PHOTO #15: Shows a view of the power distribution box. Note two fuses identified by the
red arrovws were in the BLOWN position. Qne was a 60 amp fuse and the other a 30 amp fuse.

PHOTO #16: Shows a view of the two fuses, ope being a 60 amp and the other a 30 amp fuse
that ware BLOWN in the power distribution center.
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PHOTO #17: Shaws a view of the left rear portion of the engine compartment taken from the
right side of the vchicle. Note the fire had originated in the gencral vicinity of the master
cyiimder and brake pressure switch,

PHOTO #18: Shows an opposing view of the master cylindér. Note also in the photogeaph is
a vacium hoge to the vacuum booster. Note the plastic connection had malied and allowed the
rubber hose 10 collapse. Note the bumn paberns on the rubber hose indicated that the flames had
originated at or nzar the master cylinder.



-1

#18

#17
@



PHOTO #19: Shows a closeup view of the atab blade connections on the brake pressure switch.
Motz on connecdon was secure, the orher was [oose.

PHOTO #20: Shows an opposing view of the remzins of the master cylinder and the brake
pressurs switch during the examination. MNaote the pressure swinch cover cap was severely
combusted and there were Indications of internal overheating of the components.
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PHOTO #21: Shows a closeup view of the brake pressure switch and cover cap. Note there
were indications of damage from both interior and exterior fire damage in the cover cap. Note
in this photograph that one of the comections to the brake pressure switch cover cap had been
removed.

PHOTO #22: Shows a view of the connection to the brake pressure switch cover cap thar had
electrically fzulted and bumed in two, Note the fanlted area was in the interior of the brake
presgure switch.
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PHOTO #): Shows an opposing view. of the connection and the brake pressure switch cover
cap that had electrically faulted.

FHOTO #24: Shows a view of the two stranded wire conductors that were attached to the braks
pressure switch. Note one of tie wires revealed evidence of electrical fanlting.






. PHOTO #25: Shows a view of a main poriion of the wiring hamess aod power diswribution
center, Note the two conductors from the brake pressure switch cover cap were routed inta the
main trunk of the wirlng harness.

PHOTO #26: Shows a view of portioms of the main wiring harness as it was being separated
and éxamined. Note the two circuits to the brake prassure switch are in the lower right side of
the photograph.
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PHOTO #27: Shows a closeup view of the one of the conductors to the brake pressure switch
that had electrically faulted on the ingide of the wiring hamess, MNate some of the conductors
were fanited and some sections were misging.

FHOTO #28: Shows a view of some of the conductors that had electrically faulted thar were
within the main wiring harness. Note several circuits had failed as a resuit of an electrical fault.
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- PHOTO #29: Shows a closeup view of the fused circuits in the main wiring harmess. Noée this

is In the general area where the two conductory for the brake pressure switch were routed into
the main wiring harness.

PHOTO #30: Shows a view of the cnglne oil dipatick, which shows the engine il level to be
slightly over full and appeared to he relatively ¢lean,
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State Farm Insurance Companies

Iﬂllllilll‘.

Clalm Offios

1643 Ol Denton Road

P.g. Bow 115008
Carrelitan, TX 75011-B000

RIRD MoToR

Augqust 16, 1999

RECEIVED

CLAIMS T
Ford Motor Company att
Attenticon: Howard Keyes-Manager-Claims Department 523 1999

Parklane Tower West, Suite 400
J Parklane Bouylevard
Dearhort_t, MI 4glz&

Re: <Claim Nuynber:
Our Insured:
Date of Losa: Augus '

Make, Model, and

Yea¥y of Vahlcle: 1996 Ford F150 Pleku
VIN: 1FTEF1 EYETi

Dear Mr. Keyes:

The ldentified 1996 Ford F150 Pickup 1s insured by State Farm
Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. Thia vehicle exparienced
an engine compartment fire.

State f‘am would like to glve you an opportunity to inaspect the
1996 Ford F150 Pilckup and give you advanced notlce of our
potential subrogation claim.

Please contact Tresa Parker at (972) 732-4750 to set up a time
for your ilnapection.

Sinceraly,

Taresa Lapinsakie

Claim Specialist

{972} 465—54_35_

State Farm Mutval Automobile Insurance Company

TL/013/0916014

EReS-883-LC-D4T1

HWME OFFICE: SLODMINGTON, SLLINDIY AV730-0001
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Policy mmmber:
Date of Loss: 01/16/2005

De=ar Mr. Norton:

This is to advise you that Natlonwide Insurante Company has oxmplated an inidal kwestination
Imvolving thee ollowing vehicla:

Yaar: 2001

. Make: Linopln
Modal: Navigatne
vin: stvevz7ra I
Our preliminarny Investiation indicates the showe vehicle had just been driven to the Alyssinia
Baplist Church and parked about an hour when someone advised it wes on fire. An Initial non-
destmidive mamination of the vehide Indicabes the fire oHginated in e spead oontrol undt.

This ktder will confim Natiomadde Insuranoe’s Intent to subrogate for damages against Ford
Maobar Company.

Should you have any questions reganding this mather, phazce comtact ma ak {205) 4449229,

o dw‘







Customer Data Link - CuDL Page 1 of 1

. Al Action Deialls for lusue

P

WI:W Yoar: 1928 MWodel; EXFECITION  Caaa: 1485830835
N Owrar Statun: Subsaquant WED; 1996-02-29

Symplom Desc: ARESMOKE YViSIBLE FLAME Primary Phnne'-
Reason Deac: CAC RO ATED - M CSR FOLLOWING CONTACT Sacondary Pho

lamma Typa: 02 INFORMATION {asus Hatue: CLOSED

Aclon: GALLBAGK ADD ADDITIONAL GOMMAENTS

Dealer: 05882 WOLDY ANDERSON FORD Origin Dexc: US CONCGERM CASE BASE
Colomater: 121000 M Comm Type: PHOME

Anslysl Manwr: WARLTT MATZANKE Anadysk: MMATZANK

Action Dele: 031 112005 Action Time: 123739.019 Action Datar No

Camwanty CUSTOMER SAID: CUST I3 CALLING BACK AGAM.. WANTS TO KHOW WHEN S0MEONE WILL BE CONTACTING
HIM FORM FORD G THIS ISSUE, 15 SEEHING TO HAVE THE VEH BEPLAGED AND THAT COST OF CLIEANUP FOR THE
DAMAGE TO HIS GARAGE. WANTS TO KNOW T THE FACT THAT THE FIAE INSPECTOR HAD COME YWAS DOCUMENTED.
WANTS TO KNOW IF THIS CAN BE EXFEDITED. WANTS TO SETVLE THIS WiTH FORD IF POSHLE OTHEAWISE WILL GO
ANOTHER RCUTE.CRC ADVISED: PLEASE ALLOW THE REQUESTED TWIE FOR THE FOLLOW UP T OCCUR SO THAT
YOUR ISSUE MAY BE PROPERLY ADDHESSED.

