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CONFIDENTIAL

INVESTIGATIVE CONSULTANTS, INC.
2205 W. DIVISION, SUITE #G-3
ABRLINGTON, TEXAS 76012
METRO (817) 45%-1848 LOCAL (817) 459.0522

NAME: TYPE CF INVESTIGATION: #
CLAIM CAUSE & ORIGIN -
ICI #: 204-10-241 ACCOUNT 2 155
DATE OF LOSS: 90304 REPORT DATED: 11-11-04
VEHICLE LOCATION: BEQUESTOR: RICE BAISCH

" 16602 B. HARDY STREET PHONE #: (214) 2968711

HQUSTON, TEXAS

REQUEST: The investigation was authorized on October 14, 2004, by Mr Rick
Baisch, a claims eepresentative with State Farmt Insurance Company. The purpase of this
.mvestigation was to determine the cause and origin of a fire that occurred on September
8, 2004 in a 2000 Ford Expedition.

ENCLOSURES:

I. Copy of Recall Information from the National Highway Traffic Safety
A dr st

2. Photopraphic Documentation
PEREONS CONTACTED:

1. - The inxured

(Home)
(Cell)

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: The insured property consisted of a 2000 Ford
Expedition. At the cime of the investigation, the vehicle was bearing a Texas license
plate of 5BL. 560. The VIN on the driver’s side door identified the wvehicle as
IFMRUL

VEHICLE EXAMINATION: The vehicle examination commenced on October 26,
2, ant s conductad at the Bayou City Auto Salvage Pool Inested at 16601 E. Handy
Street, Houston, Texas.

An exterior examingtion of the vehicle revealed the area of most fire damage had

occarad within the forward portion of the vehicle. As a reguit of the fire, the majority
of the painted surfacea of the left and right fender oells wers consumed. Also, as noted
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In the exterior phatographs, the alumisum stloy hood was near completely melied from
the vehicle. Some hest damage was alao nowrd on the roof line 85 heat had extended
from the eogine compartment and consumed a partion of the paint on the front part of
the roof. The palnted sorfaces In the rear of the vehicke appeared 1o be io relatdvely good
condition.

An exsmination of the lights, lenses and body molding revealed the two front headlight
assemblies, including near afl of the plactc: grill axcembly were fire damaged and had
collapsed froun the vehicle, The body molding and rear 1aillight assemblies were found
to be in good condition asd were stll attached to the vehicle. Apn examination of e
window glass revealed the front windshieki and the right front passenger window were
both heat damaged and had collapsed from the window framez. An incpection of the
-remainder of the glass revealed it to be heavily coated with soct but no odner major heat
fractures were poted.

An inzpection of the tires and wheels revealed the two rear tires were still inflaed and

An examination of the nndercarriage of the vehicle revealed oo evidence that the fire had
originsted in the undercarriage, however, there was some damage near the fromt
fuspension az 4 remlt of falling burning debriz from the engine compartment.

An examination of the passenger compartment revealed the majority of Aire damage was
within the opper portion of the instrument panel and roof line of the vehicle. As flames
¢ntered through the front windshisld aod entepesd the passeoger compartment, they bhad
melted 2 portion of the instrumenat panel assembly and some of the upholstesy and
padding on &he backrest of the front seats. As shown in photographs #8 and #9, the
lower partions of the scals were still intact and no aignificant fire damage was noted.
The headlirer in the vehick: was partially combisied and near totally consumed in the
front partion of the passenger compartment. Some of the electrical circuitry to the dome
Hights and other aceessories had collapsed, including the light sockets, into the scating
aea.  An inspection of the electrical clreoltry from the roof did not exhibit any evidence
of failures that could be strribured to initiacing the fire.

