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L. INTRODUCTION

g e

ﬁ On July 29, 2004, a fire ocourred wvolving a Fond vehide. On August 140, 2004, The
: Proflet Group, Inc., was ratained by Mr. Chris Novotny of Fanmers Insurance Group to
i Inspect the vehide and determine the orgin and cause of the fire.

On August 16, 2004, The ProNet Group Inspected the vehicle at Insurance Auto
Auction, located at 2535 West Mount Houston In Houston, Texas, Buring this visit, the
vehide was Inspected and photographs were taken to docurnant our observatfons. The
ohservations descibed and pictured in this report are representative of the conditions
obsetved duting our vislt. This repart will not refiect all conditons of the vehicle, but
will demonstrate typical conditions observed. All phobographs are avallable for review.
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The crulse control deacivation switch eledchical connector was collected during this
Inspecton and Is currently stored by ProNet.

IL. BASIS OF REPORT

This report Is basad on tha following:

H "'-\.-'Fi'l'

1, Inspaction of the vehide,

Research of the Natlonal Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)

records i idenlify any preliminary evaluations, englneering analyses, or I
recalls on 2001 Ford F150 Larfat trucks.

[ ]
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3.  Review of the fire report (sea Attachiment A).

4.  TInformation and observations a3 noted in this report,
This repott Is based upon Information avallable to us at this ime, and Is net necessarly
Anak Should ackitional information ba présantsd or discovered, we resenve the right to
review and, i necessary, revise this report and our concusions in light of that -~
information.

II1. CONCLUSION

Basad on our findings and observations as nobed n this report, Ik Is our opinlon the
2001 FurdFlEﬂLalathmkﬂrenﬂglmtedlnﬁreleﬁmaﬂﬂﬂmcﬂunnfﬂmmm

mMaMmmMWammmﬂlﬂH
{cruise control deactivation switch) [ocatad on tha fop faca of tha brake mastar oyl

Y. DISCUSSION
YEHICLE DESCRIPTION

The vehlde was Wentified as a white four-dour 2001 Ford F150 Lariat truck bearing
Vehicle Identification No. 1FTRWOBLX L {JJJord 1A% stock No. 861156

Our Inspection of the truck exborior revealed:

1. Al combuestibile materials on the fronk face of the ruck were consumed.

BTLA I Lo}
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The right and left front fenders were woid of paint.

The laft front tire was consumed and the inboand side of the whesl had
melted. The right frort Ure was parially consumed.

The windshield, laft sida door glassas, rght fronk door glass and center
glass for the back glass had shatbered.

The hood was consumed.

The: right front door panel below the skie view mirmor was vold of paint.
The leading edge of the laft front door panel was vold of paint.

The right outskie mimor was slightly burned and the left outside mémor _

was consumed.

The exterior exhibitad a bum pattern consistent with a fie that orkginabed
In the passendger compartment left of the truck’s centerline.

PASSENGER COMPARTMENT

Ouwr Inspection of the passenger compartmant:

Al Interior components were coversd with a mid layer of soct.

2.  The headliner was severcly bumed.
3. The rear bench sest back covering was consumed exposing the padding
undermneath. The left half of the left front seat back was consumed
August 24, 2004 . Page 5 Prodek Flle Mo. 7525
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exposing the stee| skelabon.

4, The rear door tim panels were metted. The upper thind section of the
Hght front doot trim panel was consumed while the upper half of the lefit
front door panel was consumed.

5.  The dash was consumed in 2 progressive pattern.  Spedfically, the left
half of the dash evidenced more bumn than the right half of the dash.

6. ARfemarket stereo equipment was located under the rear bench seat.
The components did not hava any evidenca of elechrical short-droutting
that would have caused the fire.

7. The bum pattems observed In the passenger compartment are consistent
with a fire that propagated from the engine comgpartmemnt Into the
passanger comparbnent after consuming tha firewall {bulkhead) access
hole seals left of the brudk's centerline.

