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QDI has received gix Vehicle Chvwner Questionnaire (VOQ) reports of fuel tank punctures in MY
2004 and 2005 Nissan Murano vehicles. Three of the six consumers reported driving over road
debris prior tf discovering the fael tank had been punctured. Additionally, two of the consumers
noted hmrm% an audible noise under the vehicle while driving prior to discovering fuel feak.

er was notified of fucl leakage by another motorist and subsequently discovered
the fuel tank was punctured. A copy of each of the reparts is enclosed for your information.

stated in the text, the following definitions apply to these information requests:

& Subject vehicles: all 2004 and 2005 Nissan Muranos manufactured for sale or lesse in
¥ States,

component: Fuel Tank Azsembiy on the subject vehiclea.

: Nissan North America, Inc, Nissan of North America Inc., and Nigssn Motor Co.,
all of its past and present officers and employees, whether assigned to its

, regional, zone and other offices and their employecs, and all agents,

, consultants, attomeys and law firms and other persons engaped directly or

y (e.g., employee of a consultant) by or under the coatrol of Nissan (inchuding all
busingss units and persons previously referred to), who are or, in or after January 1, 2001,
were fnvolved in any way with any of the following related to the alleged defect in the
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subject vehicles:

8. Dlesign, engineering, analysin, modification or proeduction (e.g. quality coatrol);

b. Testing, assessment or evaluation;

c. Consideration, or recognition of potential or actual defects, reporting, record-keeping
aind information management, {e.g., complaints, field reports, warranty information,
nart sales), analysis, claims, or lawsuits; or

d. Communication ta, from or intended for zone represuntatwes fleets, dealers, or other

eld locations, mcludmg but not limited to people who have the capacity to ubtam
information from dealers.

Alleged defect: the fuel tank may be punctured while deiving,

Document: “Document(s)” is used in the broadest sense of the word and shall mean all
origipal written, printed, typed, recorded, or graphic matter whatsoever, however
prodyced or reproduced, of every kind, nature, and description, and all non-identical
copies of both sides thereof, including, but not limited to, papers, letters, memoramda,
orrespondence, communications, clectronic mail {e-mail) messages (existing jn hard
copy and/or in electronic storage), faxes, mailgrams, telegrams, cables, telex messages,
notes, anhotations, working papers, drafls, minutes, records, audio and video recordings,
data, (databases, other information bases, summarics, charts, tables, graphics, gther visual
displays, photographs, statements, interviews, opinions, reporiz, newspaper articles,
studies, analyses, evaluations, interpretations, contracts, agreements, jottings, agerxias,
bulletins, notices, announcements, instructions, blueprints, drawings, as-builis, changes,
mangals, publicatiang, work scheduleg, journals, statistical data, desk, portable and
computer calendars, appointment books, diaries, travel reports, lists, tabulations,
computer printouts, data processing program libraries, data processing inputs and cutputs,
micrgfilms, microfiches, statemenis for services, resolutions, financial statements,
governmental records, business records, personnel records, work arders, pleadings,
discowvery in any form, affidavits, motions, responses to discovery, all transcripts,
administrative ﬁlings and all mechanical, I'[Iﬂgl]ﬁ:il:, phoﬂ:gmphic and electronic records
or re¢ordings of any kind, including any storags media associated with computers,
inchufing, but not limited to, information on hard drives, Boppy disks, backup tapes, and
zip drives, electronic communications, including but not limited to, the Intemet and ghall
include any drafiz or revisions pertaining to any of the foregoing, all other things similar
to any of the feregoing, however denominated by Nissan, any other data compilations
from which information can be obtained, translated if necessary, into a usable form and
any dther documents. For purposes of this request, any document which containg amy
note,|comment, addition, deletion, insertion, annotation, or otherwise comprizes a non-
identjcal copy of another document shall be treated as a separate document subject to
prodyction. In all cases where original and any non-identical copies are not available,
“document(s)"also means any identical copies of the original and all non-identical copies
therepf. Any document, record, graph, chart, film or phetograph originally produced in
color must be provided in color, Fumish all decuments wheiher verified by Nissan or
not. [f a decumert i not-in the Bnglish language, provide both the original document and
English translation of the decument.
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Terms: To the exient that they are wyed in these information requests, the terms
," “mm Eumplﬂ.int," udmlu ﬁuld l'ﬂpﬂl'f,” nﬁeld l'q:loﬂ,.“ “ﬁrﬂ,” “ﬂmt.” Iignud