An examineticn of the Ingtament panel wiring harmess and other accessories revealed
that the majority of demage was on the top side of the instrument panel where a portion
of the plastic and vinyl materlals wese meleed. The Light swiches and Serco system
wer2 also siightly exterior flre damaged bot thers were a0 indications that they had Failed
and initlsted the fire. As shown in photograph #15, the front case of the sieren sysitm
wad glightly melted bwt was stifl in place. An inspection of the fuse block mounted on
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the left slde of the instrument pacet revealsd five fuges were blown, Fuses 82, 213, 18,
726 and #18 were found to he blown.

An examination of the regaining wiring hamess in the instrument panel revealed that the
wiring loom and portiom of the insulation was consumed from the main trunk of the
wiring harness touted ip the insument panel. The debris was removed and the
condnctors were separeted and examined for fanlt conditions, however, none were Eound.
Ihednmngemlhﬁ@knfntcmulfhmemmmﬂwhchhdmmmdm:uppu

portich of the ingtrument paned.

After examining the passenger compeartment, the burn patterns indicated that the fire bad
ctiginated within the engine compartment. Prior to the axamination of the engine
compartment, the remaim of the windshicld wiper motor asserbly. az shown in
photopraph #21, was examined. Ponions of the plastic cover for the windshield wiper
motor witing coannection was found 1o be consumed along with the insnlation of the
wiring, However, there was oo evidence of electrical failures in the wiring or the

An examination of the engine companument revealed heavy fire damage througbout the
eutire engine compartment. Most of the belts, hoses and plastlc ceservoirs were severely
fire damaged or totally consumed. Scme of the light aluminom products tn the engine
compartmicat were also found to he melied along with the alumimim hood.  Some of the
front valve cover homamgs were alpa melted which exposed some of the interpal

components of the engine.

An exzmination of the elactrical circnitry began with an inspection of the remaing of the
batery and battery cahles. As sbown in photograph #25, the batiery had collapsed and
was found to be severely fise damaged which had corsumed a large portion of the battery
casing. Some of the interior plating material was beoken Yoose and had collapsed on the
frame of the vehicle. The remsins of the hattery cables were Ako found to be void of
inmlation and scverely beat stresgad, During the inspection of the battery cables there
wete po electrical fanlt conditions found.  As shown in photograph #27, the positive
battery cable appeared to be connected to the positive battery post, however, had melted
doring the coarse of the firs. The wiring harness and power solsanid mounted on the
right side of the fire wall was found to be beavily fire darmaged and it was noted that
near all of the insulation ou the wiring was connumed. An examinstiog of the conductors
revealed same of the conductors were heat stressed and had broken loose from the
vehicle, however, there wege na specific fanles found in this section of the wiring. The
Bake-lite housing of the solenoid was heat fractered and had broken loose from the
mounting brackets, The connsctions at the solenoid wers inspected finding ou evideace
of electrical faulting. The wiring harnass in the left side of the engine compartent near
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the power disiribution cemer was found and appeared 10 be more beavily fire damsaged

and wan alag void of all of its ingnladon. Numeroos circuitry in the wiring barnesy wag ¥
heat sressed and had bpokzn im ewo. The main power cable routed to the power -
distribution center as depicted in photograph #30, was vold of insulation but there were

no elecitical arc conditions on the cable. The power distribution ceater mounted in the

left rear portion of the engime compartment appeared (0 be severely fiee damaged and a

large portion of the fuses and the relay casing were consumed along with the plagtic case

of the power distripuation cemter. An inspection of the wiring to the power distribution

center a8 depicted in photograph #32 revealed it to be Beavily heat stressed and some of

the coxhwiors had melied in fwo. Near all of the conductors on the side of the power
diztribution center was void of insulation. Adjscent to the power distribwtion ceober *
would have been the brake master cylinder and it was noéed that it was meleed and had
collapsed from the vehicle. However, portions of circuitey routed to the master cylinder

that comnected to (he cruise control disconneet swiich was found to have electrically

fautted and melted in two. It should be noted that other circuitry in the vicinity had also
electricatly faulted and mefted in two.

