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causeno. Q -slei- DS H ——— OO __M
_ §  INTHEDSTRICTCOURTOF  MAR 14 2803
§
Ve g HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS OMAR GUERRERD, CLEAK
Jigtdct Courts. Hidalga County
FORD MOTOR COMPANY, TEXAS g A
INSTRUMENTS, INC.. E.l., and FAYNE MOTGRS Wl b e e ERULY
ING. dib'a WESLACO FORD-MERCURY and ?SCI
WESLACO MOTCRS g JUOICIAL DISTRICT
P DRIGINAL PETITION

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

COMES NOW, Flalntifis, _mmnhh*ng of Fard Mator Company ("Ford™), Texas
Irstrummients, Inc. (“TI7} Payne Motora nc. d/b/a Weslaco Ford-Mercury and Weslaco Motors (*Payna’) and Waslaco
Mators and would shaw unto the coun as lolows:

1. Parties & Vanue:

Plaintts | <= from Hidalge County, Texas.

Defendant, Ford Motor Company, Is a Delaware Comoration with its principal place of buginess in
iichigan and may be sarved with process, by certified mail, retum recsipt raquested, by sarving its registered
agens, Ct Corp System, 350 M, 5t Paul Sirest, Dallas, Texas 75201

Defandant, Texas Inctruments, InG., i doing business In Taxas and may be sarved with procass, by cerlifed
mall, relum receipt requested, by serving its reqlstered agent, Richard J. Agnich, 7838 Church Hill Way, M3 3339,
Dallas, T 75251,

Defendant, Pavne Molors Ing dibia Waslacs Ford-Mercury and Waslaca Molors, may ba satved with process,
by ceritfied mall, retum recedpt requested, by serving 5 mgisterad agent, E. M. Payne, 2401 £ Expressway 83,
Weslaco, Texas 78596

Venue is proper in Hidalge Counly, Texas becausa the Plainffs reside in Hidalgd County, all - part of the
conduct complained of herein Yook place In Hidaigo County, Taxas, and hecause at leas] one Defendant conducts

busineas thena.
2. Diccavary Contrel Plan

The Piaintiffs mova the court ko enter a déscovery control plan purguantto TRCE §190.4 which includes two setg
of nterogatonies of no mone than 30 written Interregatories, excluding nemogatorias axking a party ool to identify or
1

ERD3-029-LC-1408



authenticale spaclic documents. Phintiffs whl submit & proposed dscovery confrok plen afier conversing with

Datendanls’' counssl.
3 Facts and Background

Paintits, | surchesed a 1957 Font F-150 4k tarsht pick up ik (VIN

1menawm-]mpaymmmmmmmmwmmmewmmadm
apaad cantrol deactivation switch, manufastured and marketed by T3 _

On ar about November 28, 2004 atked bis F-150 in is diveay a his 4delgo County reskdence
==\, Toe5. The defectiva speed coniral deaciivaion swikch ether solely ori combination
with the "KAPTON," and/or other defective alectrical components, wiring andfor cincukts on tha vehiclks, was the ignition
sowice for the Mes which originaiad in e vahicle and consumed Plaintiffs' valicle and damaged Plaintifis’ msiderce.

4, Negligence
The Defendants were negligantinone or more afthe fallowing particslars andsuch negligance was a proximale

case of Pintite' damages:

As to Defendants, Ford. T, and Favne:
a. In failing to lmety and propedy notify Plaintifs of the defedtive condiition of their
vahicla;

b in failing to remady the defecive condition;

c. In faillng & advise authoized Fond dealerships to remedy the dsfective condition;

d. In failing to property maonitor and locata vehicke registrations to iendlfy and locale
clistomers, such a5 Plaintiffs, who onm defacive vehicles;

. Infailing ko adviea Plaintifie’ not to park the automobile in 2 garage, carportor fems
capable of catching fins;

f, I manufacturing and distrbufing FieinGs’ vehicle without comecting defects;

g Intailing ko odequately investigats fires occurming in the subject vehicks line which
Includad & simitar causa and ongin of the firsa in question;

h In failing to instituta a timely or effective vehicls recall campaign;

l. By naglgﬁnﬂy designing the electdcal circuil which controts the vehicles' cruise
control
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By designing an electrical circuit that supplies conkinuous eleciricak power Lo the
speed coniral switch when the vehicle Is parked, net running with the ignition key
off, thereby providing ar igritien source for the fire;

By faling to provide adequate enginaering design spacilicalions o 71 concaming
the aumber of cycles ihe speed contml deaclivation switeh would encourtar over
the subject vehicles' foreseeabla fie. Additionally, Fond failed to consider or
provide switch cycla dafa created by the vehicles' antidock brake, suspension
lewefing and traction conirol systems;

By failing 4o provide adequale angineering design specifications to Ti;

By fallng + Include 2n adaquate electrizal cument kmiting devica i the elacricsl
circull which aupplies power bo the swiich;

By instifuling an unreasonable date of production to achieve “Job One;”

in failing 1o adequately manufackure, nvestigat, enginear andfor test the spead
control swiich prior to dhssibution ta Ford for ncluslan irto the subjact vehicles,
In giling to dezign a spesd contral swilch which does nat alliow the intrusion of
coRosie substances in contact with the alectrical components of the swileh;

In failing 0 kest tha speed contrl switch prior bo distribution bassd on fvesesahis
slaclical, themal, cycfical, and envimnmental conditions the switch would
encaunter during the expacied lifa of the vehicle and/or speed conirl swich;

In failing io consider previous failure andfar engineering probieens assoctated with
the use of "KAPTON,” in simiar hydraulic pressure swilkches where chemical
MMthm.mmMumuwhﬂﬂ
considaned during the dealign, manufacture andfor marketing of the spesd conrol
deattivation swich installed on Plaimiffs' vehicies;

i faifing ta advise Ford andfoc the Falnifis tat “UARTON,” Esllums had cccuned
in pthes simitary designed pressune swikhes;

in sulying andfor distritaling defective comgonents for instaliation in vehicles
auch a8 Plainifa withcul carrecting such dafacts;
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. By falling to dasign and mantaciune the switch wilh elecirizal components which
wotlid not comode and cause an elecical short and fire; and
Y. In such other respects as may be shawn by the discovery or atifal.
5. Breach of Warranty bstween Tl and Ford
Tibrazched its warranty io Ford te supply & speed conlrol daacfivation switch {SCDS) that complied with Ford
enginesning specifications. The switches supplied wer nat merchartable, not fit for the purpose interded, and did not

comply with the sales agresment betwaen Ford and T\, T1 hirsached the implied waranty of merchantability (UGG §
2.344] sinca the SCDS In quezkon lagked, corroded and caught on fire. Tl breached the Impled warranty of fMness for
particular purpose (UGG § 2,315}, since Ford reliad on T1's skl and jigment to salect ar fumish suitabls goods, which
tumed out to be nadenuere and unsuitable for tha engineering spactiication for $he vehicla which resulled in the SCDS
leaking, cormding and catehing on fire,

Flalntiffa are thid-party beneficiarias of the warranties made between 71 and Ford. T's breach of one or mape
of these wamanties were a proximate cause of the Phintiffs' damages (UCC 2 715] for which Plainiifls sue T). The
discovery of Tl'a breach of thess warranties ocowred t the e of the fire in quession,

6. Gross Negligence

The Plalntifts’ resuing damages, injuries and losses were caused by the gross negigenca, frawd and malice
of the Defendants. The conduct of Defandants Ford and T1 canstiwkes gross negiigance, freud and malice a3 those
teemes are undarstood under Taxas law and =5 defined by Section 41.004 Tax, Clv, Prac. and Rem. Code, n that it
consthuted a conscious ndiferance fo the nghts end weifar of persons affected by K. The Defendants' fraud and deceit
will, in ane way, be shown by Ford's and Tls spoliation of gvidenca thal has been uncoversed diing the course of this
lavwsyit Mammmhmrmﬂawdmmmm.Fmda'ldTIasamﬂ.itnf-ﬂ'Ieir
grosa nogligence, fraud, deceit and malce.  Pleintifa (ntend to show ihat the factors the jury may consider in
detemining the amotnt of exazmpkary damages which should he awarded inlude *
the rafure of tha wiong commitied by Ford and TI;
the characterof Fond's and Trs conduct;
the degree of culpabilty of Ford and T;
the situation and zensibities of the parties concamed; end
the sxtant to which Fond's and T1's conduct oflends a public sense of justice and propriety.

o o R e

4
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The Plalntiffs beleve that exemplary damagea should not exceed Thres Milion Daflars ($3,000.000.00).
7. Damagas
Platifls woutd shaw that their damages, injuriss and/oe lossas am wilhin the jurisdictional imits of this Courl,
and knchwde properly damages, loss af their vehicie(s), hame, home contents, loas of uss of vahicle and home, mental
anguish, casts & repair o raplace thel propesty, and any other consequental damages foreseeably arising Fom the
incident in question.