* “rollover,” ﬂype ™ “wnrranty,” “warranty adjustment,” and “watranty claim,”
er nsed in singular or in plural fonn, have the same meaning as foumd in 49 CFR

Insofar as Nigaan has previonsly provided a document to ODL, Nissan may produce it apain or
identify the the document submission to OI! in which it was included and the precise
location in thiat submission where the document is located. ‘When documents are produced, the
documents be preditced in an identified, organized manner that corresponds with the
organization pof this information request letter (inchuding all individual requests and subparts).
When decuments are produced and the documents would not, standing alone, be self-
explanatory, the production of documents shall be pupplemenied and accompamnied by

explanation.
Please repeat the applicable request verbatim above each response. After Nissan's response to

each request,|identify the source of the information and indicate the last date the information was
gathered.
L. -State, by model and model year, the number of subject vehicles Nissan has manufactured for

~ sale or Jease in the United Statez. Separately, for each subject vehicle mamufactured 1o date
i state the following:

rable in Microsoft Access 2000, or a compatible format, entitled
“PRODUCTION DATA™

2. State the number of each of the following, received by Nissan, or of which Nissan is
aware, which relate to, or may relate to, the allaged defect in the subject vehicles:

involving a crash, injury, or fatalit;r, based on elaims apgainst the manufacturer
ing a death or injury, notices teceived by the manufacturer alleging or proving that

. involving a fire, based on claims against the manufactyrer involving a death or
injury, notices received by the mennfacturer alleging or proving that a death or injury wes




causud by a possible defict in & subject vehicls, property damage claims, consumer
complaints, or field reports;
grty damage cla.i._ms; and

arts “a" through “d” state the total number of each itern (.., consumer complaints,
rts, ete.) separately, Multiple incidents itvolving the same vehicle are to be

In additign, for iterns “¢” twough “g”, provide a summary description of the alleged problem
53] and contributing factors and Nigsam's assessment of the problem, with a summary
ignificant underlying facts and evidence. For items *f" and "g," identify the partics to
as well as the caption, court, docket number, and date on which the complaint or

an’s file number or other identifier used;
2 tegnl‘}' of the 1te=m a8 identified in Request No. 2 (i.e., consumer complaint, field

. Produce ¢opies of all documents related to each item within the scope of Request No. 2,
Organize the documents separately by category (i.e., consumer complaints, fisld reports, etc.)
and descuibe the method Nissan used for organizing the documents.

. Btate, by model rnd model year, a total count for all of the following categories of claims,
collectively, that have been paid by Nissan to date that relate o, or may relate to, the alleged
defect in the subject vehicles: warranty ¢laims, extended warranty ¢laims; c¢laims for good
will servipes that were provided, field, zone, or similar adjustments and reimbursements; and




wmnntﬂ::ulaims or repairs made in accordance with a procedure specified in a technical
service etin or customer satisfaction campaign,

Separately, for each such claim, state the following information:

; statadbyuustumerand

: Promdﬂ is information in Microscft Access 2000, or a compatible format, entitled
ANTY DATA”

. Deacribe|in detail the search criteria used by Nissan to identify the claimas identified in
response to Request No. 5, including the labor operations, problem codes, part numbers and
any pertinent parameters used. Provide a list of all labor operations, labar operation
descriptions, problem codes, and problem code descriptions applicable to the alleged defect
in the subject vehicles. State, by make and model year, the terms of the new vehicle
warranty|coverage offered by Niszan on the subject vehicles (i.e., the ommber of months and
mileage ﬁwhich coverage is provided and the vchicls sysiems that are covered). Describe
any warranty coverage option(s) that Nissar offered for the subject vehicles and
state by gption, modz], and model year, the nomber of vehicles that are covered wnder each

such extended warranty,

. Produce topiecs of all service, warranty, and other documents that relate to, or may relate to,
d defeet in the subject vehicles, that Nissan has issucd to any dealers, regional or
es, field offices, fleet purchasers, or other entities. This includes, but is not limited
8, advisories, informational decuments, training documents, or ather documents or
tions, with the exception of standard shop menuals, Also include the latest draft

icns, inquiries andf’or avaluatmns (collectively, ‘actluns"} thut relate to, or may
alleged defect in the subject vehicles that have been conducted, are being

title or identifier;

or planned start date;

or expected end date;

