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CAUSE NO. 04,754 M

I $ wme oo cour
§
Ve & AT LAY NUMBER l
§
& BRAZORIA COUNTY, TEXAS

FORD MOTOR COMPANY

[

PLAINTIFE'S ORIGINAL PETITION
TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
comes Now. . rersinster refamad 10 a8 Prainiif, complaining of FORD
MOTOR COMPANY, hercinafter refamed 1o 38 Defendant, and for couza of action would show to
tha Court and jury:

I
F'Ialnuﬂ’_ I an individual reslding in Brazoria County, Texas.
Defendant, FORD MOTOR COMPANY, Is a corporation daing business in the Stata of
Taxae, and may be served with process by sarving it registered egant for sardcs of procass: CT
'. Corporation Systems, 350 North St Paul Street, Dallag, Texas 75201.
I,
On or about May 21, 20401, Plaintif's 2000 Fard F150. v.LN#1FTRF17WeYNIIIvas
being dyivan In Angleton, Brazorda County, Taxas whan smoke and flames erupted in the angine 3
compartment, speciically in the arsa betwean the left vakve cover, the right face of undes hood fuss ]
reigy hiock, and tha ABS control modulaydraule unit. The fne is coreslatent with a resiatant ahort
that occamed within tha braks master cylinder causing the ewlitch o overheat and ignita the plastic
compoette matarial of the brake fluld reservalr.
IL.

Plainttlf brings this fawsuit to ecover damages arlsing out of the above referenced Incident

Due to the Incident Plaintiifs vehicle was damaged. S
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V.

Dafandant by and through the sale of the pmoduct in question, expresely and impliedly
warranted to the public generally, and to the Plaintiff specifically, that the vehicla was fit for the
purposes for which it was intanded.

] Plaintilf made use of the product as aleged henein, and relied on tha axpress and implied
warrantias. Contrary theretc. the 2000 Ford F 150, was noi it far ity intended use, nendering the
product in questicn unreasonably dangerous.

Defernrdant’s breach of warmantles an the above rmantianad Jafecis rendered the araduct
unreasonably dangeraus and a proximate cause and a producing cause of the octurrence in
question and the resulting damages suffarad by Flaintif. Further, Defandant's conduct was done
knowing'y.

'8

By reason of the abova and foregoing. Plzintilf has been damaged It a sum within the
Jurisdictional Gmits of the Caurt.

DL

Therefora, Hainlﬂ-.iﬂ Defendant, FORD MOTOR COMFPANY, far
breach of impliad wamanty andfor breach of express wamranty far an amount in excess of the
minlimum jurlsdictional limite of the Caurt.

x

All conditions pracadent have bash mat.

Xl

By an mngirument in writing, Plalntif assigned to State Farm Counly Mulual Insurance
Comparty of Texas, a corporatioh authorized to da business in the State of Texas, that portion of
this cause of acfion herewith saserted which does not axcesd, which is in sxcess of the minimum

arxisdictional imis of the Court. This agsignment was in writing and teok placs befare the Ring of

PERI-278 ¢ 1488

tug,

IR ]




Plaintiff's paﬂtim. Undar the terms of sasignment of this cause of action, State Farm Codnty
Mutual Insurance Company of Texas recaived the right to fe =it n the nama of the PHr&th Stain
Fam County Mutual Insurance Company of Taxas has elected io progacute this cause of action
which was assigned o it in the name of Plainiiff, thus said insurance campany is the real Pranbif

-inﬂﬁsﬂtﬁan{adm This paragraph it not to be read ic the jury, nor is tha fact of this

A

assignment to ba known & the jury.
WHEREFORE, Painiiff prays that Defendant ba duly cled to appear amd answer herein and
that upen i‘mal-h'ial of thix cauas, and Plaintif mcaver:
1. Judgment againat the Dafendant lor Plaintifs damages as =si forth above, in an
amopunt within the Judadictional limits of this Court;
2. Prejudgment interast on Pleintiiis damages as alowad by law;
3. Interast on sald judgment at the legal rale from the data of judgmant;

