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L INTRODUCTION

On October 10, 2001, a five occurred lovolving @ Ford vehide. On October 15, 2001,
The Probet Group, Inc., was reiained by Mr. Rory Jones of Texas Farmers Insurance
Empanymmmadmevehlde:anddeta'nﬂﬂﬁnu@naﬂmlﬁedmem

On October 15, 2001, Rardy CaMison of The ProNet Group inspected the vehicie at I
B residence, located | rot ~tw, Te@s.  During this
visit, the vehicle exteriar and interor weare visually obsaerved and photagraphs were
taken to document our observations. All photographs are available for review.

The brake pressure switch and eledrical connector were colledzd during this Inspection
and are agrently stored by PruNet panding further instrudions from Texas Farmers
Insurance Comparty.

11, BASIS OF REPORT
This report 15 based on the following:
1. Inspection of the vehida
2. Research of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
recards to identity any peeliminary evalustions, engineering analyses, or

recalls on 1996 Ford F150 vehicles.

' \\3. Informabion and obsacvations as noked in this repott

b
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This nepaxt is based upon infonmation avallable to us at this ime, and &s not necessarily
fnal. Shoutd additional Information be presanted or discoverad, we reserve the right to
review and, i¥ necessary, revise this report and our conclusions in Eght of that
information.

IIL VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

The vehide was identified as a white Ford F150 axtended b truck, manufacture date
March 1996, baaring Texas license plate No. TEB397 and Vehide Identification NO.
1IFIDXi724W ] The vehide milleage was 100,940. Both the regishetion and
inspection stickers were consumed In the fire.

IV. CONCLUSION

Based on our chservations and findings as noted In this report; it is our opinion that the

~1996 Ford F150 truck fire originated in the left rear-third of the engine compartment
and was caused by a resistant short within the brake pressure switth {auise control
deactivation switch) located on the top face of the brake master cyfinder. 1t Is further
our opllon that Ford Molor Company should be held accountable for the loss.
Furthermare, the reladonship between the brake pressure ast-off switch and the brake
fuid reservolr should be addressad.

We base our opinlons on the following:

1.  Inspection of the engine compariment revealad a moderate-to-upper level
burn that was more intense W the left- rear third of the engine
compartment than ohserved throughowt any cther anea.

fiovember &, 2001 Page 4 Proet Fie No. 5904
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2.  The burn gbsatvations nated to the wining harness routed adjacent to the
brake bocster, relay center, power steering fiuid reservolr, and air filter
housing place the palnt of origin at the brake pressure switch.

3. With the bum noted o the exterlor and interior of the breke pressure
switchfconnector it can be conduded a high resistiance short ocomred
[exceeding five (5) ohms] within the interor electrical portion of the
switch, Subsequently, the switch overheated meling (by radiamt heat
transfer), then Iigniting the plastic composite material of the brake fuid
reservolr. It should be noted that the switch Is located approximately
three-sixteanths Indn (3/16") forward of the kewer front face of the brake
fluld resenvolr.

Ford Mot Company Corporate Offices are located at American Road, Dearborn,

Michigan, Phone No. 313-322-3000.

¥. DISCUSSION

VEHICLE INSPECTION

Owr exterdor Inspection of the vehide revealed, fire damage o the fronk thind of the
vehide, more specifically:

1.  The kit front headlamg plastic tim was bumed as well as the left front wheel
opening molding.

2 The ket half of the afermarket bug deflechor secured ta the front face of the
hood was melted.

Raovember 85, 2001 Py S Praofiet File MNo. 5904
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3.  The et lower third of the front windshield was shattered.

4.  The left fronk fender was approximatedy ninety-percent (90%) vold of palnt.
5. The laft rear third of the hood was consume.

Inspection of the Intarior of the vehicle revesled:

i. Al inberior companents were covered with a mild layer of soot.

2. The left fronk third of the headliner was sevarsty bumed.

3.  The op face of the dash, spedfically tha area of the defrost vent, left of center
was rmetted.

4, Melted debtis was nobed on a left front Aoorboard.

Inspecidon of the engine compartment revealed moderate upper level bum, which was
mare intense in the lefk rear comer of the engine comparmeant.

More specifically, the dght; hatf of the engine compattment: revealed.
1. Insulaton-vold wirdng adjaoent to the buss bar, located at the right rear cormer of
the firewall it should be noted that a greater consummation of the insulation

wasmmufme buss bar.

A Tha air corxiionat’ hoses were consumed.

Newamber 6, 2001 Page G ProMet Fle Mo. 5904
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3. The battery case was bumed, however the greatest intensity was ohserved at
the lait rear third of the hattery.

4, The top face of the upper radiator hase was mildly burmed, while the bottom
face hose was badcally intact.

5. The wiring hamess that routsd across the firewall from the right comer o the
left comer of the firewall was camplebely void of insulation. It should be noted
that the insulation of the wirlng hamess b the right comer of the firewall was
stll somewhat Intact. This cannot be said for the hamess as it ran to the kit
cormer of the flrewall This Is tndicathve of a fire thet was more Imbense In the left
half of englne compartment than at the right half of engine compartment.

Our inspection of the left half of the engine compartmenk, as noted befiore, revealed a
greater Int2nsity in bum. More speciically:

1. The ieft side sparkplug wires were moderately bumed atong thelr route b
the coll pack while the right side sparkplug wires were onty mildly burned.
This Is Indicative of a fire that was mare Intense on the left side of englne
compartment than on the right.

2. The power steering fluld reservolr had fallen from Its proper location onto
the top face of the lower steering shaft. On doser inspection the
reservall’s plastic composite cap was totally consumed and mild bum was
noted to the exierior of the reservolr.  However, the left rear face of the
resanvir was intecssly bumed. This Is Indicative of a Mre that was more
intense rear and left of the reservglr. Tt should be sald that these
observations were noted subsequent to maoving the reservolr back to its
proper kication.

Navemnber 6, 2601 Page 7 : FroNet File Ho. 5504
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3. The air filter housing was mkily burmed across ks front face. However,
the top and rear face were Intally consumed exposing the bumed remalns
of the alr fitter element. It should be noted that this Is Indicative of a flre
that was mora inbense rear of this housing than in fronk of it.

4, The air intake bibe hetwean the throte body and the alr filter housing
was ntally consumed,

5. The underbood fuse/relay center was burmned. However, an intendty in
bum was noted on the right face of twe fuse/relay cenber, This &s
Indicative of a fire thet was mane intense right of the relay center.

The bum cbservations noted to the wirng harness muted adjacent to the brake
booster, the relay center, power steering fluld reservoir, and alr filker housing directed
our Inspection te the area of the brake master cinder, Closer Inspection of the brake
master tylinder revealed:

{. The brake fluid resarvoir was totally consusnad as wall as the front rear
sealing grommets for the Auld reservalr,

2. The steel remains of the brake pressure o-off switch (oruise control
deactivation swikch) were noted on the top face forward end of the brake

master cyfinder.
Closer Inspection of the brake pressure switch {cruise oontrol deactivation switch)
secured it the top face of the master oylinder and ks alecirical connector revealed:

1 [ntense burn was obsetved fo the plastic composite material within the
pressure switch, The plastic composite material on the top face of the

Navember 6, 2001 Page B froet Flz No, 5904
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switch, which contained the eledriz]l eminals, was not located on the
switch.

2. The brake pressure switch electrical connechor was observed on the top face
of the left Iower control arm directly below the master cylinder. I should be
noted that the oonnecior had separated from RS wiring hamess.

3. mmmmMMQ&ﬂmnmﬁamﬂEMamﬂmnm
that the connector was atiached tn the missing portion of the pressure
switch (as noted above).

4, The exterior porion of the connector was bilstered, while the compasite
material of the switch, which endosed the elecoical connectors, contained
an Intense burn within s Interor poctdon. This Is Indicative of a fire that was
e intense within the interior portion of this section of the switch.

5. No destnucive inspaction of this connechorfswitch was performed In arder to
presen the evidence.

Inspaction of the interlor fuse blodk located directly left of e steerdng column revesled
fhe crutse control/stop lkamp 15-amprage fuse was blown,

With the burn notad o the esterior and Inberlor of the brake pressure switchf/cannector
It can be conduded that a high resistance short oocurred [exceeding five (5) ohms]
occurred within the Interior electrical partion of the switch.  Subsequently, the switch
overheated melting (by radiant heat transfer), then igniting the plastic compasite
matettal of the brake fiuld reservor. It shoutd be noted that the switch is tacated
approximately three-shemenths Inch (3716%) forward of the [ower front face of the brake
Auid reservoir.

MNovember &, 2001 Page - - Probet Rle No. 5504

EADS—05-LC-2711



RS ——

—3

rram e
akiri=

v
i

. ]
bl

RECALLS

We searched the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration {(NHTSA) database to
Identify ary preliminary evahmbtons, engineering analyses, or recalls on 1996 Fond F150
vehidles refating o rake pressure switch Fallures,

A search of thelr ragords, as well as bechwical service bulleting, did not indicate any
problems relating to brake pressures switch falkres within Ford FL50 trucks at this
time.

SUMMARY

In summary, the 1996 Ford F150 truck fire originated in the left rear thind of the engine
compartment and traveled Into the Interior adjacent to the steering columh and was
cased by 3 resistant shart within the brake pressure switch {crulse aoitrol deaciivation
switch) lkocated on the top face of the brake master ofinder. Ford Motor Company
shotkd ba hald accountable for tha koss. Furthermore, the raelationship between the
braka prassura cut-off switch and the brake fluid ressrvoir shoukl ba addressed.

RECOMMENDATIONS
We reonmmand that the 1996 Ford truck vehide be retained, secured and protected
regatding any further testing or inspection by othar Intanested parties. We also reserve

the right to be present and observe amy and all Inspections or testing of the Ford truck
vehide by any other concemned parties.
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PHOTOGRAPHS
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1. View showing the front of
the Fard F-150 truck.
—

- A Rear view of the Ford truck.

