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MATTER # 1132050 

FILE TYPE Litigation Lawsuit 

FILE NAME 

CAIR #  

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

11/27/2002 

DATE OF NOTICE 08/04/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 3D7KA28643

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

Laguna Park, TX  

COURT 66th Judicial District Court of Hill County, Texas 

DOCKET # 

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he placed his vehicle in park while at an 
auto parts store parking lot when, with the engine running, the vehicle 
allegedly accelerated in the “reverse” position, injuring passenger 

hen it headed toward the street and collided with 
 

INJURIES : Soft Tissue - Neck - head and neck stiffness 

Soft Tissue - Knee - bilateral knee soreness 

 Abrasions - Rib - bruising of the left rib cage 

 Soft Tissue - Head - head and neck stiffness 

: Other - Muscle - Strained muscles. 

FATALITIES 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of eyewitnesses, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle and the accident scene, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes 
that the operator exited the vehicle with the shift lever in selected or 
indicated “reverse” position with the engine running.  The vehicle 
lingered and then began to move rearward, causing some bruising to 
passenger  



DRAFT 
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MATTER # 1139832 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

01/26/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 02/18/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 3D7KA28C44

MILEAGE 1,000 

OWNER 

Sonora, TX 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Idling vehicle allegedly jumped into reverse and backed over owner 

DESCRIPTION Wife of owner described incident in which their vehicle allegedly 
jumped into “reverse” and ran over the owner.  was 
unloading feed at their farm and slammed the re  which time 
the vehicle allegedly reversed and ran him down, pinning him to the 
barn.     

INJURIES  Fractures – Rib - 14 broken ribs 

: Fractures - Arm - broken 

: Other - Lung – collapsed 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
inspection of the accident vehicle and the accident scene, 
DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle operates as 
intended such that if the shift lever is placed in the “park” gate, it will 
remain there until intentionally removed.  DaimlerChrysler Corporation 
is unable to provide further analysis at this time due to insufficient 
information. 
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MATTER # 1137777 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

11/20/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 12/16/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2001 Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 

VIN 3B7KF23671G

MILEAGE 46,000 

OWNER 

Elmira, OR  

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park: Owner alleges the vehicle 
jumped into reverse. 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that he exited his vehicle while it was running and in 
the park position to load a large barrel into the pickup bed.  Owner 
further alleges that he then went inside of a building and when he 
returned, his vehicle had allegedly jumped into reverse, rolled across 
the lot and hit a small wood pump building.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1134002 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

DATE OF NOTICE 09/05/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2002 Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 

VIN 3B7KF23652

MILEAGE 23,736 

OWNER 

 

Alvin, TX

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner claims that he drove up on an incline with a 5000 lb. trailer 
attached to his vehicle and stopped, placed the vehicle in park, and 
exited the truck with the engine running.  When the owner returned to 
the vehicle, it had rolled backwards and jackknifed the trailer at the 
bottom of the incline. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 

 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1138481 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

01/07/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 01/13/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2002 Dodge Ram 2500  Reg Cab 

VIN 3B7KF26CX2

MILEAGE 55,981  

OWNER 

 

Cosby, TN

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Emergency brake allegedly disengaged, allowing vehicle to roll back 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that he stopped his vehicle on a hill to jump the battery 
of another vehicle, set the parking brake, exited the vehicle with the 
engine running, released the hood and went to the back of the truck 
to get jumper cables, when the park brake released and his vehicle 
rolled forward about four feet striking a piece of heavy equipment and 
damaging the front end and radiator of his vehicle.   