4. Cosis of Court: and -~
5. Such other and further rellef Lo which Pleintff may ba entitled.

Respectfully Submitted,

STEPHEN E. GARNER, P.C.
Staphen E. Gamer

TBA #0787T450

Suzenne K. Raosg

TBA #0791043

Cory L. Chandler

TBA #24012411

TB80 Woodvway, Suile 485
Houston, Texas 7763

{713) 5520122

{r13) 952-1660 FAX
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
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PED-£78 C 1488




e s :@“ . e —
=

mn-._];h&’( —— %"_’ﬁ

e s Duna ) OalE ~ RECEWED

ki . JUN 0§ 4 2001

i M-S




é/,sbu /‘gﬁff&f-ﬁ- Foneprd Eﬂp_;)dr Up TRk 7t

iy, User I Frogd Lo Fiom thn? GO/ 779

Fxhiwsuiss Tz Frgus & Inteniok aam;fﬁg.ér Burtsd 5T

(P}mm T iecx w‘ﬂ-s' ﬂumwﬂd m Meﬁ _

-_&ummr Gl wps O G E.

_ Aop_ s completel, Gons Aeme sxnesuspter o Tigg .
<3.5
LW 95 Ol E3.]
Pﬂdiﬂ_ﬂ — _— D

@ ECEIVED | ‘
(Z}é'/ﬁdm 0 4 2001 n_._._ ”_* |

I'ake Jackson GS‘:'J

M "!"11

.rrﬂ"-lll'

SRR

vl

alby Sl A




State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas

October 9, 2001

Ford maoter Co.

Parklane Towars West Ste 400
3 Parklane BRlv

Dearborn, MI 4H1256-2568

RE: C(Claim Numher: m
Date of Loas: ¥ P
our mevret:

Dear 21r or Madam:

IHII“HIL

LAKE JACKSON C50

AUTO COMPANT

450 THIS WAY

LAKE JACKSOHN. TEXAS 77386-5
979-239-5300

This 18 in regard to the total losa of a 2000 Ford F-150 (win
1FTRF17RE from a fire originating in thea engine
compartment . 2 would Ilke to giwve you an opportunity to inapect
thi= wehicle and give you advance notice of our porential

subrogaticon claim.

Please contact me at 979-292-5323 to set up & Eime For your

inapection.

Claim Specialist
{579) 299-53123

8rate Farm County Mutwal Insurance Company of Texaa

HOME OFFICE: DALLAS, TEXAS 75375-2100
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RECEIVED OEC 1 4 2084

PRMLEGED & CONFDENTIAL

Office of tha Gararal Counss| Fard Molor Compan ¥
Parkhiish Towety Wesyt
Sulta 300
Thras Paridans Boulsved

O Dwarbern, Michigen S5HM-E255E

October 8, 2004

Alshais Insumance

16700 Enzt Hardy, Suila A

Houston, TX 77032

ATTENTION: CHERYL LERQY

Re:  Claimant

- DRME;
Yexuir Claim &
Dear Me. LaRoy:

Wi acknow(adge your recanty submitted subrogation caim. In ovder to &3=ist ua in evalisating yourclaim,
wa request thet you provide L with the: follawing Ironmiation: (Please neta Mat tha infomaton requesad e i egand b
the Ford menulpctuwsed vahicls.)

i I Attach statermen] with a complala daseriplion of tha inctdond, including ovema thet corumed prior 4o
end subsaquant to th less, »

BRO

B =2  Acoqyofthepdceandorfmmpot  AOA/E-
M s mmmmgﬂmmmmammmmm
gevarg dfferem andles, -
O 4  Origind colr photographa of the insiie of e wehida showing the steering whee, dash and ol
areas,
5 Otiginal color photograpis of tha accidant / fire scane fom soveral flenset angies.
B. Attach a oopy of your exqret’s report and tha mpent's original phalographs.
7. Aliachthe repalr estimate, nepair orer, r your boal loss workehoet for e
mawmmmmmmhmm
W 8 Aachthecamplets sarvics history for the subject velicls, incudngany tisups e 477
of changes.
. Please amwer the followinyg in the space provided. If you need addiional space, pleasa use theback of the
famy,
el
9. Wht was the gliv and stabe of occurrence: 1 L¥ASa
10.  The 17 digli vehicla identificaion number: N JETEX
1%, Whatwes the mieage af ima of ocoumence: -'i'g’ 9\77