g
]
5



Custgmer Daté Link - Cal¥. Page 10f 1

. Al Actior: Datgis for |soue
Pl

¥l 1 Year: 1328 Madsl: EXPEDITION Caae: 1485630635
Oumor Stabus: Subssd et WeD: 1008
Symptont Prinaty Phons

Reason Desc: MISC INQUIRY - QENERALIOTHER Sacandary

Iesua Type: 02 FORMATION Insue Stafus; CLOSED

Actior:: FEFERAED BY DEALER

Dwaler: 05632 WOOOY ANDERSON FORDY Ovigin Dwac MANUAL - PHONE C3R
Odamedsr: 121000 M Comm Typs: PHONE

Anatyst Neme: MCHINAY CLAUDEL Anslyst: CMCKINLA

Action Data; 02A 1/2005 Action Tima: 09.56.14.452 Achion Die: No

Commenta CLETOMER SAID: -CUST CONFIRMED HISTORICAL INFORMATION DOCUMENTED 3M/2005 =6 AYS THAT VEH
CAUGHY FIRE N GARMIE =BELIEVES T WAS A RESULT OF DEFECT IN CRIASE CONTROL-HAPFENED MAR 38D AT
10784 ,,=F|AE WAS COMNG FROM UNDEPNEATH YEHFEELS VEH 15 TOTALLED BUT HAS NOT REPORTED TD
NSURANCE COMPANY-FIRE INVESTIGATOR CAME OUT AND DETEFMINED THAT CAUEE OF CONCERN IE A CRUISE
CONTACL. SWIECH=FIRE NVESTIGATER SAI0 THERE WAS A RECALL INTITIATED FOR THIS=SEEKING T ALE CLAIM
AQAINT FORD =CASE NUMBER GIVEN BY HAE DEPARTMENT INVESTIGATER IS #501321=PURSLANG YEHREPLACEMENT
ARTE CLEAN UP OF DAMAGED GARAGEDEALER SAID; WODDY ANDERSCK FORD=TUNY BLAYLOCK SRV MAG SAD 10
CALL CRC =Gl BOBHY WHITE SAID TO CALL CAC AEGARDING REQUEST TO FILE CLAIM

%




Customer Data Link - CuDL Page lof 1

A Action Datala for lsaue

Prirt

Y1 Year- 19498 Model: EXPEDITION  Coee 1485830635
Owear Steluy: Suhsaquant Wik t

Symyriom Deec: FIRESMCHE VISIBLE ALAME UNDER YEHICLE Prhuwy

Reavon Dasc: LEGAL - CUSTOMER WAITIMG FOR OGC LETTER Bacandary

Bt Type: 02 SNFORMATION lasum Stnties; CLOSED

Actfon: CBAT TAXES ABOUT 5 BUSINEES DAY'S TO AEGEIVE THE LETTER

Daaler: 05222 WOODY AMDERSON FORD Crigin Daae: LIS COMCERN CASE BASE

Dcdomeiar: 121000 W Comm Typa: FHONE

Analyst ama: MCKINLAY CLAUDEL Anayst: CMCEINLA

Action Date: 021 112005 Action Tieme: 09.54.48.959 Aotian Dats: No

Commana CLISTOMER SAIL: —CUST CONAAMED HSTORICAL NFORMATION DGCUMENTED JA2005=8AY'S THAT VEH
CAUGHT FIRE T4 GARAGE =BELIEVES T WAS A RESULT OF DEFECT IN GRUISE CONTROL-HAPPENEL MAR 3RD AT
10PM ..=FIRE WAS COMNG FROM UNDERNEATH VEH=FEFLS VEH I6 TOTALLED BUT HAS NOT REPORTED TO
BISURANCE COMPANY=FHE INVESTIGATOR CAME OUT AND DETERMINED THAT CALISE OF CONCERN 19 A CRUASE
CONTROL SWITCH=FIRE INVESTKSATER SAID THERE WAS A RECALL INTITIATED FOR THIS=SERKING TO FILE CLAM
AGAINT FORD =CASE NUMBER GIVEN BY ARE DEFARTMENT INVESTIGATER 13 #501321=FURSUNG VEH REPLACEMENY
AND CLEAN UP DF DAMASED GARAGEDEALER SAID: WOQLFY ANDERSCN FORD=TONY BLAYLOCK SRV MAG SAID T(
CALL CRC =GM BOBBY WHIVE SAID TO CGAUL CRC REGARDING REQUEST TO ALE GLABAGRG ADVISED: THANK YOU FOR
CONTACTHG FORD MOTOR COMPANY 1N RELATION TO THIS IB3UE. IT TAKES APPROXIMATELY 10 BUSINESS DAYS TO
RECEIVE THE LEVTER TO TAKE W ACCOUNT FOR ANY POSTAL OFFICE DELAYS. IFYOU DD MOT RECEIVE YOUR LETTER
N 1D DAY, PLEASE CALL US BACK AND WE WILL REQUEST FOE A SECOND LETTER TO BE MAREL.

=g =Gt

Gl

I -




Customer Data Link - CoDiL Page L of |

. All Action Databe for logus
. Print

M Yeor: 1956 Model; EXPEDITION Case: 1485630835
Owmar Status: Suboasuent WS- 109802
Sympom Desc: GENEAAL INQUIIES REQUESTMHON-YEHICLE AELATED Prisnary

Reasan Desez CAC RELATED - Rl COR FOLLOWING CONTACT Sscondary Phon

lasan Type: (2 INFORMATION |seriy Stxbuis: CLOSED

Action: CALLBACK ADD ADDETIOMAL COUVMENTS

Dwealar: 05492 WOOCY ANDERSON R0 Oxigin Dascz LS COMGERN GASE BASE
Odarester: 121000 M Com Tipe: PHOME

Antahyst Hupmae SMITH JOEL Analyet JSMITR4]

Aciinn Dela: (3092005 Action Time: 10.23.00.629 Action Dala: Mo

Copyruite CUSTOMER BAID: -CUET BUBMATTED A CLAIM ABOUT THE FAULTY SWITCH WHICH HE BELIEVES THAT MAY
HAVE CAUGHT Hig VEH ON FIRE-TOMMORRCW WILL BE THE FIFTH DAY AND NOBOOY HAS CONTACTED ME BACK AS
YETCRC ADVISEL: FLEASE A.LL{}W“'IEPE'QLEETEDTHE FOR THE FOLLOW LR TGHHCCUA SO THAT YOUR ISSUE MAY
BE PROPEALY ADDRESSED.

