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UEST

On November 20, 2000, this office received a request from Ma, Judy Riley with State Farm
Insurance Companies to investigate a fire that had occurred on November 16, 2000 involving
a 1998 Fond conversion motor hame owned by JJ This office was requested 1o
investigate the fire to determine itx canse and oripin, and the investigation was conducted
by this writer on Novenber 22, 2000 at Sebring Ford where the vehicle was being held.

VEHICTE DD

The vehicle is described as & 1998 Ford F25( conversion motor hame, which had been
mnwtedby American Cruiser, Incorporated in Napanee, Indiana. The vehicle bears vehicle

identification :mmbe: IFDN@IEV_VH}—:I current Florida tag of - The

udmﬂ:rma&ngatthahmﬂﬂfﬂmﬂmwas3 070. The vehicle showed no evidence of

damagg prior to the fire. 1 ?‘
YEHICLE EXAMINATION

Exterior examination revealed heavy fire damage at the froni of the vehicle. The hood, fromt
prill, windshield snd the front nose of the conversion top, which had been added, were
heavily damaged as a resnlt of the fire, The windshield was consumed as a result of the fire.
The exterior finish on the left and right front fender was consumed. Considerable damage
wag evident on windows as a result of having been fractured by the fire department. The
remaining windows were heavily eiched with smoke. The vehicle was equipped with
American Racing alloy custom wheels and tires.
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The passenger compartment revealed considerable damage as & result of smoke and heat.
The burn patterns and damage within the vehicle revealed that the fire emanated from the
engine compactment, passed through the opening in the firewall for the heater cors, traveled
into the right side of the dach and traveled across to the center of the dash. The plastic dash
covering on the left side and on the top center was damaged as a result of the fire. The fire
department used an axs to gain access to the imtericr of the dash to extingnish the fire.
Severs] areas of the wiring were skinned. Impressions were in the defroster tubes below the
dash pad as a result of having been struck by an axe. The doghouse for the engine, located
in the interior of the vehicle, was distorted and had molten plastic on the top as a resuilt of
expasure to heat. The vehicle was equipped with a factory Ford cassctie radio in the dash.
The instrument cluster was heavily etched with simoke. The current odometer readng was
3,070 miles. The headkight switch was in the off pesition. The heating and air-conditioning
controls indicated that the fan blower motor assembly was off, however, the air-conditioning
control was set at the maximum air setting  The passenger air bag housing was dameged ag
a result of the fire. The air bag charge did not deploy as a result of the fire.,

The interior trim package for the conversion van was damaged. The Four high back caplain
chairs, located in the front of the passenger section, were heavily damaged as a regult of
malten plastic and exposure to heat. The burn patierns and damage diminishes as you travel
from the front of the vehicle to the rear of the vehicle. The Frigidaive air-conditioning
system, mounted m the rear top of the conversion van was elimmated as a source of ignition.
The propane system was also eliminated as a source of ignition.

At the time of this writer’s exammation there was no evidence of 2 television or other

entertainmernt equipment. Several fold up chairs and other personal itemsa were evident in
the storage area, above the cab where the pull out bed is located.
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Examination of the fuse panel located under the left side of the dashiboard revealed five
blown fizscs as a result of the fire. They are identified by legend as fuse #2 2 15-amp fuse,
fuae #4 a 20-amp fuse, fusc #11 a 15-amp fuse, fuse #23 a 20-amp fusc, and fuse #36 a 5-
" amp fuse, Enclosed is a copy of the legend for the fike panel which identifies the particular
circuits that are controlled. The only anmmalies noted was circuit #23, which is identified
by legend a8 having & 15-amp fuse, however, a 20-amp fuse was in the respective holder,

o

Examination of the engine compartment revealed heavy damaged as 8 rasult of the fire.
Heavy damaged was observed to the auxiliary transmission cooler and the radiator. The
heaviest damage to the radiator was cvident on the lcft side. The battery smd battery
terminals located on the right side of the engine compartment revealed no distortion or
bulging of the plates. Tt was noted that the case for the battery was heavily damaged as a
result of the fire, exposing the plates in the first, second and third cells. Examination of the
golenoid located on the interior right fenderwell panel reveated no evidence of arcing or
damage. The wiring i this area had the insulation consumed from it as a result of the fire,
One piece of mumber 10-gauge wire, which runs from the battery isolator located on the left
side of the engine compartment, across the front of the rediator, and into the solenoid,
revealed evidence of beading and degradation of the wiring at the poimt of connection near
the solenoid. No evidence of arcing was found at the positive battery tesmninal.

Examinatior: of the fiel injector rafls and the fuel supply lines, which were located on the
left side rear of the motar, revealed no involvement in the origin of the fire, The mnly
damsage evident was soot patierns as 2 resutt of the heat within the engine compartment. The
butterfly yalve was examined on the air imake and found to have only exterior damage as a
result of exposure to heat. The electrical wiring that nms from the right side of the engine
compartment t¢ the left side of the engine compantment revealed that the insuiation was
lorpely consumed as a resuli of the fire. Several stranded sections of the main wiring
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harness, primarily on the left side of the engine compartinent, reveeled beading and
degradetion of the wiring.

Examination of the altexnator revealed heavy damage of the wiring as 2 result of the fire.
The botiom and right side of the alternator phog was intact, however, distorted as a vesult of
exposure to heat. The 10-gaupe clecirical wire connection at the top of the altemator
revealed that the insulation was consumed for the entire length of the wire. This wire was
traced owver to the point of attachment to the center lug of the battery isofator. It was noted
that the connection at the battery isolator was not connectcd at the time of this examination
Examination of the wiring ends nevealed considerable evidence of beading, arcing and over
current. Globules of copper were evident at the termination point for this wire, The crinped
end of this wire waa still attached to the center lug of the battery isolator, Several other
etrcuits in the immediate area of the left side of the engine compartment revealed evidence
of beading an¢ dsgradation of the wiring at varions points.

The bum patterns within the engine compartment revealed that the most intense portion of
the fire ocored op the left side of the engine compartment, near the power distribation box
that is located above and to the froni of the master brake cylinder. The power distribution
block was largely consumed as & result of the fire, with caly the metsl frame for the positive
terminal commg in being the only metal that remained in place. The metal runs across and
makes connection with the second lead, which nms across to the center of the engine near
the alternator, where it has an unbridled connection. The connection points and reley
housing for the power distribwution block were heavily damaged as a result of the fire. None
of the remaining wiring was intact. The wiring in this ares is grossly deformed and
discolored as a result of the fire. Congiderable evidence of interior heating was evident
throughout this section of the engine compartment.
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Thehtaterhmcs,muumhmandumer:nmpmmmmdhelmﬂmmmbmke
cylinder and the lower section of the engine compartment were largely undemaged as a result
of the fire. The engine oil and transmission fluid were within normal operating limits and




C USIONS

Based on this writer's exarpination of the fire-invalved vehicle and the informetion provided,
it is the opinion of this writer that the fire originated at the left side of the engine compart-
ment and it cannot be eliminated that the most probable canse for the fire wes an electricel
malfunction, vwhich occurred in the aces of the power distribution block,

Regpectfully submitted,
W. B. POMEROY & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Inmvestigator: Mark A. Caris

Wyman B, Pomeroy
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Y 1 Year: 2002 Model: F-SERIES  Case; 354361555
Owrer Stalus: Original WSD: 20020315

Sympiom Dese: GENERAL INQUIRIES REQUESTMNON-VEHICLE RELATER Primary Phona:

Reason Desc: LEGAL - ACCIDENT / FIRE &numhrrl’h_

Exae Type: 10 OGC Baug Status: CLOSED

Action: CONTAGT ADVANCED TO OGC

Dealer: 00347 LONE STAR FOAD Origin Dess; US CONCERN CASE BASE

Odamsler: 52758 M Comm Type: PHONE

Analyst Name: MAYA CINDY Analys; CMAYA

Acilon Daje: (80005 Action Thne: 13.09.37.930 Action Dats: No

Commems CUSTOMER SAID: 4 DID CALL YESTERDAY BUT | TALK TO SOMECNE IN ENGLISH AND THEY CCULD NOT
UNCGERSTAND ME AND | COULD NOT UNDERSTAND THEM AND | DONT THINK THEY DOCUMENTED MY SITUATION
PROPERLY THIS IS WHY | HAD A SERVICE ADVISOR HUMBERTO HERNANDEZ CALL IN FOR ME 4 PARKED MY CAR AT
ARCUND BPM IN THE GARAGE AT MY HCRISE ON JUNE: D5/2005-1 WAS ELEEPING ANI: | HEARD AN EXPLOSION 4 WANTED
TO GET QUT TO SEE WHAT HAPFENED-BUT WHEN | WAS TRYMNG TC CET OUT THE KITCHEN WAS ON FRE AND MY
HOLRSE STARTED TG GO INTO FEAMES -| WAS TRYING TO GET OUT FROM THE BACK 8UT THE DODR WAS LOCKED 4
HAD EVERYTHING IN MY HOUSE AND EVERYTHING BURNED DOWN -MY SITUATION WAS ON THE MEWS BECAUSE IT
WAS 30 BlG BECAUSE THERE WAS A LOAD EXPLOSION AND THEN MY HCUSE STARTED TO GO NTO FLAMESHT WAS
Al BECAUSE OF THE VEH - THE VEH WAS PARKED IN THE GARAGE BESIDE MY HOUSE-| ALMOST D{ED [F MY SON WAS
NOT COMING HOME AS HE OPENED THE DCOR 4 DONT HAVE NOTHING AT ALL, RIGHT NOW 1 AN LIVING WITH MY
SISTER4N-LAWS FEEL THAT FORD SHOLE B COVER FOH ALl THE DAMAGES OF MY HOUSE AND THE VEH BECAUSE THE
VEH EXPLODED -1 REFORTED THES SITUATIGN TO THE INSURANCE, THE POLIGE AND THE AIRE DEPARTMENT -THE
POLIGE GAVE ME A DOCUMENT OF THE REFORT, THE NUMBER OF THE REPORT FS 050807A482-1 REPORTED THIS TO MY
INSURANCE BUT THEY DID NOT SIVE ME A REPOAT NUMBER THEY TOLD ME THAT THEY WOLLD SEND A TOW TRUGK

. AND THEY WILL INVESTHZATE WHY THE TRUCK EXPLODED LIKE THATDEALER SAKD: S HUMBERTD HERKANDEZ WAS
ON THE LINE WITH GUST LONE STAR FORD ING8477 NCATH FREEWAYHCUSTON, TX 77037TEL: {287) 531-2300CAC
ADVISED: | WILL FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO THE FORL OGC DEPARTMENT, YOU WILL BE CONTACTED WITHIN 3-5
BUBINESS DAYS.-EXPLAINED AND ADVISED GUST THE NFD ABOVE INDICATED TOQ CUST THAT THE OGC DEPARTMENT
WILL CONTACT CUST N 2-5 BUSINESS DAYS

EDRE-J TG g—-Eayd
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Customer Daga Link - CuDL Page 10f |
AR Action Detalls for lasue
@ b
VIN: l“ Yoar: 2002 Modal; F-SERIES Case: 354351555
Nama Cowmor States: Originat WsD: 2002-03-15
Symptom Dasc: FHESMOKE SCORCHEIVEURNT Primaury Phona-
Reasan Dese: LEGAL - ACCYDENT / FiRE Sepondary
| e Typm: 10 030 lsaun Satug: CLORED
Actiore CONTACT ADVANCED TO BEC
Dealer; 06647 LONE STAR FORD Origin Daao; US CONCEAN CASE BASE
Odemulor: 40 M Comm Type: PHONE
Anakyst Hamm: BOTELLD, GUILLERMO Analyat QROTELLO
Action Dats: O60A/2005 Action Tima: 09.50.34.093 Action Date; No

Commenis CUSTOMER SAE:. -CUST SAYS HIS YEH EXPLODED WHILE PARKED IN THE GARAGE -CLIST BAYS YEH
CAUSED MAJOA DAMAGE TO THE HOUSE.-CUST BAYS VEH IS BURNT COMPLETELY.CRC ADVISED: | WILL FORWARD
THIS INFORMATION TC THE FORD DGC DEPARTMENT. YOU WILL BE CONTACTED WITHIN 3-5 BLISINESS DAYS.
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Family homeless after

Ford pickup sparks
houvse fire

03:01 PM COT on Tucsday, June 7, 2005

From 11 News StafT Reporty

The Harris County Fire Marghal's

office reports that a trock sparked a
house fire thet destroyed one: home
and badly damaged apother in the
2400 block of Warwick in northeast
Hogston.
[=]
KHOU-TV
The man who owns the
homes seid he believes {— : |
the fire started with his
2002 Ford F-150 truck. [r] cars.com
. oFind
Horneowners woke to the firs afiex 5 0Find a Car D;nlﬂn
iggdi:-.xplmunmmdl Tuesday oSelt Your C ﬂ_“‘_s ceConter
earch | @ Flames destroyed one house before freeconter
firefighters could get the situation
Hoxne Local Weather Business ~ under control. oBuy ABuy New
Sports Traffic Lifestyles Existing
Entertainment Message Boards A rontal house i the back yard was A partments DT_EES. &

Auiomotive News Nation { World damaged, but no one was hart.
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Texss Texas Travel Copsumer  Harris Coonty fire investigaiors s2y nFinance oMoveCenler
Investigation Focus on Health they think the point of origin was -

Special Reports Technology the family truck parked in the
Slideshows Suhrm'[ Pics E-Cars  drivewsy. The vehicle is a 2002

Web Links News Ford F-150 oAllgray o8eniprs

LI Nows Team TV Schecus HD - “When the ire was ot we gt here stpon Cancer Shocloht Loss
Programming Community News  and we looked at everything," says Screening Mﬂ.‘!
Relesses Good Works Web resident Nancy Nunez. "We couldn't jpyje DWamsns
Angels Walton's World Crank Il believe it. It was too hard to betieve ggye Care Health

Up Wake Up Call Animal that this was happening to us." '
Atsraction Best of KHOU YVideo adventer

Jobs ap KHOU Help Center The 2002 Ford truck is not part of
Contact Us What's New Medig Kit the comypany's recent recall of oC d olace anfs

vehicles thet could catch fire when o ! _
the cruise control switch shert advertiging quickly and easily!

cincuits.
other services

But it iz a year and mode] the
federal government is investigating 0DatinpCenter nTicketCenrer
for the same problem.

Ten people were in the homes at the
time, including seven children. Afl
of them were nble to get out safely.

The residents raid they lost
everything and have no insurance.

More headlings...

Summer school long on students,
ghort on teachers

E&Iﬁ_?h_m found in place of
woIpen's remaing

sea} funeral procession in Houston?
Mot cogl: h

Croghy fire conlid o another 43
days

More.,.,
ARTICLE TOOLS: Print i |
Discuss it | E-mail it to a friend
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MAR 10 200 VERSUS
FORD MOTOR, COMBANY KATHERINE R, BOYD
FILED:
DEFMITY CLERK.
PETITION

NOW COME plelntirss, [, 1:<izn inrurer arthorized o do snd doing

businest in teo State of [ - oo of the AT &g of majority wnd

resident of the Strla of Loulsiana, both who respacifully avez:
I
Made defendani heyein ix Ford Mator Company, 2 faralpn sorporation luﬂlmr.ndtn dosnd
®oing buslness in the State of Louisjany,
. IL
O o abmat Mueeh 13, 2002, 1 1995 Food Broneo gwned by
Iz 1wty packed in bis drivewsy o Mousas, Lottigiuna, whet a fire ignited, origimating
in tha power distzibullon bex, sileh on infsrmatlon and bellal, was cougad by an elegirical short
gircant or veal fanction
m.
The fire which oocomred in the vehlsla in glesthon o or ebout March 13, 2002, was duz to
the sale faull and neglipence nf Ford Motor Cotpamy in the Tallowing npecific particularg:
) Mwnufachoing a vehicle that way dafeative in deipn;
-} M facloring » vabicle thet was defective it smamifachipw:
) Mu&duﬁngnwhiuluwhﬁwdn&rﬂwinmuﬂluitfhﬂudmpmﬁdnm

mdsqute werning for the shove defect;
d) Memufaoturing o defective valricle inaamiuch zs there was 2 bresch of an 70
warranty;
€)  Anymd all ather scin ofnegligancs o omimiom whrich may be demnonstrated o txial
of thix mabter,
v,

As e th vetice cuned t-J I« <o o
CASE ASSIGN&P T0:

. GV SEC

requirad repair, '




. ML .
Purant to tho thoms of the covdract existing betwec AU MetLife Auto &
Homme, #nd by principles of legal snd conventioml mibregation, MetLlfe s entitied 1o pursus this
claim to recover iy and all sums pald oy MetLif= to or bahalf o
VIL
Frrther, pursaant mlhnwnmnufinmm_amrequimdmmadmmihln
and pther related mxpenpes and ie entltied to recaver this ymount B the defendant.

WIL.
Pasitioners nver snloabie demand ta no avail,

\WHEREFORE, MetLIfs Auto & tome nn:SNBMMINER:= foe judgmend agalnal Ford
mw.mmutmmmnﬂamauu&m.mummﬁu
roquired to anewac witkin the delays aliowod by law, i that aftor il logsl delayy and dua
proosedings, there be jud gment randoed in favoraf bielLife Auto & Home aad T +nd
.pimmmcmpm.inmmntmmmﬂmm promisen phas legal interest from
thudmnfjuﬂiuiuldmd.mmw’lﬁumdmmdﬂnummmmmmml
and aqeitabls rsliel allnwed by lew,

§. LIR. (7 21627)
MARY M. EMYTHE (#537092)
Atioyney for Pleictl B
Suite 408
{44 Robert E. Lt Boulevmd
New Ocleaos, Laislion 70424
[504) 208-2000

PLEASE SERVE

Errd Motor Company

threugh their cgear far servica of process
C T Corparation Syizm

R550 Linited Plazs Blvd

Paion Rouge, La 70809
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INSURED: DR. EMILE BARROW FILE NUMBER: 02-MAR-3538

ASSIGNMENT

The assignmern was recaived Wednesday, March 13, 2002, from Mr. Mark Satser with
ingtructions 1o conduct an origin and cause fire Ihvestigation. The fire occurrad
Wedneaday, Merch 13, 2002 at approadmataly 5:38 a.m. The investigation into the origin
and cause of this fira was commenced Thuraday, March 14, 2002

DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE

The vehicle invaived in this fire was a 1993 Ford Bronco. it was identified with VIN
1EMEST SHISLENG Louisiana license plate numbsr I Tris vehicie was
powerad with & 5.8 liter V-8 engine with an eutomatic transmiasion. This vehicle had
apprximately 88,000 ‘milea and there was no indication of racent work on this Ford
Bronca.

VEHICLE EXAMINATION

The burned vehicle was examined Thuraday, March 14, 2002 starling a1 11:45 a.m. This
vehicle was aystematically pholographad during the process of this examination. The
vehicla had burned in the gerage and was pulied owt Inta the driveway after tha firs was
axtinguishad. The vehicle did not receive any glher alterations, therefore enabling an
accurate fire cause datarmination.

Due fa this Ford Broneo burning in the garage, this araa was closely examined. The
focatian where the Ford Bronco was parked was readily deloctible. There was a highly
pranounced bum patiem on the wall adjacent to the loft front fander of the vehicle. An
examination of the duplax receptacie, two flourascent ights, light switch and the breaker
panel did not show any evidence of an elecirical shart circuit or malfunction. Dus to theas
facts, it was nied out that the haousehold electrical wiring and components caused or
contributed to the cause of thm fire. A Lincoln Navigetor which was perked in the garage
wRs alsa axammad. It was established that the lire did not originate within this vehicle.

The Inilial examination of the 1295 Ford Bronco revealed it had received what would be
considerad iotal fira destruction. The vehicle was basically bumed from the front to the
radr bumper. The engine compartment and passenpar compartment had bean gutted by
this fire. A comparative analysis of the heat and bum pattem revealad this fire had
ariginated within the engine compartment of the vehicls. The fire had extandded into the
passangar compartnen trough the openings in the fire wall. The deapeast seatad buming
was within tha left side of the enpgine compariment.  The left front tira is the only ana that
wae destroyad by the fire. The left end of the air conditionsr condenser had also
completely meitod. The hases, insutation on the wiring and serpentine fan beit on the left
a\de of the engina had bean destroyed by the fire and heat. A highly proncunced bum
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wsureo: [ FILE NUMBER: 02-MAR-3538
pattern wae cbsarved on the lafl end of the fire wall and the power breke booster. The
rmier fender had been destroyed by the flames and heat. The power distrioutian box “fuge
paneat” was focated in the canter of this bum pattem. The outer plastic caaa for the power
distribution box and the innet fander had been destroyed by the fire. Thiz allowed the
alectrical wiring and relsted electrical componemts to drop down inta the bottom portion of
the engine compartmarnt. Tha remaina of tha power distribiution companents and alectrical
wiring were carefidly lifted up and placed on a contrasting background, This aliowsd
closer examinalion and photographing. Several fused and beadad elactrical wires were
cheserved. These conditions are consistent with the results of an electrical short clrouit or
glectrical malfunction. It ia my professional opinion that an elecirical short circuit or
malfunction occurred within this power diskibutlon bax and the related elsctrical
componenis. The heat which was producad by this alaclrical matfunction ignited the
naukation on the wiring and the surmounding combustible materials. The ensuing fire
travalad throughatt the engine comparnmant and enterad the passanger comparbment
through the cpenings in the firawall. As e mault, this entire vehicle receivaed what woukd
be canardered total fire destruction, The deepasat seated buming within the garage was
to the wall and ceiling adjscent to this Ford Bromeo. This fire scene examination and
invastigation did nat establish any other reaaonable cause for this fire. There was no
avidence whatsaoaver which would Indicate the causa of the fire was incendiary in natura.

SUMMARY REPORT

This fire was first discoversd by VWednesdey, March 13, 2002 at
gpproxmatety 5:38 a.m. He recsived a call from the hospital and did not go back ta bed.
Ha was out in the backyard whan he detectsd smoke caming from the dwelling. He went
into the dwelling to sea If he could locate the fire. When he opened the passage door inlo
the garage flames wera ohserved at the from of the Bronco. The fire was quickly reponted
ta the fire department and the Cuachita Fire Dapartment rasponded to the alarm. Upon
arrival, thera was a lange amounit of fira within the garage. Members of the fire depariment
scon controfled and axdinguishad the fire. Greg Thompaon, Fire Investigator for Ouachita
Parish conducied the investigation. He relatad in a conference that it is hia opipion this
fire originated within this 1985 Ford Branco.

CONGLUSION

In conelusion, it is my professional opinion the fire was caused by an slectrica] short circuit
or mlfurction within the power distribution box. The ensuing fire traveled throughout the
majority of the Ford Broncn andd entared the garage where it was parked. This fire acene
examination and investigation did not establish any other raasonable cause for this flre.
Thera na evidence whatsoever which wauld indicate the fire was caused by a faikure or

malfunction within the household slactricat wiring and relaled components. There was no
evidence whatsoever which would indicate the cauee of this fire was incendiary in naturs.

3-
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K yuu should have any questions ragarding this, or any other matter, pleasa do not
hasitate to contact us.

Sincanaly,

[0k deymied Jret

Bob Dennis
DENNIS INVESTIGATIONS
BDAS




‘LEED' " Cor omtmn

.' _ PO Bux 132208 . 14178 Hwy 110 South
Tylexr, Texas 75713-2208- : Tyler, Texas 757%]

Office: (903) 561-2700 . Fax: (903) 561-8841
: e-mail: leedcorp{@att net

" November 22, 2004

Mr. John 1. Fiachesser, 11
. Attorney at Law
Beahm & Green _
145 Robert E. Lee Blvd, Suile 408
‘New Orleans; Lovisiana 70124-2553

v
'F o pary
Per Wler report is furnished regarding the fire occurring et the
residence of The report iz complete to date but may be subject 1o
. modification should the introduction of new evidence and/or additional analysis warrant
. _mndlfmatmn of the report. To date the following items have been reviewed:

1. Nates and phatographs taken by me on July 2, 2002 of the incident 1995 Ford
Bronéo owned by

2. Documentation of circuit/component testing of Ford Bronco performed by
© Alcoa Fl.ljiliura._. Lad.

3. Report of fire scene investigation authored by Mr. Bob Dennis dated March
26, 2002

4. .Deposition of Mr. Bob Dennis dated December 15, 2003.

5. Repon dated March 1, 2003 avthored by Mr. Larry Helion, fire investigator
with Newell Investigative Service.

Dizenssgitn

On haty 2, 2002, I met Mr. Lou Malnar of Ford Motor Company to examine the H
1995 Ford Broneo vehicle located at the Louisiana Pool Salvage yard in Manroe, )\
Lonisiena, The vehicle was secured in the salvage yard and covered with a tarp peior to JV

. ' - : L
. - “Providing Leadership in Engineering Services™ : \a J 2
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our arrival. 1recorded a VIN number of | FMEU ! SH3ST it approximately

. 9% 040 miles on the adometer. Fram an exterior view, the vehicle was likely white in
colar elthough covered with soot from the fire. According to Mr. Bob Dennis from his
distussion with the owner/assistants, no prior problems had been noted byl
The vehicle had been parked i the garage until the fire was noted st approximately 5:38
aim on March 13, 2002,

Starting with the least damage to the vehicle at the rear, | observed increasing
damage s one appreached the front bood area. Radial heat patterns on the left side of the
vehicle and hood indicate onigin of fire on the lefi side of the engine compartment. The

- dempage ta the left front tire also supported origin of fire inside the Bronco vehicle engine
compartment. An inspection of the interior of the vehicle revealed lesser damage 10 the
uphalstery and instrument panel with heavier demage fo the instrument panct facing the
engine bulkhead. Inside the passenger compartment, I found a cetlular power boost

- antenna module on the driver’s side. Tracing wire dovm ta the floorboard on the dover's
side, ] found a Nokia, Type HFU-2, 5/N KG44012880, Made in Finland module. There
were three wires leading to the power boost module with each respective 3-amp fuse
intact. The wires were connectad at the fuse block inside the passenger compartment.
Although some wires were laid bare by heat of fire, I found no evidence of abnormal
clecirical activity. The Nokia power boost module and passenger fuse block were
eliminated as causation factors in the fire.

Inside che engine compartment, I observed the batiery or the right side fromt
’ damaged by exposure to heat of fire. From inspaction of battery cables, T found bath
. battery cables to be intact without evidence of electrical activity, Although damaged by
fire, the air conditioning ahrmimm components were nmlljr intact as well as the
-elastomeric hoses. In comparison on the left side of the enpine compartment, damage
to aluminum components and elastarmeric hoses was more severe. [ checked the
. -altgrnator. and connecting wiring and discavered no indication of malfuncrion. The
front grille of the engine compartmerit had melted as expected and was consumed from
the fire. From a frontal view, the radiator exhibited melting on the left side rypical of

ahy interior angine compartment fire.

On the left side of the engine compariment, [ observed the remains of wiring
where the PDB {Power Distribution Box) was located znd exeending back toward the
engine bulkhead. In the location of the PDB, 1 discovered a terminal connector
exhibiting eleciric arc beading. Further away from the terminal connector in the wiring

" harness, T fonnd fusing of electrical wires. Tracing the wiring harness back toward the
) engine buikhead, I examined wiring without evidence of slectrical activity. OF note, 1
observed a wire adhered to the hood hinge on the left side. The wire exhibited no
direct indication of abnormal electrical activity.

During the inspection, Mr. Malnar left to catch a plane. Later on October 27,
2004, an additional inspection was accomplished by a representative of Alcoa Fujikura,
the manufacmirer of the PDB and wiring harness.

ERSS-283~-LC-0B15




Conclusion

Based on the area of origin of fire as placed by Mr. Bob Dennis, fire investigator
and my examination of the 1995 Ford Bronco damage and electrical systems, I conclude
fire causation was due to an electricel! shert in the PDB. From my examination of the

" wehicle, I found clectrical arc beading on a teyminal connector associated with the PDB.
Additionally, firther electrical activity was discovered in the same vicinity on wiring in
the wiring hamess. From both electrical activily found in the engine compartment and
fire pattems, it is clear the fire originated inside the Ford Bronco vehicle at the Power
Distribution Box.

.Sim:ruly,
Vernon I. Wade, PE.
LEED Corporatinn

VIW/bih
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Photographs




Photograph # I - Right side view of i 095 rore
Branco vehicie,

FPhatopraph # 2 — Rear view ol the
1995 Ford RBromen.




Photograph # 3 — Left side view of the 1995 Ford Broneo.

Photopraph # 4 - I'rental view ol
the Ford Broneo vehicle.
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Photograph # 5 — View of hood and
lefl Front of Ford Bronoe vehicle.

Photograph # 6 — View of engine
compariment in 1993 Ford Bronco
vehicle,




Photograph # 7 — Interior view of
the Ferd Bronco.

w

L L] .
+

S

Photogranh # 8§ — View of dash tnlerluce te engine hulkhead. Notice
the melting toward the engine bulkheod area.
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Phatograph # 9 — Ancther view of the Ferd Bronca interior from the
redr seat area.

Photopraph # 1) — Nokia power boust antenna (ound in interiar ol
vehicle.




Photograph # 11 — Nokia power boost module ensd in interior of
vehicle.

Photograph # 12 — Checking fuses found intacl awtuched 1o Nokia

rnodule,




L

Photopraph # I3 — Anocther view ol
{isz patierns on hood ol vehicle
distincl 1¢ engine compartiment.

Photograph # 14 — Righi side view ol engine compariment. Note the
¢lastomeric hoges. aluminum ahemator frame and batiery still intuct on
this side af vehicle,




Photograph # 15 — Lefl side view af
#ngine contpantment. Approximately
mid-sectivn ol photegraph is the
lueativm o U power distribution
hox.

Photpgraph # 16— Electsic arc beading found on tenminal connectors
associaied with power distribution box.
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Phetograph ¥ 17 — Another view ol remains ol powveer distribulion bux
and wiring.

