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May 25, 2005

Forrd Melnr Company

Paridana Towers West, Sulbe 300
3 Parklana Bhad

Dearborn, MI 48126-2566

RE: Clalm #:
Our Insuved:
Loss Dayte: 12/29/04
Armt, of Claim:  $13,920.51

Attentfon Mickl Lynn:

The shove noted subrmgation clalm has been dentifled as & product Babikity loss. We pald our
nsured for thalr loss and arae looking to you for reimbursement.  Shauld you or your camer need
mare informabion, please ll or wiite me. Pleasa nemnit payment o Alstzbe Fayment Prooscsing
Certter, Attn: Subro Cash, PO Box 227257, Dallas, TX 75222-7257. FPlease include gur claim

LT b,

Coatipleba descripton of tha wddent: Cur Insured was diving hame In Laresio,
Texas when he noticed what appeared to be sbeam coming from the hood, He thought that a
water hose had broken, and since he wes almest home drove an, He arrived homa around 6 pen
and opened the hood and saw flukd dripping under the brdke master eyimde and thought & was
brake Awd, Since he Ived closs to a Ford dealer he was going ©© have them handle lster, Around
Mmlnuﬁahﬂhaarﬂﬂmhmmd:lmredmemmdewamnmﬂm Our expert
deterimined thet the fire Sarted due b the fallure of the brake pressura switch. Thene were no
after market parts of additions an the vehicle, which had been punchased In December 2000 from
Spmes. Motors. AL the tima of the loss the wehicla had 43,758 mies on it

Our stabemaent of defect: Strict Liablity
Location of evidenoa: Brake pressura switch ks baing stared bvuurﬂ:pemfu'cnsl:

Manufadcturer: Ford
"Modsl: F150
Yem- 2001

Roancke Natlonal Subrogation Clalms Centar
3800 Eieolrks Road, Sukts 301, PO Box 21169, Roanoke, VA 24018 ERDS-085-LC-18%
Phona: 1-800-778-2615 or {540) B80-2800 Fooc {540) S83-2840 or {540) T73-3813
Houre;: 500 AM —4:30 P EST Monday - Friday




The following Inforimation ks attached:
Chack copy
Payment ELpporting pepervwork
Salage’ paperwork

Fire department report
Expert repoit and pivotas

Please admowiedge recalpt of this calm and your position reganding payment of our damages
within 30 days,

David Laughl M_,

Subrogation Sanior Service Representative

SANS-O0S L0183
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I. INTRODUCTION

Reportedly, on December 29, 2004, a vehicle fre accumed, involing a 2001
Ford F-150 vehicle. On January 5, 2005, Forensic Analysts, Inc., wos ratoined by
Mr. Andre Brown of Alstote Insurance Company. la Imspect the vehicle,
determine the arigin and cause of the vehicle fire,

On lanuary 10, 2005, Mr. Jeffrey Abrems, CR, CFB, ASE. CVF), of Forensic
Analysts, Inc.. rspecied and photographed the Ford F-150 vehicle at insurance
Auto Auctions, 10475 Somerset Road, San Antonio, Texas 78251,

Samples of both engine oif and cutomatic transmission fiuid were taken. should
an oil analysts be desired to determine pre-fire condition of tha engine and/or
transmission. These samples are being stored at the office of Forensic Analysts,
Inc.. pending further instructions from Allstate Inswrance Company. We
remaved the brake padql deactivation switch, and are stoting It at the office of
Forensic Analysts, pending further instructions from Afistate Insurence Company,
should there be o desire to have the broke pedal deactivation switch analyzed.

This report is based upen informaiion avalable 1o us at fhis time, and & not
necessanly firal. Should addiional information be presentad or cliscovansd, we
raserve the right to raview and, if necassary, révise this report and our
conciusions In ight of that information.

Fapo 3
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II. CONCLUSION

Forensic Anaiysts. Inc, inspected and photographed the Ford F-1 50 vehicle and
intendawead the insured.

In conciusion, based on our abservalions and the Andings as noted in this report,
It is cur opinion that thls four-door, 2001 Ford F-150, Super Crew Fickup vehicle

+ fire originated within the laft-rear comer of the engine compartment al, ond

Immediately surounding, the separated brake pedal deactivation switch from
ihis brake master cylinder assembly.

Mere specifically, the area of most Intense burn was that area on the front
porfian of the top of the brake master cyfinder. The broke pedal deactivation
switch had separated from thls brake master cylinder assembly, and had fallen
te above the suspension of the vehicle, and was tourd ot the tme of our
inspecficn. - The brake pedal deactivation switch was severely bumed
sumounding Its entire perimater. Additionally, the threads, which had previously
been screwed into the boss at the front top portion of the broke master cylinder,
sl contained oluminum olloy materiak surrounding themn, consistent with o
broke pedal deoctivation switch, thal Merally separated as a resutt of
deformeafion, and meliing. and weakening of the aluminum alioy krake rmaster
cylinder assambly surounding the switch boss.

If the fire did not orgincate around this orea, the switch woutd not have
saparated In this fashlon, as the fire would have been much more Inlense below
the brake master cylinder, and areund the brake master cylinder reservair, prior
to intensifying Immediafély surounding this brake pedal deactivalion switch
areaq.

Fape 4
Innuery 24, 2008 FAI Flle Mo, 3551

ERSS-033-LC~-1841




The fite flow pattern was very distinct, from thls leftreor corner of fhe engine
compartiment, Immedicrtely below tha only consumed portion of ke aluminum
allcy vehicla hosd. The fre lessened in intensity at we moved from this brake
pedal deoctivation switch orea, toward the rfighi-hand side of the engine
compartment, toward the front of the engine compariment, and toward the
rear portkon of the engine compartment, prior o the fire travelng Inte the

" interdor of the vehicle ot, and immediately su‘raundihg, the left-side firewall
~access holes.

All evidence & purely consistent with a single source of fire origination, spreading
and kessaning in Infensity from this single-source fire ofginadlon are. This fire was
primarily contalned to the upper levels within the engine compariment, with the
exception of that portion of the vehicle immediately below the brake mastaer
cylinder. This aiso comokorates the belief that this is an area of fire ordgkhotion, as
it Is the only area of the engine compariment that contalned on selevation of

~ burn, which traversed nearly the entire height of the engine compartment.

Sample of both engine oll and automatic transmissien flukd were taken, should
an oil analysis be desired tc help detemmina pre-fre condition of the engine
and/or frensmission. It would not, however be a recommendation fo send these
fukds out for analysis, as there is no indicafion of any conkibution of tha engline
of transmission to the onset of this vehicle fira.

Wa aqlso removed, and ore storing, the separated brake pedal deactivation
switch, should an anclysis be desired 1o help determine i there s evidence,
within the internals of the swilch, that could comeborgte tha belief that the fie
ofiginated as a result of this switch fallure.

We recommend that Ford Motor Corparation be placed on nofice relating fo
the onset of this fre, and be given the opportunity to inspect the vehicla. The
fact that there is no indication of any aftermarket wirng ossaciated with the

Pape 3
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vehicle, and there is no indication of any repais that had been performed on
! the vehicle, to have contributed to o fallure of this component in s ares, all
! indlcators point ¢ q simple component faibre that genercted the onset of this
Iocolized bivn within the sngine compariment.
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IT1. DISCUSSION

The scope of owr inspection was to perform a vehicle fire origin and cauze.,

INTERVIEW WITH THE INSURED

An interview with the insured, _who shok be referred fo s
"ha"in the folfowing interview|, helpad canstruct an arder-of events tmmediotaly
preceding the cnset af this vehicle fire.

1.

Iaounry 24, 2005

He stated that he purchased the vehicle new. and thought # had
around 42,300 miles ot the timea of this fire.

He said thot the vehicls. has never bee_n nvolved in an accident.

*

He said that all components associated with the vehicle came with
the wvehicle. Ha instaled no affermarket siectronics ond no
aftermarket alam on ii.

He said that on the dote of the loss, he had driven it in the morning,
ard then the vehicle sat for approximately three (3) hours. He said
that tha drive in the moming was approximately fhree-io-four-miles
(3-4).

On his way bock, he sakd that he had drven the vehicle
approximately {ento-twelve-miles (10-12]. When he was stopped
at o light, ha sald that he sow smoke caming out from vndemeath
the vehicla haod. in front of where he was sitfing. in front of the

drivar saci_f.

Pagt 7
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Jamwry 24, 204

He sald thot ha thought that he had a water hose that hao broken
uncer the hood, so he proceeded o try o ge to the house, and
park the car under the camport.

He said that he tumed the angine off, and opaned up the vehicle
hood, and-actualy sow fiuid dripping under the brake maoster

cyfnder.

Ha sald that he saw no fira at this point in time at all, and that was
at around six in the evenlng (5:00 p.m.).

He was certain, howeaver, that he had seen brake fluid dripping cut
from under the maoster cyinder, as he said thet one time he
stopped at a light. and he actyaly saw brake fluid lzaking under
the brake moster cyinder, as wall.

Ha said that thers s o Ford dedlershipz around one-and-g-half- miles
["Hra} from his howss, and he wos going to foke ## there the next

avaiioble time.

He scid that after ha parked the vehicle, ahd openad up the
vehicle hood, and saw no fire within the engine compartment, he
said thal, approximately, thirty-flva-to-forty {35-40) minutes kater, he
heard the hom honking on his car,

Ha said thet he want oul, sow that the vehicle was on fire, and
immediately cafled #11.

He said that {he vehicie bumed around fen |10} minutes befcre the
fire daparfment amived, and axtinguished the fire.

Pugpe 1
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14. Ha said that ha did have some recant rapais on the vehicie, In
fact, in December of 2004, ke soid that he had about four hundred
($400) worth of repalrs parformed on the vehicle, becouse it would
nof shift out of park.

Again, the scope aof gur 'Inspacﬂnn was o parform o vehicle fire argin and

. OAhe,

RD VEHICLE IDENTI T

The vehicle was identified as a sliver, four-deor, 200t Ford F-150 Super Crew
Pickup vahicle, becring Texas license plate rumber - and vehicle
identification number 1FRWOrwSHJIII] ™e vehicle wos manufactured in
November cof 2000. The Texas Department of Public Sofety inspectlon sficker
huirlber could neot ba read at the fime of our inspection, but it expired in
January of 2005. The vehicle registration sticker number 0349641WE exprrad In
December of 2004, At the fime of our Inspection, the adometer could not be
read, as b wes elecironic in nature, and the slectical system had bean
disconnected. The vehiile was equipped with an automatic teansmission.

FORD F-15) VEHIGLE INSPECTION

Qur Inspection of the Ford F-150 Pickup vehicie, reloting tc pre-existing body

damage, revedied no Indication of any substantial pre-existing body damage
at cll. The film thickness was relaiively uniform on all exdador body panels,
inconsistent with any slgriiicahi repars that would have been performed on this
vehicle prior to this Inspaction. This s conslstant with convarsations hod with the
insurad. os wel.

Fage 9
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-

oOurinspaction of the vahicle exterdor, which refates to forced enfty Info o locked
vehicle without the use of the proper door key, revedled ho indication of any
evidence ta suibstantiate thal there was any type of vandailsm, or violation, o
genarata this forced enfry.  Smply stated, there wos no evidence of
compromise surounding the lefi-tlde or right-side door lock/handie assembly, or
comprormise on the extedor windew ponels, or doar p-an;e-ls, o indicate any type
of forced enky to have dllowed access Info the engine compariment, o

- generata some sort of a vondalsm claim.

Our Inspaction of tha vehicks exleror, which reiotes to a vehicke fire, revealed

the fre that was primardly contained fo the engine comporiment oreq.
Specifically:

1. There was no bum of consequence sumounding the rear bumper
caver, tafgate, or right-rear or left-rear brake famp/ffun sgno!
assamblies.

L ¥ -

2. Both right and left truck bed sides were Intact and attached, and
- unccmpmmlsad as a result of expaosura 1o heat or fire.  Please note
thal we did observe some sideswipe-type of & scroping and
scuffing on the mear portion of the rghttrear door panel, Gs wek as
alang the enfire langth of the right fruck bed side. Thess markings
were very fresh, and potentially consktent with telocalion within the
storage faciity. There was no inchication of this domoge o5 o result
of convarsations with the insured. All thet can be stoted, howaver,
1 that ihere was some fresh damage, but {his damage had not
bsen repoired, or repainiad, subsequent io the damoge having
been imposad upon the vehicle.

