmwnpmm“nfm
demapes sustainod by PlalniT.
VI,

Ag 3 proximate resutt of the negiganca of Detendant, PlakliEfs 1097 Ford F-150 Truck was
damaged and unabls t b rapained. '

X,
Bymmmuhm-dgmmMmenmu

nsurancs Company, & corporation suthorized & do buskess in the St of Texas, that partion af tis
cenme of oction herewlh asssariod which doge nﬂmﬁanmﬁ.vﬂﬁhhhmuﬂmm
Jrisdictional Bmits of tha Cowrt. This sasignatent was in wiking and ook place bafra the Bing of
Plalniiif's petiion, Under the tanms of assignment of this cauae of ackct, Stake Farm Mutisl Autormobie
Insuranca Company recaived the ight to file sul In tha name of tha Plainti. Steie Famm Mubual
Auttomobile Inaurance Company s elactad 1o prosecu this cause of ackon which was assigned to
HInhmﬁ_ﬂmﬂdﬂmmhhMﬂﬂfhhﬂmd
acfion. This paragraph IS not o ba read to he Jury, nor ks the fact of this sselgnmant to ba known 1o the

-1|.|-;.




A mmmwoe m o
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WHEREFORE, Plaiatif racgasta that Defendant be cltad 10 appear and answer, and that an final

irigl Plaintif has:
1) Judgrrent against Defendant for & 5um In axcaas of the minimum geaisdictional fimits of
tha Court, with interest at tha $egal rata from the data this stat 1s filed untt judgmeat.
2] Imtarest atter pedgrmeant at the __nh of 10% pear annum unil pakd.
3)  Costaof aul.
4) Such othar and further relief to which Plstmif may be |ustly entitied.
Raspactfully submitod,

STEPH . GARNER, P.C.

Stephan E,

TBAY Q767 7450

Suzanna K. Rose

TBAX 00701043

Cory L. Chandier

TOA#24012410

7660 Woodway, Sulte 465 |
Haouston, Taxas 77063 |
(713} g52-0122

(713} 952-1600

ATTORMEYE FOR PLAINTIFF
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VL. ATTACHMENTS

A. FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORY
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STATE FARM:

Ocinber 22, 2001 Page 11 PyoNct Fle Mo 5843 |
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VI. ATTACHMENTS

" . B. PHOTOGRAPHS

RECEIVED
oCT' 25 2001
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Ociober 22, 2001 Page 14 Froftet File Ho. 5843 .

)
|
d
¥
i
A
N
.«
.
|
N
.
.
I
n
|
|
"




View showing the front-of the 1597 Forg trsck,

1.
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Profet Fle No. 5843

Page 15
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Right, side view of the Ford brixk.

3.

Prohet Fle o, 5843

Page 16

Left side view of the Ford trudc
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View of the Texas Dapastmentt of Public Safety inspection sticker.

7.

View of the vehikde identification ntanber,

B.
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View of the odomeber reading
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13.  View of the right haff of the |
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View of the erigine comparimant as viewed from the right o the left

14.
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View of the bum observed adjacent to the vacuum brake booster.

View of tha engine compartment as viewed from the left to the rightt

Prodet Ala No. 5B43 -
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17.  View of the bumn observed adjacent to the brake booster as viewed from the
right to the left

oct 25 M
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~ RECEIVED

19.  View showing the rear of the brake master cylinder.

20, View showkg the fromt of the brake master cylinder.,

oCT 25 200
BTATE FARM 81U

October 22, 2004 Page 24
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RECEIVED

21. Overview of the brake pressure cut-off switch, also known as the orise
control deactivation swikch,

peT 25 204
STATE FARM SIU

Octnber 22, 2001

Fage 15
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. gey 2% Ui

73.  View of the brake pressyre switch in relationship & the crulse control cable.
Mota the zrea of burmt on the orutse control cable.

24, mmmmmmmmﬁmmmmmmm

BYATE FARM S

October 22, 2001 Fage 26 ProMet Fla No. 3843
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RECEIVED

25. Closer view of the brake pressure switch as viewed From tight to the keft.
»~

6. Overview of ifie brake pressure

swfich in reiationshis to the
cruise control cable and the

ohsarved to the avea adjacait bo

the brake pedal booster,

oCcT 25 200

STATH FARM S

Ochober 22, 2001
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Page 27
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27.

28. Ovesview of the ABS RAGS vaive and s witing box.

Page 26 Prohiet Fle Mo, 5843
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Prepared for:

MS. BOBBI VASEK
STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANY
P. 0. BOX 680127
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77268

A

Randy Callison, ASE
Cnnsullant
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Prujed Manager
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EFUBIVED
OCT" 25 2wl
STATE FARM SIU




Table of Contents

L. INTRODUCTION
I.  BASIS OF REPORT
-IOL VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

V. CONQLUSION

Y.  DISCUSSION
INTERVIEW
VEHICLE INSPECTION
RECALLS
SUMMARY
RECOMMENDATION

YI. ATTACHMENTS

A, FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

B.  PHTOGRAPHS

October 22, 2001 : Page 2

Page

L B

11
14

RICRIVED
OCT: 25 20M
BTATE FARM &..

Probiet Fle Ho. 5843




EDITIVED
R 1)
BTATE r—~ml SHY

L INTRODUKCTION

On July 24, 2001, a Are ocamred Iivolving a Ford vehide. On September 14, 2001, The
Profet Group, Inc., was retained by Ms. Bobbl Vasek of State Farm Insurance Company
to Inspect the vehide and determine e orlgin and cause of the fire.

On September 18, 20011, Randy Callison of The ProNet Group Inspected the vehide at
Bayou City Auction Pool, located at 16602 East Hardy Road, Housbon, Texas, During

this visit, the vehide exterior and interior were visually cbserved and phatographs were
taken to docwnent our obsarvations. All photographs are avaliable for review.

II. BASIS OF REPORT
This report Is based on the f:;ﬁuwir\g:

1. Inspection of the vehide.

2. Research of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration {(NHTSA)
-records to Identify any preliminary ewaluations, engineering analyses, or
- recalls on 1997 Ford trseks.

3. Interview with the driver of the vehicle.

4. Review of repalr recelpts.

5.  Infoernation and observations as noted in this report.

October 12, 2001 Page 3 Proflet Fle No. 5843
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This report is based upon Information available ko us at this time, and is aot necessarily
final. Should addidonal fnformation be presented or discovered, we reserve the right to
review and, ¥ necessary, revise this report and our condusions In ilght of that
infarmation.

1. VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

The vehicle was identified 2s a blue two-door 1996 Ford F150 truck bearing: Texas
ficense plate No. UM3614; Vehidle Identification No. 1FTDRI72SVIE 2ncs Texas
Department of Publk: Safety Inspection No. H11936994, expiration dabe unknown. The
vehide registratkn sticker wes missing fram the windshield. At the time of our

inspaction, vehicle mieage was 185,384,

IV. CONQLUSION

Based on our observations and findings as noted in this report, It Is our apinton that the
1997 Ford F150 truck fire orginated In the feft rear third of the engine compartment
and was caused by a resistant short within the brake pressure swikch (cruise contral
deactivation switch) facated on the top ace of tha brake master cylinder. It Is further
our apinlon that Ford Motor Company should be held accowtable for the koss.
Furthermare, it is our opinlon that the relaionship bebween the brake pressure ost-off
switch and the brake fwid reservalr should be addressed, _
' | RECEIV
Wehaseuuruplnhﬁmmaﬁmng: neT 25 L.

. STATE FAHM Siu
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Ow Inspection of the engine compartment revealed a mild upper level
bum that was more intense in the left rear third of the engine
oomparmenk than observed throughout any ather area,

With the bum noted to the wiring hamess routed adjacent to the brake
booster, the gulse oyntrol mhla, the RABS valve whing and the brake

. fluld resarvoir and grommats, we place the polnt of origin at the brake

pressure switch. In fact, the switch was b the center of the most
intensely bumed area of the laft rear third of the engine compartment.

" With the bum noted to the exterior and interior of the brake pressyre

switch 1t can be conduded that a high resistance short ocowraed
[exceeding five (5) ohms] within the interlor elecirical portion of the
switch,  Subsequently, the switch overheated mefting (by radiant heat
tranafer), then igniting the plastic composite materal of the brake fuld
reservoir. It should be noted that the switch is lacated approdmately
threa-sixteanths inch (3/16™) forward of the lower Front face of the brake
fluld resarvair.

Ford Mofor Company Comporate Offices e located at Amerkan Road, Dearbom,

INTERVIEW

. Michigan, Phone No. 313-322-3000.

V. DISCUSSION

RETTYED

An infprview with the driver of the vehide helped constrect an onder of events
immediztely preceding the oosat of te fire:!

Octiober 72,2001 . Page 5
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1.  Onthe day of the fire, she drove home from work and parked the vehicle
outside her house.

2.  Shortly after, a neighbor knodked on her doar infoeming her that the
vehide was on fine.

3.  Shenolced fire mmlngi from under the hood and the front windshleld had
shattered.

4, Hberty Are Department was contadied and exdingulshed the fire.

5  Anewenging was instalied on the thuck on April 6, 2001.

VEHICLE INSPECTION

Our axterior Inspection of the vehicle revealed:

REMTVED
067 &5 Z00f

STATE FARM 510

1. The left rear area of the haod was vold of palnt.

2. Tha front windshleld was cracked adjacent b the left windshield wiger arm, 1t
shoukd be nated this windshieid wipes arm was fire damaged.

3. The center third of the left front plastic composite inner fender well was
consined.

Inspection of the Intarior of the vehide did not revaal any indication of bum.

Inspection of the engine compartment revealed a mild upper level burn, spedfically In
 the left rear comeér, adjacent to the brake power booster. Maore specificalty:

Ociober 22, 2001 Foge & Profiet File Ho. 5843
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Our doser inspacton of tha brake master cylinder revealed:

The right half of the engine compartment did not evidence amy bum.,

The wiring hamess, that routed from the right side of the firewall o the under-
hood fuse block assernbly, contained burmn to the plastic protective congule
adfacent & the brake pawer booster,

The undar-hood light wiring hamess protective condult was conssmed n the area
forward of the brake power booster,

The clulch cylinder fiuid resarvoir was mildly bumed and had fallen away from Its
location at the firawall.

Master oyfinder brake fiuld reservair was totally aonsumed, leaving only the s=aling
rubbers on the top face of the brake master cylindet. RECEIVED

N7 2+
STATE FARM SiLI

i, The rear seallng rubber was mildly biened atound its outer clrumference
while the front sealing rubber ryvesled a more intense burn along its
outward drcurmfienance.

R The braka fluid waming leval switch with lts wiring hamess atiached was
located on the top faca of the master cylinder, Approdmately one inch
{17} of wiring harness was knsulation void.

3. The ABS RABS valve wiing hamess was mildy burmed, as well as the
wiring hamess routed toward the rear of the vehice along the outward
side of the left frame rall. The witing hamess and connector for the ABS
vaivia was intensedy burnad on the top face, while the bottem face of the

October 22, 2001 Page 7 Prabi=t File Mo, 5843



connector was basically intack.  This is indicative of a ﬁré that was mare
intense ahove than below this connector.

4, Brake pressure cut-off switth {cruise controf deactivation switch), with its
wiring hamess attached, was lcated on the tip Fface forward end of the
braie master cylinder. The swich was [ntensely bumed and
approximately three Inches {37) of the switth wiring hamess was vold of
insulation. It should also be nated the protective sheathing for the crise
cantl cable was voki of Insulation weare & routed directly abowe and fo
the right. of the switch. This is Indicative of a fire that was ntense under
this cable.

Closer Inspection of the hrake pressure switch {crulse cortrol deactivation switch)
m@dia:tlvlnﬁ'untufmeﬁmthrahemdm;mmmet,unummpfangqf
the master cylindes, revealed:

1. MphsﬂcmﬂzdemhaIannmmmdhﬂe{:ﬂpnfﬂw
pressune switch was twanty parcent (20%) consumecd.

2. The two (2) dlediica! whing connectors ends were still attached o the
switch, were biulsh In color and bumed,

3. Intense bum was obsetved o the interior of the plastic composite material
of the pressura switch.

4. The rear face of the securing ring (the part thet secures the electrical portion
of the switch to the main switch body) that faced the front master cyfinder
brake ftuld reservoir grommet was severaly bumed and discolored,

Q77 e il
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5. Inspection of the fuse block within the imevior of the vehide revealed fuse
Mo, 13, wihich [s the fuse for the brake pressure switch dircult, was ot

hlown,

6. With the burn noted to the exierior and Interior of the brake pressure switch
It can ba concuded a high reststance short coowred [eceeding five (5)
ohms] within the kterior elecrical portion of the switch. Subsequently, the
switch overheated metting (by radiant heat transfer), then igniting the plastic

" compasite material of the brake fluid reservoir. It should be nated that the
switch Is locsted approximately three-sixteenths inch (3/16") forward of the
lower front face of the brale fluid reservolr,

GRIMTEILVED

MITCHELL REPAIR INFORMATION REVIEW 0CT 25 2008

STATE FARM SIU
We contacted the Mitchell Repak Information Co., LLE (Mitchell-on-Demand) to identify
the function of the No. 13 fuse for 1997 Ford F150 vehides, Review of the Mitchell
Repalr witing diagram for 1997 Ford F150 vehides revealed that fuse No. 13 proteds
the brake pressure switch, the rear wheel antiHocdk brake module, and the brake onfoff
switch. The No. 13 fuse is “hot at all times”. -

RECALLS

We searched the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) database to
Identify any prefliminary evaluations, engineerng analyses, or recalls on 1997 Ford F150
vehides relating to brake pressure switch £aflures.