Plaintiffs wout show that they are entilled & reasonable and necessary altamey f2es and costs of prosecuting

this mater,

Plaintiffs would show that they are entiied 19 pre-judgment and postiudgemeant interast af the maamum rate

Allowed by law.
RECUEST FOR RELIEF

(a) Piaintifs request that Ceferdants be cited acconding 0 law to appaar and answsr;

%) Pialiis demend Jadgment against Defendants for ol actual damages wilin the jrisdicional mits
af the Court and for altomeyy' fees, and 4 atshitery additional [or axemplary] damages as set forth
abave, costs of court, and prefudgment ard post judgrent inferest at the highest Lawhil rates;

&) Plaintiffs atnn ask for sush other milef ¥ which they may be enditiad

E” 3) 237-8383
ax (713) 2378385

EROS-DS-1C-1512






P3aes5y COPY

CAUSENO
I X INTHECOUNTY COURT
INSURANCE .
C' cl C'Lq #4
V5. ) ). AT LAW NO.
FORD MOTOR COMPANY X HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

I. Pleintiff intends to conduct discovery under Level 1 of Texas Rule of Civil
Procedure 190.2 because this suit involves only monstary relief aggregating not more
than 350,000, excluding court costs, prejudgment interest, anl attorney foes.

B. Partics

e "
Texas anxd whoae Dallas, T .

1. Du&ndamuFurﬂMuerumpmyamrpmmdmnghusmsmTemwhnag
agﬂlﬁ:rmmnCTCorpntmnSystumandtheregmn'edamlsﬂﬁﬂ St!‘ag

Duallas, Texas 75201

.J_i},l

LY

€. Jurisdiction ST

4. Thmummﬂ:rdmagmundu!l]llﬁ??mﬂthemmmmmmﬁt
case

ng}gﬁ_ .;. I:!_.
'Eﬁﬁ WL

0. Venue

S. The court hay veme dus to a negligent act ocouming in the city of La Porte,
Harria County, Texas

E. Facis
6. Plaintiff is an insurance general agency and carried an sutamobile policy on the
auto of Marley O, and Emma Garcis. The auto dsmages when the vehicle was parked in

the garage of the inaged and suddenly caught an fire at the home of the insured in La
Porte Texas on or shout Jymary 10 2005

EReS-205-LC-1413



The defendant is the mamfacture of the vehicle which was and is a 1999 Ford
Expadition. The cause of the damages is dus t0 a manufachusing and design flaw which
caused the vehicle to catch on fire. The fire occurred in the cruise controd or near the
cruise control and appears to be the types of problem that the defendant has issued recall
notices on. The defendant was pegligent in the manuficturing of the vehicle and the
defendant’s negligence is the proximate cause of the damages hecein stated.

E_Damages
8 Phaintiff seeks liquidated damages in the amount of at least $13,215.97.
. Diaclogare

9. Plaintiff seeks disclomre inder 194.2 and all its subparts of the Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure which shall be answered 30 days after the service upon the defendant.

H. Frayer

10. For thete reasons, plaiotiff asks that defendant be cited to appear and answer
and, on final trigl, that plaintiff have judgment against defondant for $13,215.97,

judgment imborest and cost.
Respectfutly Submirted,
y
D. Moore
Plaintiff

Stnte Bar No. 14327000
Pogt Office Box 318013
Dallas, Texas 75233
Tele: 214 369 1090

Fax: 972 355 2379
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mmmnr'mns

O FORD Hﬂ!ﬂl COMEPANY
CT CORPDRATION SYSTEM
35} ¥. ST. PAUL STREET :
DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS ﬂl

- Dun.ﬂ ;
DEFENDANT, in the Rerainafter styled and mumbered caumg: | ¥ \“

- mummnnmmmmmamnmmmun'rufmd.inacmm
Paxas, to bs bald at tha Conrthousa of anid County, in the CITY OF HOMDO, MEDINA COUN

TERAS , by #iling a written anawsr ko

R

the paetition of plainti¥f¥ at or bafora 10 o'clock A.M. of the Mondsy next afrer 1
sxpiration af 20 days aftar the dabe of sarvica haraof, & copy of which adcompanias
citation, im

-

| CAUSE No.__ 05-01-17211-C¥ _
* “grviED,_ VIRE IRSURANCE EXCHANGE AS SUERUCEE OF SCOTT HOWARD N
e FORD MOTOR COMPANY - . | berxioal
t.‘:Llad. in mmid court on the 10TH day of TANFANY ~ . 2005 .

BUSSELL E. LITTLE

Plaintiff ia repyesentad by
whose wddress is 11211 EATY FREEWAY, SUXIE 8i0

HOUSTOR, TEXKAE 77079

ISBUED AMD CIVEM INMDER MY HAMD AND HEAL of said Comrk at offica, in

Hondes, Taxas this the ILTH day of JANUARY S, 2005 .

M. EVA S0TO
M. EVA S0T0, DISTRICT CLERX,

MEDINA COUNTY, TEXAS
MEDIMA COUNTY COURTEOUSE, ROCM 209
nmno, TEXAS 70861

By_ _(IJ.EK.‘!L.(_M—“\ i : __ Deputy

*u.***-u-**u**i**_***i*ﬂm***{u******‘**********+****ti*#***u*ﬂ-iﬂr**ﬂ*****
¥OU EAVE BEER AUPD. TYOU MAY EMPLOY AN ATTORNEY. IF YOU OR YOUR ATTORNEY
DO NOT FILE A WRITTEM ANSWER WITE THE CLERK WHO ISS0ED THIS CITATION BY
10:00 O'CLOCK A.M. ON TEE MONDAY MEXT FOLLOWING TEE EXPIRATION OF THENTY
- DAX3 AFTER YOU WERE SERVED THIS CITATION AND PETITION, A DEFAULT mmmn

MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST ¥YOU.
***!nHr***#*********i*#************i**ﬁ AR R kbR Rk kR b A bt s P

COPY e







NOW INTO COURT, trough endersigned coassl, con S
r——EEEE

L
By amra/ding Parigyeph 6 of is otigical Patition for Dursage 1o reed ag llves:
5
Food Mot Company is labic unbe patitionars o ull demagrs adl Exth berein s based.
upon infrmution and beliof whills the cagine, wan sl off, power coatimicd to flow 1 the comise
oxiral soritch, caoring @ ta shors circust, and ctard e fre."
I
By aing Paragreph . of it ariginal Pattion for Damages ko resd an follows:
"6
Dus b Fovd's Ealhure i propely design the orulae contral switches and propedy
manifcuring the mechanissy st shts ofF the spaad confrol device the Gre coaamed & the
1947 Fard F-150 vebicls cwed by Timothy Thempsoa.™

Im.
Fulﬂqn: peitovatcs Al ﬂupﬁnunfhmmbypﬂiumhﬂn:

. PETITIONERS PRAY, tiat #in First Snpplzmental and Amending

fl‘dﬁuﬂﬂﬁhﬂ'upn;di:rnﬂtnmwihhw s that dofondlints e served and

L

aited tor gppear anil wnwer mine, mmmmmpwaum had, there be
Jmhmmmmdpmmwd@ﬂmhmm Tor all rny dus 2
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paayed e, Wpothor with laysl intarst thermon fm e date of jodicis] denend wntil paid, ud foc
sl caris of thees proossdings
Pompectfulty abmitied,

ARMOUR LAW FIEM
(A Lipiind Lishility Conyaayt

Bagita Prstt-Armee
1744 Jacknnh Sieeet
P O.Bor 710

iz, Lowksiana 71301
(318) 4426611
(318) 447-4719 - Bk
L.t €t. Ror Rall #21827

Aty foc Stie Finn Mahml Amtimobils orsico Cimpaiy

AL AND AMENDITN:

ERDS-008-L £-1417




CIVIL SUTT NUMBER: 2004874
B
VERIDS PARIGH OF MOREHOTISE
FOED MOTOR COMPANY STATE OF LOUTSTANA
ORDER

COMSIDERING THE FOREGOING, it in

ORDEAED tirat the Farst Supplaniontal ad Amemding Petzfo af Soate Farme: Mutml
Antomdhilo Insarsnoe Company o Alad and seresd 2a prayed for od 10 wectod nce with Liv.

Hantyop, Loutsiens, this  dayof

&b JUDICIAL DIFTRICT UDGE

R
. -

S
L | 4
'




CIVIL SUIT NUMBER
Ak JUDKIAL DISTRICT ;’::\IUET
P e
— e == .
versus LTH &1 PARISH OF MOREHOUSE LE
FORD MOTOR COMPANY STATE OF LOINSIANA "':Jﬂ k=
PE RD Z § z;

e peiion o [
-I'm'nip ingurance corporstion apthoriosd to do and doing butiness i the
Simte of Louisiann, with rsspect represents:
1.
Mads defendant beveant i Ford Molér Comlpdy, & foreign corporalion, who
may be served through its egend for service: of process, CT Corporslion. Systems, 8550

I United Piaza Blvd_, Buson Rouge, Lovisiena.