3 Both right-rear and [eft-rear, a3 well as right-front and lefi-iront, door
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Mnuary 24, 2003

ponels were intact and aftaoched, and relatively uncompromised,
as o rasult of exposura to fire or heat. The farther we moved toward
the front of the vehicke, however, we did observe that there were
grealar amounis of soot deposits that were on these dacr pansls,
patentially consistent with moving foward an area of fire
Intanslficatlon. Please note, however, that was no indleallon of any
bum on any of the docr panel paint, to indicate cny signiicant fire
around these doar ponak.

As wa continved to move forward, [t must be noted tivat there was
a significant area of bum expedenced by e righi-front fender.
However, thal burn was only obsetved on the front kalf of the rAght-
front fender. The rear half of the righi-ront fender still conlkalned
intact and unbumed pdnt; QObviously, s we continued ¢ move
from the reor foward the front, we staied to abserve gradater fire
intensification, likely, consistant with o fira orginating within the
englne compariment. Please néfe that both Aight—ront and rgh-
recr tire and whael assemblies wera intact ond attachesd, and st
fuly infloled, at tha fime of our inspection.
THs is inconsistent with any significant fire intensification surounding
these wheels and fires,

As we confinued to move torward on the left side of the vehiche, it
must be nofed that ninety-percert [90%]! of the point was
consumed on the lefi-front fender. The only secilon of pant that
was uncensumed, -und relatively unbumed, was that on the reor
threednches 1o sixdnches (3"-6"]. This, agcin, Is purely consistent
with a fire that was intensifing os we wera moving from $he rear
toward the front of the left dde of the vehicike, and o fire that was
much mare Infanse on the left dde than the right side of tha vehicle,
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: 6. Evan though this s g separate line item, It must be noted that the

é _ left-front tire and wheet assembly was bumed to tha point of

] ' deflation. The lefi-front tire wos also poriiolly consumed as o result

' of exposure to heat and fire. This, again, & purely consstent with a
fire having been much ntense on the left sdde than the righ! side of
this Ford vehicie.

7. As we confinved to move forward, it must be noted thaet the fire
intensification significanty lassenead, as the front chromed seel
bumper and pkasfic composite ir_ap step ledge and bottom plastic
compaoshe lnw;er oF dam wete Intact and attached and ptimarily
uncargumad as a result of expasure to the fire. Even fhe civomed
section of the frant bumger wos intact, and stil had a sheen on it.
inconsistent with a fira that significantly intensified within the open-

. air envkonment In the front of tha engine compartment.

B Evan the dght-front and left-front headiamp assemities, athough
mildly bumed and deformed, ware sfik fully intact at the fimea af our
inspectlon, Inconsistant with a significant infensification of fire In the
open-aik snvironment In front of the engine compartment.

g.  The bumn experdenced by the closed vehicle hood was mid on the
right third, rekatively interse on the iefiside two-thirds, and
containad o *hot spot™ in the very recr six-inches to twelvadnches
{4"-12"), immadiately above, and to tha dght of, the brake power
boaster, This wos d seclion of the aluminum afioy vehicle hood that
was consumed on the lop, purely consisient with the fire having
been disfinctlvely most Intense in the lefitear corner of the angine
compartmant. -

_ . | in summary of qur inspectian of the burn poltems sxpenenced by lhe vehicle
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axiarlor, ol svidence is pursly consistent with the fire hoving been most intense
within the engine compartmeant, with o “hot spot” in the very laftrear comer of
ihe engine compartment. This was the only section of the aluminum aloy
vehicle hood that was portlally consumed. This is comoborated by the only fire
that wos bimned to tha point of deflation, of the et front, ogain, completaly
conslstant with a fire having been most intensa within the ket third of the engine
compariment. '

Our irspecfion of the vehicle inteder revecied a fire that was pimearly
cantained to tha engine compartmant, o5 there was no significant evicence of
bum within fhe vehicle interior ol all. with one exception, Thert exception was
Immediately below the lett third of the vehicla dash. Specifically:

1. We observed only mildly smcoke-domaged intedior rear bench seots.

2. Wea cbiatved mild smoke damage on the intedor front seats.
3. We observed soot and smoke that coated the interior and stil Infact
deoor ghass, as weall as the unbumad Interor door ponsls.

4,  Wo did obssrve that the fiooring material throughout the vehicla
interior was primariy intact and attoched, and unaffected by thils
fra, with the exception of that section Immediately below the
firewall accass holes on the teft third of the engine comparimant.

5. The vehicle dash was primarly infact, ond attached, There was no
avidence of bum in the bottom face or front face of the vehicle
dosh to indicate any comprembse as a result of exposure to fire or
heat. FPlease note. however, that the vehicle dash was Indeed
coaled with a mild layer of oo,
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Innpwry 34, 100

The steering column was intact and atiached as wel. and coaied
with a rekstively mild foyer of soot,

The top foce of the vehicle dash was priimarity Intact and otached,
with the excepticn of the area sumounding the HVAC {Hecting,
VYentlation, and Alr Condifioning} ductwork an the left half of ihe
vehlcle dosh. This section of tha vehicle dash was meited and
midiy burned, o3 o result of fire flowing from the engine
compariment into the intedor, and not vice versa. ¥ was only
observed in the upper levels of the left half to leff third of the
vehicle dash, nconsistent with & fire migrafing from the most
intensely bumed laft side of the engine compartmaent.

We inspacted the undenide of the vehicle dash, to see if there was
any evidence of aftemorket wiing that may have been
compromised, or cowd have contributed to the onset of the fire. Al
the iime of our inspection, wa observed thol the center third of the
vahicle dash contalned an OEM {Criging! Equipment Monufacturer)
AM/FM stereo/CO player. This was compistely unaffected by the
vehicle fre. Addibonally, there was no evidence of oftermorkat
whing that was conslstent wilh aony oflermarket electronics, or an
agkam systeim having been Insioled on the vehicle Intedor. Al
evidence ¥ consisten! with the vehicle Inferor having been
completely factory of OEM [Criginol Equiprmant Manulachuer, and
Incansistent with any comgonents that, contibuted 1o e onset of
this vehicle fra, Again, the only area of burn intensification was that
area mmmediotely below tha left third of the vehicle dash. This was
at. and immediately below, the frewall accass hales, consistent

‘with a flre that was fraveling from the sngine compartment into the

infericr, migrating through the firewall access holes, and generating
fira fall-down, immediately nelghboring the firewal in the vehicle
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interlor.

Cur inspaciion of the sngine comparimenf revegled thls vehicie was equipped
with o V-8, mult-port fuelHinjected engine., ond an automatic fransmission.

Specificay:

1. The bum within the angine compariment was widespread,
affecting virually every component. % must be noted, however,
that thare was distinctively more intense bum in the left third of the
anglna-cnmpurin'!ani. 1han was observed In the fAghd third of the
engine compartment,

i 2.  Thers wos a battery immediately above the right front inever fander.
. ' This botlery wos severely bumned, and paorticty consumad. The
majorty of the exterior plasic composlte howing was bumed, and
pariially consumed, byt thare was stif o sgniflcont amount of infact
pldstie composite malerlal sumounding i1,

3.  The wirng that was routed immediately bahind, and to the lefi of,
the battery was bumed, ond partlally volkd of insudation, but there
was still a significant amount of uncomsumed insutation sumounding
thess wiras.

- 4. As wa moved from ihis rdght third of the engmne compaimesnt
" toword fhe engine, it must be noted that there was sfik o significant
amount of unconsumed rubber and piastlc compesite hoses, and
undeformed aluminum alloy matenial, associated with the of-

' condiioning system.

. : 5. The rghtside englna valve cover, which was composed of o
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January 14, 2005

fibergiass compasite meterial, was prirmarily intact and atiached, 1
was prirmaiity unconsumed as o result of exposure to this fire and
heat, but the front portion of this fiberglass composite volve cover
did experience the most infense bum. It & described, however, as
only mildly bumed, as thens wos ne indication of ony consumption
of combustible matedals at all.

Fires oftentimes intensify within the redatively openclr anvireonment in
tha front of the engine compartment. This fire was very different.
Even though there was soma natural intensification of fire In this
areq, the giuminum alloy dir-conditioning condenser and rodiator
were stil primaorily intoct and ottached, and only midly consumed
on the lop twodnches to fourinchas {2°-4"). Ninety-percent {POR)
of these aluminum alloy components were intact and attached.
Evan ihe radliator plastic composite heads wera intact and
attached, and only parlially consumad on 1he top half. This would
be corsistent a fre maving been much more intense in the tog half
and the _b-nﬂom half of #he open-air environment In the front of the
sngine compariment. Tha radialor coofing fan blaxdes, which were
plastlc composita material, as wall as the plastic composite radiator
coolng fan stvoud, were primadly consumed in {his engine
compariment fire, as well.

As we continued to mave from the right toward the left side acness
the top of the engine, it musi ba noted thaf there was sl o
sgrificant amount of unconsumed wiing Insulotion and
unconsumed combushible materials immedlately in front of the
frewall The aluminum aloy altemator housing In the top front
porfion of the engine was dso intact and gitached at the time of
our Inspection. There was no significant area of fire intensification
15 wa wers moving from the fight toward fhe left side of the engine
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il.

January 24, 2005

across the tep.

fven though there was no significant intensification of the fire
immediataly obove the top portlon of the engine, it must be noted
that the alr intake plumbing, that was routed from the lefi-front
comer of fhe engine compartment to the civminum alloy upper air
intake manffold, was corsumed. The fire wos indeed Intensa
anough to consurme this upper level plostic compasita material,

As we continued to move toward the left side of the engine, it must
be noted thot the power steering pump reservoir wos consumed in
his fire, as well as virtually ol wiring insulotion at, and immaedigtsly to
the left of, the leftside angine valve cover. Obviously, the fire was
intensfying, as we ware moving c<ross the tep of the engine above

the left-sida valve cover.

The leftside engine valve cover was much more severely bumed
thah the right-side engine compariment valve cover. as It was
bumed across nearly its entire length, and partially cornsumed on
the front sik-inches {4"], exposing the timing chaln. Tive entire length
of this left-side englhe flverglass compasite valve cover exposed
tha ficerglass underdayment matenal. The nghtside fibergass
compasite valve, however, only had srmall sections of the fibarglass
underdayment materal having basn expoted. This fire was
significantly more intense on tha left side than thea right side of the
engina compartment.

Tesiomant ta the fact that this engine compartment fire was
relatively upper lavel, it must be noted thal the left-front lower
radiator hose was pimeaty Infeet and attached, and only severely
bumad on the top. The fact that it was intact and attached, and
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. immediately nelghbordng the intact left-sida piastic composite
‘ radiater head, &, again, consistent with o reiofively upper fevel ieft-
third enging compartment fire.

12. The feft-rear anglihe comparment silvated power dsrmbution
caenter, which was o plastic composte housing with relays on the
Intericr, was severaly bumed and parlolly consummed. Tha parfial
cansumption, however, was only hoteworthy immediately o the efi
of the broke master eylinder. The majority of this power distibution
center was intact ond oitached, and contained no significant *hol
spots”, with the excaplicn of that pordion immediately neighbaring
the front porlion of the brake master cylinder.

13. The brake master cyinder, which wos an aluminum alky material,

. was primarly infoct and affoched. It did have cracks on i,
immediately surounding where the broke pedal deactivation
switch was mounted.

14,  The broke master cyinder reservok. however, was consumad In this
fire, a3 was all of the paint surounding the brake power booster,

15, It must also be neted that all of the wiing routed above the braks
power booster was Insulatlon-veld, and there was a clean bum on
the frewat immedlately alsove the broke power booster, as well,
Thi is indeed the area of most intense bum in the letltear comer of
the engine comparment, surounding the consumed paint on the
brake power booster, Immediately naighboring the severely bumed
left-side engine volve cover.