Photograph # 18 - Winny found
achhwerad w hinge of hioed




Phetograph # 19 — Examinution ol wiring found non-remarkable nexi
i0 the bulkhead entry port on wiging harness.
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PROCREDENGS
b w m: P.—E-;
havirng been firs: duly aworn, teatified as followa:
EXAMINATICN
BEY MR. WYRICK:

Q. Mr. wade, wy name ia Bill ick, and T'm
an atiormey represcnting Hg:ﬂ tn
connection with the lawanlt that was by Matldfe

E: recover for a fira that happensd on March 13th,
2002. Wa noticed your dspoplticm today beoanas
you've been identified as a pocential axpert who will



testify on behalf of Metlifa at the triml of this
gage. Do you underatand thatt

A. Yam.

Q. Emfors we get into the substance of the
depogition, have you ever besn depoxed bafora?

A. Yan. I brought a list of —— well, it's not
an sntira list. It's only four years back, but
testimony in Exrial and deposition.

a. 1 glanced through your file briefly. Is ic
correct that you've brought your emtirs File wikh
regard to the inveotigation of this case with youn
today?

A. Correct.

Q. And it's contalped in = white binder that

you've brought with youy

A Yeg, with proviso the infermation that was
sapt to me on your -- that ypn furnished about the
clrenits and the cepting thar had been done cn the
wiring harness. I didn't briog thak. It waa a big
box of information.

Q. Yo' rm tﬂkﬁ ahout materials that were
prociucad Iy Led.?

A Coyrect.

Q. ad thoas wars matarialsa chat wvers
recajvad --

A, Abouk a wask ago, acgmething Like that.

o. Ckay. In addition to the whita bindey thar
you brought with you today, 1 g&s you also hava moma
picture developing in envelopes. And ymi've provided
us with coples of ail the plctures that ar= in there
ad well?

A Yau, mir.

Q. If I gan, lat'g talk about your priox
lovolvemar:t it cases. About how many cagas have yon
listed there for the past four yearsy?

A. Approximately 33. HNow, that's not all of
tha imvastigation I'va dona becruss mome don’t

involva dapoaition or trial. HSomatimas you just go

out and 4o a report arxd thac's 1k,

a. 8o tha camas that you've browght that are
on this list in your binder are aimply caseas whers
you've taptified either at trial or at despositiom ar

‘hoth?

A To the best: of oy recollection, yes.

0. And vhat vas tha nusber sgain? -

A. About 33, I ballave. approximately.

Q. 0f tha 331 ceses that you provided testinony
aither by depasition or at trial or at both, how Dany
of chopa invrelivead -- 1f amvy, involvad motor wehicle
fivan?

A, Lat'a gasa. e tharc's directly involwvad.
Some of the others I've lookesd at and eliminaced,
aay, 8 vehicle that may bave been involved in a
parage or aonething like that that'sa nesr the ares of
origin.




. 17 a. Lat me make pure I mderatand your angwer.
18 Only one of thia pet that we're talking abouk

19 involvad a case whara you dsktermined that a wotor

20 wvehicle cavaed u fire?

21 A. Yea.

a2 Q- Hut thars may hs pome othara that inovolwve
23 firam whars you ruled ot a vahicis ap A canas?

Za &. Carragt,

25 q. How many of chose latter type are there?
0907

L I'm gaing to vant you to idantify those as walil,

a A Ona of tha canar wvas in Killeen, Texas,

3 Eillesn Ecar & Motora. I think there was a vehicls

4 in the plant that we had to lock at.

5 Q. I'm gorry. What wap ths nanme of the capa?

5 A ¥ilimen Hoat & Motors wversus Danald

7 fAauwtier. T think that's tha only othay one that's

8 liated I've actually cteatifiad em. Of coursa, I've

8 logksd at a nunher in the past that didn't involve

10 the restimemy of ik.

11 Q. Okay. In the sams time frame in che past

12 four yearm whare you'va bastifisd 32 tdgwz or 8o, how

il many firea do you think you've inwveatigated

14 peraomally?

15 A Oh, goeh, I know I've looked at gver -- in

14 my career ovar 500 oow. In tha time frama of four

17 veard, I don't know that I can estimats that. It

14 depende. Srowbtimms yon'll gat four or five a week in

19 gome cages, and then othay timsa you dom't get aty.
. 20 And in some casss you might geat fnformation in like

21 on a dafanss cass wvhere you don't actually go to tha

22 fire mcane, They send youn the information and youm

23 lock at e involviog a fira., I just can't give you a

24 nomher offhand. I wmean, I'm sure it's over 50, maybes

25 ovrer that., I can't gay.

1 Q. Do you recall there being any within, say,
2 that 50 or wore that ipvolved fires where you were
3 able to aliminats a motor wvahicla as a caupe of tha
d fire ap a part of your inwescigaticn?

5 A. I'm aura there wara. I don't racall ons
[ right offhaml. T mean, T've got some thak ars

7 oogoing that poaaibly involve a motor yehicle.

1 Q. Tou've poovided we with a copy of your OV
5 with your file aa well; is that right?

10 A. Right.

11 Q. Rre you currently tlhw prasident of Lead
12 Corporation?

13 A. Yead.

14 . How long have you bheen the presidsnt of

15 Leed Corporation?

18 A, oh, ainos 1%595.

17 f. Ire you an ounar of chat cHnpany?

19 A. I am the principal.

19 Q. ¥hat 1s ths businsss of Leed Corporabion?
20 A, ¥a're a cxmsulting foreopic Fizm.

ai Q- In what: a¥wan?
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A If you're regarding alectrical snginesring,
mechenical angineerimy, clvil engineering, some of
those type of areas bhat iovolve inmrestigation ar
inspection of, say, anything from amussment xidms

that don't involve an accident, Just inapectign, to
compliancs with electric coda, to compliance with
poanibla meckenical codas.

In thea eivil end, of couras, thera ham
basn -- wa'va lockad at things like foundaticons, wimkd

- damage, those type of isaues that might be imrolwed

in a structure.

. How many pecple doss your company smploy?

A. Right now, I am the cnly spglaser, I
had -- oy civil enginesr, Davlid, ha's got congestive
hanrt failura. And, of course, this happened within
tha last faw months, and he's on parmanent leave.

a. Doas your fivm smploy anybody othsr than
anginoara?

B, Oh, y2ah. I have a part-timges lah
techniclan. We have ataff in the office, accountant,
gecretary.

Q. Othar than yourmelf, ia thare anybody =lae
wvho goea out inko tha field and doeas investigations
or pexrforma the conpulting and forensic work that you
have deacribad?

A, Ho.
0. ¥rior to 19585, what was your saployment
pesiticen?

A. I worked with a company called SEAL

Corporation, and appantially did soma of the sama
thinga, althawgh not all. That was from 19240 Lo
1935, '

Q- Did your work at SBAL Corporation inclade
fire investigetiona?

A. Yasn.

Q. Hhera did yom work before SpAL Carporation?

A_ Getreral Dynamics on their radar ayatsms.

Q- For what period of time did you work for
Ganaral Dynamics?

A. IApproximately two aod a half years.

Q. You rald on radar syptems?

A. ¥esa.

Q. And how about bafors General Dynamica?

A. Prior to that, I want back to aaghool to
obtain tha alactrical enginaering degrmea.

Q. wWhen did you obtaln your E.E.¥

A. Oolverpity of Texas at Rustin.

Q. When?

A. oh, morry. 19248B.

Q. Did you have any college degree prior ko
19887

A. ‘Yea., I had tw> other deqrees. I've got B
degres in macheanical aoginssring, and alac have a
dagres in mathsmatics which T don't shew on Ehe
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ramme, but I hava that alao.

Q. Whan 414 you get your mechanlecal
engineering degree?

A. 1976 _

Q. From what achonl?

A. Unlvarsity of Houston.

Q. Arvi your mathematicx degree=?

A The gama placa, And I think in 1974,

- Batweman 1976 and 1988, did you do any work
that involverd fire or cangs and origin
investigation? In othar worda, from the Eima that
you obtmained your mechanical engineering deqree
oetil --

A. Yeg. ERight. Well, design of fire stop
egquipment. When I wag at Axelson, I dealgmed a line
of equipment that was used in refinery for fire acop
purposen, to shut off Elemmable fluids urder a Eire
condition. I did a number of testing in that arsa, a
munber of yeara of tescing.

- S0 just tae be claar, thoudgh, 4id you
parform any cauze end origin investigation work
batwaan 1276 and 19637

h. Wot as 8 certifimd fire investigator. As
a -- I don't xnow 1f T mentioned bto you, bt I am
alma a certifiad fire imrasatigator, but not under

that title.

Q- Wow, whan you say "not as & cercified fire
investigator," doas that mean you were ouk thera
doing it asp & hobby snyway? Whatr de you mean by
that?

A, Mok as a hobhy. A& lot of times wa wonld
gat input from the rafinary. Wa might hawve to go ouc
and mse a refinery -- a porticon that canght fira or
gopething of chat nature that, you know, you would
pick up cdertdain icems akout fire imvestigation Exom
that and the amount: of demaga that car Incur from a
refinary fira, But not as an investigetor where I
actually want cut and did the investigation by

mysall.

FHow, I should mention that both the
machaniaal and slectrical emyinsering fi=lds do
incorporata m lot of the investigation principles of
fira investigation both from tha standpoint of what

“{gniriom souress can he and failnrm modes, sa --

. Did yom Eaks any mpacific courges during
the procape of obtaining your machanical engineering
degras with Teppect to fire invegtigation or cauns
and arigin inveatigation?

A, Hot -- not a title of a conraa to that
affact. A8 I safid, a lot of the courass daalt with a

1ot of the factara involwed in firm investigacion,
Fallure mode, the Eype of ignirisn gomrecas, thoga
type of thinga.

. Okay. Duripg the time from 1976 Lo 1988,
did you take any courssax in caussa and origin or firs
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iovestigarion?

A. I just answarad the queastiomn.

. Ho. I"d agked you if when you were
cbhtaining your degree that you got in '76, whethar
you had any such courses. Now I'm talking about the
time beatweaen "78 and whan you went back to achaol at
O.T. to get your E.BE.

A, Bight. ¥hen T was smploys] at thak paink
ag a mapagey of enginearing, lec'a say.

Q. Right.

A. Wot =-- naot tatally focuped on fire
invegbimation. I Aid taka a course, T think, in O9HA
requlations which dealt with sgress, avacuation
during a fire end some of the problems with ignition
sources that can poasibly cause a Eire, Cflammahle
fluids, bhazardous losaticons, things of that oatuxe.

Q. Do you recall whan you took that course?

A. Oh, gosh, thet's heen many, many years
mga. It's in that period, but I can't recall
axactly. :

Q. With respect o your electrical engineering
degrea, jusk tc make sure that wa'va covared it, did
you taka any courses in tha procesm of obtmining that
particulay degres that wara spacifically foqumad co
firs investigation and ecaugs and origin
investigation?

A. Again, thera were oo bitlea of courses cthat
dald fire investigation, but moany of the failurae
madas that area incorporated in fire inveastigation
ware in those courses, l.e_, electrical shexting.
rapistance heating, some of thege iogues, -
undarsgtanding whethar a circuit failed as a resunlt of
a firs or posaibly due to the fire,

Q. Ara you familiar with tha Hational Fire
Protection Code?

A Yan.

Q. md any of the ooursesa that you took in the
courge of ohtaining your electrical engliowesring
decsres focus on the Rational Fire Profeotlon Code?

R. Only from the standpoint of the NEC. You
hava -- HEC la a pubset of the Natiocnal Fire
Protectlom Code £rom, I guess, the standpoint of
prooulgation. And we had coursasx that dealt with
‘pyra diatribaticn in cowpliance with FEC code.

. Would your answer be the game with respect

to your machanical arkyinearing degres? Ho spacific
courssl on the Macicnal Fira Protection Code, buok
areas that tomched ooy somsthing that might relate to
it?

A. Thore wora no courges titled that
specifically.

Q- Okay. During the course of your amploayment
at derweral Dynamics workiog on radar gyoatsps, did yono
ragelve any training ia the investigation af fires or
caune and arigin invesatigarisa?
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A. fome an the cange and oxigin. We had to
incorporate fire aupprassion syatems in the radar
ayabtewms that we builk and had to actizally tast
thoae. Moat of thosa wars Halon myacems Lhat we
voed. But in the ooursa of that design and tasting,
wa had to uvnderstand how fires apread and some of the
famues involvad in that.

Q. tHould you just -- would you be called out
to locatlons where radar svetems had caught on fire
and be aked to datermina what causad the fire and
how haet. to suppress them?

A, Rot -- usually they delivered them back ko
us because of a problem, not bscanze Ehey wanted us
to invasticatsa it. Mest aof thoaa ayatema that we
incorporatad wers portable, an they could he

d=liversd back to ua, and thak's how we normally
Tacaivad them if that docurred.

Q. So in the procema of designing radar
pystems, you would be asked to Inck at radar aystama
that had caught on fire and ffgure sut what happened
to them and how they caught on fire and how to
pravent it from happening acain?

A, Teually, y=a. Usually a pretty minor
elactrical short or something like that occurred in
thea wiring that wa could eapily isclate. The Halon
syatam umaally took care of most of the issuea of
flammabhility.

R- Bo your investlgaticona in regard Lo fire
cavss and origin at General Dynamice wers mainly
materials that were sent ko you to taks m look at?
¥You didn't go out ko ecenes where firea had occurrad
fo --

A. No, thay didn't -- aome of cthe atuff wam
top Secrat. Beoause of whatserar rastrictionsa, we
wara nat able to go couk thare.

d. WwWhat wvas the buainesa of EEAL Corp. whers
you worked from 1590 to '5579

A. I kalileve they're mainly & foransics
onginesring group.

Q. Whers ara thay locatwed?

A. In Tylar.

Q. Did yon hnld morsa than cne, gay, ticle or
pooition at BBAL Corp. during your btime there?

A. FHo. I guess ganerally my kitls wauld ba
callad & projact snginear, is what they would Zerm
it.

Q- Whean yon first hired on with 3BAL Corp.,
what ware your Jukisg?

A. Well, on= of vhich was fire imvestigakion,
gome Leating of materials of product, alas accident
reconatmction.

O When you say *acoident reconatruction, ¥
you'te talking sbout car crasheas?

A. Malnly commercial wvehiclie, but car crasgh,
vehicla corash.




Q. At the time that you ware hired by STAL
Corp., had you avar racaived any formal Eraining in
cavge and origin or fire investigatlon other than
what you've already deacvribead a5 tha atuff that waas
incldental to you cbtaining your degrees?

A. Yea. Thers was a cartlfisd inatructor that
thay had on board that gave cn-the-job training, if
you will. T later attandsd a carcification courss to
obtain my own certification.

Q. Do you recall the name of che inatructor at

SEAL that you recelwved your traloing froa?

a. I

. can gll his last name?

A, I think.

Q. And you maid ha was a caretifiad
Inatrucetoy. Certified by whom?

A. I underatand he is. He was., I don't know
about present, as far az today, but he wap at kthe
time. .

O. Bo you know wha he wvas certified by or by
what organizstion?

h. I belisve by the same on= I ohtained my
cartification, which wam Hational Asmociation aof Fira
Imraptigators.

Q. Khen did you receive your certification
from the Matioral Asgpriation of Fire Investigatorm?

A In 1354.

o. What did you have to do ko abtain the
cartificacion from tha MAFIT

A It vas a two-week-long cour=e. WNe had to
Eaks an &xam at the end. During the process of che
coursa, they actually burnt thras housss and assigomd
aach of up to do tha five invastigation as park of
tha courgs, fuyn in a raport as to what wa found ax
causs of firs, Lhe origin,

G. Batwean the tims when hirsd on ot SEAL
and received your training From and the
tims that you weant thrvugh the cartification training
by NAPI, did you stcend mny othar courses at any
uwdveraicy or any seminar ac all an the ilssues of
dauae maod origin investigmtion or fire immstigation?

A. ¥Wok that T recall. There's some -- asg I
gald befora, the OSHA course that relates to
xlactricel hazards and ignition zources cauned by
alactrical haparde, kut nat a specific Fira
iaveatigation course.

Q. Okay. BAnd that partitulsr course, the 0SHA
courpa, was pomathing that you togk back in thes *Tx;
ia that right?

Al Ro, 1981,

g. ©Oh, '517

A, IC wa= eort of A refrachexr courme.
Actually, I ohtalned an instructor certification from
it.

c. From the OS5HA coursa?
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A. Correct.

Q. Other than your caertificatieon by thm MAFE,
do you balong to any other national organizaticns
auch 88 the Internaticoal Association of Axmcm

Inveptigators or anything 1liks thak?

A Ho, but, aof course, I've taken a mmber of
continuing sducetione from, say, Public Aqeancy
Training Conpsil, crganizationg such as that,

Q. Do you perforn cauae and origin
inveatigations or firs investigation=s in Texas?

A. Yen,
Q. Do you have to hava a license to do thatr in
Taxsas?

A I have a P.E. licenae. I'm registered in a
pumber cof states.

Q. P.E. mmaning profasaional anginsary

a. Prafassional enginsar,

L Do you have o have a license to act am a
cause and origin inveatcigator apecifically In any
atate that you're not aware of?

A. If yoa're not ragistared as an englinear,
than you've got a problem. Wow, if it gets 1nto
where pou're dodng private investigatlion Eyvpa of
inveatigation, then I have to hire somebody to da
that .

Q. Can vou t=lF ma what gouress in caunge and
origin or fire investigation you: have taken babtwasn
1952 and today?

A Yaa. OQkay. T have -- which is relatbed,
the Gronnding/Bonding of Elactryical Systamm. I also

togk an 0A¥A Compllamce Saminay, updace geminer
rasgarding the hazards we diacuazed hefore, NPFA Fize
Dapartmant Operations, Fire Paktern Certlfication and
Vehicle Fite Investigation.

Q. You wara reading thogs off of your CV,
coryect?

A. Correct..

- Do you have ysays naxt tc chosa when Chogs
courgss were taken? ;

A Yoam.

Q. I'm soxry. I ddn*t asgk that the fircsc
Clima.

A. Tha OSAA Complisnce wa=s 1998. Tha
drounding /Bonding Ssminar was 200¢, NFPA Fire
Department Cperatinns was 2002, Fira Pattern
Certification was 2003, Vehicle Fire Inveatigation
waE 3004 .

Q- The WFRA Fire ODepartment sourge, what wasg
that coursas apout axactly? Do you r=mamber what the
asubstance waag?

A. Yea. Ikt covered mainly response and what a
fire department should do as far ne hookup originatly
on arriving at a fire scena., It aleo covermd some of
the awpects of intarviewing fipremen, you know, aftar
a fire mcens or something of that nature. And then

ERDS-0%-LC-BB3T
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they did aleo cover some of the changes in the HEC
eode Ehat had occurred in tha prior ymar.

o The Fira Pactem Cartification in 2003, can
you tali ma what that course was about? With a
little more Aetail than the title, I mean.

A Yeah. This couraes wex aort of a raviaw of
the initial £ire invastigation, CPI cartificatiom
that I hold. and bagically that inmvolwved in looking
at differant fire patterns in both residencas,
comsercizl buildinos and vehicles related to
determining cauvese and origin.

Q. Tha Vehicla Fire Investigation coures in
2004, can you tall me in a littls bBik more dacail
what that wax abouc?

A. Moxre focused o the vehicle aapect as far
as patterne on vehicla -- fire patternm on vahicle to
detarmina origin within che yehicle. Also diffarsnt
mocdad of faflure. It was kind of a reriew again of
the CFT Cartificarion that I abtained, but ln a pore
detailed mannsr as far as points of failure whether
tha machanical or electrlceal. It dealt with the
numbear aof different sources of iInformarien that can
ba ghtained throngh, say, the Intarnet or by mail

reqarding vehicla firan.
Q. ¥ho offarad Ehat courbpa?

A. Public Ageancy Training Counedl.

Q. Well, not to sound uneducated, uk whsat ix
the Publie Agency Training Counesil?

A. Thay deal on a number of subjacts, Thay
taach courses both for fire dapartments, privacea
inveatigators, investigators, on & numbar of range of
Hubrjects branching from criminel coursss to Fire
invaptiomtion to causas of Eire of alactrical
appnlinnce, things of this neturs, Theay cover a
prozty wids gamak.

Q. How many hanrs was that courae?

A. That waa thrze dayo, E believe. BSo that
would be about 24 hours.

a. The Fira Pakttern Certification course In
2003, who was that offerad hy?

A. The zane crganlEsciom. Public Rgency
Training Courcil.

- Q. HBow long wae that coursse?

A, Thres days, I helisva, Three or four.

Q. Have wa now coversad all of the, I"1ll call
it; formal training or courme work thak you've had in
cavge apd origin and fire investigation?

A. Yea. I puppcEsa I phould mention that soma
of chs amugemeant ride course 1've had dealt with
compliance wich codaa, fire codeg, things of that

nakeurs. And that's related to tha fire
investigation. )

Q. Okay. But none of the coursmp that you
wonild bave Laken in cooneckion with amusement park

ERes-p0% | r cr3g
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rides were titled aonethipg like, for instance,
vahicla fire investigatlion or fire pattern analyails?

A, It would bs part of tha coursss.

Q- Have you ever taken any courass that, Cor
lack of a battar way b0 describa it, would ba mort of
a genaral courae on the regquirements of NFPEA 9D27

A. Mo. Are you talking akout -- what ig the
title of HFPA 9027

Q- Az I understand it, ic gmnerally ralatas ta
the appropriate methods or rascomnended methods for
causs and origin invesktigation.

A ¥You've gob the wrony number. Itta 921.

Q. I'm eoxryry. 921. My miatake.

A. Yes, I have.

Q- Whan 4did you taka thosxa coursas?

A. That was involved in the Pire Pattarn
Cartificaticon. Thay covarsd char as part of Ehak, T
beliays tha codse had charnged chat yeaxy again, tha
411, and they had come ot with a revissd veraion of
ie. -

Q. fo prior to 3883, had yon had any sork of

overview coursex on NFRPA 59217

A, I kelieva tha Fire Depariment Opsrations
coverad 1t cursaxlly. Thay mantioned it ir a coupla
of mections, but not to a great degree.

Q. Do yod rvacognize HFPA 921 in your wark as
an dnvegtigator =25 setting forth acme standards or
guidelines by which you should conduct cause and
origin or fira invastigations, genarally?

A. Genarally quidalinas. Of courss I have
sona digagrasments with cartain pactions of the
gquidalines,

Q. fan yol tall ma what sectionm you digagram
with?

A. Hell, the mmeas that come to mind, ome of
which digcnesss electrical failurem. They mention
arcing throvgh char, but thay never mention a dirsct
arc as a possihle coyma of a fire, Zpd I thoughtk
that waa aamething thart needs to be revigad in their
taxt .

The othar thing is like under the
vahicle fire ibvestlgation, there's a statsment in
thare Lthat you mshould verify the causs of & fire by
‘obtajining a WETAR recall or some other document. But
a lot of tipax whan you'xw investigating fireas, thesa
reozll notices don't cgome to effect unkil after a

mwbar of firea have ocdurred., o how gan you use
that ar & Pupporting document if it doaEn't exlst at
the time you do your fire investigetion. Things of
thet typa of oatura that I objact to.

Q- Dosm HFPA 921 hava any proviaions that
you'rs awars 0f regarding preservation of the fire
acens, praservation of evidence?

A They have -- yas. Jod aless regexding if
you think something has cevaed a fire, to precarcva
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it. I mean, there's a natural courde of elimination
of things cotsida the area of orlgio thek you don't
have to pregerve becauss it'a not in the area of
origin of firm. If you snepect that, then you should
take the =ffort ro obtain thoss chings ang pressrvs
them.

Q. Do yvou have any disagrecepent with any of
the provimions of WFPA 921 with respect toc thae
presarvation of avidenoey

A. hgain, looklng at it offhand, T Son'c havs
any, you know, ag a general giidaline, but thara may
be acmething chat's specific to a cage that I -- you
know, thet I have an objectlion to. Agadn, they're
ganaral guiinlinas and thay'ra undar interpratakbisn
of the fire investigator at the scene.

Q. Bo you Imow ubathsar NFPA 521 has any

provislong with respect to nobifying potantial
reaaponeibia pavties Eo allow tham ke conduck a EFive
acana imreastigation?

A. Tharm im soms mention of thet if you know
who the rapponsible party 1s and you know that
they're going ta he Involved in the inveatigation.

a. Gaparally speaking, when you'ra conduckting
an. inveptigqatiom -- sorry. Strike that.

Have yvou condocted in the course of
your, gay, tha papt -- gipca 1990 artuasl fleld cansa
amd origin investigations where you'r= agsked to go to
a Eire scene and investigata whather or oot something
canged a Fira, determine an area of arigin -- the
point of origin cause of the fire?

A. Correct .

Q. And Ao yoo think it'a important aa an
investigator yourself to have accezp ko an
undisturbed fire pocense or az undiscurhad a fire scens
a4 you oan get for purposes of your inwvestigation?

A. Bot neceggarily,; no.

3. You don't think it's important to have an
undigturbed fire acensa?

A, Na. Many Limes documentablon s sdequata,
photographs. I deal with cases that are btwn years
old where I get just photographa of the firs acons

m:u.'l documenktation and it's adequata.

Q. Is thera any pituaticn in which you wemld
prafar to parform your inveatigation by a photograph
ad gpposed Lo getting to chaerwve the goene firathandy?

A. I mman, as far as it goas, I maan, khm
photograph can he adsquate. A= T aald beafora, T
dm't know that I'"d prefer one o the aother,
Somatimas you don't hava any choeica. Tha photographa
arms ment to you and khatt's what o racaive and
they're adaguate.

Q. nderstood. What I'm asking you is --
well, let me put it thia way: Have you ever baan
asked to investigata a fiva whara yoo'wve recaivad
photographs and you found youwraslf wishing you had
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baen able to pa= the =cens itself?

A. Not that I osn raoall. Now, I've oeen
peopls maks assearticna whare they actualiy went to
the fire scens and said pomathing caused a fire apd
then didn't go to the affort of proving it, just mads
chs amaartion, didn't teke a photograph, didn't take
any cara to ask for Chat partlcular item that thay
thought canegsd the fira. I've seen that happen. But
they actually gok o go to the fire acena, in socme
inatances.

. Do you recall when you were first contacted

with reaspact to the March 13, 1002, fire at the
Barrow realdencs?

A. April 26, 2002.

Q. I pan youx'ra rafarring to a document in
your binderr 18 tEhat corrack?

A Yes, air.

Q. ¥hat'a the= title on that dooument for our
rafaranca? .

A. Froject Initiaticon Sheekt.

G. Apd is that bahind s particuylar tab in your
binday#

A Mumber 2. That's Contract, is under the
dividar.

0. Whe canEacted yom?

A. Initially Mr. Mark Hagan contacted me.

. I b= an =mployee of MetLif=?

A I kelieve ga, yes.

Q. Do you racall, did he cocntact you by phane,
by lektar, by e-maii?

A By plxme.

D. Can you tell uwe whak you reocall of chae
copvergation, 1f anything?

A. Mok very ouch. I think there was oeyba a
menkion of inspecticn, but I can't racall whan
Mr. dresan coucactsed me as far as arvrangling that

ingpaction. I resally den't recall much of anything
o the initial conversation.

Q. Ear ma maka sura I uwdaratand, thas. You
weptioned Mr. Gresan. Befare you investigated this
fire, ha! you already bean in contack with Mr. Graan
ad well az Mr, Hagan?

: A Not pefors I -- wall, I don't dnow. I
can't really say. I don"t Kknow the time period thers
that I was contacted by Mr. dresn's firr.

Q- Ckay. Thet'a what I was trying to
aacertain.

Mow, the docament that you have right
in front of you, 1s that som= sork of an intake form?

A. Tnteke form?

Q.- Racalvad a call from a cliient abouk a
potantisl omas whera you record infarmation glven ta
You. |
A Yeg. Ib'a tha Projact Initiaticn Sheeb, aa
I smid.
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. What other informaticn is on Ehare? Do you
have dace of losa?

A. Det= of loas, <laim mumbex. I cthink tha
insured's nama and a location whera ths fire

oocurrad.
4. S50 you were Ilnformed at the tims that you

wars fi1lipg this out of the dete of loas as 3-13-H37
R Tar.
. d you hava any diacuasion with My . Hagan
arc chat tims about wanting or neasding ta xsa the

avidence in a prompt or a guick fashion?
A. Ho, I dAidn*t. I think thara waa an

inapection scheduled, 2 coinspection with Ford. im
what I belleve.

Q. nid you make any inquiry as to the stace of
the fire poene at the time you first spoke with
Mr, Hagan?

A. Wall, Bob Denuio bad done the cause and
origin., T 414 not 49 the cauwde and origin as Far asa
tha structure was concerned. Although, afker rwading
the dapositiond and seeing somm of the photographa of
the firma pemns, I would concour with Mr. Deontg®
opinion, and aiso the damage to the wehicle. ILk'a
fairly abreicus.

Q- 8o just to ba clasr, Aid you avar actually
vipglt the fire acene i1ts=l1f?

R. No.

Q. At tha time that you spoke with Mr. Hagan,
wan bhe making a request that you inapact the vahicla?
A. Yo, I balisva so, ths joint inspactian

with Pord. )

0. Dif he tell yom where the vehicle was at
that point?

A. Yas. It was in Monros at & salvage yard.
I mantioned that in my report, of couram. It's in
hare {indicating}.

Q- And wa'll go Ehrough your report in a
lit+la bit.

Do ycu have a record of when your
first inspeacticr of tha vahicle took place?

A. Tuly 2rpd of 2002, I kelieve.

Q. 8o a 1little over two montha after your
imltial contact from Mr'. Hagan?

A, Yaa, I balieve Eo.

Q. Do you recall wheakbher you had baan
contacted by —- or in contact in aay way with
b, Gresn's ocfficea betwean your filxst contact with
Mx. Hagan and the date of your inspection?

R. That I can't say. I can't remanber 1ow.
It's bean 20 long ago.

Q. Eatween the date of that firsk contackt and
the data of your inapectiom, were yon forwarded any
investigation mabterizla by Hr. Hagan, whether
information provided by Bok Dennilz or photographe or
anything 1iks that?
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A. Ka, I don't think mo. T pay have called

Mr, Dennim to gat inltial dnput as far am the origin
of the fire, but £ don't think Ehat he =ent me
anythingy br. Hagqan did.

Q. What was the reason you would bave called
Boh Dernis bafors your inepaction?

A, Junt o gat an idea of the origin aof the
fira that ha had aacartainsd during hia
ilovastigatioa.

Q. How, as I undaracand, My. Dennia' ppiniom
teatimony in the content of hig report, ha coneluded
that the flre started at che power distributlion hox
in the engine compartnent of the Ford Bronco that'sa
invoived in this cap=. Do you have that mama
undsretanding?