A search of thelr racords, 28 well 25 tachical senvica bullatins, did niot indicate any
problems relating to brake pressures switch fallures within Ford FL50 vehides at this
Hme.

Ocinber 22, 2001 Page & froNet Flg Mo, 5843




SUMMARY

in summary, this 1997 Ford F150 truck fire originated within the left rear third of the
engine compartment and was caused by a reslstant short [exceeding five {5) ohms]
within the brake prassure switch (crulse control deactivation swilch) located on the top
face of the brake master cylinder, It s further our opinton that Ford Mot Campany
slinild be hekd accountable for the joss.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that the 1997 Ford FL50 truck be raained, secured amd probeched
regandng any further testing or Inspection by other intelested parties. We also reserve
the right to be present and observe any and all inspections or testing of the Fand trudk
by any othar concerned parties.

RECIVED
GCT.25 00l

gTATE FARM 31U
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L. View showing the front of the 1997 Ford truck.
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3. Right side view of the Ford truck.
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7. View of the Texas Department of Public Safety Inspection sticker,

8.  View aof the vehlde identification number.
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2. View of the odorneber reading.

10.  View of the passenger
compartment as viewsd
fom the Ieft to the right.

—
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11.

View of the englhe compartment.

2.  View of the left half of the
engkne compartment.
o
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13, View of the right half of the R
engine compartteant.
_}

14,

oCcT 25 200
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13.  View of the engine compartment as viewed from the laft to the right
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17.

0CT 25 2001

2
a
]
=
h
a

View of the bumn pbserved adjacent 6 the brake booster as viewed from the
right o the left.
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RECEIVED

18,  View showing the rear of the brake master cylinder.

20, View showing the front of the brake masher cylinder,

LT 25 200
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21. Overview of the trake pressura cut-off switch, also known as the cruis2
control deactivation switch.
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23, View of the brake pressure switch In relatlonship to the cruise contral cabls.
Note the area of bum on the cruise contral caple.

24, View of the brake pressure switch as viewed from the right to the left.

ocy 25 v
BTATE FARN SIU
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25.  Closer view of the hrake pressure switch as viewed from right to the left
e

26, Ovenview of the brake pressure
switch in relatdonship to the
cniise controt cable and the bum
obsarved ko the amea adjacent b
the brake pedal boaster.

—*

0CT 25 200
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View of the burned connedor to 23
the brake pressure switch.
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29.

Closer view of the ABS RABS valve and its wiring box.

MG WHYd 2wy

gz 52.130
CHEAYEDEY

Prohlet Flla Mo, 5843

Page 29

ERZS5-808-1.C~2417






I - oot
2nd an

ik

STATE FANM MUTUAL AUTCMOBILE

INSURANCE COMPANY and STATE

FARM FRE AND CASUALTY COMPANY  PARISH OF TERREBONKE

199505

FORD MOTOR COMPANY and BARKER
AUTO GROAUE, INC. d'hia BAREER

MITRUBISHI B STATE OF EQUISLANA
. M "‘;\‘

VTERSLRS NO.

EETIIION

MWMGMTWWMWM_

I i ivichuaty 2nud on betsadf of i miowoc chld,

the folf ago of majorily doniiciloed 31 e Padsh of Tarshoms, ad STATE FARM
AIMOMORNE INS[URANCE COMPANY and STATE FARM FIRE AND
: COMPANY, Forolge inmoars, suthorizad o do wd doieg troziness i Hee Stake of Lovisana,
3 with v, repamct the folkowlig:
® 1.
Nl defmciais e, ar:

n Ford Mot Comprary, & Fefag soutpary, suthacized to do wnd doing bastnses i the
St of Lomisings

h. Barker Aurn Ciranp, Tno. 47v/a Harrer Mitouhishi, 3 dowsrstic conpordion suthorized >
ta da e doing e i the Parish of Tencbomos, State of Loatsisss,

‘who nre indabried oo pliatifs, for the Shllawing, o wit
A
At ull fpses pettincat hercto, Mom: aud Dege Babi wege the ewners o s certain rodencs,
tocated. o || e 1o0isism. (harvinatier i 10 we o P
rosidence™) and 1 1997 Ford F150 pickup tack, ideotifiod by Viehicks Klentificatian Wumber
1eroXo7savicl i rcinator coferred to as the “Babin vehicten.
3.
Ou or bt August 71, 7002, whilk the Babin vehicle was parked under th cargort of e

Rabin rsidence, » firs coommad in the Balin vebicls cauving sobatantisl demwge o both thevehiale

e the resldence.




4,

Tha firn odgingied i= tis apgine compartivol of the Babin vehicle, ad was carsed by a
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Ms. Shyem L. Narton
Fan) Motor Conapany o
Parklane Tower Wost, Swite 100 h?";

Thres Parklans Boulevird
Deawbome, Michigan 451 26-2 568

Ra:  State Farm Claim #;

Eegureds:
Location:
Houma,
Dyte of Loes: Axkpmet 22 2002
Cur FileTo.: 212027
Deexr M. Norton:

Please be ndvisod that T have been retxined by State Farm Fire & Cayualty Company in
commection with damagas sustained a5 2 result of & fire which oocumed on Augast 22, 2002, 2t the
residence of it tnsureds, Y  ivisns According tn State Fann's
mvestigation, the fire originated in % 1997 Ford F-acries pickup tack, that wag parked under the
carport of the above mentionsd residential dwalling. As arenuitof the firs, the residertial dweiling
v the vehicle sustained substantial propexty damage.

The reensins af the vehicle have not yo been removed from the fire scens, which iy logated
al the shove-refermced address. However, 1da expectthut the vehicle will beremoved from te fice
soenc by the ealy part of next week, and safe-guarded st 3 starage fuasilityin or near Howma, [Fyou
wish o schedule an inspection of eillver the firs kceme: or Gy vehicls, pirase call me wgon your
immediate receipt of tiris comespondence, sa that we may make s nacessary ArrngEmenss.

_ By way of thia coiresporsicnce, State Fartn Fire & Casulty Company is placing Ford Motor
Compary andfor Texas Instraments on iemedista notice of this cmm ag e ing il
rembursanent of payments made or ta bemade to urmhuhlfnﬁu'mm@w

MG 23 2052 16:04 , —
46 PRGE. B2
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I you bave any questions or wish o dicuss this matter firther, pleace call,
& PIPES

HANNARE, COL'
VAON Vg ke

cc: Mz Shidey May
Ma Julie Pritsch (via fax 243-258-D421)
A 23 2832 16:04 235 6 546 PAGE. @3 .
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Mr. Mike Vickormann |

Alatate Insurance
PO Box 821904
N. RlchMard Hills, TX 76182

™ lnwured:
Glalm #:
MES Flo #:

Daar Mr. Vickermann:

Pursusnt to your requast thin fim examined a F-150 truck. Enclosed hersin ame
our findings during the axamination.