Briefjsurnmary of the subject and objective of the action;
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e. Engiheering group{s)¥supplier(s) responsible for designing and for conducting the action;
and

f. A brief summary of the findings and/or conchusions resulting from the action.

For each|action identified, provids copies of all documents related to the action, regardless of
whether the documents are in interim, draft, or final form. Organize the documents
chronologically by action.

9. Describelall modifications or chanpes made by, or on behalf of, Nissan in the design,
material pompogition, mamifacture, quality control, supply, or installation of the subject
component, from the start of production to date, which relate to, or may relate to, the alleged
defect in|the subject vehicles. For each such modification or chenge, provide the following

a. The date or approximate date on which the modification or change was incorporated into
vehicle production;

b. A defailed description of the modification or change;

¢. ‘The feason(s) for the modification or change;

d The part umbers {service and engineering) of the original component;

¢. The part number (gervice and engineering) of the modified component;

£ Whether the original unmodified component was withdrawn from production and/or sale,
and if so, when; . '

E. 'When the modified component was made mvailable as a service component; and

h. Whether the modified component can be interchanged with earlier production

COMPOTEINE.

Also, prgvide the above information for any modification or change that Nissan is aware of
which mpy be imcorporated into vehicle production within the next 120 days.

10. Provide the following information concerning the subject fuel tank assemblics:

a Drmawings showing the nominal and minimum {full jounce) design ground clearance of
the stibject fuel tank assembly and the correspemding location(g) on the tank agrembly —
state|al] assumptions (e.g., tire inflation pressure);

b. Identify all subject vehicle components that have lower ground clearances for each
condjtion cited in “10.a” than the subject fuel tanks and state the Jocation and ground
¢learance dimension of each,

¢. State the minimum design ground clearance for each condition cited in “10.8” for the
subject vehiclea, the buses for that dimension, the asscciated component/straciure, and
the location; . .

d Provide a bottom view drawing or picture showing the undercartiage of the vehicle in the
fully(built configuration with the fuel tank and the locations of all components identified
in “10.b™ and “10.¢" clearly marked;

8. Copigs of all engincering specifications relating to the packaging, shielding, ground
cleasance, and/or puncture resistance of the subject fuel tanks;

f. Coples of all engineering rtandards, design guides, or similar documents that relate in any
way fo the packaging, shielding, ground clearance, end/or puncture resistance of fuel

tanks in passenger cars or light trucks (including vans and utility vehicles);




g A detpiled description of the fuel tank matsrial composition and manufacturing process,
material type and material specifications;

i, State purpns: of the shield above the rear drive shaft and below the fuel tank (in
vehicle upright position);

State the capacity of the subjact fuel tank and the amounts of fuel that could leak from

in the cach side (left and right) of the tank;

a picture or diagram of the sub_]ect fuel tank indicating the locations of all

knowh to Nissan; and

Any kits that have been released, or developed, by Nissan for use in service repaira to the

subjert component/aggembly which relate, or may relate, to the alleged defect in the

subject vehicles.