A. In that ares, yao.

Q. And is that what he axplaiped to you when
you spoka with him om the phons before your
inveatigation? -

A. I don't kmow that ha -- wall, ¥ Ehink he
had -- I can't recall =xectly the conversatlon, but
he may have said somerhing abourt finding some fused
wiras in thetk vicinity, scm=thing of that natuxa.

Q- 8o ap you ware about bto proceaed wlich your
invadtigation, your examinaticn: of the vahicla, yon
were Aware that Mr, Dennia was placing che cxrigin of

tha fire at or near the power distribution box in thm
vahiclea, coroact?
A, ¥ep, as Ear as tha vehicle being the causoe

of tha fira, yas.
Q. ¥hen you inspacted the wvehicle on July 2l

of '"03, do you recall whn wan pregent?

h. Mt. Lou Malnay, I bellieve witch Ford, as I
redall.

Q. Was anybody eloe pressent besides youraslf
anyl Mr. Maloar?

A, Ho,

Q. No Attornmy= wara preeant?

A. 1 don'"t think 3o, no.

Q. Tdid Mr. Malnar make any cepresentationx to
you &d to his fisld of expertise or tha reascn why he

wap prapant far the inspackion?

A. Ha's a firs inveptigator. I assume that's
what ha was sent thars to do, was to Jdo a joint
iogpaction with ma, I den't know chat he said,
quaoteurequote, ¥'m a five investigator, but I asaumed
that'a what he was.

Q. HWall, that's what I wag aakipng, 1if bw had
made any raprespantations o that affect to you.

A, I don't recall,

Q. How, you sapplied us with -- Atbormey Gresn

has supplisad us with a copy of your report with soms
photographs attachad.
.Y

- Corrack

ERBS-De-LC-5543



2- Io thare a copy of the report in your
falder as well?

A. Yas. Tt should ba thea sama.

Q. And thar rapore ta dated Hovembey 22, 2004;
ig that correot?

A, Yas.

Q. Do you recall when you were first asked to
prapare this report?

A. Bometime prior to the report. I can't E=ll
you, I mman, exmctly, I doa't recall.

Q. ¥aa 1k within, say, a month of preperiog
tha report?

A. It ¢ould be.

Q- S0 to ballpark it, scmetims in the fall
af '04; would that be fair?

A. I canif rammmbar, to tell the treth. T'm
goryy. But it's in tha --

Q. Well, it wasn't in 2902, was ic?

h. Ho. ¥No, definitely nor.

a. ¥ow, attmachad to your report ara a mabar
af photographa, and I balitsve thay'rs munbared 1
throxgh 18; is rhat oorreck?

A Yan.

o. And you'va provided us with some additional
photographs today. And jusat off tha top of my hmsad,
I'd gay it appears as though there are mor= than 18
phoatographs.

A. Yeo

Q. Fould it he fair to gay —- well, lI=t me ask
it thie way: Are the photographs that are numbered 1
throaagh 18 dn your raport ineludad in the sek that
you provided ua today?®

A. Yad, I think so. I didn't go through and
actually, you know, check sach one to ses thag the
tivbhering -- 1f you'll lat m= oes one of the
photagraphe, maybe I can determine it pretcy easily
Just by loaking at the photograph.

Q. Sura,

) A. The phwcographs in tha rapart arms in
addirien te the ones that w= have hsarye that ITve
glvenr yomu.

. Okay .
A. Buk kEhay are oo tha D khat was furnished.
Q. Were all the photographs taken on the same

dmy?

A, Yos.
Q. By you?
A Yas.

Q. ¥Wow, having taken: a look At your ryeapark --
atrike that.

Between the date of your inspection on
July 2 of 'd2 and tha dete of preperation of your
report on Novegbhar Xind, 3004, or at leastc che
complation of your report on Hovemher 2zZnd, 2004, did
yol omunicate o anyons your conolusions or




opiniona regerding the causs and origin of this Eirs?

A, I don't believe Ao. Now, I wmay have said ¢
suspact this or I'm chacking this. Bot genarally
I'*1l wait until T &0 the acrtual repert to finalize my
opinion bacadee of inputk of naw information, those
type of thingo, maybe depoeiticns or aomethireg that
oocur Along the way.

Q. After July 2 of *02, di4 you have any
commmications with Mr. Hagan about any praliminary
findings you may have reached?

A I don't redall. AL pome point, I was
talking to Mr. Grean's firm, amd I doa't xecall if I
did or not with Mr, Aagan, 1F I said, well, I puspeckt
this or socmathing to that natiwe ar far as cauge of
the Eirm.

Q. ¥hen you say you wara having soma
discusaions or conversatioms with My, dresn's Flrm,

do you have a time frame in mind whan you Ehink that
would hawe coourrad?

h. Aa I pald befors, T don't redall exactly
when I was initially contacted. You probably comld
ask hir firym. Ir would bhe more adcurate.

Q. Do you have any writken records whatsoever
that wonld aseist you in dstermining when you had
thasae discusgiosd with Mr. Grasn's firm?

A. Ko, T don't, othar Ehan, you Jnow, thera
waz some correspondence that was gent at some point
to hie Elrm about the OB, I think, buk cthat's abaut
it.

Q. Hould you have any rescords whatooevar that
wonld help you datsymine whather or not yom
commmunicated even preliminery findings to #r. Hagan
or maybody at MetLifa?

h. ¥o, T don't keep & phkone log or anything
liks that.

Q. Pid yvou evar inmvoice Metlife for your work?

A Yed.

Q. Do you have that harsy

A, ¥Yag, I do.

Q. When was that invoice gant?

A. July 3pch, 200Z. There's -- I might as
wall tall yoo up fromt. There 16 a typo on tha

Invoioce where ahe hed trapscribed some notsas for ma,
mnd I think she 1isted it as a reporc on ths irnmdos,
and wa nevar pent a report tn them.

Q. That was going to be my next gquestion --

A I know,

Q. -- hecaune it says tranacribad raport
T-3-42.

A. Yazh.

fl. Waa your repori prepared on a copputer?

A. Yex.. Thig lacter report, yeah.

Q. Hera any drafts of your report prepared?

A. .

Q- fin the only veypion that axigts that's aver
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been printed out is the ons that's basn signed and
forvardad.

h. ¥Yea. As I zaid bafore, generally I'1l waie
until all of the factorm ara in that wa suapact are
geing to coma in ax far ax depomicicens and things,
and then, of conrsa, ic's ragquestad -- wa weren't
regquasted to tdrn cut A& report wmtil tlen.

Q. Do you recall whether you reoesived timely
paynant on your invoica?

A. I think so.

Q. Or relatively ao?

A. I gueas. I haven't checked into that. I

weaan, I Suppossa. I'd have to check with the
accountant.

0. And you dem't recall sver sharing aoyching
rbout your inspacktion st mll with Mr. Hagan betwean
July of "02 in praparation of your report?

A. M. If I did, it would be apeculation. I
don't 1f -- ic's heen so long since that'a occurrad.

Q. The tnly reason I ask is because it would
geem readonable that Mr. Eagan might call you when
you gokt your bill to say, Hey, what did you learn.
Doss thet zeen unreasooable?

. AL Or ba concacted Mr. Sraen's firm and =said,
youu Enowt, Talk to Mr. Wade about this or scmething.
I don't knoow.

Q. But you dontt know that you communicatcad
any preliminexry [iodings to enybody, whather
Myr. Greentsa fiym or Mr. Hagar ar anyhody at MetLife
pricx o prepavation of your repare?

A. Yes, I mean --

Q- Or prior to bailpg regqueskted to prepave a
raport?

. I'm pura I talke] to Mr. Gresn's firm prior
to thig report and sald, Look, here's what I've come
up with, you Inow, bafore I issued the report, just
pricy te it. And I may bave axid, you know, that I

suspest this or I suspsck that at some point Auring
the conversation. )

. Well, iE's my undayatandipng that you wears
contacked sometime shortly befors preparation of your
report by Mr. Green's firm to ask you to finalire
your rapork.

A, Right.

0. Prior to thakt contack, had you had
digcunaiona with Mr, Gresen's firm aboue your
findinga?

A. I may have. I m=an, there way have baan
some things that I dilspcuaged tEhat, you khow, ralsted
to the final prodoct hars in bEhe rwport, hut I can't
tall you exactly what they were. T wean, things kind
of evolva. '

t. Is it your recollsarion, though, that you
414 have sooe coatast with Mr. Greesn'a firm prior eo
being adked by then to prepare the raport?



k, Wgll, yes. I think we had a ascond
inapsceion on -- T think it*a liated in the report on
Octoheay 27ch, 2004,

Q. Yo wardan't preament at that Inspsction,
were You?

A Yes. 0Oh, I'm acrry. Is that rxight? Yaah,
October 27Tth, 2004, ther= was a sacond inepection. 1

wag present at thak,

G. Do you have any records io your file hare
that Indicate ywou ware in actendance at that
inapactiom=

A The next invodrne, I kEhink, showm that. 1t
includes the reaview of aleno tha material=s that Alcoa
asnt, yeah.

Q. Now, therse's an indicetion in this inveica
of a bllling entry for txranscribe lstter rsport, and
than a faw days latex edit lattor repoxt,
photocapbticna, wount photographs, bind.

A. Yen. :

o Do you know whether the inikisl report that
wis btranecoribed etill exizte? In other worde, tha
raport that exdeted priar ko sditing.

A, No. We just change it on the computer.
You know, she'll maka soms Cypo &rrors or maybe she
types a gentance wrotlg or something and then I have
to corract it ag I vaed ik. 8p I glve it back to her
and ghe jusat changes 1k on the computar hefore we
idgue the Final versicn.

Q. Do you know whether a copy of that initial
documant was sent ouctsida of your offica, either to
Matlifa or to Mr. Green's aoffica?

A Mo, it wuld oot be. We txy ko gat all of

the typo things cut of there we van.
Q. I sa»e your rates have gone up since 2002.

A. Sorry.

Q. You're currently chavging %155 par hour; im
that righk? :

A. Yag, aix.

D. And this invoice -- theare's only the Ews
invoioes, eorrackt?

.. Yas.

a. B0 the firot invoice from your efforts in
2002 and then this secomd involca you've just handed
ue fyowm 20047

A. Correct.

G. And the totsl of ths second involce is
approximatealy #5,2007

A. Yeah. A5 I aaid, that includes btha
voluninons raview of those dooumments that wears ssntc
and then, of courde, the inapaction.

. Yon're welcome,

Ahat wae tha total on the Firat
invalioa?

A, 2,475, .

0. Do you racall whan you Firat received a

EADS- B8 -L.C- 5647
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copy of Mr. Bob Depniatl firs acenm investigakblon
repork?

A. Cecrober 2ath, 2Z004.

0. Io that the= oame dakte thet you received &
copy of hig depomition transoript?

A. Yegr .

Q. m your own rEport on the flrek pags, thare
ars five itema listed a= haying heen revieswsd by you
ko, T asmume, reach your oplnions and prepare thia
raport, Othay than the nates and phobographsa baken
by yout oo July 2, '02, did you radelve Y] of cthe
other irems at the same time, that October IBth, '04.
date?

A All thes other itess?

0. The dorumentation of cilr
teating of Ford Bronco performed by
Ltd. report of fire mcene inveatigation authorsd by
My. Bob Demnia, Ttemn 2 through 5.

F Inmnay hava. I don't Jnow, I don't have --
mayhe thare's a lattar iz hers, but I don't think
. I dan"t bave a letter to verify that.

0. Mow, that firmt item refersnoss notes.
You've alraady phown ua the photographs that you kock
from that day. Do you have coples of your notey herms
ag well?

A, Yaa.

Q. May I ase thome for a second?

A. Sure. Thia is of the initial inspection.

Q. ¥Wers thesa poras actually cekan by you BL
tha palvage yard, I guexm where you inmpected tha
vahicola?

A. Hotice the greass gpok. Yes,

Q. Bo wa'va gat two shesets of yellow lined
papar with mooe handwritrten notes. And this 1s your
handwricing?

h. Yaz, opir.

Q. Al theme warsa bahind Tabh Mumber 4 or part
of Tab Fupber 47

A, Part of Tab Huyphey 4. How, I hava soms
additional notas that ware taken aftar that thak I
cansider to be notes.

Q. Ckay, wWall, let we amk you thia: Looking
at your report, Itewm Mumber 1 that refers to, and I'm
gmatibg, Hotes and photogrsphs taken by ms on July 2,
inod, of the ingident, 19%% Ford Bronco owned oy
Dr. Emila Barrow, are thess twn pages that yon'wva
handed ma all of the notes taken by you an July 2,
208279

A, ¥Yen. 2002, yea.

qa. And when vou reafear to -- Y want to make
aure this im clear. wWhen you rafer Lo notes and
photographe taken by me on July 2, 2002, yom're not

intending to refsr bo thasa addicional notes that yoo
were juzet Lalking about a pesccond ago, ars you?

ERdS 0251 C-E548
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A, I pxy hava nagqlactad ko iisk xoma off
thege. This wap on the review of che
elvcultry/componeant tesatfing of the Ford Bronco thab
Are not -- that are not completced on Juiy 2nd, 200z.
Tthey wara done laker, of course, after I got tha
docomentakion.

1. You may bhave forgottan to refersnce chope,
but thisa particular Faragraph 1 that's liated iz
relferring to thege two pagen of nobesy

A Yes, air.

Q. Okay. Well, I can't think of a Tetbtar way
to do this, but I can't really read your writing very
wall, =5 I'm golng to ask you to try to read it fox
ma. Leb's atark with -- I left thoss in the ordar
you handad them to ma. I don't know whethar there ia
any giguificonce to the order. Can you tell we 1E
there 1u7

A. Paaeibly not, because somebimes you'll go
kack and look at sowathing or you need ancther page.
It'a too voluminoua and you put it ot a geparata
pagm, B you can't tell the ordering exactly Erom the
docyment .,

. Falr encugh. Then just staytimng with the

page that's on top thers, can you read to ms whatlz
an the page?

A Okey. The firast thing iz a VIN nuwher,
It's 1PEMSHIIL The next line is 99X plus
milea, 5.8 liter enginm. The next lipns ig cellular
powar boomk antermma found in pasEsnger b on
driverts side., A/C condenssr on right-hand gide not
walted, aignificant burn pattern on laft-hand aide,
ralay fums group lafb-hand side engins, arcing on
terminal comnectnr approximately 073 diameter wire.

Q. Befors you g9 on, ls that the last sntry on
that page?

A. Yea.

- Eafore you swlich pages, what, if anything,
is the significance of that last sntry you just r=ad
ma about --

A Well, that's in the power 2istribobtion bax
arsa on tha laft-hand gaide of the engina
coppaykpant. And basically I santed to show the
diameter of ths wirs in caps we did mome destruccive
tasting later and actually traced the wire back ioto
tha pasaarpyar compartmant fusa box, or wherever it
went. It ot sure avactly, Buk I wanted to at
laapt document the dlameter of the wire for that

purpose.

Q. nid yon swar go back and do any sort of
desitrurctive teating whara you traced back rhat wive?
. A Ho, not really, because aftex I Linisbed wmy
ipveatigmtion, I did not find any othear area of
activity wicthin the wahicle, slactrical activity ko
agoount for that poasibkly. And than sacondly, tharas
woera no third-party add-ones to the vahicle that



failed that oould have caused that. 3o it wasn't
nacaasary, af far am I wae concarned, buk I did
docunent 1t juat in capms.

Q. Okay. ILat's go ob Eo that sacond page.

A. This dotouments the oellular power boost
antemna. It'se & Nokia typa HFU-2Z. I think thise 1o a
parial mumbar: XG 44012BA0020005. IE"o made in
Finland, It hag a hlack holder with 2 3 amp fupa on
e of Cha lines. Tt tastad ckay. It wman't blowm.

Thars wag a red wire co a red atriped,
Elaah, black wire. 'The red wire to yellow holder had
a il amp. ARd I put "gquestion mark® becauge I didn't
verify tha fusw amparagm, but it was not hlown., It
was atill okay. I did say that.

The oranga wire went to a yallow
holdar, had a 3 amp with a *gquestion wark®™ again.
But 1t alspd wam not blowm. Youn comld vismally oes
that, aAnd I also think I cestmd cthe vokt matsr.

S5c ae I said in the raport, I
allninsted the Hokla power booat a5 a cause or a
factar in the fire.

Q. Now, mt th= cime of thia particalar
inspection, you said Mr. Malnar waas there Lxom Ford
Motor Company aF wall.

A, Yes, gir, I helisve so,

a. Did sither yon or ha or both of you make
any afforts ta pragerve physloally the piece of arcead
wiring that you chaarved that you referenced on the
firat page of your notes?

A It wvag in the ssme condition that we found
it. It was located in tbat bundle of wires cthat
orlginally comeiatad of the powar di=tributicn booe.

0. 5o bewving obgarved it and completad your
inapection, what happensd with the vehicle, ag far as
you kmow?

A. I can't say. I owman, wa covaved 1t up with
atarp, or ¥ did, whep it wag iafr. I don't know LF
thay moved it agein or oot or Lif they laft Ac in the
same locarion.

Q. When you arrives] to inapect the vehicle,
was tha baod vp ar down?

A, It wapg down, I think I photegraphed that .
Et alse had the tarp on 1t, as yvou Can sea in the

photographs .

Q. Okay. And obwioualy, to inapect the engine
proparly, you had to oper the hood, correct?

A Correct.

o. 9id yon closs tha hood whan you weare done

with cha inmpaction?

A. Yaa.
Q. Fut the tarp back on?
A. Tea,

Q. Do you know whather the wvehicle was woved
by the palvages yard to Ehe location whers you
inapected 1t, or whathar you aimply had to go where
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it was that they wamra gtoring it? Do you wnderstand
what I'm asking?

A. Yen, T understand, I think it was the
original location that wa looksad at, ¥ can't
recall., It's been g long time.

Q. Okay. Now, I underscand chat it has been a
long time. You wera cut thare on Octobar 27ER of
this year to chasrve ancther inapection of the
vehicle?

A Uh-huh.

Q. WWas it in tha szmms lacaricn when yom went
out there on October 27th aa it was when you
inspactad it in 20427

A. ho.

O. It was nok?

A. Ho.

. The vehicle bhad been oovedt?
A. Yem.

Q. Juet cut of curiosity, I guesa, wiven you
ware ak the October 27, 2p04, inapection, wera you
abls ta locabw and idantify tha aveed pleca of wiring
that you referanced in your notbeg?

A. ¥eah. I took a photograph of it. ILk's in
the photographa. 1 think it's in the report alsc, 1f
I'm not mistakan, Yaah, that's Phocograph 16,

Q. ¥Wall, pevhaps you didn't onderatand my
queation. I wderstond that Photographa 1 through
18, plus all of thess photographs you produced were
genarated during your July 2, 20402, ingppactlen; isn't
that corvackt?

A Yesm, sirT.

Q. Okay. 50 my gquestion, though, was at the
time of the October 27, 2004, inspaction, wera yon
able to locace this elactric arc beading as
idantifiad in yonr gcaption of Photograph Humbar 157

A, I wasn't agked tao,

Q- You weren't asked to?

A BNo.

Q. Wobauly at tha ingpection asked you to show
them wherse that wag?

A, Not wee. T waan't agked to.

Q. I 2ea. What was the purpeose of your helng
at tha inmpection, jumt out of curicolty?

A, I agseuma if somathing alsa reaulted frem
the inapection, say, 1f your inveatigatar had fowursd
something that we wnuld be able o look at it st the
same Cime, mopatbhing new.

Q. Did you look in the spgine compartment at
allz

A, Just curaorily.

Q. Pid the mngin= compartment appear to be in
tha same gonditiorn as you had photogreaphed it in
20027

A. There was a piege of cardbcoard miseing, T
think, f£zrom that. But othar than that, no.



Tepore .

Q. Hoe, let's talk about this Photogragh
Number 1% and some of the gooolusionz in your
rapork. On Page 2 of your report in, I queams, the
third full pearagraph om that page it beginzs with tha
worda "on the 1laft plda.* Da you e wheare I'm
refarring toy

A Which paragraph?

Q. Tha third full paragraph on Page 2 of yvour

A. ¥eo.

Q. It raada: On the left aida of the angins
compartment. ¥ obZarved the rémaine of wiring where
the MIB (Power Distributlon Box) wes located and
axtending back toward the engios bulkhead. In the
locwtioo of the PDB, I digcovered a terainal
ccnneckny exhibiting aleckric arc basding.

In that alactric arc heading what is
dooumanted in your Photograph Fumber 1F as atrtached
to the report? .

A iz .

ft. Dif you take any other phobographs beaides
Photograph Mumber 1§ thet dooumsnis tha axlacance of
that condition?

A. M, I did not.

Q. Tha neaxt pencence raads: Further away fron
the terminal coonector in the wiring harneas, T founad
fusaing of elackric wires.

oid you taks a phcktograph of che
fusing of the electxic wireg?

h. ¥Yea. I think that'a part of the additional
photographs intluded in the origina] report. I
believe so., Here's wbat should be part of cne of
thege (indication). If vou'll lock on the back as

far ma the mimher. vou can docunent which cna ic is.
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Yo --

Q. You've hapded pe a document -- a
photograph, actually, with a designation on the back,
R3I-P15., Xe'm gok, I quepn, 3 pan heing ussd as a
pointer; {a that corract?

A. Teg. .

Q. And it'a pointing to aoma wirdng. T¢ looks
1ike some oopper-colored wiring: is that corrack, or
rust-colored wiring? I'm ot sure.

A. It's copper wiring. It's in tha wiring
haynegn.

a. And it's your -- your contenticon ia that
thoge are fused electric wires; is that correcc?

A, Yan, or arec gouge, one of the two. IL
depeands on your uee of texmlnology.

o. fan you tell ae what axartly are fused
elactric wires? What are yon -- what wonld you tell
a jury that mesns?

A. It meane the wires are bondad togebher
elmotricelly, essentially.
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o. Doad that mesn they neltad togethex?
A, Yam, from heat snerqgy.
Q. Are thoae wireds ag depleoted 1lh this

phatograph R3-P15, are they insulated?

A. RYI -- 1a that --

0. That'a the same photogqraph. I juat hawve an
BXLTH oOfla.

A. Ooriginally they wers. The insulation, of
couras, hag been burnsad avay by the mnauing fire,

But originally they wara, Or ghould ha, lat's put it
that way.

o. Of what significance do you find this fusad
wiribg to be in terme of vour opinions cffarad in
this case?

A The aignificance is that it further locakan
the area of origin of tha fire within the wvehicle.
It's part of tha wiring harnesg that ts slectrically
energized. And that's baalcally ik,

C. 8a it's near the wiring harneas and itk wanm
alettrically anarglized.

A Hear it. It wam part of tha wiring
harnsas.

Q. It was part of the wiring harmess?

A. a5,

Q. Is it your zontention that thera was xoma
gort of 8n arcing in this locoation that caussd tha
firm?

A I don't think thar 1a probable a= tha

previcas arcing that wa chaarved abk the connactar,
bacausa, f£irst of all, it's mora winox in natura. It
could caume a fira. I'm not saying it didn't. But
aarondly, it doean't netch the patterna that I see on
the vehicle itmel¥. Ikt meamo to ba -- ar fron what
my snalysis proves, it's a sscondary reault of the
fira. But I can't eliminats it antirely aa a
poeaibla caunas of the fiye,

Q. 890 vhen you gay a "reaault of the Fire,* do
you mean to gay that theae wires wer= energized and
inpulaked, attacked Ly the fire, and wiven the
insulation barned away, they contacted eash othaer
while atill anerdgli=zadr

A, Yeah. They don't necessarily have to --
this is the problem you have with a number of wirsns,
That wire may not ba initlally enerqgized. IE may he
a result. chat it was smnsrgized as a result of the
firs mtarcing in the power digtribution box canaing
the ensuing arcitug later on. You can"t predick
sonatitas in & fire exactly whare the wires will bhe
compromlesd firae. Thak's vhy it's oniy uassd ag a
general locatign af ehe arigin.

Q. Iz 1t poosible that these wirea were
attacked by B fire while energized?y

k. That'x what asgentially I eaid, is that I

conaider this to be laap likely tha cause of tha firs

EROS-DOS C-£584
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than the ariginal photogeaph that wa locked akc.

Q. I see. Tha original photograph being
Fumbat 16 attachad to your rapart?

A. Yeun,

Q- ¥ouw, why do you comoldey, for insfance, the
location in Fhotograph Huomber i6 as the 1ikely
locakion of tha cause of tha Firae?

A. Filrot of all, that'a a power disctribution.
Yhat*s kind of a gource area for powar From the
vehicle. Tha battery flows power ko this power
diakribution box, and it goea thereafrer chrough
ralays, connactora and such to tha variocca peolnta of
the vehicla.

Jecondly, the patterns on the vehiole
match that being the crigin of tha fire, thakt baing
tha powar distribution box. And then thars may be
anothay reaason. We'll have ta gat inte more datail.

Q. Okay. Can you btall me whak you understansd
the purpose of the powsar distribubion bok 1 the
vehicla eo ba? -

A. My mundaxstanding iz genarally it's used for
thinga much asn tha startcar relay -- youn'll have fuges
for che starksr relay coil, trailer add-on, you hnow,
conmaction atk the back. And than it almo fawds the

fugs panal inmide the passenger compartmant, cartaln
clrcufcs in thak.

Bo it's kind of an Initiation point,
generally speaking, of aither higher amperage items
or poasibly fasdiog of, as I saild, tha fuge pansl box
in the paspangey compartment.

- To your mowledge, are there ltems that are
powered by the battery cn the vehlcle whers tha
currant doad not comae throogh the power distyibnciom
box?

A. I didn't cherk that, but T baliaye theare
ara., Thars may ba ancthar scurcs for the panel
Ineide tha paasspnger compatrtment to receive power
other than ths power distributicn box. But I'd have
to go back and chack. I'm not eartmin on thak.

Q. If all of Eha -- jusat hyportherically
speaking, 1f all of the electrical power in the
vahicle runs from tha battezry through the powar
diatribution box ko the varioua locations that ie
neads £o ba in tha car, and tha powar dlatribucion
box ware attacked first by the Fire az opposed to the
fire starting in the power distribution hox, wonld
vou gtil]l expsckt toc sae somea sort of elsckrical
arcing?

A Ho. In a lot of cassa -- I can't say

encirely -- that I conld sliminabe satirely. But
typitally, whim you get & Lire in the angins
compartment like that -- I*ve looked at & number of
thasa thittigs -- you dop't Lind eny avreing activity in
tha power dismtribotion box necassarily beacanps the
battury -- bacimpe of the tomperaturs inelds tha

ERDS-005-L 0-8ass
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engine compartmant faile the battexy. It gets so hot
in thers that the batbtery is unable to produce
urrant .

How, thak's not saying in svery cama
that occura, bhecause chrioualy thera's drafring anxd
othar lesues that are involvad. But I have seen a
lot of diffarent casss wheave you dncw it started in
tha angine compartment and you dan't see any activity
in tha power dimtribution box.

+ Ie it posaible for wiring within the power
distribution box to bhe acttackmd by a fire apd exhibir
=migna of arcing as & reawlt aof its inanlarion herming
axay s

A. Yog, I would say it's posgible, but not
probahia in this cass.

Q. And the rsmson that you aay it'a not
probabla in this cassa imy

A. Well, there's & nunbur of things I
manticned bafora. The fira pattearns on the vehicie

do not support an extarnal fire. Thay aupport an
inkarnil firs, and sven ta the point of directing the
fira baak toward the power discribution box.

Q. Anything elas?

A The lorality of the gther arcing, again,
piaces the orlgin in chat viciniey in tha wiring
harnasa. A= I mald bafays, I can't aliminace that
antiraly as not being the crigin point, buct fxom the
factora that I gawve you baform, it dossn't appear ta
ba the most likely.

Q. How, we deposed the Ooachlita Parish Ffire
department Eirs marsball yesterday who inveatigabed
thia fire on behalf of tha firs departmenr, and he
keastifiad that he belisved the fire startsd in the
angine covpartment based on the fire danage. And
whan I asked him if the sams mort of fire partarns
and damage could hava acccurrsd in the angine
compartment of the vehicle if a fixe had entered the
vahicle at tha frone and lefr portion of it, he
agraed chat thakt wam, in fackt, posaiblde. Do you
digagras with thak?

A. Yeah, I would disagree.

Q. Why wolld you disagras with thae? what 214
you chasywva of tha spgine compartment of th= vehicle
that ia, I suppose you'd say, damage bo that engine

compartment that would oonbtradick the possibility of
a fire having entersed tha vehicie from outsides of ic7?
R. Well, T bhave several fectorm. I mesn, you
ogan foonyg io on just tha arsa of thke PDB, Lha powvar
diatribution box, and lock at the damaga Lhare mEe
nenticned by Mr. Dennda. I concnr that the damace 1
mch worse in the area of the power distribution bex
than it im om the orposite 2ide of the engine block.
Q. ¥hkea you gay "the apposlbe aida of the
engine biock, ¥ you mean over on the right-hand eide?
A. Correct, whare tha -- you can actually see

ERGS-B03-LC-BE3E
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some alumirmm componemts leit, some of the hoaiog
that's -- I'm talking about the right-hand aide --
for tha air conditioning and ather alastomaric honas
charred but still in a vialble state of original
canfiouration; wharead when you loock on the laft aide
whare tha powar diperibution box is, the hoges are
gons. You mas soma malting or beginning melting of
tha aluminum at the top of the anginse block towazrd
that direction. There's some other factora 1ike
chat. And thea, of couras, the salactrical activicy
that confirmad the origin send cause of the firs.

But having said that, there are other
facktora sven fuvtheyr cor that tel}l you that a fire
gtarted on the left sids sxternally to Ehis vehicle

ir not prohable in thia case.

Q. wWhat other factors ara thosa? Ara they
factora that you ohaerved in inspecting the vehlole?

A. Yes. And the noat parcionlar thing -- E
kkink this is fairly intereating ia I believe your
expart oplned that the Fire started externally. Tha
only way you could bava the damage to this lefit fronk
tirs ix with an extarnal fira. But what he falled to
reoconizes is the fact that we have g =mideswvall hers
that's paxrfactly intact.

How, what thmat talls you iz that this
fire that originally started, this sidewall 18 --
thig tira i infiatard. Rnd at some polat efeer thix
Fire spread, the tire deflated. Now, you can oee
whara it daflatad at bacausa this tirs has rateted on
tha rim hacauss they drug the veahicle ouk af the
garags. And you ses the damage at the top is much,
rmich worga. In fact, it has penatratad all the way
down co the rim iteslf.