.3
Defondart i jusly and truly jndeblad unto pedbionss for soch oo ag ane
easoriable in the premiges, Lgether with legal interesl Rom date of judiciai demand winil
paid, pnd for all caate of thews procscdings.
1
o or sbont Desember 29, 2003 | -2 cveeioa = 1997 Ford
F-130 pickup fhal wat manufsctired by defendant, Ford Molor Company. -
-rmmdinmm:pnmam 17 Fopd F-150 nexr his home when the
vehicle coughl s, causipg R ot bogs 1o the vehicle. in Morehonse Farish, Lovisizoa
4.

A3 a divect reault of Ure above described fice, me- venicle was rencered
7 total boss

5.

The cause of the aforemontioned fire was latert andfor hidden mome sciring

defects thal exisied nl the fime of 1he purchaas n-

LioELD I SECTION 2.

ER8S-Pom-1 r- 1410




. &

Faurl Motor Company is lable ot petitioners for all danoges ze1 forth hemin 25
mm“mummmmmmw hacouis degEpn
defacds counsd haal fiom slacircal shap-cincuit wring Lo geeor.

1.

Tha abwoves desatibed defecie sre alen redhibilony wmd are te reanlt of defacts that
v remcierad the vehicle usalois, dr its i 50 inpomverGen, Gt it most be pressmed
I - ot bave purchesed e vehicle if the had known of the
defiecis at the lime of the ke thereo

g

_ wiik noither awars of 1be defecis existing & the ome of the

gale of the subject vehicis, nor shoudd hs have teen premnmed 1o discover such defix ax

. & resoreth by pradenl hiryer

Az the munufacturer, Ferd Molor Company hax scual koowledpe ol rhe

2.

redhibitery defects and ik not entitded in notice and oppoTiunity 1o repr said defects,
which in this case i5 imipassible due the nature of Lhe gy snoamed
m
I violion of the warrsnty paminn redbibilory deafacts. Ford Moter Conmany
causad the dumage or mjuies somphiimed of bereta, both lepaily 20d in Rz,
' il
AL zll Hme pertinsnt horelo, there was in Rl force wod effcct w policy of
immimnce, issusd by Stuc Farn: Muimal Awomobile Insursnce Company in fnor of
I +-vicins covcrge for sch demges as suataied by rh:-
vehichs and, = l['.ﬂ'lll of such conticindl commidmeni, Stele Prm Mulusl Auiomobik
Insurance Commpny pd 'I:n—t rerigin gms umder the comprehendve
provisions of aai insuznce policy, said amount being the walue of o [ G
vehick:  State Farm Muwa Automobile narince Company i3 therefore ogelly.

contractiually and conventionally subrogated o The rights of its insmed.

ERS3-008-LC-1420




11

-

Petitioner rouks en dward jusl and adequouis undsr the premicss Bersim however,

the amount Evught is below the joriedictionel Timits eqoired for o sl by jory.

That thin pafition be Gled and tho tha defendont be servad with 3 copy of am=
a0 cited (p appemy and wwrwver 30d petiton within the dalays allowed by law;

2} That after ial be H thers be |ﬂ rendered hereln In favar of ﬁim‘!‘t’,

, and

agaimsl dfaident, FORD MOTOR COMPANTY, for ol sums dus in the premises,
togather wilh Jagal interest oo all eoms from date of judiciat demand until pajl,
and for ell costs of thess proceedings. ind

kY] For all onders naceszry and proper in the premizes, and for full, geweral ond
caquilshlc relick

Reapectiolly sulmitted,

ARMOUR LAW FIRM
(A Linvioed Tinhidine £ompany}

e T

Bowita Presett’ Armoor

1744 Feckmmn Sirexd
P.O.Boa 710

Alerandrin, Louledoma #1304
{313) 2425611

(318) 4424719 - fax

Ea Sup,Ct. Par Rall #21527

Aty for Strie Farm Mirtusl Actomehile Bsurancs Compay
FLEACE SERYE:

Ford Matar Csmpany

CT Corporation Sysiems
5350 Lnitad Fiazen Blwd.
Baton Rougs, Louintame




CIVIL SLAT NUMBER

J'- E

versus XU -4 PARISH OF MOREHOUSE Y i —
FORD MOTOR COMPANY STATE OF LOUISIANA z :
REQUEST FOR NOTICE . AE

In accordance with the provisions of the Logisians Code of Civil Procadurs yeu ars
herety requested 1o give us wrillen notice, by mail, ten {10} day= in advnce of the dale Axed (or
iral of thia oass, whether b cxceptinms, rales of the merits thersaf '

In sccordance with the provisions of the Lomisiana Code of Civil Procedure, you ame dlsu

requested 10 g us immadinte notice of any order of judgment made or cendered iv this e,

upon celry of sich onder of dgment

Reapeerfolly sobraitled,

muw%
uumuT}

Bomh Froult-Aormpur

1 744 Jackeon Sirest

PO Bax 710

Alwvindria, Lounsizna 71309
(18] 2426611
LaSup.Ct. Har Boll #21527

Alorneys For Stale Farn Mutnal Autematnke
Lreanance Comnpany

ERD5-008-LC~1422




. TR s 'Hrll,
: AR

ARMOUR

LAW Firm
Bosits Praseti-Arowur {A LimYad Liakility Compeny) Telaphont: (319) 443-6511
Rabecen T. Boyett d Facelwible: G125} 442-4719
Mikyme Holt Brown 1744 Fackown Srest Tell Free: §TT-442-£611
Allixea N. Benult Abaxandria, Louisbase 71561 biparmanciie rponcdyw wet

P. 00 Bax TIH

Of Coammal: - Eouslalane TI289
Staey J. Mc(willin

Mr. Shawm Nerton
Ford Motor Company
Parlune Towora West
Snite 100

LA & Sh d
I

RE: Clairh Numnber
Insured
Responsible Party
DOL

" Our File . 04-268

Dear MI Horten:

mrupomtoynwumupondmdatedﬂcmbatu 2004, plme ges attached
requestad information with regards to the above referenced matter.

1. Attach statement with a complete description of the incident, including events that
accurred prior to and subacquent to the loss, A complete description of the
incident, inclnding events that occurred prior to and subscquent to the loss has
been requested and will be provided upon racsipt.

However, I have attached a copy of the repart from the City of Bastrop. ;

3, ORIGINAL COLOR PHOTOS af the vehicle’s collision/fire damage and the
alleped defective parties, foym neveral diffecent angels.
Plaintif¥ i5 mat in possession of the onginal color photos, however, L am anclosed \)(
please find color copies of photographs takea of the fire damage to the 1997

F150,



R. Attach the complete service history for the auhject vehicke, including any tune-upa

or oil changes,
A complete copy of the service history has been roquested apd will be provided

upon receipt of same. , —

Very tuly yours,

EARS-Das-l C~ 1424




RECEIVED OCT 21 XA

Offios of tha Gerversf Couriasl Ford Maior Company

Pty Forapany. West
Sule 200
Thires Parkisns Boda s
Daarbors, Michigen #9126-20608
Ocioher 14, 2004
Amanr Lew Fimy
POBCX 710
Alexandda, LA7T1309

ATTENTION: BONITA PREUETT-ARMOUR

HOVE:

Yo Clam & 260320

Doat Ma, Preuet-Amour;

Wo acknowiadgs your retanty submMed subregation claim. bn ordarte aseiEl us in ovalusdng your cledm,
we raquest thad you provide ve with the following informeadion: [Hmndaﬂﬂhﬂmﬁmwhnmgwh
the Ford manufackred vahicle.}

K 000 O =}O

g

1.

2,
3

Attach stalement with 4 complels description of the incident, incuding events that acowmed paor &
and subsaquent to tha les.

Acopy of ie polica andfor ine eport.

ORIGINAL COLOR Pmmsummmmmmmlnmmm

mmmmmmmummmmmmmmm

mmmmdﬂummﬂnmmmmm
Attach a copy of your experts mpart and the experl's original pholographs.
Atach the repalr estimale, repalr order, of your total ioss worksheet for the

Sopies of drolt pavments,
Attach e complots satvice tistory for the subject vahicle, including any uns-upe o
cil changes.

Please angwar the lallowing In the spoce provided. [ you neod addifional epece, ploase usa 1he back of the

1,
1,
2
12,

What was fhe cily and stale of aceurmence: XY

Tha 17 dgtvetic Knthcaton aawtec______ NAZETEN0 70 xv <
mmlﬁmmﬂﬂiﬁﬂmnnm: T4 WA _

Wht s the aBaged defect: A0S

Hes te abeged daficiva prt een repaed orropaced? (o cne]_Yae-<-Ha- UroHmsrs




-2.
14, What s the cment ocation of the vehicle, and the aleged dofacive partls)?