BLFR-2"1SE0-R0U3



LUStoMer Liara Lank - 4110, Pape iof 1

Al Action Details: for lsaue

Prird

VN i Yeoar: 1338 Nodel: EXPEDTION Case: 1485530650
N Ownwr Stalus; Subsaguent WSD: 1998028
VISIBLE FLAME LINDERHOOD Primary Phane:
Reason Deec: LEGAL - AGGIDENT { FIRE Swooncdary
leauk Type: 10 0GC Lnsus Stahes: GOSED
Action: CONTACT ADVANGED TO OGG
Deosler: 05152 WOODY AMDERSON FORD Ovigin Desc: US CONCERN CASE BASE
Odaneter; 121000 M Coatam Type: PHONE
Analyst Name: RAJESHWAREE BEENINADHU Analyst: REENINAD
Aokion Date: HAAZ005 Action Thne: 132022877 Action Datee No

Commanty CUSTOMER BAKD: -THE YEH CAUGHT ON ARE M THE GARAGE WHEN SITTING FOR 6 HRS YESTERDAY WHEN
TO CHIK. THE LIGHTS BEFORE GOING TO BED SAW A RED GLOW W THE GARAGE AND FOUND THE FAE JUST STARTED-
THERE WhS DAMAGE TO THE GARAGE -FEELS IT MIGHT BE AELATHD TO THE CRIMSE CONTROL ESSUE-THE CRUMSE
CONTROL WAS NOT IN USE ON THAT DAY, BUT HAS BEEN LSED AT TINES -CURIQUE HOW FORT 1S HANDLING THESE
SITUATION -CONTACTED HIS INS. CQ.-DD NOT GET A HOLD OF ANYONE SO HAS NOT PURBURED THE MATTER AS YET-
FEELS THIS WAS CAUSED BY A DEFFEGY -WOLLD LIKE ROA FORD TO IVESTIGATE WHAT THE GRUISE WAS BEFORE
TAKING THE NEXT STEPSDEALER SAID: NINECRG ADVISED: | WILL FCRWARD THIS INFORLATEON TO THE FORD OGG
BTPARTHENT. YOU Witd BE CONTACTED WITHIN 3-5 BUSINEES DAYS.

Livi-01-cep-goug




MAR 7 1 205
Maxch 19, 2005

Mz, Wicki Lynn

Ford Mator Company

Paklane Towara West

Sciis 300

Tives Porkiane Boulsvard
Dearhorn, Michigan 48126-2568

RE: 1868 FORD EXPED (DO, 2A05)
VIN £ 1FNVIRLITTESW

Daar Mg, Lynn:

Thie b3 in responas to yaur fax daked 3805, Enclosed, please find all the infoemation you reguested,
InMngn@whh@MHMMmbﬂmmﬂhWMW M

- SL ﬂFdechsH!hﬂpthMammplaﬂunmtl
nuudhhmuﬁ.SAF humumlphnhpmmmaawhﬁawimnmmhm today. The koas of my
wohicia hazs causad many incormvenienceahardshipa ta our normak routing with ehildren sctivities, both
pamts working, etc. Al the largest anncyance, baing forcad to lind another vehicle. Sinca [ wes not
in the market foc a naw vishiche, | wi mast likely have to pay higher price dus ta the nesd bor a quick
roplacament [Lunless we reach an agrasment for Ford Motor to replace Yhe vehide), A bsmparary vahicle
replacement from Ford woold help with the hardship of losing my vehicie urt] $hie Ia resclved and would
raajuca assockted oSt As pravioushy mentionad, | would Rios to resolve this kaus with Ford Motor
Company quickly, without an attomnay, Insurance campany, or media.

TEM ¥1: EVE LEADI T
lmﬂv&dmhmahhmhﬂ.mwpmumhlchhnamaatmm My wite walked on the treadmil
(in the garage) from 7:15 — 7:4Gpm and dd not emall or notice anything unusual. At 10:00 pm | keaked
through gamge door to make aune lights were out and garags doore ahul. | noliced a amall rod Hght
bwalow tha k. Afbar further investigation, | found it was a flame. | £ame back in the houwse told my wile
to notity the tira degt. 1 used a hoose and fire extinguishers to exhiausi flame as the ire dopt. arrived. The
haal was a0 inkanas it metted and damaged the light fisiure above the wehicle. The vehicla wouli] not go
into nevtral due to demage, so | usad my neighbor's truck to puk the vehide out of the garegs o enaurs
o possibia struchure fike would cecur # rekrted.

A Fire Ivveatipator pravidad g reywn ataling that ta point of origin wo at s crobed dasctivetion switah
Tha Flra investigatar la willng to testify, If required. The lire dapartment also provided & regart.

I have spoksn with a Ford ceriifiad parts amployaa and told him what vahiclafysar | owned and found the
cruiee dooctivetion switch is exactly the some as tha one on tha 2000 & 2001 cumently under roced
{onginel pert #F3TA-9F924-CA 7130A same gz on my vehicle, replacement part #10128G652448 He
recanmmanded that { replace he switch, even without the recall, ha said " waukd rather spend $27 on a
part varsus spanding $500 on a wiring hameaas fhat wild caich fire™. Furdhar ressarch has shown this same
switch from T ta ba problometic for many yeare acconding o Slove Bednghauss.

| feal Ford should replace my vehicle and repair all damage due w0 vehicls fire causad by the delactive
ciulse deadctivatlon switch. | am not trying te be unreal istic or ge1 anything mora than | edidezerve. | am
grataful things happensad tha way In which they did or my family of | mightnot ba hera today. | leal
owmners af tha older wahiclas should be noliflad of defaciive switch betors this happens to tham. Of
courga there are those that are not around 19 tell about it as well. | hopa Ford Motor will review the
vahicie and we gan come to an agreament quickly, | have askad that this ba sspacisd, bl 16sl the
procaas will ba gliow basad ¢ {tha 10 day tima frame, jusl to contact ma.

Page | of 3




DAMAGE PUE T VEHICLE FIAE;

The vehicle Iz a TOTAL LOSS according to Mayes Body Shop. | also described the 2amage to the joceal
Ford dealara sendce departmant and they fek it would be a iotal kxss as wal. Atlached photos will ahow
the hast was s0 Intanss In the arsa of the deachivation switch, it actually bumead a hole through tha metal
food- Tha windshield |5 cracked from bottom b %op from the heat. All wiring, piping & sleciranica have
un damaged by tha kre. As the insulation mettad from the wires it most likely damaged tha computer
components. Tha battary on the oppostte side ia meled fram the heat. | am awe intemal damags
occurmsd i motor, geakets, and aluminum haad, etc. during the line. The fire axtinguishar dry powdaer
ontered the opahings of the altamator end other componanis while trying 0 extingésh the fire. | have
smoke danage k> my garage ceiling. The smcke sntered our house during the fire, we have sinca taken
care of this, The garage walls had smoke soct {which heve already bean cleaned). Tha concrets foor
and a portion of the driveway has besan prassora washed to kesp us from tracking all the debris & of,
frem the fire and {ire axtingulahars Inta the house. During the process | usad three lire extnguishems 10
axtinguish tha firs.