Hew, 1f you rotate this tire back to
itd priginal position whers this is on the bottom,
the= protected ares ism ocn the botecm and this damaged
area is on the top, wall, you find this ie locatsd
mear the back elde of this rim, This is Lhe froat of
the vahicle on tha left side of the photograph

{indicating). Thiz is toward tha raar [indicacing}.
The powar dimtribution box i1a in this viciniecy
[indicating) . wWhere do yom gee moat of the damage?
Right there to that tire [Indlcabing).

And that fire in the powex
distyibution box caused the daflation of the Eire
which protected this axea. If you had an sctarnal
fira, this slidawml]l would have been demaged ag well
as thi= other portion of tfire. Thatc's not tha caass
in this fire. :

Secondly, your expert opined that --

Q. Lak ma stop you for a second. Who do you
nean by my expert?

A. M. Hewall, I belipve 1t was that saild
that -- T aspum= he's your expart. But h= said that
tires do not drip. wWell, I would agree to a certain
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extent they don't drip becauge the badn body of the
tire ila compriasd of » carbonata -- highly <carbon
ayntheecic typa of palyner material. Put portions of
tha tirs are comprised of plastic -- ar pome sort of
elaatomeric plastic material that dosa drip. You can
gee that on Che rinm whers this whitewall has drippad
down ko the rim iteelf.

8o what I8 that of importanca?® The
lmportanca ig that you can get this meteriat on fire

-amnd it ean drip dowm to the £loar lewal, And

ohwlously, whan thie tire daflated, partions of
this -- juat a4 very omall portion of this tire wap
peill left axposed at the hottom. And you can ees
that where it's burning. Thak would accoumb for the
radiate heat rhat you would gsat from the laeft wall
that came back to this tire and aleo helped engsge
the ranalnder of the tire. oOkay. That's aone
Eactor.

Tha othey factor ia --

Q- Let m= atop you for a Becond just to make
surs that -- cao you tell zw what the degignation 1z
onl the back of that phatograph?

A. Znra. OFf courss, I'va taken pevaral, butb
thia 1a R2-P24. Thera's anothery plicture of R2-P23
that shows tha dasmage area maore clopely and how it
axtends iato the main bulk of tha tires, not jusk on
the externsl side. IL's complebely across the tire
icamls.

Kow, that can't happem from -- by the
way, thar can't happen from dabris falldown becpuss
that tire {a protacted by a fender and a hood. And
you can't have debris anaking under ths fenderwalX
and causing that tire to catch on fire at the bop of
it firmt. That's physically inpoasible.

Thae other yeaspon -- do you want bo ask
me guesticns about that or --

a. Yen, I &, oo hold on. The firat gquaeation,
and maybe & little bit wore genericelly, neilther of
theaa photographs ara ineluded in your report; ia
that correct, tha two that you just ldentlffed?

R. Correct. T malnly focuaed in the rapork
abocut the powar disktribution bax. I djdn't
mention -- well, I d4id menticn Fire patterna, but T
didn't go into that becadoe we have thils depcsition
amyway. I knew it was conmlng up.

Q. How, a wore substantive guestion. You sald
that this firs could not be caused to burn from the
top, as you'va opined, hy drop-dosm?

Fi Correct.,

Q. Bacaude it's protected by the fender or the
wheslwall?

A. Bnd alse, you haws t3 remember that the
hood {5 protectad by a fiberglaaa. Usuaslly they have
a fiberglams insulation in the hood that procacrs
soas of that area. But that goes to my second point



about tha fire pattearns. And we can gakb involved in
thar, 1f you want to, oxr ask some more gquestlong

about this.
Q. ¥Well, let'a hold off on the next iaaue.

What is your rheory of how thia cire
becomes Involved in thae tlre aince it cannot ba
iguited by drop-down?

A. Tha powar dlatribution box ignited
initially. It buxnt the plaptica in that area,
whatever oil bhad accumulated on the surfaces from the
uzsa of the éengine through the 38,000 miléea. You have
alms hraka fluid that eventuslly -- tha reserveir i=s
plastic. It melcs, adds an additicenal foel load,

¥ou also bave sbthanol glycol and Ehe
antifreeze repervolr located at che upper left. Yoo
have plastica like ths ailr cleaner containery chatcra
locatsd on that same wall. All of thoxe items
provida combustion. ¥ow, they don't combust
conpletaly at ths point that chlg power distribution
box catches on fire, becauss ag Mr. Fawell -- he was
correct abogk the fack. Ik'a like a fryipg pan 1lid.
You do get gome conbustion, but because there's lack
of piygean becannas the hood cantains the firam, watil
thoae fumes get cutoide, some of them are not
corbusted. And that tends to corrsepoml to whak
Dr. Barrow baw, his initial impresdion of eseing the
fire sahout tha flamas of tha hood area.

And they alpo come out the side, and
that's what Ignited the tire, the sitdewall of -- Etha

glda fandary area, laft frone fender arsa aa things
progress,

Q. ¥han you say they come out the side,. that'a
what I'w trying to understand. The combustiblae that
you eay ignited the tire, how did theay get to the
tirs throwgh tha Ffandar af the wvahiclay

R Wall, thara's nsually aither a plastic, or
thare may not &ven ba plastic chare that covars that
fanday area. Buk you can =es that there's no oatel
covar of that tire, 1f you mean lika an innar fandar
covar. Bacausa yor can eEem in my photograph how bchat
is open right down to the tira, You ¢an actually ses
the rim in the view of thisa sugine compartment om
Photograph 15. You can see the tirs in the
background chare further down kelow., I think thera's
a laft aide view alac that shows tha pther tire
similarly axpopsd,

- 8¢ whatever covered it either was not
covarad, which I suspeot is oot the cese. IE
probably was a plastic. Bacausa I've got Fords, and
I know that thay usa the plastic there to covar the
fendeary. IE's corrosion rsaiptent. It's a cood
material for that purpos=. But cthat alec adds to the
flammability as the firs goas as far ap owelting and
then providing a path for tha fire tn gat aur fyom

ER®3-085-1 C-ppag
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tha sngine conpartment.

. This Fhotograph Nupbar 15 thakt oy just
referenced, can you -- you have the ocriginal photos
in your report.

. Yesh, ikt's actually -- yesah, T da. IkE'm 15
in the raport.

Q. Blght. This 15 my only copy of the report
am well. Hera's my quedtion for you. TIm Phatagraph
Wumbar 15, can you tell me whare tha powsr
distribution box ig locatedy

1 Can you aes that pink cord thers
{indlcatingl? It's in that area.

Q. I sze two pink oords, actuslly. I aas anm
right naxt to A taps measure and then ooe --

F Wsll, it*m the further ome back. I
actually hawve a picturs of it if your'd like to pee
how it was ariginally configured. I thought it would
ba nice to ghaw you to asglist in your underatanding
of whara 1t was locatard. Thim i= from Eha
docementation that you furnished, but 1t'e in this —-
right here in thip area {indicating}. It's pimilar
to vhat my 350 fa. I've gat a fruck. It'p a similar
type of copfiquration, althouwgh the alx ¢leaner comas
in hare with a different confisuration (Indicating).

. Ckay. Thia i= a docupsnt. IL reads

Prodiioed by Ford svar hare in the cornec?

A. Yeah. This wis proticed by ~- ae part af
that doomantatcion in tha wiring harnesa.

Q. duet for the record, then, I*1ll tell you
that I reprssent |G 1 -

R. Right.

Q. Mr. Swinnen reprsssnts Ford. Both
covpanlies have produced domapepce and ldentified
then, Bo I'n not aure which documents yoil're
referring to when you aay "doctinants you produced®
pntil T &me aomékthing like this in the corner.

A Yaah, Unfortunately, your documencs, I
belisve, had & newber, an sxhibit number that you
oould refar to. Buk this was part of the PFord
preacentation or furnisleent of documents, and T dontt
dee a ounber on bthat.

Q. But this dociwmnt has a Litle at the top,
151 1 Component Location Views.

h. Yeah. This 18 what you'd ses in the
EeTvicAa mamuail I bhink thet illugtrateaz whak
particular componenta are.

Q. Talking sbout the Ford Bromco vehicla Eraom
a front-to-back perspective, 1s the power
distribution box located to the front of or directly
abova or to the rear of the lefk front tire of the

vahicle?
A, To the reary of the laft front Eirs. PFrom

the centar line straight up, it wonld ba fopard the

rear gection.
Q. Dkay. Kow, Is the location of the pawar
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distributiom bhox opan to Ehe flaoor, open to che
gronund 7

h. Wall, obvicusly thars i an opening down
there. It'a -- rhara ia an opening initially in the
original vehicle, yes.

Q. Wall, in other worde, it's not locatad
dizrsctly above the fander?

A. It'a attached to the lefk aide of tha
fender as shown in thi= diagram.

. Okay. »And yvounrve indicated rthat a fire
gould not drop dowa on top of the tire becauss of tha
prasence of the fender. Isn't that your bteskimory?

A. The hood. The hood is a metal chject. You
zan have burning embers f£all down on that hood, but
they would produce a diffayant pattearn than what we
Aaa in cthia case.

Q- I smn. But it's your testimony that jitemn
can drop down on top of & kdre Eyom within the angine

conpartment lteemlfy
A. Evantually, beoause that plastic covar ovar

tha whaalwell bacomss compronissd from the haat of
fire and withar malt= or it falls away, and you get
that situation.

Q. S0 whan you ipditially refearrad to tixe
baipg protected from drop-down, what you're calking
aboak 1g drop-down from the ceiling ebove in rha
garage?

A ¥Yeq, thak'a carract. Thare was some
mention that thers waa a peasible fire in the ceiling
that droppad dowml debrda aither on the car or on the
1sfe front arem of the Bronco -- in front of tha laft
front Hronco. Tha part about it dropping down on the
vahicle icgel€ im not probahle thar it canged rhip
fire.

Q. Do you have apn underptanding or an opiniocn
as to what direction thae fire Eravelad within thas
engine cospartnent fron whevs you have opinsd that It
originated?

A Tea.

Q. Can you tell ua that?

. It cama ouk the front throwgh the grille.
It ales came out the 3ide laft wheasalwell, the lefL
wvheelwsall. And likely it came cut alao betwesn
tha -- gap betwean the hood and che windshdald, you
would amy, right there where it has 8 hinge. Thase

thraa arsan.

Q. I you hava any photographs of the grills
arsa of tche vahiclez?

R. ¥eg, poveral. o©Ona, of courme, is
Fhotogragh Hamber 4 that glvea a general viaw of tha
grilla. Her4's -- I suppope that's sbout the same as
Fhotograph Wumber 4 1n cha report {indicacing}.
Hete's a good one of both the left and right aides.
This wuld ba Rl1-P03 would give you tha laft z1dm of
the grille, and then we have the right side on Bi-F1.




Q. Kow, aach of these phwtograpbhs that we'rs
raferring Lo are actually contained in your binder,
carreck?

A. Yax, thay ahcald be, Let ma douhla
varify,

Q. They're bahind Tak Fumber 67

A Yea. Those are the two that we're looking
at right thare.

Q. How, the photographs thar you'wve jusg
referzred to are plcturas of tha vehicla from the
outaidse. Do you have any photographs of, let'ms may,
the reverss of thosa? In other wordse, the inkernal
glde of the grille area, for instence, whare the
radiator might bae.

A. No. I hava a top down view that shows

damage to the top of tha radiatox on the left aide.
And Ehat's part of ona af the sther photographs. But
I didn 't take & picture of the ineide.

Q. Do you have any documentcation of, for
inmtanta, damage to the radiatory

A Aa I maid, the top aida secrion that shows
tha top edgs that's damaged by the fira as it comsg
out of the hood toward the fronk.

a. Tooking at Phatograph Humber &, that locka
like a top down shot of the engine compartment,

A In tha report?

Q. In your reaport, yea.

A. Tes.
Q. Is the radiator shown in that photograph?
A, Yas.

Q. Is 1t baslcally juat to the left of the
tapsa measnure thar’a in the photograph?

A. Yea.

Q. Juet to the right of tha tapsa measurs aboit
inn the center of tha photograph, thers appears Lo he
moma sort of a hosa. Do you asa that?

A. You'ra ktalking about further over towmrd
tha canter Line of the vehicle?

Q. Yes.

A. Yem. That's tha radiator hose.

Q. A fairly wide black hoas?

A. Tan.

Q. Do you Imow what that material is made of?

A. I don't know exactly. I'd have to go bacgk
and loock, but it, of couras, has been degraded by the
fire.

Q. Is it combustible?

A. Again, I'd have to go back to check, It
probably dosam since it fs a plastia at some point
provides soma sort of fumea that will combust, but
not -- I don't kmow that ie will sustain combustion.
I'd have to check that.

Q. Did vou find any svidence in the angine
compariment of deastroyed ar melied wiying ar wizring
that didappasred complately asz a result of the fira?
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A, ¥Not other than -- ho, I can't say that E
did find any thar just disappaarad as a result =f the
fire. Thate way he poma, but I can't say that I
found sowme that did chak .

Q. S0 you'rye not pure whether there was wiring
that wvae cospletsly consumsad by the fire?

o Thexe may ba. T can't ba sure. But I
didn't find any that exhibited malting of thak
nature.

0. 8till looking at Photograph Hember & juskb

above where we've talked gbout the radiator hoge
baing, it looks lika thers ara s coupla of intake
areag right wvhera I‘va just pofnted.

A. Caoxrect.

Q. Do you know what thope ars?

A. It'A air intake, probahly fresh afr, I
Ehink. I'1]1 hawve to g0 kack aod lock. But probably
fresh alr intake for the carbureticn system -- or not
thae carboration, but throttle injection eystem.

Q. 8o thara ara not supposmad te be any hosas
or anything attachasd to thoese, are chers?

A. ¥eah.
Q. There are?
A ¥You oan aee the origimal rebteindimg ring on

that. Do you paa that olamp that's =2till on the end
of 1t?

Q. Yed.
A, Which indicates thara wam a hosm om: it
originally.

Q. 8o would tha fack Fhat they don'c appear in
this picture be gome avidence that they were consumed
in the fire?

A, Y¥ea. Thoae homes were probably conasumed,
but they've much laas of a snbeatantial wa?l than a
radiator hosa, pay. A radiator hose has a lok of

presgure on it.

Q. When you pay "a lok of presgura on it," do
yoe mean Froo wichine

A. From the hsar, bolling of water. I wean,
there"s more presaure in the fact that you've got
woter that you have to contain. It's much more
pubatantial in wall thicknesa than it would he for
alr.

Q. Ckay. How, you've indiceted in your report
and ¥ think in your bteastimony today that yoi've
raviewad Mr. Dennig* fire investigation raport and
hin deposition testimony, corrackty

A. Yea, eir. .

0. And are you aware that even when Mr. Dennis
inve=tigaced the fire scene, the vebhicles had already
hean rsmovad from the garmgo?

A. Yox.

Q. And are you awars that aven when WMr. Dennis
inventigated the fire ocene, the garage had, in fact,
baan cleanad ouk of all af its contants?
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A. I think gn. I paw a photograph, one of his
photographa or a Xevoxsd copy of 1t. IE looked 1ike
thera had bean removal of debris f£rom that.

Q. Ard are you aware rthat he was not even ahle
to examine, Eor inatance, all of the Elghting

fixturas in the garage as a result of them having
already been cleaned sut af the garage?

A, Correct..

2. And it's your position today that you

- oo with his oomelusiona?

- Yen, pretty mich. You'd have to be more
apacific, but I coocur with his area of origin.

Q. What d you understand his area of origin
ta ba?

A. He -- ag I underatand it, b= said the area
of origin wag in the vioinity of the power
diptribution box area inaide the angine comparemant
of ths Ford Hronen. And ha may have gona om fuxther
ko say that it was =apentizally in the powsr
distribution box itself becpuse he found fused wires
thara.
. So lek = make surs T updaratand this.
Dmpplka tha fact that you yourself never had an
cpportunity tc chaarve the scens of tha accident and
despite tha f£act that the wveshiclas and avarything
alas was removed from the garage bafore evan
Mr. Demnis impestigated the £ire acene, ik'as your
opinion thet his conclusicns are scund, and you, in
faot, concmr with them?

h. At least what I'va gean £rom the

photographa ac far. How, if yon could show me
acmathing that's contradictory to that, then I would
cartainly ks willing to conaider it. But Exom what
I'm seeing bafore, plus che evidence and the patterns
on tha wehicle itaslf, I conour with his apinion.

Q. Do you -- you'ra aware that Mr. Dennis waa
at the fire scens oo March i4th, 20462, correct?

h. 1'd have to look at hiz xeport to get the
exact dete. Yes, March rdth, 2002,

Q. Which is the day immediately followling the
date of Cha firey

A. Yan.

Q. So your statement to thet unless we can
ahow you photographs of some additional svidense that
would contradict what you're aaying, you're satisfied
with his conclusicne and your own, Correckt?

A Carrect. Tnless it's somathing subatantial
that -- I mean, everybhody can have thely opinion, uk
what I'va @ean B far dossn't conkradict his opinion.

Q. Well, would it be falr to say that no
dafendant in this litigation could peasibly have
phokographs of awy ewidence fram rthat garage that
would pradate My, Dannda' oo the ld4th?

i, Again, if you logk at the patterne and Exrom
what I read from He. Dannix' depositlon and what I
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maw on the photograph, this was not a ceiliog level
fira. Tha damage would be different than it is ino
this oase.

Q. I dido't ask you whether It wars a celling
leval fira., My guesstion i, would it be f£air co say
that oo defendant in thix cass can have photographs
of anything that was in the garage that predata
Nr. Denonis' photographs that could scmehow contradict
or ba additional evidencs that you'd like to sea that
would affect your opinion?z

A. BAgain, tha aram of origin as the fire
imvastigatar places it precludes you don't hawve ko
oxamine everything in that houss to determinhe a cause
of fire. If you have determined the ares of orlgin
of tha fire bolrg the vehicle, you &o not have ko
have photographx af svarything aor avery item that ia
poagibla cugpect as causs of firxrs 1mlass you have
soma proof that it is. And the fire patterms do not
match that.

Q. Wonrld it hn fair to =zay that even if thera
hed beecn soma obher procf of Ehe firs starting
sooewhare alse in the garage, whether a fire
Intenciconally sst underneath the vehicle ar
otharwipe, it waan't there for Mr. Dennis to find
when he arrived ak the scens, and it cearbtaicly wasn't

thers far any defendsnt invastigator to find?

R T don't know that I ¢an aay yes or no from
that -- tha way you've possd the guesticn. I'm
gorry. Yom'll have toc repesat the gqueasktioa.

Q. Tha garage was clasned ocut before
Mr., Demmilg evan gob theéere, coxrecst? You'rs aware af
that?

A. Yes. But yoixr wonnld doa thac in a oecrmal
oourgas anyway of firs invescigation ta look &t the
patterns on the floor, ths patberns on tha wall, the
pattern on the calling which wvas availakle for
r. Dennis or your expert to examine.

Q. Juat for record purposas, not far my axparc
to mxsmina. Buk to ask a question, Mr. Dennis didn't
gat toc examine any avidence, for inatancs, alomg the
walls of the garage, did ha?

A, Ha mald ha lookad at a raceptacle, a
fluoregcent light, I bellave, in hiz dspomition ax
soms other device that he logked at aa a marter of
conraa. But thoae were outaide of che area of
origin. And according co 921, you can eliminate
other sourass of lgnitcfon ontaida the arsa of oxigin
of a fira. It's oot necessary.

It would ba like you coudig in and
saylng, okay, the fire started up at the peak of thie

roof and aomehow got down to the vehicla itaslf, wWe
need to lock at that wirea that's up at the psak of
tha roof. It'a ot necessary. It'a not in the area
af orligin.
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. 30 aa long as Mr. Dennds has identified an
area of origin in the ¢course of his inveatigatiom, no
othay inveatigeator naads to warry mbout trying to
identify the area of arigin? Thay'zs Jjust suppoosed
ko rely om hiz determination for purposes of thelr
inveatcigation?

A, Ho. Mr. Halten actually want to tha
acena. He could have relied on Mr. Déennis!
photographs, nat he actually want to the scenas
himgself, had the opportunity to logk at the posns apd
requeat items at the scens that nesdsd to ba
presarved or sanplax taken, none of which ha 314,

Q. You maan the items that ware thrown in tha
dumprrar? .

A. He nevar agked that we -- lat's look at
this fluoreacent light fixture that it wight - ha
anid in his depogition, Mr. Helton said that he did
nat suspect an alactylcal firm cauaad this £ive in
the reaildence. He said that, if I'm not mistaken. I
can lock if up hers in part of his depoaiticn.

fin manld on Page 36 ha logks3 ac

electrical components of the house, garage and found
nothing weondg with what he saw. He said the aoly
suapact aras wma & light box over the bop of the
vahicle whara ha wae told thera was a Elucrsacanc
light. He paver requested Ehat from My, Dennls to be
preservad or ha navar wade aoy attempk o Fipd ik,
And then secoqdly., it doean't match ths pacterns as
far am it being an origin of fir= for a numbaxr of
rAASOTIA .

Q. 8a you think it was wnressonahla Far him to
not to try to seamine that fluorsascent light fixburs
or to racumat that it be ratrisved?

A If ha sugpectad that haing indesd a caupe
of fire, then, ha ahould have made an actempt himeslf
to eaither reatriswve it or tell Mr. Dennlp, Look, 1
want to sse thisa flnorascemt fixturs.

Ha almo didn't take samples. Thers
wan yoma mantion of a mpill on the floox in frome of
the Bronco thaxe nevear wvap taken sany sappls from the
wall area naxt to that thar it may have apllled over
to or anything like that. %Why would you nat do that
if you suspadt that thers's aome liguid thezra? IE
myatifian ma if you'rm a Fira investigacor if yom are
suspecting those things ag baing in the area of
prigin, then you would at leaxt maks an attempt to

take a sanmple or something ta wverlfy what you wars
attampting ko show. Hone of that was donm.

d. Would it not have besan batbar practice for
the light Pixture to reqpein whers it was in the
garage 85 appodsed to being thrown in the dumpster in
tha first placa?

A It wvould be nice to have the light flxture
for his purposs £o lock ak it 1if e was suspecting
ic. Pt an ¥ar am Mr. Dannils was concarned, h= had
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already dataymined the arsa of origin co he the
vehicle From both patterva and witness acacaments and
a4 mamber of other things.

G- How, it memsmr yon'ra famdliar with
Mr. Halton's depoaition tramscript. Hava you
reviawed Mr. Dehpis' transoript as w=11? It's part
af that binder.

A. Yan, T cthink T hawa.

Q. And if you turn to Pagqe 17 and 28 of hia
depodltion. 1Is that in your --

A. Yenu.

g. ~-- bindary

He'g agked ths gquestion, Did you go

through the dumpster to £ind out whabk bhad hean
dipcarded into eha dumpstar? And hisa answer at chs
top of Paga 28 1a, I looked at it and gave chat

thoupght up. Do you eBe whers I'm rafarring ta?

A Right.

Q. So Mr. Dannis didn't look throwgh Ehe
duepater eithey, 4id ha?

A. Fo. He dido't pasd to. He had determined
tha crigin to ba tha vehicla.

Q. Fow, Line 13 on Page 28, Mr, Depniwm is
apked, guote, Tmt ma back up Eo the dumpstey, I
maan, I gan vdsratand why you wonldn't want to go
diggingy around in a dumpacer, but did you conesider it
important for part of st investigation to find cut
axaztly what materisls had besn removed from the
Boene ne it wabe at the time of the fire and actually
put in the dumpeter? And his anowver ie, Yes, I waa
interaated in that. Correck?

A. Corrace,

a. 8o ha was interagted, and he thooght it was
ipporcant hassd on hia owvn deposgition tescimony hete,
correct?

A. Corrmct,

Q- Hs'a then asked, Then why is it that you
didn't go through what waterials wors actually in the
dumpacer? Ryl hls anowar wmag., It was nesty, dirzcy,
heavy. The dumpatser iz desp, end I just don't like
to do tkat.

Fa that how you wowld have conducted
your inveatiogacion?

A Again, I don’k know what ha was inkesrasted
in in that dampater as far as what particular
device. Maybe he thaught thers was some aort of
furnituxa or some plece of ltem that was in the --
ica cooler or aomething thak was in the garaga. 1
don't know whet ha was looking foxr. If it was that
macesnary, I know he would have teken the bEime ko go
In thare ard dig it. out or have it dug out, oom of
the two.

Q. In your report on tha asaond page you
raference 4 wire adherad to tha hood hingm on the
laft pide,
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A, EBight.
. Was that of any algmifizanca to yemu?

A. Well, at firat I rhought there waa aome
gort of slectrical activity that that resulted from,
and I had noticed in, &a I snld, the document I
reviawad tha testing of che wiring harmess Lhrough
the dosumentation that wae furmlehad. And thay bad
Formd & wire that had gottan caught in that hinge.
And T noticed chat at thea poens, too. I thought that
wvas funomy that you'd get a wizre adhered there in thac

- vieinity, becmuas it should have been retained by

gome: meang within the wiring harness. Buot I didn't
find any direct syidence of alectrical activity, ac I
didn't consider that bt be an ignition source.

a. Okay. And that particular oonditionm is
documented it Photograph Mimber 18 of your reaport?

A, Yan, ply., Coryxect. 1 think I had
recogqnized chac before I had even aaw your
dodumentation bacavae T took Ehat at the firak —-
first examination.

a. I think that'a all Lthe gquastions T have,
but I do want to make sure that wa are et in Earma
of exhibiting. As I undersiand what you've tgld uas,
alx, all of tha phatographs that you've provided me
with copias of aye, in fact, in your rapork —- I'm
aorTy -- in your bhinder?

A Einder, y=ah.

Q. - 85 if wa wara to bapically gsnsraca that
binder as a wingle exhibik to this deposition, wa
have all tha documants that we've refarred to
throughout your dsposition, all of the photographs
that wa've refarred toe thxcoghant your deposition,
and 2 complstse aat of svarything that conmbibytan
your fille, correck?

A, Yax.
Q. Put for tha volumincas docunents produced
ny rord anall

A A box Full of docooants, vae.

. Why dom't w= go abead -- I do have a couple
of more questicna. Why don't we do thim, than.

Imtts ldentify your binder as Wade Exhibit 1, apd we
can aither have copies made hers --

ME. WYRICK: Or, Charlie, if you want
to just take it with you or hawve Mr. Wade provide it
to ud. Howevar you'd liks to &Sa thak i1a fips with
ma.

A, Do you want ae to take out theps
depogitiona? I mean, T didn't mark in the
depositions or anything, as far as that goes.

Q. (8y Mr. Wyrdeck) Wall, I think fer purpoamsp
of having a complata copy of your file -- we lawysrs
tend to kill trass that way, buk rather than have to
note "this axhibit is misaing the depoaition
transcripta from Mr. Wade's filsa,® I think we'd
rathar ba ahle to put it all im a folder.



MR. WYRICK: I don't think I'm
spaaking ouk of turn for avayybody.

MR. SWINNTH: I would alaoc like to
add, the photographe, Mr. Wade, ware they digital or
Ald you take them with a reqular 35 camaTa?

THE WITRE3ZS: 35 caawra,

MR. SWIHNEM: 9o you akill hava tha
negativas?

THE WITHEE3: Thege are the negatlves
{indicating} .

HE, SWIMNEN: T would lika to get poma
direct printe as opposed to, you know, color Xarox.
Color Xarox la fine for general purpodes, but diyect
prints arxm better.

THE WITHRAS: Thek's fina. We can do
that. It won't e 8 problem. Wa omn do that.

(Imposttion Exhihit 1 wag marked.}

d. {By Mr. wyxrick) Now, befors I atcp, I, of
course, misreprassated myself when I said I have no
mora gueationsg,

some handwritbten notes of

your review of teating documents; 1a that
zight?
A, Yas.

O. Waa thera anything within your roview of
thoae documents -- or perhaps I showld put ik thia
way: [O[o you hasse your opinion as to the cauge and

origin of thia firs in any wa informatrion that
you glasnsd from a review of domuents,. which
is rapramantsd in Ehe notea chat yon've get in your
harcd?

A. Well, generally, I don'k know. Thake's kind
of a ganeral gquestion. Thars warw o lot of prohlemna
that ware keatad durlng tha tesating of this wiring
haynass that came up, maybe mores than I expected to
be found from that atandpoink. But I don't know that
I coviild point € a Gpuoific one amd say, well, chia
ona 1la the cause of this firm or romaching iike
that. I can't do that becaxsa of the condition of
the vehidle after tha fire. I can omly aay that
thare vas a mmbar of problamas in the power
dlptribetion box or wiring harness.

9. How, is it your nnderastanding that thia
teoting that was done wad part of the desion procees
for the power distributicn hox?

A True. But, for instance, like some of tha
tasting that was cdooa you would Find that they would
find a problem. Thers wap one instance where they
coildn't avar find what the canse of the problam
was. Tha turmn signals wouldn't work, aomsthing like
that. And they refarred that back, I think, to
Ford.

And than another lnstanca, they said a
prohles wich the chafisg on the wirm was a build
prohlew, whwre they built tha vehicls, aomathing ko



chat natuwre. And then other timea it wag -- they did

find out whakt the problem was. They didn't have an
index finoer for & particunlar conoecticn in tha PHP
that allowsd the fumm to connack proparly, and thay
Fixed that accoxding to what -- at isast to what they
sald in the documentation. Byt T naver gaw an
engineering order or anything like that te verily
that that was actually fixed. T just saw wharse
popebody wroke in Ehere ao-and-sc Fixed 1t.

a. Fow, you undaratand thess documents go back

to teating of a product that wvas depifmed acmetime

prior to 19957 :

. oh, yas. Yas. I mean, typloally you will
do that. I worxked a=z a manager of a plact and we
atill had the aams process,

Q. How, yod've Offered oplnidons in your repork
and than in your teatimony today as to tha causs and
origin of tha fire,

A. Yagz. It if gimilar -

Q. As I understaod --

A. Ae I said, I didn't look at the residepccs,
but I did - tha patterns do natch the cause and
origin heing the wvahicls.

Q. My question to you io thia: Are you
expeoting to offer any opinion et kime of triml am ko
the axistance of any specific dafwct within the power

diatribution box?

. Yan. T maan, thera ara a coupla of
praobleme I gsa that can xesult in the axciog that'a
shovn in that photograph.