_ Both engine gif and automatic fransmisslon: fluid sarmples wers inspected and
. rammr_ad, thould on anatysls e desred to help datermlne ora-fire candition of
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tha ehgine andfor iransmision. Both fiuids were heavily axidized, of the proper
color, apd shawing no avidence of any significant mechanical improprietias or
ony contamination. It would not be o recommendation to send these fluids out
for analysis, since there s no indicafion of confribution from the engine or
fransmission to the onset of this angine compartmant fire,

Cue ta the fact that the front top portlon of the brake master cylinder resarvoir

. wos partially cracked, and o pressure switch had separgled from this broke

master cylinder that was previously screwed Info the top front-most bass, we
attempted io lecate fallen components that ware previously attached te the
brake master cylnder. At fhe fime of our Inspection, we did Indead observe the
fallen broke pedal deactivation switch that had separated from the broke
maostar cyiinder. It kad fallen ic Immediately above the farward-most section of
the ypper conlr! am.  This separated brake pedal deactivation switch wes
savaraly bumed, sl contalned aluminum cfioy materal that was surounding
the threaded portion where it was previously sscwed to the brake master
cyliindar, and the plastic composite multi-connector on fop of this brake pedal
deactivation switch was severaly bumed. i i indeed pecullar 1o see thot s
brake pedal dencﬁw.::ii:::-n switch had separated from the brake master cylinder
astembly, unless the fire was Intense esnough fo soften the cluminum aloy
materiol of the brake master cyfnder, In this specifle areq, fo generate said
separation.

We removed the brake pedal deactivation swilch, and are storing it ot the
office of Forensic Analysts, panding further instrucfions from Alistate insurance
Company, should thera be a desire o hove the brake padal daactivation

switch analyzed.

All evidence, hawever, |$ purely corsistent with this heving baen the. area of
most interse bum in the keiHqex comer of the engine compartment,
immediately below the portially consumed partion of the aluminum aioy closed
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vahicle hood. Al fire fiow pottearns were conslstent with that, which fessened in

 intensity. as we moved oway from tha lefitear comner of the engine

compartment, Yoward the right side of the englne compartment, towards the
front of the engine compartment, as well as rearward toward the Interior of the

vehicle.

it must alko ba noted that the only section of the front wndshield that was

_shattered ot the time of cur mspechon, although infoct, was thot orea

Immediately obove anc behind the brake power boaster, This, again, [s purely
canhsistent with an area of most intensa bum amanating from the left-raar comer

of the engine compariment, pdor to migrating mildly Into the vehicle interior,

RESEARCH OF RECALL INFORMATION

We contacted the Nafiohol Highway Trotic Sofety Adminlsiraoflon (NHTSA] to
identify any preliminary evoluations, enginearing anclyses, ar recails on 2001
Ford F-150 vehicles.

At this fime. o search of Yher records, os well os techrical service bubelins,
indicated no infarmation rafating 1o the loss as described. Pleose naote that the
brake pedal deactivation swiiches have been recafled on 2000 Ford F-150
vahicles,

RECOMMENDATIONS

We recommend thet the- 2001 Ford F-150 vehicle be retained, secured. and
protectad, regarding any further testing or inspection by other interested parties.
We also reserve the right io be present and observe any, and oll, inspeclions o
tasting of this Lexus Ford F-150 vehicle by any other concerned parbies.
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IV. BASIS OF REPORT

This raport is based ueon the following:
1. Inspectian of the 2001 Ford F-150 vaehicte.
2. Interview with the Insured.
3. - Resecrch of recall information.

4, Informaticn and cbservaiions as noted In this repaort.
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V. ATTACHAMENTS

PHOTOGRAPHS
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1. Front view of 1he Ford F-130 vahich,
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3. Pight-sda view of the Fard F-1 50 verids,




View of ihe T Depariment of Publc Sofety sthokers and vehicls regisirglion stickers.
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7. Clozer vimwr of the Intenss bum sumounaing the aiffront fender.
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2. Crvarview of the closad vehiche haod, s viewsd from the dght,

. T T W T Ovenvie of The parfially shaltered front windshield. -
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11. Cwerdsw of fhe hisdor unbumed raor banch saal.
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13 Cvarview of Tha unbumed yehicls domh, o viewsd Irom the lefi,

D9RT~)T-a0-Gaug

Fage 29
Tunoary 24, 3005 FAI Filo Mo, 3552




15, Cvarviaw of the bum expanancad by tha faoring matediol nder fhe ket fied of the veiicle dash.
- -
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1%, View of the faht half of the englne compariment, as viewed rom the frani.
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Z1. Crearview of the ighf-gde Thergkes compasiie engina valve cover.
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3 Crvarviaw of the angine, o viswad em the frenlk.
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25, View of the bum experdenced by the pawer disilbution centar, Imrmackdialy to e kit of the brake
o tnasiey evlincher, os viewsd fom e et '
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. Crendiew of the depods on tha frewall In the right half of the angine comparimant.
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al Overvigw of the fallen sepanated brake peda deactvation swilch hat was corarved immeciatedy
- balow tha broke mastar cylindar.
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.' Nationwide’ - L |
tx=d On Your Side" o

Nationwide Insufance * 110 Etwood Davis Road, North Syrscuse, N.Y. 13212 « 315-453-3594
May 6, 2005

¥ond Motor Company

Parklane Towers West — Suite 300
Three Parklane Boulevard
Dembom, MI 48126-2568

Atin; Shawn Norton

N A

Re: 63 claime relating to cruise control recall
Desr Ms. Norton:

Ag you will meall you and [ spoke 4 weeks age. Iam the mangger of & centralized unit that has
been handling subrogation claims Nationwide has involving automobile fires and possible
defects gince September, 2004. We also have been handling these cleima for our affiliate
company Alhed eimce Febmary, 2005. You have had digcussiona on several claims with my
: anzociates Kathie Styer, Lynn Ellis and Lyrn Koenck. Our goal has been to establish a positive
. working relefionshipr with your company, and to only submit claims to your company having
mezit.

Enclosed vou will find aupparting maverials regarding 63 of our claimg relating to the cniige
control recall. We have pravided a list of thege claims, and supporting documents for each ¢laim
which are separated and in the same order a3 they appear on the list These claims are for the
castern states in our operation. We are waiting for a repert on our westem states handled by
Allied, and ag soon as it i available 1 will send those to you for review. As we discussed during -
our phone ¢all many of these claims were handled and closed priot to us heing aware there was
an.izsue with the cruise control. Therefore, on some of those claims we did not secure a causc an )
origin report, and the vehiclez mre mo lonper availeble. On el claims we bave provided
photographs and cstimates that clearly document the arce where the fire started.

I would sppreciete discussing this with you or someone at Fond once you have received this and
have had an opportunity to review. Please contact me by phone at 315-453-3594, by fax at 614-
961-3120 or by EMAIL at mabheto@mationwide.com. We leok forward io continue working
with you and your team, building a strong working relationship, and worldng towards cost
effective tesolutions of claims for both of our companies.

[ -\__h—'\_'_"‘-——
p, Mﬂﬁ P T i -
] .‘:-_ = E.F . H
Mabbett ‘ AR !

Subrogation Manager T OMAY

. ] § 42005
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Phoenix Investigalions, Inc.

P.0. Bax T7257 Spachalzing in
Cpurwar, Colorndn AG2T-0297 . Proparty 1 nes
3-MA2-44B7 Investigatons

November 14, 2001

Mr. Andy Artzberger

Formers Insurance
PO Box 378230
Denver, CO 80237

RE: A preliminary report for the arigin and cuse investigation conducted on a

1997 Ford F150, VIN 1FTDFIBﬁ?VI(-

Insured:

Date of Loss: September 25, 2001
Date of Assignment: QOctober 8 2001
Claim Number:

Phoenix Investigations Case Number: 014589

Dear Mr. Artzhberger,

Attached is the preliminary report far the arigin and cause investigation on the
above-referenced loss. The conclusians and findings are basad on information
availoble as of the date of this report.

Thark you very much for the opporiunity to be of service.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas D. McAdam, C.FEI. .
Investigatians Supervisor

REEEIVER
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P P #O1A589
ASSTONMENT AND FINDIMNGS

Thomas D. McAdam, CF.E.L., was assigned an origin and cause investigatian on the
fire referenced above. The truck was examined on October 10, 2001, and follawup
work continued through Getober 29, 2001

The fire originated in the lower left pertion of the engine compartment of the
truck. This determination was made af ter analysis of post-fire patterns indicating
the movement and intensity of fire, and review of withess statements,

E
The cause of the fire was ignition of nearby combustibles by an unknown Failure of
the brake contral module. This determination was made af ter eliminatian of other
causes at or near the peint of arigin,

VEHIALE DESCRTPTION

The vehicle was a white 1997 Ford F150 conventional eob pickup truck with
Colorade license plates 99842R5 and YIN ETDFIE&?:HTHE plates
expire in March, 2002 Tt was equipped with four-wheel drive, a 4.6 [iter engine,
and automatic transmission. Although there were signs painted on the doors
advartising Rhino Systems, the registration found in the gleve compartment
indicated the truck was owned by William Meore.

The truck appeared to be in goad condition priar to the fire, with na abviaus bady
damage, The condition of the iaterior was consistent with a well-maintained
vehicle of the age and mileage of this examgle. - The adometer indicated 102,174
miles. The wheels and tires all matched, althaugh the tires exhibited a significant
amount of wear. The bed of the truck was finished with a sprayed-on bed [iner,
and the tallgate was not on the truck. Na aftermarket accessories were cbserved.

VEHIOLE EXARINATION

In this repart, the driver side of the vehicle is the left side and the passenger
side is the right, All directiona] indications are based an this orientation.




. Mucrlx Iiveytioniions Coss #C14589

I - r=gistered owner of the truck, gave permission far the
examination and collection of evidence during @ phone interview on Qctober 9,
200L The fire ocourred at the hame &ﬂm person assigned the
truck. The truck was subsequently taken to Klode Salvage Distribution Center?
where the examination was conducted.

Examination of the exferior of the truck found heavy damage to the hood, wind-
shield, left front fender, and grille. The right front fender, cab, and bed were
undamaged. The left deor was slightly smaked, and the interior had heat damage
on the dashboard near the windshield and smoke damage throughout. The wind-
shiald was broken out in fromt of the driver seat, and the damage was consistent
with heat exposure and mot impoct-related. The right windshield wiper wos intact,
but the keft was severaly damaged and the pieces had falken aut of their brackets.
The headliner in the cab sustained fire damage in line with the hole in the wind-
shield. There was no indication of fire origin in the cab and It was eliminated from
further examination,

The aleminum heod was melted with anly a portion aleng the right sidz and the
front remaining, The damage o the haed indicated heavier fire on the keft side of
. the ergine compartment than on the right. The plastic grille on the cowl was intact
on it right gide, but burned away on its left. Damage to the grille area was also
markedly more severe on the left, and fire damage to the laft front fender, tire,
and whee! well all pointed to heavy fire on the left side of the engine compartment.

Examination of the engine compartment found the bartery, located on tap of the
right wheel well, was melted from the top down epproximately half way, with some
indication af heat progression from the left, The positive post had fallen out of
the battery, and the negative post was deformed by heat. The clamps on the
battery cables, which had fallen away from tha battery, were clean ond had no
indication of arcing or shorting. The cables did not exhibit any unusual discolor-
ation indicative of high internal heat ar exeessive heating during the fire. Hases
on the right side of the engine campartment adjacent to and below the battery

. 'B407 5. Parfet Gourt, Lakewnad, 50
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were damaged diractionally, shewing heat exposure from the left side of the
compaciment. Comparison of the extent of damage an tha right and keft sides of
the enginz compartment eliminated the right sida as the area of origin,

The insufation was burned of £ most of the wiring in the compartment, exeept for
small iselated greas. The upper radiator hose, which was connected to the upper
right partion of the radiator, was generally intact, with light fire damage on the
side facing right, and heavy damaege on the left side. The tap half of the fan
shroud was consumed by the fire, and one of the fan blades was partially melted
off. The fan turned freely, and its position at the time of the fire was not _
determined. The radiator was slightly melted at its upper left portion, an the side
focing the reor. A "V" pattern was evident on the radiator, with its nadir below
and slightly inboard of the upper [eft corner. The averflow hose was connected to
a fitting at the upper left comer and ran dowrward from that point, The hese had
fire damage on its side toward the right. The coolant overflow Yank, located at
the left front corner of the engine compartment, was melted and drooped toward
the right. The lowar radiator hose, lecated on the lower left front portion of the
engine compartment, was somewhat deformed by heat on its upper side, but was
intact. )

The air ¢cleaner housing and gir duct were all consumed in the fire. The only
remnart Ffound of this assembly was the circle clamp far the air cleaner housing,
which was in the bed of the truck. Electrical connectors were located on the top
forward portion of the wheel well, beneath the air cleaner housing location. These
connectors were in good condition, and the corrugated plastic tubing on the wires
toward the frent of the truck was undamaged. The insulation on the wires toward
the buck was domaged end melted away. A group of four wires led away from this
aren toward the front center of the engine compartment. These wires were
traced and found ta terminate in small conneztars. The end of the wires was lying
on the engine block, and it was cbvicus that whatever they had been connecred to
prier ta the fire had burned away.