TR 7 P A or modifications fhat wera made fo the vehide:

_In.iaund:.m_b&:_bﬁm;_u%fdrrl dincla, 1§ be
‘Zn_LLdLA_u;hﬁ 4 f{"'r?“.n"{‘

16 Was the angina umning? (clcla one} Yes ar Mo

17, Wers the koye in e inion? iclicloone) Yés or No

1B, Waathis vehicle pumhased now arused: _See o mgaey do WIS
H purchased ased, provide the date of purchase, misage at the &rwe of purchase, and from whem
the vehicle was purchased:_Se e & ngimeny Yo H IS

Once wa ave In recsipl of the requested irdarmation, &t wil be mviewed and you wil ba notified of cur dacision
concaming your chaky, mmmmndmmmmm mﬂmﬂlﬂymm
nutrtmmhdmpmgadﬂnuﬂwaﬂldmurh Plaaeg pote $1pd your ve 5

Pleage be adviead Hal al necessary slepa should be taken to ansure that the subjact vahids and al of it
companent pants ae makiiainad and presenved for Wal, Ford Motor Company has tha right to inepect the vettidis and
mmove and kst anty componant part thal you claim fo be deliactive, and 1o be prezentad with tha vahicie and the subject
component parka) at iha tima of trial, shewld Bigation erste fom thiz informal claim.

Flemse Nede: If you proposs to vepalr the vehicle for continued usage, cuch mpairs may not be pedormed
until efter Ford Mator Compeny has inspected tha vehicle and mmaved and tested any component part you clalm ia be
dlaokive ar advised you in Wriling that it doss not inkand o pesfarmn such irapacen andfor tsling af shis Wme. Bed even
in that even, Ford Motor Company wil inslat that all components claimed to be defective are maintained and pressnvad

forisial
Sincarely,
S
Shawn L. Natkan

Clairns Anelyst/
Litgation Asaisiart
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ZLAAG

EXGINEERING LO.

.ND CAMAGE CONSLETANTS
Dallas, Texas
Apnil 9, 2004
Stz Farm Insarance Co,
PO Box SIR08

Shreveport, LA 71135-2808

re: N v.- vi50
Fire
]
Bastrop, Lowsiana
Date of Fire: December 28, 20{13
State Fanm File No; 18-0956-142
Haag File No: 1(H0197-118/129

As you requested, we have inspected the captioned vehicle to detcrmine the origin apd cause of a
fire. Our inspaction was canducted on March 12, 2004, foliowing the original ovigin and cause
ingpection by Mr. Bo Roberis of Bo Roberts & Associates, Shreveport, Lovisiana. This initial
report covers work cooupleted to date,

This engineering report has been written for your sole use and purpose and only you have the
muthority to distritnite it to any other person, finm, or corporation. Haag Engineering Co, and its
agents apd employeess do not have and do disclaim any contractial refatiomship with, or duty or
obligation to, any party other than the addressce of this report and the principals for whom the

The invalved vehicle was a 1997 Ford Fi30 XLT, Vehicle Identification Mumber (VIN)
18TDX0 ' The vehicle was 1 hlack, automatic transmissian 3-door extended cab
pickup track eq cruise control, power sfeering, and power beakes. At the time of the
fire, the vehicls had 96,389 miles on the odometer. Th:wmchwnsmnnufncumdmﬂcpmmbar
lgﬂﬁmdwaunqmppedmdaad-ﬂhm‘i’-ﬂmglm .

addressec is acting. Only the enginesrs who zigned this document have the authority to change :_U
its contents and then only in writing to you. This repott addresses the results of work completed o
to date. Should addidonal information become avallable, we fexerve the right to amend, as -
warranted, sy of our canclugians. —
-
DESCRIPTION -
~
i
ﬁ
F
[

S

. POSTOFFICE BDX 834248 - DALLAS, TEXAS T5381-4245 WYY HARGEMGINEERING.COM
2455 McIVER LANE -+ CARROULITON TEXAS - 75006 - S72-247-6444 - FAN 972484181

ERnS-082-LC-1430



Page 2
April 9, 2004
Bastrop, Haag File: 1040197-129/118

We obtained backgmund information from Mr. Bo Roberts of Bo Rohests & Azsociates.
According to Mr, Roberts, ahout twa weeks before the fire, the owner replaced 3 braks fuge that
_bad buened out. The owner diove the valiicld o 3 Tong trip and noted that the cruise cantrol ~*
" ceased operatitig while e wea driving. He took s vehicle bome and parked it in his parage. |
About an hour and & half afier he packed it, b noted that the truck was on fire and the firc was |
cancentrated in the cngine compartment ‘on the driver's side towand the firewall, He was able to
extinguish the fire while it was still contained to the engine compartment,

INSPECTION

At the time of our inapection, the vehicle was located at CoPart Auts Auctions, 5235 Greonwood
Rond, Shreveport, Louisiana. The apparent extent of buming wes confined to the engine
compartment, primarily op the driver’s side, toward the firewall. The vehicle appeared to be
undisturbed in the bumed area. The brake master cylinder had been beavily bumed burt there
was some plastic left melied on the brake fluid continer clasest w the firewall. The switch and
asdociated wiring on the end of the master cylinder was hurned, hut mostly intact.

.Thaﬁwemmpa:hmﬁwbmedmdmv&edﬁﬁmﬂedahmimmﬂmnﬂnhmudhmwm
eguentially intact. The cruice somtrol modules forward of the fiuss box was alzo bumed moatly on
the exterior and toward the fuss box but was also primarily intact, The wiring hamess across the
top of the brake master cylinder and wiring fom the fuse box and cruiss control was burned fres
opn insulation but we found no arcing of aoy wires. A zolenoid sbowt an ioch long and 3/4 inch in
diemeter was banging by two wires from the wiring hamess. The copper on the solenoid was
slightly sooted but an o-ring on one side of the solenoid was unburned and pliable. The solenoid
appeared to have been bumad from the top and plastic dripped down. Two other wires hanging
down from the wiring hamess had contacts on the end of them. The contacts were burmed and
what appeared to be an electronic component (poasibly & resistor) was still attached to one of
them.

Wircs in the area of the fire were all intact except one of the wites on the switch at the end of the
brake master cylinder, which had broken. The opposife end of the wire was intact and had a
piece of melted aluminum oo it

The: air filter case was mostly intact and had two holes in it where the fire had bumed through the
plagtic expoging the isiterior portions. The paper. air filter inside was intact. Other rubber and
plantic components taward the top of the engine ware melted and bumed but in general, all -
componetita of the enagine could be eazily identified, with the exception of items that had becn
consumed in the immediate area of the brake master cylinder.

° . EAAG

ENHJINEERING C0.




. ; ' Page 3
F150 Apeil 9, 2004
) Haag File: 1040197-129/11%

We phothgraphed the srea of the fite odgin thoroughly and removed some of the melied hood
that bad falien into the engine compariment to ¢xpose wired and companents. We noted the
wires coming through the fircwall were intact and covered with insulation and wires soward the
front of the engine were alsa intact and covered with insulation. The primary buming was
around the raster cylindes, and on tap of the engine where secondary buming appeared to bave
occurred near ruptured fiel lines.

The remnainder of the vehicle was intact, We itwpected the: brake switch on the brake pedal in the
cab, The switch was located on the brake pedal atiached to the rod that connects the brake padal
o the master cylinder, The switch opened when the breke was relensed and closed consiztently
when the brake pedal was touched. Approximmzly 1/4 inch of brake pedal movoment oparated
the awitch. This corresponded o approximately 1/32 of an inch of movement at the switch itsel€.
We were unable to cause the switch to stick or find any malfunction of the switch or short-
ciriting of wiring around the switch.

In arler to pressrve evidence, we stabilized fragile components in the engine and [cff them in
place.

@

There have been many fires associated with the cruizse control in 1997 Ford prodocts that have 2
failure of the brake system rveported by owners in the days preceding the fire. Ususally, thogs
reports indicate that & brake light or brake light fuae had to be changed, This fire appears to have
followes thie same pattern as many fires that hava cccurred in Ford Lincoln Town Cars and other
modela. In all of these fires, the cruise control beake shutoff switch or related components have
boen suspected as the cause of the fice.

Most of the firer involying the cruise control an Foed vehicles reault in fires that consnme 8o
much of the vehicle engine, master cylinder, cruise contiol, and other affected components, that a
detsrmination of the exact eause of the fire is not possible. However, on this vehicle, with the
exception of extetior plastic burning, the entire oroies control module, beake master eylinder,
cnfge control brake switch, and other similar componeats are intact. Additionally, componenta
that are bumed are still held in place by wicing, which is fimpile, but still intact. Therefors, we
recommended that the inspection be halted until Ford could be notificd and Ford engineers could
be involved in further inspection should Ford decide to do so. We were insimcted to suspend
this inspection hased on that recommendation. Mmspucumhasthueﬁurehumsuxpcndad
pmmﬁuunnnfnﬂumm .