ﬂ+ QkEY- ﬁ].J- -=

A. How, ¥ can't aliminate ir dcwn to one
apecific thing, but I can say that things such as a
poor commeatblon ab the crisp ocan fesue heat cawsing a
fire which can, in turn, cange the arcing that's esan
in tha photograph, a stray wire off a2 comneotioh, a
grounding to a surface oxr anothesr wirs or another
connechor, a orack in tha FHEB in ths mold procesa
whara thes wirs ia allowsd o tounch gome other
grounde] surfaca in tha vabicls or othar wire.

Thinga of this naturs cap cause che same fire. A
defaot like that can ocause chig fire.

Q. All chat balng understood, did you find any
avidence of the axigtence of any of those dafects
that yo just deseribed other than the fact that the
fire accurred?

A. The preing in the wire is evidence of that
that I mentionad in tha repork. And as §I majd
bafors, I can't eliminate it down to coe item. Therse
are a number of itens that can cause that.

Q. Pleasa tell me 1f I'm not ateting this

fairly. Ara you offaring rthe apinjon rthat the powsr
d#Heatribucion box wag defasrive in acme way Bacauas
Yyl discovered ao aroed wire which you balieva cagasd
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the fira?

A, That's unfalr. We went through this
hafors. The mmbar of things thak +ell you that
that'a true are the patterna. We've diacuased ths
tira. wa'va discuspped the srcing woare it is, the
damages on the 1sftc aldes of the wehicla. Soms of the
things I aaw in Hob Dennle* testimony and othears and
photographs - Xerax coples of photographs confirwing
that tha orlgln fa at the Ford Broheo.

0. Parhapa my gquestion was unclear. I'm oot
asking you now sbout your epacific opinion am ko
cange and origin. I'm asking you with reaspact to
yvour opinion as to the sxriatence of a dafect -- of a
gpegifle dafect in the power dietribuaticn box.

And am I underatand it, you've offared
us three axamplms of what defeot might or might not
have aexlatad in the power distribution box that conld
hava cayped tha fire at that arcing point. As I
uwnderatand i, voulrw saying that arcing point that'a
identified in Photograph Mumber 16 is wherse the firae
eEtertad?

A Yon.

Q. Ad you'!va tastifisd today --

A. Or near the viginicy, the power
distributicn box.

Q. And you'we teatifisad today that you now
balisva that thers xre a carkain numbar af defaces
Ehat might have axisted within the powsr diacribution
box to hawve regulted in thac?

A Yea.

. Al my quaskicm to you is: Other than the
fact thek thera was -- that you!ve discovered this
are, did yoo diacovar any phyalcal evidence af, for
ingtance, a crimp that was too locae? Did you Bee a
crimp that was too loocsos?

A. BAgaln, I can't -- bacange of ths damage af
tha wehicle, ag I mald before, I Jdan't speclfy it
dowm ko ane item. And furtharpore, your quastion
about Just using that particular arced wire am a
determination as to the cause of fire i not part of
my anaiysis. I mean, is not tha singular thing of ny
analyzis. I mentioned the other iltaema chat gphow Ehat
that defect sxdsted prior to the Ffire and that it'=

-in that wicinitcty and this arcing 13 abnormal to bave

occurred and it did canse the fire.
Q. Bven if we wers to ooioeda thar a fire
atarking in a vehicle spontanesusly i=s abnormel -- X

think everybody would agree with that. So assuming
that that actually occurred in this cass, oy guestcion
to youz im: How do you aatabiish thar a specific
defect existed in the power diabtribobkion hox, or can
o7

A Bsferring back to what you juat maid, =
Apontanacus combumtion, Thore's no evidence of soma
mprrt of a chemfoal rhat wenld praduce 3 spimbaneous
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cowbustion, i.m., it's aliminated. 5o then ve're
back to what are tha possible canas=s of this arcing.
And at this point, the only thing thar I gee that ia
cradihle acientific typa of cavnae of fira ia a
defect, not omly from what I saw at thea actuzal
exavloation of the vehicle, bur ales from aose of the
tasting that bhad been done on the powar dlatyibution
box, They had found arsas where theme Ehings cowld
have dauged a firyrs; a short arcing, things of thia
nakture.
a. 8o you hypothasgize that one of thess seta
of clrowmatrancea st have existed to caopde the fire?
a. Thare'a no okbher item that I see inaids
that engine compartment that would have been a
credible ignition scurce other than thie arcing thak
I see in the powar digkribuotion box.

Q. Okay. As I underastand it, you'wve mentioned

three different types of defents cthat might have
existed. For inskance, a loose crimp.

A. Yae.

Q. Did you actually ssa a looas orinpg?

A Mot on tha particular item that I looked ak
wvhars the arcing occurrsd. But I'w saying that that
ia a definite poaaibility of ltema that could cause a
fire in thiz aren.

0. You aisc naid, I beliawva, that one poasiblis
dafact wax an Inproparly connectad wira.

A. Yea.

. Did you gee phyalcal avidence of an
improperly cononacted wire wikthin the powex
distribution box?

A. Well, if you term the -- if you define an
*improparly conomcted wira” as an arcing, then, yas,
Y do sas mvidanca from tha aveing, But tha powax
distributicn box iteelf hes been conaumed by tha firae
80 I canoot look at A€ in its pricstine condition, aw
I gaia befors, to deraymine one item out of thosa
that would be the cauas. T can cnly give you a
mumber of things that would he prohable aor moat
likaly the caups of the Fixa,

Q. But you didn't ases any phyaical evidence of
any of thoge chree thinga? Ib's gomething that you

postulate from the faot that the fire occurred and
that thera is an arc io a wire ap ghown in Photograph
Mumher 1567

A. M. I mean, T've daan this happen hefors
on pther vehicles whare wm gat a wira that's a looge
gomheaotion that produces registive heating. That's
wall recognizred in N¥PA. The fact that wa have
arcityy in that ares io that might powar diatribution
box combingd with the packtarna and other itams tall
me thet tha fira originaced in thar ares.

Haw, of thosa ikemg in that power

distrimution box., there has to ba a defact that has
caused the fize. It's not 2 normal condition that a
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fire occuras in the power distribation box.

Q. Well, let me put ik to you this way: You
gay there has to ke a defecrc bacausze your cheory of
bhow the fire startad ia conalatent with the exisbence
of such s defact, ocorract?

A, I'm saying thim, that all the other factora
conbined Indicate to me most likely there wad &
dafect In tha power distribution box. I don't gee
any causa -- incendiary caume af fire. I c&km't aee
any caugs of goms maintsnance that'e been done on tha
vahicle, say, thet has caused the fire. I den'rc gas
a problsm with a replacement of a fuse that may hare

caused the fire. MNone of these item=x Ehatk would be
raluted o the cauwa of tha fire do I sea. Whar I do
see i8 & defeck, not bPaing abla ta aiiminate chat
from the fcems that I menticned to you before as &
cauae of the Eire.

Q. 2o ara you able to tall me with acma sort
of cartainty that nobody had sver gpaned up the power
distrilution box and domes any sart of mAintenanca in
thare?

A. Yea. Frod Lhe information I have baoth from
tha mRintenancs records and the teakimony by
I there's heen nohody that's -- has opened
up that power distzibution box to replace a fume or

do aoything eloa.
Q. Onless, of pourse, tha maxintenance racords

ars incompletbs or unless, af courae, _hAs

forgotten aomechlng?
A. He have ko go on whak the Facks ars that we

know thim cmas to be, And theave's hesn a lot of
taatimomy in thio casn, and T donl'k sea any svidenca
that's basn prasentead to me that some=body haa done
pomething to that power distributiom
original condition that 13 furnished L

Q. Bt you haven't ahown us any Eiloa
evldence of the exlstence of a looEa -- an improperly

comiected wire or 8 locacae eximp or a crack in the
powvar fdiptribution box?

A ¥Yag, I hava. I've shown you the arcing,
and whan combined with tha patbtesrn analyais, the fire
originared in the power disczibution bhox.

' Q. If momebody had remched into the power
digtribution box and loosanad a wira --

R. How would thay do that? The wires are on
tha bottom slds, How dao yoi lopsen a wire that you
can't get acosaa to?

Q. You'ya gaying that the wiredg are —- =zl11 the
wirea in cha powar diatribution box are inaccessaibIa?

A, HNo. It's oot aa eaoy asd you proposs. You
can't just open the hox Eop and locgen a wire in
thara. It's more difficult than that.

d. 0 am I corract in intarprating your
opinion that 1f an arc goccurrxed, which you've
purportedly documented, there argo, smat have besn 3




defaat i the powsr distribotion box?
A. That is the only thing I haven't been able

to aliminate, is the fack that ws hava a defsct in
thia powsr disgtribution box and it has caused this
arcing.
MR. WYRIOE: Thank you.
EXAMINATION

BY MR. SWINNEN:

Q- Mr. Wade, my name ia James Swinnan, and I
rapragent Ford Moktor Company. Firat of all, I want
to go back to sowes of your sarliar teskimomoy and in
your raport. One of the things you found sariy on --
wand thios is ths Firet complets paragraph on the
sscond page of your report -- that you foumd sarly on
in your inspection of thia vehfcls wam the -- I think
it was tha callar powaer boocat antenna modnla fox tha
telephone?

A Tas.

Q. Did you Erace thoza wiras completely?

F Yes. Thay want back to the fuse panel in
the papsenger aidm.

Q. Ia cthat the only source of power for an
instalied ceil phema?

A Pegoenger compartmeant. I'm BoTYY.

i Is Lhat the only source of pousr?

Q. Yes. In other words, when Lhat's
installed, 1s that the only power Lhat ir's taking
from the vehicle?

k. I don't follow your quaatian.

Q. Wall, what I'm seeing here 19 an antepna.
If I have a call phona, is the antenna part of the
uhola package, or le there alec a powar linm

gomawhare in chat car that powers the phone itgelf?

A. Oh, usually it's —- for Nokla it's just
your cigarscte lighter. You just plug in there with
a charger,

Q. Za you thiok that this antenha wag not paxt
of a copplata inatalliad call phona ayatem like Ehe
anez that yon remambar years ago whee you'd have a
cmll phone fnptalled in your car? You couldn't take
it cut of your car. You could only use it in your
cax,

A. Wall, it bad plug-ins to the fuse pansl, I
gupposs. I guess you could take It cut if you wapted
ka, but I don't dmow who installad ic. The point wan
chat I didn't sss anything wrong with the -- 1f
you'll look at my photcgrapha, I maan, the plaatic is
ptlll intact on the power antenna and such as that.

Q. You just didn't =sa anything else for the
rant of the telephone?

A, ¥You maan tha actuat belsphone icsalE?

Q- Yan, =sir.

A. Idon't krow 1if it was thers or not. 1
can't remember now. It may oot have been.

Q- In repponee to gquapbione a few wmimitas ago,

ERB5-p@5-LC-5874




. 24 you kapt telking about the arcing rhat you saw on the
25 wirsa, T'm a litkFle bit confured here because you

1 talked about arc beading 2t a tarminal connamscbor and
2 you had almno talked about fusing of alectrical wires
3 sarlisr. W¥Which one of thass is the evidenca thet

£ yon'rTa talking about of the defact in the power

5 distribution block?

[ A. It'= tha terminal connector such that I'm
7 talking abouk.

2] Q. And is thar terminal comnector inaida the
-] box, outalde the hoxT

10 A. I can't angwer that completely because we
11 didn't trace it bhack. That would have requirsd

iz deptrustive disazpembly of ik,

Ek! Q. Would you agres with the statement,

14 Mr., Wade, that avidence of fusing ig not alsmys

15 evidence of slegtrical flrye origing

15 A It ip -- according te the HFBEA, it ia a way
17 to locakm tha origln of & firae.

14 Q. Fut it's not concluRive?

13 F ot concluaivae,

20 Q. And the same thing would ba trua for

a beading, corract?

2z A True. Just bapause yoal have a bead, does

i3 not necesgarlly mean thet you have the cause of tha
ri) firm; howavar, you have to consider othar igniticn
25  douraes within the area of arigin o determina that,

0102
. 1 Q. 80 you cen gek arcing because of

2 degradatlon from an external source of the

3 inaulation?
d h. I had mantiosned rthat bsfora, but you have
5 to conaider other factors than just that.
g Q. Ia the only Informatlon you have about the
7 maintenance hista an this vehicle 1 what was
B providsd by in his depomition?
-] A. Bo. Mr. Green gent me a printont that had
10 besn parforsed on tha veahicle. And T lieted that as
11 part of these notes of tha datms and the nilesge of
12 what hat baen dona. I baliave this was done at Eba
13 Pord dealership, bacaunse it had the -- you know,
14 thers waa aome problasma with tha door lack. Thers
15 was a problen with the angins oll, the regulator arm
18 Ttushing, ol changa, things cf this nature, noizs in
17 the 4-bky-4. Thatfs about all.
18 Q. And you wers apEuming that thére was o
19 work of any nature donm by anyhody alps cther cChan
20 the Ford dealsr? T
21 A That'a all I'm aware of. Now, he may have -
az had an oil change somewhers elas, bat that's all I'm
213 awvare of.

24 Q. And you're alse asgsuming that nome of chat
25 work imvolved any body acoezsiog, moving ox doing
a103

1 anything ta the powsr distrimmtion block?

) A. I don't have any record that something'a
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bhaen dme ta that. I mean, what was shown to ba
placad anything eleckrical was Ear sway from che
powar distribution box.

a. When you inapecited the vehicle in Tuiy of
2002, 414 you chack to asa If thers was any alloying
of the wires in the ar=a of the power disetribution
box?

A. Yes., I locked at that and did not aee
any. There wasn't any that I recognlzed in that
area.

0. Did you remove any metarials or any
copponantes Erom the vehicle for furthar inepaction or
testing?

A. ¥o.

Q. tivan at least three poaslbilitiax af what
night have caumad the fire in tha powar distribution
box that yrm calked abhout a 1fttls while ago, is it
your oplnion and contenticn that chese things conld
remaln latant Por 98,000 milas of usa hafors
generatiog heat?y

A. Yes, cortainly thatc can ooour.

Q. Do you know for a fack whethar tha fendar
liner in the Eromco was made out of plastic as

oppanad to metel?

A. All T can tall you im I've got a number of
Forda myaelf, and it's an elastomerlc material across
that feoder. If it hed baen matal, suraly we would
hava aas sommthing remaining of that.

Q. Hava you svar burnad a vahicle
deliberataly, Mr. Wade?

R Yam.

Q. How many times?

A, Oh, I'd say probably threa cimes that I've
witneassd it. Two of the timas wara ar chis courge
that I just recently took. T think chara was another
time that we actuslly burned a wvahiclms ko locuk at the
pattams and puch on tha wehicls,

F. Was that to dacexrmine fire gtarting io the
angines compartmeant or soma aother part of tha sahicisd

A, Yanh, one of them was tha angina
compartpant. Wea saw the diffarences, say, jf chey
gcarted in tha passangar compartmant varsud engine
compartment. And in some gasea - I think thers was
ons that we actually had pek ik in ones part of the
anyins compartme=nt to se= what tha pattern on the
bhood was, that type of iapue.

a. ¥hat type of haoad did it have?

A. In that capa, it was a metal bood. I think

iz wap a Wigean wvahicle or scmathing that had burnt.
Q. In that particular cass =-- acyatch that.
Did you geanarata an ingpecticn disgzam
when you inepected the vehicla?
A No, ¥ didn't 4o it to that extent. I did
liat, as I said, my notes, and chen I described from
tha photogxaphm what I had ssasn in ths report




itaelf. ¥What I try Lo do 1l document the photograph
of the vahicle from an exterior point from woraa to
primary damage, af you would normally do.

Q. nd T know thiz= may ha covaring soma
territory you iust coverad a few mnimstes ago, but as
wva 8it here toduy, ara you able to propoge or ara you
avara of any altarnative daxign for the power
distribution biock that would have preventsd this
Fira?

A. Fo, I hayan't looksd at the mold disgram
for tha power distribucion hox. Thara may ba an
igsu= of -- a mold dafacc from the degign aspect,
But other than that, as far as a crack chat could
ipitiate in the power diatributicn box; I haven't
locked at that sspmact. I can't think of aoything
offhand other than that.

Q. And other than proposing possible, I guess,
manufacturing problema, on camior tell us for

cartain how or 1f this particulay power Sizbritmtion
bleck deviaked from the specifications for it, can

your?

A Hot in tha comditien it"s in. I only know
that thaxre i & defsot in this - that was original
that caused this Firs.

MR. SNINWEN: I don't have any other
gusgtims. Thank you.
MER. WYAICK: I just have a couple.
FMRTHER EXAMIHATICH
BY ME. WYRICK:

Q. Looking at Prhotograph Faaber 16 again in
your raport, am 1 correct that your pen is pointing
at tha alectric arc bsading chat yoz foumd st the
location of a cximg? Is there a crimp there?

A B>. Ro. ¥hat I'w saying in the defect
ampect of ik, 1t g=nerates hept which can result in
an argd there.

Q. Fa, I undersctand that. WwWhat I'm aoking io
actually a very baslc gqueation.

k. Ch, I Bas.

v 4. I2 that a photograph of &2 crimp?

Rn Yeg, it i, in a senge. It's ot the oczrinmp
af the wire itgelf, but it isn a crimp of a connertor
hinde. And that can alsc do the zama -- if cha crimp

im bad, it can causs rasiativa heat.

. mnd I think I underatood your bestimony
earliar ko Aay that you eauldn’t be sure whether that
crimp -- thia particular location dosumentsd in chis
photograph was ingide or ocutside of the power
diptribution bax; ia that right?

A. Hell, moar 1ikmly it's an tha insaids
bacsuge it was with all tha wires that wars in Eha
araa of tha power distxibukbion box, T don't see any
othar place that it could have gone. It went back
inte the wiricg harnesa where the aame wizes waerae
commectora. 5o from that atandpoint, moat likely it




is associated with it.

Q. But you can't say that for pure?

A Again, if we -- 1f w= went back and tracmd
it and ddmassemblad things, wa might conld ascartain
that. &all I'm saying is mapk likely it i5.

Q- You mentlonad when we started your
depopicicon 2 case that you wara imvolved in, in which
you hed alininated n motor vehiclie az 8 posaibla
causa of a fire, I think, in a plantk or in a garage.

A. Fillesn Boab & Botox, yeah.

Q. Was that -- how did you go about
aliminating the wvehicle g A cauwse in that particnlar

fira?

A. Wall, ooa thing, it wasn't in the arsa af
origin. I Jjust locked at it cursorily. From the
gtandpoint, you know, just looklineg at ik, it was nEar
the aren of origin, bot it wasn't. So theoretically
I didn't have to look at it, but wea had sooe tiowm
that day and I went -abhead and looked ak it and didn't
find snyrhing that would indieate an igoition sourca
from that vehicle,

Q. g yeu were actually at the soene?

A. ¥Yea, 1n that case I waa.

Q. And the vehicle was stlll wherever it wasy

A I think they had drng it owt of che plant
itselt, or che back park of ic.

1. &And despite the fact that it wasn'kE in the
area of origin, you had encogh time to conalder it
and rule it onk?

A, Corymet. There wam a lat of gasoline from
tha boate themaalvesa that they had in che showroom
area and things of that pnature, and we looked at that

aspact of it anyway.
MR. WYRICHK: Okay. That's all. Thank

you.
{(Depopition proceedings concluded at
2:26 p.m.}
CORFECTIONT R0 FICHRTURE
PAIE/LTHE CHANGE REREON
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I, _ B,E., have read the foregoling

daposition, mnd hereby affix my aignature that same
i rrua and corract, axcapt am noked ahovae.

COUNTY OF

Befora ma on thia day personally
appaared known to me {or proved to
me undexr on or }

{@macription of idantity card ar sthar domument) ta
ba tha payeon whoss nams is snbacribad to chs
foregoing instrusent and acknowledged to me that they
axecutad the same for the purposes and consideration
therein axpresged.

@lvan under nmy hand and geal of office this
u}r uf ] E.D. r -

KOTARY PUBLIC IN AND FOR
THE STATE OF
My Commiasion Bxpirmne:

STATE UF TEXRS )
)
COUNTY OF DALLAE)

I, LAURIE FURDY, a Cexrtified Shoxthand
Reporrer duly commisglioned and qualified in and fox
tha State of Twmms, do haraby cercify bhat thava cama
bofors ma on tha Bth day of Dogomber, 1004 in tha
officed of MetLlfe Auto & Howe, located at &£303
Copmerce Driva, pulees 520, in the Clty of Irving,
State of Texas, the following nams] person, bo-wik:

« who wad duly pworn to teatify the
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truth, tha whola txuth, and nothing but tha truth of
knowledge touching and concomrming thae mattara in
contravargy in thie canpge; and that ha wap thersupon
axaminad upon his cath and hia axaminatrien reduced eo
typewriting under my superviaiest; that the deposition
is 5 tra record of tha tagtimony given by the
witpass, and aignatura of wicneas ia co ba bafors any
notary public.

I furthar cartify that I am neither
attorney or counasl for, nor related to or employsd
by any of the partias to the action in which this
dapoaicion im taken, and further chat T am ot a
ralative or amployaea of any atEorney or coumsel
amployaed by the parties haresto, or fiomncially

intereated in the acticn.
GIVEN MY HAND on thia day of
, 2D04.

LADRIE PURDY, CS5R 5313
Certificarion Expirens: 12-31-0&
INNOVATIVE LEBGAAL BOLOTIONS, INC.
440 Lonisdiana, Suits 494
Hounton, Taxag 77002

{713) &58-DE0A

Firm ID ¥umber: 270

Charge for transcript and =xhibita: §
To be padd by Mr. Filliam Hyrlck/Defendant Alaoa
Pujikura, Ltd.
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. I = sus Ford Moto: Mulfi-Page™
Deocoaber 7, 2004
rags I P# 4
nETER AR ! reporter hers, sha's taking down everything
2 that we say. If you'll make sure to verbalize
FDR FORD MOTON COMPANTT b ] your answess instead of nodding, that will
4 makg her job a Jot casier, If you would also
HOTLIBEHEY STAYRDAD 5 wait until I finish esking my question before
1817 Touws Drlem, Ewite & & you answer, that will meke the record clesrer,
Noares, Loululima 7IZE1 T and I'll try 1o dio the same and wait unti] you
appaarisg harwis by and Ehrwogh i finish lnmenng my qu.es'tmn befare § ack the
An. paledowr ©. HoGllachmy % next one. 1 ot mytm you don"t underatand
rom pETLIRY A LG e of Want e to simply repeat or repherase the
I " question, plense just stop me, tell me and
Bogravaga 12 1'll be hrppy to do thet. Also, if you need a
m 13 break at any time, just ket me mow.  Okay?
» twatet o I 14 WITNESS: {Affirmative nod.)
13 EXAMINATION BY MS. McGLINCHEY:
M Y6 @ What ig your full name, plesse?
via 17
THErE o I v : 18 Q Ofay. An t 18 your address?

TeAOFEF, LAWE, OAEERRE ¢ NATRAE

A 502 Laksshore Diive, Monroe, Lauidiana 71203,

4 Notice by sounsel fez Ford Motoe Comprmy, snd may be used for
5 all purposes permitiad by tha Faderal Ryles of Civil
& Procedure. All chiections except as to the form of the
7 quettion mnd reaporodvencss of the e e reaqved uotil
B such thme as the deposition 1a offered and intraduced inta
9 avidence.

Lt AR EREFEFPEREFREFFDRFTRDF

11
12
11
14
L3
1§
17
19

The witneas, ARFOEY MART. THMPAON, was advins] af hig
right to read snd sign thiz deposition, and he elected to
LIRS REREEEERERIE R A N0
ing firet duly mwom, testified
as follows:
MS. McGLINCHEY: Mr, Thompson, my namc is
Deirdre McGlinchey, and 1'm herc on behalf of

S

MS. McGLINCHEY: Okay. Well, ' beizfly go

19 Ford Muotor Company today o ask you some
0 questions in & lawgait that has been filed

2 against it hyll Heve you given a

n deposition before?

13 WITNESS: Bure.

Y

25

Qow Oateway Center, Fmitm 1800 H Q And i ﬂ'll'l'.]l'ﬂ'l.l.l' residence?

120 For umesans Boulevscd I3 A That's repdence,

Plttsturgh, Penoaybranls L8232 22 0 And how lﬂ]ﬂ heve you lived in Monnx:?

appeiring micein bY and through 23 A Twenty some-odd years.

Mo, Willism J. Wysick 14 Where are you currently employved?

N R NN R N ) 25 A Iwork for the Quachita Farish Fire Department.
Page 3 Fage 5

| STIPULATIONS 1 R Amd how kong have you worked for the fire
1 Itig stipulated and agreed smong counsel that this 2 departroent hare in Ogacinta Padsh?
. cepoition AR, ez e | 3 . 1o 3 ey cigheents yor

4+ Q@ Okay. And briefly, sir, would you tel] me your

% educational background? Whera did you gradusie from kigh
& school?

7 A I graduated high school from Ouachila Parish High
& Schonl in 19756, 1've got some coflege hours. T don't have o
9 degree et this point

to J kmy. Do ymo know howr many college harars yoo have!

It A 'mpoing to pesg ot somewhere around thirty.
12 ¢ And where did yow atiend college for those hours?
13 A Most of the hours coane from  the 1E1)-Bonice hrench
14 im the fire science division, and some of the other hours
15 come from vanoue schools, Mational Fire Academy, et coters.
16 G Chkay. [ want to get throagh any other type of

{7 training you bawt. Bl the thirty some-odd hours thel you
18 aticnded el the LsU-Eunice camples, were airy of these hows in
19 fire science?

23 A Right. Maost of the hours thet | have relate 1o

21 fire science and the investigation cod

2z Okey. Did you ower complets any ooures, amy

23 parliculer conrse in fire Boience or invesiigation or a

24 rclated fiald at LST-Bunice?

25 A Yau, Their bagic fiye investigator's course. Magt

through the growmd ruleg, then,  The court

Pap: Z - Page 5
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I of the courses they give are varying suhjects in fire
2 disciplives that l2ad to the degres.
3 @ Butycu didn't ectually cbtain a college degree.
4 Is that correct?
5 A No
6 Q What did you do afier you keft LSU-Bunice?
7 A LSU-Egnice acigally are courses [ have taken while
& I've been in the employ of the Ouachita Perish Fire
9 Department,
B When did you first starl working for the Quachita
1t Parigh Fire Department?
12 A In 1987
13 g Okay. What did you do between "76 and "877
4 A 76 to '87, | worked in n varisty of joba. Was
15 employed by a Iond survey company for a fow years. Worked
b4 offshore in the cilficld for five or pix yvears. 1had a
17 paint confracting busineas for a great mumber of years.
18 & Okay, And then, ai some point, you decded te heave
19 a cancer change and head to the fire depantment?
W A Right,
21 Q Okay, Before you jomed or ginmiltanecusly with
22 joinmg the fire dspartment, did you have to undergo any
23 particular training?
24 A When you join the fire department, yon always go
25 through a bagic fire acadenty that gonyists of--hagk at thet

Page 3
1 investipafion 10pic or anea, of was (here A s&parate

2 metmmikm on invegligation and a different one on cause and
3 origin?

4 A [think when you go throngh the acadenvy it's

5 basically an swarencss. It's roare an cvidence preservalion

& for the imvestigators than anything etse,

T O Berides the twelve wesks of msenoction, what other

E type of training did you receive or undergo smce you've been
9 at the fire department?

10 A In—regerding fire investigation?

11 0Q Yes. Fire investigation, in particular.

12 A I'wepone through numerous covrses on fire

13 imvestigation from basic Forty-hour courses to several
14 advanced eighty-howr cowrans. | can name some, if you nesd
15 ma to,

16 Q Please.

17 A Let's see. Just firc mrvestigation is a forty-hour
18 courss given by Logistane State Fireman Traioing. ! went
19 through a farty-hour one. The very first ane I took in 1992,
20 ¥ bclievwe Sinoe that 1ime, [ took another forty-hour course
21 al the time, whatever the campus ig for--1 chini it*s Alabama
22 State Fire College, 1t's in Tuscalcosa, Alabama. Taken
23 several thiny-hour-type coursea given by the Missizeipp
24 Fire Investigator's Associstion an different topics. They
2% have a spring and a fall seminar every year ihat relates

Page 7
L time, I believe it waa twelve weeks of mstruciion.
Q@ And whers did that instroction tale placc?
A Here m OQuachita Parish m Momme.
g Who put on that—
5 A The training divisions for—actaally, it was two
i different fite departments, Moaroe Fire ahd Duachits Fire,
T becouse they'[l nm = lot of scademics cooperatively many
B times.
o ¢ Okay. And did you complete that twelve-week
L course?
15 A Yeu
12 @ What wore (e nators of the courses that yon took
13 in those twelve weelks?
4 A When you go through your basic fire academy, you
15 heve to learn the basics of what being a firefighter ia
16 sbout. Extingnishmon! principets, ftuid dyrermics of pumping,
17 hozes, all the appiances that po on & fire track,
18 Q Besides the basic fircfighting techniques, was any
19 partion of that teelve week of metruction dedicated 10 cauas
20 and origin?
21 A A very gmall part,

£ bt B

Prpe 9
1 gererally to one specific topic. For instance, vehicks fire
2 invesligatios, and v go down anil ke some good traming
3 fiom them. I've been to the National Fire Academy in
9 Emmitsinzg. Merylaxd on a number of acresions. Those ane
5 cighty-hour courses, very Inengive, Upper and lower
§ beccalauresis degree raled peograms; en grson investigation
7 oourse they have there: cowrtroom testimony; menegement of
8 fire prevention programs; mansgement of forest in mevention
9 and control. Maybe & conple more.
10 G You meutioncd velnclke firc investigation. Cam you
11 tell me what part oc what partion, §f you can estimetc it, of
12 your trainimg has involved vehicke fire investigation in
13 perticular?
4 A Iprobebly coukdn't name the hours. 1t would be
15 kind of hard 1o do that But the one I memtioned, the
15 Misgisgippi Frre Investigator™s course on vehicle fire
17 investigation, and parts pnd pieces in other courses. 1
18 think thet, rt with many jobs, moet of—ar s Eat of whal you
1% kearn about fire investigation, even when il comes o vehicle
20 firew, is a matier of 2xperience fram looking et a—
21 Q On-the-job-type of training?

2 Are you sbie to eatimale how nuch of that teehve |22 A Right,

13 wesks] 23§ Okay. The Missizsippi Fire Imvegtigation course,
24 A Iwould guess probably one day i that, 24 who sponsgred that?