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1117736 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

04/28/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/15/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2002 Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 

VIN 3B7KF23672

MILEAGE 25,907 

OWNER 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle unintentionally moved with parking brake engaged 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges was parked in the driveway with the engine running 
and the parking brake set.  Owner alleges the parking brake did not 
hold vehicle , which rolled causing damage. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS  



 

 

 
MATTER # 1137309 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 12/02/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2001 Dodge Ram 3500  Reg Cab 

VIN 3B7MF36611

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

Haverhill, MA 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he drove vehicle to a client’s house, pulled into the 
driveway, placed vehicle in Park, left engine running without setting 
parking brake, and exited the vehicle a few minutes later to walk to 
the front door.  While he was ringing the doorbell, he heard a bang, 
and witnesses told him that the vehicle backed out of the driveway, 
did a sharp u-turn and hit a tree.                                               

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1133773 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 08/28/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2001 Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 

VIN 1B7KF236X1

MILEAGE 52,905 

OWNER 

Riverton, U

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he parked his truck, applied the parking brake, and 
started to load his Bobcat skidder onto a trailer attached to the truck.  
As he reached the top of the loading ramp, the weight of the Bobcat 
raised the rear wheels of the truck up, which he states always 
happened to him during the loading process, and at that point, the 
truck started to move down the incline.  Owner was unable to stop the 
truck before it went over an embankment and down a steep slope, 
causing damage to the shell and bed of the truck. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1129798 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

04/30/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 06/17/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2002 Dodge Ram 2500  Reg Cab 

VIN 3B7KF26612

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Allegation that a parked vehicle backed into a gate.  Unknown if 
engine was running. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS  

 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1140951 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

01/08/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 03/19/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2001 Dodge Ram 3500 Quad Cab 

VIN 1B7MC3366

MILEAGE 55,429  

OWNER 

Peoria, AZ 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner claims his transmission jumped from park to reverse and the 
vehicle ran over him causing injuries and eventually ending up in a 
river.  Unclear if engine was running. 

INJURIES L.: Shoulder – bruises 

L.: Leg - bruises 

L.: Wrist - broken right wrist 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 
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MATTER # 1130077 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

06/16/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 06/19/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 1D7HA18N43

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Transmission allegedly jumped out of park into reverse 

DESCRIPTION Allegation that the vehicle jumped out of park into reverse and rolled 
into two other vehicles.  It is unknown whether the engine was 
running. 

INJURIES None  

FATALITIES None  

ANALYSIS Unable to provide an analysis at this time due to insufficient 
information. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1128453 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

06/03/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 06/03/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 1D7HA18Z93

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

Scottsdale, AZ

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Parked, running vehicle allegedly shifted into reverse 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges his son left the vehicle running and went to retrieve 
mail from the mailbox.  The son alleges he heard a noise and the 
vehicle reversed past him, hitting the mailbox and stopping against a 
fence. 

INJURIES None  

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1122666 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

04/24/03 

DATE OF NOTICE 05/13/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 1D7HA18D13

MILEAGE 6,918 

OWNER 

Sebastian, F

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges his transmission was engaged in park, he moved to the 
rear of the vehicle with the motor running, and the transmission came 
out of park, causing the vehicle to move backward. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1132596 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME  

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

06/25/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 08/14/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 1500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 1D7HU18N93

MILEAGE 5,270 

OWNER 

Jersey City, N

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that vehicle disengaged out of Park, after it had been 
parked on a decline for four hours, and rolled backwards down a hill 
into a pole, denting the rear bumper.  It is unclear whether the engine 
was on at the time of the incident. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 
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MATTER # 1137428 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

11/29/03 

DATE OF NOTICE 12/04/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D3KU28C64

MILEAGE 6,134 

OWNER 

Whippany, NJ

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park: Owner alleges slip from 
park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that he pulled over to talk with his wife.  He claims that 
he placed the vehicle in park, left the vehicle running, exited the 
vehicle, did not engage the parking brake, and the vehicle rolled down 
a hill into reverse and hit another vehicle. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1141694 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

04/08/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/14/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7LU38C54

MILEAGE 4,500 

OWNER 

Fairplay, CO

COURT 

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park: Owner claims the 
transmission shifted into “Reverse” 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he stopped along the roadway to assist another 
motorist involved in a roll over accident.  The owner and his wife 
exited their truck, left the engine running and the shifter allegedly in 
park.  Owner claims the truck then began to move backwards, about 
200 feet, striking his wife with the open driver's side door.  Before the 
owner could catch up with he moving vehicle, the door “brushed 
along” the other motorist’s vehicle that had originally rolled over.   