11. State the number of each of the following that Nissan has sold that may be used in the suhject
vehicles by component name, part nurnber (both setvice and engineéenng/production), modal
and mode¢l year of the vebicle in which it is vsed and month/vear of sale (Incliding the cut-off

ey vehicles ufwhnh Nissan is aware that contain the 11:Imtma1 component, whether
installed fix lroducnm or in service, and state the applicable dates of production or sérvice
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s and the production of things. Tt constitutes 2 new request for information.

aijure to respond prompily and fully to this letter could subject Nissan to civil penalties
pursuant to 49 UJ.8.C. § 301635 or lead to an action for injunctive relief pursuant 1o 49 U.8.C. §
30163. (Other remedies and sanctions are available as well.) Please note that maximnm civil




Law No, 104414 (signed November 1, 2000). Section 5(a) of the TREAD Act, codified at 49

Nissan does pot sabmit one or more requested documents or items of information in response to
this information request, Nissan must provide a privilege lag identifying each document or item

egponse to this letter, in duplicate, together with a copy of any confidentinlity request,
g itted to this office by Novernber 18, 2(05. Please refer to PER05-050 in Nissan's
response o this letter. If Nissan finds that it is unable to provide all of the information requested

giness days before the response due date, If Nissan is unable to provide all of the
equested by the original deadling, it must submit a partial response by the orignal
whatever information Nissan then has evailable, oven if an extension has been

pims that any of the information or docaments provided i response to this

equest constitute confidential commercial material within the meaning of 5 U.S.C.
are protected from disclosure pursuant to 18 (1.8.C. § 1905, Nissan ronst submit
supporting information together with the matexinls that arc tho subject of the confidentiality
l'equmt, in a¢eordance with 49 CFR Part 512, as amended (ﬁg Fed. R.BE 44209 st =11 Il.lljl’ 28,
2003), to the Office of Chief Counsel (NCC-113), National Highway Traffic Safety
Administratipn, Room 5219, 400 Seventh Strect, 3.W., Washington, D.C. 20590, Nissan is
required o siibinit two copics of the documents containing altepedly confidential information
{except anly|one copy of bluepnints) and one copy of the documents from which information
claimed to be confidential hag been deleted.

If Nissan




If you have any technical questions concerning this matter, please call Derek Rinehardt of my

ataff at (202] 366- 3642.
Lo d
9{ o

L. Quandt, Chlef
Velnc]c Contrel Division
Office of Defects Investigation

Sinnerely, _

Enclosures: Copies of VOQ Nwnbers: 10129600, 10132969, 10121492, 10065793, 10137060,
10137331 '




Conpiaint Detal

X-5EP-ANG
Camplaint Information
obth XTran Kalurral Soarced  HHTSA HOTLINE Mt Evjmrsd Froperty Dammpx N
Racalrasd Data  T2-5EP- X5 Inchkiant Date  15-AUG-2004 Craph: N micommesces 1 Polce Rapovtt Y
Dagripiba:  BT: THE CONSUMER'S VEHICLE SWERVED TO HIT DEBRIS 1N THE Ha: N

Num. Duaths Copfidantal Y
ROADWAY. THE DEBRIS STRUCK THE &AS TAKK, RESULTING TH A GAS : "
LEAK 18 GALLDNS GOF EAS SPILLED FROM THE TANK. KO FIRES R
INJURIES REFOMTED. THE VEHICLE WAS TOWED TO A DEALER. AND
THE GAS TANK WAS REFLACED. KO PROBLEMS WITH THE GAS TANK
SINCE REALACEMENT OF GAS TANK. THE CONSUMER PAID QUT OF
POCKET FOR THE REPATRE.*AK

Consumer Informmation

H omtry Mwne Cole
i I thye DDX HILLS Ctemiry: LNTTED STATES ik
Orga Sabat NEW YORK Buytirm Phowe [ Pexy
Product Iaformoation

Falurh Milasge 5N Antiock Bralae ¥

Bexly Byl SV Speed: 20
PedType:  GAS Powertraks: 4 WHEEL DRIVE
Purchess Dubye  16-APR-200 Fusd Syviam
Dnaler Typw  SALES GEALER Damler Masssy  SMITHTOWH NISSAN I Habp: NY
Addreysds T EAST ERICHD THHINRIKE _ !...n-l!l H__E._EI
Addrss s [T — Comntry Kt

