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EBMLEQED & CONBOENTIAL
OfTiCE of thy Sanenal Counsel Ford Blolor Company
Parkbams Towars Wat
Rults 300
Thraa Pawhlare Bovkeverd
Daarborn, Michigen &1 28-2588
Jenuary 8, 2004
Trevalers Insurance
PO BOX 322
Fall Fiver, MA 02722

ATTENTION: PAMELA CARDIN

RE:  Claimant -
Your Cham #: - BRECEIYED #iR 2 7004

DO 08-15-2003
Dear Me. Cardin:

Wa acknowladge your mcently submited subeogation clalm. in order io essclst us n Gvaliating your clalm,
wa joquast that you provide ua wih e iolowing Informalion: (Pleasa nola thal the inkrmating raquesied & inregant i
tha Forl manufaciumd vehicie.)

Adtach your insureds sislement with a complete descriplion of the inddend, including events that
occured o o and subseguent i the loes.

Acopy of the police sndior i repoit.,

Original ok pholograptes of the vehice's collsioryive camuge & the alleged defective parts, fom

sevoral dfierend Bnges,
Orighnal color phaotgraphs of the side of the wehich shoming 2w steering wheel, dash end ol

SRS, I
Criginal color pholographa of the aocident { fire acens o soveal difrnt anofes. ;
Alinch p copy of yourexper’s rapos] and e expests ariginal phologrophs.

Atiach the rapair seimas, repair arder, or your kel loee workehest for the ._
vehicle's damage and any krsses azsociaiod with his incident, and '
copies of draft pavments,

!;. Abtach the complela genvice hisiony for the subject vehicls, Inchuding amy tune-upe or
oll changes. "52’ ‘:’:ﬁ .l Changt 3 monfhg ajz‘er LT3
CWa
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9. ¥hat waa the city and giafy of ocauTenca alcmi"j/ h
0. Tha 17 digit vahicls ’lankficalion mimbe” §

11, wmmumnmﬁw_dns. 513 J
iz ¥ohiat is the sheped defect LFin arn €4

13 Has the allagad delecive part been repalmd or Fplacsd? (circle one)  Yes oA No {{ -
o&‘& *‘t&
W

rf\”Z)




-9
spea¥ with
14, Whallsthe cameni kcatonof the vehicke? _your con gall EFT - Tmnk B Hegan

" OVIE s COr
15. L=t al after ket additions or modincaliona thal wems made to e vahick:
AMoase,

18, Westeengiananing? (cicieons) Yes orio)

17.  Were e keys Inthe ignition? {circle one) m«@
18.  ‘Wasthia vahiche porciased new orused _ (o aech

if purchased usad, provide the dals of purchace, nhagnalﬂ:atimulwmmﬂmm
the vehick was purchasad__ 31X month ant e wias  pur

from Cafl Biack Bomtiag i Kentesawy &8 mileag 119 wp

at bty oF lo &5

Onca wa 2 in fecaipl of the requesiad information, & wil be: reviewad end you will ba nokked of our decieion
MWMMmmmﬂﬂﬂmwmwm:ﬂmemm
mmhmﬂuamwuﬂdﬁwl& A E it Da NEpeciey o

Ploats be advised thet all nacessary siepa should ba taken o eneura that the aublect wehicle and & of its
component parts ara mekrained and preserved for iial. Font Metor Cormpany bets the right Iy inspec] the vehicle pad
rerncve: and st any componem part fat you ciaim 1o be defecive, and 1o be presentad with the vehicls and the Subjact
tomponent partfs) st the fme of irial, should Mgation ensua from this inkirmal ciaim,

¥ your propoge o0 repair tha wehicda for continesd uvsege, mach mpalrs say not be performed unil aRer Ford
Motor Compaiy has inspacied e vehicle and removed and kesied any componant pert you claim bo be deloctive of
aedvised you In wriing that K does not Imend 0 perfomm 2uch Inapeciion andéor teeling &t this §me. Bul aven in that
event, Ford Modor Conmmeny will Jnsist that 2l componenta claimed o be defecive Be meintained and peesaread fou
sl

Snceeely,

Shawm L. Norton
Claims Anatyst /
Litigadion Asshstant
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FIGURE 4
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g YERITE FORENSIC ENGINEERING, LLC.