23 Q ORay. And is cause and origie part of e fire 25 A The Mississlppi Fire Investigator's Associstion

Page 6 - Page 9
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1 sporsars ifiat. Ewery year, they have a fall and a spring
2 course that's very good material,
3 Q Okay. Do you recall who happened to put on the
4+ seminar regarding vehicle fire investigation that you
5 pttended?
§ A Itwas—- Tcan't remamber the guy's name. He was
7 from Now Jersey, It was very good.
8 @ Washe a firenan himself, or was he en outside
¢ person they brought in?
It A Ma. Matier of fact, he had a scientific
1t background.
12 9 Have you obtaimed any spogisl certification or
13 degroe, if ther: i goe, in vehicle fire investigation?
14 A No. Youlnow, and T don't know that there's any
15 apoccialty thet relzics dircetly to {hat olher than maybe
16 clectronics.
17 Q@ Have you received any other type of trainmg in
15 fire investigation that we haven't talked about already?
1 A Probably little bits and picens. I don't have my
M resame in front of me, so 1 don't Reve it all listed.
rH 3 Do you have & resume?
22 A ldo. Brpglad b send you one if you oead it,
23 Q I would appreciate that, thanks, just o that we
24 hava it for the record. Heve you aver testified in court as

23 an expert?

Pz 12

| cases, please?
¥ A One case was on a 5tove kop fire that happened in
1 an apartrent complex, and 1'm pof remetnbering. [t was
1 pomewhere southside of town.
5 @ Do you remember what sttorneys were iovolved?

A OHT the tap of oy heod, § can’t reocmber right oow.,
Tt's bexn & wiilc.

0 Okay. What abont the other cases?

A Thers was 4 casc thet was Bn arson casc that
10 involved wie King Strast Apartments, and I believe—well, the

W B = En

' stale's aliomey was Stephems Winters.
12 Q The now judge?

13 A Right,

14 Oksy

15 A And I bolicve it wes Car Sharp was the jugs. And
16 then, the case [ can romcmber in Third Judicial District was
17 up in Fermerville andd it was shaiit 8 fravel homn firg thet
18 had ocourred secondary to a beating tmit, the generalor in
12 jhe treve] home. Aod 1 lmow the ssmer of the moinr home was
20 Joseph Cugimana, and one of the atomeyz qut of

11 Davenport's—

22 @ Davenport, Files & Kelly?

23 A Ripht. --was on the side of State Farm, I do

24 believs, moybe oo this one. And thet’s all [ can rerember
25 right nowr,

Page 11
1 A Yes, ! bhaz.
2
3 expert?
4+ A Ihave been quelified as an expert in five cause
5 and origin and in recopnition of fing hazards,
&  Arcyoa ahle to extimate for me bow many times
7 you™we kcstified in court as an expert in fins cagse and
8 origin?
9 A Ibelieve il's four times, if I"m oot misteken.
10 Q What about ey an ¢xpert in recagnition of fire
1l hazards?
{2 A Thai was in one particular case.
13 Q Okay. Tlx four times that you've icstified as an
14 expett in firs cause and origin, in what court have you
13 tostified?
16 A Ithink all but ane time was hers in Foarth
17 Judicial District, and 1 westified on the seeond 10pic 1o the

" 118 Third Judicial District,

17 On fire hazerds in the Third 1DC?
20 A Uhbuh {yes).

22 the noturs of the caze wan for?
22 A Icon— Thioking off the top of my head, 1 can
4 reamember two of them for sure.  And the one on the--

2% Would vou &lf me what you recall about those

¢ Okay. In what ficld have you been qualificd as sn

2t G Ckay, Do you recall sach of those cases and what

Page 13

Q Have you ever been qualified as an expert in
vehicle fire investigation?

A No,

2 Has any count ever refused o qualify you as an
capert in yehicle fire imvestigation?

A No.

Q Hasg any court cver refused to qualify you as an
expert in fire cause and origin?

A Mo

{7 Bot you've never been tendered or—na one hax pver
t1 atiempted to qualify you as an expert in vehicks fire
2 investigation?
I3 A HNo
14 @ That's correct?
15 A Thatis comect.
16 0 Arc there some continging aducation o lraining
17 requirements that you have st the fire department?
IE A Theream. Tobe afire investigator in the state
19 of Lonisinna, really all you hae to have is your bagic
20 focty-hottr cotrse.  They bave twn divisions  They cell ane
2f firs investigator, and they call the other arson
22 investigator, ['m not quiie sure. | guess it's to delineate
23 the difference in the two, With the fic investigator, you
24 have i heve the forly-hoor course, and then you have o
23 maintaln Ferty hours of continuing sdizzation every twao years

N B =] h LA A L B e
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1 witl—phrs, bo conuissioned by your departmeni—by Ee chicf|
z of your department o do fire mvestigations for your
3 jurisdictlon. For erson imvestigation, you need the same
4 qualificatinns (oo the foe investigator, bul you zlso muat
5 be police certified ard po theough a pat-cetrse, which 1 did
& in 1994, that relatex to giving you ersoh arrest powers for
T staiuts amon crimes.
g O Okay. So e you qualified with the state of
3 Louiziana as a fird investigator?
12 A Yes
11 ¢ Ar you qualificd with the state of Louisiana ag an
12 arson investigator, as well?
13 A Yee
4 Q And brove you been commissionesd by 1be chief for the
15 Ouachits Parish Fire Department as a fims investigator?
15 A Yem
17 O And the eame thing for m arson investigatar?
1B A Fight :
1B g Would you take roe through your job tide, if that's
20 chamged, over the years while you've boen at the fire
2i departmient here in Cuachita Panish?
22 A From the time 1 started, what my titles werc?
23 3 Please.
24 A Staried in 1987, entry-level ficfighter. We had a
25 rapidly expanding department at that fime. We only had foix

Page 14

A In the basics of what causes electrical fives, yes.

Q And the besics, anc those-—-were yoo taught the
basics in the courses that you described carlicr o us?

A Yei

Q What is your date of birth?

A Movember 7, 1937,

Q Did yoo do anything ta grepare for your deposition
today?

A I went over the Incident Repost, the same report
that ! heard you mfer to sarlier,
[L Q Okay. Did you spesk with enyone in preparation for
12 your deposition?
1 A I did not.
14 Q Isee thet you brought some makrials with you
L5 ioday?
16 A This iz just the fik from the ketiers that ¥"all
17 have tont me. Other than that, T hawe the seme repor that
18 y'ail have.
19§ Okay. And I'was going o ask you a little bit
20 nbout how these materinls are kept at the fire department.
2 "When you go ik to da 8 firc inveatigation, do you kecpn
22 notepad of your notes, end then axen that inte the report, or
23 what materials do you keep and bow dees it eventually tam
24 into this typed-up report we have befone ws?
25 A Well, the report you soc that you're looking at and

W ook = Shbn W WO

Pape 15
1 fire stations snd about forty personnel. Now, we heve
2 frurtren fire stationg and =bout a hundred md seventy
3 personnel, o grew really quickly. Iwng hired in the frst
4 hiring ihat waa dane, s0 it gave the folle hired in that
3 [irst hiring a protty good oppoetinity where you don't fail
& competitve rams eod proootions] cxeme et you had a chanec
7 o risc prelty quickly.
3 g Mowup?
5 A Ibecame n firc driver; in other words, cou!d drive
10 the trock and operate the pamp in a Grefighting capecity at
11 ix months o so. Al clght months, T wes an acting captain
12 And all thess things came with passing of premotionz] exams.
13 Yoo bsd 13 barve & minimeon score and have sonionity o pet the
14 job, bagically. In '92, the chisf--then chief of our
L5 deparimont, Dt Mugent, wanted tn create s firc prevention
15 division. Put a tost ont, and it was & competitive exam.
LT And I pamed the cxom and be agked me to take the job, s0
I8 I've hed the title of Firs prevention officer since that
1% time.
26 & You'rs ot an ckotrical engimeer, are you?
11 A No.
22 @ You're oot an clectriciam, are you?
23 A No,I'mpot
2¢ ¢ Do ymyhave my particular experienrs with

Page 17
L refered bo, the seven-pages report you talked about before,
1 ig an Incident Report. It s--many times, it's actually a
3 LFR‘s report, & Lmssiana Fire Incident Report, & system
4 rapott. The whole purpose of the Incident Feport ig to,
5 mumber one, show that m fire accurred, whers it ocourmed, the
& units that went, the times that the trucks ieft, got there,
7 the personncl thet wore there., And thes, it goes through a
8§ wvaricty of ficlds, adking different questions as to where the
9 Fire started, Tow it saned, conmiritndors--facions
10 contribating to the fire starting, the anea of origin, so on
it sod so forth. Each and all those Fields In the Louisiena
tz Fire Incident Repocts are made to, ax [ sid, first off, show
L3 thet there wes a fire and tat spmehody could come and get
14 end kold and exy, "We had a fire st our hotxe,” and show the
L5 insymoce company or whosver they went to, "Thid ia s record
1§ showing that we did, indeed, have a fire meident &t our
17 houss," or wherever. And secondly, all the fekix that are
11 mporicrd in ihag, bosides giving the Informaticn to snybody
15 that's lookiog at it and veading through it making a
M determination of what tright have bappested there, 15 10--a5
21 mmuck ss for aoything else, W compile stats, not only for our
22 depariment, but Tor the stefe of Eonktleny and foc the United
13 Siateg, o 1 whole, becsuse afl these reports are tumed in
24 to the state on & quarkerly basis and the stake enters them

25 clectrical fires?

15 in the datzbaze—-or enters the statistical relevamce in tho

Pape 14 - Page 17
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Q Okay, Isthat Information For All Fires form
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Page 15 ' Page 20
1 database, And then, the nationsl level petx it fromthe | 1 A Reslly, that's shout it, besides the cormputer-

2 saky along the sseme menmér to comopile netionel stils. Sa 2 gencrated fimes, any other nerrative itoma tha the

3 the point 1'm getting at more than anything else is this isj 3 dispatchers when they make the report may have put in,
4 really ot an imvestigalive report, but it is an Tocident 4 Q Okay. What wes your involvernent in preparing this
3 Report that relates very basics about the incident that 5 mport?

f§ occurmsd. 6 A Actuslly, oooe, other then as 1 stated carlier,
? 0 Okay. Is there 8 separmie investigation report for | 7 12lling the captaim on scens what T believad the origin of
g thig fire? R the fire—and I think in this case waen't sure of a cause,

9 A Themis not. Tdonot open investipative files on | 9 Well, matier of fact, I'm qure 1 wasn't sure of 2 capse. The
10 any fires that ] deem accidertal. I have 2 criteria that | |10 origin of the fire was, which was faidy obvious ta everybody
11 follow es ia when I'm dispatched to fires and, unlesa the |11 there snyway, s Then he woubd have coiorad that information

12 fing makes & suspicions or arson cause, [ don"e meke B |12 onta his Infarmetion Far All Fires form which was then cetled
13 report. 1 only continue my investigation on, i there is— |13 imto the dispaccher wha sdded ehat infonmation ta this report
14 you koow, if T necd to look inte a suspicious cause, 14 that you se¢ before yom.

15  Q And why ia it that you didn't open an investigative1s @ 8o I just went to make sure that 1'm clzar on this,
16 fie here? Is it because you dida’t deem this to be a cese}li Your involvement regarding the Incldent Report that we have
57 of arsom? I7 from the Ouachita Parich Fire Department before ue todey was|
18 A 1did not deem it to be an arson. 18 to supply the arigin of the fire?

19 Q Okay. Let's talk sbout this March 13, 2002, fire 13 A Righ. And a cause, if possible.

20 and the repoet we have in Front of us. Whet did you usmin = |20 Q@ Chwy, And with respect 6o ctimse, yod mid o wers
21 oeder to prepace thia report? Did you keep 2ny notes or-- 21 not surg of the causs, Is that correct?

x A 1did not 22 A Correct

23 ¢ Did you make amy notes? 23 And it iy infoouation from you that was inputed
24 A Ididwot. What 1 did wes, when [ g0 to the sceoe |24 inko thiz port?

25 sl look at a acens &l it ends up being an accidemal or I 25 A Right

1 deem it to be accidental at that Gme, [ will walk up bo the

2 captain hat is the jurisdictional captain for that eree—in
3 other words, for that diatrict, end usually the first-in fin
4 trock For that particwlar scene—and tell him, *Thixs ix what

5 I found,” or "Thia ix my opinion,” and a5k him te convey that
6 intn bis repect. And he writet information dowe on & form
7 that's called m Informaation Foe All Fims form.  And from
8 that form, when be gots back W the fire sation, he calls Q Okay, I'd likc in go through the repost, then.

9 owr dispeich center, md our dispetchers take the mformation I'll give you & wimute to wrike that down,

10 directly from thet form, and they also—he faxcg that faem o 10 A Go ahead,

11 them &nd they file that form, And then,— 11 0§ Okey. Does snyonc have ta sign off on this repart?
12 Q Wik dothoy file it? Fust in-howse? 12 A No

k3 4 loenoffice. Yeuh, in-house. And then, they make |13 Q This is, then, purely printed oat of a database?
14 sure that all the information is entered into their datshase |14 A Uhchub {yes). )

15 bocause, a8 soon as that truck ie dispatched on g fire, thejls  Q And who—-well, let'z go through it at the top.

1§ firet truck is dispatched, it's going to gemerate this 16 Start with Field A, :

17 Tncident Repart. The Incident Repoct hea to be finishad et (17 & Okay.

18 uaitglhuiufmlﬂim\nﬂ'tlmtimidﬂt—Fq'ﬁHF'mfm 12 Q Wﬂmmmw&um&
19 Q Okay. So the Information For Al Fires form 315 a [19 firg?

% dacument which wes used, at least in part, o formulaie— 26 A Youx=ts number. It's a fire departmeni

maintained arprwhere in the fire deparbment reomrds?
A Uh-bwh (yes).
Q How would we pet that? Where ig 7
A 1 can gt it for yooo
3 Olmy. Would you do that7 | wonld sppreciate that.
A Sure.

MO e M e e W R

21 A Riglw, 21 identification mumber, Ench department in the state of
22 —the Incldent Report form that we have in froat of |22 Lovisiana hes one. You see the Incident date. Station was
23wy today? 23 the station whose disirict was the closest fire station to
. M4 A Right 24 the location the fire occurred, which says Station No. 1.
25  Q What clse went into thet proceas? 25 Q Okay. What disirici ig that in?
Page 18 - Page 21
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i A Itig Districe 5, 1 A On the street is Finks Hideaway Road, whigh is in
2 g Okay. Wixre 5 1t locaied? 2 the addresa location just bolow thal. And it =y, absg, in
3 A It's locaied op in the Town and Country/Swartz | 1 Field B, "Was it sh emengency,” and the anywer was “Yes ™
4 HICA, 4 0 Okay. And Field C simply describes itaga
¥ ) Do yon know wha the digtriet chief is—or actually | 5 boilding fire. Is that comect?
f wes ot the time of the fire? & A ComeclL
T A Accordemg to thig,~it's down on Line M, The 7 © And Field D tellg us that no aid was given, [
4 officer in charge them i5 Lenwy Daniels, £ agsume that's aid o sy individuels?
9 Q Doyou know Mr, Denizla? 9 A "Aid givent or received” sctunlly refera o other
m A ldo. 10 dopartments or outside agencics that mey have respanded,
11 Q What does Ficld B el uy about the fire? 11 which did oot in fiis case.

12 A Isaya, "Altemnative location” or "Census tract." |12 Q@ Okay. So in this case, Station |, whick is
15 They dea't teck those, to be bonest with you. They fust-- 13 District 5, handled the fire themselves?

14 That's atways 8 "no* from what I've acen, 14 A Actually, there wes several Uocks fram that
13 Q What docg that mean, "Alicrnative location” or 5 district that handled §t. There was at least three niher
B “"Congus raci™? 16 trucks, and they are liged on the aext page §f v wanted o

1?7 A 1'mnolreally sure. You know, they have a book {17 Jook at ihat,

18 that shoows whet all twmoe fields meea. I'mmtomewhatan [1B Q Ohay,

19 aftemnative Jocation—of course, the census tract would be[19 A But I balieve thene was probably & wmimmmam of a
2 scH-cxplaatory, but I veally don't know what altemative 20 rescue ftruck, thres Bre tnacks, the district chicf and

2t location— 21 uryseif, poxsibly cven a doputy chicl. "We could grt mto gt
22 Q What book would 1211 ns what el these codss mean? |22 i we fook through that.

23 A It comes from the State of Loudsiana, Stare Fir {23 O We'll gt tothat Sure. All right. What's the
24 Mprshal's OfTice. [ think it"s the Touisizna Fire Incident 29 next field? El, what does that tell us?

25 Reporting Sysem Handbook, or something mch as. And it's (35 A E hag the slarm times, arcival times, the--it bas

Page 23 Page 25
1 fwirty long hecames it shows what Gmgo ineach field and 8 | 1 the contrpl time.  That's blank in thig case. And the Iast
2 variety of sypwers. And, b be homest with you, thie repont 2 unit cleared. The atarm tine, that was the thme--it gays
3 ix abbrevinted. Tt coubd be—depending If you open one field | 3 53:38:10 on 3-13 of '02. ‘That was the tine that the 911 call
4 up, meny times it will open up sncther couple of pages i you | £ was received Ffrom the 315 Center.  Asival tiows shows hat
5 need to ues that infarmetion. So it's-- § 5:46:32 was the Lime that Engine 201 would have srrived on
6 @ Sowe may not have the full report? 1s thet whm | 4 scene, the first--ons of the trucks from Station 1.
7 you're saying? ‘There may be subfickis within cach of thess | 7 Comtrolled is the time it should hold if it's filled out 23

3 Tickds? 2 the time that the fire itsclf was controlled. Meny times
T A Mo & that's Jeft blank. 1"m not qune always why, Tt meny tmes
m G OCh 10 it is. The last unit cleared is 8:18:43 on the same daie,

11 A Where this report is coneerned, yvou don't. Butif |1 and it indicaies the time that the 1ast onit, fire onit, 1eft
£2 you bad a report thet opened up every subficld or whatever, |12 the scene that morning.

13 it wonld be a bengthy roport. 'What I'm trying to get ot is 11 @ Okay. Fiald F, what does that telf us? That the
14 the memusl that describes all the fields is really kengthy (14 fire was extinguished? -

15 becanse there's & lot of fielda that could show up should you {15 A Right, Tho aclion taken, In other words, was it
15 meed them. 16 Bn extingurishment? Was it a public service call? Whet was
17 ¢ IF a subficld was—if information was ioputted inlo |17 it? Thoir rosponse was ta extinguish

i3 & subfleld, would that bave grinted out when this fom was LB Q@ Dkay. And Ficld 1 folls us how maoy personzel

1% prinied? 19 were on the seene, Ln addition to what apparatus wag on the
2 A Yes 20 scene?
20 Q Okay, What clsc docs Ficld B &1l us? 21 A Right And it shows the apparatuz, the numhber of

22 A T aeya "Location” and "Emtrgency.” Under 22 pemonns], the types of wnitt that were there.
23"Inmﬁm,'itm'sumtaddmx_,'mﬂﬂl'stﬂingus 23 Q Okey. What does Field G2 tel] as?

24 that it did occur on & steed, M A G2 is n estimation of the propenty's valoe md the
25 @ And where ig thet? 25 lagesg related 1o the fira that oeovmed.  Something I shouhd
Pape 22 - Pape 25
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Page 26
1 bring acmes in thoee veloes, these are definit=ly estimates
2 anid just estimmeies done by the firefightars.
) Bnsed on their on-scene chservation?
A Right. Based on—
) The day of the firs?
A Right,
q Okay. Thoy don't come back »t & later time—
A HNo.
9 ¢ —and rensscss or cvalume the property?
1 A No. Andit's 2 hasic cvalustion. And again, this
11 iz & mpont and thase higures, probehly more than anathing
12 else in this Teport, are egtimations that are only mads for
13 statintical prrpose to give us x savesloss valee,
14 3 Who made the asgsesaments in this case of the
15 propecty value end Joss and content vahus and loas?
i§ A |am going to sysome thet the capkin that made the
L7 report, zod | coudd dig dowa through the ropart and el you,
18 muade those sss=ssnenis. :
13 Could you tell me that?
20 A lcan, Letme get over to pege 4. And Engine 101
2] o Appeswis Type B, Ses doom thers, "Fmployes: Ty Scalis,
23 Ceptein"™? He should have been the one thet made thig report.
21 H's possible that somehody else did, but—or made the
24 Infarmation For ALl Firea form that called thia in to the—
25 the mformetion that the dispatch center naeded to complete

O = o Lh M

Pape 28
| wene alenicd?
T A This relatez, of conrse, of whether ot not there
3 were detectory presnt el whether or not they soomded, snd
4 chvioushy they did
5§ Ficld 1, it gays, "Not mined use.” What does that
§ maan?
7 A "Nat mixed nse™ mcana it wos a single-family
1 r=idendcs and Aot & husooesesidence, sorocthiog like thet
% @ Okay. And the ofTicor in charge is Leroy Danicls.
10 You w1d us that before. Cornect?
11 A Right. Leroy Daniels was the district chief on
12 thet call, What it mesns when I see that —ket me seroll
13 down through here and see. {Penizes documant } Chisf
(4 Daniels in & district chief. Hes over that particuler
t5 Disirict 5 oo that shift, B Shift And his chief officer ia
L& = deputy chief wha on that shift was Jerry Crawfand, and it
17 shows tha Chiel Crawford was dispached, but pever went 1o
LG the scoe. In other words, be wes haood anmnd.  So what
19 happened, while Chi=f Dandcls has 8 superior on shift, the
MW superiar on shift didn't come, probably because Chicl Danicls
21 told him, “I've gok the situation handlzd; you ool need to
23 continue 0 the soone.™
23 Q What doeg the report tell ws about the area of fire
24 origin? And specifically, 1'm referring w Field D1,
25 A Allright. Yon're looking on page 27

Pags 27
| this Incident Reporl.
2  Q But typically, it's the--
1 A Typically,it's—

& G —capiein who does it?

5 A —the first-in firg truck, the captsin on the

6 first-in trock, which would bave in this case should have
7 been Tony Scelin who did ther.

E  Q Okxy Andcould you telf me what property losses

9 wewl yaliw anct content tosecs ared vatoe wers identified under

In Field G27

Ii A InField G, it says property losses, thirfy-five

12 thrmsand dollars ($35,600Y, a propesty value of five hudred

13 thowssnd deilars (3500,000). I'm oot =wxe if that iocludes—

14 it should include, bot I'm not surg, It docsn’t meke seree

L5 to me, in 2 way, that it wonld inchule pot only the Lome
16 fiself, tnnt the vehiclas that were iovolved in thet fire. Tt
17 ssams like 2 low Joss to me in that aspect, but--

1B Q What abowt the conients?

19 A Tha contents wonld have been the cont=nts of ithe
20 horse which showa a thirty thoussnd doller ($30,000) Lox: and
21 a vato of tvm himdred and fifty thousand dollare (5250,000%.
22 Q Okay. 'I'l'aniaId,t]u.tmdmaHﬂutﬂmum

1) no deathe or injuries. Corvect?

) A Yosu.

Page 29
I Q Correct.
2 A Tclla yoy the arca of fine origin is what D1 asys.
3 If says, "Vehick storage ares; garage, carport,” which it
4 wns a gaTRge,
5 Q Okay. Now, is this where you would have started
6 providing your input for this report?
7 A Actunlly, it's where the information 1 gave shoakd
B have been entered. Right,
9 @ What about Ficld E17 Would the informadion you
10 gave have been reflecied in the E fisld?
11 A Yes El gays, "Cauee of ignition,” and the
12 reaponss 1 "Caose undetermined after inveatigation,”
13 g GRay. Cen you tell me whal you did in order to
14 provide the information that's reflected in this report which
15 zays, "Cause undetcrmincd aftor imvestigation"?
B A Well, 1 went to the fire that moming.
7 O Bow wen you notified of the fire?
13 A I'm sure they cither paged or called 2t home. |
18 don"t remember which ane [ called them back. They told me
0 what wee golng on, where it was. And [ arrived over there—-
21 mniter of fact, it's got some tines.
22 Q Ofory.
23 A Tet'axoe
24 @ Can you tell us what time you arrived and how loog

23 G Okay, What sbout how the ocoupents of the home

25 you were at fhe scone?

Page 26 - Page 20
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Page 30 Poge 32
i A Onepage 4, my unit sumber, I'm Car 31, T way 3 ‘What part of the carpart arca, this direct fire
2 dispatched according to this repart at 6:33. 120t on spene impinpement?

A Pretty much all of it,
Q Did you take any photographs?

3 ot 6:40 wod lefi the scene af B:138.
4 @ Okay. And after this, arriving at the scens at

5 &40 end leaving al 8:18 am_ osr March 13th, cicl yisa ever A 1 did not,
§ retarn o the acenc? Q Is that something you typically do in your fure
7 A Ididoot investigation=?

B =1 B LA B Ll bl e

8 @ Other than the investigation that you would have A Not unfess it's suspicipus or an arson firg,
9 porformed between 6:40 am. and 8:18 am., did you perform Q Okey. What type of liphts wer on the top of the
10 any other investigation at any other time of the fin? 10 carport?

L]

11 A No. 11 A Ireally don't remember.

12 G Coeuald you 1]l me, then, please, what you did 12 When you wene in the—and 1'mm mterrupting you from
13 betwesn 6:40 and 1: 187 13 your explanation, but we' 1l get back 1o that in & minute.
14 & Well I'll try to the best of my racollaction. 14 When you entered the carport on that day, de you remember

15 It's bean a Littls while. | zercember arriving that moming. 15 obeerving if there wan mnything inside the carport, gronge?
16 OF course, we bad the three or four cogines on seeneand 2 |16 A Goshe The only thing my recollection tells me ig
17 rescoe umit I believe § remember the carpart door being |17 the Bronco and the Lincoln.

18 cither up or torn down. 1'm not sure whichone it was, |18 Q And yow don't rerember if thers were-—-

19 Thers wag a Fond Broaco and I believe o Lincole Contivental |19 A A buoch of firemen.

M car gitting under the camport, 1t was obvious from the 120§ Well, besides the fitemen, just siuff that--

21 damage dons ta the vehicles which vehicle had ignited firgt, {21 A T really don"L

22 which was the Ford Bronco. 12 may have kept in his parape?
23 3 How wag that obvious tn you? 23 A ]1reslly don't recall.
24 A Because of the amount of burn on that vehicle, Tt |24 ¢ You dom't have any zpacific recollection of that?
(25 wag rmch greater than anywhere else. 25 A Netatall
Prge 71 Page 33

I  Q Qkmy. Ard becmre the amommt of bum s the Brongo | 1| Okay. Please continue with your explanation as to
2 was prester than an the Lincoln, you then conchuded theat #1— | 2 what you did that day.
3 A It was really phvions, you know, beyond a ghiadow ol | 3 A Went into the carpart area.  Asked the guys about

4 a doubt that the fire bad originated at the Bronce. It 4 fire extent fraon thern, end they told me that it had got nto

5 spread from the Bronea up inte the carport area, if I 5 the atthc and they had put it put. Asked wes home a2
& remember right. Thers wene lghts up in $he oeiling, end it 6 the time of the fire, and they told me Was

T sceme like it got pood mceess into the: atfic area of the boms 7 and probehly sither oo or twa mome penple, fraen what [can
& from there, B remwmber. I'monot gare if it was one or two. T remember it

o 3 Woul you tell me what-1e]l me evenytining you can 9 wae foggy that moming. That's sumething I remember, very

16 vecall about the Lights in the cailing— 0 foggy.

11 A Dreally- 11 @ Does that have any impset on the fire?

12 Q —of the carpont, 12 A No. Notreally. It in a Emited way might impede

12 A Right. I mally don't recall mueh, 1 know that 153 i, vooy limited. It lms an affect on response of fire

14 the openings arnctind the Jlghts allowed a quicker access, or {14 trucks a Iot of times, though.

L5 ihe opening of the Lighta themselves, Fire i an animal that {15 @ Was there any delay in your opinioa of the

16 bookn for ihe easicst way ko get in something it can, 80 it |16 response? T noticed thoy got there about cight minotes

17 did that at the area of the light or lights. T can rernember| 17 afier.

18 that, It gt vp into the attic arca. Tt soems like, onee: IE A Nb

19 you went ingide the bouse, you ed to0 g0 up a stairesy that |19 Q Okay.

20 took you tn that particolar ettic ames thet wee jusl over the |20 A | looked at the wehicle. It was apparent that

“[2t carport. Ther's where the fire thar impinged into the house |21 the--

22 had dooe damage. Tlmow thet theve was amoke demega, 1 22 @ Which vehicls, now?

23 beliove, to probably some other areas of the house, bt sy 123 A The Ford Bronce. Excuss me. And it was apparent

24 of the dincgt firc impingrmont hepponad actaally rght over |24 that the fire had sacted in the ogine compartment and that

25 the carpat in the attic ares &nd in the carport arca itsclf. |25 was pretty much all | could icll on thet end. T remember
Page 10 - Page 13
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Q Okay, Why did you do that?
A To further confirm the area of origim.
Q Was anyona elss with you wiena you did that?

6 actiona were st moming.
7 @ And what did he tell yine, to the best of your

Drecomber 7, 2004
Paps 34 Page 16
1 spceking to, I betieve ] I'= prety sor it wes 1 ¢ Wem these purely visible—or visual obssevations?
2 kim. I'd met kim before, so [ think it was. Ifitwen't, | 2 A Purely visual
3 it would hawe beem one of the other people thene, 3 Q Visyal? Gkay. Drid you open the hood of the Ford|
4 fact, I think—it would have had fo have been 4 Bronco?
5 because it wes hig vehicle and I had ssked him whathis | 5 A Yes
5
T
B recollaction? 2
9 A It'zs a Bitle bit akctchy and e Tittle bit funny, 2 A I'm surc there was n big crowd of firemen right
10 what [ remember.  Anct the skeichy part of it, [ ioow thathe |16 there,
1l wag up carly, sarfier then 530, amd what [ mnember isthat |11 @ Did you make soy ngtes ot other potations on that

12 he said he had been hiving golf balls ourt on the bayou |12 because I know that thet's not identified in this report,

L3 boceuss hin home hacks op o e beou thee. And T was kind 13 3 No,Ididn't, but 1 know that—

t4 of thinking it was funny for somebody o be hitting golf |14 A Yon have & perxomal recollection of hai?