MNovember G, 2001 Page 12




3. Right slde view of the Ford trudk.

4. Left side view of the Ford truck.
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7. View of the s00t on the left Inslde door panel.

8. Vlew of the fire damage
chserved to the Interlor as
viewed from the ieft-to-right.

—
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9, View of the interlar as viewed
from the right-to-left.

—

. i0. View of the fire debris in the feft front flaorboard.

f

N
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11. View of the bum observed to the hood.

12.  View of the bum observed to the |eft front fender.
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15,

16.

View of the brake pressure
switch as viewed from the
left-to-right.

_}

View of the brake pressure switch In reiattonship to the under hood fuse relay
center, the alr filter housing and the area that once secured the power
stearing Auid reservolr,

November 6, 2001 Page 19 ProNet File No. 5904 ERE3-D20-{ C-2921




17. View of the pressure switch In relabdonship to the right Face of the under hood
fuse/relay center as viewed from the right to the left

l"‘““n

18. Overview of the electrical connector on the top face of the left lower control
arm.

Novamber 5, 2001 Page 20 Problet Ale No. 5904




. i9. (oser view of the efectrical connector on the top: face of the left lower contral
arm. :

. 20.  View of the elecir{cal connector prior to Its removal from the feft lower gontrol
arm.

. November 6, 2001 Page 21 ProNet Flla No, 5904




. 21,  View of the electrical connector subsequent to #ts removal from the control
arm. :

. 22, View of the burn observed within the switch partion.
L ]
L
’
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23. View of the electrical connectors.

24, View of the brake pressure switth as viewed from the front towards the reat.
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. 25. Claoser view of the brake pressure switch prior to its remaval.

. | 26. View of the brake pressure switch and Its elecirical connector subsequent to
being Eken into evidence.
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27.  View of the engine compartment as viewed from the right-to-left.

28,  View of the engine compartment as viewed from the left-to-right.

November G, 2001 Page 25 ProNet Fle No. 5904
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. 29. Overview of the engine compartment.

. 30.  View of the bum observed to the left rear corner in the battery and the buss
bar.
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31. Qverview of the power steerng fluld reservolr, prior to its removal from the
top face of lower steering shaft.

32. View of the power steering fluld reservolr. Note the burn on the left rear Face
of the reservoir.
—_— "
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33, Closer view of the bum to the left rear face of the reservalr.

34. Overview of the Interlor fuse pand, prior to the removal of the fuse panel

November 6, 2001 Page 26 Proiet Fie No, 5904




35. View of the interfor fuse block subsequent to the remaoval of the fuse panel.

36. View of the Interor fuse panel.
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37. View of the blown 15-amp fuse, which protected the crulse controlfstop &Amp
clrcult.
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FIRE INVESTIGATION
Report One and Final

INSURED:

LO9S EOCATION: .

BATE OF 1088: $t. Lonis Safesco

FIFs NG  Memem - 05 DEC 271 2004

Mail Received

Report Date: Owcenbar 4, 2004

Prapared Forr  Safeca Insuyrance Company
P. O. Box 481

St. Lowis, MO 63166

Attantion: Joe Drurmwright

THIS REPORT AURNISHED AS PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL TO ADDRESSEE.
RELEASE 10 ANY UTHER CLMPANY, CONCERN, OR iNDIVIDUAL 15 SOLELY THE
RESPONSIEILITY OF ADDRESSEE




8421802 December 5, 2004
Insured:-

The sssigrumert was received on Novamber 23, 2004 with instractions to condact
2 cause and origin investigation, The mestigation commenced on November 249,
2004,

1)  Veshikde Fire Examinabion Report

2)  Thirty -ive color phtographa with explanation sheat

3) Vahicle Fire Scane Diagrams with two color overdaya

4)  Milbrook Fine Depariment raport

5) Vehicle Recels On-Line Database Search Results

8)  NHTSA Office of Defacts Invastigations (3).

T}  Twao ConsumerAffairs Com ssanch reaults maporia an Fond Trock Engine
Firea comaumer complninty (one registared by Inaured)

8)  Tachnical Sawvice Bulleting Summary Reports

9 Autormnotive Forurn Measage board melative to Ford Expeditions.

10) Additionsl Materlals Paciet containing one cassette tape, mounked
- photagrapite, snd a compiete photograph fils.

VEHICLE FIRE EXAMINATION

Thawﬁdsmninaﬁmmmﬁmdhhimud‘ldrhmya_
Millbrook, Alabama on Navermnbar 29, 2004 where it had been parked

axca the losa

The vehigla examined was a 1297 Ford Expediion, hearing tha wvehicle
identification number # 1FMEU7LSVL]. The cense plata that had been
displayed on the vehicle was Alabama ficonse JJJ: vohicle adomater
displayad the mieage 23 13.970.1.

There were no apgweciable alterafions to the vehicle or amma of origin.  The
battery cablas haq besn cut during fire suppression. The insumed's fathar had
cavered the vehicle with @ tarpaufin sfter tha incident for protaction

Sacuriiy at the ime of the losg is not at iseua. Respondng firefighters found tha
vehicle gecure upon their amrival. They forced anby inio the passenger
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corrgedment by brsaking tha driver's window in drder to relegas the hood. The -
hood cabla had been damsaged by ths fira and the firefighters then made forcad
oy inlc the ongina compartment by breaking the grill and manually releasing
tha hood locking mechaniam.

Exterior examination revealad that the hood, driver's side fendar, and windshiald
had susizined the haavieat fire demage. The bum patherna on the hood covared
the half of the hood on the driver's sida of the vehicle and exiended up across
the windshleld. Tha fire had mefted a hole in the aluminum hood deck on the
drive’s side. Tha firs had bean confined to tha angine compartmant.

Tha front tire on the driver's side of the nuck was the only tive that had sustalmad
fire damage and tha damage had boen Emited o surface demage st the top
inslda porfion of the lre. All the tres wave in Garviceabls condition. The spam

tira was mounted In e cporg e rack snd was servicaabls. There was no
widonce found that the Eres or wheels had bsen mcenty removed or
exchanged. No avidance of pre-fira irgumma was found on the exdesior of tha
vishicfa.

Tha battery was locsied mear the front of the engine comparimesnt on the
paesenger alda. The lop of tha hettery case had melted away on the side facing
tha driver's side of the vehicle tut displayed no evidence of fallure. Both of the
batiery cablés had baan cut naxt ta the aminals. Responding firefightars had
cut the cables in order to de-enengiza the alectrical systam.

The heaviest fim damage was found between the mastar glinder and the
alectrical panel jocetsd on tha diver's side of the vehicle. Directional paltems
amarated outwanrd from this point in all direclions. The fine had exbendead from
the engine compartmant at the rear, nexdt o the divers sida fender and up
acroas the drived’s side of the windshiold.

Tha Emer fanders were construched of plastic. A bole had meltad Swough the
inner fonder on the drivers skle of tha vehicle beneath the passenger sida of the
cloctical pael. The plastic cover of the slecirical panel had meled arx
collapsed down onto the components neide the panel. The plastic comporents
of the heaks masiar cyllndar had meitad and it had sustainad the haaviest fira
damage on he side facing tha slectrical panal.
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Fira pattem analysi indicated the point of origin was locsted at the brake master
cylindar.

Patential hegt sowrces at tha point of origin cansisted of the components of the
alectrical systam such as the angins compartment light, electizal panal and a
portfon af the wiring system. The speed control switch was alsa lcatad Infat the
point of odgin.

An slectrical component that had electrical wirdings was attached %o an slectrical
conductor and was hanging down on the driver's side of the engine benaath the
master cylinder. This componant appaamed to be the fuid kevel switch that had
besn mounted on the top of the brake master cyiinder near the middia.
Examination faiied to reveal evidence of Talure.

Arcing was noted on one of the axposed strandad canductars on the passenger
9ide of tha wiring hamass posiffonad next to the master cylinder. Tha damage
on thig girand appearad secandary In nature and ocored as the fire developed
and degradad the insulation.

Tha top cover of the electrical panel had collapsed down onto he intemat
componants and omte the wikhg hameseges, The heavicst firs damege fa the
electricdt panel was o the side facing the brake master cylinder. The ramnants
of the caver and meltad plastic were not comprdmised during this sxamiiation n
arder Wo-avoid spoliation. Further examination wil require destructive testing.

The wehicla had been parked and ths angine had basn tumed off for at least
thity rnutes prior o the fire. Operational tempecatures from the exhwaust
companants and engine would have cocled aufficanty as to not be a campelant
igniion source.

The only potantial heat sources et the point of arigin conzlated af the components
of the vehide's electrical system. Research of various databasss concerming
consumear complaints whated to the Ford Expadition series indicated problems
with the epeed control deactivation switch connacted ko the master aWlinder. The
materia! reportod leaking braks fluid inside the switch was capable of causing an
slectrical faylt kgnking. a fira while parked and turmed off. The fire analysia and
ragaarch supporte this theary 23 the cause of this fira. The heaviest and lowest
fire damage was located at the braka master cylindar. The brake master cyfader

was heavily fire damaged.

Al of the evidenca was photographad aad left at the fise scena.
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Insured:

_Wﬁhtamﬂmdm November 29, 2004, ot the fire scens in
referenca 10 this firs. During the Intecview she melated the following infomiation.

I oo ciazad the 1597 Ford Expedition i 2001 fram an individual
named Jason Goer, 3ince she has ownad the vehicle, she has had regular
mahntenence performed. John Scolt had changed the spark phugs, fuel fitee, and
col. She has not received any vehicle racall notifications on the vehicle. No
aftar market appliances or widing have been installed in the vehide.