ENGINE COMPARTMEENT

Owr inspaciion of the engine compartment revealed an Intense lower th upper level
bum, which was more Intense In the left reer quedrant of the engine compartment.
Specifically:

1. The alr conditioner hoses ware consumed.

2.  Tha battery was consumed. The positive baltery cable end evidenced an
aftermarieet heavy gauge electrical wire, This wire routed through the
firewal] near floor-pan level approximately stx Inches (6°) sbove the right
frame rail then inko the passenger compartment. The wire was void of

ALgUust 24, 2004 Page6 Profist Ale o, 7525
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Insulation from the battery cable end to approsdmately five Inches (S™) an
the passenges skie of the firewall. Sulisequent to removing the carpeting
i better accass this wire and its route, thera was no evidanca of alectrical
short-circulting or elecirical over heating cbsarved that suggests this wire
caused the fire. The wire routed to the aftermarket stereo component
under the rear bench seat

The radiator and condenser cores were cansumed.

The slecirical wirlng harness that roubed across the firewall from the fght
comer to the et comer of the firevall was completely void of Bs
protective conduit and the wines were vold of Insulation and consumed In
areas adjacent to the right valve cover. These wires did not exhibit fusing
of the wire strands that suggests an electrcal short dircuit occurred
causing the fire,

The right valve mover evidenced exterior surface bum while the left valve
cover was partially consumed exposing the camshalt undemneath.

The right timing chaln cover was baslcally Intact while the left iming chain
cover was slightly metted, '

The power steering fluild reservoir was consumed.
The alr Intake tube and the alr filter housing were consumed.
The under-hood powar distdbution center was bumed. However, a

greater Inbensity In bum was nated on the right face of the distribution
canter.
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. * 10, The breke booster secured to the firewall in the left rear comer of the
I compartment had exterior susface bum.  The brake master cylinder was
consumed.

3

11, The crulse control servo located forward of the distribution center was -
basicalty consumed leaving only the steel components servo,

c

! 12. The AES dledmo hydrawlc controt unlt; lacated on the top face of the left
s frame ol beiow the power distribution center had evidence of Intense
bum,

=3

13. The elecrial connector for the culse conoml deactvation switch was
located on the left fower control arm. The connector was heavily chamed
and had separated from its elecirical wiing. The connactor appears to
have burned from the Inside oyt The connector was taken Into evidencs.

RECAILS

We searched the National Hiohway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) database to
identify any praliminaty evaluations, enginesring analyses, or recalls on 2001 Ford F150
vehicles relating o elecrical fires Imvolving culse control deactivation swiiches.

A szarch of thelr reconds, as well as technlcal service bulletins, did not Indicate any
problems relsting to crnise control deactivation switch faflures resulting in engine
compartment Ares within 2001 Ford F150 vehides at this time.

However, a search of thelr records did reveal ODI Action Mo, EAG2-025. This 0D1 s an
engineering analysis investigation iwolving the aulse control deacthvation swiich
tallures thak resulk in Ares. While the 2001 Ford FL50 was not a listed vehicle in this

)
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investigation, It should be noted that the switch 1s virtually [dentical t the ones used in

the vehide In question.
FIRE REPORT

On August 23, 2004, we oblined the fire report from Harris County Fire Marshal’s
Office, which stabes the following:

On 7-29-04 at 00:53 hours, investigators Farris and Langenberg received a
reguest for 8 fire investiation from Channelview fire department.  Investigators
ahved at 686 Bright Penny lane and met with Channelview sngine 32,
Investigalors observed & pick-up truck parked in the street in bumed condition.

Alter axamining the evidence and speaking o witnesses, thic fira wilt be rfed

accioental

AMMARY

In sumimaty, this 2001 Ford truck fire arginated In the left rear quadrant of the engine
compariment, spedfically In the area of the brake master cylinder, as evidencad by the
bum patierns. The only significant electrical component In the area of most Intense
burn Is the oulse control deactivetion switch locabed on the top face of the master
Cyliinder. There was no other evidence that suggests a fallure gocurred with any other
component, OEM or aftermarket, which would have caused this fire.

