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vasgals in that businaga, 5 walver will
not be granted. Commenta shoutd refer
to the docket number of this notics end
the vessal neme in order for MARAD to
propaely conalder the comntants.
Comments shondd alac state the
commenter's intersst in the waiver
application, and eddrees tha waiver
criteria given in § 388.4 of MARAD's
ragulations at 46 CFR part 308,
DATEE: Sulamil comments on or befors
Janmary 30, 2006,
ADDRES®EA: Comments should refar to
docket number MARAD-2005—23445,
Writtan commemnta may ba submitted by
hand or by mail to the Docket Clark,
U.8. DOT Dackets, Raom PL—4(H,
Departmant of Transportation, 400 7th
St., SW., Washingion, DC Z0590-0001.
You mey elso send comments
elactronically vis the Internat at fritp.//
dmees.detgov/submit/, All comments
will bacome part of this docket and will
be available for mspaction and copying
at the above address berwesn 10 arm.
and 5 p.m., e.t., Menday through Friday,
wxepd Fadaral holideys. An elactronic
version of this decument and all
documents antered into thia dockst is
available om the World Wide Wab at
hitp/fdms.dot.gov.
FOR AUATHER MNPFORUATION CONTAGT:
Jomnn Spittle, U.5. Department of
Trensportation, Maritime
Administration, MAR-830 Room 7201,
400 Seventh Stroet, SW., Washingion,
DC 26590, Talaphone 202-386-5879.
BPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As
damcribed by the applicant the intended
sarvies of the vesas]l ULTRA VIOLET is:
Imtandad Use: “Dny charter,

sightsae
Gﬂn.gm];sllfc Region: Narraganaatt Bay,
KL

Dated: Decamhar 23, 2009,
By ocdar of the Maritims Administreior.

Joul & Richard,

Semmwiary, Moritime Adminigimifon.

[FR Doc. EE—80681 Filad 12-28 05; 5:45 am]
PRLUNG CODE M10-1-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Naticnal Highweay Traflic Saluly
Administraiion

Danisl of Molor Yehiclo Dofect Patiion
ABENCY: Natinnal Highwnay Traffic
Safety Administraticn [NHTSA),
Dapartmeant of Transportation.

AETION: Demiel of petition for a defact
investigation.

SUMMARY: This notes sats forth the
raeeane for tha denial of a i

submitied by i, Chris Mr. Don

Huston, Mr. Robart Guthria, Mr. Jaff
Babink, Mr. ]. A. Massay, Mi. Michels
Brown, Ms. Mery Mabry, Mr. Chris
Taylor, and Mr, Victor Aguilar
(hareinafter, “Petltlonezs™) to NHTSA's
Office of Defects Investigation {ODE),
receivid Sepiember 6, 2005, under 40
1.5.C. 301062, roquesting that the agemey
commence B proceading to determine
the existence of a defoct refated to mator
wﬂnla mafety with mspact to the
c_!f dwhl-ad and k plug assexnbly
ﬁryﬂ: (MY) 1997
Eﬂﬂi Furd vohbicles with Triton
V- and V10 enginas. After a review of
the petition and other information,
NHTSA bas concluded thet further

;ﬂlﬂﬂ ﬂl;pﬂ_niit:lm does not ngiap;]nr to
B wWarmanta [ Lo
has denied the paﬂatfﬁﬁhe pmnun{a
hereinaftar idantifiad as DPOS—S.
FOA FURTHER NFORMATION CONTACT= My,
Cheryl Roea, Vehicle Control Divizlon,
Offica of Dafects Invoetigation, NHTSA,
400 Sevanth Strect, SW., Washi
DC 20550, Talephona: [202) 388—1869,
BUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Omn September &, 2005, ODI recaived
o patiting snhmitted by Mr. Donald W.
Ficksatia of Santa Clarita, CA, oo the
behalf of the *Petitionara™ remuasting
that tha agenty investighte allegations of
sngine sperk phig sjection o certain MY
1807 through 2004 Ford vehiclas with
Triton V—§ and V-10 engines
(hereinafier, sulject vehicles}. The
“Petitiotvara™ allege the following

e

1 cylh
asasmbl al.lgn s insufficient to retain
the luga in tha cylindar hasds for
the life nf the apark plug unlsss
pnnudma]ly inspacted snd, ifnecessary,

torqued

(2} As the vehicle Bges, the wpark

plvﬂ loosax in the threaded head and/
matal fatiguas cansging khe gperk
plugs to be blown out of the boad.

(3} The millions of subjact vehicles
containing rha Tritm V-3 and V10
sngine prasant a safety hazard to
ocoupents of the vehicle, newtry
parmns, and other moterists nn the

msluﬁu shoct ont of the
denty and with praat
forca dameging the angine and
sometimes puncturing the hood,

{n] Firg and explosion are likely If the

mm nearby fuel lines.
rapart a strang analt of
Enhlﬁﬂ;:imrnﬂublwuuummd
ndar 14 oprm, prasenting an

nddfgnnal dnn;-l:-uf ilinr: snd mﬁﬂmiﬂn.