An examination within the debris near the frame rail did aot produce any remains of the

magter cylinder or the cruise control discennect switch components. However, close

examination of the circuity to the wiring, as shown in photographe #37 through 39,

revealed that the wiring had electrically faulted and fusad together, and then dowa sweam

toward the disoonsct modole the wiring had electrically faulted, and the mdividual

stranded wire conductors had separated. The portions of wiring harness routed along the

left front portion of the engine compariment, as shown in photograph #40, was found to

be void of insulstion and nmnecons areas of electrical fanlting were found on this portion

of wiring. [t should be noted that sections of the wiring harness was heat streased io the #
point that it hed hroken and had collapsed from the vehicle during fire suppression '
activites or during transportation oo the storage bcility. There wem 2ls0 artas of

circnitry foend that had melted in two s depicted in photograph #42.

While examining the cemains of the faulted wiring, the romaing of the hood relepss cabte
wid examimed finding that at snme poiot prior $o or duripg the fie, energized conductoss
hed made contert with the stzel cover of the cabie and had elecirically faulted and mekted
the gedd cable in two, The sreas of most propounced fimlting were within the wiriog to !
ihe cruise control dizcommect switch wiring and wiring routed in the left front portion of
the cogine comportoent. These particolar Gulted circuits were placed in plastic
container to preserve the evidence. The afternator and its power cable, as shown in
photograph #4353, was found to be melted and the insulation from the power cable was
consumed. The power cable wes found to be heat stressed and some of the sranded
wires had broken in two. There were nn indications that the aiternator had faiked and
initiated the fire.
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Dring the coaras of the examingion, stempis to recover the engine oil and Tansmission
Tk levels were made, however, the engine oil dipstick could oot be recovered. The
transmiasion fluid dipstick showed the fluid to be at or oeer its nonmal level.

Sl

the conrse of the fvestigatin anmmiawwmndmedwim_
ﬂﬂminmud. According on the dute of he loss, be had come -
home from wark and had parked fhe vehicle in the drivesway and 1t had beem satting in A
fhe driveway for approximately two honts. He stmied that be and his family were i
notified of the fire by bearing same Ioid pops coming from ontside his resideace. He
siated ¢hat when be went ont to investigate the scunds, he ooted that the engine : 3
compartment was an fre. He stued that other neighbors had al=o heard the lond pops .
and had come out to investigate the sounds.

I incquired ag 1o amy problema with the vehicls and e stated that the most recent repairs
that had been made on the vehicle is that had peplaced in what be teymad 32 2
sending unit for the cryise coatrol system. stated that he had had 3 Mike
Tate 99 Auto Repair Shop, located oear the oderssction of Highways 99 and 98 in
Sugarland, Texas, who had repaired the vehicle. | stated that the cruise
comeol had beea ont for approximetely 6§ moaths prior to having it repaired. He stated
that approximately a few daye prior (o baving the repairs made, the tum signal lights b
stopped warking 20 he had takeen the vehicle 1o Mr. Tate to have it repaired. He stated
that apparently there was not a signi kem, that it didn't take but 2 couple of
daya to get the vehicle repaired. stated thet after the repairs were made, be
had oo forther problems and on the date of driving it home, he stated the he had noteed
nothing unususl end there were no instnment liphts or indicationy that any problem
existed. He stated that be had mn ofil change approximately 2 months prior to the fire.

W

v

H]

AT L

I also inquired &y to any after market products on the vehicle and he stated that he did
have a DVD television in the vehicle and it had been put in the vehicle shortly after
purchasing it, He stated that # had heen working propecly and that he had expecienced
oo probiems with it

He stated that after the discovery of the fire that the Sugariand Fire Departivent arrived

on the scene and extinguished the fire [ statcd that prior to the anival of the ]
firc department, the fire bad spread from the velicke to his residence and cause: some fire _
damage. He Jdid state upon the discovery of the fire that the fire was confined to the

2000 Ford Expedition and waa involving the majority of the engine compsartmeat.

CONCLUSION: In canclugloa, it is my opinion that this fire ariginawd within the Yeft
side of the engine comparanent. PFurthermore, it is my cpinion tha this fre was the
resplt of an electrical failure i some of the wiring harness which incldes circuitry 1o

T—
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the cruise coatrol discoonect swilch, As moterd in the seport rexe and documented by

photographs, there was evidence of electrical fanlting in the circoitry supplying power x
to the cuise control disconpect switch as well 23 some of the mamufachres wiring -
hamess raated in the left fromt atde of the engine compartment.

INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED BY:

David 1. Brstow, CFHRI, CVH
Fire Investigator

DIBfom, -
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PHOTOGRAFH DOCUMENTATION

iCI FILE #204-10-241
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' ' PHOTO #1: Shows sn extecior view of the left front portica of the vehicle,

PHOTO #2: Shows a view of the VIN plate on the driver’s side door.







PHOTO #3: Shows an exterior view of the left rear portion of the vehicle,

PHOTOQO #4: Shows an exterior view of the right rear partion of the vehicle.







PHOTO #5: Shows an exierior view of the right front pordon of the vehicle.

PHOTO #6: Shows a view of the undetcamrviage. Note the majority of the damage w th2
undercarriage was beneath the engine compartment.







PHOTO #7: Shows a cioseup view of the remains of the left front tire in the undercarriage.
Note the left front tire was the most severely combuseed tire.

PHOTO #8: Shows an gverall view of the left front portion of the driver’s comparument during
the initig[ examination.







PHOTO #10: Shows a view of the interior

Umﬁmhﬂdﬂntﬂﬁilﬂtﬂﬂtﬁw

passenger cofnpartment taken from the rear Note
comparment through the windshield,
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PHOTO #11: Shows a view of some contenis in the rear storage area.  Note they consisted of
somie blankets.

PHOTO #2: Shows a view of the right rear passenger's seat, Note there was damage 10 the
upper backrest portiong of the seats but no severe damage to the lower portions of the seats.

PESM-278 C 1342




#11

#12
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PHOTO #13: Shows a view of the right front passenger area. As noted In the pholograph
some of the headliner material had collapsed in the floarboard along with an accumnlation of
the plass from the windshield and side window.

PHOTO #14: Shows a view of a light switch. Note it appeared to be in the OFF position and




#13

#14
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PHOTO #15: Shows a view of the stereo sysiem. Note the front cover plate was meited. Note
this appeared to be a factory stereo.

PHOTO #16: Shows & view of the fuse block during the inpection of the fased.




=
®
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. PHOTO #17: Shnws_aviewnfﬂwfuseidenﬁﬁcaﬂunplm. Note the fuses indicated by the
_ red arprows were fonnd hlown,

PHOTO #18: Shows a view of the instrument panel shawing the combustion to the upper
partion of the instroment panel and the wiring harness.




#17

#18
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PHOTﬂ.m:'ShmaﬂewufmnwﬁnghnmmhﬂuhmuMasitmbnmm.
Note a portion of the wiring barness on the left side of the instroment panel was void of

PHOTO #20: Shows an overall view of the right side of the instrument panel. Note all of the




#19
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PHOTO #2i: Shows a view of the windshleld wiper motor and housing. Note the conductars
and the cover plate for the wiper motor connections were fire damaged but there were no
indications that this bad fafled and initiabed the fie.

PHOTO #22: Shows an overall view of the left skie of the engine compartment during the
mitis] exemination of the engine.
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' PHOTO #23: Shows 3 frontal view of the engine compartment which ghows the heavy fire

PFHOTO #24: Shumannm:ﬂﬁew-uftheﬂsht:ﬂeufﬂlemgiummpuunem.







'. PHOTO #25: Shows a view of the bettery and battery cabies during the inspection. Note the
battery casing wag mebied and portions of the interior plates had broken rpart and collapsed to
the lower portion of the vahicle,

PHOTO #26: Shows a view of some remams of the baitery amd battery tray. Note one of the
hattery cables was melted into the molten plastic.




v
§

#26
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' PHOTO #27: Shows a view of the positive battery cable. Note there were 50 fanlt conditions
" found on the cable. -

FHOTO #28: ﬂnmn?hwnf&widhghmﬁlmdrmimofﬂmpuwnmlmﬂm
on the right of the fire wall.