EWAYANG

ENGINRERING £0.

- I =<c-ovs-c-1422




. Stmts Farm Insumnce ' Page 4
Ford F150 April 9, 2004
Bastrop, LA Haag File: 1040197-129/118

ARY C USIO

Based on the background information we mceived aod our inspection, we conclude the
followiag:

t. Theorigin afthe fre is near the firewall on the driver’s gide in the engine compartment of
the pickup truck.

2. 'The cause of the fire appears to be related to a failure of the cruise control and may be
related to a burnad out brake fuse indicating a malfunction of the brake indication system
on the vehicle prior to the fire,

ADDITIONAL YROPOSED

Onr inspection was suspended pending notification of other parties. .Once the additional parties
are present, the inspection can be completed and final conclusions reached. Note that this
additional inspection will be destructive and fragile evidence must be removed and stored.

Respectfully submitted,

HAAG ENGINEERING CO,

“WM,?. V-9/4

Maﬂ:T Bahh FE.

MTB/IDS:dig

IHEINI.‘ERIHﬂ' «o.

_ ER@S-205-1.C-1432



State Farm and Casualty Company

150 Fire Photoy taken March {2, 2004
P giEna Haag File No: 1040197-118/129

PHOTOGRATH 1: Pront passenger’s side of the vehicls.

PHOTOGRAPH 2: Fromt driver's side of the vehicle.




Farm and Casualty Company
150 Fire Photos taken March 12, 2004
.Hastmp, Louisiana Haag File No: 1040197-118/129

o—— o —=- -

PHOTOGRAPH 4: Rear passengec's side of the vehicle.




State Farm and Cesualty Company
Photos taken March 12, 2004

F 150 Fire
astrop, Louisigna Haag File No: 1040197-118/129

PHOTOGRAPH 5: The vehicle identification sticker.




tate Farm and Cagualty Company
h Ford F150 Fire Photos taken March 12, 2004
. Bastrap, Louisiana Haag File No; 1040197-118/129

o SR

il S5

PHOTOGRAPH 8: Aviuwufmaapparm!uﬁgl‘nm




mmd Casuaity Company
Ford F150 Fire Phatos taken March 12, 2004
. Bastrop, Louisiana Haag File No: 104H97-118/129

PROTOGRAPH 10:  Various componenty wexe hanging from very fragile wires. We
phamgraphed them before pusching them, as the wires were veey fragile.




and Casualty Company
Fard F150 Fire Photos taken March {2, 2004
.Basnup. Louisiana Haag File No: 1040197-118/129



te Farm and Casualty Company
Ford F150 Fire
astrop, Lauisiang

Photos token Marck 12, 2064
Haag Fils No; 1040197-118/129
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State Farm Insurance Companies

Cinfigeg g JBtate Farm Bervice Center
L SEnn)A iAfiBox 52008
i Mhreveport, LA 71135
January 26, 2004

1 FB -3 AB4)
Ford Motor Company
Customer Relation fervices

PO Hox 6348
Dearborn, Mi 48121

EE: Claim Number: _

Date of Loas:

ramesty R
¥Your Inmsured: P ) i
Your File #:

Amt. Call: Spending TED 6 4 2004 !__i
Amt. Medical 5 i

Amt. Rental: 3 _ﬁ*ﬁtﬁ%‘—#—!
Deductible: $250.00

Total Sub: Spending

Dear To Whom it may concern:

We have been informed that you are the insurance carrier for the
party deslgnated ap your ingured in the caption of thia letter,
(ur inveatigation of this accident eatablighesa that your insured
wag raaponsible for this accident,

Raclosed are supporting papera to document our losas.

Ploame accept thie letter as notice of our subrogation righte and
comminlcate with us regarding your position in this matter.

8incgrely, /
wires foes

Howard Hines
Claim Repreaentative
{BOD) 325-6280

Btate Farm Mutual Automoblle Insurance Company

P.5. To expedite garvice, please upe the above claim num%er in

all written and oral correspondence. i+

w

Lom ke L"-. 13
5, L
Y
Vo

o

HOME DFACES: BLOOMINGTON, LLINOR 61710-0001 EAGS008-| £-1441
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CHAMBERLAIN ¢ MCHANEY

ATTORMEYS AT LAW

Replyio: P.C. Box 634158
Austin, Texag 727684158 San Antoalo Office:
301 Congress Ave., 21 Floor 31 Sauth St Mary'n, Suite 1915
MET:'.] £7T4.9124 l fan {m. 7 T
}E331
Fax {512) 4748582 Fax(210) 227-3934

Wrtier s Ematt; awalbornide-Ire cote /O

April 7, 2005

Shawn L. Norton Certified Mail — Retomn Receipt
Ford Marter Company MNo. 7004 11600005 6338 6989
Parklins Towers Weast, Suibe 300

Three Parkline Blvd,

Dearborn, Michigan 48126-2568

RE: Fammers Ciaim N
[ngnred:
Yaue Clamm M.
Dwate of Lors: 11430404
Amount of Losg: §11,454.86

Dear Mr. Morton:

By way of introduetion, | am an attomey retained by Famters Insurance Company to
pursus its subrogation interest in connection with the shove-referenced matter. My cliont has
informed me that ite investipation inte the [ets of the incident establishes that Ford Motor
Company, was responsible for this incident and the resulti damagutu-thicle.The
amaunt of loss above reflects property damage vehicle and includes a deductible.

It is my understanding that your investigation into this matier is ongoing. However, our
investigation that was conducted on the vehicle hes detenmined that the brake master cylinder
was the proximate canse of the fire,

This letter ia being written to give you the opportunity to resolve thie malter withiout
resarting to legal action against Ford Mator Company. Therefore, | wonld request that you
contact me gt your earliest convenience po that we may discuze this matter fucther. If I have nat
heard fiom you within 30 days from the date of this istter, I will file suit against Ford Motot

Company.

EADS-205-LC~1488



[ lock forward to your prompt reply.

VYery truly yours,

G@W

Welborn
ACW/ymmn

ERAS-B08-LC-148T



Forensic analysis Ine,

PRELIMINARY

l REFORT DFE FINDINGS

cxame vo:
wserzo: [

Prepared for:

TEXAS COUNTY MLITUAL INSUBANCE COMPANY
PO, BOX 268994
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73126-8994

|
|
l ' ATTN: MS MICHELLE MARTENS
i

i
;

%N
Jabiray B, Albrams, CFH. CFH, ASE, CVF
Presida

- I l Juruary 3, HIQS - FAI File Mo, 335

paas-gen-Lc-1484
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L INTRODUCTION

Feportedly, on November 30, 2004, a vehicle firte ocoured mvciving o 1978 5o
F-130 vehicle. Cn Decembar 14, 2004, Foransic Analysts, Inz. was relgined by
Ms, Michelle Marens of Texas Caunty Mutual Insurance Company, 10 inspect
the veshicle, ond determine the origin and cause of fhe vehicle fire,

On December 2t, 2004, Mr. Jeffrey Abroms, CH, CFEL. ASE, C¥Fl, of Forensic
Anatysts, inc., inspected and phofogrophed the Ford F-150 vehicle, Im:qtad: gi
insurance Auto Auctions, 4701 Agnes 5t, Carpos Christi, TX 78405,

Ne fluid somples could be removed from this vehicie, to relole to ary
wherewithol of the engine priar to fhe omset of the Ire.

This report is based upon informalion avdiloble to us ol this fime. ond is not

necessarly final. Should additional informeation be presented or discovered, we

reservie the night Ko review and, if necessary, revise this report and ow
conclusions In light of that infomation.

Sanusry 5 2003 FAT Fifs v, 7

ERAS-305-L.C~1490




e N

. CONCLUSION

Forensic Angiysts, inc., inspecled and phologiophed the Ford F-1 26 wehiria nasi

raviewed the file informaoton.

in conclusion, based on ow observations and the findings as nated in fhis report.
it 5 our opinion that this four-door, 1999 Ford F-150 Pickup vehicle fire wos
distinctively most intense within the lefltear carner of the engine comportmenit
al. and immediaiely sumounding, the consumed ond seporated components
associated with the brake master cyiinder.

There was a distinct fre flow fom this leffrear comner of the engine
compartrnent across the front of the engine compartment, from the lefl to the
righl. There wos, however, ¢ secondary area of fire intensificatfion in the rght
third of he engine compartment. surrounding the primarily consumed right-frent
e and wheei aosembly. This nmay be able o be explained by the wind, o
effects, of the wealher on the vehicle exterior.

The fire Aow was very dislinct from the engine compartment inlo the veahicle
interior, through the: firewall access hoies, due to the upper leve! bum within the
vehitte interior. Pleosa nole, however, thal widespread offermarket elecironics
wearg observexd within the vehicle inleror, consistent with Ihe nistallofion of an
aftermarket enterfainment andfor stereg system.