The brake fluid reservoir was burmed away, and the contents had spilled onte the
steering column and frame below. There was na significant low-level burning there.
The top of the fuse box, located on the top of the left wheel well, had melted
down over the fuses, There was no singular “hot spot” or arex of consumption to

4
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indicate the fire came from within the fuse bax, and rhe melting appeared ta be
the result of heat exposure from an area to the front and right of the fuse box.
The wires behind and below the fuse box had sustdired heat domage, but there
were areas where the insufation remained on the conductors. The insulation on the
large wiring harness which ran across the upper rear portion of the engine com-
partment was burned away, but examination of the conductors found ho trea of
arcing, sharting, or other pre-fire failura. The conductars were brittle, indicative
af exposure to high heat, with mere damage noted on the left side than the right.

Examination of a nearby 1997 Ford F150 feund the brake anti-lock madule wgs
located at the lower portion of the left side of the engine compartment. The
module was burhed away on the claimant's vehicle, and the lowest point af burning
wai In this area.

The overall evalugtion of the damage patterns indicated heavy fire in the upper
level of the left front portion of the engine compartment, Thig area was occupied
by the air cleaner assembly and air duct. This was determined by examination of a
similar vehicle, These items were piastic, and comiributed a significant fuel load to
the area. Tracing of the wires on the similar truck found a group of four conduc-
tors leading to a seasor in the air duct. The positioning of these four wires was
consistent with the four conductors found an the engine black of the truck which
Burned.

INTERVIEWS
- is the registered owner of the truck. He was interviewed by phone on
October 9, 2001, and provided the following information:
He bought the truck used in early 1999 from the Ford dealer at County Line

and Broadway? It had approximately 60,000 miles on it when he bought if.
At the time of the fire, it had slightly over 100,000 miles. (NOTE: The

*Courtesy Ford, 8292 5. Broaduay, (303) 794-4143

5




registration feund in the truck during the vehicle examination indicated the
purchase date was February 4, 1999.)

. An emplayee, Hugo Carreon, was the driver of the truck,

= + He was not aware of any problems with the truck. He stated thar other
than routine oil changes and brake work, the only work done on it was the
repair of a warning light approximarely five months ago. He believed the oil
changes wers done at The Ford deder,

Huge Carfeon
Mr. Carreon ig employed at Rhino Systems, and was agsigned the truck. He was
cantacted by phone on October 9, 2001, and provided the feollowing information:

He is the only person fo drive the truck
At the time of the fire, it had been parked in his driveway for appraxi-
mately 12 hours, It was unlocked, and the windows were apen.

. At appraximately 5:00 wm., he was awakened by the horn blowing, followed
shortly thereafter by an explosion. He cbserved the truck on fire and
called 911. The fire wos uurnmg out of the grifle and araund the edges of
the hood,

- He reported he had a problem about three weeks befare the fire in which
he could not shift it. It was takento T & N Service in Cammerce City. He
was told it was an alectrical problem.

. He does not check Fluid levels between il changes. He has the oil changed
at 3,000 mile intervals ot Super Lube on Broadway.

- The vehicle was running well the kast time he drove it, with no  unusual odors,
noises, or any other extraordinary indications.

FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT

The West Metro Fire Dapartment was contacted by phone on October 9, 2001, and
d copy of their report requested, Captain Dan Pfannenstiel reviewed the report
while an the phone and reported that no fire department investigatar was re-
quested by the suppression personnel, As of the date of this report, the West
Metro report has not been received. It wil be placed in the File upon receipt,




A review of the National Highway Transpertatrion Safety Administration (NHTSA)
website found no recalls relating to tha fire. There were five consumer complaints
of fires simitar to this incident, three of which occurred while the vehicle was
parked, The vehicles hod been parked from 30 minutes to 24 hoaurs when the fires
occurred.

EVIDENCE

Photographs were taken of the exterior and interior ef the vehicle, and the area
and point of origin. Photagraphs were also taken to decument the vehicle examina-
tion, and of anather 1997 Ford F150 lozated nearby. No items of evidence were
taken,

DISCUSSION

The fire heavily damaged the left side of the angine compartment, with tha lowest
burning inthe-aree-af the anti-lock brake module. During a discussian of the
incident with d Ford fechnician at a local dealership, he stated he had recently

warked on a Ford van in which_the medule had meited. It did not start a fire, but
the module was the only item damaged by heat.

ATTACHMENTS

Photograghs
Vehicle Inspection Report
NHTSA Consumer Camplaint report




PHOEMEX TNVESTLGATION, INC,

YEHILCLE INSPECTION REPORT

ik rbsse U114

o
Company: Eo s Claim #:
Placa Fire Occurred: %
Date of Loss: G-15- o/ Vehicle Examination Dete: | 46— /0-0
Vehicle Examination Lacation: | A7odb¢ _Fge0 Lladotoed Lo Littlesm 0
Manrfacture: Ford Model: | Fysd
Year: | ;P47 . Bedy Style: | F/W/
vIN#: | JETDE (%6 w- License Plate: _
Stare: Vally xpiration Date: 3/ a2 Odometer: fbil 1y
Fire Damaged Areals) Slightly Damaged = 1 - Total Damoged = 5
Exterior No @ 1 @ 3 4 5
Tnterior . Na @ 1 é | 3 4 5
Engine Corpartment No @ 1z 3 4 s
Areas of Buen
Roof o) 1 2 3 4 5
Hood Na 1 2 3 4 (8
&rill No 1 z 3 @& s
Left Front Tire No t 2z A 4 5

* Left Front Fendar No 1 2 31 (@& s
Left Front WM Well No 1 2 3 4 Gj
Left Front Door - Mo @ 2 3 4 5
' eft m @ 1 2 3 4 5

ERDE-022-| C=108E




PHOENIX INVESTIGATION, INC.

. YEHIZLE INSPECTEON REPORT

arens of Burn Confinued Slightly Damaged = 1 - Total Damaged = 5
Left Rear Tire Yes i 2 3 4 5
Left Rear Fender Yes 1 2 3 4 e}
Left Rear Wheel Well Yes 1 2z 3 4 5
Rear Trunk / Hatch Back Yes 1 2 3 4 5
fight Rear Tire Yes 1 2 i. . 4 5
Right Rear Fender Yes i 2 3 4

5
Right Rear Wheel Well Yey 1 2 3 4 5

PR ®

Right WM Yes 1 2 3 4 5
Right Fronr Door Yes 1 2 3 4 5
ight Front Tire Yes 1 2 3 4 5

. Right Front Fender No @ A 2 a1 4 s

Right Front Wheel Well | No @ 1 (] 3 4 5

Do Tires and Wheels Match No  (Vex

All Lug Nuts Tight and In Place Ne @ |

Engine Comportment Remarks

Hood Open During Fire @ Yeg

Radiatar Melted No (es) Mol ugper [oft

Upj;-.e.r Radiator Hase Burned No Sudgdnndiatl y fafie?

Lower Radiator Hose Burned No @ “ "

irlve Balt Burned No 9




PHOENIX INVESTISGATION, INC.

VEHLCLE INSPECTION REPORT
*noine C tment Continued R I
Other Hoses Burned No @
-3 T"f g‘f’i&"ﬂd.}, ! l{';!-'l ‘fﬂ&
Fan and Shroud Burned Ne @;
Inner Fender Burned No @ f,._é)(}t L Fhan n‘_jﬂr

Heating System Bumed

Qil Below Lowest Mark on Dipstick

Evidence of Excessive Ofl Leakage

Holes or Cracks in Transmission

Transmission Qil Level Satisfactory

Problems with Drive Train/Suspension Yes

e 22
;

Lotor Mounts Burned Yes

Eleciriral ' Mo Distorted/ Short or

Battery . ‘/ 7

Battery Connections 74
gattery Cables /

Starter : vV

Alternator / Generator

Tgnition System

v/
/

Fuse Panel L o
v’

Wiring Harness(s)

ERTFI-003-LC-1490




PHOEMNDX INVESTIGATION, IMC.

VEHIOLE IMSPECTLON REFORT
Hasg Ne Distorted/

Damage  Smoked  Cracked — Meljed  Broken
Windshizkd ' et e Ll
Left Frant Door e -
-Eef+-Rear-Boor — PR
Rear Window '- ad .
Réoi Rear Doar - ' —— — nd ——
Right Frant Daor - / —_—

Sunroof —

Remarks: W;ﬂjf‘éﬂ/ﬁ éfd}a“ c?it?“ _-_(}' "'{‘”’# _/_’;ﬂ-"flb’-ﬁ*‘ sidd

Interior Remarks
Door{s) Open During Fire @ Yes
Left Front Door - Locked @ Yes

Left-RearDogr—Locked_ A N Yes
Right-Fromt-boor—tocked . 4

& Yeg
RightRearDor=tocked /1T No  Yes
Windew(s) Open During Fire @ Yes
“ey in Ignition @ Yes

ERes-fea-LC- 1881




PHOENIX TNVESTIEA TION, INC.
YEHIZLE INSPECTION REPORT

teriar Cantinued
Any Accessories Removed
Umisual Burn Pattern{s)
Abnormal Melting

Unusual Objects in Vehicle

Trunk Open During Fire

> e T E

Unusual Objects in Trunk

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yag

.uimmd.rad
mmmmﬁm

Fuel and Emizsion System No
Filler Cag v’
Riller Assembly | :./
F-ue.l Lines

Fuel Filters/Carbuyretor /Injection

Turbas s

Air Intake Filters

Fuel Vapar Recovery System
Exthaust and Tail Pipe v

Muffler and Catalytic Converter v/

Clamps and Conhections

L TNNE N

Any Loose Line(s) ' @
“onnectiohs @

Yes

Yes

EARS-20%-LC-1852




PHOENTX INVESTISATION, INC,

VEHICLE INSPECTION REFORT
“uel and Emission System Continued
Fuel Tank Prior to Fire ____ Empty 174 1/2 /4 __ v Full
Remarks:
o

Mizcellaneous
Evidence Taken Q Yes
Evidence of Explosion or Rupture @ Yes
Any Ol Sample(s) Obtained @ Yes

Laboratory Results
Fuel Sample(s) Obtained @ Yes

Laboratory Results
Debris Sample(s) Obtained @ Yes

Laboratory Results

Location of Longest end Hottest Burning: _ /. 45 Ll ynt Lo nyT ot

Recent Work on Vehicle and 8y Whom: _ﬁm'r ff:'ﬁftr - TV fernip




PHGENIX INVESTIGATION, INC.
VEHTA E IMSPELTION REPORT

Description of Incident: _&.ﬂ&'f f:i.- fi éd.:ys'. Oty 4 Y e 4 ;ér

fresea glé’hf’:"j. Iif_!dl/ﬂ ggﬁfu“h#_ Treon gigs pa ﬂ;"""_. Jldw--f;__‘

_dut ot )Qrﬂffﬁ Brogwd Ko dl

=

Pertinent Recalls and Service Bulletins Pertaining to Case: __ Cuaf sertr cots ols. 75

2! é?:'ﬂg wﬁ,&fwk_«gﬁ’

Comments on Overall Inspection:




Rofi 1 Framo 1
Front of vahicle

Roll1 Frama 2
Rlgit side of vehicle




Roll 1 Ergme 4
eft raay of vehicig

L
ERE-00-1.C- 1896



Roll T Frame 5
LeH sida of cablrear to kkant

Rotl + Framao €
Left front fendar

ER2=-233-).C- 1887




Roll1 Frame 7
Inlarioriright to laft

Rofl1 Frama B
Top of cabfinteriar

ERS3-003-LC~-1898




EABD-005-LC-1899

Roll1 Frame 9
Windshiaidiinterior

Roll 1 Frame 1
Hood and windshiaid




Rolt1 Fratme 11
Engine compartiment

RoMl 1 Frame 12

Engina compartment
ERBS-D85- C-1908




Roll1 Frame 13

Right side of engine
campatiment

Rolf t Frame 14
Left side of angine
COHN parteaenl




RoM 1 Frame 15
Frant of engine
compartmentileft to right

2061 -D1~ERo-catg

Rolt 1 Frame 16
Rear of engine
cornpartmen tioft ta right




Roll 1 Frams 17
Front of angne
compartmant/right ic left

Roll 1 Frame 18
Rear of engine
compantmentiright to keit




RoH 1 Frame 26
Center of engine
compartment

DR AL O~ 1008



. Rali1 Frame it

Left side of engine
compariment

Roll1 Frame 32
Radlator




Rofl1 Frame 23
Radlator overflow hosa

Roll1 Frame 24
. Electrical connectoraftaop of
left wheel weil




Roll 1 Frame 26 ERBS-083-LC-1087

Lawer radiator hose




Roll 1 Frame 27
Fusd panat

Roll i1 Frame 28
Fuse panred ERBS-_Bim-| 1908




Roll 1 frama 29
Fuse panol

Roll 1 Frame 30
Wiring#top front povtionfight
front whae! well




Roit 1 Frame 31
Wiring/iop front portionfleft
front wheel well

Rall ¥ Framae 32
LUindergide of air cleanes
mgutiting brackel

ERDD-809-LC~1918




EQRS-pOS-1.1-1811

Roll 1 Frame 33
Wiring/simllar vehicile

Rall 1 Frame 34
Lef sidefsimila;
veghiclefengine campartinent




Rojl 1 Frame 35
Laft side/similar
vehiclefenging compartmgnt

Roll 1 Framae 36
ViN plate on claimant vehicle




Roll 1 Frame 37
Wiring to air sensor

EAgS-803-LC-1013







MaciNNES, WHIGHAM, LIVELY & SIEFKEN, L.L.E

ATTORANEYS & COUNSELORS
1RCEERT A MadMNES : ORI

IFEFROMAL Lo T AL Lam
GREEGORY A, WHIGEIAM
SAM LIVELY

MARK BIEFFEN Jul‘ 12 m
Tuly Z, 26

TGHSUMER afFar
SECTION T

By Cortlflsd Moll, Retura Receipt Requested
Ford Motor Company

Consurner Affaire

P.0O. Box 6148

MI-INE-B

Dearbom, MI 48124

Re: 1997 Ford F-150
VINE L
Cromer:

To Whom & May Concem:

Thia wil! follow up on my previous conversation with Radh af yout Conyaner
Relstionship Conter on Jane 30, 2004. In thal conversation, [ sdvised Radh that I have baen
retained by Agricultural Warkers Mutug] Auto Inmirmoe Company to represcnt them in g
potential subrogation claim erising out of a Ere that originaled in the above-referenced Ford F-
150. Our investigation, to date, reveals that this {ire was probably the resolt of & defoctive beake

i to the 1998

- - ———

Please be pdvised that as a result of thiy fire, Apricultural Wadkess hay paid theJJjthe
amount of $22,724.99 and in sutrogated to poy recovery they may have against Foed Motoc
Company. Agricultural Warkers Mutir] Auto Insuranoe Company s rights must be protected in
casc you do make a seitlement with the Bakers,

Should you require any additional irformation or wish to inapect amy of the darage,
phense call me immmediately. The Bakews are in the process of cleaning up in prepacation for,
starting the rebuilding process. Theesfore, dme 1s of the essence. N
Sincerely, f.léb
-‘M /t/l q,
| 0w
: VAR Rt
Mark Siefken f@}.l),)
MEke

7

Tt NUECES STREFHT « AIMGTIN, TEKAS 783 = 511- 47713 » FAX Rl 47771371

ERRE-OYS-LC-1914
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HaNNAH, CoLvIN & PIPES, L.L.[N
ATTOHNEVS ATLAT
205 | FLVERLHDE DRIVE. SUITE 160
BATON B0ILGE, LOUESLANA AR08
TELEFHOME: (129) Fiio-804
EACSHLE: { X15) 1674

WCHAEL [ OV

W RLANSCM FIFES

TAMECE CHUNCH REEVES

EALMEL & NcDOH AL L
FICESTENA L HARPER.

Ford Wotor Commprany

Parklane Tiower West, Suite 300
Three Parklane Boulevard
Dearborme, Michigan 48126-25468

re:
Tnsured

Dmquw une 4,
Ohrr Flle No.:

Dwar M. Norton:

Please ho advised chat [ have beeo retained in
connection with damages susinined as a result of a fire which ocourved oo June 4, 2002, at the
rosidenca of itn innered IINn Mden, Louisian. According to State Farm’s
investigation, the fire criginated in 8 1997 Ford F 150 Pickap Truck dwt was parked under the carport
ofthe shove meationed residentiai dwelling. As a result of the fire, the residential dwefling sustained
substantial proparty damage which is still being assessed at thia time.

Englosed you will find an expert report prepared by Ron McKinley, which indivates that the
causs of the fire was s defective brake switch.” Evideace of proof ofloss is being gathered
Bt this mmwﬁm%ﬁmrm

By way of this correspondence, iz placing Ford Motor
Compeny and/or Texas Instruments on immediste notice of thia claim as it is seeking full
reinﬂmmufmnndn.mtnhenude,mhﬂnﬁum_ﬂnnﬁm
vehicle ia available for inspetion st Copart of Louitiana in Shreveport, Lotusana

If you have any questions or wish $o discuss this matter further, please call. |

envlosures
o Shiley by

ERSS =008l C=191%




MAY 28 2w
WERSTER At
DOCKET N [VISION * H’
26™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
VERSUS ] PARISH OF WEBSTER
FORD MOTOR COMPANY STATE OF LOLVISIAN A
Ahd by dip bbbk deRak ke bbb LRI TRIT T AL E]
JOINT PETITION FOR DAMAGES

NOW INTO OOURT, dheough underigned coursel, e phiat NG
a2 peoom of the Bl age of nojority, demicdled and residing ia the Parish of Webater, State of
Lousiacs, s

Foreigm insoren, anthorized ta do and deing business

In thz Siate of Louisians, who, with roapesl, reprasent the Bllowing:
1
Named defendent bereln is Fard Moter Company, & fordgn corporation, authorizal 1o doaad
dofng businesa {a the Stae of Lowmia, who is indebied wio plinsff, for che Gilowing, o wit:
2,

At afl tiney pq'ﬂnantbumh-u the gwner of 1 ceruia residence, locatal
o[ 1ot Ccecireter reterred o s e SR csiocncsy und

#1997 Ford F150, identiBed by Vohlole 1antfication Mumber IFTDX 1750V X< roinefer

ru&mdtuutlu-hinh’*].

i
On or abow June 4, 2002, wl&m-ﬂm:mwkdmﬂummnmhn
-Ruldmee.aﬁnmundi:d-dﬂd:uuhgmnnﬁulmmmm
4.
The fire eriginated in the engine compartment of tys IWTFn:dFISUnmade-
I = s cansed by o defict in the sueed contral deactivatlon awlich, the elecirical sysiem,
andfor oier defects withls the 1997 Focd F1%0,

ENSE-208-LC-19168




5.

The 1997 Ford PL50 was deslgned, manyfactured, paserahied and sold by defendant, Ford
Motar Company.

6,

Acall times pectinen; heomio, Fard botor Company bad aciuul andfor conmtnutive knowledge
mﬁmliMIMMMIMMMMWMW
ntherobe fail veanltisg in am iodedhnod G

T

Defendant, Ford Moo Compeny, is fiable uovo pleictifts for the following ncis pEnegligence

azxdfor full:

A Menuofectoring, smembling, markeing sadier selfog o product which was
imreapanshly dangeroms in comatoactbon or compasition,

B. Macubroburing smembling, merketing andiar seliing a product which s
tmreasonshly dangemus in deaign;

C. Manufachuring, exsembling markeiimg srd'or 2elling pmdmlwhi&iuwmhlf
danpgerous becauss an adequale warning abaut e product was nol pravided; and

n Failure W adequately warn usses: of thw tisks/dangers of the pooduct subssqueal 1o
acquirlng anch knowledge

LN
aimpesoere S =
vehicle oanad h-md provided covemsge Ew the dunages sstalned thenetn.
9,
Pursuant to e werms of its Insurance poliy ond us « resalr ot v fine, NN

I . . .. o e, R -

THIRTEEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SEYEN & 00/100 {£13,707.00) DOLLARS,

10. :

Atall times pertinest berer-| N iruixced the residence
pu— hy-awi pravided cavemge for tha damages sstined thareto.

i1,

Puczunnt tn the terms of its insucance policy and as e result of the firf N <
_smldepnymmmurunbahll'uﬁumm_ far demaprs
mulainad rs 8 resull of e fire. Partheomon:, & claim far damage to contents i still pending, which
may requice [ o make aaditional payments s or on bt o

ERCY-2e8-LC-1917




N, g ai

12,

Petitiaiers, State Fann Munal Avtemabile Insorance Cnmpany and State Fam Fire and
Cuzuabty Coengany are snbxogaind, Lagally, conventionally, and by the torms of the paliciar, to the
cights of IR st e feoutuce, Fed béobtr Compeny, to the extent of payments made
herein ta, ar &n behalf of, Spirley McCay.

L3,

Aa et of the incldent described above, [ 20fred excess dsmngen,
inchading but pot limiled 1o s winsuradfusderinied propany Yoxs, s loxs of dedoctibles, boot
wages, meital enguish, inconvemience, and loms of e, Incluh:lin_
unizsursdionderinsured property Joes wece imsptoceable pomonal dems sach a3 mamobllie,
photagsola, collesdibles, ete., iocludiop mamerous personel effects that belonged to ber son, who
is bowdeceased, mmmwmmm-uﬁmmmt
enguinh and distress.

4.

Dieapite emicable denand, defondant has mivsed to reimbooe pldutiT for teir loases.

WHEREFORE, plaintiffx pexy that after due proceedlogs are bad havein, tors b judgmeat ,_
= et

_mmmwnmumcumm.hmmuml
damagen praven at trisl, bopetuer with begal interest from date offjuctietal demumad umil prid, and foe
all cous of thew: procoedings, PLaintiffs further pray farall penersl gnd exulosble reliefve which taey
may be entilied.

By Atdorneys:

HANNAH, COLVIN & FIPES, LLF

2031 Stiverside Drive, Sujte 260

Buon Rougs, Lewiainns 708

Telnphooe: (725) T68-6240

Fecrimile: (227) T46-5546

Jﬂ'm;wﬁ'ﬂ'm Foym Mutval didomabiie Inerurance
Co

A Bar 017745}




MeMICIARL, MEDLRN & D'ANNA
304 Texen Somn, Sylte 400
Bhrinpport, Loulsione 71101
Tolepiuena: (11E) Z2E- 1004
Facxvimile: [118) 221-0008

ELEASR SERVE:

FHD MOTOR, COMPARY

shroogh Wa ageal Far setvies of praced
CT Corporwiion STirhrast

550 Dukted Phaze Bivil

Eaton Aoy, Li 0109
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Fire Canse Examination on 2 1997 Ford F150
: Pickup Truck at Co-Farts Anto Salvage

in Shreweport, Louisizna

Prepared for

State, Farm Insaranee Company
Bossier City, Louisisns

Fane 18, 2002

Cliceet Rafrxence No: 18-A139-066

Engineerig File Wo: SFB02-144D

ENGINEERING DESIGN CONSULTANTS

08 AL NARSHALL AVENUR + NUITE 4008 « LOBMEWEN. TELAY Taay
- i) cy-agm
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Project Engineer: Ron McKidley, PE.
Project File No: SFBA2-144D

Address: 7633 Viking Drive
Bossier City, Loufsiana 71111

Attention. Bobby Booras
Clisnt Reference No:  18-A139-068
Date of Loss: June 4, 2002 ~ [2 pan.

Location af Loss: Minden, Lonisiana

e

woax
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gOSSIER 050
Fire Cause Examifistié oa a 1997 Ford F150

Ficlp Truck at Co-Parts Auto Salvage
inShrﬂhpat!I..nm'ﬁm

Asgigpent:

On Iime 2, 2002, ] tecefved an assigmment from Fire Investigator, Bo
Roborts, Mr. Roberts requested an cxamination on a 1957 Fard F150 Truck
that was damaged by s fire on June 4* while parked. Ascording to the owner,

I i1 trucic was packed aboot § pm, and the firs was discovered

araund 12 p.m The £re oocurred in the engins compartment and bumed a hole

. m the hood before being extinguished.