Approximatefy three or four months ago, sha took the Ford Expadition to a Ford
Dealership in Aubum, Alabama and had them to do 2 complete chedk of tha
vahicia. The dealership mechanics connected the wehicle o a dlagnostic
comguter and checkad tha plugs and wires., 3hoe alzo tad the oll changed while
it waa theme.

Om Novamber 14, 2004, st approximaiely 10:00 AM, I a9 retumed
home from Wal-Mart iche in har ddveway. Twenly to thirly
minutes ater, her friand, whe [vas down the atrast, saw armoks

. coming from har vehide, ceyne & har house and told her that ha
nesxded & fiw extinguisher car wag on fire. Ha ok tha fire
extinguisher out and triad 1o extinguiah the fire but coukd nat get it under contral.
He came back in and told her to cal the fim deparment. Savenal MiNbrook
Police Officars amived and were spraying the firs with her water hoge whan the
it depertmant amived at tha scena. Flremen broke the driver's window oul o
get into the vehicle In order & releass the hood. The hood lalch would nat
reloass a0 they broka the grill and manually opened e haod.

On November 29, 2004, | tavalad to the MElbrook Fire Department and oblained
a copy of tha fira report for thi fim.  Fire Marshal Doyle Campbell informed me
that he had not responded to the fire or investigated the fire, A capy of the fire
rapoet is enciosad in thiz raporl.

Buring my inveatigation of this fire | traveled fo the Eckerod Ford, Lincoln, and
Mercury Daalership in Culiman, Alsbama ind checked the vehicke for necalls by
tha vahicla idontification numbar. Mo racalls for this Ford Expedition wene Kund.
The Nafional Higwesy Traffic Safety Adminisiration datshase was researched for
racalls and technical service buBletins for this type vehicis. There ware 353
tachnical sarvica bulleting found pertaining to wvarous potsetisl probdems bul
nothing consistent with this pacticular fire. Consumer Affalrs and Autormnciive
Forum's on the intaanet wene aiso researched. There was information indicating
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chronlc problema with Ford Expadition vehlcles. The problems amae from a
defectiva spead control deaciivatian switch, which would wear and allow bwake
fiuid {0 acep Inko or Infitirate the switch causing & shart circuit condition, igniting a
fhad. According fo congumer complaints thass are regular occumences,

DETERMINATION OF ORIGIN AND CAUESE

anaﬂunandgﬁmdul:uquuﬂhmﬁgnﬁmirﬂhﬂdhhwﬂu/'
resuit of an apparent electrical falura in the cruie coniml deactivation switch.

Tha control switch is a componant of the master brake cylinder and apersiaa aa
the achuatar rad movea forwan] and baclkward. Fairas occur whan braks fiud
infiltrates thiz awitch, reaulting in a shart clrcult and ignion.

Thin mpart wil servie to closa this investigation unlass further instructions am
recaived. If | can ba of further asslstance. or if additions! information is requined,
please da not hexsitate in contacing ma.
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1)

4)
3)

&)
9)
10)
1)

12)

o

13)
14)
15)
16)

17}

18)

PHOTOGRAPH EXPLANATION SHEET

A viaw of the front of the vehicle as viewed fram the frant fauard the

raar. .

Amﬂhmgwmﬁmmmummmmn
side of the vehicle.

A view of the rear of the vehicle a4 vigwed from the rar.

A view of the drivar's side of the vehicls ac viewsd fram the front an

the driver's sida of the vahicle.

A view of Uw bum pattems and firs damage o Ba hood and

windshiek as viewed from the front of the vehicle.

A view of the bum pattoms and fre damage o the hood as viewed

fram the divey’s of the vahicle.

A view of the Evterior of te vehicia as viewed twough tha ddver's door.

A view of the elecirical panal in fhe passenger compariment ax viewed

fram tha driver's door.

A viaw of the fire damage to the boltom aids of e hood 38 viewed

from the front of the vehicle.

A view of the fire damags 1o the angine Sompariment a8 viewsd fom

the froat of the vehice.

A visw of tha fire damags b the engine comparimant 25 viewsd from

the passenger side of tha vehicla

A view of the firg damage irrside the haff of the engine cormpartment on

the passanger side of the vehide as viewed fom the fot of the

vetada, .

A viaw of the fire damege inside the half of the angine cxxnpanmesnt on

the driver'a alde of the vahicle 22 viewed from tha froat of tha wshice,

A view of the heavy fire damage on the hotlom of the hood at the

driver"a skia of tha vahicle as Wewed from the front of the vehicle.

A viaw of tha fins damage to the battery on the passenger side of the

anging compariment as viowad fram the font of the wehicks.,

A view of tha fire damage and hole bumed thegugh tha inner fender

inside the frant driver's skde wheal well a3 viewed from the driver’s side

of the vahicls.

A visrw of the fine damage located bonesth the paint of arigin &3 viewsd

through the hole burned through the inner fender s viewed from the

front on the fromt wheel well on the driver's side of the vahicie.

A viaw of the firs damags at the point of origin at the rear of the engine

compartmertt on the driver's side of the engine compariment as viewad

from the passenger side st the front of the vehicle.




94218-02452 Decembarg, 2004
Inaured:

18) A view af the fira demage 3t the poéint of arigin at the rear of the engine
compartment an the driver's skia of the angine compartment as viewed
from the driver's side at the froat of the vahicle.

200  Aview from a diferent angie of the fire damage at ihe point of ordgin at
the rear of the angine compartment on the drivars sida of the engine
comparimant aa viewad from the fronf of the wehicke.

21} A view of the firs damage io the rear of tha anglne on the driver's sida
of the vahicla as viewed from the driver's alde of the vehicla.

22} Anather view from a dilfferant angle of the fire damage to the rear of the
engine on the driver's side of the vehicle aa viewed from the driver's
zidw of the wehicls.

23} Another view from a differant angla of the fire d&mage o the mar of tha
angine on the driver's side of the vehicla as viewsd from the drivar's
side of tha valhcle.

24) A view of the fire damage o the top of the angine as viewed from the

- front of the vehicle,

25} A view of the firs damags iccated beneath tha point of ornigin as viewed

through the hole bumed through the inner fendec as viewad from the
. frat on the front whvesl well an tiwe drivec's aide of the vehicle.

8

A close up view of tha fire damage to the elechical companant that had
been hanging helow the point of arigin aa viewed after it was pieced on
tha vehicle for photgraphlc purposes.

Another closs up view from a diffanant angie of the i damage to the

slectrical companent that had besen hanging balow the point of onigin

as viewad afier it was placed cn the vahiche for phatographic pumpasas.

A cioae up view of the fire damapge to the aleciricat component that had

bean hanging below the point of onigin as viowsd eftor it was placed on

the veticle for phadograghic surposes

20) A view of the flee damage & the air clsaner and front of the alsctrical
pandl a8 viewad from tha driver's sikde of the vehicls.

30) A view of tha fire damage o the alechical panal next to the point of
origin a2 viewed from the drivar's side of the vahicle.

3} A vew of the fire domage b the electrical componaent and wiring
hameass locatad at the mar of the electrical panal a2t viewsd from the
driver's side of tha vehicke.

37  Another close up view of the point of origin and the fire damage [ the

alr cisaner, maswar cyfinder, and alecirical panal 23 viewed from the

8+

drivars side of the vehida.

33) A view of the firs damage to the rear of the dlectrical panel as viewsd
fram tha driver'a sie of tha vehide.

34) Ancfher view of the fire damage to the electrical panel 23 viawed from
the drivex"s side of the vehicls,




9421602454 Decamber 9, 2004
Inaured: IR

35) A close up view of &n arced eonductor located between the master
cylinder and the siacirical panal as viswad from the drivar'a side of the
vahicla.
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.ﬂﬁFEElJ FROPERTY & CAGUALTY INBURANCE COMPANIES

" RAFECO Fmrence Compaay of Ametica ' Phour ITING T - .
Recovery Mauagenseat S - el e b uuusunﬁ AFFAIRS
1315 M. Thighwey Eiive :
mem uarw ariota, com
e g = o 5 REZ5 A759
.8t Lowia, MO 63166-9970
February 16, 2005 .
GEPTOD
Ford Motor Compan:
Conumer Affairs - FEB2 5 oot
P O Box 6248 Md-Inc-b s e
Dearborn, MI 48126 R
Insured Name: FEB 25 705
o N e ettt Gy
To Whom It May Concern:
. Our investigation to date indicates that you were the proximate cause of this logs. Under the

terma of our insured’s policy with us, we have become: legally subrogated to the right to our
insured to recover our dwmages. As such, we are seeking reimbursement from you for the
dsmages we pakl out on behalf of our insured.

Mﬁn_ﬂﬂmmmmuthﬁelmtﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂ.& In sdeittion, our

imswred imenrred deductible aud/er owt-of-pecket expeases uulugmu,mm
total muennt of the cinim to $7,322.88.

"On 1171404 oor imsured's 1392 Fard Expedition canght fire. The fire originated under
the baod. A Camse & Ovrigin inspection was conducted and concinded the firi: was doe to
electrical faillure in the cruive contre] denctivation switeh. Therefore, we are

requesting that yon review the atisched sapporting docawentation and consider

- payment of owr claim. IF it is that you § this vehicle, it is
located ai ewr insured's mwmoxu-
: L




Paga 2
Shannon R Pynas
Fabruary 18, 2006

It i qur desire to resolve this matter in an amicable fashion. If you were insured at the time of
this 1oss, plesse rafer this matter to your insurance compeny 50 the claims adjusiac can contact us
directly. If you were uningured gt the time of the [om, please send your payment to the following
addreas (please remember to put the claim tumber an your check):

SAFECO Inmrance
8t. Louis Branch Cashicr (Swhrogation)
PO BDX 451
St Eouly, MO 63166-9970

If you are unabta to pay the above amount within the text 14 days, please contact Maria Heche ot
800-332-3226 extennion 483444and she will assist you in any way that she can
so thet we can establish a reasonable repayovent plan

Sincerely,
Recovery Management
SAFECO Insurance Company of America

(300) 332-3226 Fax: (338} 268-8840
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State Farm Insurance Companies

Ciaien Office
P.0. Bax 80710
Midland, TX 787110710
Juha ¥, 201
Shaumn L Morken
Claims Analysis/Corporate Leagal Asshetant
Ford Moplor Company

Fardans Towsmn Wheat, Saite 30D

Threa Parklane Bivd. |
Dearborn. Ml 48126-2568 MA “)

fe:  Insued:

Claim Number: Qp'b %ﬁ qu

Date of Loss: A

4 \
fﬂo Q
Dear Shawn Mortan: e
Enditsad ploase find soma of the g r letter of May 2, 2001. Wa have
includad an Affidavit of Vahide Fira from photos of the demage, and tha

eatimate for the damage found on the .