Chy: SMITHTOWN P

Coutry! US . Buak




Complaint Datal

X-58P-3005
Cotmplaint Inforomtion
oun  uNT0EG Refarral Source:  WHTSA HOTLIME M, Brjored . Froparly Dumsgee N
Recaboad Ceta  XH-5EP-HXS ncidant Date  O-11H-2005 . G N Wwmdccorrances 1 Pales Rupstd: N
Dascriptioa:  DT; THE CONSUMER STATED THAT WHILE DRIVING AT 55 MRH HIT A N Murm, Byntha Confilantht ¥

AOAD DEBRIS AND 1T PUKCTURED THE GAS TAKK O 2004 HISSAN
MURARD. THE CONSUMER SAW AN ARTICLE IN THE WALL STREET
JIURNAL ABSUT A SIMILAR STTUATION. THE YEHITLE WAS FIXED BY A
REPAIRMAN. THE CORSUMER. CONTACTED NMISSAN, ANE THEY SAID
THAT [F THERE WAS A RECALL THEY WOULD CONTACT HIM, THE

INISEAN Mnds: Talars Misags ISND Antieck Brakan
IMUL] Beody Style: UV Spesdk 55
vEe uﬁmi....i Oviginal Owoar: ¥ PoslTyps: GAS Pewrtralc  ALL WHEEL DRIVE
# of Cyledan: Engiua Fes: Purchame Datas  23-ASR- 2004 PualiSystawe  FUEL UECTION
Crole Controk Y Vihicls Usepas
Drremt Miesgs 16600 . Tramaminskm Trpei  AUTOMATIC
Compoeat: 08110 FUEL SYSTEM, CIESELZSTDRAGE/TANK ASSEMBLY
Daalir Typs  SALES DEALER ) . Daaier Numyy  LUTHER NISEAN KIx Stukar MN
Atdrewsd 147 S0TH STREET EAST Work Phesu  §51 457 5757 Tip Code: .
Akirowa: Haerm Piona Coumtry Bt

G INYER GROYE HEIGHTS . ]

Cramirn IS Ervlli



Compiaint Detad

8-SR 25

Complaiat Informmation

oume: 1132968 : Redorral Searcei  MARUFACTURER
Recalved Dabe  15-AUG-2005 Bnckiant Outs  £1-AUG-ZT5 Crash ¥

Descripthinl  INCIDENT!: 2005 NIESAN MURAKG PURCHASED ON TILY 5, 2005 FROM M A
COLITHS NIRAN [N INCTANAPOLTS, IMDTANA, YEHICLE 1D #
JHBATIOW QS 65

1'WAS DRIVING WEST ON INTERSTATE B6 THROUGH NY STATE OR
THE MORNING OF AUGUST 1, 2008 . A FEW MILES WEST OF CORNING,
MY 1 HOTICED THE SMELL DF GAS. STOPRED AT A REST AREA AND
MOTECEDHEAS LEAKING ON THE PARKING LOT, I FRICEEDED TO

. JAMESTO'WN, KY (50 MILES) TO TAKE THE CAR TO THE CLOSEST :

MISSAN DEALER. SIGNATURE MISSAN 714 664 (075 DISCOYERED
THAT SOMETHING HAD GONE THRAUGH THE GAS TANK ANC 1 WOLAD
MEED T REPLACE IT. HE SHOWED ME HO'W THE GAS TANK CROFS
DOWN AND HAS A SMOOTH UNPROTECTED SURFACE FACING
FORWARD WHERE {WHAT EVER TTWAS THAT HIT THE TAMK) WENT
‘THROUGH THE PLASTIC SURFACE, I DELIVERED THE DAMAGED GAS
TANK T COLLINS NISSAN AND IT IS BETNG HELD AT THERE SERVICE
DEPARTMENT FOR FURTHER INSPECTION.