Ocaobar 30, 2003

blia. Bobert

the fire orfginstad n the Infl resr comar of the velicle stigion
werifind by VIR baswd o shectyioal sctivicy Srumd o the v
Tulee veotuos booaee. The: fees ingids: fhevelvicle wess dlso
 bo “tiown." m-—i—mmm&,-ﬂm
dafmwrad mad Sallan looec.

Thin-nh-ﬂtu_ﬂlhdﬁ

(cammanly known sa The “trake prosstire swind™) Thﬁdhhﬂu
mlﬂ-mwuhﬂlﬂm T soppmemtles. 11wk
oot distorbed wi il tos, The phenolia seiind hoosleg oty sl T in Gt sames gowceal
weas,

A MaEZa 4 mﬂln.'l: m“’ﬁm "  Pax OSSN

1830703 THF LIS ITI/RX WO HATA1 Qioe:
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. Mir. Robart Varges
Buas Farrs Clabel 35-F241-578
Ookober 33, DM
Pagn3

In order o procew! Sxther, & Wi be necespy i purfom 3 jokst igpootion with
repseaatatives of the Ford Molor Compay. Az that tiss, The delwis Iaying oa the Seaw

mil s the xepowsion compeasiiils o i cxivaoind moil sxeniped sloag with & bag of ¥
cebwiy dox wat sougy wp ey underscath s wuck.  Ones & of the amlysis &
compistad. & fisal report will be Jasoed.

Aftor reviewing difs rapart i there s any qosstions, please 30 ok lewiisls i caninct owr
office. Wa will swalt your ficther nstuetions In this meiter,

Sineerely,
David A, Rakter P B, CFY,
Sexior Poject Engloers, Blochical

fam "
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4%033}
State Farm Insurance Companies |

17321 Prasion Foad

P.Q. Box 799014
December 1, 2003 Dait, TX Jea 788041

Fay - |BE8 257 -80TE

Pord Motor

Parklane Towsra West, Ste_. 400
3 Parklans Blvd

Dearborn, MI 4B12&

RE: Claim Number: ]

bate of Ioga: N3
our Insurexl:
Year/Make /Model :
VIN:

1rTRX17

Dear Ford Mgtor:

This vehicle was insursd by State Farm and involved in a
comprehenalve lopa. The claim astkled for $16,280.25, which
includes cur inaured’sa deductible,

our investigation eatablishes the caus= of lops was due ro
failure of the speed contrel deactivation awicch.

Enclcaed is our &uemntation. We will ratain the svidenca until
we conclide rthis matter with your conpany. You may contact me Eg
arrange for inspection of the wehicle.

Fleape conaider this notice ag our demand feor reimburssmemt .

edall - Team 40
gentative
(972} 732-4B42 Ext. £9

Btate Farm Mutual Autcmobile Insurance Company P

Enclogures

HOME OPRMICES:  BLODMEMGTON, ILEMOR 8 710-0001
PEM-B78 C D444



DEC-02-203 11:43  NOREN JOLLY P.C. i 743 237 EES  P.BLt

MICHAFKL B. JOLLY
ATTORNEY AT LAY
1INy PRETON, dh FLOGR
HIOALETON, TIEAD 7708
PRAHTIND YT AT

Dacamber 2, 2003
Via Fax: (713) S80-15688

Via Fmc (713) 04-0008

Via Fae {201) 3407001
Via Fec (858) 541-2170

p———

{?Wmmmmmmigummm;}
"o : ————

OFFCE {713) T~
FAX (1) 25780

mikaelyfReal comn
4

>

_owmr-mmmmmmm-.m
November 12, 2004, loonflon: MoAlan, T

Dear Counsal:

of firex

Ford F-150 druck, VIN 1FRTK1TL'NI-M| of firs:
mmmn:m

Wo ropreaery the above Individuels regarding lires which ariginatad In the front sl sogiee——
mumﬁm Thase vehicles arw avaBabia for your inapection immadiniely.

know mach of you plim ory ispacing twes vehiclas,
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P IUTHCTAL DISTRICT OOURT
VERSUE FARIZH OF RLAPFIDES
FORD MOTOR COMPANY STATE OF LOUISIANA

R R bl R o e e o i i o o i R el b e e R el B ik ik el Ak ke

EETIITON FOR DAMAGES

-

w foreign covportion mrikorized to do s doiety buineg in the Stae of Loisiane, rapatfelly
ECpomcTia:

Made defendant haewin f:
Ford Medir Cacipany, s Dcltvwin: copocstion inthorized todo tnd
e B
8550 United Plara Boulevard, Baton Rowgs, Louisisna 70809,

2.