Wa have ascurad the parts that wars damagad on the vehicls and would be happy to ship them
to you.

Thie eccident securred on Apdl 12, 2001, In Odaessa, Texas. Prior to the acci

had driven the vehicie, a 1866 Ford F160 picamp, from har hause to a frisnd's houge, Ag she
got out of the velicls she want imko the howsse and a child playing in the yard came and toki her
that there was smoke coming out under her hood. Then she went back out and kited up the
hood and thare ware flameas. The flaimes waws yellow, She dropped the hood back down and ak
that ime # appears that the fira went out,

Thera wias nat a police report or fire dapartment mpert made becaues the fire want ut by ltelf.
The mileage on the vahicla at the time of the accidant was 81,634 miles.

Tha sSleged defect iz a bake master cyindar fallura that caused the fire. The part has basn
replaced as well as the other parts argund it that were bumed in this incident.

I have requested tha named insured send me racords on any problems with the vehicis. Thay
have not had any problema with the vehicle and they said that their oil changes ama done &t

diffarent places sa theay did not have any receipts that they could send me. Thers ame no after
market addwians or modifications to this vebicla.

EROS=1=] =20
MME OFFICE: ALODMINGTON, TLLINOLY &TF10-0001

wfn s,

- ot



43-RE82-BEE
Page 2
June 7, 2001

Several other questions you asked int the questionnalre wars, was the engina running? That
answer i no. Ware the keys in the ignitlon? No.

The vehicle was purchased used by Sewell Ford Wast which Is a aubsidiary of the Sewsl
dealership hers in Odassa. That purchase date was in March of 1997 and it had approximately
2,000 miea ot the vahicle at the time of purchase.

Plaasa review aur subrogation cisim In the amount of $2,161.85. The insured’s deductbla is
£500.00 and State Farm paid out $1.861.85 for the repairs on this vahide.

Plezss advize if thera is any further iInformation needed or K you would liks for ma to ship the
dsfective parta to you.

Sincaraly,

W et o,
Shara Chapman-Waelace

Claim Specialist
{915) 580-£206

Stase Fanm Mutual Automobils Insurance Gompany

SCI019/0807027

Enclosura
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State Farm Insurance Companies m

Clarm Ofhica
P.0. Box 80710
Midamd, TX 797110710

Apdl 20, 2001
CERTIFIED MAIL/RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ford Mator Company

Parkiane Towars West, Suite 400
Three Parklane Boutevard
Dearborn, M| 48326-2568

&S 2 472001

DFFICE OF THE
GENERAL COUNSEL

Re; Claim Numbar:

Qur Fsuwred:

Vehicls: 1596 Ford F160 pi

VIN: 1FPEF15M&PW
To Whom i May Concern:

Tha identifled vehicle |s insurad by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Cawpany. This
vehicle experianced a fire logxs.

State Farm would like to ghve you an opportunity &2 Inapect the vehicla and give you advanced
nofice of our petantial subregation claim.

Pieasge contact me at (915) 5804208 to set up a time for your inspection.

Sinceraly, ;
Shara Ghapman Wallace <

Claim Spacialist ol

{515) 580-4206 ull N LP 0 .
State Famm Mutual Automoblle Insurance Company ol '@L ’ ;
SCA021/0420035¢ ol

HONE OFFICE: BLOGWINGTON, TLLINGEE &171D-0DOT EARS-338-LC-2004







- _
. State Farm Insurance Companies®

March 10, 2005

- CERTIFIED MAlL — RETURN RECEIPT RECHIESTED

FORD MOTOR COMPANY
FARK LANE TOWERS WEST
3 PARK LANE BLVD STE 400
DEARBORN M| 4B126-2568

b Re:  Claim Number: - . B
Our Insured:

Date of Lasxs: March 7, 2005
Make/ModelYear of Product 2001 Ford F-152 Super Craw pickup
VIN: 1FTRwosLa 1<

Daar SirMadam:

The idantifled 2001 Ford F-150 Super Crew Is ingurad by State Farm Mutual Automabile
. Insurance Company. This vehicle expedsncad 2 fire.

State Fam® woukd like to give you tha opportunily ta Inspect the vehicls and give you advance
nolica of our potantial subrogation claim. The vehicla can ba inspected at Maxwell Ford
Dealevship, 5000 South 1-35, Austing Texas 78745, Thay can be reached at 512 443 S000.
The eervice repraseniative handiing the vehicle |s Todd Cole

Flease contact me at 713 855 2250 between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Ceniral) to
advise date of inspection.

Sincaraly,

Lnna. Patt

Clairn Raprasantative

713 885 2250

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

25/88040310011

HOME QFFIGES: BLOOMIKGTON, ILLINGIS 41712-0001
EARE-DOS- C- 2055




Costomer Data Link - CuDL Page 1 of L

Print
VIN: 1FTRWEALS1 Year: 2001 Model: F-S5ERIES  Casar 13400675
Hama: Owmner Strtes: Subsacuem WED: 200t-01-18
Symptom Dase: ARESMOKE VISIBLE PLAME UNDERHOOD Primary Pho
Raseon Deac: LEGAL - CUSTDMER YWAITING FOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Sacondary P
insue Typa: 02 INFORMATIGN Iste Stake- CLOSH
Acflon: CE-ADVISE CUBT WE WILL NOTIFY THE DEPT SOMEBODY WILL BE IM TOUCH
Desaler: 02323 MAWELL FORD Origin Dwac: US CONCERN CASE BABE
Odomalor: 1 W1 Comm Typer PHONE
Anslyst Hame: CHRISTIE CURLINE Anniyat: CCHARSZS
Actlon Dale: DEF6/2005 Achon Tiow: 10.50.45.517 Astion Data; Ho

Calw (nlorowtion if Differssd From Yehicla Owner
Frst Haiwe Micdle Inithel Last Name Phane Raletionehip

- Y cHID

Commanta CUSTOMER BARD: <sTHERE WA A FIRE IN THE YEH TWO WEEKS AGO, MY BROTHER GALLED AT THE
TIME=YEH WAS ON A JOB SITE AT THE TIME SITTING PARKED THE FIRE WAS LINDER THE HOOD=CRUISE CONTROL
WIRE CAUGHT ON FIRE EVEN THOUMGH THE VEH WAS NOT RECALLED=HE DID NOT AEGEIVE A CALL BAL, REGARDING
THIS ISSUEDEALER SAID: 1. MAXWELL FORD 5800 3CUTH LH. 35AUSTIN, TX 707450ISTARCE MILESCRE ADVISED:
THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING LIS WITH THIS INFCRIMATION IN RELATION TOQ YOUR CASE. | WILL FORWARD THIS TO OUR
CONSLAAER ARFAIRS DEPARTMENT, ANC | HAVE AECQUESTED THAT THEY CONTACT YOU WITHIN TWO BUSGINESS DAYS,

AcBore CH-ADVISE CUST WE WLl NOTIFY THE DEPT SOMERQDY WILL BE W TOUCH

Dealar 07525 MAXWELL FORD Cwigin Deec; U8 CONCERAN CABE BASE
Odomsier; 1 M Comm Typa: PHOME

Analys Name: D'S0UZA JENNIFER Analyst: JOSCUZAY

Actlon Date: G000 Actian Tina: 12,58 14,031 Action Dt No

Cofoy [mfoemation || DNNarent From Yehiols Owriar:
Flrxt Namwa Middia nga Relationship
. SBLNG

Coitiments CUSTOMER SAID: A5 PER HIETORY :=THERE WAS A FTAE IN THE VEH TWO WEEKE AGO, MY BROTHER
CALLED AT THE TINE=VEH WAS ON A JOB SITE AT THE TIME SITTING PARKED THE FIRE WAS LIMDER THE
HOOD=CRUMSE CONTRCL WIRE CALGHT ON FIRE EVEN THOUGH THE VBA WAS NOT HECALL ED=HE DID MOT RECHYE A
CALL BACK REGARDING THIS iSSUE" v+~ ~-=wstrg A¥S HIS BROTHER IS PAYING OVER $200 FOR A TRUCK RENTAL -
WEH I3 REALY TO BE PICVED UP THIS WEEK - SEEKING AEMEURSEMENT OF RENTAL CHARGES - 15 ALLEGING
PRODUCT DEFEGT A3 CAUSE OF CONCERN - BAYS ACCORDING TQ FIRE DEFT REPORT CRURSE CONTROL WIRING WAS
THE CAUSE OF THE FIRE -DEALER SAID: MAXWELL FORDSO00 SOUTH | H. 35MUSTIN, TX THT4STEL: (S12) 915-26860RC
ADSED: THANK YOU FOR PRCVIOING LS WITH THIS INFORMATION W RELATION TO YOUR CABE. | WILL FOHWARD THiS
TOOUR CONSUMER AFFAIRS DEFARTMENT, AND | HAVE REQUESTED THAT THEY CONTACT YOU WITHIK TwD
BUSIMESE DAYS.