I regards to crulse control deactdvation swikch fallures, It 1s known and documented .

that these swiches have failed and subsequentty caused fires.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We mcommend that the 2001 Ford F150 Larat tuck be relained, secured and

August M, 2004 Page 9 Protiet Fle No. 7525
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. ! - protected regarding any further testing or Inspection by other Interasted parties. We
akso reserve the right to be present and observe any and all inspections or testing of
the Ford trudk by any cther concerned parties,
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Page:
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- Yarrative: ]
‘7 ENTERED BY: bate: 07/29/04 Time: 21:58
EIN ASSIGNNENT
7-27-04 AT 00:55 HOURS INVESTIGATORS FARRIS AND LANGENBERG RECEIVED A
REQUEST EOR A FIRE INVESTIGATION FROM CHANNELVIEW FIRE DEPARTMENT AT 671
GHT PENNY LANE. INVESTIGATORS ARRIVED AT O1:30 HOURS AND MET WITH

RI
E-IANNEL?IEH FIRE DEPARTMENT ENGINE 32.
SCENE SUMMARY

: ilﬁ SCENE IS LOCATED IN THE CHANNELWOOD SUBDIVISION OF UNINCORPORATED

Y OF THE RESIDENCE LOCATED-AT
B ADDRESSOF THE VEMECLE'S. mw WAS II. TED BY THE
HEADLIGHTS AND HANDHELD {FGHHES OR G N%\E* OTHER ILLUMINATION

i COUNTY, THE VEHTCLE WAS PARKED FACING NORTH oN THE EAST SIDE OF A
!LAﬂlTﬂP, RESIDENTIAL ROADMAY. THE vm:mﬂgﬁsﬂfﬁgﬁ

; PROVIDED BY SEUERH.E: ﬂﬂ'ﬁIhE ME LI‘G_FHTE' RE'SI DEMCES.
> H"‘Eﬁ 'i'ﬂlGrHE COMPARTMENT

THE VEHICLE sunsﬂd:ﬂ A pi

EXTENDING INTQ THEMR %

SUBSTAINED HEAT E- 'ﬂ} TH.E EMU
miﬂig MERSSSIDE

mLHEEAL COM T ol
EYELY. TIRE AURKED:
WAY, THE REMATNING ysu mssﬁt“% Of
WAS INTACT. kg e Ris "Jﬂ‘
ﬂ . "‘ a&n OF ORTGIN AND CAS
DUE TO WITNESS STATB! ‘FMH*THE 0N SCEME FERE -
BURK PATTERMS TO THEVEHICLE THE FTRE MDST:LIKL ! IN THE ENGINE
COMPARTMENT IN THE AREA'OF THE DRIVERS--FRONT S ) FRONT TIRE.
BY A FAILURE IN THE

THE CAUSE OF THIS FIR.E.._.‘IEH_"I.. MGSTILIKELY HAVE B
ELECTRICAL BISTRIBUTION ,;'rs:rEH- OF. :h-!E vmm;ﬁm " e g.t .

._‘ . u" -I' If- r-r: r! “‘_'5 |;F'r

ﬁIDTEHCE
A SERTES OF DIGLTAL chmatstw SHOW. A~ mmﬁﬁumﬂm OF THE SCENE
WERE DEVELOPED BY :mrE'r:rﬂg r}%:m v ~C0500 DIGITAL
¥ CAMERA. THESE PHOTOGRAPHS W mﬂum _R, REKY ONLY CD AND WILL BE
g IHELUBEIJ IN THE CASE FILE. '
A PLAT OF THE SCENE WAS nmmren ﬂu mi.i. BE! mcr.men IN THE CASE FILE.

"I"--'

1 l\.-

] ,HIENESE

H INVESTIGATORS SPOKE TO mﬁgﬁ HE STATED THAT HE HAD DRIVEN
THE VEHICLE HOME FROM H MATLY 18:10 HOURS ANO FARKED IT ONH
THE STREET OUT FRONT OF HIS RESIDENCE. AT AP v 00:35 HOURS HE
RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM HIS MNERGHBOR (WO1) SAYING THAT

HI% TRULX WAS ON FIRE.
B INVESTIGATORS SPOKE TO (WOL) ANMD HE STATED THAT HE HEARD A LOUD POP THAT
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LAW ENFORCEMENT - Data: ?;'291"04 Time: 22:43
) Page;
ﬁrr&t’lve. )
™ ovrere ave -Data: 07/29/04 Time: 21:52