Thes 4-bulb fluorescant Rht fixiure above the vehiclke was damaged. Our home & ondy two yeara old, |
spake with the company that Inatalled our garaa doors openers when aur fioms was bulk, he
recommands mplacing the unkt duas to polential smoke and hest damege. He aeid they may work fins for
a tew mentha and then stop wisrking.

1 haws no idea what damage | may have dong to my heakh inhaling the lumes while ying & extinguish
tha fire. | had a vough for several days atterward. 1 also, know the most harmiul ksmas you can hreath,
comes from plastics and fiunmable fluids that come from this type of fiee. | could have my physiclan
adviae, H requirad.

[[EM £2: Fire Department Rapart {(Attached}

TEM 23 & 4: Photos (Attachad)

MEM #5: Fire Imvestigators Report (Attached)

[FEM £6; Taiat Loss Repart from Mayss Body Shop {Altached). | woukd be happy for Ford to sand a
Service Aepresentative %o my homa to mview or work up their own detailed eslimate, ¥ Tay would Ika.
Masgt insuranca companias rube this type of fire a total loss dua to magninsds of fire,

[TEM £7; Vehicle repeir hietory {Attachad) | did nat inolude tires, batiery, recall, T8B and other misc knfo.
TEEM #8 they 10: (You have acknowladged recelpt)

ITEM #1]; Defactive part - Cnise Deaciivation Switch

[IEM #12: No, the Grulse Daactivation Swhch has nover baan repiaced or repeired.

[IEM #13: Gurrent location of vehidle ks 111 Peyton Rd Gurley, AL 35748,

ITEM £14: Nona. No after market parts or madlfications heve bean mede to this vahide,

ITEM #18: Mo, tha engine was NOGT ruaning.

ITEM #17; Mo, the kays wora nat in the ignition. Vehlcle had bean off tor ive haurs prio! to fire.

Page 2 of 3
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ITEM #18: | am the sacond owner of this wehide. | purchesed te vehicla from Mike Menosky on Sept.

&, 2000 with 50,542 miles on it. Mike Manaaky krased/purchased it ariginally from Woody Anderson Ford
on 3201998 & /2495 respectively.

Please feel frea t contact me at any time. You may akso contact me via emal e
woulkd help expedite sending Information such as this.

Tharks,

Page 3 of 1
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Fire Incident Report

[Cased " Javesigetion Trpe  fiaciéast Daio Tiawe ]
fotsil [Fe Ervaaiguiin [parrsas T0-00-18 o]
ooy Eip [ecidemt Type Victim Name

Address Birthdate 554 Numo Birthedate

AB EVENT A
[Bpome: 552
[Chikdven Marass

Eowwe Phane Work Phwas g]ﬂm [Fax Nomber [Decapant Nume
Birthdate  {Oceapant SRE TP Nembor

Informaiion
JALFA WRURANCE
Tmmmmlﬁn.m peoeE e iﬁf“‘ ]
ATITS
Enm
[FOSTECT INFOMATION
'%;n I'Em'nmur pra Virkicte

Fﬂ:lu Inforrantisn
935 KR EXFLORE BLEE 4 DOOR VIN 1FRIBY 1763 AD LTIHTAGEE AFR PEOTOS
%‘wﬂ_

PATTERNS YECTOR. BACK TO BEALE CYLINDEL

Thawsdey, Mok 14, 1005 Paga 31 of 33
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Fran- Madiaon Coundy e Dlsputch To: FMO Dl RO Tan: 1:71:32 PW Paga 11

Madison Coampty Fira Dispatoh

Unit Roapanss Timas
Alarm bDate G3/03/2005 Evapt §485-0001321

Address: 111 PEYXTON RD

Event Typm: 42 Dwelling

REmarka CALLER ADY. VEH FIE IN THE GARAGEHCALLER THEN ADY. FIKE WAS OUTSIMT 12 10-22 525 ALL OTHER I'MTS CLT

unit ¥ Tiww
mit 520

WOR  22:00:18
10-5  23:09:42
10-97 22:05:06
10-98 22:07:54
10-10 22:07:54

Dait E1Z24

L .18 22:00:18

. 10-9  22:04:53
10-97 22:07:49

10-s8 22:37:37

la-1e 22142134

tnit El2S
TOA  ZZ:00:18
19-8  22:03:51
10-97

10-99 27:06:57
10-10 22:15:13

mait AlZ4

oA 22:00: 18
i0-8 -22:03:50
10-97 =22:1Q7152
1p-98 22:37:37
lo=30 22:43:34

03/09/2005 13:30 . Paga 1
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Madison County Fire/EMS Dispatch Alarm Report

Phone {258) 722-7171 Fax {288) 722-T379
Event Numbe CD51321 Date: 3/3/2005 TOC: 21:53:44 Zone 524 Event FIRE/STR
acarese: [ Sub Evert DWELLING
First Due; 524 Second Due: 25 Third Duse: Fourth. Dus:
YTCA  22:00:1R TOA: 2200018 3/TOA; 44TOA:
1/10-2 Unk 2421 HMLM 2520 3/10-2 Ukt 4f10-2 Unit
1/NO RESRONSE 2/NO RESPONSE 3/NG RESPONS 4/NO RESPOMSE
Confwmed Entrapmen Pt Exiricated: ATR TRS STAND B AIR TRS LAUNCHE
Frs Contml _ ATR TRS CANCELED AIR TRS USE
r - A —
. Dispatcher: HARMSEM Walyr Lisage: 0 CALLIN ALARM  FALSE CALL TN ALAR
EMD CaPtake EMD Card: EMD Cod EMD Suffi
EFD Callaker SHARP EFD Card: &) EFD Code DS EFD Sufftc
Report By:  SHARP FH Report By:  HARMSEN EMD Pro QA
EMD CARDS USE EFD GARDS USED EFD Pro QA# 3305000220
FMO tesponder Forestry Responder: 581 583

F-TDA: F-10-8: F10-97; F-1D-10:

B0 7-5R0- 503
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CALLER ADVIEED VEHICLE ON BRE INGIDE GARAGE. GALLER LATER ADVISED FIRE WAS
EXTINGUISHED BY HOMECWNERS. 2407 12, 525 UNITS CANCELLED.
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Customer Data Link - CaDL Page l1of 1

. AK Acticn Detalls for lssts
Prrinl
IR Yizar: 1995 Wadel: F-SERES Cusw: 1675530955
N Owner Stotus: Subsaquent WaD: 1884-10-10
Symptam Deac: FIRE/SMOKE YISIBLE ALAME UNDERMHOOD Primy
Reason Desc: LEGAL - ACCIDENT / FIRE Sacondary P
lssua Type: 10 QGG tssue Status: CLOSED
Action: COMTACT ADVANGED TO DGE
Dealer: 02561 SEWELL FORD, INC. Drigin Daac: UE CONCEAN CASE BASE
Ddotsaher: 2700 M Comen Type: PHONE
Anciyst Hame: ECHEVERRIA RO3A Analyst RECHEYE?
Action Date: CIB0/2005 Actlai Tima: 16.45.59.901 Action Data: No