1 was asked to examinoe the trick to determine how the fice began. The

truck is being held at Co-Parts Auto Salvage in Shreveport, Lowisiana, [ agreed

to meet Mr. Roberts at Co-Parts on ths moming of Tune 12* to begin my

examination. The work was suthorized by Bobby Booras with State Farm

Oncyite Exanination:

The truck that was extamined caa be scen in photographa 1 through 4. It iz

EADS-282-L0-1922
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AECENED
o % Jut @ 120
SFB02-144D s , gossiER £ 2

R LR

a 1997 Ford F130 Pieknp Truck with the Vehicle Identification Number
tFTDX1 760 VI 1 began by walking arcund the tmck while viewing
tha external surfaces. The bumn patterns clearty indicate an engine compartment

fire. The hood is made of aluminom and has a2 hole melted throngh on the

driver side (see photogreph 6). 1 cpened the driver side door end found cnly

minor fire damage on the driver side foor next to the fir=wall This coan be ssen
in photograph 8.

I apened the hood and begen viewing the angine compartment. It can be
seen in pholographs 9 through 12, As shown in the photographs, the fire
damagnispﬁnmﬂyunﬂudﬁmaid:nfﬂmnmnpam Mr. Raberts painted
out bum pattems that indicate 8 fire that ariginated at the location of the brake
madter cylinder. I vigwed the damage up-tlose and found the beake fuid

-~Teservoir completely burned away by the fore. This can be seen. in photographs
13 through 18. The fire was sxtinguisiied baflxes it spread to the rest of the

engine compartmnent Jeaving & discemible V-pattern. I located the fiel hoses
apd found thewn sifll intact. They are indicated with arrows in photograph 15.

EARS-034- L Cc-1823
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I traced the electrical wires that comected to the brake pressure switch and
found them beittle from the Sire and broken in half, Mr, Roberts said the
rernaing of the switch were still attached when be first viewed the truck but the
switch housing was loose from the magter cylinder, He removed the switch so
it would not be [ost whils the track wag being towed £y Co-Parts. The remains
of the pwitch received fram Mr. Roberts can be seen in photograph 19. As
shown in the piciure, the switch housing is heavily charred. The switch was
originaily installed on the master cylinder at the Iocation indicated with an
atrow i photograph 17. This places it next to the brake finid reservoir.
~ The National Highway Truffic Saety Administration issued Recall
Number 99V124 for potestial dafects in the brake pressure switch (cruise

_~~“gemtrol deactivation switch) for Fard vehicles budlt in the yesrs 1992 and 1993.

However, ths m:hmpaminuﬂmFurdwhiulublﬂ]Iinyms 1992
thirough 2000 have been observed. The defective switches have cauged engine

compartment fires.

EARS-PRS-LC-1924
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‘-r mmmmmammmmm The switch bas
been. problempatic in cansing fires in seversl model vehicles resiting i a recall.
The fire was discovered befixe it spread tiroughaut the engine compartment
Mmd&naﬁdm&ﬁﬂsbnmtbcndmpﬁmufm&:hhaﬂm
. . igaited. This melted the brake Buid reservoir allowing the fize to spread. The
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ke Sibssgation Teun
Monroe, LA 11-1956C
April 22, 2004 1-800-448-4587

) Fax 1-900-726—4093
Ford Motor Company

Hanagar Product Clalms Dept.

Nx. Howard E Faya

Parklans Towar Wast

3 rarkiana 8lvd, Soita 100

Dearborn, WL #4126

RECEIVED HAf - ;zm

RE: Clain Number: IS 208 O~
Iate of Losaa: DNecsmbar 2B, 2003 4:¢f
e et

Dapr Hr. Fays:

Thia State Farm ilnsuresd's wahliole, 1997 Ford F150 VIN

1FTDXD wes involved in a loms d@%&
lati Wa eatilad a claim with our ine

amount of $10,750.13, whioch includas our insured s deductibla.

our investigation revealed the caume of the loss was dua ta tha
followings orufee activation defect .

Enclomed is the documentation of State Farm s claim. We ars
holding tha vehicle until wa have concludad our claim with your
compRny- You may contact me at the phone number balow Lo make
arrangsments to inepsct tha vahiclsa.

Ploasme conslder this letter as our demapd to Ford Motor Couwpany
for ralsburaament aof $19,750.13.

I A\
HOME OFFICES: BLOCHINGTON , ILL%;-E_-;‘IZ].H ‘—/
’ ~ S C{)Q

FAPS—ORS-LC-1929
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Page 2
April 22, 2004

In order ta asgidt Youn in evalunating and procasging the
subragation claim wa are asserting, we may provida nonpublic
peraonal ipformation ebont aur customer. Wa are aharing this
Infoermnaticon to affect, adoinistar, or enforce a Lraneaction
anthorized by the copsumer. Howsver, you are neithsr anthorizsd
hor parwitted tos (1) uee the customsr information wa provide for
any purpoee othar than to evaluate apd proceas tha aubrogation
claim, or (2] diaclcaee or shara the cuatomer information wa
provide for any purposa other than to evaluata and process the
gebrogation olaim.

Bincerely,

Claim Handier
800-448-4537 Team 249

. . Ftata Farm Mutual Antomobile Insurancs Company

Enclosure:

e astimate, vehicle lnepection, valuation, co-part salvaga,

" paymant loq, crash report, engineeing report, colored
photas




CIVIL SUTT NUMBER _

venaus <IEH ¥ memfr :E
EORD MOTOR COMPANY STATE 0B LOUSLANA. H)

PETITION FOR PAMAGES L.

COMPAIY, & Sxvign Inscrncs corporation haized i de uad doing busmow in the
Juaka of Loatsiam, with rospact ropraronts:
1.
My dofbadint heveln b Ferd Motor Cumpamry, 1 forsign somomiion, who
feay be secved threugh ity xgard fr parvicn af pmoes, CT Comonttion Syatema, 4550
Unitad Plaza RiWL, Batoa Sougs, Loaislum, '

® :

Diofudict i# justly and troly indebtad e patitionar for auch wwms 2 arw
renscmisle in the prenives, tgetiec with jegel imtarest from dee of jadicial demund untl
puisl, sudl Bar alf ooets of these procasdings.

) .

On or shewt Dacerstior 29, 2003, I v coaatng & 1557 Ford
F-130 picip thai wme Toamfactired by defndat, Ford Maior Company.  Timodhy
Thorpeon mismcd home md parked the 1967 Fagg £-130 nsar his bome when fre
vohicl caugl fire, clating 4 total lues oo the vahicln, in Mordhowse Parids, Loulstens.

. A .

s n cirosk resul of the sbove deacribed G, th R icks was rowderod,
a tal Towa, .

5.

Ianlthﬁumuﬂmﬁuriﬂhqmml-
mm:ni?hid'ﬁajmdhmmwhh.m

. *ﬁﬁﬁfﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂt _JL_




i _ i
1 ' Ford Wotor Compiny i lishia e potitioners fx sll dewmars soe il hangin 7y
i the velricle wit wireammably Sangerom in construckion sod compesition bocanss design
defodts cuumed hanl frrm sbactrical short-circaik arcing © accer.
) T
Tiw shove doeibad deforcin are alao redhibicery snd are the ramdt of defacks ha
bavo rendarod e vehicls ueclets, ar its e & Ingonvoniont, o il st e pesumesd
tt [ ot ot rvo prucchased the ahicte i tho kad kncwa of the
dfiet gt o ime £ tho sale Thoceok
. .
_mmmarm_mmnhmam
by af the sobjost vehisls, 207 should b s botn prosued ta Sacovor such defocta an
i evatonhly prudaot hoyer.
. . ' 9.
Az for noulechpwr, Ford Molor Compery hax pomal imowiadge of e
redbibitory dafacts and 4 oot mtitad 0 notioa wred apporiunity to mpic sld dofixis,
‘Wi, o Ghia caae {5 incpossibie due the saturo of ee loss sestumed.
' 0.
in vinlation of te wemwaty againt ediibilory dafeets, Ford Motor Company
canaed the donage or infurios camplained of harels, both legally amd in fhat,
) _ .
At &l timey pretinent hetess, thare was in foll Eroe and affocc & policy af
inmacr, imawd by S Fom Mutod Auoootite Inecewe Compeny i faver of
I 55 =oveos b e doaagen s i i L
weiticle nd, 48 & townkt of uch contraciuzl commitmant, St Fam Mutual Azamobils
Tanrmes Congany paid tof -z v =t t campbmsive
provisions of mid iwormea palicy, sid unattot baieg %e vaha of thel N
vahicls, State Farm Mol Ackmoobils Tawsecs Coomaoy i thersfore gy,
contrerully snd copventiormity subrapaied ko o rights of ks insured.




Betitloner esek an wward [ust ie] adefesty under the promiss hereto; howerer,
the amant sight {5 below the jerisdiotnal imita reqoired for i Liad by jury.

WHEREFOBRE, STATE FAHM B{UTUAL AUTDMOBILE INSURANCE
CIMFANY FRAYS:

1 That this patition be filod and fel e defomlun be aerved with 2 ctpy of sme
ard it i appanr wd s gaid potition within the deluys allowed by laer;

4| Thal Aftsr teial ha hisl, et be judapint maplered heein o Greor of plaintly,
STATE FARM MUTUAL AUTOMOBILE DNSURAMNCE COMPANY, and ’
npainet defoudent, FORD MOTOR COMPANY, for il smms dus 1 s prembsen,
toggether writh Teg] interesd on wil sorw from. dae of judicid desaend. uotil paid.
and fox all ooty of thewa procaadings: and

3} For all orday sénetairy end proper in the premizes, s e S geaesal, and
aquitably mlief,

Alexmidris Towsme 710
(A1 5} A 25611

(315} 4424719 - fx
LiSop.Ct Ba Roll 21827

Adomay for Stete Fam Mutual Amioenebila [nneranos Company

Fotd Mutoe Cosgiaiy
CT Comporation Systems
3550 Uaked Ploza Bbwd.
Heton Rooge, Livszims

ER=-205-LC-1833
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. LRE AND DAMAGE CONSULTANTS

Dallas, Texas
April 9, 2004

State Famn Inmurance Co,
PO Box 52808

Shroveport, LA 71135-2808
Ablention: Howard Hines

I - s

- Fime

]

B " Louisi
“Date of Fite: Decomsher 28, 2003
State Farm File No: 18-0956-142
Haag File Mo 1040197-118/119

As you requasted, we bave inspectsd the captioned vehicle to datermine the ovigin and canss of 2
j  fee. OQur inspection waa canductad on March 12, 2004, following the original ocigin and case
. I inspoction by M. Bo Robects of Bo Roberts & Associates, Shreveport, Louisians. Thia initial
report covers watk complated to date.

This saginearing report hes been written for your sole wze and puposs and only you have the
suthority o distribute it ta eny ather pamon, firm, or comorstion. Hasg Engineering Co. and ito
Bgents and employess da not have and do disclaim sny contractusl relstionship with, or duty or
abligation o, any party other than the addressse of this report and the principals for whom the
addresnes in acting, Only ths enginsers who signed this docurnent bave the authority to change
ita contents and Hhea osly in writing to you. Thia report addresses the results of work completed
to date, Shnuﬂadﬁhmﬂmﬁtmﬂnbmavuhhle,w:mthnngbthmmﬂ.ns
4 warrsatad, any of our consluzions, .

DESCRIPTION
The involved

a 1997 Ford FI50° XLT, Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)
IFTD The vehicle wis a black, mtomatic ransmisaicn 3-door extendad cab
picla trick equipped with cruise control, power steering, and powsr bakea, At the time of he
fire, the vehicls had 95,399 milcs on the odometer. 'I‘hemhnlemmnmxfacbmdmﬁephmb:r
lﬂﬁmquqmppedmﬂu4lllhr\f-smgm.