Evefimncdoart | Hinbbe umbo petitiorier foy ihach. srim o i reasormbih in thi premises, togtther
with lagal Intecest thecoon froe date of jndicial demand unril paid in fall end sll covte of these
procesdings for the following reeme

. LS

Ou or shoot October 17, 2603, [N -~ned » 2000 Foxd Expedition SUTV

besring vebicte identification mmmber (VIN) tPMRI 7L2v1 [
4

On or sbout Ociober 17, 2003, axid 7063 Ford Expeditin S17Y wan properly parked and
unocrapied is s parkiag lot of S, v
fhe veliicle began to cunit sTkoke Trom the hood md then proceated 1o burxt e faney.

5
mzﬂﬂﬂaniE:padHiunwmdby_wnuuhmmdhyFuMMﬂnr
Campeny..

PEDA-278 ¢ pass

R




6
The zmokz and e which ked inidaed i under the bood eveotually eagulfed 1he entize
englia comparknent, which Ere resolted in the total Inas of the vehick.
2
The causn of the sbovs mentimed Fre was latort nd/oc biddwn memnfacturing defocts whick

ui.ncli.ﬂnﬁmunfpm'l-l_l.
B

Ford Motor Company = lishie amia petitiosss for sl damagen sel Sorlh baein ae e vehics
mwmhmﬂwhmummm
malfmelion or filure I 1he brake prusure’cruite costrol tol-of ] sotteh mesabing in d shove
daneyibed forw,

9

The 2000 Ford Empadition S17Y devisted In a muerisl way from mamabichonss
apecificytiman ¢ pecfrmance standerds and from cther yrhicles mamictoned by e defendant,
Fard Motor Company. The devistion consisied of defecis in the brake presmone/erolee control au-aff
wwich,

.

Fiord Ivtine Compay i nogligent by wray of proper mamubactoring wnd for seyembly of 1he

ik presowrafctuize cootrol co-odT swind
18

The defects i ihe brake procowwarusies comim| cot-off awitch are structural aod mackauieal
defocts and e dov to the oegllpiet wnufsctrs tod dexign of the smonobis, tesefors, ace
anvibubible & the manpdscheer, defendam, Ford Motar Company.

L2,
Asadiract result of the shove described fire, i veiicie was rondered atolal ks,
3.

Petitioncr shoses that i ixerrtified to compensation for ali pacuminny znd non-pecuniany lowes
aufTaned, an acvard for sinmney™s ooy, mnd mm adisdication: Vhat the Sefendaot i linbie for paymens
of &l cosm, weper] witnean feax, and all other expeazes,

PESI-875 C DA4E

e



14.

tall imes pentioer heveic, R -
pokicy of insurame to || RN U rebicct vekicke and, 23 & result of much comracuml
cormenitere, | - :: <= o« behalf of
I -t s s the comerehenaive provisionts of maid inguraoot palicy, sid
st heing the fafr skt vabae of the vebicls Jem the deductible lox,
N « ococ Legally snd couvertionally subrogaied 10 the rights of
jts insured for the amount 3o pald. '

WHEREFORE, PETTTIONER PRAYS:

1. Dedomdant be: duly served with n copy of snd be duby ciled to mppenr
and gorwer thia petition; apd

P
rond=ed  hewin in foax of
]

remsonablz in 1he promises, wgather with Jogad mterest an 2l ;oms
from the detw of Jodkcial dermand. ootil paid i Foll, end all tosts of
thwmo proceedngpe

Raspeciiudly Submitied,

HUGHES & LAFLEUR.
{4 Professional Eaw Coponacinn}

BY: m—r——
A R1)
Sireet
Pont Ofbees Box 1031
Almmndris, Louislans 71309-1811
1E) 4434050

ATTOBMEYS FOR PLAINTIEF
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Dariil & Hoghes Talrphsae (19 +-410
Pl M. Laller Facsimlls (513 409091
Jaltray 5. lngrem