#27
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' PHOTO #29: Shows a clogeup view of the wiring hamess and the remains of the solenoid in
the right side of the instrmment panel. Note near afl of the insulation was consumed from the
wiring tut there were no fault conditions found.

PHOTO #30: Shows a view of portions of the wiring harneas in the left side of the fire wall
area. Note the wiring was toch more heat stressed in the side.
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' PFHOTO #31: Shnwsammmmeremﬂmnfﬂwmdimihuﬁmm. Note the
Tlastic caging of the foses and relay casingz were melted.

)

PHOTO #32: Shows a closeup view of some of the wiring to the power disteibution center.
Noie zome of the circoits had melted in two and a large portion of them were void of insulation.
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. ' PHOTO #33: Shows a view of the area where the brake master cylinder would have been
maunted. Note it was melted and had collapsed from the vehicle,

FHOTO #34: Shows a vilew of soine of the electrical drouitry in the left rear portion of the
engine compartment. Note the circuits identified by the red amows are circuits that would have
been romed to the cruige control disconnect switch.







' FEOTO #38: Shows a closeup view of some circnits in the left front side of the engine
compartmert that had melted in two and segments of the witlng had broken from the vehicle.

PEDTDHG: Shows a view of the circuitry supplying power to the cruise conirol disconnect
gwilch a3 it was being examined.




#35
J
#36
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' FHOTO #37: Shmamafﬂ:epuw:rmndncﬁnrsfmﬂmmﬂwmtmldmmm
Hnteﬂ:egrhndmﬂedandelmcaﬂyfuaadm@m

b
'
.

PHOTO #38: Shows a view of other fanlt arsas on the croire comtrol disconnect swiiches







PHOTO #39: Shows a view of some of cthe stranded wire comductors that had fused to the
fatlted conductors powering the crulse control disconnect switch,

PHOTO #40: Shows a view of some circuitcy recovered from the (eft front portion uf the
engine compartment. Nate the wiring was void of Insulation and very heat stressed as well as
having evidence of electrical faulting.
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#40




PHOTO #41: Shows 2 view of the circuitry recovered from the Ieft front portion of the vehicle
showing the melting and electrical arced activity.

PHOTO F42: Shows a view of a large gauge circuit found in the lef: front portion of the engine
that had melted in two.




#41
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) PHOTO #43: Shows a view of the remains OF the hood latch cable where enerpized electrical
conductors had fautted against the steel caging of the cable and had melted ii in two.

PHOTO #£44; Shows a view of plastic container where the faulted wiring and wiring hurness
were placed in the vehicle to preserve the wiring.







PHOTO #45: Shows a view of the left fuel rail. Note the fiel injectors and foel rail were
demaged But there were 00 Indications that fiee] leales had occurred and iniriated the fre.

PHOTO F46: Shows a view of the transmission fluid dipstick which shows the fluid level w
be at or near its normal level. Note the sagine oil dipstick was not be recovered.
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MGt Caally Corpany & hikd-Cosiant Enacrarcs Company & Obehoms Susly Corpany

PO B TR Okiabhome Gy, OK 734 777 U Geand Bivd, Sutle 500 Dadahoma City, OK A 111
(405 3105300 (BBE MO-3TTE FAX MOZ) INO-0743 wamcamg-nLoem

Dacembar 10, 2004

Ford Mator Comparny

Parklane Towers Wesat

Suite 300

Thraa Parklarwe Bowvard
Dearbom, Michigan 481262568

RE: Our Claim#
Our Insured
Dale of Loss

Attn: Shawn L Norton
Claimg Aralyst!
Litigalion Assistant

Bear Mr. Norton,
Thia {etter ia to acknowledge receipt of you |etter date Oclober 29, 2004~

As you have requasted pleass find attached.