1. What ks the aleged dafect: ]
Crisse control doalfiveting switeh

pidT O SLO-PEId




1. Hasthe allegad defective part bean repakred or raptscad? {drcle one) LYes or No

14, Whatls the curment focation of the vetiicle, and ta aleged defectve parifs)?
Buuner 15 Qperating

15, U=t all aftar markst addiions or modiications thal wera n'!ghlha'.‘dth:

N4

18 W the englne rnning? [dﬂam@r Ho

17.  ‘Were the keys in the ignillon? {circle one) Ho

18, Waa this vehicle purchased iew of used: New .
I purchased used, provida tha date of purchass, miloage at the #ma of purchaas, and frem whom
the vehicle was ptrchasad:

Onca wa are In receit of the requasied infrmalion, & wil ba reviewed and you will be natifisd of our decision
Conceting your claim, Shoukd you not send all of the requasied information and matartals, we wil ssaurse thal you are
intarested in pursiing a claim and we wil cioee cur e, Piease nots that vour vehicla wil nof be inepecked il al
KTV RRCH i - - - '+ (B D] & CRSEMT - '

CTEEn he kK pnaion has bes to whethal an insgeciics

nol
tha
Waranted

' . Pieacs ba advined that ol necessary gteps should ba taken 1o ensuwm that e subpect wehicle and all of s
companent parts ara malntalned and preservad for tdsk. Ford Motor Company haz e dght to ingpect tha vehicle and
remave and leet any component part that you claim fo be defactive, and o be presantad with tha wehicks and the subject
compone pastis) at the ¥me of rial, should Digation ersus tom this nformeal caim.

Pleass Note: | you propose Jo repalr the vehicke for contioued wsage, such repalrs may not be pedamed
ukl edter Ford Mokor Company has inapeciad the wehicle and emoved and iexied any componenl part you cléim to be
defective or advised you In wiiting et it doeg not inkend o perform such Inspection andfor laating at s fme. Butevan
aﬁmm_mwmmmummmmhﬁaﬂunmmm

Slneecely,

AL

Shawm L Morkon !

Ctalrns Analygt
Lifigation Assistant

FEBS-OTE C 1475




RECORDED STATEMENT OF IOUIZ SEGURDO
1540002253 Taped?76005-1

THIS IS CHERYL LA ROY WITH ALLSTATE INSURANCE COMPANY BND
T*M INT--INTERVIEWING LOUIS SEGUNDO REGARDING CLAIM NUMBER:
B oo:v: DaTE IS SERTEMBER 30, 2004, AND THE
TIME I9 NOW 1:50 P.K,
Q. ‘SIR, ARE YOU RWMARE THAT I AN RECCRDING OUR CONVERSATIONT?
A. YES.
Q. AND DO I HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO DO SO?
A. YES.
Q. WOULD YOU PLEASE STATE YOUR FULL NAME, SIR?
g
. ORAY., AND JUST FOR VERIFICATION PURPOSES, SIR, WOULD
YOU STATE YOUR HOME ADDRESS?
». . =<
Q. OH, GREAT. AND DO YOU KNOR THE VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION
NUMBER OF YOUR VEHICLE THAT WAS INVOLVED IN THIS CLATIM?
A. M, yes. 1r'3, oo, I -E, - A3 IN “ECY,”
[ -
Q. OFAY. GREAT. AND WHAT IS THE YEAR, MAKE AND MODEL OF
YOUR VEHICLE, SIR?
A. IT'S A 2000 FORD TRUCK F-15G. i
g. IS5 THAT A BHOET OFR A LOHG BHED?
A. UH, IT'S AN EXTENDED CAH.
'Q. EXTENDED CAB?

A. YEHA.

1 - FEBA-E78 C 1478




Q.

o p» o ¥

n..
A-

Q.

1540802293 Taped7E005-1
18 TT FOUR-DOGR?

IT'3 A--TT'3 A FOUR-DOOR BOT IT'S AN XL--X--XILT SERIES.
COEKRY. WHAT COLOR I3 IT¥

173 SILVER.

AND DO YOU HAPPEH TO KNOW YOUR TEXAS LICENSE PLATE
NIMBER?