_Ma. Shawn Norton

Ford Motor Company

3 Parkiand Blvd., Suite 400
Dearbom, Michigan 48126

Re:  Your Clalm Number: Unknown b EJULZ?E-W‘ CQ %L(

Date of Loss: October 17, 200
Our Client:

Stase Faem Inouread
Cher File Mumber:

Dear Ms. Norton:

hmmmwﬁmhqﬂyufﬂwﬁ.ﬂﬂ.phuemwmnf -

photographs of the subject vehicle. The file materinls forwarded to me not comtail !
copies of sy documentation detailing the service bistory of the subject vehicle; bowever, 1 have ;

. writtan to the insured end requested seme and will forwird any documentation I recelve o your :
Attestion UG My receipt.

Pleans feel free to contact me should have any further questions at this time_

Yours very truly,

W

HUGHES & LAFLEUR
(A Professional Law Corporation)

BY: ¢l | —
' SYNGRAM

JSLizam

Erclomires
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11 FHENETON
SIITTE 408
POST OFFICE BOZ 15
ALNTANTRRTA, LOUVIIAMA 71368 18Y

Durld A Kl . - mi.n—mmﬂw ;
Pai M. Lasiax S T :
v m— {A{ .I
_ . 49k 05k
FumdMutntCompnn;!.r :
3 Parkiand Blvd., Smgﬁdu: PRASEITET WA 9 4 T.III .

Re:  Your Cleime Number: Unlmmm

Date of Loas: har 1
Cur Client:

Stats Farm -

Our File Nomber:

M- R — .
- g LI

Dear Ma. Norion:
. Wohave boen retained by to protect its
.. ‘snbrogation intarests which hxve arisen as a result of & vehicle fire mﬂmbnrl'?,

2003, at Tioga, Rapides Parish, Louisiens. The fire consumed a

mﬁd@ammmpmvmmammtmmﬂ- Itis
my undersianding that Ford Motor Company has previogsly been put on potice of the snhrogation
clatm of il and also been provided full eupporting docamentation of the mmount of same.

Msmmmmhhw representstive: of Ford Motar
Company to contact this office st your eardiegt convenience o that we may discons our pespective
positions. Although it remsaing our hope ihat thie matter may be resobved mmicably without the need
for formz] imtruxion into (he process of liligation, we mre prepared to institste: formal legnl
‘pwooeadinge if forcad to do a0,

Thank you in advanos for your courtesy and prospt attention, and I will look forward to
hesring froct you al YOUT Cotvenasncs,

Yows very truly,

2
oy
@
T

HUGI{ES&I.AFLEUR

PEQ-S7E C BABA



Buto Subrogation Team
P,O0. Box 113
Maxrch 11, 2004 ?EEEEEIIL!-IEQ;H'HE“
Fax 1-300-736-4052
Ford Motar Company
Hanaqur Prodoet Claims Dept.
Mr. Howard E Kays
FParklane Towar Woat
3 Parklahwe Blvd, Suite 400
Daarborn, NT 485126

- KE: Clalm Rumbar: _
Date of Load:
our Insorsds

Dear Mr. Kayd:

This Stata surad’s wahiclae, 2000 Frord Expadition VIN
IPMBRULTL2 wap involved in & loas dus to slectrical
ovarhbeating. We mattlsd a claim with oor insurad in the amount
of $21,970.75, which lpcludss our insured s deductibls.

Cur investigation reavealed tha cages of tha loss was doa Lo the
follcaring: elaectrical overheating of the brake pressure/cruiee
contral cuotoff aviteh.

Encloasd ia tha documentatlion of Bfats Farm's claim. We ara

. holding the vehicla nntil we have concluded our claim with your
CampAnY. Yol ioay contact me at the phone nombar below to maka
arranqements to inepact the wahiels.