INJURIES  Bruising – Leg  

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1143331 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

05/19/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 05/21/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C24

MILEAGE 2,176 

OWNER 

Woodstock, MN 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Leasing company claims vehicle jumped from park to reverse and 
rolled backwards.  It is unclear whether the vehicle was running at the 
time of the incident. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Unable to provide an analysis at this time due to insufficient 
information. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1137143 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

11/15/03 

DATE OF NOTICE 11/25/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C23G

MILEAGE 1,000 

OWNER 

Milford, DE 

COURT 

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle allegedly came out of park into reverse while running with no 
driver in the vehicle 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that he put his vehicle into park, left the front door 
open, exited the vehicle to do some work on the chicken house, when 
the vehicle started to go rearward and hit a pole. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1136391 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

10/28/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 11/04/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C03

MILEAGE 9,500 

OWNER 

Cottonport, LA  

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle inadvertently jumped out of park and into reverse 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that on one occasion he stopped his truck, left it 
running, exited the vehicle, and it rolled backwards.  He was able to 
jump in and stop it.  Owner states that this happened a second time 
and vehicle backed into a fence damaging the tailgate and the fence.  

INJURIES  

FATALITIES  

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1133971 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

09/03 

DATE OF NOTICE 09/03/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C53

MILEAGE 12,747 

OWNER 

Springboro, OH 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park: Owner alleges vehicle 
jumped out of park into reverse 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he pulled straight into a parking spot that was on a 
downhill slant, put the shift lever into park, and exited the vehicle with 
the engine running.  Owner claims that while in line in the store, he 
heard a crash and that his vehicle had allegedly backed up a hill by 
itself and collided with another vehicle. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1133095 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

08/06/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 08/21/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28CX3

MILEAGE 12,854 

OWNER 

Great Falls, M

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he was in parking lot, exited the vehicle with the engine 
running, began unloading things from the vehicle, and the vehicle 
started to roll backwards, eventually striking another vehicle and a 
fence. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1135854 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 10/21/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7LU38C44

MILEAGE 3,699 

OWNER 

Hudson, FL

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle allegedly shifted from park to reverse by itself with the engine 
running 

DESCRIPTION Owner claims she stopped to see her brother-in-law, pulled into his 
circular driveway, left the motor running, went inside for a short time, 
and a neighbor came to the door to say that the vehicle was across 
the road in a ditch.  Owner alleges the vehicle went into reverse by 
itself, backed into a utility pole, and damaged the quarter panel, 
bumper, and tailgate.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 

 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1130709 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 07/08/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28693

MILEAGE 11,930 

OWNER 

Crowley, T

(817) 297-2824 

(817) 980-2583 - cell 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner claims his vehicle moved rearward with the transmission in the 
“park” mode.  At the time, the owner had his boat hooked up to the 
truck, which jack knifed, damaging the side of the truck. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1130197 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME   

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 06/24/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 3D7KA28C73

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that the vehicle went out of park into reverse and hit 
an 18 wheeler.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None  

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1129745 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

06/05/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 06/16/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28603

MILEAGE 11,059 

OWNER 

Bonita, LA

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle allegedly jumped out of gear 

DESCRIPTION Owner claims he parked his vehicle on level concrete, left the motor 
running, and exited the vehicle with the shift lever allegedly in park.  
He was in the store for about 10 minutes and when he returned, the 
truck had backed up across the street and into some protective sign 
posts, damaging the rear bumper and scraping the quarter panel.  
Owner believes the shift lever was in reverse when he returned to the 
vehicle. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1135859 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 10/21/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 St Reg Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU26C73

MILEAGE 1,273 

OWNER 

Boulder, CO 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Customer claims that the vehicle jumped out of park into reverse while 
the engine was running when he went to retrieve mail from the mail 
box, causing minor body damage to the bumper of the vehicle.   

