Jamss P, Vondule, Director Faipns Pls Boudh

Automotive Safety Offica 330 Town Cantar Drive
Envircnmantal & Gafety Enginsering Dearbom, M 481252738 LISA
Qctober 18, 2005

Mr. Stephen Wood

Acting Chief Coungel

Office of the Chief Counsel

Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Saventh Street, S.W,

Washington, D.C. 20580

Dear Mr. Wood:
Subject: Request Under 49 CFR Part 512 for Confidential Treatment of Information

Two copias of confidential information referenced in the Ford Motor Company (Fond)
OCctobar 18, 2005 reaponas to the agency's Saptember 1, 2005 inquiry, RQ05-002, are
attached. Also attached for your mefarance is a copy of the non-confidential portion of Ford's
responee to the ODI's information request.

This letter provides support for Ford's ciaim of confidentiality in accordance with 48 CFR
Part 512.6, Ford requests confidential treatment for the documents included in Appendix H
becauss the decuments ara not customarily released to the public by Ford and bacausa the
documents contaln confidential bueiness Infarmation, the disclosure of which would likely
cauge substantial competitive harm to Ford {as contermnplated in 483 CFR §512.15, and 5
U.5.C. § 562(b)(4). In rasponse to direction provided by your office concerning prior
corfidentiallty submisaione, the corfidential documents in this submisslon are organized into
categories ae set forth in Attachment |.

Ford decuments of the types listed are maintained under a record keeping system which is
intenciad to control dissemination of this material within Ford, and to assure that the material Is
not disseminated outside of Fard, axcapt as degoribed in the atachad cardification, which is
made pursuant to 48 CFR Part 512.4{b}). Neither NHTSA nor other Faderal agencies nor
Federal courts have made detarminations relating to the confidentiality of the submitted
information or similar Information, to the best of our knowledge.

The slectronic documents in Appendix H contain commercial information and are exempt from
diaciosure pursuant to 49 CFR § 512.15, 5 U.8.C. § 552{b){4). Compact discs containing
elactronic copiea of documents provided In Appendix H are labsled "ENTIRE PAGE
CONFIDENTIAL".




Mr. Stephen Wood -2- October 18, 2005

Ford requests that these documents be granted confidential treatment by the agency for a
period of tan yaars. Earller diaciosura of thesa documants, in Ford's opinion, would rasult in
substantial competithys harm.

In the avent that the agency should concluds that all or part of the submitted information is not
to be givan confidential treabment, Ford asks the agency to provide reasonable natice of not
lass than tan working days prior to any contemplated dlsclosure in order that Ford may pursue
such legal remedies as it may choose. Please diract all notices to Paul Fabien, Ford Motor
Company, Suite 1400, Parklana Towars Wast, Threa Paridane Bivd., Dearbom,

Michigan 48128. Mr. Fakbien may also ba contacted by tedephone at (313} 821-1858 or by e-
mail at pfablen2@ford.com. Thank you for your continuing courtesay.

Sincaraly,

T 7L

/ James P. Vondale
Attachments




CERTIFICATE IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST
. FOR CONFIDENTIALITY

I, R. A. Nevi, purguant to the provisions of 49 CFR Part 512, state as follows:

1. 1am Asalstant Director, Global Automotive Safaty Compilance, Automotive Safety Offics,
and | am authorized by Ford Motor Company {Ford) to executs documents of this nature
on behalf of Ford;

2.  The information contained in the attachment to Ford's letter to NHTSA's Cffica of the Chief
Counaal dated QOctober 18, 2005 contalns confident|sl and proprietary data and is
submitted with the clalm that it is entitiad to confidential treatment under 5 U.S.C., §
552(bi4); .

3. A member of my staff has inquired of the raspansibla Ford parashnsl who have authority
In tha narmal coursa of business to relsase the typa of information for which a claim of
confidentlality has basn made to ascertain whather such information has ever been
relsased outside Ford:

4. Baeed upon such Inquines, to the best of my knowledge, information and belisf, the
Information for which Ford has claimad confldential traatmant has never been released or
become available outside Ford except as harsinaftar specified:

»  Portions of thess docurments may have baan or may be ahared with Ford suppliers
with the expactation that thay will ba kept confidantlal.
. ¢+ During the course of dafanding lteelf In Rigation, Ford may have been, or may be
required to producs such information.

5. | make no representations bayond those comained in this cerlificate and, in particwiar, |
make no reprasentations as to whather thie information may bacoma avallable outside Ford
bacause of unauthonzed cor inadvertent disclosure, sxcept as stated in Paragraph 4; and

B. | cartty under penalty of parury that the foragoing Is true and corect. Exacuted on this
the 18th day of October 2005,

A

R. A. Nevi