1 E HIM UP. HE THEN LOOKED QUT AND SAW A RED GLOW IN THE STREET FROM IN THE
STREET AND HE THEM CONTACTED THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. AT THIS TIME HE THEN CALLED
I-IIS NETGHEOR AND THEN WENT OUTSIDE. AT THIS TIME HE NOTICED ANOTHER NEIGHBOR
EN THE FIRE DEPARTMENT SHOWED UF. INVESTIGATORS SPOKE
H {w02} WHO STATED THAT SHE HEARD THE SAME LOUD POP AND
EN CALLED SHE WAS TOLD THAT THEY ALREADY HADF A CALL FOR A FIRE AT THAT
ADORESS. SHE THEN WENT OUTSIDE AMD WATCHED THE FIRE DEPARTMENT ARRIVE.
aIHUEEHGA'I'ﬂR SPOKE TO THE CAPTAIN OF ENGINE 32 AND HE STATED THAT THE FIRST
ARRIVING BCOSTER TRULK (BOOSTER 47} MADE THE LOCATION AND HAD MECHANICAL

PROBLEMS WITH THE PUMP ON THE TRUCK AND COULD NOT PUT THE FIRE QUT. AT THIS
:» TAME ENGINE 32 ARRIVED AND THEY GOT THE FIRE OUT.. THE CREW OF BDOSTER 42
THAT ! pu 'ITI_-IEIH: ARRIII!AL “THE FIRE WAS CONTAINED

7] ADVISED THE OTHER FIRE 5
TS THE ENGINE COMPARTMENT QLY. R L
i R e R
/N0 ExPOSURES wERE p,mmslsu ™ THIS sz, 3% ra‘f‘ o
- ."' I‘.' '.'_'_.
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. S e BRI it S

ﬂ - SUMMARY -
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1.

View showing the front of the 2001 Ford F150 Lariat truck.
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3.  Right side view of the truck.

4. Left slde view of the truck.
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. 5. View showing the ieft front fender.

6. View of the vehide stock number.
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Right o left view of tha front passenger area.
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9.  iaftto right view of the front passenger area,

10. View showing the right third of the dash.
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11.

12.

View showing the center third of the dash.

View showing the left third of the dash,
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13.

14.

Yiew showing the afbermarkat sbereo equipment.

View showing the sterao radic remains.
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. 15. Owerview of the angine compartment.
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. 17.  Leftto Hight view of the engine compartment.
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19.

View showing the center thind of
the engine compartment.
—r

20. View showing the left thind of the

engine compartment.
i
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23. View showing the ABS eledra hydraulic control unit.

< il

24, View showing the cruise control servo.
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25, View showing the right and left iming chaln covers.
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28. View showing the auise control deactivation switch electrical connechor.
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29, Coser view showing the cruse control dezctivation switch alectrical
connector, :

30. View showing the aftermarket electricai wire attached to the positive batbery
cable end.
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31.  View showing the aftermarket electrical wirs entaring the firewall.

32, Coser view showing the aftermarket slectrical wire entering the finewall.
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. 33. View showing the aftermarket alectrical wire exdting the firewall passenger
compartment side.

34. Another view of the aftermarket electrical wire.
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FIMAT DARISE CODRT FOA THE FRAISH DF JEFFEREIN ! Mg RECORN

. STATE QF LOUISTAMA 0% U 30 Bt 5 8
HO. : 13-5{53"' S u:v:neu-ﬂ*.. _—

?sl

SSTERTLN AT

LEuy

EE]

" FORD MOTOR CORPORANTION

FILED¢

DY CLERK

ML e e B D e

iR

HOM INTD COURT through undersi¢gnaed counsal comas
I, = domoscic

inrurar muthorized to do and doing business in the State of

Loutslana and_ 2 person of tha full 29w of

majority and a roaident of Sk. Charlea Farlsh who subnits

T Y il

the followling:
. N
. ' Mads defendant herein is NORD MOTOR CORPORATION a :
| foreign corporation authorizad to de and delng buainsss in
the 6§tate of Looisiana with 1tz principal business
eataplishment in Louimizne located Iln Metairie, Farish of
Jeffaraon, Stats of Loulsiana.
II.

Defandant is liable to plalptlirffa in the amount of

£10,290.00.

I1I.

