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Purpose of the Assighment:

The purpose of this assignment was fo determing the csigin and cause of
& fire in the below referenced 2000 Ford F150 pickup truck, hereafter referred to
ae the subject truck, that had been parked for approximately 20 minutes prior to
the fire's occurrence.

Preliminary Remarks:
Maoter ASE cerlified technician and Cerddifiad Vehicle Fie Imeastigator,
%’V chard Metzger, Florida investigator lleense C2001024, arived at Copa
mgt Palm Beach, Florida on January 7, 2004 at approxirnately
. commence tha fisld inspaction of the subject truck. The recaphonist
infoemed the inspector that control number 11850333 had been assigned ta a

2000 Ford pickup, which had been placed in the viewing area adjacent to the
main office for the inspectian.

Tt Bl ki mrw risulla of B i action.

Description of the Truck:

The subject truck was a 2000 Ford F150 four-doar, extended-cah pickup
truck and was positively idenfified by the V.IN. 1FTZXi725YNIE At the
fime of the inspection, the subject truck did not camy license plate. The currant
in-sarvice mileage could not be established due fo the lack of power supply ta the

digital odomater in the dashboard instrument cluster.

Inspection of the Exterior:

The axterior of tha subject truck was examined to determina the extent of
the total damage and to identify the specific areals) of the most intense or severe
damages including an examination of the truck’s undercamiage. The subject
truck had sustained severe fire damages o the front end. The left % af tha
aluminum haod panel had melted along with the bwer left comer of the
windghleld. The grille and hoth hexdilight asgembbes had been consumad. The
laft fiont fender, cowl panel and the exposed radiator support wera all fwe-
scorched and void of paint. The center was meited in both the air conditioning
condanser and radiator cores, which expasad the engine when wewed from lhe
Tront of the truck. The paint on the right frent fender remained intact along with
the paint on the remaining portion of the hood panel. Both front fires and whesls
resnained intact. Thera was a small charred section on e left front tire treads;
however, the left front fire remained inflated. The remainder of the rear of the

truck wae void of fire damage.
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Inspection of the Passenger Compartment;

This engine companmen! fire apparentty migrated into the passenger
compartment over the cowl and through the windshield opening. The rumerous
access holes in the dashboard suppart panal afforded a path for the fire to
migrate into the paszengar compariment, a8 waell. Thare was a large haie melted
In the dashboard pad below the hole in the windshield. There was some debris
on the drives’s fioor that had dropped down from maelied insulation and plastic ar
circulation ducts nommatly mowntsd behind the dashboard. The seal and door
trim materials were mostly intact, but they were discolored from the smcke and
soat that had accumulated in the vehicla's interior.

inspection of the Engine Compartment:

All of the mechanical, elecirical, fuel and Ruid companents in the engine
compariment and on the engine wera examined for evidence of electrical
shorting, fuel or fluid leaks, physical damages or pre-fire damages. The subject
truck wes equipped with a 4.24itar; fuel-injected V8 engine and a five-speed
manual ranamisslon. Maost of the sheet metal in the engine compartmant was
void of paint. Most of the heayier firescorching damages were evident on the
upper partions of the sheet metal and components mounted in the engine
compariment. The cowl panel was fire-scorched across its entire length with a
deeper burn area visible above the power brake booster. The annealing on the
top of the brake booster hadd been consumed by the intense heat generated by
the fire in this area, which left the top of the brake booster rusied. The metal an
the lower portion of the brake booster retained its annealed finish. The upper
right side of the brake booster was firescorched and rusted. The brake master
cylinder remained in place; however, the plastic fluid reservoir had been
consumed. The fuel hoses rernained attached, intact and were properly securad
to the left rear erd of the fuef @l The air filter housing and inlet pipe along with
the power steering fluid reservoir, mounted above the Jeft valve cover, had all
been consumed. The plastic battery case, mounted on top of the right inner
fender, was anly partially melted, The battery cahle ends and their respective
cables remaied intact and showed no melting or heat-discoloration. The
inspector varified all of the power cables remainad properdy connecled to the
alternatnr and the power distibution center. The aferementioned wires weare ail
void of insutation; however, they were all intact with no beaded or fused wires to
indicate Imegular electrical activity had occurred. The vapor control vaive and its
attached plastic and rubber hoses had been consumed. The hwo wires nommaky
ronnected to the vapor controd valve and to the hood light were isofated from the
nomemus wires routed over the top of the power brake hoaster. The inspectar
verified the aforementioned wires were frayed and heat-discolared on their ends;
however, they wera not melted or beaded. (One of the hood light wires was found
draped across the brake mastar cylinder and the inspector verified the inner wire
sirands were frayed on the end, but not melted or beaded. Most of the other
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wires routed to the haod fight had been consumed or had faken down le the
ground because only a shott threednch section was fourdd were it merged with
the main wiring harness at the left rear corner of the angine compartment.

