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Stephan |. Spath
Dirwetar
Viehicke Campilanca & Safely Affsira

January 4, 2006

Mr. Daniel Srrvith

Arsnciate Administraiaor of Enfarcemant, Office of Vehicle Safety
National Highway Traffic Safety Administrafion

400 Seventh Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590 . I ’9 E ) 5 - D3é

Dear Mr. Smith:

Attached iz DaimlerChrysier Corporation’s (DGC's) Defect Information Report, complying with
the regulrements of 49 CFR Part 573, Defect and Noncompliance Reports, which contains
details of a potential safely related defect In some 1999-2000 model year Chryaler Cirrus,
Dodga Stratus end Plymouth Breeze (JA) vehicles aquipped with 2.4 ¥ter engines. The high
pressure power steering hose may prematurely heat age and develop a leak. Subsequent fluid
|zakage in the prasance of an ignition source may result in an underhood fire.

DCC will conduct a voluntary safety recall to replace the high pressure power steering hose on
the affected vehicles with a new part with lacreased temperature capability.

i Sinoerely, | g‘b_

Lo Stephan . Speth

Enclosure: Defect Information Report for DaimlerChrysler Corporation Recall E23

oo: K.C. DaMeter, NHTSA
Division of Occupational Safety & Health
Calfornia Department of Industrial Relations

Deaimier B sl Corporation
A0} Chrpstar Drie CIME 4R7-3-01

A Company of e OelmiarChryiss G huborn P ML A 4803202707
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Subrmiasion date: January 4, 2004

|dentifying classification of vehicles potentially sifected:

Maks Mode) Model Years | In¢lugive Dates | Volume Other

of Manufacture
Chrysler Cirrus 199092000 (| 77171998 thru | 214,299 With 2.4 liter
Dodge Stratus 7/301/2000 | {eatimatad) Engine oflly
Plymouth Braeze

Estimated parcantzge containing defect: unknown

~ Deggription of defect:

The high pressurg power stesring hase may prematurely heat age and develop a leak. Powser
ateering fluid leakage in the presence of an ignition source may result in an underhood flre.

Tha name, addrazg and islaphone number of the supplisr who manufactured the subject
componemnts:

Dana Coupled Praducts
2910 Waterview Or.
Rochaster, MI. 45309
248-293-7300

The following chronology of principal evants occurred batween June and Dacernber of
2005 and led 10 the datermination of & defect:

» In late June of 2005, NHTSA cpened preliminary svaluation PEQ3-034 on 1999-2000 MY A
vehicias based on 27 complaints of angine eampartment fires.

» [n 2003 an internal investigation was conducted on Puerto Rican JA vehicles for allaged engine
compartment fires. Investigation found that the fires appeared to be hot surface ignition events,
posafbly due to power steering fluid contagt with the exhaust manifold. Enginesring analysis of a
2.4L JA vehicle in Puerte Rico revealed that the power zimering hose termperature could
approach or alightly exceed the material specifications dunng certain operating conditions.

s The intarnal investigation was elosad in Saptamber of 2004, based an a limitsd number of
reportad casas in aldar, high mileage Puerto Rican JA vehiclas only. It was also determired that
8 number of thase vehicles experienced 2 prior power steering fluid lesk that waa not
dddressed. Az a precauticnary measmre, a new powar steering hose with increased
temperature capabhillty was released at that time for JA vehicle service.

s Between July and September of 2005, an im-depth revew of all JA engine compartment fire data
wax performed. Anglyais indicated that the 1999-2000 MY 2.4 liter JA vehicle population
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experianced 8 much greater rate of input compared to 1995-19%98 MY JA vehicles, as wel| 2=
veraus the 2.0 and 2.5 Iiter engines across all modal year JA vehicles.

= Although much of the subject wahicia fire dats analyzed ivolved significant destruction of the
engine compariment, some of the fires appeared to be hot surface ignition events, poasibly due
to power steering fluid contact with the exheuat manifoid.

v Bebwean Aygust and Cetober of 2005, a aurvey was undertaken to evaluate power stagring
hogas from 1999-2000 MY high mifeags 2.4 liter JA vehicles. Of 31 sampls hoses remnaved for
analysis, ten showed atriation cracking from heat aging of the inner liner nasr the crimp at the
transition of the rubber hose into the sheel tubing portion.

= Comparative teating of 1994 MY and 1999 MY 2.4 liter JA wehicles hetwwen October and
December of 2005 revealed that the 1999 MY vehicle exhibited higher overall operating
temperatures at the pawer steering home, which oan impact the useful life of the hose.

s |nvestigation alzo determinad that the pewer stearing hose in 2.0 liter JA applications is located
a graater distance from all heat sources, Inciuding the exhaust roanifold. Tha 2.5 liter JA power
ataering hase does not have a rubbar component in the erea of significant heat sgurces or the
exhaust manifold.

s  In November of 2005, NHTSA upgradad the investigation to sngineering analysis EAQS-019%.
The company is aware of 94 1999-2000 MY 2.4L JA engine campartment fires customer
complaints and field raports that may be related to this condition. There iz alao one alleged
minor injury.

¢ This data was presanted to the Vehicle Regulations Committes on December 207, 2005 whe
ducided to conduct a aafety racall to replace the high pressure power steering hose en tha
affected vehicles with a new HNER part with increased temperature capability.

Statermnent of measures ta ba taken to correct defact:

DCLC will replace the high preasure power steering hose on the affected vehicle population with e
new part with inareased temparature capzbillty. DCC’s scheduling information for
implemeanting this recall is not avaitable st this time.

DCC hag a fongstanding policy and prectice of ralmbursing owners who have incurrad the cost of
repairing 2 problem that subsequantly hecames the aubject of a field action. Ta snsure canaistency,
DCG, as part of the owner Jetter, will requestd that custormers sand ariginal receipt and/or other
adequate proot of payment to the company for confirmation of the expanse.
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