Ir°3, o, - A& 1¥ ~vicror, "

OFEAY. HAVE YOU ADDED ANY CPTIONS TO YCGUR VEAICLE SINCE
TOU PORCHRSED IT, SIR?

A& FAR AS, UH--

UPGRALING ANY EQUIPMENT ON YOUR VEHICLE?

", YES. I'VE PFUT ON. UH, THEM, UH, STEP--STEFP GIARDS,

OH, AIDE STEFS ON--0IN ERCH SIDE. AND OF CCURSE, TOOL

. BOX, UH, A FECKT, UH, BOG--BUZ SHIELD. UM, I'H SFORTING

REW TIRES.

ORAY. AHND WHAT IS THE, UM, MILEAGE ON YUAIR, VEHICLE,
SIRT

UH, IT'S §8--IT'S OVER 68,000, PROBAELY ABCUT &8, Z0Q.
GRAY. UM, ARD WHEN DID YOU PFURCHASE THIS VEHICLET
AFRIL OF Z00D.

DID YOU BEUY IT BRAND-NEW?

YES.

AND HHAT DEATLER DID YO BUY IT AT?

MC CEEE FORD.

AND THEY'RE HERE IN HOITATON OR ARE THEY--

PEB-ZTS C 1477




15408022393 Taped76005~-1
YES.

-=-AERE~- -

¥0. THEY'RE IN DICKEMSON--DICKENSON.

LICKE- -DICKENSON?

YES.

DO YOU REMEMEER WHAT YOU PAID POR IT WHEN YOU BOUGHT IT,
BEFORE TAXES AND EVERYTHING?

MA'AM, IT'S HARD TO AAY, PROBABLY ABOUT 17, 18,000.
OKAY. IS IT FINANCED OR I5 IT PAID FOR?

IT‘S PAID POR. AND I'M--I'M PAYING--WELL, I'M STILL
FAYING CN IT, BUT I--YOU KHOW, AS FAR AS THE DEALER
ITSELF, THE ACTUAL CONTRACT, THAT'S BEEN PAID FOR.
ORAY. SO0 IT WAS PINANCED, BUT IT--IT'S PAID OFF, DID
YOU RE-FIMANCE IT?

RIGHT. RIGHT, I HAD IT RE-FIMANCED WITH MY CREDIT
INION,

UM, AAVE YOO EVER HAD ARY WORK DOWE ON THE ENGINE OR
TRANSMISSION?

I'VE HAD WORK DONE ON THE ENGINE ITSBLF. OM--
WARRANTY OR OTHERWIGE?

UNDER WARRANTY. EVERYTEING HAS BEEN UNDER WARRANTY.
WHATEVER DEFECT I HAD WAS--WAS, UM, DONE UNDER WARRANTY.
AND WHAT--AND WHERE WAS THE WORK DONE AT?

AT MC CREE FORD.

MC CREE FORD?

PESA-078 C 1478




1540602293 Taped76005-1
YRS,

HOW LONG AGO DID YOU HAVE THAT WORE I'ERFORMED ON TEE
VEELCLE?

THE LAST VEHICLE I HAD DOME HAS IN, I BELIEVE IT WAS
JUNE OF 2003.

OFRY. HAS YOUR VEHECLE HEEN OFFERED FOR, UE, FOB SALE
OR TRADE?

NO.

OERY. TELL ME WHEN WAS YOUR FIRST EKNOWLEDGE OF THE
FIRE?

UM, AS T WRAI PULLIHG INTO THE SHOP AT MY JOB.

DhI-FR .

BOT--THAT'S WHAT I TOLD THE GGUY THERE AT MC CREE FORD,
THAT VEHICLE EVENTUALLY 1 HAD FROBLEME, LIEKE, IT WAS
FAREED IN MY GARARGE.

IM-HUM.

BECAUSE T SMBLLED SOMETHING BURNING, LIKE. RUBBER,
PLABTIC, SOMETHING LIKE THAT.

m"l‘m-

" AR BOUN AS I WALEED QUT MY DCOR TO GET IN TD GO0 TC WORK

I SMBLLED SCMETHING. AND I STARTED LOOKING AROUND
OUTSIDE TO SEE IF--HOW EVERYBODY'S HOUSE WAS.
TM-HOM.

