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Mr. Richard P. Boyd, Chief

Medium & Heavy Duty Vahicle Division
Office of Defects Investigation

U.S. Departmert of Tranaportation

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Sovemh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: NHTSA Peer Informsation Request —- NVS-214gth (EA0S-011)
Dear Mr. Bayd:

Michelin North America, Inc. (“Michelin™) has reviewed the peer information request that was
received from your office in EA05-011. Michelin's responses ars set forth below, after an italicized
resteiement of the Agency’s ariginal requests.

Michelin's response is being subwmitted with a request for confidentinl treztment of the responses to
Requests #1 and #2 pursuant to 49 C.F.R. Part 512. The referenced attachments are contained on
two compact ditke.  The confidentis] informétion respomsive to Requests #1 and #2 is in Attachment
A, which is enclosed on the first compact disk which has besn marked: “Comtains Confidential
Busineas Information.” A second non-confidential compact disk contuins all of the remaining
attachments, which are: Attachments B, C, D, E, F, G-1 through G-5, and H.

In sccordance with 49 C.F.R. Part 512, two complete versions snd a version containmg only the
partions for which no claim of confidentinl treatment has been made has heen submitied with a copry
of the confidentinlity request to the Office of Chief Counsel.

FPerformance Information Reg -

1. Foy each group of tirex or family of tire sizes derigned to be moynted to a 22.5 " digmeter rim
fe.g. 275/70R22.5, 275/80R22 5, 12R22.5, etc) that Michelin sold o3 original equipment io
meamafactirers of Class “A ™ motor homes since January, 2000 provide a suminary that
indiceates:
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{a} The number aof tires in the specifisd siza or riza ravnges that Michelin sold each yaor
since 2000;

Besponsc
See attached confidential Excel file — Attachment A.
{h) the number of “failwra reports” peviaiming lo “abrupt losy of air” (28e earlier definition for

complele description) jor tires instatied in the frornt vehicle pasition for each of the specified
size or sivs ranges veported; and

- Resmomee
Sqeathnhed confidential Excel fil= — Attachment A

{c) the faifure vate for each of the specified size or stze ranges reported for rives installed in the
front axle position of the vehicls.

Reaponge
See sitached confidential Excel fils — Attachment A.

2. For each of the tire sizes or size ranges identified in response to Request No. 1, provide the
equivalent or comparable information for tives sold az " Michelin Peer Componenis” (vee
eqriier definition) i.e. ariginal equipment mamifectired and sold for applications other than
Class "A" motor komes.

{t) The number of tires in the specified size or sizz ranges that Michelin s0ld each year
since 2000;

Besponge
See attached confidentinl Excel file — Attachment A,
(B the mimber of 'failure veports " peviaining to “abrupt loxs af air” (ree eariter definition for

compleie description) for tires mstalled In the framt vehicle position for eack of the specified
sinar:inmmmparud; and
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Responge

Sec attached confidentinl Bxcel file — Attachment A.

{c) the failiore rate for each of the specified sixe or size ranges reported for tives installed in the
frone axle position of the vehicie, _

Respomis
Sec attached confidential Excel file — Attachment A.

Product Co on 1n -

3 List and briefly describe the significart atiribawtes, properties, characteristics and/or
considarations that Michelin iscorporates inla tires soid, installed, avd/or used in Class “A™
motor hame applications compared to equivalent-aized tirex sold into other non-motor hame
applications {i.e. peer vehiclas using the same size tives byt engaged In service other than
Clazs "A™ motor home).

Rgypopse

Michelin designs all commervial truck tires based on load carrying capacity, performance
requirements, and knowladge of the conditions of use. Michelin's motor home design
phikosophy includes the following attributes, properties, characteristios and /or considerations
that are appaopriste and unique to tires uged on metor homes:

s Varigtions and fluctuations in cargo cxmying capecity and tire inflatlons dus to
dissimilarity of final assembly baikls (including pre- and post- sale additions of
equipment and acoessorles);

Any inflation requirements provided by the motor home chaszis or body builder
Vehicle snd tire siorage conditions;

Tire performance characteristios such =s tmction and tread wear; and
Regulatory and industry standards.

Michelin’s motor home tire design philosophy considers all the application-specific conditions
listed above and incorporates material nd design choices appropriate for the applications.

Ag with all tires designed and manwfarhived for use ln the LS., Michellin’s ties for the Class
“A* motor home application are in complience with Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 119
{49 CFR 571.119) for performance testing and markings. In addition, these tires are in
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conformity with the existing professional tire standarda of the Tire and Rim Associstion, Inc.
{(*TRA™} or the European Tyre and Rim Technical Organisation (“ETRTO") for highway
acrvice, loads and Inflation pressures, tire sizing, interchangeability, and approved rims and
valves.