Findings
The vahicle was a 1947 modal Ford F-150, pick up truck. The vehicla had the
fllowing license and vehicle identification number present:

Liconse & OMH-553
VIM & 1-mmw4w_

The fire damsage ko the vehlde was at the left front malnly to the angine
compertment. There was some damags to the deshboard area. The buming
cantared around the brake master cylinder, primarlly at the speed condrof
deactivation switch. The deactivation switch Is mounted at the and of the braks

master cylinder and was atill preaant stthough heavly damaged.

The ramatna of tha switch wazs still i place on the brake master cyfindar but
ware very dallcate. In ondar to save them as intact az posable the wires ware
cut and tha mastar eylindar was ramaved. Thia allowad daser photography.
Tha part number cauld ba rsad. Visual exam of the remalns showsad beading of
copper intemal to the switch indicating that there had baen an edectrical arc
irtaide the unif. ' : :

The tuse panal inside the vehicle waa examinad for any blown or open fuses.
Tha fusa panel inside the vehicle was not damaged by the fira. Fusas number




Mr. Vickermann
Rulz matter

Page 2

13, 14 and 31 were found to ba blown. Fuse number 13 serves the spesd
control deactivation switch. Theve wae a 20 ampena fusa In lozation 13 which is
appropriata. The combination of the fire centering in the area of the spaed
conirol deactivation switch, the switch having balls from arcing presant, and the
fuse sarving the switch being blown indicates the fre was caused by a failwe of
the switch.

’ The. awilch debris was sa dellcate that when pulling a plastic bag aver it for

protection t came apart sc the insidea could be asen. k was photographad and
shows the afcing evidence Inaide, The switch assembly has number F3TA-
OF924-CAH2681 on k. The switch debris and master cylindar with the thraaded
part of tha switch st Installad 1a being storad as evidenca, Itis suggested that
Ford Motor Company be notlfied of the loss and the cause.

- Summation

The fire was maoet likely a result of a failure within the speed & Sethratio
awiich—There was evidencs of arcing found Ingide the awmnh arﬂﬂafunu
serving the awiich was blown. Ford Motor Company should be notified of the
loss 80 they can have a representative examina the vehicle and the evidence
aaved from the scane.

We appreciate the oppordunity to be of ssrvice. If there are any queations,
plaase do not hesitate to call.

Respactfully m.lhrmttad.
Goodson Engl

memluna
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Phote Log - MEG#34°77

Descriptien

General view of truck siill sefting in garage where fire occurred.
Right front of truck.

Inside cab of truck.

Left froet of truck.

Closzer view of fire burned bole in hood of truck.
Another view of hole,

Closer view of motor by looking through hole in hood.

Looking downward through hale in hood at suspect switch at arrow.
With hood lifted another view of brake master cylinder and suspect
switch

With hood lifted overall view of fire damaged motor arca,

Fuse panel in cab. No fire damage in its area.

ClInser view of switch and wiring before wites cut and master cylmder
removed. _

Close up of metal base part of switch. Note bead of copper at atrow.
Closer view of bead of copper,

Bottom side of plastic top of switch. Note beading at arrow.
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June 13, 2004

Ford Customer Relatlonship Center 4 ANID 4y s
F.0. Box 6248

Dearborn, MI 48126

Date af Lass: :
Total Damagas: $20.486.03

ATTN: Cloims:

ausivined by our policphaolder, :

We have made  settlement with our curtomer and our oustomer s claim againstyou har  # R\
been assignad to us, We hitve encloved copits of the damage sipports. ;

This file has been transferved o0 our Natiosal Property Office: Allstote, P. O. Box 21169, U.E
Roanoke, ¥A 24015; phone manber is 300-776-2615. Plaars contact them o grive your
Inruranee Information and to diseusr or negnliate thir lass,

—_— &
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12785 Hwry 64 East
Tyler, TX 75707
(Z00) 432 4660¢

(903} 566-4535

{903) 566-1504 Fax,

email =akiiylernet

www.smlcorp.com

*24 Howr Service
RM)4FCI-NOW

CAUSE AND OBRIGIN INVESTIGATION
OF A YEHICLE FIRE
OCCIURRING TO -130

OWNED b
GRAND

FREFARED BY:
KEVIN JACQUE, CFEX
FCIFILE NO-= FAI-141-1 4414%
JUNE I, 2

PREFARED FOR:
ALLSTATE INSITRANCE COMPANY
COPFELL, TEXAS

EADS-g83-1.0-2137




. ' REPORT SUMMARY

. On Mey 20, 2004, Mz. Sylvie Alonzo contacted Fire Causs Investipations requesting a cause and
origin investigation of 2 vehicle fire 10 a 1997 Ford F-150 pickup owned byj
According to information received, on Aprit 11, 2004, the 1997 Ford F-130 pickup waa packed in
thegnmgeofﬂl..aidmeat_hlﬁrﬁngmn,Tem,whmﬂmwhinle
canght on fire. Inspeetion of tha (997 Fard F-150 extended cab picknp revealed the heaviest
demzege wes sustained in (be engine compertment area alomg the front left fender well
Ingpection of e mterior of the vebicle did not reveal any evidence of electrical or mechanicsl
malfonction related to fine causatiom. Fire pattetns observed on the engine compartmeat are
congistent with the spread of the fire from the area of the master cylinder and power brake
| boastet, up and out across the top of the engine. Elecirical wiring in the vicinity of the engine
compartment elcetrical distribution center was inspected and wiring exhibited electrical activity
ard maleing at the power distribation center. I conclude the fre was most likely caused by an
i electrical malfunction in the area of the engine compertment elecirical distribution center and
ati-lock brale gysico component, Buﬂ:wmlmahdnnﬂmimnrﬁude:wallmtbn left-hand
I gide of the vehicle. The heat source generated by the electnical malfunction ultimatsly ignited
. 1 tho combustibles in the arca of the master brake cylinder, propagating upward and outward into

' the engine compartment of the vehicle,
i
FIRE INVESTIGATOR: Kevin Jaceque, CFEI
FCI FILE NO: RFAIL-141-1 04149
canvo:
TYPE, DATE, LOCATION OF LOSS: Vahicle Fira; 4/11/04; Grand Prairie, T3C

COFIES: {2y  Ms. Sylvia Alonzo
Allstate Insurance Company
P.0. Box {987

Coppell, Texas

{1} FCIFile




CAUSE AND ORIGIN INVESTIGATION
OF A YEHICLE FIRE

7 ownren oy I
OWNED BY

GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS

INTRODUCTION:

On May 20, 24, Ms, Sylvia Alonzo of Allstate Infiannce Company contacted Fire
Case Investigations requesting 3 cause and origin investipation of a wehicle fire to 8
1997 Pard P-150 pickug owped h_Auﬂmriznﬁnn was given foc Fire Cavse
Investigations io iravel to CoPart in Grand Prairic, Texas, to conduct an inspection of the
whiphmdtur:iriman}r:;idumu pertinent ta fire causation. QOpinions stated berein

are based on work and evidence reviewed to dafe.  Should firther evidence or

information develop indicating a need for continued apalysis, I reserve the dght to

modify or expand my opinica as indicated by ach developmants,

BACKGROUND:
According {0 information recaived, on Apeil 11, 2004, the 1997 Ford F-150 pickup was
pcked i th g o o s N 50 Tos

when the vehicle caught on fire. The vehicle was gubsequenily moved to CoPart in

Grand Prairis where I conducted my investigation.
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ON-SITE INSPECTION:

On May 21, 2004, T traveled to CoPart in Grand Prairia, Texes, to conduct an inspection
of the 1997 Ford F-150 piclup. Upen my armivel, photographs wers taken fiw
documentstion purpages. The vehicle was identified with CoPart's lat #3643184 and wax

identifiad with Vehicle [dentification Mumber (VIN) #lFPDIﬂTW#V[-

Enifial inspection of the [997 Ford E-150 extended cab pickup vevealed the hesviest
damape was sustained in the eagine compartment area alonp the font left fender weil
where 3 hole was bumed completely through the bood of the vehicle, as observed in dy
phwotographs. The interior of the vehicle sustained beavy smoke damage with the fire
having venied thraugh the windshicld and firewall in the arca of the steering column of
the vohicle, Inspecction of te mierior of the vohicle did not reveal any svidence of

clecirical or mechanical matfincdion celated to Gire causation.

The interior fuse panel was inspected. Three of the mini fuses locited on the interior of
the fise pancl were in the “open” position. Fuse #14, #20, and #1]1 were clectrically

The bood wan resmoved to pain acceas tn the engine compartment to continue my
inspection.  Fire patterns observed on the engine compartmeat are cot3istent with the
spread of the fire from the area of the master cylinder and power brake hoceter, up and

aut acrase the top of the engims. Electrical wiring in the vicinity of the engine




= m— ) ——

compartinent elactrical distribution center was ingpectsd amd winng exhibited electrical
activity and melting at the power distribution center. A component of the anti-lock brake
aystem maounted directly in front of the powsr distribution center alsc sustained beavy
daumage. The fire originated in the immediate aren between the brake component and
eogine compertroent elecirical distribution ceater. No ether evidence of electrical or
meachanical malfimction wes observed in the eaging compartment. Fluid ievels were

checked and verified to be within opsrating paramedera of the engine.

PRINCIPLES AND METHODS;

Principles and methods employed during my investigation, sxaminstion, and evaluatinn

nfﬂ:islﬂmi_mhlda,hutarcnutﬁmitﬂdh}ﬁ:ﬂ]llﬂﬁdug:

Methods

1. The methodology utilized in my actlvities in this particular case was the
application of a systematic approach involving the cotlection of data end analysis
nfﬂ:adamﬂ:ralghdedunﬁwmﬁnghmdupunwﬂmn_simﬁﬂiw
previous experience sod knowledge concerning firss and fire sprcad.

1.  The method af visual analysis was used on the fire scene evidence and post-fire
photographs.

3. To reach my cooclusien, I used the method of comperafive study based oo the

facix andd my previous experionce,




. 4,  The method of examining & scene from the least to the heaviest damage end
interpeeting patterns to determine the origin and cause of 2 flre or explogion was
i,
Principles
[,  The principle utilizing the fire teteshedron proving the componenis needed: fuel,
cxidizing sgents, beat, and an vninhabited chain reactfon to cregle and sustsin a
fire.
L The peinciple thet fire nonmally moves opward and outward from a point of
origin, unless ventiletion, firefighting tochniques, or fuel promotes onnmsal
GITGUMBLEATLAS.
3.  Principles of pyrulization, decomposition, and combastitility.
4, The principles of conservation of encrgy, Joule's Law of Electric Heating, high
resistance heating, and elsctrical arcingfheat production.
. These methads and principlea conform to established technical principlez ught and

applied during my fotmal sducation, training, and experience.

V.  CONCLUSION:
Based on the evidencs I observed during my inspection of the 1997 Ford F-15) pickap, I
conciude the fire was mast likely caused by an slecirical malfinction in the area of the
engine companment shectrical dimribistion ceater end anti-lock boake system component

Both wrere incated on the inner Fender well on the driver's side of the vehicle. The heat

smgenm:wdbyﬂnulmﬁulmlﬂmcﬁmm&mﬂyiglﬁted&nmmsﬁhluiudm




area of the paster brake cylinder, gropagating upward and outward ingo the engine
compartment of the vehicle.

Eres-208-1C-2443
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Photographs

ERA9-205-LC-2445



1. Front view of the 1997 F-150.
2. Driver side view.

a, Rear view.

4. Pagsenger side view.
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View of the hood and windshisld in area of origin.

Yiew of the engine comparment afier the hood was
removed revealing beaviest fire damage in the aran of the
brake system power booster.

View of the engine compartment takan from the driver's
gidc exhibitmg fire pattems moving away from the deiver's
side,

View of the engive compartment taken from the passenger
side of the vehicle,
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10.

11.

12,

View of the immer left fendder in the area of the engine
compartment power distribution center and hraks system
COMpONEnis.

Close-up view of the engine compariment power
diztdbution center and brake system.

Vicw of wiring exhibiting clactrical actvity in the area of

Views of the ami-lock brake gystam ¢omponents sustaining
heavy damage on the imterior side of the component.






13, Views of the enti-lock brake systern components sngtaining
heavy damage on the interior side of the component.

14, Views of the amti-lock brake system compenents susta{ming
heavy damage on the intetior side of the component.

ERFT-21-Cop-Cous










CARPENTER LAW FIRM, P.C.