Al the fime of our inspection, ihere was no indication of any conlroution to ihe
onsef of Jhe fire, per the observed wiring associated with the interior sterso
electionics, But at the fime of our inspection, the burm within the vehicle mtedor
was distinctively upper level, and infensifying from the rear foword iz froni
vehicle interior. purely consislent. ageoin, with g fire Iha! troveled korn the engine
compariment thraygh the firewall access hales inla e interor, and ne* vice
werse,
| Pape 4

Senusy 5, NS EAlFuie Nn 35t

ERDS-D83-LC~1491




Due to the widespread, and multilude, of fires that have been cbserved in the
lefl-rear comer of the engine compartment an Ford F-150 vebicies. this fire = ~of
meonsistant with those Jires that have been iinked (o secticol foivres
surrapnding the electionics cssocicled with 1hve broke master odinder. At the
time gl aur inspeclion, however, dus to the compiele saparalion of aif
componenls associofed  with the brake moster clinder, a  definibve
determinglion could not be made relafling to a specific cause of the lire. only
thot the specific area of fire origin was vppar level in the left-rear comer of the
angine compartment of, and immedialely surmounding, the brake master
cylinder. Na Auid samples could be taken, dus 10 1he exposure of the intemrak
of the engine o the elements.
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. DISCUSSHIX

The scooe of cur nspeclicon was 1o delermine a ver2e fire angin ond couse,

FORD VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION

The vehicle was idenfified o o black, four-daor (4], 1999 Ford F-150 vehicle.
becnng d bumed lkcense plate that was found within the fruck bed, NN
The vehicle idenfification number could not be seen at the fime of our
inspechion, but may bse discavered on some companents during the couse of
the inspeaction. The Texgs Depariment of Public Salely inspection sticker number
and vehicle regisiration stickers were consumed in this fire. The vehicle was
equipped with a manual fransmission.

FORD VEH? INSPECTION

Chur inspection of the Ford F-150 vehicle exledot, which relates to pre-exisfing
body damage, actuolly revealed no indication of cny significont impact
damage of all. There was no indicafion of gny repairs that had been performed
on any of fhe exposed body panels that had been bumed. There was no

~indication of any significant paint applicalion on any of the exterior bady ponels

either, 1o indicale any significant impact damage, whaisoever.

the fifn thickness on the vehicte exietior wos relafively uniform. ogain,

inconsistent with any lype of signfican] repaiss. and then repainting.

it st be noted that there was some impact damage suraunding the rght-raor

brake tamp/turs signal assembly. This area had beer crushed, and deformed.

Page &
Jamazry i, Xnls FAl Fig m- 357

ERSu-gdt-1 C-1443




-

immedicately ab::u;ure the dght side of lhe chromed steel reor bumper.  Tiis
damage indeed wis pre-axisfing, had nol been repaired, and it desrted
relalively mild. We also observed soma mild impact domaoge infe ibe seor tare
of the reor chromed steel bumpsr.  Again, ths did nct generate ey
commmunicated domage o ony components suricunding this drea. N hard rol
been repaired. and the daomage is described as retatively mild.

Our inspection of vehicle exferfor, which relates to foreed endry into o incked
vehicie without the use of the proper door key. revealed no indicafion of any
significant viclafion at al.  There was no evidence of any comgromise
surounding the nighlside or lefi-side door lock/handle cssembly to indicata
forced enlry info a locked vehicle. Even though this is nof o vehicle theft, it must
be noted that the lock of forced endry s only significan! if the vehicle had been
parked, and leff unaitended for an extended period of time, o see if there was
any indication of any iype of vidddlion or compromise that may have
conhibuled to the onset of this vehicle fire. Of course, forced enhy into aQ
kicked vehicle without the use of the proper door key is @ moot point in this
casea, as gll extedor window glass was shatlered as a result of the fire.

Our inspection of the vehicle exferior, which relates o fire domage, revedled o
fire thai was pimarily contdined to the engine compartment orea. Specifically:

1. The regar chromed staal bumper, although milcly indented on ihe

recr foce, was intact, atiached. and uncompromised as a result of

exposurs to any fire or heat.

2. The iailgate, which woas also intoct, obached, and uncom;ﬁrmised,
still contained o iUl complemenl of paint. again. compirlely

unrelated 1o a vehicle lire.

Puger ©
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The vehicle contained a trailer hitch on the boack. and winne
asseciated wilh an aftermaonkel tratter hilch instaialion. At the Seoe
of our inspeciion. there was no indicaolion of any comprora=<s
surrg anding these aftermarkat wires that were rguind ¢ the 2P, je
rear of the vehicle. Again. there wos 1o relalionship belwaen 1hs
area and ony communicated damoge os a resulf of exposure fis
fire or heat.

Both the left and righ] fruck bed sides were intoct, atoched, and
sfill fully poinfed. There was no indicalion of any significant beat
fire domage, with the exception of some mild communicoted heal
damage on the top frond portion of the nght tuck bed sids. MNinsty-
five-percent [25%) of all paint on the rght ruck bed site, however,
waos slill completely intact, allached, ond vncompromised as o
resull of exposure o fire or heat. The right fruck bed side was the
fisl area of fre dormage that was observed. The iefft ruck bed qde
was still fully intact, and uncompromised, os o result of exposure In
fire or heat. We did nofice some mid amount of soat thrt wos
sicﬂing to build up on the forward seciion of both right and k=H
Iruck bed sides, however.

Both rightrecr and lefl-rear fire and wheel assemblies were intact
and attached, and fully inflated, at the fime of our inspection,
vnaffected by vehicle fire ot al.

The iruck bed inferiot contained no evidence of any fre damoge,
al all. B did not have a finer, and was painted black in cofor,
corsistent with the black paint on the vehicie exterior. Al evidence.
again, is inconsistent with any fire thal migrated ta this truck bed i
off. The huck bed ciso contained an Jluminum alloy fogdioa,

fravening the enlire width of e frond bvo-foat {27 secton of o
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pickup bed. This aluminum allay toolbox. ollhough milaly distorteo
s a resul! of exposure io heat on the lop, was Sl felly intoor =
was not signift:cantiy affecied by exposure to fire or neqi, Tner «n.
even a sun-shield. or separatorn, seporahing ke rear wind:hield » -
fhis foolbox ar2a that was also composed of an Giominm Wity
matenal,  This seclion was glso intact and attached. ond
uvnafiecied by significant exposure to the fire. 11 was mildly distorten

as a result of exposure 1o heat.

As previously staled, the reor windkhiehd wos shalteted. as were ai
olher exterior window gilass. The framework surounding the reot
windshiefd still confoined a portion of the painl. As there wat o
poriion of lhe paint thot wos unconsumed surrounding the redr
windshieid, al! svidence is consistent with a fre migrating to, aned
nat significantly irdensifying s we move toward, the reor of the
vehicle interior.

As we conlinued to mova forward, on both rght ond leflt sides of
the vehicie cab, it musl be noted that there was indeed infense
bum on the top half of both rghtqear and lefi-rear door panefs.
The bottom half sfill contained primaxily all of the paint that was
intact, attached, and enly midly comproemised os o result of
exposure to fire and hect. Obviously, this wos on upper lavel fre
within the rear portion of the vehicle intericr, compromsing the
saction surrounding the reqr door Ghass.

As we confirued lo move forward, # musl be noted that the
sievation of bum graduaily lowered. It iowered 1o approximaiely
two-feet (2] above ground, on the forward porfion of the lef-front
door panal. This efevalion of bumn lowered fo the very base of the

fighi-front door panel, fraversing the enfire elevabion of the frort

L
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portion of the rghl-front door panel. This. again, s consistent wiibh o
fire infensifying as we were maving from the rear torward the front
This could be the aflects of the wind current on the vahicie extercs
or could be indicalive of o fire fhat was more intanse an =2 wnl
side than on the left side of the exierior of fhe vehicle, Addilicnoiy
boih right-side and lafl-side extarior mirrors ware consumedd in this

relafively intense front portion engine compariment fira,

There were side-step bors below the rocker panel on bath right and
leff sides of the vehicle. These sltep bars were only mildly bumed on
ihe front. The ieftside step bar wos fully intaoct, and only milciy
distorted as a result of exposure to heat. The frond half of the dgni-
side slep bar. however, was severely burned, consuming all of ihe
paint and piastic compasite companenis. This is, agqin. consislent
with @ fire that was mildly more infense on the righf side than the feil
side of the vehicle exferor.

As we conflnued fo move forward, it must be noted that the iski-
frond fender experniencead intense burn. The only seclion of the leh-
frant fender that stilf contained infact point wos thai on fhe bottom
sicinches {£") al, and immadictsly behind, the lefi-front wheet well,
Haowaver, ninety-five-percent [(95%] of all the paint on the left-front
fender was burned o the peint of consumptlion, Additionally. the
left-frond fire and wheel ossembly wos burmned to the point of
defiation. The cluminum alloy mag wheel was still intect and
attoched. The lire wos only approximately ten-percent {10%)
consumed as g result of ekpnspre to heat and fAre.