Comments CUIETOMER SAID; - THERE WAS A FIRE THAT BURNY DOWN HIS TRUCK WHICH {5 RELATED T THE CAUISE
CONTROL- THE FIRE OCAURRED Q202005 -AT APPROXOMATELY 11:30 AM -IN TRAVIS COUNTY - THERE WAS A POUCE
REROAT FLED - THE POLICE REPORT NUMBER 1S GD205-5013177 - THE FIMDINGS OF THE POLICE REPOAT ARE THE
DEFECTIVE PART CRUSIE CONTROL WAS THE CALISE OF FIRE - INSURANCE COMPANY WAS INFORMED -THE CUST
DOES NOT HAVE INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR FIRE -ONLY HAS COVERAGE FOA COLLOSIONS - THERE WHERE NO
MJARIES INCLFRED -SAYS THAT THERE WAS PEREONAL PROPERATY DAMAGE DONE TO PART OF CAH PORT AND TO
THE TREE AND THE GRASS [N IS YARD - THE VEH 1S CURRBNTLY AT HIS EX WIFE'S HOUSE WHERE THE ARE
DCURREDDEAL ER SAKY. SEWELL FORD LINGOLN MERCURY2425 EAST 8TH STREETODESSA, TX 76761 TEL: {432) 493
GAZHRAK: (432) 4800441 DISTANGE: 2.14 MILEICRG ACVISED: 1WILL FORMWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE FORD OGG
DEPARTMENT., Y'OU WALL BE CONTACTED WITHIN 3-5 BUSINESS DAYS.
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VIA CERTIFIED (Return Receipt Requested) and REGULAR U.S. MAI}.F =
R
Ford Motor Company [ cﬁﬁ;ﬁ"‘;’%j:m ;
Parklane Towers West [ MAR % . i
Thres Parklane Boulsvard f 28 gy
Dearborn MI.48126-2568 | opdice o
Atftention: Steve NMorion EEHE%
" RE; Policyholder: '

Policy number:

Date of Loss: .
Der Sir..

This i o advise you that Nattonwide Tssurance Cormpany has completed an initial investigation
involving the foltowing vehicle:

- Year: 1997
Make: Ford
Model: F150 XLT

VIN: IFTDXI?EW-

Ouwr preliminary investigation indicates the above vehicle was parked and sithing unocoupied
when it caught on fire, The fire sterted in the general zrea of the activation switch pear the cruise
gontzol area of the puck. Tn addition, we have been informed of Ford's recent recall due o fires
occurring in tis area. .

This letier will confirm Nationwide Ingarance’s intzat to perfoom a destructive Origin and Cause
Examination o the subject vehicle. While we do nnt intend to infentionally canse auy damage to
the vehicle during our examination, thero is potential for damage just through handlng, 1On
march 31, 2005 we will ba condieting our destructive examination of the subject vehicle at {045
Aflants Highwey SE, Winder, GA at Verastar Salvage Facility. Should you have any questions

~ regarding this matter, pleass confact me at (404) 414-6152

Sincerely,

David Pollock
Special Invegtigator IU

ER83-POS-| C-p513
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VEHICLE FIRE BVALUATION
msureo: NN
2001 FORD F150 LARIAY
Prepared for:
FARMERS INSURANCE GROUP
480 NORTH SAM HOUTOM PARKWAY EAST
SUTTE 320
HOUISTON, TEXAS 77060
Randy Calison, ASE, CFE, Cvrl
Profect Manager
ProNet File No. 7497
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L INTRODUCTION

On July 21, 2004, a fire occurred Invalving a Ford vehide. On July 22, 2004, The
ProMet Grexlp, Inc., was retained by Mr. Chris Novotny of Farmers Insuranca Group o
Inspact the vahicle and evalusts the damage.

On July 27, 2004, The Proidet Group attempiedd tu inspect the vehide &t the Ingured’s
residence, lpcated at 1547 Pifiata Lane in Crushy, Teas. The Ford vehide had heen
moved from the reskdence, ikwever, fire delitis was ipcabed In the dviveway adjacent to
the garage. This debrs consided mainty of burned and meftad englne compariment
componerts, Tha stoe! skeleton of i cruise control deactvation switch was lacabed in
the detwis and Gikan intp evidence,

On August 2, 2004, ProNet inspected the: vehicle 3t Insuranoe Ao Auction, located at
2535 West Mount Houston In Houston, Tis@s. Duting this visit, the vehide was
ingpeacted and pholographs were taken to document our observetlons, The
observations described and pictured In this report are representative of the conditions

observed during our visit, This report will not refiect all conditions of the wehide, but

will demonsirate typical conditions observed. All photographs are avallable for review.

The oise contrul deactivation switch was colleched during this inspection and Is
currently stored Dy ProNet.

IL BASTS OF REPORY

Ttis report is based on the following:

August 27, 2004 Rage 3 ProMet (e No. 7437
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1.  Inspection of tha vehlde.
pa Interylew with the owner of the vahicle, Mr. John Yassn.

3.  Research of the Natonal Highwey Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
records %o ldentify any preflminary evaluations, engineering analyses, or
recalls an 2001 Ford F150 Lariat trucks.

3. Information and obsanations as noted in this report.

This report Is based upon Information avallable to s at this Hme, and 15 not necessarily
final. Should additfional iInformation be pracented o discovered, we reserve the right to
review anct, if necessary, revise this report and our conclusions In gt of that
Infoernation.

LII. CONDLUSTON

Based on our Andings and observatking as notea In this repart, It &8 our opinkin the
2001 Ford F150 Larlattlg;k:nrgmymdh&mq_'t__r_ﬂquadmrtnfﬂe_gyr_;_ﬁ
compartment, was accidental in nature, and wias ceused by the feilure of the ¢rulse
EL';;E';I de&:ﬂvaﬂun sydtch. e —— T T T,

T,

s
ae

IV. DISCUSSION:
INTERVIEW

An intetview was conducted witly Mr. Johh Yasso on August 12, 2004, and the following
Information was ohiianed:

Aogust 17, 2004 Page § Prodet Fils No. 7457
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1

He has owned the vehide sinoe March or Al of 2001. Thera has heen

no peevioys trouble with the vehide, no waming Sghis flashing, and no
recent reysairs.

The vehicle was equipped with an afermarket alarm, radio, subwoafiars,
and amplifier,

He had dkiven approxdmabedy thirty {30) miles home from work and had
laft the vahicle sikting for an hour, whan he Heard tie slarm going off.

He went outside and saw fames coming from the hood, just right of

conber (passenger side) and marfum to dark gray smoke. He attempted -

to put the fire out with a water hrse, which [t seemed bo make Kk worse.
Ha called 911 and they advised him 10 get away fmom the vehicle. The
fire department respoaded three to four minutes fater and exdingulshed
the fire.