Inspection of the Undercatriage:

The subject truck was raised in the air with the aid of a forkl#t ta facilitate
an inspection of the undercamiage. The inspector verified that there was
insufficient damage sustained to the undercarriage and companents mounted on
the truck’s undercarriage to indicate the fire had criginated from under the truck.
The front portion of the frame rails and main engine crozsmember were fire-
scorched. The remainder of the undercarriags was void of fire damage indicating
this fire was confined to the engine compartment area.

Conclusion:

i it is the opinion of the lead investigator that the fire in the subject truck
' originated in the engine companment and was caused by the ignition of fual
vapors, suspectad lc have been laaking and/or venting from the fuel vapor
conlrol valva, ThefueHeaking from the vapor conirol valve or its attached hoses
created fuel vapors, which circulated throughaut the engine compartment and
were subsequently ignited by the energized hood light switch to become the
arigin of this fire loes. The inspector notes that the fuet vapor valve is only a
switching device arxd was nat designed to vent or leak fuel vapors.

Comments and Recommendations:

Matismwide [hspections, Inc. recommends that Ford Motar Company be
placed on notica for potential liability for damages sustained as a reswt of this fire
loss sihce the fire appears to have been caused by Hve inability of the vapor
control valve and / or its hoses ta retain the fuel and fuel vaposs generated during
nomal operation.  The fuet vapar control valve is anly a switching device and
was not designad ta vent or Jeak fikl vapors, indicating it was flawed/defactive.
Mationwide Inspections, Inc., reseves the rnght to review any additional
information, evidence, elc. as it becomes available and to amend this repart and
its findings further, should it become neceasary.
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April 12, 2004

Ford Motor Company Certified Mol 8 7003 10LEH 5498 7317
P.O_Box 6248

Dearborn, Ml 48126

RE: Claim #:
[nsured:
Wehicle: K
Date of Loss: 12/11/03

Dear Sir or Madam:

Our investigation indicates that the abowe-captioned lusg vecurred
T3,

By virtue of our subrogation rights, we hereby place you oo notice that we
ure seeking reimbursament of $12,503 .08 from you. That umount iocludes
all applicable deductivles.

[f you are insurcd, we will be pleaseal 1o take the matter up wilh your
insurer, Please All it the infoomation on the attuched page and sctum it
13 in the enclosed envelope. Wi will fthen centact your insurance
company. [fyou were uninsured wt the time, please contact the
underigned immediately.

[f you have any questions, please contact me. Please mclude aur claim
number on all forms of comounication.

Vory truly yaurs, y
Amecrican Guarantes and Liability Insurance Company 6
_ o\

“P‘g.n,n..[ Candes \':r-\.t 0o

MNancy Carter \.\,\\ )) .

RECOVERY CSR RGN

{214 856-1628 A
A _ :‘."*

QY

PEAI-O78 C 2953




Apiil 12, 2004
Fage 2

172001 5247-001

[nsurance camicr:

| Telephone number:

Adhuster's name:

Clarof: Policy ¥:

i bave notified my camier of this ipss:

Yes U Nu Li

Sigoed:

Date:

PERA-ATE C 2054
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CONCLUSIONS

1. The fire originated in the engine compartment of the 2000 Ford F-150 pick-up truck.

2. Tha fire waa caused by a faiure i ure feedback sensar.

3. The source of ignilion was the hot gasaas thal escaped from the differential pressure

feadback sensor ae it failad.
P

—————m

4. This fire was a diract result of a vehicla component failura.

—_—

5. This was an accdental fire.

March 18, 2004 Page2
RE File Npo. 38158
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‘Youre in good s,
Cortiflerd Mail # 703 2200 0007 1524 0579
Septamber 15, 2004
Ford Motor Comparmy -
Paridane Towers Wesk, Suite 300 ﬁ
3 Parklane Bivd * e L3 e

Dearbomn, ML 48126-1568

RE: Claim #:
Our Insured:
Loss Date;
Ak of Clam:  $9559.25

Attenton Shaivn Karton:

The above noted submogation daim has been dentified as a product liabikty loss, We paid aur
Insuned fr thelr loss and are kooking o you for rembursement. Should you or your camier need
more information, Slease call or write me.  Pleasga remit payment to Alsate Payment Processing
Canter, Attn: Subrn Cash, PO Box 227257, Dallas, TX 75222-7257. Pkase include our daim

number.

Camplets dexcription of the Inddent: Vehide caught on fire whlle parked overnight
due tn fuel vapors leaking from the vapor contral valve which wene ianited by the: electrical
energy in the hood light switch

Our stalement of defact: Strict Liabikty

Location of evidence: Copart, Lot # 3337404, 12850 NW 27™ Ave, Miami, FL 34059

Manwfacturer: Faord

Muodel: F150

Yaar: 2000

VIN: 1F|'RF1?LBYI_

The fallowing information is zbached:
Check oopy
FPaymeatt supporting papervork
C&0O report and phates &k
Flease admowledne receipt of this daim and your position regarding parmentufwdarruge-\ \\
within 30 days. \
S\

5 ¥
w@j M; e
Davkd Laughlin, 5¢ y ‘U‘J\\\' s 1

4462 3 eip-ppy,

Subragation Senkr Service Represantative v Ly
¥4
Roancka National Subrogation Claims Canter ()
A Elrcirnic Road, Suls 301, PO Box 21169, Roanoks. VA 74013 W

Phona: 1-800-T7G-2615 pr (5A0) S80-2600 Fax: (S40) PE0-Z640 o [S000 £ e=00100
Haourg: 800 AM — 4:30 P EST Moy - Friday




B O NATIONWIDE

ARBITRATIONS & INSPECTIONS

INSURED

CLAIM NUMBER : -
PREPARED FOR > Jeanette Villasmil
COMPANY : Allstate

PEBX-OT4 C 2938




Clai

Purpose of the Assighment:

The purposa of this assignment was to determine the origin and cause of
a fwa in the below referenced 200( Ford F150 pickup truck, hereafter referred to
as the subject tnuck, that reportedly ocowred while it was parked.

Preliminary Remarks:

Mastar ASE certified technician and Certified Vehicle Fire | j
lorida investigator llicense C2001024, amrived st Copart,
aLocka, Florida, on Aprid 26, 2004, at approximately 12:15
PM. ta commence the fiekd inspection of the subject truck. The recepbonist
informad the inepector that contrel number 3337404 had been assigned to a
2000 Ford F150, which had bean placed in the viewing area at the north end of
the main storage lot for the inspection.

Tha fclowing are nesulit of ta nepedian.

-Description of the Truck:

Tha subject truck was a white-colored, two-door, 2000 Ford F150 XLT
pickup tnsck and was pasitively identified by the V.I.N. 1FTRFI17LAYN
The subject truck did not carry a license plate at the time of the in an an
the cisrant odometer reading could not be established due to the lack of power
sUpply o the digital odometer in the dashboard Instniment cluster. Both doors
and the rear tailgate had parmanent commercial lettering "Keyz Roafing Inc”

Inspection of the Exterior:

The exterior of tha subfact track was examined o determine the axtent of
the total damage and to identify the specific area{s) of the most intense or severe
damages including an axamination of the tuck's undercarniage. The subject
huck susteined severa fire damage to the left side of the hood and the left
headlight assembly. There was B large hole meliad in the left side of the
aluminum hood panel. The rear portion of the truck was intact and undamaged.