(=) Tha sudden expulsion of the plug
out of the head often causes drivers to

[4] The apark

be stariled and loss contral of the
vehicle momentaril
[d} Tha vahiclss a{wa]u lame power,
and often siall
In reaponae to NHTSA's mguest for
whatever supporting information the
"Petitioners” could pravide, one
titioner and Mr. Donak] Ricketts on
ohalf of the “'Petitionen,” submitisd
savaral complaints and ir involcas
concerning the subjoct of
allegatione. NHTSA has carsfully
analyzed those submisions, s wall a=
relavant compleints in itx own databass,
interviswsd many of tha complainents,
md“d._:ﬁ aomse of the “'Petitioners,” and
n vohicile conteining tha

rar.:uhnd a total of 474 non-
duplicative enmpleints on the subjsct
vehiclos, including the several
complainta submitted by Mr. Doaald
Rickettx an bahalf of the “Patiticnars™
and somre cemplaints raceived directly
feont the “Patitioners’” where the
complatnant, or the dealer repeiring the
vehicle, raported that a spark plug
datached from the cylinder and/or
!f:lud from the eogine (hereinafter,

allegad dafect). A of Dacember 8, 2005,
D1 is oot awars of any allsgations
whara the alleged dafedt resulted in &
loas of vehicle control, a crash, an
injuty, or a Fatality in any of the
14,319,810 subjact vohicles. In addition,
A 12 aware of only two incidants
whare the vehicle stalled without
Teatact.

Information contained in the DDI
congumer complaints and obtzined Fom
72 telephone interviews with

lainamnts showed the following:
FB!I‘-'E of tha com ts wars on
MY 1587 to 300X su vohicles,

£2] Most the complainants repartad
hearing & loud pop while driving or
upon starting up iha vshicls foliowad by
B lnud rapatitive clicking or papping

[3] Mnn] of tha complainanty reportad
that the popping sound was
sccompanied by some losa of vehicie
powel; however, in 85% of the
incidents reported, the vehicle 2id not
sinll. In the vary fow incidents whera
the wohicle did stall, most vehicles
could ba resterted,

(4] Only a small percentage of the
complalnants cited thet they smellad
ges or 8 slighl burming smell when the
incident serurred.

{5) 1o all brut & very bow Incidents,
vehicle damage was limited to the
engins. In nna incident, the complalot
reported that the fusl mil was damaged
and replaced afier one of the apark
sjacted from the angine: however, the
complainant reportad that the damags
did not rasult in eny type of fuel lank
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or fire. In another incident, the only
incident whers a fire was ellaged, the
complainent raported thet no fluid leak
waos obaervad, but thak & fire resutted
after the spark plug had sjected from the
Engine and haEnd mestarted the vehicle
and dyiven to anothar Incation. Nona of
the ts reporied any darmage
tothe v s hood.

ts reported

(6] Only two complainan
that they nbserved whal appearad to be

scina drope of fusl caming from the
cylinder whore the spark plug had failed
or on the spark itzalf; however,
each of theae complainenta repoertad that
thare was no zmoke or flemes ag a resalt
of his incident.

In sdditeon to its m;:‘:l]]:lamt analysis,
OD] alwe examined a subject vehicle
conteining the allegsd dafect and
olyarved the following:

(1) One of the spark plugs was
detachad from the cylinder threads.

(2} Tha lracket securing tha ignition
coil and apark plug assembly was
broken and when the engine was
runming, the ignltion cofl, which was
atill attached to the engine via its wire
hearpaas, wonld move up end down
within the cylindsr.

k)] W]Iml the UE;H wHa l:l.mn'mg a
loud ing or ing noise was
baard.

[4) Mo Auid leaks or fiel rail, smoke
or flama damage waa obasread.

Ag tha pelitionsr ncted and ODI's
analysls showed, it Is posalbla for a

pui ug o datach from the angina
ql.'lndgr throads In the subject vehicloa,
However, ODI's analysts of 474
compluints describing such incidenta
found only & very fiw alleged any
cafaty-releted consaonancas. None of
these shorwed any evidence of B erim
safsty consequemcs. Given the large
perpulation and relatively Jong axposurs
tirna of the sulysct vabiclas, the
complaint anelyris indicates that the
ik to motor vehicla safoty from the
allagnd dafact is vary low.

In view of the forggoing, it ie unlikaly
that tha NHTSA womld issue an grder
for tha notificarion and remady af the
allagnd cdafact ny definad by Mr. Donald
Ricksatta, on bahalf of the “Patitionera,"
¥ the conchision of the investigation
requested in ibe petition. Themfore, in
viaw of the need to allocets and
prioritize the NHT5A's limited
repqurcas to best eccomplish the
agoncy's safely mission, the petition 1a
denigd,

Andborfty: 49 U5 a0102{d); delegationa
of authority st CFR 1.50 and G01.8.