ARD I DROVE OFF.

80 YOU SMELLEL SOMETHING--

FER4-278 C 14T




1540842293 Taped?6005-1
T==

(INADDIBLE) BEFORE YOU EVER GOT IN THE CAR.

I SMELLED SOMETHING BEFORE I EVEN TURNED THAT VEHICLE
v

ORAY.

EEFORE THAT VEHICLE HAS--THE KEY MAS PUT IN THE IGHITION

' I HAD ALRERDY SMELLED SOMETHIMNG.

AND WHEN WAS THIS, WAS THIS YESTERDAY?

THIS WAS YESTERDAY MOBNING RROUND 6:00.

6:00 A.M.?

RIGHT.

OFAY. S0 YOU LEFT, UM, YOUR HOME AT 6:D0 A.M. AND
ABCUT HOW IONG DID ¥OU DRIVE IT BPEFOEE YOU--YOU--YOU
SATD YOU PULLED IN AT YOUR WORK.

OKAY. I--I LIVE--I--I WORE--I LIVE PROBABLY A FEW MILER

FROM MY SHOP, BO WITHIN TEN MINUTES I'M THERE AT THAT

8HOP.

TEN MINUTES?

YES. NIHNE--TEN TO FIFTEEW MINUTES, I'M THERE AT THE
gHOP,

ORAY . Uﬁ, AND IIERE. DID THE FIRE BTARRT, COUOLD ¥OU TELL?
UH, IT WAS UNDERNEATH THE HOOD AROUND WHERE THE MRSTER--
THE BRAXE MASTER CYLINDER I3 LOCATED.

OFAY. 5S¢ DID YOU ACTUALLY 4ER ANY KIND OF FLAMES BEFORE

¥OU EVER GOT OUT OF THE VEHICLE?

5 PER4-ETE ¢ 1ABB




1540802393 Taped76005-1
NG, I DID NOT. THE ONLY INDICATION THAT I HAD--REALLY I

DIDN'T SEE AN--NO FLAMES AT ALL. WHAT--WHAT THE DEAL
HAS IS T WaZ GOING DOWN TO THE SHOP, My EMERGENCY BRAKE
LIGHT CAME ON. AND I STARTED LOOFKING AND I SAID HAIT A
MINUTE, YOU ENOW, I ALWAYS RELEASE MY BRAKES. THE
VEHICLE DOES NOT MOVE BECAUSE I ALWAYS HAVE--I ALWRYZ
AFPLY MY EMEEGENCY BRAXES TO IT.

M- HOM .

AND THE LIGHT WAS ON AND I EEPT CHECKING MY, UH, THE
EMERGENCY BRAKE EELEASE.

GM-HDM.

AS I WAS--AS I WAS DRIVING TO WORK-

TRM-HOM .

AND ROUGHLY, I'D SAY WITHIN ABOUT A QUARTER MILE FROM
THE SHOP, THE LIGHT WEWT OOT. IT STOFFED. AND, I'M,
LYKE, WATT A MIRUTE, IT'8 STOPPED AND IT TURNED OFF MOW,
BUT AT THAT TIME I DECIDED TO APFLY THE BRAKES.

T -HOM .

AND I DIDN’T--I DIDN'T HAVE ANY HRAFRES. TT STARTED
JUST, ¥YOU XNOW, IN OTHER WORDH, THERE WERE ALMOST GONE.
SO I COASTED TO THE SHOP.

WOW. S0 YOU JUST COASTED UP TG THE SHOF.

UPR TO TEE SHOP, RIGHT.

AND THEN--AND THEN YOU GOT OUT, IMMEDIATELY?

AND THEN I GOT OUT IMMEDTATELY AND I ETARTED LOCKIRG AT

FEBL-AT8 C 1481




Q.

15400802293 Taped?6005-1
MY BACK BRAKES, YOU KNOW, TRYINO TO SEE IF I COULE FEEL

ANY HEAT OFF OF THEM.

