VOLVO

Volvo Cars of North America, LLC

September 27, 2005

Office of Chief Counsel
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminigtration
400 Seventh Street, 8§, W,, NCC-110, Room 5219

Washington, D.C. 20590
Attention: Mr. Otta Matheke, Atiorney

Subject:
Confidentiality Request, Electronic Throttle Module Preliminary Evaluation
[Beference N¥S-212jfa / FEO5-041]

Dear Mr. Mstheke,

This letter and CD-ROM are hereby sutwnitied to NHTSA in support anVS-lejfa.-‘PEﬂs-ﬂdl Electromic
Throttle Modules.

The inforomtion being submitted is considered by Volvo to be confidential, end an affidavit to support that
claim ia enclosed. Thmnmﬁdqﬂﬂmﬁnnnhmmnhﬂmth:fuﬂnmgdmmmﬂprmﬂndmth:mﬂuuﬂ

CD-ROM:

Three Alleged Produst Failure hﬁdmtchortu(iﬁnqmmctuQuﬂsﬁmdc "claims involving a crash"
within the PEO5-041 letier from NHTSA dated Jaly 28, 2005)

e Case number 1386181

»  Case number 1520768

»  Case number 1399380

We firmly beliove that the release of the above atated confidential information would male puklic Volva
proprietary information thet oould casse subsiential competitive harm 10 Volva Cer Corporation snd 1o
Volvo Cars North America, LLC (Volvo) for the following reasona:

» M@Pﬁmﬁﬂmmdmmmmﬁmmmmﬂymmqmcm
Complaints. These reports were prepared because the Consner Compleints alleged 8 crash
acewtred. In peneral, when & Volvo customer alleges 2 crash or certain other imigque circimstances,
these reports are prepared in reasonable smticipation of potential htigation. For this reason it is
extremely impertant to Volvo that it be held proprietary and held confidential. Release of this
information to the public ot Velvo's competition could cause substantial competitive harm to Volvo.

s The reports provided are confidential and proprictary information and havwe never been released to
the public and there is no intention to ever release this information to the public. 'We have verified
that only those associated with this information and information preparation have had access to this

information.
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Therefore we request that the confidential information be treated within the meening of confidential business
information pusuant to SUSC 552(b)(4) and Section 112(c) of the National Treffic and Motar Vehicle
Safety Act of 1956 an amended and implemnented in 49 CFR Part 512,

In accordance with 49 CFR 512.4(a)}(4), we are submitting one (1) copy of each of the above documents o
your office containing the confidential information, and one (1) copy of each of the showe documents to
]mu:afﬁoemﬂlﬂwcmﬁdmualmfntmummd.

Also, in accordance with 45 CFR 512.4(aX1), each page containing confidential informetion has been
marked “confidential™, und in accordance with 49 CFR 512.4(a}2), cach item of confidential mformation
within this pege has been placed within brackets “[]”. When an entire page in confidential this page has been
marked "oonfidential” st the top of the page and oo brackets have been used,

One copy of each of the above documents containing confidential information (1 CD-ROM} has alse been
peovided to Steve McHenry, Office of Defects Investigation. If you have any questions, please contact me at
{201) 767-4772, ar Disna Lidgett of ny staff at (201) 768-7300 (ext, 7249),

Sincerely,

\FDLVD CARB OF NORTH AMERICA, LLC

Manager Regulatam & Compliance

Enclosures:

Volvo submission (1 CD-ROM} containing confidential information
Volvo submission (1 CD-ROM) for public file

Certificate in Support of Request for Confidentiality



CERTIFICATE IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR. CONFIDENTIALITY

I, William Shapiro, pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR Part 512, atate as follows:

(1) | am Manager, Regulatory and Compliance and [ am avthorized by Velvo Cars of North America, LLC
(VCNA) t0 exécute dovuments on; its behalf]

{2} VCNA documents provided on & CD-ROM:

Three Alleged Product Failure Incident Reports (in response to Question 4C "claime involving 2 crash”
within the PE05-041 letter from NHTSA datad July 28, 2005)

» {ase rumber 1386181

# (Case mumber 1520768

» Cage niztvtber 1399380

have been markad "Confidemtial,” and consist of Volvo propeietary product information which is being
submitted with the claim that it is entitled to confidential treatment prrsuant to SUSC 552(b)(4) and Section
112(e) of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, a1 amended and implemented in 49
CFF. Part 512;

{3) I bereby request that the information referenced in (2) abowve be protected indefinitely.

{4) 1, or members of my staff, have personally ingquired of the responsible VENA personnel who heve the
authaority, in the novmal course of business to release the information for whiich a claim of confidentiality haa
been made, to ascertain whether such infoomstion has ever been released outside VCNA;

(5 Baseduponmuhmqumu ad to the best of my knowledes, informaticn and belicf, the information for
which VCNA hag ¢laimed confidertial treatment has never been releassd or become available cutside
VUNA, except as needed by VONA to enter info appropriate oorftdantiatity:

{6) [ make no representations beyond thoze contained in the cestificate and in particular, I make no
representations a8 to whether this information may become available outgide VONA because of unauthorized
ar inadvertent disclosure; and

{7} I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and comect, to the best of my infornmation and
belief.
Eaecuted on this day, the 27th of September 2005,

I ﬂo’-@ﬁ
%smpm PE.

Volvo Cars of North America, LLC
Customer Service ‘
Mansger, Regulatory and Compliance