Attorneps ond Counselore ai Law
Al EdGEELEEN

N. 3COTT CARPENTER® Lakesida Commons EABAEGAS:
sapin @bty com 5045 Lorimar, Sulte 280 ANNEMARIE JAMES
JAMES F. ACDSTA Plang, Taxas 75083 anfames@ubroguetae.can
jaCoatmE b AN, oM. (972) 4031133 SARAH DOWDY
SHEFPARD BANDS Fax (872) 403-0311 sdovduiiaboogadaw.cam
wncx@sakrogarbow.com BELLE MALLETT
CRAKC M. JCHUMACHER hsaletigBsntsomrckiw.com
aachrroachen) wabro gatutew. com.
*Chualified Mesintor

RECEIVED SEF - 3 24

Suimm . Rty . ) . o .".:
Threa Parkdans Boubevard & q/jf:
Re:  MyClien:  State Pam Liowls Immmafsh_

Vehicle: 1997 Fard Expediticn (the “Vekick™)
Date of Loss; July 22, 2003
Claim Mo:

Drear Mr. Notton:

. Pleaes ba advised that this firm has been retnined by State Farm Llowls Insurence
_Company (“State Farm™) to pursue collection of all dumages incurred by State Parm in

Wﬂu demage caussd by the 1997 Ford Expedlﬁmuwndb_

On Jaly 22, 2003, the JJFord Expodition sportaneously caught fire in their
garage which destroyed the vehicle and caused extensive damage to their regidence. Following
an invastigation, it was determined that the fice siarted 25 8 result of en clecirical fulure in the
cruise centrol deactivation switch (beake prassure switch). All other patential ignitian sourcag
havo been eliminated, therefire, if we &rs not able to resolve this matier amicably, I will have oo
othar recourse but to file suit againgt Ford.




Re:  Chum Number:
. In=zired:
<=+ —- -Dateoflose - . -

Mike Welbr - G0 - B7Z) 434 3309

State Farm Insurance Companies ==y

F1% 3 SUHROGATION DFFCE

L4750 Telabey Rivd F20
P.0. How 155743
Y, Worh, TX, #6144
July 25, 20403
¥,
2
Shawn Norioa 11’ ((-{\

“1
Ford Motor Company - pp’- éy‘ll
1 Parklana Bivd., Suite 300 .

,—w 9 A\

Deatbarn, M1 481248
/‘0\4

Loss Lacation: 9640 Meadowhill Dnvu, Dn!lu, TX
Dear Ms. Nortan: J;"“'J

We are writing regarding a fire loss incurred by sur insurads whes theer 1997 Ford
Expedition czught fire in the parage. Our prafiminary investigation ircicates the brake
pressure switch was where the fe started. ' USAA innures the vehicle .and has had it
reoved 10 & seoure location, The switch is still attached to the wehicle.

The repair catimates for the building and personal property have not been completed yet,
but we ardicipate the loss will he around $150,000. We will provide - >cumentation on
the damagea once the claim handling is campletsd.

This early notice is to provide you with an opportunity to inspect the 3:ene pelorto
repmirs. The USAA contact ts Joe Fiores and his phone number 1s 8311 -531-82322,
extension 22404,

Please contact me to schedule e inspestion or if vou need any additional information.

Sinum!-y, o ) . [! l%'

’ | V7 al
%ﬁ; ﬁ\}l;j:’ ?;_.5 \?ﬁ

State Parm Lioyds | © A
(817) 359-7762 o .
(817) 359-7779 Fax

HOME OFFYCES: BLOOMENGTON, 1LLINOIS &1710-0i1]

Enes. o




Shavwn Nmton
Anguar 30, 2004

I have been retained by Stale Fann ta recover this lags, whether hy sattlement or suit, IF
puwmﬂlichmmpmmiuand:&tﬂnﬂﬂ:clﬂmﬁMmuﬂhIiﬁpﬁm,ngMm
within twenty (20% dayn of your receipt of thig letter. State Farn™s ashrogation claim smounis to
$117.21571.

Should yan have any questions, plesse do not hestate to contact me.

Very truly yours,
CARPRNTER Law Fieml, P.C,

MO

CMEAH
ontats furm skt 7,944 Felnaoneont'd smand. Lir

o Wylie ShansonBatc Fam Lioh {Via Facnimis)







: March 13, 2003
5 FooRL: AT AT
i R EVED
i o
! MAK
. Ford Motor Compeny 48 20m
b Office of Geperal Caunsel SEFIGE OF THE
: Parkland Towers West, Suite #300 BERERM. Coungm
: 3 Parklase Blvd.
: Dearborn, M{ 48126-2568
i' Re:
! VIN: reroxisssy NI
i Year: 1997
1 Make: Food
i Modsl; F 150
B
Addrexe:
ne T
Our Claim Mo:
i Date of Loss: 9f11A2
. ! Pamagos: $11,612.00

Plsase accept this letfer 1z foemal notice of our subrogation rights in regard to the above-captioned clatm.
Demmand is henshy made wpan you for payment of Progressive's damages and thosc of Frogressive’s
insured.

i Qur investigation indicates damages to our insurcd”s veliicle was a direct result oF 4 manufachurer’s
1' defcet ot negligenos on your behaif. Enclosed piease find all supporiing documentatio.

: Pleax acknowledge raceipt of my subrmgation demand and Forwand your payment of 51 LG 1200 to my
i atteation, payable & "Progressive lnsrance Company, as sebroges b il 0
: oty attention at PO Box 43258, Richmond Hiz, OH 44143,

Vou can contasct me at the number Tisted below should you need wdditionsl documentation or care to
discuss Bhis tlaim.

Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

PROGRESSIVE INSURANCE COMPANY

William P. Kicazl

Subrogation Repreapiative

(440) 603-5339

Enclesires

ERDS-An3-LC-2458
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301 Cuudeangle D:ive
iz 303
Bolingbrank, IL £0440
10-631-2085

Tal: 20 &579-1 503
Fax: #30473-1525

v e el oam

FIRE INVESTIGATION
Roport Number One
INSURED:
LOSS LOCATION:
Granlta City, {iBnwois
DATE OF LOSS: September 11, 2002
. GLAIM NC: 029534156
EFI FILE NCx: ~ 94508-04392
Repott Data: Saptember 3, 2002
Prepared For: Progreasive
4 City Place Drive; Suite 200
Saint Louix, Missouri 63144
Attention: Mr. Scoit Adalson

THIS REPORT FURNIBHED AS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL TO ADDRESSEE
RELEASE TO ANY OTHER COMPANY, COMCERN, OR IMNVIDWIAL 15 SOLEL Y THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF ADDRESSEE




nourec: N
[nsurad: Date: September 26, 2002

ASSIGNMENT:
Assigrimeni Recaived: Septernber 18, 2002
Investigation Cemmencead: September 18, 2002
Investigation Completed: September 23, 2002
ENCLOSURES:
1. Vehicle Fire Examinaticn Report
2. 44 Color Photographsa
3 Photograph |dentification Sheat
4 Sunirup Foed Invoice #110688

-5 MHTSA Rocak Summary $#00V231000
6. 1 diagram with color overfays
7. All photograph negatives
. Additional Materiala Envelope

Neither EFi nor | refain poasassion of any fie phatngraphs, phatograib
negalives, or videos.

PRESENT DURING SCENE EXAMINATION:

Present during part of the scene examination was Investigator Brian YWalsh with
Enginearing and Fire investigatdons and varous ﬁnphy‘e of 1AA,

VEHIGLE DESCRIPTION: .