4. Describe Michelin's current policy and design guidelines provided to original squipment
vehicle marufacturers of Ulass "A” mator homes regarding specifying / selecting front tires io
assure that there is a *'reserve capacity” or “sqfety margin” to safely accommodiate
circumatances when the front tirs may be subjected 1o wder-inflatlon cpdior overload
canditions.

Ranopse

The Claas "A" motor hame cherslz and body builders almost atways specify one tire size/trend
design/ply rafing for ell wheel pogitions on the Class *A™ motor home, and it is usually sn all-
position tire.

Class "A" motor horve chassis and body builders are given printed or electronic pages of tire
characteriztic data to use to cnsure the suitability of B given tive for application on a piven
modeliconfiguration. They are also referred @ the “michelimtruck.com™ web site a2 a source for
off-hour information end/or cumrent infermation, The Michelin Detabock for truck thres —
Attachment B (as well as the website) — describes the best application for its tims,

The specified tire ia capable of carying continnously the maximum load stated in the published
literature et the maximum rated speed when inflated to the attendant recommended inflation

Pressure.
In addition, Michelin provides information regarding potential events which may compromise
inflation pressure, such as leaking valve hardware, extremely long chassizicoach storages times,
and the potential for vehicle delivery personnel to lower air pressure for batter rikle when the

coach s emply.
Simoe the tires used on this market are wsually “all-position™ tires, Michelin makes no distinction

between fromt and rear tire positions, other than the load and presaure recommendations
associated with single or dual fitment.

Michelin makes avaitable to Clasg "A" motor home chassis and body builders the following:

+ Attachment B — Michelin Databock for trock tires;

« Attschment C — — Michelin Warranty booklet for truck tires;

¢ Attachment D (pages 1,2, 4.~ 8, 10, and 13) - MwhulmR\r'TmGuldefanmparRV
Tire Use and Maimenance :

I ~ BORSTARMES - AT vl
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» Attachment E (puges 3, 4, 6 — 8, 10, and 11) — Michelin Recreational Vehicle Tire Guide;

» Aftachment F — Michelin Technical Bulletin Motorhome Weighing & Air Pressure
Racommendation, where proper weighlng of the vehicle ix thoroughly addressed along with
& discossion of the importance of determining and maintaining the proper tire inflation
pressure; and

e Atmchments G-1, G-2, G-3, G-4, and G-5 ~ Individusl tire product description sheets
(similar % that found i the Datmbook),

J. Describe Michelin's murent policy for providing recommendations and iformation ta awners
gf Class “A" motar komes equipped with Michalin tires regarding

(@) how ownsrs should determine and maintain the tive inflation pressure jor the originolly-

installed fromt tires to avsurs that there is adeguale "resevve capacity” or “sqfely margin” to

agfely accommodate the reasonably foreseenbie range of circumstances In which the fromt tire
" may be subjected to under-ifiation und/or everlood conditions;

Regpopse
Michelin makes svailable %0 Clazs "A" motor home ovwners the following:

» Attachment B — Michelin Databook for trock tires;

= Atischment C — Michelin Warranty booklet for truck tires;

» Attachment I (pages 1,2, 4 — 8, 10, and 13) — Michelin RV Tires Guide for Proper RV
Tire Use and Maintenance

o Attachment E (pages 3,4, 6 - 8, 10, and 11)— Michclin Recreational Vehicle Tire Guide;

= Attachment F — Michelin Techmical Bulletin Motorhome Weighing & Air Pressure
Recommendation, , where proper weighing of the vehicle is thoroughly sddressed along
with a discussion of the importance of determining and maintaining the proper tire inflation
pressare; and

» Attachients G-1, G-2, G-3, G-4, mnd G-5 — Individua] tire product description shoets
{similer to that foumd in the Dintabook). '

In addition, Michelin aitends various RV/moior home events each year to educate the owners,
Al these events Michelin presents mformation wnd recommendations regarding vehicle weight
determinption, propet tir: inflation pressures, tirs maintenance practices, and following thelr
vehicle owner's mamag!,
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(b) how owners should speclfy / select replacement front tives 1o asswre that there Is adequate

“reserve capacity” or "safely morgin® to igfely accommodaia reasonably foreseeahis range af

clrcumstances in wiich the front tire may be subjected to under-inflation and/or overinad
Fitions:

Reponse
Sea Part 5(a) end the referenced attachments and page numbers.

In addition, in the meterinks referenced abovs, owners are instracted to consult the vehicle
certification label and the tire information tabel that are afflxed io the vehicle for tire loading,

inflation, and sizing requirements.

{a} how owners should determine the qpropriaie front thre inflation pressure for the Michelin
tires instatled in their vahiciz.

Retpouse
See Part 5(a) and the referenced atiachments and page numbers.