Customer Data Link - CoDL FPage 1of 1

All Actlon Dataits for lesua

. Print

M Year: 2001 Model: -SERIES  Casa 1345290675
Cwnor Status: Subsequant WEBD: 2001-03-

Syrupiom Dess: RAE/SMOKE SCOACHEDVBURNT UNDER VEHICLE Primary Pha

Reason Desc: LEGAL - AGGIDENT / FIRE Sacondary

lmwus Type: 0T LEGAL |aawe Stodus: CLGSED

Aation: ADVISE CUST INFORMATION WILL BE SENT TO CONSUMER AFFAIRS - FIRE

Deajar: (2923 MAXWH L FOAD Ovigin Desc: 1)S CONCERAN GASE BASE

Crdowsatar: G000 M Gommn Type: PHONE

Anaiyat Mame: REILLEY SEAN ANTHONY Analyst SREILLY2

Acton Oute: OZ0/2005 Action Time: 4209547  Actiom Data: Ko

Camssents CUSTOMER SAD: THERE WAS A RRE AND HIS TRUGK WAS BURNT UPDATE OF FIRE : MARCH
7/2005LOCATHIN OF ARE ; 6813 WALERRDGE AUSTIN TEXAS 78?330 ETAILE OF HRE - HE HAD CUT THE ERGINE DFF
AND WENT NTO THE HOUSE NO MORE THAN 30 MINUTES WHEN HE SAW THE VEHICLE IN FLAVES WHETHER THERE
ARE ANY RAULRIES: NOE CUST ALLEGING THAT THES 18 A PRODUGT DEFECT: YESWHETHER THERE'WAS A AIRE
REPORT ALED: YESWHETHER THE INSURAMCE COMPANY HAS BEEN CONTACTED: YEEWHETHER OR HOT THE YEHICLE
IS REPAIRASLE: NADEALER SAID: NONECHC ADVISED: - FWILL FORWARD THIS INFORMATION T OUR COMSUMER
AFFAIRE GROUP. SOMEBIOY FAOM CONSUMER AFFAIRS WL CONTAGT YOU IN 2 UISINESS DAYS. PLEASE NCTIFY
YOUR INSURANCE CARRIER AND FEPORT THIS INCIDENT.
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NEARON G Analyst: LFONSECH

Antion Date: CIE/2006 1“.‘!2“I:IIMII ime Action Data: No

Comments YEHICLE IS HOT INVOCVED IN RECALL. LPA WILL SEND DEMAL LETFER.
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The wehicle will be available for review for 45 days from recepe of this lefes.
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I. INTRODUCTION

On Juna 29, 2004, a fire ocowred irvolving a Ford vehicke. On July 1, 2004, The PmNet
Group, Inc., was retained by Ms. Jennie Daniels of Farmers Insurance Group to inspect
the vehide and determine the origlt and couse of the fire,

On luly 7, 2004, The ProNet Group Inspected the vehide at Instrance Awuto Auction,
located at 2533 West Mount Houston in Houstor, Texas. During this vislt, the vehicle
was Inspected and photographs were taken to document our observations. The
obsenations described and pictured in this report are répresepdative of the condltions
observed during our visit. This report will not reflect all conditions of the vehicle, but
wili demonstrate typicat conditions observed. Al photographs are avallable Ror review.

The crulse control deactivation switch was collected during this inspection and is
currently stored by ProMet.

I1. BASIS OF REPORT
This repart is based an the Foliowing:

1. Inspecticn of the vehide.

2. Resezirch of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration {NHTOA)
records to Identify any preliminary evaluations, englneering analyses, or
recalls on 2001 Ford F150 vehicles.

3. Interview with the driver of the vehicle,
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4. Information and chservations as noted In this report.

This repavt Is based upon information avallable to us at this Hme, and Is not necessarfly
final. Should additional information be presented or discovered, we reserve the right to
review and, if necessary, revise this report and our nduslons In light of that
infacmation.

IIl. CONCLUSTON
Based on our findings and observations as noted In this report, It is our opinion the

2001 Ford F150 truck fire - ardginated in the engine compartment, was accdental in
natyre, and caused by electrical overheating at the cruise control deactivetion switch.

INTERVIEW
Dnmlu 2004, mmmmwasmmmw Heath Brade and the
Following Information was obtzined: '

1. ﬂmvelidehadhaenrunnhgperfadw He had no recent repairs done
andmwamhglghtshad been appearing.

2. . He had amived home from Kemah and- parked the vehicle betwsen 5:00 -
6:00 p.m. The following moming between 2:30 — 2:45 a.m., he awoke
and was getting dressed for work when he noticed a refiection outside the
front of the hause.
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had been a house in his neighi:ﬂrhund interdionally set 6n fire the
hefo&_g__ﬁe%fammm thevmratuutmehadtdoortu
mighbm"s By the time_he got the family owt I:h_e baclc dnur a
né’ghbur was kmcbung.mﬂlﬂfrc}nt door to tefl him that his truck was on
ﬁre.

——

4,  When he saw the truck, the front of the vehicle was angulfed in flames.
5. Two neighbors extinguished the fire with a water hose.

VEHI Gl

The vahicle was identified as a white 2001 Ford F150 quad-cab truck bearing Viehide

Identification No. 1FTRWO7WI 1 Tes license plate N- and IAA
stock No. 782444,

EXTERIOR INSPECTION
Qur inspection of the fruck exterior revealed:

1. The left front fender was void of paint with the exception of the rear
vertical edge.

2. The left haff of the hood was partially consumed.

3. All that remained of the combustible materials on the frant face of the
truck were the right comer of the front zir dam and the partially mefted
right headlamp assembly.

4. The fromt Face of the [eRt outside mirror was heat damaged.
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3 The left lower bwo-Ehirds section of the windshisic had shattered.
6. Both plastic inner fender-well liners were consumed.

7. Evidence of @ bum pattern consistent with 2 fire originating within the
engine compartrnent.

ENGINE COMBARTMENT
Our inspecton of the engine compartment revealed:

1. A moderate mid bo upper level burn that was mone intense in the laft rear
quadrant of the compartment.

2, The battery located In the left rear third section had exterior surface bum
that melted the case and exposed the lead plates within, The bathery
evidenced the greatast bum across Its front face. There was an Insulation
vold heavy gauge afbermarket electrical wire (wire-A) secured to the
positive battery cable end, measuring aqproximately twenty iches (20%)
int lersgth, and had a fuse holder half-secwrad at the other and.

A second insulation void heavy gauge wire {wire-B) with a fuse and fuse
hotder hall was located on the rear third portion of the right exhaust
manifald. This wire routed into the passenger compartment via a firewall
3ccess hole seal right of the vacuum brake booster. Wire B had Its

protective Insulation basically infact on the passenger compartment slde
of the firewall.
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10.

Therefore, it can be concluded that wires A and B were once connectid
together and powerad an aftermarket stereo component located in the
passenger compartiment. Nether wire A or B exhiblted any avidence of
electrical shart-circuiting or electrical overheating that would have caused
this fire,

The fuel supply and retum hoses were connected o the lines and fuel
ras.

The evaporator core and the right half of the radiator core were
consumed.

The fan shroud and the plastic fan blade were consumed.
Tha power steering fluld reservolr was consumed.

The front thind section of the fibergiass right valve cover had evidence of
surface burn, while the majarity of the left valve cover exhibited a more
inberse buam.

The air filker and housing located in the left front third sedtion of the
compartiment was consumed.

The brake master reservoir was consumed and the master cylinder
shovwed slight signs of mefting.

The B+ power supply wire for the power distribution center had parted
right ufrrxevacuum brake booster. Claser Inspection of the immediate
area did not reveal any evidence of electrical arcing; therefore it is highly
likely that the wire parted as a result of an alloying effect
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11.

12,

13

14,

The right face Front thied section of the power distribution center
evidenced intense burn adjacent to the brake master cylinder. There was
no visible evidence of electrical short-drculting within  the  power
distribution center.

The rear upper edge of the brake EHCU (elecro hwidraullc control unit)
located directly below the front edge of the master ¢ylinder had evidence
of intense bum. There was no evidente of electrical short-circuiting or
glectrical overheating of the EHCU or ks electrical wiring.

The cruise contral servo located directy forward of the power distibution
center exhibited Intense bum m the electrical connedior and the wibng
was void of its insufation,

The crulse contrel deactivation swikch located on the top face front thind
section of the brake master cinder had evidence of imense bumn. The
electrical wiring o the swich had separsted. The cruise control
deadtivation switch was eken into evidence.

PASSENGER COMPARTMENT

Qur inspection of the passenger compartment ravealed:

August 24, 2004

A mild bun consistent with 2 fire that peopagated from the engine
compartment intp the passenger compartment after consuming the
firewall (bulkhead) access hole seals adjacent to the vacuum brake
booster,
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2. The Ieft_twu—tlilﬂs section of the dash pad adjacert to the firewall
(bulkhead) was consumed.

3.  Aftermarket electrical wiring was observed underneath the dash and
appeared to be for an aftermarket sterec component. There was no
evidence of electrical short Circuiting or elecirical over heating of this
wiring that would have caused this fre. The aftermarket sterao
component 2ppeared to have been located under the center console box,
but had been rernoved pricr bo our inspection.

RECAUS

We searched the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHT5A) database ko

identify any preliminary evaluations, engineering anatyses, or recalls on 2001 Ford F150
vehicles relating to elecirical fires Involving crulse control deactivation switches.

A search of their records, as well as technical service bulletins, did not indicate any
preblems relating to cruise control deacthvation switch failures resulting in engine
compartment fires within 2001 Ford F150 veiides at this dme.