VEHICQLE DESCRIPTION

The vehide was identified as 2 gokl-colored four-coor 2001 Ford F150 Lariat truck
bearing Vehide Identication Mo, 1FTRWO7LS 1{JIend Stock No. 834544

EXTERIOR INSPECTION

Our Inspedtion of the tnxck extesdor revesled:

A bumn putlem consistent with B Are otgingting in tha engine
compariment.

The windshiek] was shattered.

Agars, 27, 2004 : Page 5 Profiet File Ko, 7897
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3. The right and left front fenders were void of paint. The left Ront fander
evidenced the most inbense bumn,

4.  The right and left front tires were bumed. The inboard side of the left
front tire had evidence of imbense bum.

5. All that remained! of the hool was & very small saction ettactied to the left
hood hmge.

6. Ak oombistibles were consumed on the front face of the vehide
PASSENGER COMPARTMENT
OUr Inspection of the passenger compariment revealed:

1. A bum pattern consistent with a fire that propagated from the engine
comparbment into the passenger compariment after consuming the
firewall {bulkhead) access hole seals.

2.  The froat third seckian of tha dash was cunsumex.

3.  The front third seciion of the: headiiner was bumed.

4.  The front seat coverings were mildy bumed

5.  The figixboard in the rept pessenger ares contalned afbermiriet electrical
wiring consisbent with aftermarket sterea compohents being Installed. No

components were located bned it appears thase dems were removed
sutsaquent b the fire.

August Z7, 2004 Paga & ProMet Fie o, 7457
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7.

Coser Inspection of the aftermarket sterao elecrical willng in the rex
passenger area did not reveal any electical short-circuiting that would
have caused the fire. Specifically, the insulaton for the electtical wiring
was not malbed, which 15 indicative of clectrical overheating. The wiring
routed to the dash area and one (1) heavy gauge wire {wire A) routed
through a firswsall apening rdght of the brake booster, Wire A was vold of
insulation three inches (3*) fmom the firewall (passenger osmparment
Sife} along i route owards the starter sulencdd, which was secured at
the right upper quiant of the firewall In the engine mgpartment.
Mtached bo the end of wite A (englne compartment side) was a bumed
fuse holder.

A shoxter heavy gauge wire (wire B) was attached 1o the stavter solenoid
Bt termninal, the gther end of the wire evidenced a ™set sgrew” conslstent
with the usa of a fusa holder.

It can he conduded that wires A and B are the same wire and they were
attached via a fuse hokler. Wire A &id not have any evikdence of electrical
short-drculting akong iz naute from the passenger compartment to the
engine compartment ahd wire B did not have any evidence of eledrical
short-clroulting.

Inspection of the passenger compariment fuse/ralay cetber tewenled No.
14, a 15-amp fuse, had falled,

ENGINE QUMPARTMENT

Our inspection of the angine compartment revealed moderate to Intense lower bo upper .

leval prograssive type bum pattems consistent with 2 fre orkginating In the: left rear

August 77, 2004 Mago 7 ProMet Fie Na. 7497
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quadrant of the engine campartment and propagating araumd the fromt of the engine I

- a clockwige direction. Specificalty:

4,

5.

The right upper cantrol am rear bushing was basically intact and the front
bushing was sightly bumed. The left upper control anm froat and rear
bushings were consumed Indicative of 3 fire that was more intense in the
et thind seciion of the engine compartment.

The batbery had evidunoe of Inbanse bum that tonsumed the case and
exposed the lead plates within,

Tha right engine valve erver was buimed in a progressive pattern {more

bun at the front than the rear). The left vaive cover evidenced a

significanty greaber hurm than the right vabve uover indicative of a fing that
was mane Intense |n the ledt third of the anglne compartment.

The vehldo was oquipped 2 V-8 angline ocoupled to an avtomatic
tranemission. The front face of the engine specifically, the sumimm
timing chain orvering revealed surface bum, white the left third o Ue left
timing chain coverng wits conswmed.  Again, this 19 indicative of a fire
that was more intense in the l=ft thivd section of the engine compartitysnt
than the right third.

The attemabor was located at the frort upper edga along the centerfing of
the engine. The left face of the attemator had evidence of intense bum.

The fusl supply and return hoses wore bumed but intact.  The sacuring
clips for the lnes were In place.

- Auguet 27, 2004 Paga B Problat Fle Ho. 7497
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10.

11.

The eledrical widng In the englne aympadiment was vold of Insulation.

Inspaction oF the wirlng did not reveal any eviklence of eledrical short-
dircuiting that would have caused this fire.

The sluminum, plasic and rubber componests secured to the top face of
the engine had evideno: of progressive bum pattemns, consistent with a
fire that propagated from the |eft third section of the engine compartment
to the right thind.

The alr condiioner condenser was oonsumed and all that remained of the
rediair was the left lower corner. The bum pattern observed to the
radlator is consistent with a fire that propagated from the left third secton
of the englne campadment 1o the right.

The powet steering fluki reservoir was constmed. The reservolr location
Is directy adfacent to the front third of the feft valve cover and stightly
forward and rigitt of the brake master cylinder.

The brake hooster, located in the I8ft rear quadrunl of the engine
mnpartment, exhibited evidence of exderior surface bum. ANl that

' remainad of the brake master cylider was the securing hardware

attachad to the braka booster,

Tt shauld be nobed that the front third section of the brake master Cyiinder

housing, as wel 2s intemal components of the master Cylinder, were
obsarved in the driveway fire debtls at the residehce, The fromt thivd of
the master ofinder was locatad in the dabrs. The front quarher of the

rmaster Cylinder axhibibed evidance of very lite bum,

August 237, 2004 Paga & Pradiet Fie Ho. 74597
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12. The right twe-thirds secton of the frout face of the power distribition
- canter had evidence of Intense bum. The distibution center 1s located
approximately six inches (67) to the left of the brake masher Gylinder
kxation ] forward of the brake boaster, The inkerior of the disirbuhion
center, specifically the electial wiring and relays, ol not eviklence
electrical short-drodting or electrical gverheating that woukt have caused
the fire.

13.  The oruise oontrol servo kcatad directly forwadrd of Lhe power distrizution
center exhiblbed evidence of Inbense bum.

BECALLS

We searched the Netional Highway Traffic Safety Admintstration (RHTSA) databasa

. - kiamify any preminary evaluations, engineeting analyses, or recalis on 2001 Fard F150
vehicles relating & electrical fires involving cruse control deactivation switches.

A search of thelr records, as welf as bechniel servioe bulletins, did not indicate ary
- problems relating to oulse oontrol deactivation switch fallures resulting 1 engine
compartment fires within 2001 Ford F150 venides at this Eme

However, & search of thelr records did reveal ODI Action No. EAD2-025, This ODLis an
englinesring analysls investigation involving the ondse confrol deactivation switch
fallures that result In fires, Whike the 2001 Ford F150 was not a listed vehicle In this
imesﬂgaﬁmtﬂmuﬂhemtdﬁathemhhﬁmmllﬂdmﬂlmmemmdin
the vehicle in question.