UM~

AND, UH, AND AT THAT TIME WAS BY THE TIME I STARTED
WALETNG TO THE FRCHNT BRAKED, “CAUSE USUALLY IT'S BACK

ERAKES WILL BE THE FIRST ONE TO START HEATIRG UP.

YES.

- UH, BECAUSE IT WAS AN EMERGENCY BRAEE LIGHT, AND A3 I

WALKED TO THE FROMT I NOTICED AMCKE COMING OUT OF THE
HOOL.

OM-TIA .

80 I IMMEDIATELY POPFED IT OPEN AND THAT'S WHEN I SBEN
THE FIRE UNDERNEARTH THERE.

WHAT COLOR WAS THE SMOFE? WAS IT--WA3 IT, LIKE, LIGHT
OFAY OR WAS IT--

IT WAS A LIGHT--LIGHT GRAY, WHITE--LIGHT GRAY, WHITE.
ANL) WHC PUT OUT THE FIRE?

I LIn. '

AHND EOW DID YOU PUT THE FIRE OUT?

TRIING TO--WITH MY HANDS AWD A RAG, WHATEVER I COULD
FIND. YOU SEE, I WORK IN A PROPANE COMPRNY.

- A .-

S0 IT WAS KIND OF DUMB OF ME TO DRIVE IN THERE WITH MY
TRUCK AT--WHICH, I DIDN'T EKMOM IT WAS DN FIRE.

RIGHT, EIGET.

7 ' PEB4-T7E C 1482




1540802293 Taped76005-1
BOT ANYWAY, I HAD FARXED IT, IT‘S UNDER A BIG

CARPORT, 90 I MEAR, UH, (WCE I SEEN THAT I WAS PRETTY--
PREITYMIRUWMALLU?ERT‘EEMTEYIHG‘I'O--

CH, MY GOSH. M, 30 HOW LONG DO YOO THINEK THE FIRE
MIGHT HAVE HIIENEL?

UH, THAT'S--THAT'S HARD TO SAY, MA'AN. [--1I COXFL.DN'T
TELT, Y0OU. I COULDN'T TELL YOU., IT WAS ALREADY TONITED,
I FHNOW, AS I WAS GDING DOWH THE--DOWN THE- -

AMD IT SCUNDS LIEKE YOO WERE ABLE TO GET IT QUT BEFURE
IT--IT REALLY CAVUGHT--

YERH, YEAH, YRAH, YEAH. YOU FMON, IT--IT--I MEAM, IT
BURMED A IOT OF WIRES ARD STOFF, UH, THE FIREWALL, BOT I
MEAN, IT--IT DIDN'T COMPLETELY EBURN THE WHOLE ENGINE AND
EVERYTHIRG .

RIGHT, RIGHT.

AND I--BAMD I--BND LIFE I SAID, I--IT'Z2 A G00CD THING I

CAUGHT IT *CAUSE MAYBE--

" DID YOU TAKE ANY PICTURES?

COH, YERH.' YEAH. ONE OF THE GQUYE THERE TOOK PICTURES OF

IT.

JHE OF THE GUYS pID?

YEAH, YBEAH, 'CAGHE AFTER I TOLD THEM WHAT HAD HAPFEMED
THEY ALL WENT--THEY, YOU FENON, ‘CAUSE EVERYBODY--WE ALL
DRIVE FORD TROCKS.

RIGHT.

FEM-072 ¢ 1403




Q-

nl

1540802293 Tapsd76005-1 -
AND THEY'RE, LIKE, WAIT A MINUTE, WE WANT TO ENOW WHAT'S

GOING ON. AND I SHOWED THEM AND I SAID I DON'T FENOW
WHAT TOQ TELL--

WHAT DO YOU THINE MIGHT HAVE CAUSED THE FIRE?

I-.-IT'8 ELECTRICAL. SCMEWHERE'S A SHORT IN THE
ELECTRICAL. IT HAS--IT HAD TO BE.

COEAY. UM, PRTOR TO THIS HAPPENING, I MEAN, BEFORE THIS
DAY, DD YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THE VEHICLE?

N, ROT THAT I CAN THINK OF.

WAS YOOR CRUISE CONTROL WORKTMG?