FOR DVER 50 YEARS OF DRIVING , I HAVE NEVER HAD ANYTHING LIKE
THIS HAPREN TO ME WHILE DRIVING MANY MAKES OF CARS, [AM
CONCERNED ABOUT YHE WAY THE TANK HANGS DOWN, HAS A
VULNERABLE SURFACE, AND IS NOT PROTECTED FROM ROAD
HAZARDS....FHE LEAKING GAS COVLD HAVE CAUSED MUCH BIGGER

PROBLEME. I AM CONCERMED THAT THIS COULD HAPFEN AGAIK WITH
MUCH WORSE RESLLTS.  *NM

Cornsmmer Infor mation

. Mom. Infursd @ Propariy Denhge: Y

b Dcowrvances 1 Polcs Raportz N
Mum Deathsr 3 Confilentht K

Boambig Paind oantey Phoms Coda

AnckBralmn N

Body Ryl Epaadh X
s u!uﬁ...ﬂ_..__. OrigimiOwnen ¥ Fuel Byper ——
# of Crirndary Bagine Sleas - Purchass Dute: 05 JUL-05 Pl Spstams
Cralea Controk M Wabiclo Uroge: RECREATIONAL
awrant Whiage N0 Transslspion Treei
Lonpasant GASOLINE: STORAGETA
Dasbr Trow  RALES DEALER Daalor Bare  CHOLLINS MISSEH
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Complaint Detall
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Mo UG 654 0500
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Comphaint Datall

28-5EP-X15

Complaint Iformatian
OCZE: 129500 . it rrul Soorcw M Inhred 0 Proparty Durmpee= K
Rmcabvend Dyt 21-J0L-2005 Iocklant Date  OFJUL-XT5 Crashr N ‘e Ocowmncss 1 Polica Ragoet: K

Dencriptiorr  WHILE DFIVING OM & HEGHWAY ON VACATION, EOME DERATS FROM A N M Dawthan 0 Comfidanink Y
VEHICLE I FRDNT OF DUR CAR FELL OFF AMP WE DROYE OVERIT.
WHEN WE STOPPED & FEW MILES DOWN THE RODE WE SMELLED
GASOLINE A5 SOON AS WE OPENED THE CAR DOOL WHEN MY
HUSEAND LODKED UNCER THE CAR, HE SAW THE THERE WERE SEVERAL
PUNCTURES IR THE GAS TANK. THE FIRE DEPARTMENT CAME TO
CONTAIM THE GASOLINE, AND THEN THE CAR WAS TOWED T A
CEALERSHIF. THE CARIS STILL AT A DEALERSHIP WAITING QN & NOW
A5 TANK TO BE SHIPPED (IXPECTED DELIVERY DATE IS 1 MONTH
FROM THE ORDER DATE). TVE KNOWN QTHER CARS TO RUN OVERL
DEBRTS AND NOT HAVE THE GAS TANK PUNCILURED. [T SEEMS THAT
THE GAS TANK Y5 MORE SUSCERTIBLE TO YHIE SORT OF PROBLEM,

TVE FEAD CTHER SIMILAR COMPLATNTS AS WELL

Conzurr Information

Tip Cude I Bvaning Mrows
Oooirtryi  UNITED STATES Emmb

Daytima Phone I fan

Juniry Fharm Ceda

Rallrd Wit Antlock Brakemn Y
Body Styin: Epaadi
Fuel Typan Parveartralss
Purchess Datax
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Compiaint Detal

28-SEF-205
Compinint nforrmation
OCEF: 10121492 i Rafarrl Souresl M. Brjeireal Propiity Didmsigas K
Racahdd Dibd  C-MAY-2XS Inchient Data M-APR-205 Oaatlh: N W Doy 1 Polks Report: K
Description) 2005 MISSAN MURLMD EXPERIENCED PROBLEME WITH THE GAS A H Nam. Do thn Confidentink T
TANK*MR THE CONSUMERS WIFE WAS DRIVING THE YEHICLE WHEN )

ALL OF A SUDDEN SHE HEARD A CLENK UNDER THE VEHITLE, WHEN
SHE ARKIVED AT HER DESTINATION, SHE DISCOVERED SMELLED GAS
AND SAW THAT THE GAS 'WAS FOURING FRON THE GAS TANK
FCRMING A POOL UNBER AND ARJLNE THE VEHICLE. THE VEHICLE
WAS TOWED TO THE CEALERSHIP WHERE IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT
THE GAS TANKHAD A GAPING 23 INCH HOLEIN IT. THE CONSUMER
WAS CONCERNED THAT THE MATERIAL USED TN THE MANUFACTURTHG
OF THE GAS TANK WAS ETTHEA DEFECTIVE DR IMPROVPER FOR THE
USE N INTENCED, 3B