15 bally in the fox, tmt if thet's what pru-maybe yoeeen’tsee j15 A Right I know that one thing I"ve geen iy thiz

" |16 when you break your bayon oeighbor's windows out. 1 don't |16 Teport there on page 2, It says, "Item firgt ignited " I

17 Emow. Or you really thought you were hilting tham a long way 17 says, "Electrical wiro, ¢cable msulation.”

18 if you didn't hewr them splash or svmcthing. I doa't know. @ Okay. And that's Ficld D3 on the report?

19 But that's wirt be said he wes going. And | do renomber A Right, And, you know, I think thal's an

20 osking him if be had been 1n the vehicle, used the vehicle, inaccuracy. 1 don't think that should be on this report,

Zl the 1ast fimoe he Imd. And | sem to remember him seying he Q@ Why not?

22 hed granked i that moming, and 400" remember wiry, Them A Becausc I didn't find ther [ just found that it

21 wra some sort of expleaation. Fz bad had to go out ther for started in the engine compartment af the vehicle, and that

24 something. 1 tesm b remember himm Saying b had tranked it |24 was all I could t€]l. So more likely than not, the reason

25 T don't remembey exartly why. But, yoo know, he didn't say that g in here ix becattee the firemen thought, *Well, gosh,
Page 35 Page 37

1 beJeft it vunniog or anyihing like fhat, 5o it waen't it must have heen that,” you kmow. Or maybe they asked him

1 muming under the earport. And that*s pretty much when | at the dizpatch, "Well, you don't knew where,” and he sxid,

3 mnde sy thet he knew ho neaded ta contact his insurance "Well, maybe it was 8 wir® You know, sormething Like thet,

LEHOHNERES

4 coampanyy and s on left the scene. So actually, that's not accurate and shouldn't be in this
5  Q Do youlnow repart.
& A Idon't Q Oksy, And that's Figld D37

A Right. And like I said —
Q If you knew the: it that was first ignited, then

00 =] o Uy B b b o

7 @ Okay. Had you cvex talked to him, to yoor
3 kmowledge, before the firme?

3 A Mo 9 that's information thal you wonkd have provided?
(0 Q Hawe you telked to IMm since? 0 A Right It would bave come dinecly frma e And
1 A No 11 tnary timesg, 1 do review these reports, bot ondy if it's--1

12 You stated that it was apparent to you thet the 12 cemainly mview the information that's put oo these reports
13 firo sierie in tho sngine compartment of the Fard Brenco. 13 if it's m suspect fire or an wrson Fire becmss of two

14 A Uhlmh (yes) 14 ressons: Mumber one, | nay want to exchade ibesny that ere
15 @ Coukld you ioll the, please, in dotail &g best you |15 poing o a suspect; and wumher two, | may want it Lo be very
16 can what oheervations led you to that conchision? 16 complei= going for other canses, so—but I very rarely, if

17 A lcan'tsec #t in my mind. 1 sec pictures over [7 over, wyiew the information that goes in the accidental
18 (here, It may belp me if T look at those to ]l you, But |1E reports wnkss I'm doing this.

159 what 1 would Bave lookoed at would heve bean [ooking For 12  What was it abowt your visual inspection of the

20 indicaliong of whers the fire bad burnes the lngest. The 20 engine compartment that ked you to believe: thet that's when
2t eawrples would be the metal washed oyt or whited ot bettar |21 the fire originaed? Just the extent of damages?

22 in that ares then amywhere clse on, say, tho hood area or |22 A AgIsaid, ] don't recall- Right. The extent of

23 whawever. And [ don't—~ Fcan't in my mind remember exactly ) damage.

24 what it loaked lilos, bnxt T knoer that in my eapericoce that's |24 ©} And wiat do you mean by "damape"?

25 what 1 theneght, so— 25 A Damsge from fire. The dedege to the coogroocnts of

FPage 34 - Page 37
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I the engine, the damage to the insulation ander the hood, the
1 way the paint Joaked on top of the hood, sspeciatly where all
3 this relates to bow the rest of the vehicls Jooks,
4 0 Ohay, Did you touch any of e components ingide
5 the head, or the engine compartment of 1 Bronco?
§ A Notin any way thal wonld have changed any
T evidenrs, for gare. 1 nean, I may have prodded a litthe bt
R oc lifted something out of the way. Probably not, thoogh
9 We never taks mything or disturb enything nnle=x it comes Lo
10 tha point of havisg to put fire out, In that case, we might.
11 But in this case, we didn't, Matier of fact, the guys may
12 hawe—ar they probebly did have 1o force the hood open. Just
13 about every time a vehicle burns, the hood release cable is
14 the first thing that goes and they have to pet out great big
1% old tools and tear stoff up so that they can get in dhere 1o
16 that engine to put that fire cut  That was probiably done.
17 0 Other then lifting the hood and visnally inspecling
18 the engine catpartment, did you mspect any other part of the
15 Ford Bronco that morning?
2 A I'msore [ would have locked im—everywhers in the
21 wvehicle, Idon't recall anything urmsual,
2z 3 Do you recall whether there wero any afteimarket
23 itmms in there, telephone, €D players, anything like that?
4 A Not at all,
25 You don't nacaft?

Page 40
home ar anything like that So, certainly, with the fine
el pceuraed, there would bave been smnke demage.  How much,

I don't kmow.,

@ Do you recoll making any obasrvelions reganling the
burn patsern within the carport? [*m oot talking shout oo
the Brooeo, bt slong the walls and aloag the muxior of the
carport and, if s0, did you atiribulke any significance to
that burn patrern?

& A [ didot sec any odd bumn patiemns or [ would have
10 noted it if there wene any.  Bat I don't recall there being
11 any. Az I said, my determination wes that the origin was at
12 the Bromeo amd that amything 2lee T zaw would have £t that
conclusion.

¢ Do you recall making eny observalions af the ground
on the inside of the carport?

A 1dide't. Tdon't think I did, I may have, but--

Q Okay. Looking at Ficld E2 on page 2 of your
report., could you el me whist that says and the mesning of
19 that?

M A EH2says, *Factor 1 contributing to ignition." In

21 other words, it's s2ying—when it says "Facter [" it memms

22 it could be ooe of ssveral Factors, go it just names Factar
B 1. It ;ays "Undstermingd," which naasrally il was oot
24 deterrmingd. IF the cause ie not delermioed, the factor
25 camnak be desermined

1

2
k|
4
3
1]
7
B

Papz 39
1 A Idooot recall
7 Q Turning to page 3 of your report and looking at
1 Field J2, could you tell mo what Is meant under that fsid?
4 A "Fim spread,” Iiem J2 oo page 3, says, "Confingd
5 to roont of origin,” § dom't keow exactly how accomie that
& iz B it e been confined to 1be roans of origin, it would
7 have stryed in the carpord, if you could call that @ room. 1
8 guess with the capoet door down, it ia actually a reom. But
9 it actuslly got inko the eitic arca, s0 that iy somewhet
10 Inaccurax in itsel, also.
11 @ Other than getting into the attic and being in the
12 carporl, to your knowladge, did the fins spread to sy olher
11 part of the dwelling?
14 A Mo
15 Q Did vou obeerve any other damege, smoke dameg:?
15 A I'm mare theve would have been some emoke demage
17 and water damage associted with that, .
15 Q Is tho exiemt of emcke demage something that you
19 typically investigate when you're doing your fire scene
20 investigations?
21 A I it's a acene that's 3 orime scenc, 1 pay a
22 lintke more stieation. 'With the fire that occurrcd at this
23 home T can ronanbor walking mia the home. I emember pning
24 up the stairwcli that led to the atic space sod looking in

Page 41
qQ And the cxune here was nod detormined by you.
Coect?

A Right,

Q What about Ficld D2, the heat source?

A D2 says, "Heat source.” 11 i3 also undetermined,

0 Feld D47

A Right. DM says, "Type of material first ignited.”
It sayn, "Flanmvable pas or othar.* Yo know, I don't think
that's—1 dea't know why they pil that there aither, I don't
think that"s accurate at afl, since, ax ] stated earlier, we
Jon't know whaet started it, w don't know the cause, you
know. Ifwe don't know the cause—well, it's poxzible we
coultd see the material first ignited, bt yoa can®l say
"[lammable ges* just the same way you can't say "clectricat
wire" nnder “itomn first ignied."

3} It thers anything else that you did in your
investigation of this fire that you haven't 1old us about
already?

A Mo
2% ¢ Other then | and the firefighters ot the
21 azene, heve you talked or spolen with anyane el regarding
22 this fire?

21 A Not io my ecollection. I mean, somebody could
21 have called me for & report and they wpald kv got the mme

1
F
3
L
5
]
7
.3
9

10
[1

11
13
14
15
1§
17
12
19

25 there md not going back even i the bedroamn areas of the

25 thing that you pot,
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4 ) Once yo: sawr the bars peteam an the Bronco a8 you

5 deseribed earlier, you didn't go invesligate any other

& possible cources of the fire. Correct?

7 A That wag, ag ! gaid, in my opinion the origin of

8 the firy wes the engine compactment of the Ford Broneo, and 1
o woald heve looked for other sotwces bad thens been B couza
18 to. Ididn't find 2 necd to,

11 Q Soyou pretty nnach stopped there.

12 A Okny,

13 MS. McGLINCHEY: 1 don't heve any cther
14 questions for you. The other atorneys may
I5 have some qoestions,

15 WITNESS: Olxy.

17
18 my oAme is Jobm Fisthesser, We mel

19 bricfly your deposition. 1'm here on

20 behalf of MetLife and Dr. Barmow.

21 EXAMINATION BY MR FISCHESSER:

22 Q Whea you got to the scenc of the fire, the vehickes
23 were still Jocatsd in the carpert?

MR. FISCHESSER: I just have & couple. [~

- R versos Ford Motor Multi-Pags™ I
December 7, 2004
' Page 42 Poge 44
1 G Do yourecall speaking o Bob Demnis? 1 {To Mr. Wyrick); Bill?
2 A Oees, I1doo'L I've talked io Bob before, but 1 z MR. WYRICK; Okay, Just a couple of questions
3 don't remember talking to him sbout thig fire, 3 for you, sir.

5  Q !know ymi've been sl a couple of questions on

& this subject matier already. You snid the cars when you
T arrived at the scens wene stiil in fhe gavaps, 1o that

E right?

g A Right

It Q And do you remember anything elae that wea in the

11 gamape hesides the twy carg?

12 A Ireally don't I thene were other iierms there,

13 in my recellecting at this point smnc two and a hall years

14 later, I don't recall at all.

5 Gotyoun. Mow, you said you arrived st the scone at
16 about 6:40 a.m.?

A Let me refer 1o thiz report to make sure. The

18 report s8ys | was—-my amrival, right, was at 5:40.

13 Q And that's spproximately one hour afier the initial
20 alarma?

2L A Right

22 0 And, also, approximately an hour after the arrival
21 of the first unit at the fine?

Q D¥d you also have the apportunity to observe the
emca imrmodiataly aromd thoeac vohicles? Dn other wordsy, any
stenms thet may beve besa on the floor o in closc proximity
o et

A I had an opporiunity to, yeah,

B Q Allright If you sould have— Given the
9 opportonity o chserve thass items if there were aay, if you

LRI ST ST Iy RN

i1 the fire, would you heve noted that to the caplain?

12 A Certainly,

13 Q And wonld the captain have then poted that in his
14 report? ;

15 A Certaimly.

16 @ Do you recall based on your recollection of the
1T observatlons you made of the mea arpumd the Bronce of thae
[} boiog any ather what you dotcrmined could Ieve beon postatin
15 ignition sources for the firg?

27 A Nolin my opiniog, Do

21 ¢ Was there any doulrt in your mind upon accing the
22 wehicles ag they sat in the carport that the fire oripinated
23 in the engive compartment of the Ford Bronro?

124 A Aglsaid oot in wy opindon.  Comect.

4 A Right 4 A Comgt.
25 0 And you had the opportunity to observe them in the |28 Q Okay. Was the fire extinguished when yon got
Fage 43 Page 45
carport] L thene?
A Right 2 A Yes, itwas.

10 believed that they were involved in the cause or ocigin of{ 10 il the—cverything was extinguished up in the atlic and

3 Q Wem there Bny suppression activilies whatsoever
4 going on at the time you arrived?

5 A Ikoow that they were still up in the attic aren.
6 There waa oo water heing put on anything ihat T recell at
7 that tme. They were—and I can't—I'd say, a pretty good
# gweoss, they were gomg through the: mealation up thers in
9 rhat atiic arew @ kopking al pther iteoms o ke sipe that

1} wouldn't kead to the fire restarting at some point

12 D Iget you. Now, yvon told us that you sctoally

13 looked under the hood of the Ford Bronco. Comrect?
L4 A Cormeci.

i O Wm the Broooo still in the garsge when yoa did
16 that?

1) A It was.

11 0 AndI presume, sinee you woere opening the bood of
19 tte vehick, that it was—alihough it bad been involved in
20 the firg, it wag fully cxtinguished ot that point?

2t A Yes

2 Stifl hot?

13 A Mey bave been n little warma.  Might have been a
24 litthe smnonldering going om. It wouldn't e baen hot.

2 MR FISCHESSER: Okey. That's all I have.

25 Thew'd pat a lot of water on it

Page 42 - Page 43
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¢ Dot a lot of water on it?

A Yeah, thoy did.

© Now, you lefi e scene at aboul 8:18 am,, ga it
4 knoks like about--well, less then two hours sfier you pot
§ there, anyway. Right?

& A Right

7 Q Were the vehicles still in the garage when you

B I=ft?

2 A They were.

0 ) Wera you the last one that left?

11 A [weawithin ihe last group thet keft. 1 know a

12 bunch of s kft about at the same time. Matier of fact,
13 it"s probable that 1 kit before the rest of these peaple
14 left. Mmmﬂmhmmﬂmlmiﬂn{m
15 words.

16 0 Well, if vou look at the--what does it mean when it
17 says, "Last ynit clear” in your report?

18 A Yaah, Isaw that ;oxd ¥ knowr that coincides with--
19 it says “8:18:43." and it sxys the same thing oot minc, and it
20 alse =os the same thing on Engioe 101, But I oxe tell you I
21 was gone probably & littde it befors that o, T know
22 thene was—-alt the flee trocks thet had made the firs, mayba
23 all bat one of them gone when T Lefi, 3o there was--1 msin,
24 all but just one of theme pone when T loft, 50 most of the
25 units wese still there The time down there, T probshly keft

E
2
K

Fil
2¢ waliing srmnd in the gurage and pol! were even looking under
25 the hood, and 1 think checked out the vehicke quise

b thasitic.” Sowene they still up in the attic an hour and =

2 half later, making sure that the fire was suppressed?

3 A Yeah Ithink, because there was a lot of staff up
4 there Imean, yoo know, whet 1 can remember about ghat

5 attic, it was foll of boxes of stuff, and they were taking
& all the boxes ount.  And if you've—~maybe you have. I you've
7 ever been up in an attic that's bad a fire m it snd it's

8 ingulated with blown instlation or ather insulations, they

9 will po through svery bil of it and take it all oul o make

10 s thal thers ix no chance thze any embers or mything clss

11 gmouldering is up there to cause another firs to start amd

12 more damape ai a later time.

13 @ Did you discuss with any of the suppression

14 personmnet al the scene whether the vebicles themselves silher
15 wers going 16 be remierd from the garsge or shoold be remaved
16 from the garage?

17 A No.

I g DNd you bave eny undemstanding that e suppression
19 persennel were plaming 1o or, i fact, did remove the

20 vehicka from the gampg?

1] A | dan't have any knowiedas of whet they did after 1
22 lefi the somps.
Q Dixy. Npw, you've already lestified thal vou were

Page 47
1 before 8:18.
2  Q Were there any supgrression sctivities going on &t
3 the time thet you lefi?
¢ A No. As!said, the puys weve sl up in the attic
s ared going through stuff in the attic area  They were
& through with the wehick fine when 1 was Iooking at it. 1
7 wouldn't have beerr— 1 wouldn't bave nover oven lonked et
8 tleat Bromco if it wasn't totally extingnished. In other
o words, I would have oo nead 1o look st it—and not the
16 ability, sa much as smything clae, without the e
1t compistely extinguished. So w my knowledge, and I'me sors &
[2 would be peetty acourate, there vy no further extisgue ching
13 offerts done o either ane of the vebkickss at the e that [
14 wma there. For most of the thine | wad there and wiwa I 121,
15 the =fiorts wema't geamd toward extingnishment, bhat wone
56 peared towerds mekdvg mure tat everything waa extlngud shed
17 inthe attic.
I8 @ Okay Well, thwt we going to be oy next question,
19 When I originally asked youn aboyt firc suppmssion
20 activities, I asked you whether there were still fire
21 wmﬂﬂmmmuﬁmw}mmmm
22 A Right
23 Q@ And whon you deparied an bour el & hail later ond
24 1 asknd you whether thers were oy fire suppression
25 wetivities gomg or, you eaid, "Ae I eaid, they wers up in

Pape 49
1 tharoughly. Right?
A Ripht,
3 It was muppressed?
& Yes
5  Q Was there sny ceason 2 far a5 you kowrw to romave
& the vehicle from the garage &t that point?
T A Not anicss they wamied io g2t up into the attic
3 area froan the acess on the inskEs, (7 someone did that, b
7 T winkin"t—] waukin't s== why snyvbody noeded to. Perhaps
10 they did. 1dowm't inow.
11 Okay. Bt s far &0 you know, the vehicles wenen't
k1 removed as part of any sort of suppression pctivity, s leas
13 not by the time you keft?
14 A No, Ne-—
13 And they dido’t appear to need o be moved a5 a
16 reault of any—or as a part of any suppression activity?
t7 A Notiomy mowledge. No,
IE @ Arreyou a member of any cither stete or natlonal
18 ofganizations that either certify or licenss fire
20 iovestigators or arson imvestigators?
21 A That licensing queslion is kind of a strange one,
22 but I'm & metnber of the Internadiomal Association of Arson
2} Jovosligators anid a member of the Latisiana chapler of thet
24 organcmation, and also 8 member of the Migivsippi Fire
25 Investigmtors Associaticom.

2
3
4
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1 Q How Jong have you been 2 member of the Just want o give it 10 me, I'll be happy to

2 International Association of Arson Investigators?

3 A Gosh, ]think gimce '02 or '-3.

4  Q Did youhave W de apything to become a member of
5 thal organtzation?

& A You have to pay ducs and they have b different
T catcgories, They have & category Tor firg and investlgation-
& related folks, and then a category for those ihat aren't.
& And that's whet your dues ane baged on yaore than anything
10 else, They don't resily exclude amyhody thet wants to be 2
11 member and to Jearn sbout fires and their causes and
I2 investigations.

13 § Okay. So yor don't have to demonstrats to them
L4 chat you"ve completed any certain amoanit of course wark en
15 firt imwestigation of have a certam mumber of yoars of
16 cxpericnce in the ficld to be & member?

17 A No

18 @ Do you have la take any sort of st fo be a

IS membey”

2t A No. They have- The IAAI bes certification exams
21 that they can give to call you & certified fine investigator
22 through their arganization and it's & good certification from
23 what I understand. [ just baven't gone after it yet. But
24 you don't bave to be eertificd 1o be a momber.

25 Q ot you. Did you move the vohicles at all within

pBss ton

WITNESS: That'll work.

b3 MGLINCEHEY TO MR. WYRICK: Bill, can
just jump in and 2k one question along those
lines before your Finish?

MR WYRICK: Yeah Goahesd. 1 think I have
a couple more, bt go shead.

) MS. McGLINCHEY: Olay.

10 REEXAMINATION BY MS. McGLINCHEY:

1t ¢ If the firemen ot the ecene had wanted to or needed
12 to move the vehide out of ke carpart for any reeson, how

13 would they feve: done thet? Would they hayve pocded any

14 special equipment?

13 A Tt woukd have boen pretty ugh. Al the least,

16 ey would bave: had o bawve a whele lot of tham, Like, pick
17 it up and move them o, or pick up the front end or 1he rear
1% eod, depending on where the drive was, 1 get it to move
19 becanse, in that sitnation, you conldn't have natorally
20 crenked it up or put it in neutral. That wouldn't have
21 otcomed. ‘They would bave to heve hooked onitn it. In my
22 opiniom, thoy would bave probably hed by have hooked onlo it
23 with a winch o & fire truck and o chain tg gull it qut, and

24 that docsn't sownd like a very logical thing, although if
15 they harl wanted to, they would have boen fulky withla thelr

B =d Oh LA e Wi B3

Pags= 51
L the garage vven &8 part of your investigation?
1 A 1didn't, No. And ss I said, I don't think the
1 puys would have moved them unless they hail a need. 1 knowr
4 that if, of coyrss, the fire had gotten fotn the aitic apca
5 shove the earport.--aod it's posxible they might woold have—
6 mighi have moved the Bropen or the Continental or both
T sometime sfler [ [eft to pein an easicr pocess or soemething,
B bt [ don't—it hadn™t been done when T lnfi arovay,
9§ Well, they were already up in the mitic when you
1¢ left Right?
11 A Right Ubdhuh {ves). But, you know, that's what
12 I'm saying. If they were moved by our guya, they would heve
13 had some reason for it if they did, in fact, move it
14} Doy have amy reazon o believe your puys moved
13 it?
18 A 1doa"t pee where they wotlld have bad ta, bt T czn
17 cestainky find oot
Il Q Iwould like io know that,
19 A Bure. Il gt your contact information from you
20 and I'I} calt you back. Well, I*11 call all of you-or call
21 ooc of you with thet and bt 3 gt back with the others,
22 3 I wasgoing ur gay, I think Deindre probably los my
231 comtact information thege,
4 A Ckay,

Pape 53
1 right to do it.
2 M3, MoGLTNCHEY TO ME, WYRICK: Olwy. That's
3 it, Bill.
4 MR, WYRICK: Okay.
5
5

“ R, - oo s
g in your investigation, you said you

T opened wp the hond of the Ford Boonco end, basedt on the

B damage that you could ane ingide the engine compartroent, you
3 helieved it was--I think yow cven said beyond the shadaw of a
19 doubt thet the fire starfed in the engine compariment.

t1 Comect?

12 A Right

13 Q Now, did you happen io oolice whether there wene
14 any maieyials beneath the vehicle, whether liquid or

15 ctherwise?

16 A Idido’t 1'meure I looked under thers and 1

LT doo't recall, b be homest with you, what [ saw. Buot ! would
L& have looled under #, but I don't recell what T smw.
12§ Now, if & irt had entéred into the vehicle from
20 below, could it have caused damape: mzide the engine
21 comperiment similar to what you saw?

22 A Yeah, That's somcthing | would have to totally
23 agroe with.

34 0 Sir, I don't think I-have anymore guestions for

25 you. IF you could simply provide that information

5 b MeGLINCHEY TO WITNESS: Right [F yon

Page 50 - Page 53
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I whether the fire depactonent peraomoel emoved the vehickes or ATATE O LoULITARA
2 not to Ms. McGlinchey.
3 A [will I'll have that information for y'all Finisd OF DOACHITA
4 tomemor md 1" @il ansd—I've pot soma mong infoemation Lo
5 fax over. I'H just put i1 on the cover page. 1, EANDA J. EMIY, CRrtiliqd Court Bapsccar 1 asd g8r
& 3 Thet would be prest. Thank you very mach for your Tha Braté of Locislena, wm Hhm nEFiear mafors wham Esia
7 time. Captlwony was Lakus, sa hevaby carcily chak
B A You'rs weleome, aftnc THTLng Bass dulp mmre by —5:1
o '\_'IFI_&[EQIJ_NEHEI' That'a I_ Wf R.3. IT:2431, dld testl?r am sst forch L the Eocegalsg
1] Theok you for your time todey, Wo appreciae CGapanltinn 4t Che Lad mEFicup af Meclinshey Scaffacd, LAl
Il it. Tewar Oclve, Swlte A, Boarcw, Loslalams 71201, A the Tth day
12 WITHESS: Sore. ©f pacamsar, 004, SHMECLNT 4f 2193 poN. abd cencliding at
%} MS. M CHEY: You do have s opportteiity 1o 3318 pm.) THAE This CMITAMGNY Wil DupucEad Dy mm in te
14 rend and sipn your depogition, Would you like PHVTLLEE 4Bd SlMCtroRis [NQOKTANG AFChodd, Waw Roepiled amt
15 o yeaxl it end sign it or do you wish to waive trasaeribad undar mp prErosal direCEles Al NgmcVidios, md
L& that right? ir a Erad amd GUCCEEL EEAMSEFIpe b BRa Bast af ay aWllliey
17 WITNESS: Yeah, I'l] read it snd sign it. You and wndmretandleg: that I an sab rubaved ba moussel ox ro Eha
LE never know. Ilﬂjﬂl’ﬂhlblﬂtﬂiﬂ‘}mw girtisn Ptcale wor s [ okvarwise Lat Ln i
19 seemg bow dumb 1 sounded wt some point or of this matear.
Pl apother. This cerciflcacion 1s waild ¢aly far & Eranwcrlpe
21 ME. McOLINCHEY: And, agein, you con make woy acetmpapisg by o orlgiml rlgmsCucw s oxiyinal el oa
22 typo chenges— tnle page.
23 WITWESS; Kipht, Momrms, Lowdaline, thiz DSck diy of Oscasbar, 2004,
24 M5 McGLINCHEY: —or spefling, tax you can't
15 alier your testimony substanively. (HoayT Wuma 1. EMW, BCU
Page 55
1 WITNESS: Right
1 MS. McGLINCHEY: I think that's it.
3 WITNESS: All right.
' MS. McGLINCHEY: Thask you very muuch
5 WITNESS: You're welcome.
]
7
!
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Page 4
M3, McGLINCHEY: We have trial coming ap io
April, and that's why you received the Notice
of Depogition subpoena from our office.
EXAMINATION BY MS. McGLINCHEY:
@ Lei's get some beckground information from you,
please.
& Okay.

Q full namc?
A

Would ive mg
Q Wim you whether y've

given & deposltion before?

A Ulrhuh {yes).

[} Soyou s penersily familiar with the ground
rukes?

A Yeah,

0 Let m= just go over a faw basice quickly. The
court reporter here i3 talting dowm evetything that we say, 30
if you would pleem be s to werbalizs your answer instead
of nodding yaur heaxl, thet will moks her job a lot casicr and
the record clear. If you don't understand my gquestioa or
slmply want me to nepeat it or rephrase it, just stop me, ask
me to do that and I'll be happy to do s0.

A Dkay.

Q If you answer my quegtion, 1 am going o ssume
that yon oaderetnod it ATl rght?

Moo - O b e Lkl ke

=

1]
12
13

13

Page 3 Pagr 5
: STIPULATIONS I A Okay. Sure.
2 Tt is stipulaied and sgreed among counss] that thia 2 Q And if you will wail until I finish agking my
3 depasition of TN : (=kcr: pursuent to Motice | 3 questian bofare you snower it, it will make hor job canier,
4 by counsel for Ford Motor Company, and mey he wsod for all | 4 and | will try to do the same for yoa end wait until you
5 purposcs permitied by the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. | 1 finish answering oy quostion before 1 #sk the next one,
& All objectiona except a3 to the form of the question and [ 6 A Okay.
7 respansivencea of the sgwer zre msorved ontll mach dinees | 7 Q Bt i your address?
A tr depasition 15 offered and introduced into evidence. |8 A Avenue, Mooroe,
9 FEAEREF B R R E R R AR & P Q
w T was ndvieed of hizright 10 A Righe,
11 ko read end sign thig depoaition, and he elected do waive 1t Q@ Okay. And what is your phone number, pleasz?
12 that right. 12 A
]: EEENEEEEERE BEESEENER; i3 Q mmﬁm?
t+ | s rirst doty swor, testificd as {14 A Sales rep for Joha Rea Realty.
15 fallows: 13 ME. WYRICK: I"m soory. Could you sy that
16 MS. McGLINCHEY: my nameis 16 apain? I coukdn't hear,
I7 Deindre MeGlinchey, and 1 repecsent Ford Motor  [17 A Sales rep for Tohn Rea Realty.
13 Compmny in a lawsuit thai has bern filed 18 @ Okey. Amihow Jong howve you boon employed by Jobn
19 againgt it an ife, individually |19 Rea Reslty?
N andmbehm:mdw'mm 20 A Six, soven years.
21 today to agk you Bome questions sbout that 21  Q Allright. Bricfly, gir, what is your educational
22 lowguit. You have been identified as a 22 hackpround?
1 witmags, poagibly an witoess, on behalf (23 A Some college.
24 of MetLife 24 @ Whare did you graduas from high school?
23 WITNESS: . 25 A Neville.

Page 2 - Page 5
ERDS-205-1 o508



- |14 partner with my family.

‘126 you then went to work for Jolm Rea?

13 A Iowned Subway in Bastrop end opened Trie's 25a

15 @ Do you siilf own Trio's?
15 A No. Family doss.
17 Q 1est there ofien

18 A My recipes. .
19 Q Allmght. So afer your involvement with Trios,

T -AutuwrmsFord Motwr Muli-Pags™
- December 7, 2004
Pl!ﬂ.‘ﬁ : Pms
1 Q Wiatyoar? ! 0 Let me show you whet T have in front of me,—
2 A'TO 2 A Okay.
1 Q Allrigh. And where did you penticipers in some | 3 @ --and i1l me if you recognize i, please. It's
4 collage studies? 4+ two pages.
5 A L=Usnd Northeast. 5 M3 MLGLINCHEY: Angwe will go sbead and
6 Q But you didn't actmally et a collepe degnee from | & abtach thiz & his deposition, nnless there iz
7 either of those institiwtions? 7 an objection.
8 A Right £ A Yesh
9 @ Before you sterted working for Johm Rea, briefly, | ¢ Q You do recognize tha?
10 whet did you do? I A Yes.
it A Restaurmt 11 3 Why don't you keep that copy in front of you--
12 ¢ In whet capecity wae you cmptoyed by a mstauramt? {12 A Dkay.