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1141022 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

03/17/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 03/23/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x2 

VIN 3D7KA28693

MILEAGE 95,114 

OWNER 

Baytown, TX 

COURT 

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park; Vehicle allegedly jumped out of 
gear 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges she was a passenger in her vehicle, stopped at a red 
light, put the vehicle in Park to go through some papers with the 
driver, and the vehicle suddenly jerked back into the vehicle behind 
them, causing vehicular damage and injury to the driver behind. 

INJURIES  Unknown  

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1139268 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

02/03/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 02/04/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C53

MILEAGE 11,734 

OWNER 

Chestertown, NY  

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park; Allegedly jumps out of gear 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that his vehicle jumped out of park while he was behind 
it and ran over his foot.  

INJURIES Feet - broken foot 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1139499 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

02/09/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 02/10/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7MU48C64

MILEAGE 6,694 

OWNER . 

Silva, MO 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park; Allegedly jumps out of gear/park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that twice he had his truck in park with the engine 
running and it jumped out of park into reverse and rolled backwards.  
The first time, owner completed filling up his vehicle with gas, pulled 
up the front to pay, exited the vehicle with the engine running, and 
the truck allegedly jumped out of park, rolled backwards and damaged 
the rear bumper and fender.  The second time, owner pulled up to a 
gate at the entrance of his property and put the shift lever in park, got 
out with the engine running to open the gate, and the truck allegedly 
starting rolling backwards.  Owner ran after it, reached in, and was 
able to press the brake with his hand. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 

 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1130680 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

06/15/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 07/08/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7MU48693G

MILEAGE 7,943 

OWNER 

Monticello, WI

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle allegedly rolled out of park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges vehicle jumped out of park and rolled down an incline 
causing damage to the vehicle. 

INJURIES None  

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1141586 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME  

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

03/25/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/08/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU286X3

MILEAGE 36,000 

OWNER 

Monte Vista, CO

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Sudden acceleration 

DESCRIPTION Owner’s wife alleges she went to pull out of a parking space, but the 
vehicle did not go into drive and rather accelerated into reverse, 
causing owner to hit a tree.  Owner claims she tried the brakes but 
they did not work well because everything happened so fast.  Owner 
stated she went to put the vehicle in drive again for the second time 
and the vehicle did not engage in drive, but rather reverse again, 
causing owner to mow down several fence post before being stopped 
by a steel building.      

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the operator had 
her foot on the accelerator thinking she had her foot on the brake, 
causing the vehicle to move. 

 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1135723 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR #  

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

10/10/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 10/16/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C94G

MILEAGE 3,187 

OWNER  

Eugene, OR

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that he had gone to a neighbor's house to inquire about 
something and left his vehicle running in park.  As his son was exiting 
the vehicle, the vehicle allegedly started moving backwards.  The 
passenger door struck another parked vehicle and damaged the front 
fender and the passenger door on his vehicle.  The parking brake was 
not set and the vehicle was parked on a level surface.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1136750 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

11/07/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 11/13/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C93G

MILEAGE 8,818 

OWNER 

Mohawk, NY

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he parked his vehicle on an upward incline, placed it in 
park, left the vehicle running without applying the parking brake, and 
the vehicle allegedly shifted into reverse on its own and rolled back 
into a parked vehicle.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1135934 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

10/17/03 

DATE OF NOTICE 10/22/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D3KU28C63

MILEAGE 8,791 

OWNER  

Hillsdale, NJ  

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he parked his vehicle outside a store and left the 
engine running.  When he came back out from the store, his vehicle 
had rolled backward across the parking lot and hit a poll.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1134211 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