Tha vehlcie was a 1997 Ford F-150 Pick Up Truck. The Vehicle Identificafion
Number was 1FTDX 1 866V Hc odometer reading was 85352 mies.
There was no licensa plate on the vehicle.




8450804
Insured: Date: Saptembar 28, 2002

ALTERATIONS TO THE REMAINS OF THE VEHICLE CONSISTED OF:

Alterations consisted of the replacement of the frant driver slde fire with the spare
and damage ta the epging hood laich caused by forced entry. Thesa allerations
did not prevent an accumate determination of the fire cause.

VYEHICLE SECURITY:
The vehicle was nat secure at the me of the ﬂ‘m

The frant driver and paxsenger side doory were closed but not lacked at the time
of the fira. The driver side windaw was in the down position while the passenger
side window was up. The key was in the ignition switch and the steering wheel
was locked.

Forced antry was meds by firefighters on the engine hood latch. Ne other forced
antry was notad on the vehicis.

Accesearies ware coneistont with a vehicls of that typa. No evidence of a
callision event was obearvad on the wehicle,

FIRE DAMAGETRAVEL:

Araas damaged by fire included the engine compartment and the front driver side
windshield. Localized burning was obzerved an the angine hood cover
Immediataly in front of the driver side windshield, resulfing in a complate burn-
through of the metal hood matersl. Bum patfems ravaalad fire extended aut from
this kocation over the windshield glass, causing it to crack and leaving heavy
deposits of spot on the axfarior glass suface.

Fire was contained inside the engine comparimeat and the front driver side
wheel well. Tha fire spraad atonp the firewall at tha back of the angine
compartmant but did not access the Interlar passenger comparment of the
vehicle.

Fire vanted through the enhgine hood cover on the diiver side of tha wehicle. No
ather area or point of fire venting waa noted on the exterior or inkarior of the fruck.

Thera was no fire damage abserved inside the passengar compartmant. Nothing
was found to indicate the fira arginated at a squrce from the interior or cargo hed
of the vehicla.

The fual tank remained intact and Lhere wais na evidance of ruptura or puncture.
The underside of tha vehicle revealed no indication of fire expoaure.




' 84508-0
o insuroc S Cata: Septombser 25, 2002

Inside the anginz compariment, the wiring harness, battery and fuse panel were
severely damaged from heat and fire exposure. Close examination found all the
electrical kems in the engine compariment wen: damegad from an extemal fire
saurce and ne indicatars associated with an slectrical event ware natad.

é YEHICLE SCENE OBSERVATIONS

The fiee originated in the area of the bralee fluid reservoirs. The heaviest amount
of fire damage, a complete burn-through of the metal engine hood cover and a
bum pattem on the exterior of the front windshield placa the origin of fire in this
apacific area.

: Fira apraad along the firewall at the back and eventually travelad towerd the front
H' of the engine compartment. All iema in the path of fire traval were damaged from
1 an axternal fire ssurce and no offwr points or araas of fire onigin were found.

: Near the comter of the engine compartment and at ena skde of the araa of arigin
i were the damaged remains of two flaxibla fuel Bna hoses. Subaequent
Investigation rovealed Ford Motor Company lesued a recal on 1997 F-180's
stating thess flexible Anes wera sussaptible to fuef leaks. Cwner notification of
this recall began on October 27, 2000.

: Subgequent investigation also revealed the vehicle was serviced at a local Ford
. dealerehip on August 27, 2002 The dealership invoice Indicater satvice was
: performed on the fuel induction system.

: Subsaquent Investigation determined the vehicta had not been in operation for

several hours priar ta heing driven approximataly ena-eighth of a mila and then

parked again oely minuiges hefore the fire was discovared. Engine and exhausat

1 parts nomally hieated during continuous operation of the vehlcle did not, In this
instance, have tima to reach elevatad temparatures needed 10 ignite combustible
or flammahle matedals focated in the araa of fire ongin.

i ' The beake fluid reservoirs and the: combustile brake fkuld served as the primary
: C fued load and produced elevated temperatures great enough to bum completely
through the metal matedal of the englna hood cover. Ignilion and rapid
, cambustion of the reservoirs and thair fluid contents could anly have been
1’ achieved through the introduction of encther ignitable liquid source.

A smzll, pressurized fuel leak from the nearby fiesdble fuel hosas sprayed a miat
] of gasoline onte the brake reservairs, whils tie slectrical system of the vehicle
served as the ignilion source for the gasoline vapors.
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Insu Data: Ssplamber 256, 2002

Once ignition of the gasoline vapors was accomplished, the combustible
matarials and fluld of the braka reservolrs began to bum rapidly, produging
enough localized direct heat to bum through the metal of the eagine hood cover.

INVESTIGATION:

gty s o
wife. 3he said that on September 1, TOWE +]

truck approximataly one-eighth of a milke from a neighbor’s house and parked it in
the driveway of their homa.

B - o the fouss for lunch and after a shart while be heard
loud noises coming from the driveway. said her husband went
outside and discoverad thara was a fi hia trugk.

asid Suntrup Ford in Kirkwood, Missouri sarviced the wehicle
on August 27, 2002. She said they tiave bean teking the truck to Sunirup Ford for
eavaral yaare prior to the fire and was pleasad with thair work.
did not know if the services performed on August 27, 2002 confributed Eo the
cauas of the fire.

According mmm have been more than one recall issued by
Ford on this parbicular year and model of vehicke. She beliaved all the recalis har
hushand recaived ware comactad priar to the fire.

DETERMINATION OF CALISE AND ORIGIN:

This is an accldental fire,
The fire originated inside tha engine camparment at the hreke fuid rossrvairs.

Evklance available to establish exlgin include localized fire damage on the englne
haod cover; bum pattern on tha windzhiald directly behind the localized fins
damage on the engine haod cover; heaviast amount of fie deamape inslde the
englne compartmeant was kcated at the brake fuld reservoirs; burn pattems
inside the engine compartment revealed fire spnead from the area of the brake
fluid reservoirs; ellminalion of alectical firs causes; aEmination of all other
accidental fire causes including smoking nraterials. natural phanomencn and a
collision avent.

Tha fire was conalstent with ﬂ're commen charactenstics of a pressurized
ignitable liquid leak.




2450804392

In:umd:_ Date: Septambar 28, 2002
COMMENTS:

At the time of this m not avallabla to be interviowed.

| wilf cantinue effarts to nd submit my finding= in a Later
repart.

Per your insfructions of August 23, 2002 ry fike will remain open pending review
of thia repert.

Shoukd you have any questions or comments please feed free to contact me at
any time.

Thamas B. Evans, GFi
Fxe Investigator

Enginsaring & Fire Investigations
417-832-0276 or BO0-653-2085

TE/ple

Endc.