- Auguat 27, 2004 Paga 10 ProNat Bis Ho. 7457
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SUMMARY

In summaiy, this 2001 Ford F150 truck fire originated in the et rear quadrant of the
exigine compariment, specfically in the immadiate area of the bralee master cylinder a=
evidenced by the bumn patterns. Tha barn pattems are further indicative of a fire
ofiginating at the aulse control deactvation switch. Specifkafly, the cruise control
deactivation switch is located on tha top face front third section of the brake mester
cylinder and Is suppliad with 12-wolts at all Bmes. The Switch itseif had evidence of
mnumhuwmmeﬁutmuduurmemmqlnd:rmbumlm

In regands to crulse control deactivation switch fallures, it is known and documented
that thase switches have falled and subsequently caused fires.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend that the 2001 Ford F150 Lanat vehide be retained, secured arxd
probacted regarding any further testing or nspection by other Interected partles. We
ako reserve the right to be presant and obzeive any and all inspections or testing of
the Ford vehicle by any other concerned paries.

Migust 27, 2004 Pogm 14 Prodet Fll= Mo, 7997
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V. ATTACHMENT
PHOTOGRAPHS
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. i. View showlng the fire debris located at the vehicle owner’s residence.
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3 View showing the fire debris located at the insured's residence:.
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. g View showing the front of the 2001 Ford F150 Lariat vehicle.

. b. Rear view of the vehicie.
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7. Front to rear view of the right side of the vehiclke.
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10,

Front to rear view of the left side aof he vehicke.

Haar to front view of the left side of the vehicle.
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11, View of the vehicle identfication numbear.

11, fught ko ol wlaie wf U com

passenger campartment.
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13, Left m right view of the front

passenger compartment,
-5
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14.

Left to right view of the reoar
passencger compartment.
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15. VYiew showing the right third
of the dash.

—

16. View showing the center third
of the dash.
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17.  ew shawing the left third of the dash.
18. View showing the passenger comparbinent fuse/relay center.
Akl 27, ARl Hago 21 alicd #

e N, P87

SL08-01-50R-G03




-_— ww ws Em Es W ENCCEEEWEWTWTRMY

18.

20.

fapgrrl 5

Llnser view showing the passenger compartment fusefrelay canter.
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2i.  Owerview of the engine compartment.
22,
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23.  Left to right view of the engine cormpartment.

24.  Vew showing the right thisi
of the engine compartment.
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25.  View showing the centar third
of the engine compartment.
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26.

View showing the lefl third of
the engine compartment,
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27, View showing the right rear comer of the englne compartment.
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2. view showing the left rear corner of the engine compartment.
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2.

3.

A gl 3

View of the right valve cover and timing chain cover.
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31, View of the aftermarket wires A&B.

. 3. View of atermarket wire A,
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33, View of aftermarket wire B.

3. View of aftermarket wire A at the point where it enlers the passenger
compartment (engine compartment side).
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35, view of aftermarket wire A at the point where it enters the passenger
comparbment {passenger compartmert side). -

35, Another view of wire A.

-

Avast ¥, 061 Pz 3N Fufd e B, T2

sl




37, Closer view of wire A.

38.
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39. Closer view of the fuel hos2 connectors and clips.

40.  View of the iaft valve cover.
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1. Ylew gf the power distribution center-.

. 42,  Ancther view of the power distribution centsr.
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43.  Angther view of the power dislributlon center,
14.
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45.  Closer view of the right upper control arm bushing.

. 46.  View of the left upper control arm bushing.
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interior of truck bed
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Cllahoma Ciry, OiX T3126-8992

Mﬁsdq:ﬂgunn@fmmsmm com
FBax : A77-217-138%

a8 /207 2004 4 sk Jh Av.g}
Ford Motor Corppany
At Shawn Morton

D QO Box 6248 MD-INE-B
Dearborn, Michigan 48116

Be  Cuor Insured:

Our Claim #

Date of Loss: 07/ 2172004

Yonar Insted: Pord Motar Company

Your Claim #: Unknown

Deoductible Aot $500.00

Loss of Tke Amount: ﬂm" eauﬁlbq.i-ﬂ-pm

Total Amount Owed:  $14,107.00
Dy My, Notton:

We have made papment to oar insured for damages remitng froan this accident. Onor
imvestigation hes establichad that the above loss was caused hythe nepligence of pour insued
By virtue of our subrogarion righes this leger is 0o advise you thar we expece paymene from you
for the amonot of darmges within 14 days of the receipt of this lewer.

He advised that no partia] payment, which is bess than the. full amoun chimed herrin, will be
considered in any way an acceptance of benefies, a novation o an accord and satifaction of
th claim withenut the t written release of our chim exeauted by an indivadual who
idermifies himself/herself 25 2 mamber of cur subrogation department, Therefore, our legal
nghts to enforce collection on che remaining amount of the clzim shall not be waived ar
estopped due ta a partisd payment by you or samsans seting an pouor behalf

If you need additional suppart for our clain or requis further inforntation, please call me ax
512-234-5732 with yout FAX number 5o that the pequested information can be seat to you

Please be advise we will hold salvage for 45 days for your review apd inspecrion of vehirle.

Mid-Centory Insurance Company of Texss

Soth S

Scott Sheffiald .
Sl o R .







State Farm insurance Companies®

May 4, 2004 . 0. Bax 8813
Wimer Haven, FL 8833013
1-800-301-7350

FORD MOTOR COMPANY

PARKLANE TOWERS WEST STE 400

3 PARKLANE BLVD

DEARBOAN Ml 48126-2568

ARE:  OurClaim Number: 58-Y/720-839
Date of Loss: Aprd 27, 2004
Vehicls: 2001 Fard Plck-Up

VIN: 1FI'FI}(1HLE1I\-

Dear Ford Motor Company:

Tha identified vehicle is Insured by State Farm Mutyal Automoblle Insurancs Company. This
vehicle axperianced an engine compartmant fire.

State Famm® would Sike to give you the opportunity to inepect tha vehicle and give you advanced
notice of our potential submgation claim.

Plaasa contact e at 1 {800) 301-7380, Ext. B56S, within the next 15 days to sat up a time for
your inspection.