Inspection of the Passenger Compartment;

There were pnly minimal fire damages sustained in the passenger
compariment. There was a small amount of chamred ingulalivh detiris on the
driver's floor mat from the fire that migrated through an access hole adjacent to
the right side of the power brake boostar.

(]
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Inspection of the Engine Compartment:

Al of the mechanical, electtical, fuel and fluid components in the engine
compartment and on the engine were examinad for evidence of elechrical
shorting, fuel or fluld leaks, physial damages or pre-fire damagas. The subject
truck was equipped with a 4.6-liter, fuekinjectad, V8 engine and an automatic
tranamission. The compenends mounted in the left side of the engine
compartment had sustained savare fire damages. This fire did not pass below
the frame rail on eifther slde of the engine. Most of the left side of the cowl panel
was severely fire-scorched, along with the brake booster and the rear section of
left inner fender. The paint remained undamaged on the lower left section af the
dashbaadrd support panel, The main englne caompanment wirlng hamess wires
weie vald of insulation where thay were routed along the left side of the cawl
panal. The main wiring hamess wires an the left side of the power brake boaster
remadined intact ard retained their insulallon. The top of the fuse block, mounted
at the rear of the left Inner fender, had melted owver the top of the fuses. The
patnt directly below the brake booster remained intact, which waldd Indicate this
fire originated above the brake booster. The vpper right side of the brake
hooster was fire-scorched and nusted.  The brake master cylinder remnained in
place; however, its pfastic fluid reservoir had been consumed. The spead controd
deacifvation switch, mounted on the front of Ihe brake masler cylinder hausing.
remained mastly intact. The wires connected to the switch wens void of
insulatian, but they remained in place in the chamed conneclor. The fuel hoses,
attached to the Jeft rear of the fuel raif, were intact with no damsage apparent and
they were properly secured, which would indicate this fire oniginated on the
outside of the gverhanging cow! panel and in the vicinity of ihe center af the left
valve cover. The main fuel vapor control valve is normally maunied on the cowl
panal, diteclly above the left valve cover. This valve was designed to oparate
when an excessive amaunt of fuel andfar fuel vapors accumulate in the fuel tank
vien! system, and the function of the valve is to send the excess to the charcoal
canisier at tha left rear corner of the frame, under the bed. According to the
senvice manual electrical schematic, the vaper contred valve onfy operates when
the key is on or in the run position. The only energized circuit clase to the vapar
cantrl valve is the under-hood light assembly. With the hood closed, this #ght
sits approximately three inches from the vapor contral valve. The light was
mownted in a section of the hood between two frame support ribs, which would
have afforded a pocket for the fuel vapors to accurnulate in.  Evertually, the
vapors penefrated the hoaod light ewitch housing and were ignited.  The inspectar
found two wirea hanging down along the frant of the power brake booster. The
ends of these wires wera heat-discelored and britte, consistent with exposure ta
the type of intense heat normally associated with imegular eiscirical activily.

PEM-278 C 2962




Inspection of the Undercarriage:

The subject truck was raized in i air with the aid of a forklift to facllitate
an inspection of the undarcamage. The plastic splash shield in the left inner
fender well had melted and dropped down on top of the left front tire. The it
front tire and wheel appeared ta be intact, except for the congealed plastic. The
remainder of the undercamiage was intact and showsd no fire damages.

Conclusion:

It Is the oinion of the lead Investigator that the fire in the subject truck
ariginated In the engine comparment and was caused by lbaking fuel and or fuel
vapors emanating from the vapor control valve. The fuel vapors penetrated the
hood ight switch and were ignited by the electrical enemgy in the switch to
bacome the orgin of this fire koss. The valve ig only a switching device and was
not dasigned 1o vent or leak fual vapars.

Comments and Recommendations:

Natonwide Inspections, Inc., recommends that Ford Motor Cormpany be
placed on notce for potential liability for damages sustained as a result of this fire
loss since the calese of this fire was a flawed vapor control valve, which was not
designed to leak or vent fuel vapors. Nationwide Inspections, Inc., reserves the
right to review any addilional information, evidence, etc. a3 it becomes avaiable
and to amend this report and its findings further, should it become necessary.

Suparvisor
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