Mumry Phone Code  US




Comphint Datal

2B-5EF-2005
Compleint Evformation
DOEF 100850 Aafartal Sowco:  FANUFACTURER MamInjwsd € Propatty Damege: T
Racsived Dabt ' DB-APR-2004 Incklant Data  [0-APR-204 Cmashi K SnOmrTences 1 Palss Ruprd: N
Damripthnl  GAS TAKK PLACEMENT AND DESIGH 15 FOORLY ENGINEERET, Ml N M. Destia: O Confidantisk N

PROMOTIMNG THE OPPOKTURITY FOR CATASTAOMHIC INCIDENTS
WHEN THE DRIVER IS KOT AT FAULT. DEATH TO INNICENT VICTIMS
CAN OCTLURAWITH NO SOLLISTON IN NEAR IDEAL CONDITIONS. “AK
SPECIFICALLY, THE DESTGEN OF THE GAS TAKE AND BIPOSLIRE TO
ROAD HAZANDS 15 A MAXIR SAFETY FLAW. THE GAS TANK 15 PLASTIC
(MNOT LHLUISUAL TOMAY] AKD DPEN TO ORIECTS THAT CAM FLY OFF
THE FRONT RIGHT WHEEL. THE FRONT OF THE GAS TANK 15 ORFENLY
EXPOSED, WTTH MO PROTECTION T PREVENT THE PRUNCTURE OF THE
@AS TANEK, UNKNOWING TO THE DRIVER, LEADING TO POTENTIAL
DEATH. MY PARTICULAR THCICENT O-CCLURRELR WHILE TUANING LEFY
THROUGH AN INTERSEC TRCN. T HEARD A SUDDEN NOISE, LIKE
SOMETHING LARGE 'WAS fOLLIMG ARGUND IN THE CARGO AREM AND
BANSED AGATNST THE SIDE, BUT WE HAD NO CARGO. ISTOMED AND
. SUMEYED THE CARTO FIND A PIECE OF REBAR ABCUT Z LONG

HANGING DXOWN LUNDER THE CAR, ST 1IN FRONT OF THE RKGHT REAR
TIRE. UPDH CLOSER INSPECTION THE REBAR WAS STICKING QLT OF
THE S[DE OF THE GAS TANK, LEAKING GAS, AFTER EVALUATING WHAT
LOOKED TO BE A FREAK THCTDENT, QMY 5 DAYS AFTEL T BOUSHT
THIS BRAND NEW CAR, IT EECAME APPARENT HOW POCIRL THE DESIGN
WAS, SIMALY FIOM THE PLACEMENT OF THE GAS TAME, AND 1T
EXPOSURE. I CONCLUOED THE WASNH'T SUCH A FREAK TNCIDENT,
GIVEN THE OPEN TARGET THE GAS TANX [S TO ROAD DESRIS.
SOMERODT'S GOING TO DIE SOMECAY 3ECALUSE OF THE POOR
DESIGH UNMLESS THE MARUFACTURER FINES THIS. ITS SIMPLY A SAD
DESIGN THAT COULD BASILY BE FIET WITH A PIECE OF SHPET METAL
TO COVER THE OPEN CAVTTY LGTR THE CAR THAT MAKES THE
FRONT SIDE OF THE BAS TANK A PERFECT TARGET FOR RICHS,
METAL, PARKING BERMS, ETC.
T GIARANTEE THIES WILL HOT BE THE ONLY COMPMLAINT ABOUT THE
QPEN EXPOSURE TO THIS GAS TANK IR THE NISSAN MURANG. THM A

* PRETTY SAFE DRIVER, AND IVE NEVER HAD SUCH A THING HAPPEN.
THE FACT IT HAPPENED ON THE 5TH DAY OF CWNERSHIP TELLS ME
SOMETHING. TTS NGT LIST RAD LUCK, TS A BAD DESIGH FROM A
SAFETY FOOINT OF VIEW.
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