. Copy of Fire department Report

Celor photos taken at the scens of the lass.-

Phaotos graph of the residenca and the vehicle in the garage (8).
Proof of loss signad by the insured for the Ford Pick

Praof of loss signed by insured for the Honda

Copy of the insured’s recorded statament kaken the day after the loss
wak reporied.

You questionnaire sheet.

DA WN

GO

~

d anything further please give me a call. My wark phone is
17. My offica hour are 8:00 to 5:00 Monday — Thursday and
8:00 to 3:45 Friday
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State Farm Insurance Companies

September 1, 2004 s, o
B0, Bt 22127
Tulgy, GK Té121
Moter Compan; mﬂl 1umm
Tord Y {3l ) Z50-3250 {fax)
Afin: Shawn Nortaon
Perklane Towers West, Suite 400 .
Dearborn, M1 48126-2568 8F: .
Re:  Our Cheim Nomber: Tt e
Cur Insured:
Date of Loss: 08/27/04
Loas Location: 8 Willow Creek D, Tutthe, OK. 73089

Amount of Loss: Pending
Dear Ms. Narton:
Our insured’s experienced a fire loss to their home on Angust 27, 2004. Per owr Caose and
Origin expart the point of nrigin is at onr ingured's 2000 Foed FE50 truck.  The VING on
this vehicle is IFTRX1
We wanted to provida you tha opportunity to ingpsct the scene prior to repairs.  Due to the
oecessity to bogin repairs, we will give yon 10 business days firom the dete of this letter to
contact us regarding a scons inspection.

i we do not hear from you within 10 deys, we will assume you do not want {0 inspect this
scene and repairs bo the home will begin.

Please call tre if you have any guestions of would like to make the aangements (o inapect.

This letter is being sent by fax, and the origina! will follow by mail.

Specialist
State Farm Fire & Casualty Company

cc. Jim Chambers (Claima adjuster For State Farm}

Lecnard Maker, Mid-Continent {#1533349)
Cary Dooley- Attorney at Law

F!I#-aflc:uu




Sincerely,
Mid cortinent Groug

{=onard Maker
Cisims Reprasantative.
E-mail: isalcevi@inice-iy.com
CC: Jennifer Cain
State Famm Insurance Company

P.O. Box 21890
Tulsa, OK 74121-1850
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Oifics of the Ganersl Counesl Fowd Molor Comp Ty

Mic-Conkinem
PO BOX 15354

m&mmﬂ

A Camut
DXVE:
vowcun. |

Wa scimowladgs your recently submiied subrogeifon ciaim. In onsf lo rysisi U in evahuting your ceim,
we saqueal thal you provide iz with the iollomiag infosmatiorr {Pisass note that thea informetion requesied in In regad i
the Foxl manufachured velicle)

MAEm ok pm

B BRO0O B X

Altach cioermnl with 2 complate deecription of Whe incident, inceling wvantx: that ccewmed prior [o
it subsaquent ko the foes.

Acopy of hw palice sraor fine Iaport.

Original edlor pholographs of the vehicie's coltalonfia damage & the sieged defective parts, fron

grveral difsmen] gl

Originel color pholograpiva of ihe nalde of ihe vohicle phowing she steering wheel, desh and roof
Original color phologeaphs of the accident / fire cens from seversl ditarant onoks.

Adach a copy of your expert's repad and £16 cxpar’s originsl photogrephs. s
Atinch the repair esimcte, repali order, or yaur katal lose worighaet for o 1
wihicl's dumage and Any kasas asacclaied with fhia incidant, and

gopico of drft pevments.
Adtach the complels service histony for the subject vehicka, including any tune-ups or
ol changes. -

1 97 b

Please answer the following In the space provided. 1 you reed addiional space, pleass use the back of the

i

10
i,
12

\What was the olty and gigle of occurence:__E T The , O K

The 17 it vehicly identiication number: NA
What wa3 the melieage st ¥me: of ocoumEncec MA
¥ihal s tha alaged defact

Berake Serch Mouwr o Misree cyfmder—




1. Hasthe allaged dofeotive pat bosn repaired of placad? feicisonc) Yee arffie )
4,  Whel isthe cument bcalon of he veticle, and ihe alleged delectiva paitis)?