Comparing the lefi-front fender to fhe righi-front fender, it must b2
natad thal the right-Front iender expeienced much more nlerse

hurmn, as ol of the paint was consumed, ond vithuclly the entire tire
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on the righi-front dire and wheel assemibly was consumed os well.
Addrhonaily. the lire intensificatior woas sgniicanty grecler or ke
nght front. as appwosimately fifty-percent [30%) of e rghr-foa
olumenum alioy mag wheel was consemed s well  Ago At
indicators point 10 g Bre that was disfincfively more inlense o he
night side thar the left side of the vebicie, and inlensifying as we

were moving from the reor toward the fiont.

13.  The closed vehicle hood wos bumed to the point of consumption.
Virtually all of the aluminurm alloy vehicle hood had melted as a
result to exposure to fire aond heal, and was not available for our

inspeciion.

14, As we confinved to move forward, il must be noted thal bolh front
headlamp assemblies. as well ot the frod gille and plosfic
composite componenis surrounding the front chromed steel
bumper, were burned to the paoint of consumplion,

in summary of our inspechion of the bum experienced by the vehicle exlerior. all
evidence & purely cansistent with a fire that was intensfying os we were maving
from the rear foward the front of the vehicle, and consistent with a fire that was
distinctively more intense on the dght side than on the left side of the vehicle,
The mntensification on the right side vemrsus the lefi side of the vehicle could be
the result of wind curent.

Or inspection of the vehicle lotedor revedaied:

1. we nbserved the severely burned remairs of the infericr rear banch
sedl.  Plegse nole, however, that the seat cushion, or foom

rmaterncl, on the rear seat benich, was only approximately fhiriy-
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percent [30%) comnsumed., Obviowsly, this fire was nnt intense
ancugh within the vehicte interior 10 consume |his easily consumed

fomm nmatendat

Immediaiely w front of the rear bench seal was an alterrmorie!
waooden boom box.  In fact, this boom box ravensed the enfis
widih of the vehicle inenor, and occupied the enilve space
between ithe front and the rear seats. Qbviously. this vehicle
contained signifcant affermarket electronics within the vehicle

intefior cssociafed with an aftermarket stereo system.

wWe ako abserved an offermarket wire that was routed o the
vehicle infericr. surounding the rightside “B8" pikar, polentially
consistent with aoffermorke! electionics thol were instolled within the

vehicle interior as weil.

As we conlinued lo move forward, # must be nofed that! we
observed primoarily the skeleial remains of the front seats. There
were some bits of the foam maternal that were still odhering 1o the
framework, but ninety-five-percent {95%| of dll the foam maternal on
the front seats were comsumed as o resull of exposwee o this fire,

As we confinued to. move forward, it must be noted hat the
fooring material wos primariy nloct, but severely bumed. There
was no area of localized heal intensification on the flooring material
with the: excepiion of exposure to fire fol-down.

As we conlinued to move forword, it must be noted hat the center
hurnp, although severely burmed, contanad a skck. This vehicie
was equipped with o monual ransmission, 1T was not an gutomer:

lronsmission. The stick was seversly burned. but stiil cantained some
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unconsumed combustible maoterials af the very op. incansisiarnt

with signiticani fire intensification within fhe vehicie interior,

Both nght-side and left-side interior door pangls wers bumed 1o e
point of neor consumption. Thers were sections of unCgnsLn s
combusticle madengls In the boltlom thvee-losixanchas [37-67) o
bolh rigit-side and lefl-side froni doar panels, again, consistent with
a relatively vpper level bum within the vehicle inlerior.

As we confinued fo mave forward, it must be noted that the vehicle
dash experienced widespreaad bum and portial consumption,
There were sl however, significant amounks of unconsumed
combustibie moterials, sumounding the righi-side aifbog assembly
and the left-side sifucted sleering column. The intensilicafion of
burn was not significant encugh cround fhe dash o consume these
easily consurnad combuystible materials, inconsistent with o fire thai
ofiginated anywhere arourd the vehicle dash.

We did observe widespread insulalion-void wiring n the upper
levels of the vehicle dash. but there was slill a signficant amount of
burned, but intact, wiring insulafion at, ond below. e firewal
gocess holes, consistent with a fre thot waos migrafing from the
vehicle engine compartment mto the interior. ond not vice versa.

We dalse observed the fallen. mildly buined, but primarily infact
remeins of fhe aluminum alloy air condilioning evaporator core
under the rght third of the vehicle dash. There was no indicalion of
any sgnificont burn surounding this evapaorotor core. Howevar, the
evaporalor core did fall to floor tevel likely due to the fac! of
consumption of cluminum ofioy air condilioning hoses in the engine

compartment. This is, again, purely consistent wills a fire thai wos
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meas! intense within the engine compartment, and migrated lrom

the engina compariment into the inledor, ond not vice versa,

. We obsarved 'he center third dashi-mounted stereo. This sfere s a:
not art OEM {Original £Equipment Manufacturer] slereo. and was
imbedded within folien. bumned. and resolidified plastic composite
and uncorsumed combusiible matenals, immediately above 1the
cerler hump. This aftermorket sterec, fikely. is consistend with the
aftermarket boom box that was observed behind the rear bench
seal.

2.  We also observed winng that wos routed to oftermarket amphfisrs
beiow the seats, ogain, purely consistent wilth aftermarkef

electranics having bean installed within tha vehicle interor.

13. We inspected the oreg of. aond immedialely sumrounding. the
steefing column for aitarmorket wirng instaltations. At the time of
owr inspection there was no indication of any widesprecd
aftermarked wiring imstallclions that wos  consistfent with on
aftermarket clarm system. Aguoin, however, due to the fact that
there were widespread electronics instalied within the vehicie
intarior associated wiih cftermaorket sterec equipmen, there wers
indeed substanfiat amounts of oftermarkel wiing run throughoui
the vehicle interior, which moy need to be cddressed refafing fo
ihe onset of the fire.

Again, as previousty stated. the bumn within the vehicle interior was most infense
in the upper portions, and Intensiied as we moved from the rear toward the
font of the vehicle interior. But *he bum was distinciively mast infense at. and
immediately above, the frewall access holes, consistent with a fire that was;

- migrating from the engine compartment info the interior, and nel vice versa.
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Qur inspeclion of the engine comparment ravecled:

Japunry 3, 2005

This vahicle was equipped with o V-8, disfribuioness, multipst sl

injected engine. and a manual fransmission.

The born within ihe engine compartmen! wos very widespreaon,
affecting virluclly every component, and consuming the vast
majority of the combustible materiats.

There was inlense burn on the rdght third of the engine
compartment, This 5 expected, due fo the fact that the righi-front
fre and wheel assembiy wos burned near to the paint of
consumpiian. Theretore, it is not urusual (o cbserve primanily ninety-
percent [90%] of all combustible materials in the right third of the
enging compartment hoving been consumed.

We even observed the consumptlion of the rghtveorsituated
adluminum o conditioning occumulator.  Again, as the duminum
agilay lines were consumed rauiad to the aluminum cir condifioning
evaporator core, this is consistent with the obsarvation of the fallen
alurninum air conditioning evaporator core under the right third of
the vehicie dash. |

There was o bottery that was sifluated in e right thied of the engine
comportment as well, that had foffen o immediately obove the
righf-side frame rail. This baktery was bumned fo the point of near

- consumption, only leaving the leod plates within the intericr.

Ninely-percent {90%| of all witing routed to, and from, the batlery
wos insulcfior-vold.  This, ogain. & not unanticipoted, due te the
fact of the fire mtensificotion surrouniding the right-front Hre ond
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wheel assemisly.

Peculcrly encugh, hoveever, gven though there was intensiicnton
of bum in the right third of ‘he engine compartmend. the righi-<iae:
fibergioss composite engine valve cover was burned, but gnmatl:
mtccl, at the time of our inspection. If the fire onginated in 1his righ
third of the engine comparlment. w2 would have anticipated
parfial consumplion. o neqr folagl Consumption, of this easily
consumed finerglass compaosite valve cover.

As we confinued to move from the right toward the left side of the
enging compartment acrass the top of the engine. it must be noted
that there was porticl consurmption of the Sluminum alioy vpper air
intake manifold. This porting consumpfion was most noteworthy on
the front, and was widespread across the entire width of the lop
portion of the engine. There was no localzed area of intense burn
fhat could be addressed relatng to a specific fire low across the
fop of the engine, however.