However, a search of their records did revea ODI Actian No. EAD2-025. This ODL 5 an
enginegring analysls Investigation involving the criise conmrdl deactivation switch
failores that resut in fires. While the 2001 Ford F150 was not a listed vehicle in this
imvestigation, it shoukd be noled that the switch is virtually identical to the ones used In

the vehide in question,

EIRE REPORT

The fire report obtadned from Harris County Fire Marshal's Office on August 23, 2004
stated the followlng:
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On Tuesday, ke 29, 2004 at 02:55 hours, invesBigalor KO. Calaway
rasponded to 8 Harris County Shenff Departmeant radic broadcast of two wafildlas
busrning at 9814 Goldan Prairie Lane. Reportedly, Northwast Fire Dept was en
route.  Investigator Callaway, assisted by Investigator T.C. Pelly, amrived at
03:02 hours and ohserved a partly burned 2001 Ford Supercrew pick-up trick in
the driveway of a residence at 9818 Golden Prairie Lane. A 2001 Honda Accond
awtomobxie next bo the pick-tip had radiant haat damage. This fire was most
probably caused by an electnical malfundtion in the engine area of the pick-iip
truick.

SLIMMARY

in summary, this Ford vehicle fire originated in the left rear quadvant of the englne
comgartment, specifically in the area of the brake master cylinder, as evidenced by the
bumn pattems. The only significant electrical component in the area of most Intense
burn was the crifise control deactivation switch lpcated on the top fece of the master
cyfindar. There was no other evidence that suggests a failure oocurned with any other
component, OEM or aftermarket, which would have caused this fire.

En regands o auise control deactivation switch failures, it is known and documenkad
that these switches hava falled and subsequently caused fires,

RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend that the 2001 Ford F15C vehicle be retatned, secured and probected
regarding any further testing or inspection by cther interested parties. We also reserve

the rigit 0 be present and observe any and all Inspectons or testing of the Fod
vehlce by any other concermed parties.
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V. ATTACHMENTS

A. FIRE REPORT
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. - , Tine: 16358
. l PUBLIC RELEASE REPORT FOR HARRIS COUNTY CASE NO! (0406280234
LAW ENFORCEMENT FITRE MaRSHAL

NORTHWEST FB

l Type of offense: FIRE MDBILE ACCIDENTAL
ocation: NN GRIO: 4118 0
-At/Batwesn Date/Time Date/Tima
AT 06/29/704 02:50
lPI"EII'I'iSES Involved: DRIVEWAY Hﬂthﬂl" Conditien: CLOUDY
"~ Cause of Fire : ELECTRICAL. L SoTH [ 'EEntry'
[ complainant Infornati LY

' mﬂ.e mvawcn.

MAME  MODEL YR
Loss
' '!a;"” 01 500
FaRo 150 0L 16000
(ﬂ) DAMAGED

ﬂmps-ls of nff'msr

TUESDAY, JUME 29, 2004 AT 02555 bk : "ATOR K.0. CALLANAY.RESPONDED
- g &7 ‘OF TWO VEWICLES BURNING AT

AH&RI SH FF DEPT K
m_ % ERI REPO - FIRE DEPT WAS

A lSSIsTEn BY Immmrun‘r ; rErnr ARRIVED AT 03:09 Hns AND

P!m"l.‘i' ‘BURNED 2001 FORD SUFERCREW PICKUP TRIKK IN THE DRIVEWAY OF
r.:E ‘AT 9818 GOLDEN PRAIRIE LN. A 2001 HONDA ACCORD AUTOMOBILE NEXT
THE- m;cr;up HAD RADIANT HEAT DAMAGE. THIS FIRE WAS MOST PROBASLY CAUSED
AN ELECTRICAL MALFUNCTTON TN THE ENGINE AREA OF THE PICKUP TRUCK.
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DETAYL REPORT FOR HARRAS COUNTY
LAW ENFORCEMENT

HC FIRE 5 EMERGEMCY

CASE NG:
barte: 0771304 Time: 07:10
i

FAE 83

04062580234
Page :

I

Typa of O0ffensa: FIRE MOBILE ACCIDENTAL
pispatch Location Ali Grid Beat ODistrict Comm
0 GOLDEN PRAIRIE LM 411 NS5O 14 Al
orted Location Ali Grid Beat District Comm
18 GDLDEN PRAIRIE LM 4118 FNW Al Al
. AT/Betwaen Date/Tima pate/Time
AT 0&:29fﬂ4 ﬂI‘:ﬂ
Premises Invalwed: JRI}EH$Y. _ #ethod of -
Paint of Entry @ 474 o, . Bqint of ERJL - W7,
Inst/Toal Usel : TR -!gzﬁr . Ign;* CLOLDY
l cause of Fire p.l:cmrcm nﬂm s _ i"sgenc Phetos: ¥
. - | -...: - . I i -
.!1: "-I

parsons Invn ved Inlyr ;1unr

34

HOUSTGON

Date ol wirrh :
privers Licsnse
condivinn

Emplayrenl :

ol el

r »
Hu .

Datd é;qE€FEH“T‘—"*1——7h:'Tﬁ
privars License : a5

Takan To :

condition :
Employment. :

Lac14l :rcur1ty!’ v

*ransﬁn ﬁﬁa

ext :

Phone

WOl COLE W NORTHWEST VFD
OFFTCER IN CHARGE

Exployment :

Tﬁhspm‘ted hy

:_a_uz.r. RACF SFX IS
.-28 ! M N

pDate of Birth : ! 7/ sacial Security Na :
Drivers License State ;
condition : -Taken To : Transported by !
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DETAIL REPORT FOR HARRIS COUNTY CASE NO: Uqunsu)l 34
LAW ENFORCEMEMT. pa : 07713704 Time: 0710

. l Page: Z

officers Involved:

P Name TDISP TENRT TARRD TCLRD DIS CBY
P CALLAWAY,KEN 02:57 02:57 0Q3:09 03:57 REP 930
B PETTY, THOMAS 02:57 02:57 03:24 0Q3:57 CBU 950
status / Oisposition Report Status;: APP UCR Clearance: EXC
Name Date o
CALLAWAY , KEN 06/29/04 Initial Entry
CALLAWAY , KEN 07/13/04 Repart Approval
CALLAWAY ,KEN 07/13/04 Case approval

Relared cases
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I a8/23/ 2004 O2:48 28193315674 H3 T EMERGEHDY Fi&oE
DETAIL REPORT FOR HARRIS COUNTY Ire ELAhI: MU UgUGLNUL S s

LAW ENFORCEMENT Dz : 07/13/04 Time: 07:10

. l Page: 3
Property ILuvolved: value/
Per/No Item St Brand  Type NIC Number Serial Number Loss

Vehicle Involved:

Fer/No Status Make Model Lit vCD LIC LIS value/
Loss
I a2 D HOND  ACC 20 BLK/ M29vvX ™ s00
({ NO TRAFFIC HAZARD/ LEFT AT SCENE ))
VIHJ'EERI#L MEER i & i ) - -
l ARSON PRCPERT'( CLAMS: H- p "._ .
F =
: el
coL D l;pilu 150 - : ,';H [ ™@ 16000
I (C NO TRAM .m.fAIm; AT SCHMF - - z
VIN/SERIA. : uunﬁaoaﬁ' l
ARSON PRUVER[Y 'EI ﬂfn' s, 4o
l synopsis of uffmgf L Mﬁg} ; '

ON TUESDAY, IUNE 29,. 200

. .TOA HARRIS COUNTY':SHER 5

9814 GOLDEN PRAIRIE LH. . rHE® TEBI.\" m-nn-sr

TNV CALLAWAY, ASSTSTED BY INVESTIGATOR T.C: PRI[Y, A
lnnsmm A PARTLY RURNED'ZHOI FORD SUPERCRIW P .

A RESLDENCE AT $318 GOLDEN IRATRTC LW, & 7Q0LiLg

5 ENROUTE.

EAT 03:09 HRS AND
FRIN FHE DRIVEWAY OF
oD AUTOMOBILE NEXT
~"1 0S| PROBABLY CAUSED

TG THE PICKUP HAD RADIANT lIEAT, GL. TIL
BY AN ELECTRICAL MALHUNCTION 3 TVTHE FNGINE AREA” GF THE-PICKUI TRUCK,
P J .-l" y . : ]
Suspects Involved: el S B
i 4
AT R
S
r: .:.EI . I=.I
. ..l ¥
LR i
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. UElAlL. KEPUMI FUK HANMLS LUUMNTY LANE MNUD usuns o

. LAN ENFORCEMENT Dar : 07/13/04 Tima 07:10
' Page: 4

ENTERED BY: pare: 07/04/04 Time; 15:25

b i Sdefe it Db LSl ety ok i i ok ol ek o ol e ASSTGHMENT FiSrd b W deoke dr deol ey diee oo fv e & e ok ddesde ok o ook o

lﬂN TUESDAY, JUNE 29, 2004 AT (02:55 HOURS, I, INVESTIGATOR K.Q. CALLAWAY
HEARD AND RESPONDED TO A HARRIS COUNTY SHERIFF DEPARTHMENT RADIO
BROADCAST OF TW(Q VEHICLES BURNING AT 9E14 GOLDEN PRATRIE LANE IN
NORTHERN UNINCORPORATED HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS.
AN ARSON FIRE OCCURRED SEVERAL HOUSES AWAY ON THE PREVIQNIS DAY.
INVESTIGATOR CALLAWAY, ASSISTED BY INVESTIGATOR T.C. PETTY, ARRIVED
AT THE LOCATION AT 03:09 HOURS AND MET WITH NORTHWEST FIRE OFFICER
WES COLE, HARRIS CQUNTY SHERIFF DEPUTY G.L. WILSOM,

VEHTCLE OWNER HEATH BRAZLE. THE CORRECT ADDRESS Ism

l AR YR EE AT N L ulrnlr k-iii**--ﬁ *“*.*-i*.*****iti***ﬁ**

GOLDEN PRATRIE LANE g‘a«g IAY EXTENDING

oA

l Narrative:

CONTAINS A -STORT.TRAIH.I].
FOUNDATION, FACTNG WRST.
VISIHYLTITY IS TAIR DUE. Tﬂi NI
STREETLIGHTS. ;

A CONCRETE DRIVFWAY L.