DD-10f30/M2

Rerviewed Dy. ; Dateyf 2 /-0 >
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State Farm Insurance Companies

Iﬂ'll'l-l-'"l

Subiragadon Depargmant
Foat Offce Box 100051
hpri_]_ 25, 2002 Dealustin, Gyl 30096 9381

FORDY MOTOR OO0

PARKLANE TOWERS WEST SUITE 400
3 PARKLAME BLWVD

Daarborn, MI 4812&-31%68

RE: Claim Number: JHRNNGTNEE

Date of Loss: January 2, 2003
Our Inaursd:

Dear Sir:

Thia Stata Farm inaured 1957 Ford F150 wae involved in a8 fire. He
pettlad a claim with our insured in the amount of $13560.00,
which includes opr insured’s deductible. Our investigation
rovealaed tha cauvse of the lossg was due to failure of the bralke
praaaure switch. The avidenca iz being held for your inspection.
Pleasa coneider this letter as our demand to Ford for
reimburdement of $11316.50

have any questiona, pleaae call me at the numbsr below.
L

J0 Lewis

claiir Representative

(774) 41a-3252

1-BEE-T726-4787 {Outmide Matrso Atlanta)} -

State Farm Mutual Automoblle Insurance Company vﬁ
%

_ x\m\iﬁb /
YA
g " {b\ {\:\D(
S/ 4X
T
v\
/

HAOMWE GFACER: BLOGKINATON, 1 TNOIS 817100001




Gnnmlhnn Service

APR £ iy
1184 Wind Hill Lana =
Marlatfa, Ga. 30064 2 = e
Telaphone / Fax (770} $26-6173 T =
or Toff Froe (B77) 328-3385 [ ar—
wiww.yveliicleinvestigalor.com o .
April 7, 2003 T
Johnny Lewis
State Farm Insurance Company
113560 Johns Creek Parkway
Duluth, GA 30058 .
Ra: - Fireloss i
Transportation Technology No. : 23018
Claim No#¥
Cwner:
Dear Mr. Lowia:

Enclosed ara the report and invoice for aubject investigation. Please contact me f
you have any questions or nead further assistance.

Thank you again for the oppartunity to assist yau.

E!nm‘rnly, ’

Michasl E. Eragnock

ERDS—0@5-LC-2488
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Consulting Sarvice

Iransportation Teclnology

1184 Wind Hilf Lane
Marietta, Ga. 30064

Telephone / Fax (770) 426-8173
o ToR Frag {877) 325-3385
www.vahicleinvestigator.com

1.0 ASSIGNMNMENT
1.1 Client: State Farm Insurance Company

1.2 Suhject 1957 Fard F-150 Extended Cab
Ser# 1FTDX1284vIEEE
Mlleage: 134,714

1.3 Locafion: Verastar Salvage Disposal
Oak Ridge Raad
Tifton, Georgla

1.4 Purpose: Determine cause of fire.

1.5 Date af inapscfion: February 19 &.March 31, 2003

2.0 Participating Personnel
21 lnvestigator: Michael E. Bresnock- Consultant
Transpartation Technology


















































































IN THE STATE COURT OF COBB COUNTY, GEIRGIA, CIVIL ACTION #
FLAIMNTIEF:

% 2003A

V3

DEFENDANT : Fford Motor Company (7/77 } /
COMDLAINT FOR TORT OF NEGLIGEMCE {PRODUCT LIABELIFY] ’

STATEMENT OF FACTS

COUNT I

Fire Casualty Company (bereinafter referred to as "Plainklff%) files
this Complaint for damadges agalnst Defendant Ford Motor Company, and
raspactfully showa the Court as follows;

1. Cefendant Ford Moicr Company {herainafter rafarrad to as <
"Defandank®) 13 a foreigh proflt busineas corporation registaraﬂ‘tn da:
business in the State of Geargla, Sald Defendant may be served with .
proceds through its registered agent in the State of Geocrgia Ro-wik:
Corporation Process Company, 180 Cherokese Sktrest, MW.E., Har1etta,5ﬂq§ﬁ4
County, Gecrgia 20064, R

I'u ‘.

-

J

2., Defendant designed, tested, manufacturad, assemblmf a

. inapected, marketed, distributed and warranted a 1997 Ford F-150 ¥LT -
2WD Short Bed Ext Cab, VIN: lFTDxlTII'DFD-I,'heremafter *gald u}“’y’

product #1%}) pricr to July 17, 240G2.

k]|
VoA

3. . [hereinafter *Plalntiff’s Tnsurad #l)
purchased sald produck in the stream of interstate commerce prclor to
July 17, 2002, '

4. Thereafter, Plaintiff’s Inaured ¥l usad said product #1 For
its intandad purpase without abuse and without modification.

5. On or about July 17, 2002, a fire origlnated at the lefk rear
upper laval of the engine compariment of sald product #1 doa to &
failed cruise control brake pressure awitch (hereinafter *defackive
part #1).,

6. AS a reasnlt of the'casualty deacribed in the previous
paragraph, =aid product #1, awned by Plainbtiff'a Insured #l, was

ERDS-285-L.C-2518







COMMT IX

11. Plaintiff herein ipcorporates by reference the allegations
contained in paragraphs 1 through 12 as if set forth herein.

14. Defendant deslgned, tested, manufactpred, aszzembled,
inapected, marketed, distributad ang warranted a 1997 Ford F-150 XLT
4WD Short Bed Ext Cab, vii: 1FTDX1364VNJJS (hereinafter *said
product B2®) prior to January 9, 2003,

15. | ‘hereinafter “Plaintiff's Insured #2) purchased
sald product #2 in the stream of intarstate commerce prior Lo Janvatry
9, 2003.

15. Thermafter, Plaintifffa Inaucred ¥2 used =sald product #2 for
its intended purpoaa withent abkuae and withont mndifileation.

17. on or about January 9, 2003, 2 Elre orlginated at the
location occupled by tha brake presgsure switch of aald product #2 due
te a falled cruise control brake prassure mwitch (herainaftar
*defective part #2).

18. A3 a resnlt of the casualty dascribed in the previous
paragraph, =ald product #2, owned by Plaintiff s Insured #2, wa=z
damaged in the amount of %12,560.00 {salvage is undetermined).

19. Subeaquent investigaticn revealed that Defendant had
neqligantly dealgned; negligently tesated; negligently manufactured,
negligently assembled; negligently inspected; negligently marketed;
negligently distributed sald product B2 in a defectiva condition at
the time of firet distribution and sale for use.

20. Subszaquent investigat{ion revealed that Dafendant's
negligence deacribed in the previcus paragraph was the proximate cause

of the casualty deacribad abhove and of tha damages describaed abowa.

21. BAm a result, Defendant is llable as tort feasor in the













