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U S. Department Investigation: PE05-040 _ .

of Transportation Date Opened: 07/14/2005 Date Closed: 09/14/2005
National Highway Principal Investigator: Stephen McHenry _
Traffic Safety Subject: Front coil spring breakage

Administration _ :

Manufacturer: Honda (American Honda motor co.) -
Products: 2001-2002 Acura MDX in salt belt states
Population: 22861

Problem Description: front coil springs may break without warning, possibly causing tire a puncture.

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY
ODI Manufacturer Total

Complaints: 2 11 12
Crashes/Fires: 0 0 ' 0
Injury Incidents: 0 0o 0
# Injuries: 0 0 0
Fatality Incidents: 0 0 0
# Fatalities: 0 0 0
Other*: 0 62 62
*Description of Other: warranty claims
Action: this preliminary evaluation has been closed. Recall 05v-385.

Engineer: Stephen McFHenry Date: 09/14/2005

Div. Chief: Jeffrey £. Quandt Date: 09/14/2005

* Office Dir.: Kathleen C. DeMeter Date: 09/14/2005

Summary: In an August 29, 2005 letter, Honda notified NHTSA that it had identified a defect in the
front coil springs of certain model year 2001 and ea.rly-2002 Acura MDX sport utility vehicles.
According to Honda, some front suspension coil springs have insufficient corrosion protection and, in
areas where road salts are used, may be susceptible to corrosion. Rubber sleeves applied near the top
and bottom of some springs to eliminate noise can trap salt water, increasing the potential for
excessive corrosion. Over time, excessive corrosion can cause spring failure. In some cases, a
broken spring could puncture a front tire, which increases the risk of a crash. Evidence of tire damage
was identified in at least 4 (29%) of the spring fracture reports and 13 (21%) of the warranty claims.
One report also indicated that a fractured spring damaged a brake line failure, resulting in extended
stopping distance. _

To correct the condition, Honda is recalling approxmlately 22,861 MDX vehicles sold or currently
registered in the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Rhode island, Vermont, Virginia, west Virginia, Wisconsin and the District of
Columbia where large quantities of road salt are used (Honda recall p92, NHTSA recall 05v-385).
There were no complaints or warranty claims involving vehicles from outside the recall region.
Dealers will replace both front suspension coil springs with improved springs.