, FOSTOFFICE BAXA14M5 -  DALLAS, TEXAS 75301-4246 W HAAGENGINEERING COM
. 1. 2455MelVERLAME - CARROLLTON,TEXAS . THOOE - - A72-247-8444 - FAXGT2434-1829




Sigte Famn Insurance Fage2

- . 7o 150 April 9, 2004
Hastrop, LA

Haag File: (040157129118

BACKGROUND
Wo oblained background ‘infommation fiom Mr. Bo Robests of Bo Roborts & Associntes. ;

mmmwm.m%wﬁﬁk_mwgmmw

bad tnemed it The owmner oo n trip and noted that the cruise canfral ;
coased operatiig while be was diviag. He took the vehicle hidmie and parked it in his garape, -
About a0 hour and 4 balf after ho packed it, e noted that the track waa on fire end the firc way

_ coucsntrated trrthereligine compantment o the driver's 53d6 toward the firewnll. He was able tn

T extinguish the fire while it was still contained to the wagine compartment.

INSPECTION

i At thetime of our inspection, the vehicle was located at CoPart Auto Anctions, 5235 Gresnweod
4  Rosd, Shroveport, Louisisns The apparent cxient of buming wey confined to the engine
]  compariment, pimerily on the driver's side, toward the firswall. The wehicle appeared to be
undisturbed in the bumed arca. The brake maater cylinder had been heavily hurned but there
was some plastic lefk melied on the brake fluid container closest to the firewall The switch and
asaociated wiring on the end of the master cylinder was bumed, but mestly intact.

B | T N

TR T P

The fuas ornpariment was burned and covered with meltad aluminum from the hood but was

ially intact. The cruise control medule farward of the fure Box was alse bumed mostly on
top of the brake master cylinder and wiring from the fuse boxt and cruise control was bumed free
on insulation but we found no arcing of any wires, A solenoid about an inch long and /4 inch in
diameter waa hanging by twa wires from the wiring barneas. The copper on the solenoid was
slightly sooted tut an o-ring on one side of the scleasid waa unbomed and plishle. The solenaid
down from the wiring hamess had conmets on the ead of them, The contacts were huped and
what appeared to be an elkctronic component {possibily & reaistod) was siill attached 1o ons of
tham. :

Wires in the arca of fi fite were all intact except ofie of the wires on tha switch at the end of the
broke mnster cylindar, which. had broken. 'I‘huuppumcud_nt'ﬂumm intact and had 3
piece of melted abyminum om it

g mmﬁhammmwmmhdmhﬂuhitﬂmﬂnﬁnhdhmwm

plastic exposing the ifterios portions. The paper air filta’ inside was intact. Othor rubber aud
pluhccumpomﬁshﬁwndhhpnfﬂmmmmﬂhdmﬂhmmdhﬂmm all
wﬂ&mmuheﬂlywmﬂlﬂmmnnfm&mhadbm
ummadmﬂmmulmuenufﬂnhrﬂ:emﬁtcﬁiﬂu .

AT TAOFTPE R I,

EPAVANG

_ 3
. : - INGINEERING CO.

ERRS-005-1 C-19238
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Ford Fi50 April 9, 2004
Bestrop, LA Hang Fila: 1040197-129/118

We photopraphed the arsa of the fire onigin thoroughly and removed some of the melted baod
that had fallen into the engine compastment to axpoke wires and coanponents, We noted the
wires cotnifig through the firewnll wete intact #nd coverad with inselation and wires toward the
front of the engine were also intmct aad covered with insulation. The primary buming was

around the master cylinder, mdonmpufﬂmmgmewhﬂmamndnrghmngwmm
cocurred noar ruphared fuel lines.

The retasider of the vehicle was intact. 'We inapzcted ihe braki switch on the hrake pedal in the
cab. The switch waa located on the brake pedsl sttached to the rod that connects the byake pedal
to the master cylinder, The switch opened when the brake wea released and closed consistontly
whon the brake padal was touched.  Approximately 1/ inch of brake pedal movement operated
the switeh. This comeaponded to approximaicly 132 of an inch of movement st the switch itself,
We weee unable to cause the switch to abick or Gnd any malfunction of the switch ar wwort-
circuiting of wiring around the switch,

Th order to présecve evidence, wo stabilized fragile componenis in the engine and left thera in
place.

‘DISCURSION

There have hesn many fires sssocinted with tve eruise control in 1997 Ford products that have a
failore of the beake syatem repanted hy ownery in the days preceding the firs, Uszally, thoss
mports indicats that a beake light oc heake light fuse had to be changed. This five appears to have
llowed dyia same pattem e many fires that have occurred in Ford Lincoln Town Cam and other
muxiels. In ali of thoes fires, the cruise comtrol brake shatoff switch or related components have
bt suspected as tha cagse of the fire.

Moat of the fires involving the cruise control on Ford vehiclea result in fires that consuma so
much of the vehicls engine, mastee cylinder, cruise conirol, and other affected companents, that &
determination of the exeot osuse of the fire is not possihle, However, on this vehicls, with the
sxpeplion of axterior plastic burning, the etire couise control modnle, brake master cylindee,
cruige control hrako switch, and other similar compoasnts are intact. Additionally, componenin
that are burned are still held in place by wining, which is fragile, but still intact. Therefors, ws
recommended thet dye inspaction be halted until Foed could be notified and Ford engineers could
be imvolved in further inspection should Ford dacide to do so. We were instructsd to suspend
this inapection based on that recopmmeadation, Thumpmunnhuthmﬁmbemmnp«ﬂad

. pmgmﬁumunufuﬁumu
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: | Page4
- ol . - 5. hpel 3, 3504
. Bastrop, LA Hang Filé- 1040157-129/118
PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS

{ Based on the background information we received and our fnspection, we conchude the
| bollowing:

1. The origin of the fire is near the firewsll on the driver's side in the enging compartment of
: the pickup tnxk.

2, The camse of the fire appeams to be rlabed ta a feilare of the quise contral and may be
related to & burned out brake fuse indicating a malfunction of the bmke indication syatem

_unﬂmwhi:hprintmﬂnﬁm'
ADDITIONAL WORK FROPOSED
Our inspection waa muspended pending notification of other partics. -Once thwe additional partics
am présecd, the inspection can be completed aod final conchisions reached. Note that this
] additional inspection will be destructive and Eragile evidence must be remoyed apd stored,
. - Reapectfully mibmitted,
: HAAG ENGINEERING CO.
Mark T. Babb, B.E.
Louimiana iatrytion 30655

Texes Liconss 38512

ENQINEERIND 0.

EReS-BEs-Le-1827




Photos taken March 12, 2004
Haag File No: 1040197-118/129

PHOTOGRAPH {2 Front pagsenger's side of the vebicle,

PHOTOGRAPH 2: Froat driver's slde of the vehicle.




State Farm and Casuslty Company
Hmu Fire Photos 1aken March [2, 2004
agtrop, Louisiana Haag File No: 1040197-118/£29

PHOTOGRAPH 4: Rear paasenger’s side of the vehicle.




. Sale Farm and Casuaity Company
= | | 50 Fice Photats taken March 12, 2004
Bastrop, Lovisiana Hasg Fils No: 1040197-118/125

PROTOGRARFH 5: The vehicke identification sticke:.

L e ———— etk

PROTOGRAPH 6! ﬁvhwofﬁnmgimmmpnﬂnmt&nmthahppﬁormmimpﬂcﬁm




i State Farm and Casualty Company
A ¥ 150 Fire Photos taken March 12, 2004
i Bagtrap, Louisiana Haag File No: 1040£97-118/429
r I S i
{
: N .. C . 1 3 l.. :.:
: PHOTOGEAPH T A cioser view of the engive compartment from the top.
]
E
E
193 St - -
PHOTOGRAPH B: A view of the apparent origin aren.
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asuslty Company
150 Fire Photox taker: March 11, 2004

Basirop, Louiziana Haag File No: 1040197-118/12%

PRI
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PHOTOGRAPH 10:  Varions components were hanging o very fmgile wires. We
phoicgraphed tham befire touching them, as the wires were very fragile.




State Farm and Casualty Company '
I 150 Fite Pholos taken Marck 12, 2004
{ i

Haag File No: 1040197-118/129
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.Stats Bari apd Canzaley Cotupany
I (5 Fir- Photos iaken March [2, 2004 -

Bastrop, Louisians Haag Fils No: 1040197-118/129

irh L Sy 2y

-

Rayarge sido of the contacts,

. i FHOTOGRAPH 14:

L
ERDS-205-L.C-1944




dTaN faam

. State- Farm Insurance Companies

INTURLANCL

UNSUMER AE_ 5;;:“52233103 Center
SECTI veport, LA 71135
January 26, 2004

4 HB-3 A840-
Ford Meobtor Company )
Customar Relaticn Bervicen
PO Box &£248 .
Dearhorn, MI 48121

FE: Claim Humber;
Date of LoEg: December I8, 2003
Cur Inaured;
Your Inaured:
Your File }:
Amt. Colil: Spending
Amt. Madical 5
Amt:, Rantal: 8
Deductible £250.40
Total Bub: Spending

Pear To Whom 1t may condoern:

HO M)
" DR

¥We have been Ilnformed that you are the lnsurance carrier for the
party desiqnatad ss your insured in the capticn of thia letker,
our inveatigation of this accident establishes that your insured
wae redponaible for thie agoident.

Enclosed are supporting papers to document ocur loaa.

Please accepk this letter ag notice of our suhrogation rights and
communicate with us regarding your position in thia mattar.

E;jéely,

T

Howard Hines

Claim Repracentative
{8c0) 325-6280

State Farm Mutuxl Autonobile Insurance Company

P.3. To sxpedite servlce, pleass use che above claim n in
all written and oral corrsspandence. 3 1y
N 80
e ¥ 74

\"'I.f
4

-

HOME GFACES: BLOCMINGTON, JLLINGIS 917 10-00a1

ERQS-2085-1 0 1945
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Natinoal Diocunent Centes

FARMERS B Dy Box 20899
NSUMER AFE City, OK 73126-8992

SCE 217 1180

Fax: 877-217-1309

04/29/9004 4 WY -5 ARO0

Ford Motor Corporarion
P O Box 5248

MD-INE-B
Deerbama, ML 44126

Iz OwmInowed:
Our Casn 4+ 09 s
Diate of Loss: 4/ 00/ 3004
Your Insureck Fard Motz
Towal Ao Owek: 39,165,186

We hove made payment to our msured for dxnagee to thair webicle rssulbting from 4 fies, Qur
mvestigation hag esrablishad tha the fire started armund the maspr cplindsr. Byvicne of our
subrogtion

tights thi leter & to advise you that we expect payment nom you for the amount
of damagrs within 14 days of the receipt of this lewer.

Be advieed thar ne partial payment, which & ks chan the fall amount elained hegein, wil be

considered in any way an ecceptance of benefis, 2 novation or an accord and s of ™
this claim withesat the sxpemcr written nelees of oor chim stscutad byan individiea! g ﬁE
idenxifics himself/herself 25 4 member of our subrogarion Thersore, oufSgil 2=
nigite 1¢ enforce collection on the remaining amount of the shai nox be waived 7 5 ]
::oppadqhtmapunﬂlpambnnuwmmn;mmhdﬂf. ’,'.,:ﬁ::- L as,
If you need addianal suppoet for our claim or tedquin further informarion, plaste ?né} u %E
EIZ-IJH-FHIIhjumFﬂEnuﬂHmdmﬂmmqmddmma-hmm&n "';; e
- a ~

Fartuery TF“ Courty Mutual Insursmee Comparr

Buwen S, "l\
ATTALFMENTS) ' %

z

\\

.l-;ﬂ
v

4




Apr 27 04 12:16p 2Dl 2401850

wrpll o Eubject: Conchuyion ey FAL 3231, chir #1004 B30 453-1-1, Inaumd

"latiray alsrwmen* To: aron ke furmersirmmp s, com
« ey _sbwainelBthet e
@ Wartimax

D1 472004 06:25 PM

0 rns =

Hi. Aron <Exmimomespoess prafix
"umzschemas-microsoft-com:ofice:ofice” 1>

Here |5 the condusken for the above referenced ciolm N .
insurad Rameon Mextinez, FAl Fle No. 3231.

The hard copy of the report wil foliow in a few weeks, but if it is needed soconer;
please do rat hasttate ta conloct me.

In eanclugon, basad on our observations and the findings as noted in this report,
it is owr opirion that ths 1997 Ford F-130 vehicle engine comparimeant fire was
lowest, and most intensa,, sumounding the tap front portion of the brake nmsiar
cylreder, in the left rear comer of the engine compartment.