—oprene

on or sbout Septasber 24, 2002 [ ves= :the o

ownar of & 2004 F150 plckup truck which was parksd in the

drivevay of him howa at _ Des Allamanda,

Loulelana. On that date the truck caught fire while parked

in the deivewsy causing slgoificant damage to the pickup
truck owhed by _

. 325-4181 Fe=-ET0 C TG

(IR X R

i qemedt L e . R b AT 1 o - .- - - o




.'-:
® . -

On Saptesbar 24, 2003 thars was in full ferce and

affact a poilcy of insurance isausd by Ll
I - the owes :

af the vehicle. Under the terms of the policy the insured hy
-
paid ta _HD,II{I.IS an a rasult of tha lomnm fa
P
arlaing out of the aforewsntioned fire. Due to paying such {“

LA

partial suhrogated ton the rights of _

Furtharmoye, under the terms of the pnliny- had a

daductibls of $100.00.

v e gmans

V.
Defendant, Ford Motor Company, which manufscturad the
truck 1z llable to our  petitionera for che negligence

end/or Eault in the following:

falling within the purview of tha Loulsiana
Products Liebility Act, La. R.9. %:2B0H1.51 =t
saq. ineclpcding buk not limdted to the dasign and
manufacture of a vehicla with inherent defscts
which defendant knew ¢r should have knowh could
causn A fira)

. {a) not axclumsive particulsrs including actions

{bt tha aale of & vehicle with inbarsnt dafscts which
dafandant knew or should have known could cause a
firwm;

(¢! fallure to warn peoopective purchasercs of the
wehicle about the likelihood the posalbility that
the vehicle might catch Eire;

fd] falling to dsaus a product zecall of an
inharantly defactiva wshiale;

{e} placing an ioherently defective product into the
stroam of commarce)

{E} mapufacturing a produck unceassnably dangersus in
conatruction of compozitiony

lg) mwanufacturing a product onrasscnably dangeroua in
design}

{hi any and all other acts of negligenss that may

appear herain at the diacovary or at trial
nereck.

. 935-4181 MEM-ITA C TeE

. U —— . ot - T =R =




WHEREFORE,  patitioners pray that Ford Motor
Corporation be served with a copy of tha petition and that .
it ba ciesd te mppear and ansver seoe and after all lagel

delays and proossdings had there be Jjudgment hersin in

cove =« [

: _ in the amcunt prayed for pluy Jlegal intersat

form the date of judielal demand wntll paid and for all

costa of theae procasdings and for all gensral and

aquitable relimf.

Reapectfully submitted,

Al Nancy Crooris

HANCT CRCMARTIE, ERQUIRE
FORTECDOS, AATHEEL & JOHHSOK
704 Carondelet BEraes

New Orleans, LA TO130

1504) 5@1-3938

LA. BAR MO. 1HBAS

FLEAAE AERVE:
e

Forad Motor Corporation

Thea its &gunt for ssrviee of procesa:
CT Corporation

8550 United Plaza Blwd.

Baton Reuge, Lenisiana 70E09

I25-4181 MER-ETE C ETIR
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LAW OFFICES

PorTROUS, HAINKEL & JOHNSON, L.LP.

TE CARONDELET STREET
NEW ORLEANS, LOLESIAMA 70130-3774
woyw. plyliy.cOT

Nancy Crotrortie TELEFHONE: 3M4-1E1-300%

TAN: MH-I01-4088
May 4, 2004
$hawn L. Norton RECE] YER MAY |
Claims Analy=t/Litigation Asslatant ZHM

Ford Moteor Company

Parklane Towerz West - Suilte 300
Three Parklane Blwd.

Dearhorn, Michigan 481Z6-Z5968

e
Ingurad: _

Loss Data: 09724703

OUR FILE: 325-4181

Dear Mr. Horton:

Please ncte that we are in recsipt of your April 23, 2004
records and have previocusly provided you with the information
requeated within, '

You have received color photographs of the wehicle's
cullision.ffmeived the documentation showing
payment by If youn bhothar to review the
history proviace Y n the expert’s report you would see
tha complete service history of the wvehicle (which was done at your
dealership} and whethar any after market additions were made.

Further, if you had referred to our first letter you wouid have
learned the current location of the wehicle,

Please contact me if you have any additicnal gquestions.

NZ/ys
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Figure 4

Figure 3
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