8/31/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 09/11/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C43

MILEAGE 7,916 

OWNER 

Horicon, W

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he was towing boat and trailer to go fishing.  He 
stopped at a liquor store to get some ice, parked, left the engine 
running, did not apply the parking brake, and went into the store.  
When he came out, he found that the truck had rolled back and 
jackknifed into the boat trailer damaging the left side of his truck. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner and evaluation of the accident vehicle, 
DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle operated as 
designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that would have 
contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1140284 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

02/26/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 03/02/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28CX3

MILEAGE 9,050 

OWNER 

Delta, OH 

cell 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that he parked at a bank, left the engine running, and 
went in.  Owner alleges that the vehicle jumped from park to reverse, 
rolled from the bank's parking lot, hit a sign and a utility pole, and 
came to rest in the street.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1141742 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

04/14/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/15/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Reg Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7MU46673

MILEAGE 18,466 

OWNER 

Cedar Rapids, IA

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges his vehicle jumped out of gear from park to reverse 
while the engine was running and the vehicle was unattended. Both 
the vehicle and the trailer it was parked in front of were damaged.   

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1143274 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

05/17/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 05/20/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C14G

MILEAGE 6,056 

OWNER 

Johnstown, CO 

COURT 

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Vehicle allegedly jumps out of Gear/Park 

DESCRIPTION Owner claims that vehicle “popped out of park” while the engine was 
running and rolled down an incline, striking another vehicle.  Owner 
states that the vehicle was not on an incline and when her returned to 
the vehicle, the shift lever was in reverse.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None  

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1131824 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

7/12/03 

DATE OF NOTICE 07/29/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7MU486X3

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

Kilgore, T

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges his truck jumped out of reverse and slid into a lake 
while the engine was running. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1141578 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

04/03/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/07/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 3500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7LU38C94

MILEAGE 3,104 

OWNER 

 

Rye, CO

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges vehicle was left running in what he thought to be park 
while shopping at a hardware store.  Owner claims he was in the store 
for no more than ten minutes when he looked out and saw the vehicle 
rolling backward, eventually striking another vehicle.                            

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None  

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1141005 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

03/18/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 03/22/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C64

MILEAGE 2,400 

OWNER 

Springfield, OR

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges his vehicle was in park and then went into reverse on 
its own.  Owner claims the vehicle was sitting in park when he got out 
to open the tailgate in order to put something in the back.  He then 
walked about 40 feet and turned around and the vehicle was coming 
at him.  The vehicle eventually hit a dumpster.  

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Unable to provide analysis due to insufficient information. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1119831 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

Unknown 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/25/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28663

MILEAGE 18,870 

OWNER 

 

Chesapeake, VA

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges that on more than one occasion he put the shift lever in 
the park position with the engine running, and the vehicle rolled 
backwards.  On one such occasion, the vehicle allegedly rolled 
backwards, crossing a parking lot, striking a tree, and causing damage 
to the right rear quarter panel. 

INJURIES None 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1139673 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR # 

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

02/12/2004 

DATE OF NOTICE 02/13/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2004 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Quad Cab 4x4 

VIN 3D7KU28C84

MILEAGE 6,000 

OWNER 

. 

Scio, OR

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he took the vehicle to a gas station, placed the shift 
lever in park, did not set parking brake, and left the engine running 
while he went inside.  When he looked outside, his vehicle was 
moving backwards and rear ended a dump truck.  

INJURIES  Unknown 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of the owner, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes that the vehicle 
operated as designed and that no manufacturing defect existed that 
would have contributed to the incident as alleged. 