Ali bumn pattems ralating to consumption, of pariial consumption, of combustible
matafiak point foward this brake master cylinder oraa, consisient with a fire
flowing n all drecllors away from Ihe kR rear comer of the engine
compatment, arsd away from the broke master cyllnder oreq. There was no ’
significant bum balow the beake magter cylinder, and ol hosss sumounding the |
brake master cylinder were only yeveraly bumed on the side poinfing toward
the brake mosfer cviinder. This was observed on tha power stesring pum::-
reservolr, hases, and ok fier assambly as well.

The fire disfinctively lessened in imbernsity kom this very localized area of intense
bEurn. sumourkding the frant top portion af the broke master cylinder prdor fo being
oxfinguished, and prior fo scolkoping out a seclion of the left side boftom fwelve
inches {12") of the font windshlekl. This ke did not even signiicantly Intensify
within the open-gir environment in the front of the engine compariment, This fins
is described as refafively shord-ived.

The facks that this vehicle was nat fuly womed up, piior to the onset of the
vehicle fre, and that the vehicle was aff. and not occupied, and the camer of
tha vehicle and ddver of the vehicle diki not smell anything unusual, refating to
the omnset of this fire, and ls sendlive to edon refaling to this vehicle, all evidance
Is puraly censistent with lh:s vahdu lfna mmg been tha result of ignifian of falled
CHTY g el suatch, on the o oo

ke m::ster cﬂlndar Dua o the mulitude of engne
comparment fires sumounding *hess brake master cyinder electnonkcs, all
evidence agoin k purely congitient-with s having been a failed component,

m"m-l.c-um




: Rpr 27 04 12:16p 2812401850 p.3

genarafing sufficient heat to Ignite wirounding combustixes, We recommend
i that Ford Moty Corparglion be put on notice relating fo the ontet of this fire,
: and be held flly accountable for this fire loss.

PMease et me know if pou kave any questlons or bammission peoblems.
Regandy,

Jeffrey Abranm
FORENSIC ANALYSTS, INC.
2X1-558-9%590, FAL 251-531-9020

porep e
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State Farm Insurance Companies

Giata Farm nsurance Subiragemmn
FLr Box 22096 [Careapuendincel

Tulaa, OK 74121-37085
Hovembaer &, 2003 AQ Buox D37 {Puyroents]

Columbla, MO 863056071
Hoarn: Mon-Fri 7-00 Al - 5:30 Pm

Ford Motor Oo.
#3 Parklans Blvd, 3te afno
Dearborn, MI 48128

- Date of Loas: po3
we e |
Dear Claims Department:

Jur State Farm insured, had a 1997 Pord Pickup
which waeg involved in a fire under the hood claim. We sectled
the claim with cur insured in the amount of %1,104.57, which
includas our itaured’a dedugtibla. -

our investigation revealsd the causs of logs was due to a fire

. i wﬂ the brake, master cylinder area under the hood.

Encloaed ia the documentation of State Farm'a claim. Please
ccngider this lectter az our demand to che Ford Motor Conpany Eor
reimburaement of $1,104.57.

Sincerely,

-

Eevin Btahle ext 5539

Claim Proceasor

(AR} &50-1917

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
KE

EBF

. HOME OFAICES: BLOOMINGTOMN, ILLINDIS 517 10-000




@ - State Farm Mutual Automobile insurance Company

IHIIIAII:E
12222 aks Famn Biwd
P.0O. Boxt ZNI95

February 08, 2004 m;‘;us

Ford Matar Company

Paridans Towars Weat, Suite 304

Thmee Parkiand Bhd.

Daarbom, Ml 48128
Adter; Shawn L. Norton

C i sy
RE Our lnsunad:
- Chalm#:

DOoL: 10-3-03

1
o
"l

L2

Daar . Marton:
In referance fo your lether dated Movember 17, 2003, atached are the anawers you requester:

1. Date of Joss waa 10-3-03 and occurred In Moare, OK
2 Bea nsured statement aitached

2. I have attached our docxrmentation

4, The vehiclke has almady been repaimed

. HOME DFFIGE: BLOOMINGTON. ILLINDFS G6171G-DOEY




To: =T Froa:Btaks Fara Fom-Tiwls Fars dwarall  E-TRN-19-200-L3-4 Doc-A51 Fago-D0X

REGORDED STATEMENT

(Taps hegins) Ciikay (inaudible).

‘rnu'l- iz that oamect?
That's aaract,

Chkay my name #= Rosafind Willlama I'm spsaling via bslsphone , whiat's your

iz that cormact? Qlay thia 3 regarding an heldent invelving a fire In your vehic e is hed
corracd?
Thal's coract

Okay. Whan did this accident happan?
Uh oh ran...

| have the daie Rsied a9 Odolr Srd, 2003 is that comect?
Thal's correct

Olay apd | haye the lime of losa at appradmately 8:00 P.M.?
4m hum.

Okay, was anybody In the vehicle when this happenad?

Me.

Ckay. What ia the addrass of ha localion whora this happenasd?
It was oh ch [ ~uth Pern Lane, Moare, Cidahama.

Oleay and youl sald that thet i your deughiors reskdance?
Yaa.

is your daugiter’s name?

Ty apee] bor [ast nama.
Ch by ill's a ghed quesdsion 1ot ma...

Okay...
Let me...

O 0 P PP BO B0 PO B0 PO PO PO > O PO * O PP

Wal in io meanima we can Knda gok bask bo whbe you're loaking at it What - in

yolr opinion what happanad with this firs?
' Statament
Clalm:
ge

EARSDE5-LL-18M6




Ta:uairs From:Stade Fam Fx:itrte Fara LIOFCAlL  at: MA-1T-T004-LE 48 Doc: 602 Page: W

>

Well In my opdaion wa ah ke 1 3aid wa waz in the protess of movin® we bought a holsa
in tha Sty and wo hadnt closed on it 50 wo kist knda took it ovar to the other gamage
and took it ever thare and parkad it.

Y- you dreve 1?7
I drove itto the housa

Oktay, and just parked ...

Um hum.

in the driveway?
Lim hum,

Nothing aueplklous or anything...
Mo,

Going on wih the vahida...

Ma.

At that Gme. Olkay was this tho smma day that tho accidont happaned 7
12 =ure wag.

Tha ncident happoned?
Yasma'am.

50 shout what time do wou think that day dif yoo drive i ovey hes'?
1€ wall It, ¢ dreva & aver that momn® Bout 10200 K was stitn’ all day.

And ne ona else had diven ...
Ma.

Botwoon that Sma?
Ma no ofe aved dilvea that vehikcla.

Mo one aver drives it?
Mo,

Far whet reason would Sy not driva k7
Well wa harvs savaral vahicles,

Zo thare's nothing wrong with e vehicle as to the roason why you wouldn't oive &
covract?
That's comect

Qkay, iU's ot that you hove ather vehicles.
LUm hum.

_And this one tha- fhad's the laast ikely be pet driven?
Right. _
I that cormaet, what's the maka year and modef of that vehicla?

Shisment OF:
Claim
a2

O PP PP P P PP PP PO PP PP D PO PO PO PO PO PO




*»p >0 FO >

o

> D PO P PP PP PO PP PP PP PP 2P 2P

Frantats Fus Pz ote Parm dmorcul st 120~ Soc:bUZ Py OO0

sz a'sT F1540.

So X'a a Ford beuck?
Um b,

is fhat comract, akay. Hawe you had anmy mpairs dane to that vehicls pror to this fre?
1 balora?

Lim hum.
Y3 i was in e ah | had sh, we had 2 bbmade n Moors and it hed soma hail hail
camage and body werk dana on it

Sq thee= thera was no mechanical...
Ma.

Repak dona?

Ha.

Cheay. So only just to the hoady oF tha veliche?
Lkm um.

Ohay. S0 the vehicle was not running and the keys wane not in the igntiion...
Caomect,

Al the tine (naudshbe).
Lot

kay, whon you purchasad the vahicls you pischiased & new or from 3omeons alia?
L 1 purchasad i from my credit unken.

CHcay sa...
L think it wax a ropossass.

Chey do you keow about Tow many miles wers an the vehicls whan you purchased i7
Um yea X was 50 bout 54,

Thouzard miks?
‘Bout 54, um hum.

Da you knesw I any rapadr, and if any rapalr or work shat had basn done prior to that?
Mo there had baan done we theckad the histary on It

You chacked tha history and thal was what they gave you?
U hun,

Okay. o your epinicn could you spaculate in any way 23 B how This could'va poasibly
happened ?

Well um not resdly | maan | jusihad i, | | sent in for 8 s-rcutine INspection ‘bowt wo
weks before that.

Whars was that dona?

Shatomant
Cialm:



To-x3174 From:Stata Barm Fan: Gtals Farn dwrar  xbe-lY200=1X 8 Dec:503 Fage-008

1t was done down gt ah dowtown Ford.

I3 that in Moars, Cidahoma? -
Mo that's Oklahama Chy.

in Oidahoma City, Oklahama?
Yeah it's Bob Howard now.

Bob Hewand, olaxy. And they just gave it a clean bill of health =0 8.
Lim hum.

Speak and..
Well fhay just put thesa new tires on 1 "ceusa | had a recal on my tires.

Llm hum.
L that's basicaly it.

L hun,
That's ali It neaded basl-, It only has 52,000 miles nobody aver drives & 20 you know.

Did you ged the oil changed on If or anything ke that?
Uh yas L had wal, | | me | change the o myself and it it, s | say nebody ever diives it
2 uh | esually changs the of probably | I'd say every ofier month.

*»0 *0 >3 DO D PP PO P

Okay. Haw many do you know about hiow matty miles # had on i, on i whian the
accidont hepponad?
Ui hum what ®'s gat on Ithow 82076 | think.

Okay. Whaen did the when did you punchace vt vehicle?
! purchased thal vahicle five yaars aga.

Um 5o that weuld ba 1884 is that comact?
Lim kum.

In 1989 claty. s thors amydhlng dlso that yvou can think of thal we nedd (o tafk about with
regard o the vehicle other than the things that wa'va diuased?

M- no ma's uh |ike | 3ay ah | had 5 couple of days bafore [ had, ke | said | took i to
the shep and snd ah thoy looked overit and couldn't End anything wrong with it.

Nofhi- it just everythlbg jirst routine check...
Youh.

Everything s olay?
Um hum,

» B PR PO P P

Now 36 can | ba cartain thatit was your daughtey that flcoverad the vahicls was on
fra?
Mo actrally k was my son kn law.

Yalr son in law did fre sy ha heard anything?
Mo K was ik was on fire.

>0 7 £ PP PP

Stamment
Claim
X!

ERRY-205-| C-1988
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From: Binls Fars Ean; Gexls Fara Al alb - M-I 13- 4 D303 Fage-Dor
50 he lust came oubslda. .
Yazh wall no ha ah ha (naudiba) ha was drivin® up in the yard with his trailar.
Um hum.
And kwas on fira. So F he hadn't of come K'd & bumed up it was ful (naudibia) so.
twas Rl of smoka?
Yesah it..

Chay.
Yeah &t was ful of smoke and alzo Ml of fual.

Ckay. 5o he Just dreva up and It 'was on Era?
Yap.

Cleay now it was on firs from coming from under tha haod?
tim hum,

ey
tUm hum.

Oad K ictaly consuna the vehide?
U wall L | as fax as | dnow | had just had back sungary =o | | could sow it ddn'y it hat
bumed undaer the hood and what ha did was ook a water hose and just Kieda washod

Litwier It tantze he, | Always leave tha kKey in the hotiae 50 he opened...

Um hum.
He oponed tha fioad and kdnda put it oul with water.

Ckay 50 did the polica de- or Are duparimant come ot aomo point...
MNo...

In ima?

Mo ner | callad, 2 matter of fact ah he called ma and my wifle and aa got In, gat n our
othvar car and wank oyer thers and we was, ws was stayin' thers at the tims 30 wh wa got
thars and | called ywou guys.

md&mudpumdﬂmnumlﬂhﬁup,lmmph A 60 | called & tow dnidc and
had i sent down to Bab Howard,

. Olcay you do understand thet this is, we did & reconbed statement for this
I that camact?
Lim hurm.

Thiz |-, ans wa're dolng that with your consant |s that comect?
That's cofmect.

Oy tha thme & now 100200 AL, today's date Ls Friday, January the 2nd, 2004 'm going

totum off tha recorder now ckay'?
Stetemeont O
ol
Paga5

Alrfighly.
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