() ODI RESUME

U S Daparirnent Investigation: TJP 05-006

of Transporfation Prompted By: Defect Petition

National Highway Date Openad: 09/19/2005

Tr:ﬂl: ;alall"} Principal Investigator: Michael Lee
Adminisiration Subject: Air Bag Waming L.amp Ilumination

Manufecturer: Bayerische Motoren Werke (EMW)
Products: 2002-2003 Mini Cooper

Population: 46,000 (estimated)

Problem Description: Iumination of air bag waming lamp.

FATLURE REPORT SUMMARY

0ODI Manufacturer Total

Complaintz:
Crashes/Fires:
Injury Incidents:
# Injuries:
Fatality Incidents:
# Fatalities:
Other*:
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*Description Of Other: Defect Petition

Action: Evalunate the petition for a grant or deny decision.

Engineer: Mickasl Lee I\ Date: 09/22/2005
Div. Chisf: Thomas 7. Cooper Date: 09/22/2005
Office Dir.: Kathizen C. DeMeter Date: 09/22/2005

Summary: ODI has received a petition from Mr. Grover Sheldon of Garner, North Carolina, stating
that he has experienced recurrence of illnmination of air bag waming lamp while driving on his model
year {(MY) 2003 Mini Cooper. The petition requests a defect investipation of MY 2002-2005 Mini
Cooper vehicles,

OD1 has received a number of complaints (including a complaimt from Mr. Sheldon) of air bag
warning lamp illumination on MY 2002 and 2003 Mini Coopers, and none on MY 2004 and 2005
vehicles. Some of the complaints reported a recorring problem of air bag warning lanm illumination
and that dealers replaced or repaired a wiring hamess, In September 2003, BMW issued a service
bulletin for air bag warning lamyp illumination on MY 2002 and 2003 (built up to Jan. 2003) Mini
Coopers. It states that increased resistance in seat connectors (for side air bagg) can ocear due to
contamination or fanlty crimping of contacts in the connectors, and remedy is to replace the wiring to
the side ait bag and saat belt pretensioner.

0ODI will examine the issue to determine if a safety-related defict trend may exist in MY 2002 and
2003 Mini Coopers.