Coroparing the lop of the engine te the frent of the engine
compartment, however, was very different. The fire inlensificakons
typically occur within the cpen<air envionment in the front of the
engine ccmpartrneni. This fire was no different, os at the fime of owr
inspeciion, the alfuminum clloy ar conditioning condenser and
radialor were primarly consumed. There were some mallen and
resolidified aluminum oficy materals immadialely above fhe lower
radiakor core supparts. However, for the most part, ninely-eight.
percent (98%} of the air conditioning condenser and radiotor wase
consumed in fhis very intense engine compariment fire. Nt onty
were the ar conditioning condenser and radiator consumed, but

the alupunum clloy trant cooling fon clulch wos alsa consumed.
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again, consistent with signif:zanl firg intensification within this open-

air ovronment,

we did observe. however, a disiinct fie flow, a3 evidenced by e
pum patterns expenancead by the Fonl oluminuny allay timing chiser
cover. This aluminum glioy timing chain cover on the rght hol wos
burned, but still fuily intact. at the fime of our inspection. The oo
haif of the left side of the cluminum alfoy liming chain cover.
however, was consumed, exposing the liming chain en the left-side
af the engine. Obvicushy, there wos signiticantly more e
intensification on the left side of the front of the engine. consistend
with a fire fiow from ihe left toword the righl side of the open-oir
environmen! in 1he Front of the engine compariment,

Consistent with our cbservations of the fire low from the left to the
right side of the engine compariment, it must be noted that the left-
sicle fiberglass composite engine volve cover was nearly eighly-
percent [B0%) consumed. This, again, is purely consslent with a fire
fraveling -from the !sft joward the rnght side of the engine
compcrtment, and consistent wilh us moving foward an area of fire
intensification along the left side of the engine.

There was an ABS {Anfidock Brake 3System] broke conboler
associqied with this vehicle. This aluminum alloy controller was
immedialely to the ieft of the fronl podion of the left side of the
engine. At the lime of our inspection, it was siill primarily completely
infact. b sifuated opproximalely tweivs-inches [127) below the
closed vehicle hood, and consistent with G relalively upper level fire
in the left third of ihe engine compartment. This s quite o
peculiarity, due to the fact that the fire was significanty less intsrse
on the exterior of the vehicle on the 2 side s compared to the
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right side. This. again. can reiate to the efacts of wind or weather,
and needs fo be oddressed wilh conversohions with the insuredt.

The {eft third of the engine compartmen! experienced intense bum
s wel . consuming the cluminum dlloy broke masler cylinder, A:
ihe fime of our inspection, there was rio evidence of a orake master
cylinder attached to the front porkion of the broke power booster.
Simply stated, there was total consumption of the brake master
cylincter at the time of ow inspection. Addifionally, at jhe fime of
o inspection, there was no evidence of any fallen remains of the
brake master cylinder that lay on top of the leftside frome ol or
fhe iefi-front vpper or lower conkrol arms.  IF is likely lhat these
componeshis had separaled during tronspor.

As we confinued to move foward the fefl side of the engine
compartment, immedictaly above the lsft-front inner fender, there
weare some ramains of the leflvear engine compartment situated
power disiribution center. This power distribution center contained
a digfinct bumn pallern, as there was signfiicant consumplion of
combustible materals on the right side, immediately neighbodng
the consumed broke maosier cylinder, but significant grecter
amounts of unconsumed combustible moterials on the left side of
the power gsidbuilon center. This is purely consistent with a fike flow
from the rght toward the left side of the brake master cylinder,
potentially consstent with an area of fire intensification between
the brake master cylinder ond the lefl side of the engine,

Consistent with the fire infensificalion having been relalively
etevated in the left third of the engine compartment, it must be
nofed thot we abservad the burned remcins, bui pimaréy intact

remains, of the lower rackotor hose. This, again, is purely consisiert
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with o fire that wes refotively upper fevel within fhe engine

cornparimernt, in the lef! third ef the engine compartmeni.

There is no way for a fire to fiow from fhe right third of the engine compartmant
foward the lefl side of the engine compartment, intersifying fhe arec
surounding the left-side fiberglass composite vaiva cover. wilhoui the fire
originating oround the lefl side of the engine. n fact, the leftside engine valve
cover k relatively protected by ciher brackels. as well.  All evidence is purely
consistent with this fire having been most inlense surrounding the lefltear angine
compcriment siluoted brake master cylinder. Due to the fact thot the brake
mastar cylinder was compiletely consumed. and ali electronics associated with
the brake master cylindsr had separated prior to this inspection, o definlive
detetrmination could not be mode as to the exact cause of this vehicle fire.

The area of origin & very distinct. Plecse nole, however, that fhere are
mullitydes of fires onginafing in the leftrear corner of the engine compartment,
that have been assacicted with foiled electronics relating to the brake master
oyliincdder. Wa wili atempt (o ascartain whathar or not there is cansislency in the
ime fine relafing to the onset of this fire, to see it fhere were any problems
associoted with repofs or anomalies with this vehicle, which could lend
credence o an araa of fre origination, as well.

At tha time of aur inspection, however, all that can be established is ihat the
arec of greatest fire intensification was upper level, within the leflrear cermer of
lhe engine comparment, consisteni with fires that are the result of failed
eleclronics sumounding the bru.ke masier cyinder. A definilive determinafion as
fo the cause of the fire, however, could not be eslablished, due o the fact that
significani separafion of consumed compornenis occuned prier fo this

inspection,
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We attempled fo igke Auid samiples from this vebicle, due to the fact thot here
was significant consumpticn of the fiberglass composite volve cover and IThe it
side of the tming chain cover, No fiuid samples could be removed fror i
vehicle, 1o reloafs to any wharewithal of the engine prior [o the onset of Be fire

INTERVIEW WITH THE INSURED

An interview with the insured, I /o shall be referred to as "he” in
the following inltarview], helped consiruct an eorder of evenfs immediotely
preceding the onset of This vehicle firo.

I The insured stated that he purchased the vehicle uysed. ond ot the
tirne of purchase, he thought that the vehicle had cround forty-five-
thousand {45,000} miles on it

2. He fhought thot at the time of this fire lass, the vehicie had cround
ona-hundred-four-thousand {104.000) miles on it

3.  He said that lhe vehicle [os for 0s he knew} hod never been
involved in an accident, with the excepfion of sdma minor damage
o the area around the front kcense plate, but this daomoge onty
aftected the front ficensa plate holder and nothing else.

4, He said that when he purchased the vehicle around bwo (2 years
aqo. he reploced the dosh-mounted steren. But, even though he
replaced ihé dash-mounted siereo with an aftarmarket steren
companerd, be said that nolhing else within the mtenor was
allermarket.

Fu;._'_\c L7

{amary §, 245 F A fidr e 3

EReS-285-LC-1587



e L L LT AN K

1C.

1L,

Japuary 3, MK

He said that he did have an amplifier under the rear bench szot,
and he also nod o boom Dax enciosurs ihot hod spaakers in 1 oyt
he soid thal these componen!s were jusi ploced wilhin Ine vehiie
intenor. they were nol oftached to anything. and they were not
hooked up.

He said thot! of the fime of the fire, the vehicle was locked. onn ol

Of the windows were up.

He saic that he did not have an altermorket alarm installed on The
Q.rehicle. and it anly had the: factory equipment.

He said fhat the vehicle had been parked in his driveway for the

enfire day. and when he weni out o start the vehicle, it was jusl
started, ond driven around twenfy feef (20°).

Alter the vehicle was diven twenly feet [20°), he literally drove the
vehicle buck approximately hwanly feet (20°). ang then he parked
he vehicle in his driveway again.

He said that he wenl inside., and had lunch duiing the next forhy-

five-minutes-tc-an-haur {45 min.-1 hr.)

He said that whilte he wes inside, and while he was planning on
getling in the vehicle, and driving it away approximately forty-five-
minutes-to-an-hour {45 min.-1 bhr) flater, when he exted his
residence, he stated thaf he scrw that the vehicle was on fre. More
specifically. he said that the engine compartment wos on fire. andd
o portion of the aiuminum hood had meflad immedialely in front of
whera tha driver sits.

Page 2
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12.  He sqid that the vehicle burmed for approximately fifteer-fo-twenns
[15-20) minuvigs, but he was very disappointed «ath the fie
deporimenl. He said that when the fire department amivea i
seemed lke they tock o significant amaunt of time prior to therr
nputing out tha fire.

13. Hescid thatf the fire burned for a long enough period of time where
the vehicle next o his fruck also cought on fire. He thought thal
that could have bean efiminated.

14. #He scid thal he hos had no significant repairs ot ali fo the vehicle.
and everything on the vehicle was hlly operctionel. This incuded

Ihe cruise condrel, which he uses very Oflen.

g MEND AT

We recommencd that the 197? Ford F-150 vehicle be relained, secured. and
protectad, regarding any Furthar testing or inspection by other interested parties.
We ghko reserve the ngh! to be present, and observe any and oll inspections or
testing, of 1his Ford F-150 vehicle by any other concemed parties.
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V. BASIS OF REPORY

his repor is based upon the foliawing:

I. inspeclion of the 1922 Ford F-150 vehicie.

2. Interview with the insured.

3. Information and observations as noted in this report.
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