Tamtad on: Decembar 32, 2005,
Daniol Smith,
Asaneiatn Administroier for Enforcamens.
[FR Dov, E5—8072 Filad 12-28-05; B:45 am)
BLLNG CODE 41 0-21-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Nallonal Highway TraHlc Gafety
Administration

[Dochet No. NHTSA-2088-23381)

Notice of Receipt of Petifion for
Declaion That Nonconforming 2008
mn Car Pmm hnnimPuh-. and Pu;
pe and Cabrl Passangar Cara
Menufachsred Prior to September 1,
2006 Are ERgitda for Importstion
AgEncy: Natonal Highway Traffic
Safaty Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notico of recelpt of potition for
daclsion that nonconforming 2008

ESmart Car Paxsjon, Pulse, gnd Pure
{Coupe and Cabriciet) pn nun

20048, are uhslhlaforunpndntmn.

SUMBARY: This document announces
racaipt by tha Natonsl Highway Traffie
Safety Administraticn (NHTSEA] of a
petition for a decizion that 2006 Smart
Car Pasgion, Pulse, and Purae {Coupe and
Cabriolet] passenger cars, manufachisd
prior to Septemnber 1, 2008, thet were
not nri%lna]] manufaciursd to comply
with al appgu:nhln Federal motor
vehicle snfaty stundurds (FMV5S) are
eligible for importation inta the United
Staten becausa they have features
that comply with, or &re capeble of
being altered to comply with, all such
standards.

DATES: The cloaing date for comrasots
on the petition is January 30, 2D0B.
AbonEzagy: Comments slrould refar tn
the docket number and notics number,
and be mubmitted to: Docket

Ma t, Room PE~3401, 404
Sevanth St.. SW., Washingten, DC
20590. |Dockst hayra are from B a.m. b
5 p.m.]. Anyone ls able to ssarch the
aiectroaic form of sl commenta
received into any of our dockats bry the
name of the individusl submitting the
comment [or aigning tha comment, 1f
snbmitted on hetalf of an association,
busingss, labor unlon, etc.). Yoo may
reilénwr DOT™a complote Privacy Act
Statement i the Faderal

published on April 11, 2008 (Volome
85, Number 70; Fapas 19477-78) or you
may vislt http//dma dof gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION GONTACT!
Colemen Sachs, Offica of Vehiclo Safety
Complianca, NHTSA (202-366-3151).
HPPLENENTARY PFORMATION:

Barkground

Under 49 U.5.C. 30141(a][1A), &
motor vehicla that was ant originelly
manufactured to conform to all
applicable FMVSS shall he refused
admission into the Unitad States onless
NHTSA has decided thet the motor
vehicle iz subatantially similar to a
motor vehicls originally manufsctured
for importation into and wale in the
United Stotes, certifiod under 48 L1.5.C.
30115, end of the same model ywar ax
the modal of the mator vehicle to be
cempared, and s capabls of belog
rendily eliered to conform to all

hle FMV35. When there iz no
stentially similar U.5.-cortifiad
counterper, 8 NORCDD motor
vehlcle sball ba rafused sdmission into
the Unitad Stater unless NHTSA
decides under 4 1.5.C. 30141(a)(t){B).
that the motor vehicle has
features that comply with, or ere
able of iming & ta comply with,
:.lpapp!mnhln FMYSS based on
dastructlve test data or much other
avidence NHTSA decidas to be
adequate.

Patitlons for ellglhility decislons may
b submittsd hy aithsr maoufacturars or
importars who bave ragistared with
MNHTSA to 49 CFR Part 592, Aa
spacified in 40 CFR 693.7, NHTSA
publishea notica in the Palacal Ragister
of aach patition that it raceivas, and
affords interastad an

ity to comment ¢n the petition.
At the cloze of Ha comment period,
NHTSA decidas, on the basix of the
petition and any comments that it has
rmui:'l‘ed. whether the tohicls iz eligible
for importation. The sgency then
publishes this dectsian in the Federe]

a K Automotive Canversian, Inc. of

mﬂantn m California fﬂ];}"]]:m
L} Importar 80-00

petitloned NHTSA to dectde whether
noacenfonning 2006 Smart Car Passign,
Fulss, and Pura [Coupe and Cabriolet)

passanger cara menufactored prioe ko
Septamber 1, 2008, aro aligibla kr
impnrtation into the Unitad Staees. In its
petition, GEK noted that NHTSA has
prantsd import sligihitity to 2002-2004
end 2004 Smart Car Passlon. Pulse, and
Pore [Coupe and Cahrinlat) passenger
cars that GAX claims are idantical to tha
2008 Smart Car Passion, Pulsa, and Pure
{Coupe md Cabriolet) passengsr cars
that are tha mibact of thiz petition. In
itz patitions for the 200220104 and 2005
vehicles, tha petitionar claimad thet the
wahicles were capable of being altersd in
campty with all applicable FMVSS (zee
NHT5A Docket Nos. NHTEA—2003—
14 and NETSA-2M5-21334).
Becange those vehicles wara not