UH, IT HAD BEEN WORKING OP TC THAT TIME. UM, I HEVER
OUSED IT. I MEAN, THEY BAID THAT THE CRUISE CONTROL I8
GONE, TOO, EO--UP UNTIL THAT TIME--1I MEAN, 'CAUSE SEE—-
WE--NE GO T BOCKPORT A LOT, WHICH IS ABRQUT 100 AND S0ME
MILES FRCM ME. AND 50 I MERN, I'VE NEVER HAD EROBLEMS
HWITH IT. I--TY RARELY USED IT.

RIGHT. WELL, YOU SATD SCHMEBODY SAID THE CRUISE CONTROL
WA GONE. WHO--WHO WAB THAT THAT SAID THATY

THE--THE, %Y AT THE--THE--AT THE FORD DEALER.

CH, AT THE FORD DEALER?

YEMH.

80 IT'S AT THE FURE DEALER NOW?

OH, YEAH. I HAD IT TOWED TF THERE THIS, UH, YESTERDAY

MOBRMING .

OEAY. DID THE FOLICE OR FIRE DEFARTMENT COME?Y

L PEDA-¥7A C 1484




Q.

A.

A,

Q.

1540802253 Tapsd76005-1
RO.

DO YOU FNOW WHETHER OR KOT THE VEHICLE HAS BEEN RECALL
FOR ANY REABOND

I DO NOT KNOW, Ma’aM. AND HONESTLY I DO HOT KWOW.
BECADSE AFTER TRALKING TO A FEW MECHANICS, UM, ROBODY
ENOWS WHAT WOULD'VE CAUSED THAT A8 FAR AS THEY'VE NEVER
HEARD QF THAT HAFFENING.

OKAY. HAS ANYTHING SIMILAR TCO THIS EVER OCCURRED TO
THTS VEHICLE BEFQRE?

OH, HO.

AND HAVE YOU HAD ANY RECENT WORK DONE ON THE VEHICLE?
{INADDIELE) 'CADSE THE LIGHT--OTHER THAN OIL CHANGES,
UH, THE LAST DEAL TEAT I HAD THE VERICLE TOWED--I MERN,
UH, NOT TOWED, BOT I TOOK IT OVER THERE TG THE FORD
DEALER, UH, IT WAS THE WINDOW, I Wad HAVING FROBLEMS
WITH THE WINDOWS.

UM-HOM.

THEY EKEPT. BLONING QUT THE FUSE.

HOW ABCUT, UM, HAVE YOU HAD ANY TROUELE PUT--1H, FUTTING
YOUR VEHICLE FROM, UH, PARK INTO REVERSE?

HO. '

ANY BLOWN FUSES OR ANYTHINGT

WELL, THAT TIME WHEN I HAD THE WINDOW, UH, THE WINDOWS
DAMAGED ON ME, YE3. IT WAS BLOWING THEM OUT EVERY--

WELL, WITHIN EVERY ONE TO THWCO HOORS.

10 pupd-o7E C 1439
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Q.

ﬁl

Qc-

1540802293 Tapad76005-1
DO ¥YOU FHON WHAT FUISES THEY REPLACED?

THAT I DO NOT ENOW.

OFAY.

BECAUSE IT HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE WINDOWS. THAT
EWITCH OR MY--ON MY DRIVER'S SIDE, THE WINDOW HAS JUST--
THE TRUCK I8 ALL ELECTRONIC.

RIGHT. DO YOU HAVE, UM, ALL ¥OUR MAINTEMANCE RECORDS?
UR RECEIPTS FOR ANY WORK THAT THEY'VE DONE ON IT?

OH, TEAM, YEAH, YEAH, I KEEPF EVERYTHING.

CAN WE HAVE THOSE IF WE XEED THEM?

I CAN QIVE YOU COPIES.

OKAY.

‘cmsz:mmi!mﬂmmmumnnﬁ.

OKAY. HAS ANY WORK BEEN RECOMMENDED, UH, BY A MECHANIC
THAT HASN’T REEN COMPLETED ON THE VEHICLE?

A8 FAR AS, LIKE, UH, IN OTHER WORDS HAS ANY WORK BEEN
DONE TO THE TROCK THAT S ROT A MECHANIC, UH--

WELL, ¥O. HAS A MECHANIC, UH, TOLD YOU THAT YOU NERDED
T HAVE SOME WORK DONME ON IT THAT YOU DIDN'T--ELECTED
NOT TOQ DO?