INTO THE SOUTHWEST L'n N

E'-me

SIDE OF THE DRIVEWAY, "% 2
_l11-lE REGISTRATION RFI'HRHS

A SLIGHTLY BURNED, BLlaxd
BEARING TEXAS LICENSE %Rl
NORTH SIDE OF THE FORD'

THE REGISTRATION RETURN

) I iﬂﬁﬁit#i*iﬂ***i*i#ﬁ**i** N
A FIRE QCCURRED IN THE EMGL > AREA OF:
MOST OF THE DRIVER'S SIDE .\NG HOQD. ~'HFR
FIREWALL AND DESTROYED THE DR rur;;f" s wl, oF
EXTENDED OUT THE FRONT/LEMT aHSE. :

THE HONDA AUTOMOBILE SUFFERED RADIAHT HEAT DAMAGE TO PLASTIC TRIM
AN} PAINT ON THE FRONT RIGHT SIDE.

LR e b b e Pl Rl bl T R QRIGIN ®EeRfktiawrRtdiftrrdbbkirrsdiihisrhs

RUAN PATERNS IMDICATE THE FIRE ORIGINATED AMONST ELECTRICAL COMPONENTS
OVER THE FRONT LEFT WHEEL WELL.

Pl B ol G R ket R

EXUP DESTROYING
WED THROUGH THE
DASH. FIRE
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LAW ENFORCEMENT D& 0?313104 1'1me. 07: 10
Page: 5
Narratiwve:
ENTERED BY: pate: 07/04/704 Time: 15:25

et el e R i Tl i Sk R R Tt ok W R ik INIURIES dhkkh AR rEedt AR A AT AR A G E e bt ek
NONE REFPORTED.

F I T e T T PR A Y R R SR R FHUWUﬁfFLﬁT YT TR T ST T L FLE L L L

INVESTIGATOR PETTY DOCUMENTED THE SCENE LSING A SERIES OF COLOR
DIGYTAL PHOTUOGRAPHS. THE PHOTOS WERE TRANSFERRED TQ A COMPACT DISK.
THE CD WAS MADE "READ ONLY' AND PLACED INTO THE CASE FILE.

INVESTIGATOR CALLAWAY DEVELOPED A PLAT OF THE SCENE AND PLACED IT
INTQ THE CASE FILE.

P A Ny DR LS RLI ] N TN I lﬂdiilivll IHTEH“[F‘E n-i-t L I L Y A R F RN L L+ o]
kIR JFFICER Ol RTLATED. THE FIRF L's_EA_nRTuhHI 'qs aﬂpﬁigﬂrn ™

TA0 VEHTOLES ON ' LHF AT _02:507 I0URY: z.q:_t-mE 3 Agm:\rl:n

TO rIsD M- FORD ?rcgu.- rﬂfnw:n ™ rmE': i

E

1. l*!
RCPOR'EE VA1 & RCLATED Hﬂﬂ#.am s+mr-uuﬁ:ﬁw ; ' SAw
AN ORANGE GLGh OUT. THES . 4 SATD “SHi: Y5 ARY SAW THE
NEXi .JONR NEIGISOR! S utucu OM FIRE,  SIIC TOLD: HFII‘ ! MHO WIAT
NOXT DOOR aNi} ALCRTED THM UWNER. .°, _ "1
COMPLATNAN| ARAZLE RELATEN HF WAS XQREN HY A NE LEARNE.) GF

TH FIRE. H= 'hrl HI: LAST 1Ot THE; TRUCK AN A
SAIY M RCPLACEN IMF DATTERY 2 1WAYS. AGD.  HE SAID
IS COVERCD iy TARMER'S:, mqunmc& r.m-:m.

WA vh A KWL wRL eV lf'.rﬂ-lil.f.l.i.. 5“"1 R\r F-ll-l'*'*. [ X LN L E YL ET -

ThRIAE WAS W KE vn"ﬂ;,u‘n}r#.i TO TIE “GhT r'n'wgﬁ' I.H

APTER -1 IVINATIWG YA llFt.M.. -ﬂHb- H‘IIIIMEME CEUSE"‘?'-.CF .I

WITHIN |HF AREN CF ZRIGINTAYD KO ORSERVING..ANY & uumu or
FOGUL PLAY, ENVISTIGYTORS NAMI OETERMINGD TIEZS [ PROBABLY
OCCURRTD DLE 10 A MALFuNCTIRH WCTHIN ELI-CTIII.GiE; ENTS OR
WILING [N TIHE EMGLA- c..-rr!.\rt'mqr ur 1115 vau.:l

TILS €AST IS EfL=t. OnALLY t...l;M-ﬁJ. oNE (chru:MTAL)
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1,  View showing the front of the 2001 Ford F150 vehide,

2. Rear view of the vehicle.
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3.

4,

Right side view of the vehicle.

Left side view off the vehicle.
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E.  View showing the vehida klentification number.

6.  View showing the right front fender.




7. View showing the left front fender.
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9.  View of the damage to the radiator.




11. View of the front windshleld,

12.  View of the fire debris in the truck bed.
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16.

View of the underside of the dash below the steering colume.




17. View of the aftermarket wiring at the underside of the dash below the
steering columen,

18. View of the engine compariment.
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19. View showing the right third of
the engine compartment.
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20. View showing the center thind of
the engine compariment.
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22.View of the burn to the radiator.




23 another wiew of the radiator

2+ Wlew of the battery and positive babiery cable end.
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25.¥lew of aftermarket wire i,

Aitgust 24, 2004
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27 View of thi aftermarket wire-B a< e «oute ta the firewall accese Fole S njok!
of the brake bogster.

28. View of aftermarket wire-B &s it enters the access hale seai.
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25 Vigw of the power distripution canter power faed wire.

30.View af the powser disiribution canter power fead wire.
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32.View of the power distribution center power feed wire area of separation.
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33.View of the power distrigution center power fead wire separation.

4. view of the right valve cover.
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35, View of the left valve cover.

30.view of the power distribetion center,
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37.Closer view of the power distnibution cener.
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35, Closer view of the Crulse conirel seine.

44, View gf the EHCL {edectrc hydraulic control Lnit).

August 24, 2004 o Page 38

Prolet File Ng. 7445

EAeS-208-LC-2188




41.View of the brake master
cylinder.

August 24, 2004
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@T OWER HILL
CLAIMS SERVICE, [NC,

RECEIVED
FEB 15 W%

February 16,2003

Ford Motor Compariy _ ?ﬁ-ﬂm"”ﬂ i

Parldane Towera West \ RECEINE 1

Suite 300 1

Three Parklane Bled. Voppg 1 505

Dearborn Michigan 48 126-2588 : ]
!

RE: SUBROGATION CASE
Ohiir Intred:
Cass Number: ICH0045618
Date of Claim: 08,03/ 2004
Type of Loaa: Vehiclke Fie
VIN: mmxmwau--m:u Ford F-150

Our investigation hae been complsted and it has been determined that the damages to
our insuresde vehicle were a direct result of the speed control deactivation switch.
Therefnre we are boking to you fbr payment of these damages.

The wial demeges to the home and contents came to §14,474.20. This amount also
axludes our insured's-§500.00 déductible, which will B¢ returned to thermn when !
subrogation payment ia receheed. Pl=pae forward this letter to your inaursnce
department I have enclosed my fils dooumentation. -

Please be advised that we have a valid inteyept in any asttiement, which you may niake
with our msured. If a settlment has plready been reached plesse contact me
immed iately.

Bincerely

Ty -

AENIN

Subrogation Exeminer - &[3]

B00-316-3711 x 1948 -pl P

316-3

Roraig@thig.qim T
- 14':*14"
S POY D,
o & fa1f ot
1-*'5-"??"”‘

Eﬁ! BO. BOX 142230 GAINESVILLE, FL 326142230

P 800-214-3711 352-332-8B00 Fax: 352-332-7999
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VIA CERTIFIED (Return Receipt Requested) and REGULAR U.S. MAIL

Ford Motor Company
Parklane Towers West
Three Parklane Boulevard
Dearborn M1 48126-256%
Attention: Steve Norion

RE: Policyhalder:
Policy number:
Date of Loss: 11/23/2004

Dear Sir:

Fhis is to advise you that Nationwide Insurance Comparry has completed an initial investigation
involving the following vehicle:

Year: 1997
Make: Ford
Model: F150 XLT
VIN: IFTDX176

Our preliminary investigation indicaies the abave vehicle was parked and sitting unoccupied
when it canght on fire, The fira started in the general area of the activation switch near the cruise
control aren of the tmck. Tn addition, we have been informed of Ford's recent racall due to fires
oceutting in this area

examination. During the next 30 days, wes will be conducting our destructive examination of the
subject vehicle. Should the above date be inconvenient for you or your expert, please cantact me
5o that & munually convenient date apd fime can be armanged. Regardless, this examination will
take place within thiry (30) days, If yau fail to attend this examination, please be advized that
Ford Motor Company will waive all possible spoliation claims with regard to Nationwide
Insurance’s destructive teating of the vehicle. The examination will take place at 1045 Atlanta
Highway SE, Winder, GA at Verastar Saivage Facility. Should you have any questions
regarding this matter, please contact me at (404) 434-6152




Sinverely,

David Pollock
Special Investigator IIL
Matienwide Insurance
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Paridane Towers West S

Dals of Lo Q171472005
Doar Mr. Norton®

This Is to advise you that Natomwide Insurance Company kas completnd an Infdal imvestigation
imeotving the follwing wehide:

Yeor: 1958
Make: Ford

Model: F-150
vin: serzxraovil
mrmmummammmmmmmm

offica and aboct when It was ohosrvid on fire. An initial non-destnucive
mmmmmmmmmmmm

This leder will confirm Nabiorrwide Insurence’s Intent to subrogate for domapes against Ford
Mitor Corripary.