In addition, in the materials referenced above, owners are instructed to consult the vehicle
certification Inbel and the tire information label that are affixed to the vehicke for tire lcading,

inflation, and sizing requirements.

4. Describe Mickelin's ciorent policy andior recommendations to original equipment vehicile
mamfaciurers of Class “A" moior homes and/or vehicie ovwners regording inspection and/or
replaceniant of tives due 1o age.

Respouss

Michelin statos that it is impossible to predkit when tires should be replaced based on their
calendar age slone. However the older a tire the greater the chance that it will nead to be
replaced due to the servicerelated evolution o ciher conditions found upon inspection or
detected doring use.

Michelin make= availabls to Class "A" motor hame chasgsis and body builders and owners the
following:

» Michelin RV Tires Guide for Proper RV Tire Use and Maintenance”— Atiachment D (pages

2 wnd 180%
« Michelin Recreational Vehicle Tire Guide — Attachiment E {(page 9 and 10%; and
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7.

» Michelin Technical Bulletin Service Life for RV/Motorhome Tires — Attachment H on the
subject of tire service life for RV tireg and the need for regular tire inspections,

Describe Michelin s current policy and dexign guidelines for recommendations to origingl
equipment vekicle mamyfoacturers of Class “A" maior komes for specifying / selecting frant tires
based on speed raiing.

Response
" Michelin refers to its response to Request 4 ebove. Michelin cautions in the literamre referenced

in Request 4 that the speed rating is the maxinnm continuous speed that the tire may be
subjected to when loaded to its maximum load rating and inflated to the recommended pressyre
for the load. "Continucus" is not precisely defined, but momentary excinrsions above this
maximum speed for passing would not be exceeding the paameter. Users are alwaya cautioned
against exceedimg lawful speed limits. It may be mechanically posaible for the vehicle to exceed
the maximum speed of the tire for long distances, as we ses in the case of cormmercial trucks,
but Michelin does not condong or approve of this use, e.g. Michelin truck tire “Databook™
Attachiment B page 22 footnote *... {*) Exceeding the lawful speed limit is neither
recommended nor endorsed ...”, and “Michelin Recreational Vehicle Tire Guide™ — Attachment
E page 13 .. Exceeding the lawful speed limit is neither recommended nor endorsed ...."

i’leau don’t hesitmbe to contact me or Latane Montague at (202) 637-6567 with any

questions about this response,

Sincerely,

ﬂaﬁw/r/f{%

Patrick M, Raher

Enclosurss: Coe Confldential Compact Diak

Cine Non-confidential Compact Disk
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Chriztapher H. Grigorian
Arent Fox PLLC
1050 Connecticnt Ave., NW.

Washington, DC 20036-5339

Re:  Confidentiality Determination/Toyo Tire {(U.5.A.) Corperation — RQ05-001
(Country Coach)

Dear Mr, (irigorian:

This is in response to your December 22, 2005 letter requesting confidential treatment for
materials submitted by Toye Tite {U.5.A.) Corporation (Toyo) and enclosed with your letter.
The materials were provided vohmtarily by Toyo to an agency representative dunng a field
vigit to a Toyo facility in connection with the above investigation. Specifically, you request
permanent confidential treatment for 17 pages submitted.

Your letter and accompanying certificate indicate that the information provided is confidential
and proprietary data that Toyo does not and has not released to the public.

I am granting your request.

The information provided by Toyo was not submitted in response ta any formal agency
request or other legal requirement. 1 have thersfore determined that Toyo provided this
information voluntarily. Accordingly, I have reviewed your request under the principles set
forth in Critical Mass Energy Project v. Nuclear Reguiatory Comm'n, 975 F2d 871 (D.C. Cir.
1992),

Under the test sct forth in Critical Mass, financial or commercial information provided to the
government on a voluntary basis is "confidential” for purposes of FOIA Exemption 4 of the
Freedom of Information Act if it is the kind of information that would custamarily not be
released to the public by the submitter. Your lefter indicates that the documenta contained in
your submission reveal customer and owner identification information and internal business
information that Tayn does not customarily release to the public. 1am according confidential
treatment to all of the information contained in the 17 pages submitted.

Subject to the following conditions, this grant of confidential treatrent will remain in effect
permanently. The information may be disclosed under 49 CFR § 512.22 based upon newly




discovered or changed facts, and you must inform the agency of any changed circomstances
that may affect the protection of the information (49 CFR § 512.10). If necessary, you will be
notified pricr to the release of any information under the procedures established by our

regulations (49 CFR § 512.22(b)).
Sincerely,

/41

Otto G. Matheke, IIT
Senior Attomey

NHTSA:NCC113:Matheke:pll:61834:05/24/06
NCC-113:Subj/Chron  NOC05-009630
TBowman — w/o enclosore

U confimisc05welToyo05-009630.mig.doc