Si ’

Mattla Butier-Link

Clalm Asprasentative

1-800-301-7350, Ext. 8565

STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE INSURANGCE COMPANY ) ﬂf
MBL/0560504002.122 A(\qﬂ \ o

HOME OFFICES: GLOOMINOTON, ILLIND!S 61710-0001 ERAS-D05-1 C-0843
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© " 7705 Ann ballard Road

Tampa, FL. 31634-1334
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Our Project Na: 1050002
Insured:
Claim No:
Date of Loss: Apil 27, 2004

Datz of Notification: May 4, 2004
Date of Inepection: May 11, 2004

3 Report
a Prepsred For:

State Fanm Five & Casgally Co.
14055 Riverodge Dr., Soibs 500
Tampe, FL. 33637

Attn: Ms, Mathe Butler-Link

Report
Prepared By:

Sean P. Clinee, B.S.M.E.
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¢ i Interscience, Inc.
. TH13 Ann Bellard Road
Tampa, FL. 33434 3334

19, 2004 {813) 8054774
May Fax (813} 3£9-9157

State Farm Fire & Casualty Co.
14055 Riveredge Dr., Suite 500
Tampn, FI, 33637
Atfn: Ms. Mattie Butler-Link
~. Ra:  OunrProject No: LOS0-07
Inwured:
Claim No:
Date of Toes: April 27, 2004
Dite of Notificstion: May 4, 2004
Daic of Tnspection: May 11, 2004
Dear Ms. Butler-Link
. wehicle in conmection with the subject fire loes, and submiiz ite findings in this report.

BACKGROUND

Rmmdﬂiﬂﬂnmbjuctvehiduhdm&ﬁmhyﬂmsmnfﬁnimmdm
the time of fhs subject loss. The vohicle had been parked is a parking lot of & YMCA. A
passecby obsetved the fire and alerted the driver of the vekicle of e situation, The driver
proceaded to attempt to extingish the Erewnﬂuﬁruemugmhu,butmmmm
The fire reportedly acourred approximately ono hour sfier thvs vebicls had been parksd.
The fire depariment bad been-contacted md the five was sibsequently extinguished.




State Farm Fire & Casualty Co.
May 19, 2004
5 - 2

Ihahmidﬂﬂwuremrmdmﬂmtethm&mnydemdum,h&
mmhnquenﬂjmquwbdmcm&mtmiwmﬁpﬁminmﬂmmlﬂmdaim.m
vehicle was transported to Co-Part located in Riverview, Florida.

OBSERVATIONSIISCUSSION
On May 11, 2004, Interscience, Inc. visited the Co-Part Auto Salvage, at 12020 US

- Highwey 301 South, Riverview, Floride. The mmposs of fhis visit was 0 comduct an
origin and caues investigation of the subjéct vahicls fire,

The zubject vehick: wag a black 2001, Ford F-150 pick up truck bearimg vohicle
- identifieation umber (VIN) IFTEXISLSINJJJJ. The odometer reading could ot be
determined at the time of the inspection as the odometer was digital and required a power
supply 63 registee 8 reading,

A vigual examination of the intericr and extorior of the subject vehicls revealod that
the windshield of the vehicle on the driver's side had sustained fire damape as a result of
radian{ beat from the engine comparbment, Esgentiglly no fire or smoke damage was
uhseﬂed.nnﬂminwﬁnrnfﬂwwhich.ﬂomy,ﬁmmmmﬁmmg:mthc
interior side of the fire wall below the dash bosrd on the driver’s gide. This was moat

likely cansed by radiant beat from the epgine compartment.

Intcrsr= ~=ne Tnge,
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State Farm Fire & Casualty Cn,
May 19, 2004
L0500.02 — Page 3

The interior fuse pancl wag examinod and five fuses were observed o have been
blown. The fuse diagram was not available for identifying the circuits served by the
foses,

The engine compartment was systematically and thoroughly inspocted and photo
dopumented. The arca of fire origin was determined to be located within the engine
compartrment on the driver’s side of the vehicle which had sustained significant fame and
-M&mn.mﬁmmeHMdWEdmmdﬁvusﬂuufﬁem
compariment. The fire commmed most readily combustible materials in this Incalized
area. ]

Bvidence remuining indicated thet the cause of the fire wns most probably electrical
inmnn'u.Aﬂaeralldehﬁswmimpecﬂdh-ﬂuhan&ﬂ:'aﬁlmidﬂnﬁfymyﬁmm
item or items, suspect electrical componsnts were colleeted. A preliminary examination
ufmnfﬂlmmmpmmmmnmwwdmnite.m“mmmmm
retained for finther examination. Since the vebicle had been parked for approximately
one hour, the possibility of this being a fucl rcinted firc was climinated.

An examingtion of the components retained was condncted at Interscience, [nc.
iy locate in Tampa, Mlorda. Examioaton of the clectrios compaacr Gom the
engine compartment identified evidence of arcing in a cruise control deactivation switch.
An X-Bay of the deactivation switch was taken to determipe the point of filwre within

!

intergcience, Inc.



State Farm Fire & Casualty Co.
May 19, 2004
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the switch. The X-Ray revealed that the fnterice of the switch had elecirical arcing. This
arcing was a failure within the switch. This switch was located an the brake master

cylinder on the driver’s side of the engine compantment.

CON ONS
It is the comclusion of Interacienca, Inc. that the arca of fire origin was located on
-ﬂwdﬁver‘aaidewiﬂ:inﬂwmginncnnmhnnﬂnfﬂwwhiﬂe.ﬁepainiufuﬁginm
_within » cruise conirol deactivation switch located in the engine compartrent,
The cause of this firc was moat likely overheating end short circuiting of the cruise
. control deactivation switch. No other fire-cansing malfunction was identificd during the
cxamination of the vehicle.

Interscience, Inc. operates as & mdq:mdmtmmm The opinicns expressed are
basad upon information available at the time this report was dimfted and draw upon the
background, training and experience of the personnel imvalved in the investigation.

n accordance with the ASTM standards, Interscicace, Inc. will retxin al! records

Fulntedtu this assignment for seven years.

Int:ﬂniamlct,]nc.



State Farm Fire & Casualty Co.
- May 19, 2004
© L0002 —PageS

Respectfilly submiited,
INTERSCIENCE, INC. Reviswed by,
= RGO
Sean P.Cince, BEME. Geus Bullingtoa '
SPC:lke
@ ) l:de:mc.lnu.

EPRS-805-L C-0811
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I-8. Exlerior views oF the subject vehicle.
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5-15. Intecior views of the subject vehicle,
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L6. A view of the vehicle inatrument panst.
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24. Qverall view of the engine compasiment.




26-28. Views of the engine compariment.







vehicle,

30-31. Views of bum darnags to the interior side of the fire wall of the







34-35. Yiews of the dovers side of the engine compartmant.




36-40, Vicws of arcing to an tlectrical cannectar.
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44-31. Views of the slectrical connectors ncated at the top of the deactivation switch on
the master cylinder.
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52-55. Views of the interios-fuse panel of the vehicle.
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56-57. Views of the engine compartment with the master cylinder removed. . "




58. A view of the evidence that was remaved from the subject vehicle.
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§9-69. Views .nf arcing on the electrical connestors of the cruise control deactivation
swikch : : - ;






