Should you have any questions roganding this matber, please contack mg at (205) 444-9238,
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=== UNITED AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY

— PO. BOY 600580 .» NORTH MTAMI, FL 33160
305-940-7299 « 954-462-6503

JANUARY 14, 2005 /\jw

FORD MOTOR COMPANY OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
ME. SHAWN L. NORTON

PARKLANE TOWERS WEST, SUITE #300
THREE PARKLANE BLVD.

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 4B126-2568

Re: Our Insured:
Claim No.:
Policy No:  UPIQOD775481.
Date Of Loas: 08717104
Vehicle: 2001 EXPEDITION XLT
VIN: 1 1551 N
Your Claim/File No: UNENOWN
Company Paymegt: $14,120.00 (peading salvage proceeds)
Insured'a Deductibls: $500.00 '

Deay Mr, Shaomn [, Norton:

UNMMM'SMWWMBEwMWE
came on Gre. The insored parked garage of his residence i

after returning bome from gmcery shopping 0 TioTe an hour.
Approximately 6:08.am hs was awaken froin his aleop by his wife o advise kis vehicle -
was qn firo, Guillsimu was abl6 & pusl tiicle out of the Famge-befies it totally \ﬁ tnﬂi

engulfied in flames. The fire enguléed fhe engine , The Coral Springs Fire Department wag C6
called to extinguish the fire and inspect the incident. The Fire Departmeant’s investigator
determined that the fire wag caused by a part failure in vehicle. f\b\ﬁ

Dﬂinvuﬁgnﬁunuﬁhﬁahuthepuiﬂufuﬁﬁnhﬂmﬁmwutheanﬁaﬂmlfqnj 7
deactivation switch located in the angine compartment on the driver's side. An x-ray of E-l[}.
&e:ﬁhhmuﬂdnh@ﬁuﬂmhg%bpofﬁﬂmhuhmnhmﬂmd~&@h qﬂ.,?
tescarched by Interscience, Inc. and has been revealed thai there had becn 8 number of !
complaints filed with the Naticnal Highway Traffic Safety Administration about sitnilar __Cﬂ{l‘g.

cascs in the past. 1 will aubmit four moce cases similar to this one to Fond Motor

Company. Thevefore, under owr right of submopgation, we request reimburssment for both

the company payment and dsductible amoumi shown above, Eaclosed are our supporting ‘;qk\l%tk

We have diaried our files foe (15) Gfteen dayy, Your progept sthention to this rmatter will
be appreciatad, .
g :
75’@_"“\ n“' ¥
RCIPU WA\
D oN
)
RN

ERm-208-L0-2121



s¢ Lopez
Sobrogation Department

{303} 940-7299, ext. 2214
Enclosure: Suppotting Documents

OCU1S DRYS

I0S-940.7290 w 954 4625803

UNITED AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE COMPANY
£, BOX 600580 = NORTH MIAMI, FL 33150




Interscience, Inc.

7705 Ann Ballard Read
Tumpa, FL 336342134
{513} BR5-4774
Fax (H13) B&9-5157

Our Project No: L1270-02

bwured: Unknown

Claim No: [N

Date of Loss: Unknown

Date of Notification: November 3, 2004
Date of Inspection: November 15, 2004

Report
Prepared For:

United Automobile Insurence Company
: 3909 NE 163™ Street
North Miami Beach, FL 33160

At Mr. Juan Dolgado -

Report
Prepared By:

Sean P. Clince, BSME

EFTS BT,

ERaS-885-LC-2123



i | Interscience, Inc.
7705 Ann Ballerd Rood
Tampu, FL 13614-2334

November 19, 2004 {811} BRS-477¢
Fax (813} 889-9151

United Automobile Insurance Company
3909 NE 163" Sirest
North Miami Beach, F1. 33160
Attn: Mr. Juan Delgado
Re:  Qur Project No: LE270-02
Insyred: Unknown
Claim No: 803902
Date: of Loss: Unknown

Date of Notification: November 3, 2004
Date of Inspection: Novemnber 15, 2004

Dear Mr. Delgado:
As requested, Interscience, Inc. has conducted an examination of the insured
vehicle in connection with the subject fire loss, and submits its findings in this

repart,

BACKGROUND

It waa reported that the subject vehicle had been parked i the garage of the
insured's residence at the Gime of the subject loss. The fire repartedly necunred when
the insured wes home, The inmred’s wife reportedly was awoken by a girange odor
from the garage. The insured's nﬁf&ﬁmﬂarhadthcinuurndnfthuaiNaﬁnn.The

meured then dizscovered fhe fire and subsequently pushed the vehicle from the

ERDD-805-1L C—2124




United Automobile Ins, Co.
November 19, 2004
Li270-02 — 2

gmgeinmﬂmdﬁvuwayawayﬁumﬂmrﬁidmcu.ﬁmimumdmmmtﬁEEﬁm
department and the fire was subsequeatly extinguished.

The incident was reported to United Automobilc Insumnce Company and
[nferscience, Inc. was subsequently requesied to conduct an investigation into the subject
claim. The vehicle was transported fo Co-Part located in Opa Locka, Florida,

OB YATIO

On MNovember 15, 2004, Interscience, Inc. visited the Co-Part Auto Safvage, at
12850 NW 27™ Ave., Opa Locks, Florida. The purpose of this visit was to conduet an
origin and canse investigation of the aubject vehicke fire,

The subject vehiole was a whits 2001 Ford Expedition bearing vehicle identification
number (VIN) 1FMRU1 LT cdometer reading could not be determined at
the time of the inspection as the odometer was damaged by the fire.

‘A visual examination of the interior and exterior of the subject vehicle revealed that
the windshield of the vehicle bad sustained fire damage 28 a result of radiant heat from
mmmmmmufmmmmmmmm
was caused by the subject ﬁmwhichhudmdhdtheﬂnfﬂmwhicle’shmd.Th&

imerior of the vehicle had evidence of fire and smoke damage. Inspection of the

D - — Interscience, Inc.
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. 1 United Antomobile Ins. Co.
_ November 19, 2004
| L1270-02 — Page 3

passeager compartment did not reveal any fire causing malfunction, and the burn patterns
E did not indicate that the fire originatod within the passenger compartmeent.

| The aeea of firs origin was detetmined to be located within fh engine
i compartment of the vehicle. The engine compartment of the vehicle was systematicaily
| and thoroughly inspecied and photo documented.

Bvidence remaining indicated that the cause of the fire was most probably electrical
in nature. Since the vehicle had been parked for a period of time the possibitity of this
being a fuel refated fire was oliminated, The fire patfern in the engine compartnent and

I the front portion of the vehicle indicated that the fire had originated on the driver"s side of
_.I the engine compariment. Located in this area wias & cruise control deactivation switch.

| This switch was Iocated on the brake master cylinder on the driver's side of the engine
compartment, The deactivation switch and master cylinder were destroyed by the intense
heat of the fire and were not available for cxamination.

Failures of cruise conirol deactivation switches have baen observed by Interscience,
| Inc. personnel in the past. Research also revealed that there had been a pumber of
f complainta filed with the National Highway Traffic Safcty Administration (NHTSA)

| gbout a simitar failure in the Ford Expedition and Ford F-150.

. l @ ‘ Interscience, Ine.
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|

Enited Automobile Ina. Co,
November 19, 24004
L1270-02 — Page 4

CONCLUSIONS
It is the concluzion of Interscience, Inc. that the area of fire origin waa located

on the driver’s side within the engine compattment of the vchicle, The point of
origin was most probably within a cnise control deactivation switch located in the
engine compartment; however, this could not be conclugively determined doe to the
gxtent of the dmmage. This type of failure hay been observed by Interscicnce, Inc.
personnel in the past Research also revealed that there had been a number of
complaints filed with the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration about
stmiler failures in the past.

The cause of this firc was moat likely overheating and short circuiting of the
cruiss control deactivation switch. No other fire causing malfunction was identified
dering the examination of the vehicle.

Interscience, Inc. operates as an independent contractor. The opinions expreazed are
based upon information available at the time this roport was drafied and daw upon the
background, training and expernience of the pezonnel involved in the investigation. The
evaluation is subject to maodification, amendment, and revision without prejudice, 8z Forther

iformation may be revealed by continwing discovery.

e —r——— e —
.i Interselence, Inc.
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. ’ United Automobile Ins. Co.
November 19, 2004
| L1270-02 — Page §

In accordance with the ASTM atandards, Inferscience, Inc. will retain all records

I related ta this assignment for seven years.

J Respecifulty submittcd,
| INTERSCIENCE, INC. Reviewed by,
| Mmoﬂhncﬂ. Gi—fd%
| Sean P. Clinco, BSME RN Gene Bullington
SPC:id ahess
[ ’ mn;gyh mﬂ:

| . Praatos

o — S
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. PHOTO INDEX- L]270-02
1-2. Exterior views of the subject vehicle.
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10-12, Views of the subject vehicle VIN and Co-Part b number.
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| 3-18. Views of the subject vehicle wheel welis.
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18-21. Views of the fronl bumper area of the subject vehicle.




22, A view of the subject vehicle odometar.




23-40), Interior views of the suhject vehicle,
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Interscience, Inc.

. ® TH0F Ann Batlard Road

Tampa, FL 33634-21334
(813) 854774
Fan (813) 8890157

Our Project No: L1270-02
Insured:

Claim No:

Date of Loas:

Date of Notification: November 3, 2004
Duie of Inspection: November 15, 2004
Continusion of Photo Index-

Pictras 48-91
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