Mp_ﬂ.____pﬁxunmne_?aac afF OEC

15, Lint all affer makiat addiions or modifications that wens mada o the vahicle:

_None

i

16,  Wasthe engie mnning? {cicla e} Yes

17, Worshe keya inthe ignbion? (cicle ane} Yes ordiin))

18, Wan this vahicle purchasad new or ussc: _ [N €1.0)
Immmmmummmnhmumwmm

tha vehicls was puschesad:

Once we are in receipt of the requeciad inlomaafion, & will be seviewed and you will be nalifled of our decislon
concaming your claim. Shoukd you nol sand &l -of the requestad information and matadals, we will Essune Tt you e

mwnmnﬂn-ﬂﬂihuhwmm_

Poge ba chied thal ok viecemstary sleps should be taken 0 srsum that the aubject vehicls and all of it
component parts are maintained and peeosrvad for tial. Foed Wolor Compesry has the right io irspect the vehicls and
v sl teed sy componient peut that you claim e be delecive, and 1o be presantad with e vehicls and the subjact
compenent pait(s) af the tire of i, should Bigeiion srswig from this formal clsim.

Plaasa Nole: F you pronose b resale e wehicls for continued unage, auch repeis may nol be perforned
urdll afier Fond Molor Compay hes inapacied 1he vahicis snd remavad and Weisd any omparan] pat you ciaim o be
" ghyfnctive: or acivised you in wriling thel N dose not inkend 1o perdiorm such inspechion andfor teeting &l this fme. But svan
in thet avent, Ford Molor Company wil insisl thet sl eomponants clsimed i by defecive me meintaingd and pressved
for i),

Bincenly,

&5 New

Shawn L Novkon
Couims Anatyst
Litigation Assieiant

¥ 1
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STATEMENT Of HERVIE ADKISSON

mmguirgmuummmmwm
reference o fire that occurred on on about the 29™ day 2

day of August 2004; the time by my watch is now 11:13 am.

=1

Al

AT

Harvie do yau reallze that ' goirg To Fecord thir statement?
Yes Ldo

Do I have your permission ta do this recarding?

Yer you do.

Would you state your full naowe for me please spalling your first name and your tost mame?

Fnﬂmummwu_

And your home addres+?

o Le——

And your hoine telephone number including aren code?

And you have oy other nunbers that you can be reached ot ?

And whose nnber i that?
That's my cellular phane.

PED-E7B C 1384
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And Hervie todoy we're tolking obout the fire that eccured af your residence is that
cerrect?

Yea.
What tine of day did thix fire opproxtimately shaet?

LU the fire occurred around 7:30 ~ that's when I recognized it based upon knowing with o
t.v, show went off.

Ared what +.v. show were you watching?

Aln and the Chipmunks with my son and doughter were watching and T storted ¥a change
the channel at 7:00 and it ran until 7:30 which T thaught way an odd time for it to run

through.

And what station were they walching this on dn you know?

Mo I have ne iden ~ Boomarang or samething shes like thet.
GOteay ond what first brought your atention that you hod o fire?

Um_ what I first heard was when I was sitting ot the computer which is right up next 1o
the wall in the garage was a roor and then T heard the gorage door cloge ond then T heard

he horm on e Handa Ovic beeping.
Doty you had two cors in the garage | that corvect?

Yes gir.

And what kind of cars was in the garage other thon the Honda Civic?

There mas a Honda Civie thai’s 2003 and a Ford F150 2000 model.




C ¢

And g.. what direction were thess vehicles facing?
These vehicles wara porked inside the goroge focing zast,

And which wehicle was north side of the garage, which whicle was on the sauth side of the
garage?

The Ford F150 would be on the north side of the garage und the Honda Civic would bx on
the south side of the garage.

And when was the Ford ~ or which vehicle wos put in the garage first?