Please conpidar this letter as our demand to Ford Hotor Company

for reimbumresmant of £231,9%78.75.
o™
0
wﬁ‘?ﬁ \W¢

BONE OPFICES: BLOONTMGTON, ILLINOIS 61710

PE4-OTE C 483
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Paga 2
March 11, 2004

In order to asalpt you in svaluating and processing the
sibrogation claiwm we ars oeserting, wa may provics noopablic
pursapal information sbout our costoper. We are mharing thie
Informaticn to affect, adminisier, or sofcrce a transaction
authorized by the conpomer. Howewar, you are nelther authorizad
nor parmitted tes (1) usa tha costomer information we provide for
any purpeee other thaen to evaluats and process the subrogation
cladm, ar (2) disclope or share the custcmer informetiocn wa
provida [cr any purposs other than to evaluate and process tha
subrogaticn claim.

Hincaraly,

clain Handlar
Bl -448-4587 Team 20

o

T
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ATVATE FARM FIRE AND CABUALTY COMPANY
STATE FARM MATTUAL AITOMCELE FSURANGE GOMPANT
STATE FARM GOUNTY MUTUAL INGURANGE COMPANY CIF TEXAS Barcode Only

o=0n

Claim MNumbar 13080397

AFFIDAVIT OF VEHICLE FIRE {All Cusstiors Musl Bs Compleied in ink)

N ———
]

2. patsotAim 10~ 11~ 005 Tima___ 00 a A.u.}f PM.

Make of Vehice _ D1, Yaur 3008 Model B4 peditiondndy Type _ - DOOT _ Galor 3.
vmmJEﬂE:uﬂIé\i-mmFW#_

Cartificats of Tiks # tinane, why?
Numbar of cyindors___ O MP.or CJ. or Lier_2-Y Odometar rasding = =+0°C

Yna vehicle loched? ﬁ‘r‘n ONe  Wem windows miled up? (A Yes I Na

Yhen ¢kl you fant soa your vahicle?  Daia (B -1 1-0% Time ‘oo na.uﬂPM
s \ocation whare valicle bomed 13 Elemendaru
pacific e v _%v )

Reasan wehicle was lafl ot this locaion

Hmnﬂlddlmdpumnﬂnhﬂwhlimbﬂdm E"E
B ‘e Dy o u-e :

Whan was the e fhaeoverad? Deis 10 -11-G8 Twa___ 100 DA Mirm

Wi rhade the dlscovery? SOOI et dniving, by Sew Smekl. :

When was e reporied o e cepartmeri? Daie_ 10-11-0D  vma_ 1305 Dam Bru h

Name and Locetion of Fire Station " '

Deacriba Svm (whnra, color of amoke, cuse);

Was vehicle being tven? O Yes ﬁuu Dascriba axclty what happanad prio ta nolicng smoke.

or fm (mleciricel or machanical mathunction: '
Wars you mirying a contalnar of flammabie Squkd in Sha vahicle gt tha me of fre? 0 Yes ﬁ"ﬂ ﬁEGElVED

M5TTZ1 Fey. 08182002 P
- 0CT 3 0 2003
SHREVFPN:

FEQN-878 ¢ BIST



u

» Nane and sddress off service cetiolhiraraga:
mmmmmw i MhdeiHEﬁ :

1081 121 . . 03-18-2000 - - gkl §

Hyss, give po ofBgud - ) , ATyt , sizw arxd
type of comtainer 5 loction. & container af time of fire
Did you smel] smoke o saa Rames Bral? (ATH]

Heve you hed simiar problene prior i fe? O Yea ﬁ.Nu i yes, expiain

Hoe vohick bean damagad during the past thres yeara? 3 Yes ﬁﬂu I sm2, ghvm jocation
. Iype of damags -, mmaint of damege § , and dats
Wire repais made? (1 Yes *H: ClPartiadl 4 wo, wers they complebad? [J Yee  C1 No

Who made ths repeirs? i}
Name arxi addness of instmnce company wha pald cfaim daregss, K ar

Any other claima in fhe kst three pears on this or srw ather auto? m ﬁhh
ATy other vahiclay in your housghaut? £1Yes CF No

Nama of imurancs campeny @nd sent on olar vehides Mﬂ}lﬁhﬂh Sal Fonm
Your pricr insuranoo company and agani
Any homeowners caima within the past 8 months with Stvis Farm? 0 Yes O ho
With ey othar carmar?

