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Michael Monk-, Dmector
.Yehic]e‘_Resea:ch and Test Center

This rnr.mnrandum requests the. \-’ehlcle Research and Test Center (\'RTC] to mnduct the
: teatmg as dﬂsmbﬂd below.

g 'B&CKGRDUND On Decemhm 27, 2005, ﬂlﬂ‘ Office of Defects Inves‘hgahun {'DDI) .
upgraded Prelunmary Evaluation FE03-046 to Engineering Analysis EA05-022. The qubyject
of the investigation is malfunctions of the driver’s seat belt buckle in 2002 Jeep Libexty .
vehicles manufactured by DaimlerChrysler Corporation (DCC). The problem experiences .
reported by the complainants involve several failure modes, Some report that the push buritan
. gets stuck in the release (down) position and the buckle will not lafch unless the button is -
- pried back up. Some report difficulty with latching the buckle, and others report difficulty
. “with unlatching thﬂ buckle,

E SUBJECT HUCICI..ES Thl: sub_]l:nt buckies are an end rclease type manufan:turad by TRW.

ALLEGED DEEQI Failuré of the subject component(s) that cither prevent or Inhii'.ut the
buckle's ablht_y to latch or unlatch, Or cause the buckle to false latch.

g w DDI will furnish VRTC with two sample complaint buckles for Bl]ﬂl].i’&ls
A copy of each complaint wﬂl be provided for VRTC's information as well.

TEST ﬂﬂEC"I‘IYES -To vfmfy and identify the existence and source of : any lmpmm:lem
_ __aﬁ'ectmg the buckle’s ability to latch or unlatch, or causing the buclde to false latch.

- RECOMMENDED AFPROACH: VRTC shounld prepare a test plan dcsugned to meet the
above test obj objective. A flexible approach may be taken, but the O test rnonitor, Mr. John
Abbott, dhould be kept informed of all major developments that might require substanhal
changes to the ongmal test plan Jnhn can be reached on (202) 366-5221.

! mmwd defect as described in EA03-022 Information Request etier to DCC.

- SAFETY BELTE EFNE LIVES




REPDRTS: A test.report shall be [irnvid'f:d upon cni‘nplt:tinn of testing.

SCHEDULE We- woitld like to have the test wnrk comnpleted by Septmnher 15, 2006.
Please u:mrdmatc the test schcdul:: with ODL