 



PE04-039  

CHRYSLER 

6-22-2004 

ENCLOSURE 4 

Legal Summaries 

PL 01-02 BR-BE 2500-3500 



 

 

MATTER # 1095886 

FILE TYPE Litigation Lawsuit 

FILE NAME 

CAIR #  

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

06/07/2000 

DATE OF NOTICE 06/25/2002 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2001 Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 

VIN 3B7KF23631G

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

COURT 269th Judicial District Court of Harris County, Texas 

DOCKET # 200228906 

ALLEGED DEFECT Defective automatic transmission lever; Inadvertent move rearward 
after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner  alleges he drove his vehicle to a cleaners to 
drop off some of his dry cleaning. decided to leave the 
engine running while he took his laundry into the dry cleaners. 

alleges he placed the shift lever into park and that as he was 
exiting the truck, it began to roll backwards for approximately 15 feet 
as he ran after it.  Then the truck abruptly thrust forward toward

 knocking him over.  He got up and attempted to stop it, but 
was unable to, and the vehicle dragged him as it crashed into a frame 
shop and came to a stop. 

INJURIES : Elbow 

 Shoulder - torn right shoulder rotator cuff 

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s investigation, including 
statements of eyewitnesses, inspection and evaluation of the accident 
vehicle and the accident scene, DaimlerChrysler Corporation concludes 
that the operator either exited the vehicle with the shift lever in 
selected “reverse” position with the engine running, or that his 
grandson moved the shift lever from the “park” position into “reverse” 
while the engine was running, because as  began to exit 
the vehicle, it started rolling backwards and proceeded for about 15 
feet.  DaimlerChrysler Corporation further concludes that
grandson next moved the shift lever into the “drive” position because 
the vehicle then abruptly started moving forward, knocking 

over.  After the incident, the shift linkage was found to be out 
of adjustment. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1131386 

FILE TYPE Litigation Lawsuit 

FILE NAME 

CAIR #  

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

05/06/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 07/21/2003 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2002 Dodge Ram 2500 Quad Cab 

VIN 3B7KC23682

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

COURT 23rd Judicial District Court of Wharton County, Texas 

DOCKET # 

ALLEGED DEFECT Defective transmission gear shift system; Inadvertent move rearward 
after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner alleges he placed his vehicle into park and got out 
of the vehicle, with the engine running, to close the gate behind him 
when the vehicle allegedly “slipped” into reverse and began backing 
up, dragging  some distance before hitting a fence post and 
coming to a stop. 

INJURIES  Unknown  

FATALITIES None 

ANALYSIS Based upon DaimlerChrysler Corporation’s initial investigation into this 
matter, DaimlerChrysler Corporation believes at this point that

xited the vehicle while it was running, with the shift lever in 
selected or indicated “reverse.”  The vehicle lingered momentarily due 
to the uneven ground and then began to move rearward, striking and 
dragging  who was behind the vehicle. 



 

 

 
MATTER # 1140232 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR #  

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

07/27/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 03/01/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2001 Dodge Ram 3500 Quad Cab 

VIN 1B7MF33681

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION The deceased  was found in a field underneath his 
truck with the engine running.  It is unclear whether the vehicle was 
in “drive” or “neutral” when found. 

INJURIES  Death - Chest – Crushing wound. 

FATALITIES 

ANALYSIS Unable to provide an analysis at this time due to insufficient 
information. 

 
 



PE04-039  

CHRYSLER 

6-22-2004 

ENCLOSURE 4 

Legal Summaries 

PL 03-04 DR 1500 



 

 

MATTER # 1141382 

FILE TYPE Litigation Claim 

FILE NAME 

CAIR #  

DATE OF 
INCIDENT 

11/28/2003 

DATE OF NOTICE 04/01/2004 

MODEL/MODEL 
YEAR 

2003 Dodge Ram 1500  

VIN 1D7HA18DX

MILEAGE Unknown 

OWNER . 

Birmingham, AL 

COURT  

DOCKET #  

ALLEGED DEFECT Inadvertent move rearward after shift to park 

DESCRIPTION Owner/driver  was found dead and pinned underneath 
the vehicle.  Witnesses told police that they found the gear shift lever 
in “reverse” and the vehicle running. 