Yeiicle Equipmant {Check K vehicle had any of the follgwing)

?m PowsrStowr  JVIMRoof  B¥DrusaContml  Tres smission:
AWUF I Power Brakes [T Tinked Glaas Compact Disc [ Wiw M
& Gtereo MPowertoce [CIMegWheels ] SunMoon Rood [T Radial O Swendard
O Tape Deck Powsr Windows [ T-Tops O spactal O Conzola
B Al Cond. GPowsr Sesiy  [3 Tt Etescing Whaal 03 AuloStick
& e
£] CB Radio Type Cont § Dats hsmlad
O Purchaesd From -
. Vethicls Corciition
Other distingliahing fsabmax {Cehls, decsls
tralar hich, Jntericr, stc).
Print O Fer D Good B Excolent
Tronsmisgion O Far 3 Good
Engire  COIFsr O Good B¥Excelont
Body O For 0 Good B Excobant




- rEen -

- | i...a.__-.-____._ T . - . "-.
mmmwm?mmwmmw ~T - 50D
8. MHM_M_&E@Q_______%‘ 1 timad Purchans Price §,__ 30,000

Treda-in

Solur Goniemusvicun Nammn s Acivoon__ 160N UopWins  Bulo BEPLE_{)C_

How did you learm the: car waa for sale?

Hew was tha cir pakd kar? [F Cash 0 Check

P narced, nee mnd kross ot fremcacompary___ 1010 Miplor Qyedid
P.o. Boy ppaoet  Frankkin TN =10ud-q007

Accourt # DOOOCOZWH 25 J1s)  Bakence Due $_15, 458, T 1ran Tam_ Moniha
hmiplltMﬂ‘l’n#Nn How Lorng?
Mluj:hmmmdun?ﬁmﬂﬂn grilbonkeyd_ __ _  _ Trunkkey #
mmmmmmm?n'runr;h Pollcyé
Narna of lnsranes company,

Whaa thia s etk wreck? [ Yea ﬁun o yam, nama of ebuiicer

Wan 1 8 recvered Soft? I Yoa P Mo Wyns, cate ot theft
7. Amount far which you am maldng clalm §

LR mummhﬂMMbhhﬂﬂmmmmﬁﬁu B Ne

STy et ik Inobiingly presnis & felibe or Srtcelibd kit for faigrreint of of fous & Dl or Ewingly prederts el informylion in = seplcytion
fiov lnenmrnrion i guilty of & oriens ssd Beay e subiect 10 civil ines awd wimina! pasalites, .

15142t Rav. 05182002 mﬂﬂﬁ“@m‘ _

FEDa-ATE C 8450
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F-INGD VEH GAUGHT FIRE

A-313

C-DPENED 212 AND 501, SENT RENTAL LETTEA. SPOKE TG MA INSD. HE STATED THAT
MAS IN3D PARKED VEH AROUND 7AM AT POE. PERSON PASIING BY ADVIBEL VEH ON FIRE.
EXTENSIVE DAMAGE. MO REGENT PROBS WITH VEH--ND REGENT WORK DONE. HE IE
UMBSURE WHAT EXACTLY CALUGHT ON FIRE. ADVISED PART THAT MALFIMCTICNED IS NOT
COVERED. SYSTEM SENT CHASH. AIVISED [ AND A25. BOES HOT MEED RENTAL AT THIS
TIME. REMESTED INSPECTION

EERT.L o T e

T T m———ma e

T TR
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3470 e Balty Drine

e 30
0 Hamon Texu FHIT 7058
SR AMGERAES fydeoc |

R0 40060 Hn)
Tha Fralet Brayp, Iec. 30217909 ok )
orrnrt N Da gy sac kel
WL [ T L]

- e o

REPORT OF FINDINGS
cu o I :

oo S
200

Prepared for:

STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANY
1915 EAST 70th
SHREVEPORY, LOUISIANA 71105

€

-y

Randy Calkson, ASE, CFEL, CVFI
Project Manager

January 20, 2004 ProNet Fie No. 7199
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L. INTRODUCTION

On October 172, 2003, a fire occurred Involving 2 Ford vehicle. On December 16, 2007,
The Prolet Group, Inc., was retalned by Ms. Janet Sanders of State Farm Insurance
Company Lo inspect the vehicke, evaluate the damage, and determine the origin and
causé of the fire,