The Ford was put in the gorage of appraximately between 3:00 and 3:15, that't a paint, the
reason T know that is I picked up mry son from school and he's picked up at 2:55

Oheay' and when you put it In the gartge ot that Hea you deove to your residence and opened
tha goraqe doct?

T openad the garnge doar at that polrt and then I closed the garage doar behind me ance T
parked in the garage.

And came Inia the house thraugh the garass thew?
Yt through the garoge door.
And when wat the Handa Civic putr in the garage?

Um_ my wife cama in firom work being sick of 4:30, opproimately that time I heard the
garage door opening and sha come in and thea the left the goraga door opan,

Has eithar one of the vehicies been i the service deportinent or gorage for any fype of
repairs in the lagt vy ye?

pra4-273 ¢ 1386
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Not that T remamber. Gther than the brake Job for the Ford F150.
Who does your repair work?

Um_. I con't remember who did that brakg Job, evarything alse for the o.. the Ford as for
of oil changes dona for me. Now har Honda Crvic, any kind of oil change ar anrything like thar
was done by the Eskridgs Honda ploce whers she bought if on I-24D and that would be just
her 10,000 and 20,000 mile mainhencnss and it wos aknost time for her 30,000,

Did the fire department come cut and put out the fire?

Vas they did

What fira department mads the fire coll?

The Tirttle Fire Daporhnent come out.

And _. wos the fire confained to just the garage area or wos it spreod through the house?

The fire wo bavicolly comtained in the garage, once T reabized the fire was going when I
opered the door info the garuge I closed it Immediately and got everyone out af the house
and that sort of tealed It off from coming Inte the rest of the house un_ the fre
department put it out inside the goroge and um.. then mater went up arto the otic at that

paint.

Okoy so intide the house a_ where we're shanding right now, basically yoif've get just smaker
domage?

Correct.
And whe is the fire infurance corrier on the house?

That would be Stme. Farm Tnturonce.

Olaxy ond hos State Farm been out 1o check the fire loss?




c c
Vs they have. Thay sant out thew inspectors and 1o look at the ks and determine what
coused the fire.

Ard did the fire department determine what caused the fire?

The fire department was undetermined an the arigi of the fire
@ddh.ﬁHWHdmyhndymfrnmih:ant:Fi':Mnlrnfﬂu?

Not thet a_. T undar_ not that T saw. It wad only Just the chief, the fire chief from TutHe
whao lookad af tha fire and was undetestined of the e,

ey ondl 1. deed emybody moke o determination of what coused the fire o your knowledge?

Um_. ta thia point on this day um_ the 31", no they hoven't decided o to what was the
origin of the fire, they're still undetermined on ruling out some different possibikities I
queag you couwld sy,

I's here arything elss about Hhis hors that you coukl tell me that we have rot covered?
Mot that T can think of.
this hat been o recarded intwrview batween WHP
ference a fire that ncourved on ar obout the 29 Auguart 2004
29™ would have been Sunday by the may, This happered on Friday svening.

Oh this hoppened on Friday evening, ckay this fire acorred an the 2™ of August ot
opproximately 4:30 p.m. Todoy's durte 13 the 31* day of August 2004 the Hime by my warch
i now 11:21 am. Hervie you did realize this stotement wos being recorded?

L

¥ea I did,

FRM-B7B ¢ 1383
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You did give ma perimission ta do this recording?
Yes T did.

Has averything you've tald me regarding thiz lose been true and correct to the best of your
knewlodger - - - i

Yaaitls.

IF you have no furthar questions ond no other conmants and with your permission Tl furmn
of f the tope recorder.

Oy one other thing you Just sald, you just sold ~ you soid 7:00 or does that matter, it was
nbout 7:30 whea it happened.

7:30 okay.
T'm sorry? Ch you said 4:30 excuse me.
Okay.

50 it wat about 7:30 when the fire occurred.
Al rightt amything s you'd like 1o add?

Ma gir,

With your parmission TH turn of f the recorder.

ny

Oluay.
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