INJURIES : Death 

FATALITIES  Death 

ANALYSIS Unable to provide an analysis at this time due to insufficient 
information. 

 
 



CUSTOMER COMPLAINTS

Vin Cair # Open Date

Model Model Year Built Date

In Service Dt Dealer Dealer Zone Mileage

Last Name Middle Int First Name Contact Type 

Address Home Phone

City State Country Zip

1D7HA18D1 3 11193994 4/25/03

DR1H41 03 12/12/02

1/25/03 41373 66 6000

T

FL USASEBASTIAN

Remark text

**** Begin structured narrative SI POLICY FIRE OR ACCIDENT ****

Owner Alleges:

1st owner alleges vehicle took off in reverse after he exited it with

engine running and gerarshift in PARK. Alleges a by-stander friend tried

to slow the vehicle by grabbing open driver's door, and was pinned

between door and a tree. States dealer inspected shift linkage and found

no faults, but he's requesting DCX inspect for cause and repair damage to

door.

Description of the incident (what, when, where, injuries, etc)

States this happened about 9pm on 4-24 at Dodgertown ballpark in Vero

Beach, FL.  States he got out of truck to show friend his tonneau cover.

States he didn't engage parking brake. States while he and friend were

standing behind it, it began rolling then took off. States by the time he

hopped in and hit the brakes, the open door had already pinned friend with

his back up against a tree. States he didn't notice what position the gear-

shift was in after this happened. States door is splayed, and doesn't open/

close properly. States friend is sore, but hasn't sought medical attention.

Has the owners insurance company been contacted ?

Yes.

If yes provide name/policy number and phone number

States he filed claim with First Floridian Travelers. Agent Renee Rosario

800-842-5609 x4076. States they haven't inspected door yet  yet, but are

planning to.

Where is the vehicle exactly located (provide name/address/phone #)

States it's at his house... CAIR address.

Is there property damage or other vehicles involved in the accident?

No.

Has a Police or Fire report been filed (what municipality & report #)

States police were not contacted.

**** End structured narrative SI POLICY FIRE OR ACCIDENT ****

Product in Accident owner states vehicle took off in reverse, pinned a person to a tree.



CUSTOMER COMPLAINTS

Vin Cair # Open Date

Model Model Year Built Date

In Service Dt Dealer Dealer Zone Mileage

Last Name Middle Int First Name Contact Type 

Address Home Phone

City State Country Zip

1D7 18Z9 3 11317781 6/2/03

DR1H41 03 11/12/02

4/27/03 08625 71 1786

T

AZ USASCOTTSDALE

Remark text

060203, service manager notified district manager that owner is stating tha

t his vehicle did not stay in park and fell into reverse. Vehicle rolled

back and hit fence. Owner left vehicle running, damage done to vehicle. Own

er alledging that when placed in park (by looking at the shift indicator).

Owner is requesting an inspection to vehicle, prior to repair / responsibil

ity.  Dealership could not duplicate the concern, shift linkage working as

per design.  District manager to forward file to mhm1 for inspection proces

s.  thank you.

6/16/03 Owner calls requesting reference number.  Owner requests status

of file and decision.  Writer advises that there have not been any

updates in this file since 6/2.  MAS189

6/16/03.  Owner calls seeking an update.  Writer advised owner are no

updates at this time.  Left message for MHM1 regarding above.

6-18  Owner calls regarding an update.  Reviewed with MHM1 and this file

was forwarded to 82T.  Advised owner he will be contacted eventually.

Owner states this kind of delay may impact his future purchase decisions.

Owner called seeking update. Owner claims that he has heard nothing since

the last time he called DCCAC. Writer sent message to MHM1 requesting

update. Owner can be reached at

Owner calls for update and writer sted an update from

the department who is handling the concern when he last called.  Writer

states he should be receiving a phone call or letter in the mail.

Transmission / Transaxle Inquiry
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