On December 23, 2003, Randy Calllson of The ProNet Group Inspacted the vehicle at
Co-Part Salvage Yard, located at 21595 Greenwedl Springs Road, Greenwell Springs,
Lowislana, During thls vislt, the vehlde wes visualy observed and photographs were
taken to document aur cbservatfons. The observations described and pictured In this
report 2re represeritative of the conditions observed during owr visit.  This report will
not reflect all condiions In and argund the vehide, but wil demonstrate typical
conditions observed, All photographs are avallable for neview.,

11. BASIS OF REPORT
This repart Is based on the following:
1.  Inspection of the vehicle.
2.  Research of the National Highway Treffic Safety Adminisiration (NHTSA)

records to Idemtify any praliminary evaluations, engineering analyses, or
mecalls an 2000 Ford Expedition vehides,

Jammry 24, 2004 Pege 3 Prohiet File No. 7199
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3 Research of Mitchell Repalr Information Co., LLC (Mitchef-on-Demand)
reconds relatdng to the cruise eontrol drcuit on 2000 Ford Expedition
vehicies.

4. Review of the Flre Inddent Report (see Attachiment A).

5. Information and observations as noted in this report.

'I'Iﬂs-reput is based upon information avaiisble to us at this ime, and is not necessarily
final. Should additlonal information be presented or discovered, we reserve the right ko
review and, I necessary, revise this report anxf our conclsions in light of that
Information.

HI. CONCLUSION

Based on our observations and Aindings as noted in this report, It Is our opinion that the
2000 Ford Expediton vehide fire ortgl_n_;a_ﬂliﬂil_n the englne compartment and was caused
by electrical overheating of the brake pressureferulse control cutolf switch.

_-F"'--_ =

V. DISCUSSION

INTERVIEW

mmmmmmemnfuumue,-mmmamm
following Information was obtalned:

1. Onthe day of the loss, she drove to work and parked the vehide.

PEB4-BTS ¢ PATH
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2.  5he was working outslde duty when a co-worker informed her that her
vehide was on fire.

3. Smoke and flames were seen coming from under the hood.
4, The vehicle was locked and all windows were up.
. 5. Other than regular oll changes, no recent repairs have been perfarmed,
6.  She has not had any problems with the cruise control or brake lights.
7. There are no aftarmarket compenents on the vehicke,
YEHICLE DESCRIPTTION

The vehicle was Identified as a white five door 2000 Ford Expedition bearing Vehicke
dertification No. 1FMRU 7 2v [0 Co-Pact No. 9440323,

EXTERIOR INGPECTION

Our exterior inspection of the vehicle revealed a bum pattern consistent with 2 fire that
originated In the engine compartment. Specifically:

1.  The upper edge of the right front Fender adjecent to Hie hood was vold of
paint.

2.  The left front ferdier was vold of paint with the exception of the rear vertical
edga.

PERM-8TH C 9ATS
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3. The Ieft front tire was deflated and had evidence of bum to the Inboard
sidewall.

4, The right front headlamp was bumed across 70 percent of its exterior
surfare.  The laft front headlamp was slighty melted across the edge |
adjacent to the grill. '

5: The grill was consumed and the center third sectioh of the frant bumper trim
wias melted.

6. The hood was vold of palnt and consumed leaving only the right and Front
third section and the left edge; this appeared as a somewhat circular bum
pattem,

7. The left half of the windshleld had shattered and burned outward across the

. botvom edge.
ENGINE COMPARTMENT

Qur inspection of the engine compartment revealed an Intense lower o upper level .’"
bumn pattermn that was more Intense 1n the lkeft rear third section of the compartment

Specifically:
1. The battery locted (n the left rear third sectlon had exterior surface bum, a i
- meked case, and no evidence of aftermarket electricat wiring. P

2. The right elettricl bulkhead connector was intact and the et bulidead
connechor had evidence of exterior surface bum.

3. The right valve cver was intact and the left had exterior surface bum. . —

. Janwery 20, 2004 Page 6 ProNet File No. 7199



10.

11,

The alr fitter and housing located in the left front third section of the
compartment was consumed,

The fan shroud was consumed with the exception of the right lower and
beitomn edges.

The fuel supply and return hoses were connected to the lines and frel rils,
One of the fuel hoses had separated.

The upper radiator hose was partially consumed ard the lower hose exhibited
evidence of sixface bum, The plastic cooling fan blades were melted In a
iight to left direction.