13 Q --bocsusc I'm gaing bo ask you some questions about
14 it.

15 A AIl right.

16 3 Befare we pet to it, I got off the topic of your

17 edoeation, Other than what you told me, have you gone
12 through any type of vacational treining or courses?

v A Oh, real estate courses,

2§ Tell e about that, please,

21 A Right 11 A Toot's~1 don't remember bow long the course was,
22 ) Who iz your boss or supervisor at John Rea? 22t there's maybe @ six-month couese maybe. [ don®t Temenuber

23 A Iohn Res. 23 bow long it was. Whalever course i€ was ta take—1n siady

24 J Iz he back in town? 24 hefore you fake your license test

2% A R-E-A. 2%  Okay. So you took sorme courses in real estade, the

Page T
1 @ Yeab. Ishoqld keow that. 1s he back in town? Is
2 he working todsy? 1kmow be was away for a while,
3 A Howasn'tin the office today, so I don't know.
4 @ Hewas sway for & whila, He's back full-tims
5 working?
6 A Oh ysth Oh, yeah, yesh, 1sce what you're
T saymg. Yeah.
E 0 His Little tax Iszne thers, speot some time in
9 jail, I think?
1Ir A Yesh. Uh-uh (yes), Inachool Uh-Hwh (yes).
11 0 School? Okwy. Do you plan to give tesgtimony at
12 the Aprit triel in this lawsui?
13° A Ah-
M @ Have you been asked to give testimony?
13 A No
14 ¢ Teo your knowiedge, heve you been meistned by any
17 peaty in this lawsuit to offer an opinion?
18 A No
19 Q@ To the best of your recollection, have you ever
20 spoken with ey of the parties involved in this tawsuit?
21 A Not that 1 remember.
21 Q@ Okey. Do yvou recel! issuing a neport or a letier
23 in conmection with s lawsuit?
24 A A copy thet wes mext to me, 1 certuinly—once [ mw

Page 9
1 ficld of ral estate —
2 A Yes
1 Q -=before you took your r=al estale license tesi?
4 A Right
5 1 Okey. Do you necatl where you taok thase couraes?
§ A At ke Northeast Board of Realtors office.
7 @ And did you pasa those courses or—
E A Yeu
% ¢ What about the #est for your real estate license?
1& Did you pass that?
11 A Yes.
12 When was that?
13 A Same time, Six or stven years ago whenever |
I4 gtariad with John Res,
t5 O Is your real catate licenze something that's
L& required to be kept uwp through continting hours in neal
17 cstaic?
1% A Yes,
19 § How does et work?
20 a [hink it's eight hours contimung ed cach year,
21 and that's ebout it, Yeah.
21  Q I your license currenk?
2 A Yeg
2% Q Okay. Other general backgronnd aqueestions. Hawve

25 it, yeah, I definitely did thet

25 yom over leatified in onwrt o A witaess in tee fisld off reat

Page 6- Page 9
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I catate? A Probation.
T A Yer Q Probation? That's what I meant. Who was your
3 @ Om how many occasions? probation officer? Do you rroember?
4 A Oz A MNo. Idoa't remember.
5  Q Tell me about that. Q Do you remember what your sentcnce weg?

& A Tt was = deal with [ 1 400"t remember
7 e ather Toan"™s name but be was oul of Houston, on Kingston
3 Apartments. Gave my opinion on rental income.

3 @ On the vahi on rental income?

1 A Ubrhyh (yca).

11 @ Who was the judge? Do you recall?

12 A No,ldon't

13 Q Where was that trial?

"I14 A City of Monsoe, I beliews,

15 0§ Was it City Cowrt or was it in the parish

18 courtbouse down by the river?

17 A It was City,

18 City Court?

19 A Yesh

20 G Do you recall what attorneys were invalved?

21 Aﬂﬂwywu Guetricre.

2 Q Ckmy, Joe D. or Icff?

13 A Jeff— No. JoeD. Joz D. And the other was—he
24

2%

A Two end 8 beilf yesrs probation.
Q Oy, Ext's lalk about the papers that we have in
front of us,
A Olsy.
¢ Can you &ll me whet they arc?
A [twasa BMO.
2 Q What's that?
13 A Broker's Price Opinion.
14 q Okay. And you are refeming to page 27
IS A Right Yeal I'm soery.
I Q And what date iz on that letter, on that RPO?
17 A This—the froni page is not anything—1 didn't do
18 zmything here.
19 Q Okey. Page 1, it Jooks like it's om [ Ao 2
20 Home stationery?
71 A Right. Yesh. Right.
22§ Hawe you ower seem that before?

O & -l ol B W R e

- e
-

G A No

7 @ Other geoeral backound infermation, and pleass
B dom't be offended,

9 A That's olmy.

100 Heve yon over besn convicted of amy crinee?
11 A Yes

12, @ Okay. Tell me sbout that, please.

i A K was cocaine.

14 @ Okay. And did you serve my time?

15 A No

16 MR. FISCHESSER: I'm sarry. Can we clerify
17 that? Was it possession?

18 A Possesslon with iment to distribuse,

19§ And when was that?

20 A Oh fiftesn years ape,

23 A No
was put of Slreveport T dom't recall his name, 28 Q Ckay.
@ Okay. Hesany court ever refosed to qualify you s 5 M5, McGLINCHEY: Well, then, let's just arsch
Page 11 Page 13

I an expert in the Peld of neal ectate? L pags 2, ther,  Actually, ket's g0 ahead and
2 A No 2 attach hoth, if that's okay,
3 ) Hsvwo yom ever boen asked other then the lawsuit | 3 MR. FISCHESSER: Can we go off the record For
4 batwoen Hakim mnd the Kingston Apsrtments to wstify in i a eecond?
5 caurt? 5 ME, MeGLINCHEY: Sure.

21 § Heve youcver been charged with any crime since
22 them?

723 A No And I might add thet T got » governoc's pardon
14 on Hat, oo,

1§ We'm back on the reoond, and 1 nderstand that the

9 ficst page that we s ettaching woald heve [ust been a cover
10 Ietter, as best we can tell, from the [Jhduster.

11 Dhkay. Let's talk abont the BPC which we are refeming to as
12 pape I Can you 21l me whrmn you firdt sw this snd how this
1] came shont b hawe your gignanine?

14 A When I First gsw thad recently or--

15§ The very beginning. "What 1 want tn know is what
15 thia ia, what it mesns and what your involvemsnt i

17 A Apparntly, someonc calbad and asked Ffar a Br0 out
1% of Pitisbwgh People call all the time and they'1] ask for|
12 a price opinicn on a picoe of property. Back when I Girst

20 staried with Yohn Rea, I took & 1ot of Ao duty, wiich is

21 the calls that comme in, there is an assipned apent to take
22 the calls that come in. And you pet a 1ot of requests for
21 thesn .

M Q Okey. Aod they're called BPO's?

25 A BPO's. :

Page 10 - Page 13
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Page 14 Pagr 16
Q Amnd it's a fairly common thing within the— [ then tell ma generally what arould heve gooe intn 8 macket
. A Very comnon. Yesh, 2 smalyxis for rental velnes. How does that work?
¢ Okay. So aa best you can vecall, there was a 3 A Pulling up on MLS-

Q What is "™

request for you to do a BROT
A Multi-Listing Service, You pull comparable sales

A There must ave been, yeah,

—
O ONY A0 e O Ln b L RE e
0 = DA LA e

¢ Do you reoell o cen you tell who would have ard renizl values.
reguested that of yon? Q Mnlt-Listing Services. is that some type of
A 1have no dea, compuier program?
) Okay. Did you, in fact, isspe a BPO? o A Yes.
A Well, thin m—veah, this 1 il 10 0 Okay. Iz that something exchugive to John Rez, or
) Oksy. What date ig that? 11 ig that throughout the real estate industry?
12 A 32102 12 A No. Throupghoot, Yeah,
13 0 There is some hendwriting at the lop here, "ALE* {13 O s that something that John Res currently uses?
" |14 Is that your handwriting? 14 4 Sure, Yesh,
13 A No 15 @ Do you know whether that is used indusirywide
15 @ Doyou know what "ALE" stands for? 16 presently?
17 A Noides. E7 A Yes
1 0 Anf it exys, "16 months & 54,200.00/month = 18 0O Okay. And how doss tiat program wark?
19 567,20000." Comect? 19 A Well it"e a record of all the active lstings of
W A Comect 20 propertics that have been gold, properties that have expired,
21 g Okay. Could you read for me this letter or the 21 listings that have sxparad,
23 paragraph above your aignature? 2§ And how would you have done an analysis?

73 A Ubrbwh (s}, Sure. "I have completed s market |23 A Well, you pall up active listings scld, amyihing
24 enalysiz for ronte]l valucs o Finks Hideaxway Road, Mooros, |24 that may hawe been nenled in the aree--in thet general area
25 Le. In my opinion, carront rontal rates ang on averags (25 Q Okay. And then, what do you do?

. Page 15 Page 17
¢ $12.90 per square foot, would value 1157 Finks Hidmway | 1 A Well, you get an average.

2 Rond at 2 monthly rent of 34, 200.00. Please fect firccto} 2 @ An average whatf

3 contact me if you have any queations. Thank yow 3} A An average rental or sakes. Now, when | do--

4 Sincerely.” 4 especially on rentals, say a propesty value--let's say it

s @ Andis that, in fact, your signature? 5 sold at & bundred ihousand dollars ($100,000). To put a

6 A Yes i vahe of the rent to got a twvelve percent net retum, you

? @ Oimy, Do youhave ey indapendent rocellection of 7 take the taxes and mayrance cut and you would gay one

B signing thix ketter? § percent of that hundred thousend (5100,000), so it would be

9 A Dolhave any rcollection? 9 thxand dollars [$1,600) a month, which would equz] a hwelve

10 ¢ Doyon reroember signing this letter? 10 percent returm.

11 A Notspecifically, no. Bt 1'm sure thei's my 11 Q Okay, S0 how would yon have come up with the

12 sigmatyre, 12 numbers here thet are twelve ningty (512.50) per square foot

1 Okmy. Do yourecall completing & market analysis|13 and the momthly rental of forty-two hundred ($4,200)?

14 for rental valoes on Finks Hideaway Road? 14 A Prom whetever I pulled off the MLS, | used those

15 & Yezh And it was— 15 numbers to calculate.

16§ Q Well, tall mw everything you secall about it. 15 @ And s would have—if you pingeed in the address

17 A Do I recall this apecific, doing i1? 17 of 1157 Fioks Hidewway Road, a8 would have Hen caloulned o

1 Q Cormet, 1k current rental rate at twelve ninety {312.90) per square

1 A No 19 foot?

20 ¢ Do you know what property is refemmnoed when they  [20 A No, no. You'ne not preling the 1157 Finks

21 sy "tm Finky Hideaway Road"? 21 Hidaywey. You're pulling of en aren. Soy 165 Narth area.

22 A 1157, bt 1 don't remember it 12 Q Capweitakeihis 11577 What area would you have

n ¢ You dm't know whose property that {s? 23 pulled from for this 1157 Finks Hideaway Road?
. 14 A No 24 A We have 2 map that hag all the numbers, specific

25 ¢ If you don't have any independant recollection, |25 areas. | don't kmow what that i ofT the top of my head,

Page 14 - Page 17
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I @ Okay. Where is that map kept? 13 that part of the| 1 off 2 gsneral area
. 2 MLS gygtemn? 2 Q By, This w23 program, bowever, could have alse
3 A Yeah Yezh, it's part of ths MES sysem. Yeah 3 told you de sl vahuz of a meidoee oo Finks Hidcarway

4  Q Soyouwould go find this address oo the map, and] 4 Road. Cormeet?

§ that would give you then a larper area thit you would then i A Sure
§ inpat into the gygtem? i G Aspd for soame reason, wa don't know why, you

7 A Right Garden District, for instance, becguse 1 de | 7 astuably ealeulated the manthly rental value of this

% know that ofT the top of my hsad, ic 113. Soall of the | 9 residence?

9 Cardn District is §13. So you wouldn't put inooe gpecific | 2 A Well, 1'm surc the reagon that T did that is

to address. You'ss pulling up all of the Garden Digirict. |10 whoever ssked me to do this asked for 2 monthly rental value.
il @ Som amain which 1157 Finks Hidcaway Rosd is|It Q@ So as best you can tell, you were probakly

12 bocated i desipnated a mamber? 12 specifically asked the moathly reatal value 22 oppooed to A

11 A Righ, 13 sak value?
4 © Soyou would have put that tursher into the MLS |14 A Exactly. Becauss normally when you do a BPO,
- |15 people call and ask for the sale value in amlicipation of

E5 sysiem?

¥ A Comect 15 selling their house.

t7 @ And then, whet information would have besn 17 Q Right.

18 genorsted a9 a meuult of that? 18 A This is how the process starte, heing a realtor.

1# A Well, dependn on what I ask. If | suk for all the |19 They'Tl call end sak, "What's oy hoise wenh?" You do a ern,
20 “gobds," all the—yoe cam pacrow it down.  Yiou can put in 2 and fhat kind of starta the proceas.

21 past sales far & year, you can put in pest sales for two (21 Q Hawve you ever before been ashed to value property
21 years, past gix months. You sao ask for all 2clive, expires, (22 that has suslaincd a logs like For damage?

23 you know,-- a A No

24 @ Do you secall what you would have asked for inthis (24 @ If someone's residence has sustained fire damags
15 situation? 25 and you wanied to find out the valuc of the property, would

. Tage 19 Pape 21
1 A Probably "salds" and "actives." I you calculate the monthly rental or the property voluc cost?
2 Q Okay. And what information would have been 2 A If there had been a firs? Well, you would have to
3 genaeraied ag a result of that? 3 take the improvommits out boomesc, T mcan, [ guess, depending|
4+ A All the propesties that are currently listed for 4 on the valoe of--1 mean, the damage of the fre, if it was a
35 sal; and &ll of the propertics that have betn sald within the 5 toial loss, then you're doing nething more than just giviog

6 time period that I would bave put in & ymir citicnale an the lot jtzelf. So all improvements wonkd
7 O Aodhow would you heve arived 1 & monthly reotal | 7 bave to come o, Then, you would heve to g in and you caa
£ bascd on that informaticn? & climingte that in the MLS, which would be strzctly comparing

9 A Apaim_you would gt the average of—fust as 1 9 lots w0 Ious, lots that have sold in that area.
50 szid, on = sold property, | always work offthe twebvs |10 @ So the MLS program docs allow you 10 value the lot

11 percent net T woold sdd that into anything that may have 11 sokiy?

12 popped up 82 & rental. 12 A Yes

13 & Okmy. So this system would allow you wo cetimate!13 ¢ What if » house had snstainerd spene damage? Would
14 an sversge madhly nental? 14 you require an estimate of the loss in order to armive at m
15 A Right. 15 accurate vatus of the property in itg state after it had been
16 Q Would it also allow you to eslimate the ak value? 15 burned, say?

17 A Yes, 17 A Sum.

18 O Becanse [ undarstand that 1157 Finks Hikmway Homt |18 Q@ If we wanted 1o confinm these cetimaskes of the
19 is actnatly n residence. 19 monthly rental that are previded io this March 21, 2002,
20 A Okay. 20 letter, 19 there o way ta szarch MLS Lodey for the values 25
2t Q Sodoyor bave any ides why you would have been 21 they were back in 20027
22 calculating aversge monkhly nenial instead of a sales valie? |22 A 1 would think that there is. T don't know how far
23 A Well, and that's part of the problem with doing--a |23 bark beramos moxt af the tine when you do & B0 you're dering
. 24 computer, ymi'm looking at nothing budt the nunthers. So for |24 it strictly for that day. So you're ot going too far back.
2% sgnonns ta call in and ek something like thie, 1'm pulling 25 You know, you may g0 back a year. 1 think mosl appratsers go
Page 18 - Page 21
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Fage 22 ' Fage 24

i back slx moniha. How [ang doex the dats ey in? Edoa't | 1 coming in, 8 ot of poople &re just shopping aned checking,
. 2 Jmow. | don't oow. 2 Until you get moee of 8 comeitment=-- No, | dnibt seriowsly

3 MS. McOLINCHEY: Those are sl the questions [ | 3 timat | drove by this property.

4 bave. 4 Q Okay. Sothe level of your expertise involved in

§ {To Mr. Wyrick): Bill} 5 offering this opinion is hasicaily your analysis of the

5 MR WYRICK: I just have A fow quostions. | 6 informstion that wes evailable to you as to fhe sale priccs

1 EXAMINATION BY MR WYRICK: 7 and renital prices for propertics in the arca?

8 Q@ ¥1undersiand your testimony cormect, sir, yom & A Carrcet
T any saying basically that you couldn’t—yon don't think you— | 9 @ The addrosa on Finks Hidesway Road, ia thet a high-

Lt you're oid mue, ot leant, that voo could po hack moday and 0 cnd addvess?
11 rocalcnlaic that mymber? 11 A [z that a high-end addess? There are a kot of

12 A Oh, okay. [ihink that's pat differently to me. 12 high-end hames on Finks Hideaway  There ant xome medinm
13 Couid I go back today and recalculate that number? 13 homes on Finks Hideaway. 1t depends on what end of Finks

14 @ Inother words, what the nental value of that 14 Hideawny you're oo, Bug afl in the smpe ares, and that's-
15 propesty wag ag of the tims that you did it 15 according to the MLS.
16 A Oh, es of the time [ did #7 [ don't know the @ Well, when you calenlated this rental value, did it

17 angwer o thal, 17 include sakes and rental values from both the bigh and the
13 Q Do yon recatl eny discnssion with whomever it was |18 low end of this arca?

19 that wamted the Broker Price Opinion? 19 A ]don'teven emember doing thiz. | would fecl
20 A No, sir. 20 very sure that you would take a high end md a low end
1l Q You heve no way of knowing why they asked For a 2] That"s what v Look for to get some kind of medium mumber.
21 rental value as opposed 1o a sales value? 73 Srsvedies, v may o & whole ans d Yo moy get nodring

23 A Nop, #ir 21 mmore than tan salen, and your sversge emay be thrown way aff.

24 Q I wantto make sure I understand— 24 H just depends on what pops up. 1 don't—

25 A& Oihex than, you know, T would hawve assamed that (25 Olay. Now, you came up— I'm sy, 1 doa't have

. Fage 23 Pape 25
I they were looking to remt their howse or their property. | |1 a copy of the DPO in froat of me. What was the squars foot

2 @ Okay. Maw, lct me make s tat I inderstand bow | 2 rental price that you came up with?

3 you calculsie the value. Do saks prices of properties in | 3 A Twelve ninety ($12,90).

4 the area come mio play? 4 ¢ And what was the tolal monthly rental valoe that
5 A Yes 5 you came up with?

& ©Q Do rcotal prices that you are sble lo research also | 6 A Forty-two hundred (54,200).

7 come into pley? 7 QO Maybe you're betier at math than [ am, bot bow meny
2 A Yeu 8 squam feet doss thet come out in?

9 Q Andyoucome up with pome formule that gives youz | 9 M5, McGLINCHEY: He's got a calculatar haody,
19 muzmber of dollars per square foot reritsl value? (] 1 think,

1r A Yen 11 A Let's see {calculating). No, that's not right.

12 Q Andihen, am I correct that you took the square (12 Q@ Somewhere over three thousand square feet.
13 footage of tho Berow rosidance =nd omitiplicd it basicatly |13 Correct?

i+ bty the dollar value per square foot you came up with? |14 MS. McGLINCHEY: We've got & calcubatar right
15 A Right And apparcotly, becsuse it's not in this |15 hexe. | think it was, like, thirty-two five.

16 letier of the squses footape, they mmat haw: tolkt me an the t6 A Yesh, Thirty-twe five, Thirty-teo fifty-five,

17 phone what it wag because 1 500 where | put & vahee por [T MR._FISCHESSER.: Three thousand two hundred
I8 squar: food, but T don't scc anywhere where | named 1he (13 fifty-fivc?

WITHESS: That's—!'m coming up--oh, 1 know--

19 squars foolagn. So thix must have hoen something that was
MRE. FISCHESSER: Because when [ doit, |

20 done rather quickly.

1%
an
21 Q Igotyow You certsinly didn't go out to the ]| divide it by—
12 hones and mesrure the square footage? 22 WITNESS: Yon Inow wiat we'rc doing? Yoo know
23 A No. Met that I eoember.  But noomally, especially |23 what we're doing?
. 24 becawse of where these are gencrated, unlesa someone is §24 MR. FISCHESSER: 1 ppt three twenty-five,
23 peying for a B2G, you pet a littlg bit mon; detailed, Cells 23 WITNESS: Yoo know what we're doing? Tix

Page 22 - Page 25
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Page 26 ' Page 28

twelve ninety ($12.99) is— 1 0 How many af the BP0 that you campleted were For

MR, FISCHESSER: It's forty-two hundred I remal valoc ax opposcd (o sales valie? Would you say more

(54,200) divided by tweive point nine (12.9). | 3 than twenty?

WITNESS: Oris it— Tt's forty-two bundred | 4 A [have no idea, but T would put it at a very low

{54,200 ) times twelve months divided by twehe 5 sumber,

ninsty ($12.907, 1 think is the way you comne | 6 @ Now, the calculation or the analysis that vou

ap with it, and that's thirty-nine (- six, 7 performed to arrive st the twelve dollar and ninety cent

Let me double-check thal. Forty-two hundred | 8 ($12.90) spuarc foot price, do you know whetber residenial

(54,200 ) times twelve montts divided by taelve % propertics are rented oo a square foot price basis?

—
— T 8 B - By e L e

point nine {12,9). Yeah, 0 A Probably not. That's more commercial,

MR. FISCHESSER: Okay. Sp whet warthstotal |11 O Arc you aware of aiy guideline ar standard For
n square footage? 12 tealtors ther s=ie forth that it's reagonable (o calenlaie
13 WITNESS: Thirty-nine lumdred, ] befieve. {13 residentinl rental valors o 2 squars foot besis in the wey
14 Lot's gee, 1¢ that you calculwted it for this particular letter?
15 A Thres thousand nioe -0- aix 15 A I'msmrry, Would youo repeat that?

1§ Q Sobazed on the calculafion you just did, it would |16 Q@ Are you sware of any stendard for realtors that
17 nppmﬁluuemulhmnbmtuhﬁy—nmhﬂdm I7 scts forth that it's reasanabk: to calenlate a rentat value

IE foot home? 18 for residential property on a squans foot basis in e way
19 A Right 19 that you celculmicd it in this instance?

20 Doyoubhaws any undersgtanding s towhy wweme {20 A Well, sure. T mean, realtors, we sell homes by per
21 msked to caleulate the rentsl value of this homne? 20 square foot. To bresk it down ta & mental, nbeofutely, yeah,
22 A No. Just another call. 12 there's a sionderd and 8 procedure to do it Like [ =id, 1

21 ) Now, baving calcalsted that valne of approximately 23 Jewn more tovands commensinl and we--it'g common for us to
M forty-twe hundred deilees (34.200) per month, bave you in - |24 think thet way. So for me to put a per square foot, yeah,
2% your experienpe working with Jobn Rex Realty successfully (29 it's quite commony, if I'm understending you

. Page 27 Page 20
I reated any homes in that area for forty-two nmdred doflars | ¢ @ Can you telt me what relation the sale price of a
2 ($4,200} per month? 2 home on Finks Hideanay Raad on the high end, ket'x sy, bas
3 A [really don't do a lot of homes. 3 to the rental price of that bome? How decs it caloulez oul?
4 ¢ What kind of wurk do yoa usaally do? + A Well, in my opinion, Bs 1 way saying carlier, |
5 A Ikan mom towards conumercial. § take a one percent net of any property. If a property is
i ©Q Andyou seid you've been working with John Res § & woth a lundred thotsand (5 100,000), then to get a twelve
7 Realty now for sbourt six or ssven yeas? 7 rerent net retum, you want one percent of the valoe of thet
8 A That's commect % propeniy minus smy cosix, your taxes, insurance. So il's
9  Iothat @ix- ar seven-year period of time, how many 9 just a rule of thundy. IF a botige 12 vahwed at half & million
10 homes bave you sold? 0 ($500,004), then it'a five thousand (35,000} a month.

11 A Thave noides. 1l @ Gotyou. Iihink I understand what you'rs saying.
12 (@ Wihat? More than en per year? 12 Now, om thore, o your knowledge, awy homes For rent on the
13 A Ten per year? Possibly. 11 end of Finks Hideaway Road where 1157 is bocated?
K ¢ Mo than twenly pax year? 14 A Nottomy knowledge. | mrcly do bomes,

IS A No 15 @ Is thatl an ares where homes ane generalby rented
18 Tnthat same poriod of time, how many homes have 16 out W individuals or Families?

17 you menied? : 17 A 1woulin't imagine oo the high end, bt possibly on
18 A Nooecome to mind. LE Htlnww:ndufﬁnhﬂlduwlwm.idmﬂntﬂm
19 & Iothet same period of time, how many of thess 19 ans sorme.

a0 BPoYs have you been asked o compiete? P11 QNw,ﬂntmnuﬂntmmﬂuIaWeud,wuuld
21 A Oh,ibave noides. Frobably mons than twemty. |20 they be worth--on the lower end of Finks Hidesway, are thase
xn § More than tweonty BPO'S fotal? 22 haroes vwrth i the frur bvndeed and five bundnad thoosend
23 A Yes 23 dollar ($400,00¢ and $500,000) range?

. 24 Q@ Inseven year? # A No. Not unless they have scocss to 165 somehaw,
25 A Yos 25 Q What would the howoes io thet lower end of Finks
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|14 say, cos thowmd £51,000) end twe thowsad dalkars (£2 100)

1 Hideaway whem: rentsl homes are available be worth?

2 A Agam, thie is puescing, but 1 would 2ay aoywhere
3 from a lumdred (£100,000), inaybe to a mndred and Ffifty

4 {150,000 } moge. There's also some subdivisiona in there
3 that are probably valoed a litike higher, two lundred

& (3200,000 ) raoge The, osce ¥oui ger o the: Floky Bldeaoay

7 on & ‘bayou, the value of property is—1 would say those
& houses increass quits a bit.

g 3 Okay. But you can't generally rent ope of thosc?
1 A Iwonldo't think so.

11 Q) 5o based on your one porcent net theory, a honse
12 that you could actaally rent somewhers in the vicinity of
15 Fioy Abdewway wioht probably have o reatal valos of hetwees,

t5 o month?

16 A In— Yesh. Inthe lower end, yea.

17 ¢ Well, a honse that would aciually be available,
18 A Right Okay. Yeah 1see what you're saying.
19 Yesh.

20 @ 3o, for inttance, 1f yom needed &0 nent 2

2[ replscement home while vour home way heing Fved beaniee of &
23 fire, your would be ehle to reat 2 hame in thet vicimty for
231 botween one—somewheco betwesn & thousand (5 1,000) and tm
24 thousand doftars {$2,000) 2 month?

25 A T wnld think so.

- Ao versas Ford Motor Multi-Pags™ ﬁ
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A Dkny.

3 And 1 want to lmow what the rental value of that
home is a0 1 can have thet money to rent & similar home.

A Okay.

Q Are you following me?

A Yes.

Q@ Would this give me & general idea of haw mach it
waRiht cost s to real the bome I'm currently living inT Do
vou follow my question?

I A Yes Yes.

11 Q S ihic would il me how moch | would expect 10 be
12 paying rent in that home should 1 be renting it?

13 MS. MeGLINCHEY: That particular home?

14 MR._FISCHESSER: Right
15 A Right, Yes

16 Okay, And 30, that woukl tzll mc tha, if | wanted
7 to have o teroparery hoosing that was d@milac to the one | was
t8 living n for a period of time,~-

I? A Right.

20 Q -butlnced to nent it bacanse it's only

2] temporary, this oember will tell me how moch it would
22 gererally cost me to rent 1 similar home. Evenifit'sa
23 heyin horoe that's not typicalty for rent, thix sumber would

2¢ tell e how much thet would cost me?

2% A Yes. [ would think zo,

N = Oy LA e W B e

L)

11 arca or elbsewhere--

12 A Okamy.

13 § —for a period of time while I was going to be

14 displaced fram that bome, woukd this leter tell e how moch
15 I conld expect to pay to rend & bome even iF it's it another
16 arca, how mach 1 would expect to pay?

17 A Woll, maybe a general ides, but still the numbers
1E thet were pulled For thie I'm sure cane from one srea, It's
t9 rarc if you're going to pull frem onother orea.

W Q Mo, Maybe my question wasn't clear.

21 A Oksy.

22 Let's sasnme; for the purposes of thia question thet
23 T'm bring dixplared frzrn 8 bome 1 Finks Hideaway Road
29 A Okxy.

Page 31 Page 33
1 MR, WYRICK; That'sell the quostions I bave. | | Q Obny. And nre you familisr with the owner of 1157
2 Thank you, Mr. Jolmson. 3 Fmnks Hideaway Road?
3 WITHESS: Thank you. 1 A Thavenoidea No,
'} MR FISCHESSER: Mr. fohngon, I just bavea 41 Q Doyouknow
5 few questions for you. 5 A No
6 WITNESS: Okay. 6 1 Doy doany work for Il csurance Company?
7 EXAMINATION BY MR, FISCHESSER: 7 A No
g Q If I was 2 person who was being displeced fram a | 8 MR. FISCHESSER: 1 don't have amything
9 heme on Pl Hidesway Boad and Toanted to know what Teoukl | 9 further,
10 expect o pay 1o nek 2 Bimilar howe, be it in Finks Hideawsy |10 MR. WYRICK: Justa couple of quick follow-

— s oy — —

L ups, then, M, Jotmson,

12 REEXAMINATION BY MR WYRICK-

13 0 Ithink we've already cztablished, to your

11 imowledze. woukd you be able 0 Find & horse for noat on Finkey
15 Hidemway Road on the bayou?

16 A Would I be abla ta find & home for rent o dhe
17 bayou?. I would think it wouid be a hard thing to do.

25 ¢ Say it's a bayou home on Pioks Hideaway Road.

11 ME_WYRICK: No monre questions, Thank yoo
19 WITHNESS: Ycs, sir. Thank you.
10 MS. MeALINCHEY TO WITNEZS: Mr, Johangs, you
21 have an opportunity & read and 3ign yoar
22 deposiiton if you would Fke. You can ¢ither
23 excrcise that opbon or waive it,
24 WITHNESS: 1] waive it.
L) DEPOSITION QONCLUDED,
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= Corporste Relocation
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« Commercial Brokerags
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03/21/02

«Tt Whom It May Concern:

Loves, il complered & mazicet maslysis for rental vahuos on Finks Hideaway Road, Monrae,

raee 'h. In my oplnion, current rental rates are on average $1.2.90 per square foot. 1 would

T :-:-EHEnIISTrFinhHﬂuwﬂnduamﬂﬂymtnfﬂ,?ﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂ. Please feel fren to
ﬁpzn!ﬂmlfwuhvewmhm. Thank you, "

.Shacltly, .
¥,

Bt

T

1 p 4 '- . ; i Emm!%!ﬂi