OH, HO. RO, OH, NO. MO,

OKAY. ©M, HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD ALL THE QUESTIONS THAT
1'VE ASHED, SIR?

I CUESS.

DO YU HAVE ANYTHING ELSE YOU'D LIKE TO ADD TO THIS

11
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A.

0.

1540802253 TapedT6005-1
RECORDED STATEMEHT?

UH, KO. - NOT THAT I CAN THINK OF. OTHER THAN I'D LIKE
TC HAVE, MY TRUCE BACK.

YEAH, AND WE-LL TALK AROUT THAT IN JUST A MOMENT. DO--
THEN DO T HAVE YOUR PERMISSION TO GO AHEAD AND END THIS
RECORDED STATEMENT?

THAT'S FINE WITH ME.

OFAY, THANK XO0O.

OF AECORDED HTATERENT
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EQ. Bx 111D
Kingreood, Taza 77113
Phors 201-193-1476
Fax 2813171391

VYchicle Examination (Preliminary Report)

Case: Louis Seguendo (Claim No.: 154 080 2293)

ST N e e —— e imu e oe

Seape

On September 29, 2004, Bison Enginsering was contactad conceming 8 vehicle fire involving a
MFmdFliﬂmmdby%Thaﬁmmlimﬁmhmﬁmmm
of the vehicle and acourred while the vehicle was in use.  Bison Engineering was requested 1o
examine the subdect vehicle and determine, if possible, the case of the subject fire.

Background
The subject fire cocurred on Wedneadey, September 29™ whil == driving
to work. [ ccp=ted that when be first entered the car in the maming he smelled a
atight odor but could not identify the source, While he was driving to work the brake Light
beocame illuminated, but later wrent out when the brake was depreased. 'When be amived at work,
smoke waa observed and s small fire had developod at the arsa of the master cylinder. The fire
was suppressed and the vehicle was transported to McKree Ford in Dickinason for repadr,

Examimstion

On October 1*, Bison Engineering performed an examination of the vehicle nt McKree Ford in '
Didkdnson The vehicle was ideatifisd as a 2000 Ford FL50 with the VIN |
1FTZX1721 Y] end the Texsa license plate The exterior of the vehicle !
displeyed no evidence of fire damage sxcept for soms alight heat streas to ths bood sbove the
master cylinder. The hood was raised mevealing & smull, localized, ares of fire damags at the
ohsarved on the top surface of the ywitch. One lead (canductar) to the switch waa identified and
the connector end to the switch also exhibited melting and beading of the copper conductor and
spade terminal.

On Outober 4%, the removal and repair to the vehicle was acheduled. Mathew Bind, EIT, with
Bizom Enginexring acquired amd sewured the subyect master cylinder and all removed components
fiom the wehicle. The recovered items are identified in Figares 31 through 50. Figures 38
through 41 identify the recovered terminal wnd portion of conductor to the auise control
deactivatipn switch. Figores 42 through 47 ave images of a portion of the intamal switch 4
mechaniams exhibiting copper’ brass melting and wrcing sffecta. The base of the auise control
deactivation switch, stilt artached to the master cylinder, is depicted in Figures 48 through 60.
Melting and arc affects are also observed within the switch's base remains. X-ray imagea of the
subject switch and an exemplar switch were made which clearly ldentify an internal arcing type
faiture end cause of the subject fire. (Figures 61 through 74}

paes-g78 © 1492
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Conclwsions
Based on the vehicls examination and the information providedERginessing. Inc. is abie
to provide the fllowing opintoas:

o The locallzed fire originated within the cruise control deactivation switch of i

I 20 Foed F150.
¢ _An jnberoel fiilure within the cruise control descivation switch was the cause of the fire

andd regalting deosgs to the vehicle.

mmmhaﬂmhnmlmndm,ﬂwmmmbywﬂm
documents provided, engineering refirences, and general enginsering knowledge and axperisncs.
Additiona] informetion may wamsnt modifying or sugnwnting these conclusiona.

Reapecifully submitted,
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