The serpentine beft was partially consumed, the most Intense burn to the belt
was observed on ihe left side of the englne.

The power steering fluld reservoir was partially consumed exhibiting a more
intense bum across s left rearwand face,

The brake mester reservolr was consumed and the master cyiinder showed
signs of melking.

The power distribution center had evidence of intense bumn adijacent o the
front third section of the brake master cyinder. One relay located ot the
right frort comer of the center (directly adiacent b the brake pressure
switch/crufse controd Cutoff switch) exhibited evidence of Intepse bumn. There
was no visible evidence of electrical short-circulting. N further inspection of
the distribution center was performed.

PEQA-E78 C 2477
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12. The rear upper edge of the brake EHQU (eleciro hydrauke control umit)
iocated directly below the front edge of the master had evidence of Intense
burn.

13. The crulse control serva loceted directly forward of the power distribution
canter axhibited evidence of intense bum to the electrical components.

14. The brake pressure switch o cruise controd cutoff switch located on the top
face front third section of the master cylinder had evidence of intense burn.
The electrical connectors {2) were missing. The electrical wires (2) For the
switch were vold of thelr Insulation and the elecirical connectors were
missing.
No further Inspection or testing was performed In ordar to preserve the evidence.
PASSENGER COMPARTMENT

Our Inspection of the passenger compartment revealed a bum patbern conslstent with a
Are that artginated in the engine comparbment. Spedficaily:

1.  The leading edge of the headliner was shightly burmed.

2. The top face of the dash pad was bumed across its exterior susface adjacent
to the windshiekl defrost vent. The interlor of the defrost vent had eviience
of a significant amaunt of burn.

3. The left front flocrboard adjacent to the foot pedals had fak down debyis.

- 4, The firewall 2ccess hole seal above and bo the right of the steering shaft seal
was consumed and exhibited evidence of 3 moderate amount of bum to the

January 20, 2004 Page 8§ Praotet Fle No. 7199
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adiacent components. This area |5 located directly below the dash vent
previously described.  Furthermore, this Is the location where the fe

propagated Into the passenger compartment.

5. Fuse No. 13 a 20 amp and fuse No. 14 a 15 amp were blown. Aftermarket
wiring was routed to fuse Nes. 4 and 30, and there wes no evidence of an
electrical shork circuit. The aftermarket wiring muted to a celiular phone base
ocated under the left front bucket seat. This electrical winng was also fused
{protected) with 3 - 2A fuses. These fuses did not exhibit any evidence of
failure.

Mo further Inspection or testing was performed in order to preserve the evidence.
RECALLS

We searched the National Highway Trafflc Safety Administration (NHTSA) database (o
Identify any predlminary evaluatlons, engineering analyses, or recalls on 2000 Ford
Expedition vehides relating to electrical fires Invoiving brake pressure/oruise control
cutoft switches.,

A search of thelr records, as well as technical service bulletins, did not Indicate any
problems relating to brake pressure/cruise control cutoff switch fallures resulting In
engine compartment fires within 2000 Ford Expedition vehides at this ime. However,
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is currently investigating brake
pressure/crulse control cutoff switch fallures involving other Ford vehicles,

SMMARY

In summary, this 2000 Ford Expedition vehicle fire originated In the engine
compartment and was caused by electrical overheating, Spedfically, the bum patterns

Janwary 20, 2004 " page 9 ProNet Flle No. 7199
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observed to the power distribution center, power steering Mdd reservolr, cruise control
serva and the brake EHCU (electmy hydraulic control unit} place the orgin of the fire In
the area of the brake pressune/crulse contrel cuted switch, The brake pressure/onulse
contyol cutoff switch exhibited evidence of the most Itense bum of all electrical
tomponents in the fire area of orgin. The birake pressureftruise control cutoff switch 1s
supplied battery voltage at all imes and the dreudt Is protectad by fuse No. 13 a 20
amp fuse, which had biown. '

- e

RECOMMENDATIONS

" We recomymend that the 2000 Ford Expedition vehide be retained, secured arxd .
protected reqariing any further testing or inspection by other interested parties, We ;
also reserve the right ta be present and cbserve any and all Inspections ar tasting of i
the Ford vehicte by any other concernead partles.

Jaruary 20, 2004 Page 10 Profet Flie No. 7109
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