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Mr. Bd Cox, Prcvidend
Sunset Business and Commercial, tnc.

12940 Firestone Blvd.
Ly M.
Re:  Ofinswed: TN
Hadal DOL: 2400
24 Bowr OFile: BOO-5065
Avaitabiliny

HOME OFFICE Dear Mr Cox.

OAKLAND John Glenn Adiusters aod Administrator, ‘Inc. are the third party adminlstrators Jor

R Sneime N Cococl. Ou August 30, 2000 » 2000 Chamgio
Oukdad. A 8tz Crussder CalTran-C2, Parstransit Bus, VIN MGBRIGH) TN in the amoum of
m:m $40,713.74 was purchased for Trona Transil. The vehicle was to b utilized in the cuy af

el jpaapechiinm Barstow.

l—

mancuomcns  On August 24, 2000, an electrical short occurred sompewhere in the dashboard of the

F— udi:hwlﬂuﬂmmﬁugsdﬁchnmedmelmﬁulﬁmmiﬂn:inlhetow ksa ol the

17214 Subeny Siment vehicle. The vehick: i5 currently parked at the city of Barstow public works facility where
Seiw 372 it was previously mepected. We e enclosing photographs of the vehicle for yowr revicw

™ MIETTHONIS R
rnmu’n The cause and origin of the fire was determined to be due o Beulty wiring. Therefore. we
T Ere requesting your cooperation i forwarding our letier to yobr insurance carrier so (hx

Gy VW MAY disclss our subrogation demand for the total amount paid to our member. We

Tm:.f.:l;lm have recently besn informed that the Gty of Barstow is reguesting that the vehle be

T 714.504-0300 min:@ﬂﬂwﬁdﬁquﬂﬂnﬂﬁmdﬂthwﬁdeunberuunwdtutlu:

FaDaset’  manufecturer, Ifitis at ol pozsible, we will be more than happy 10 have the vehicle towed

SAN JOSE hack to your facility for aafe keeping until this matter can be resolved. Please cuntact 1he

1150 Mo P faaes dersigmed at vour carfiest convenicace w2 that we roay resolve this maiter amicably  We
e 112 look forward to speaking with you i the pear future.

Tol A0R-TYT-OTMT

Fad0l97-18  Very truly yours,

BAN EAFAEL

™ sz Jack Nicolosi

275 Corvewninl Wy, Suite 211 * Tistia, California 32780
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331 Graham Road

CHameion L

{B10) 724.8474
BUS INC. e e
ax Purgh, -FE81
- =1 TICECER company Fax Salas Emu; 724--;534
January 9, 2001
Jack Nicolosi
Claim Adjuster
Jobn - Glenn Adjuster & Administrators, [nc.
275 Ceatennial Way, Suite 211
Tustin, CA 92780

Dear Mr. Nicolosi;

Per our phone conversation iesterday, Yanuary 8, 2001, on the CalTran paratransit bus,

VIN #1GBIG31) belonging to the I Apparently, the bus
exparienced a fire due to a faulty ignition. Champion Bus does not tamper with the

ignition system.

. Italked to one of our GM Representatives whe recommended that the customer contact
<=7  the GM Customer Service facility at 800-222-1020, or 800-Fleet~OP. [ left these

numbers on your home phone answering machine, as you requested. Once they contact
the GM Customer Service Representative, they need to request that a district
representative investigate the situation,

Please feel free to call me if you have any further questions.

Sincercly,

Ok Ctzton
Dick Cuicher
Service Manager

. (\6"’7

CC: Don Roberts, President, CBI _ﬁ

Ed Cox, Sunset Bus Sales
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SUNSET BUS

Saxim Fa Springs * Lad Vegas - Sam Francieco + Homolglu + Phoetix

™ Dow Robarie

Fromx B4 Cox mann Mttt
Oals: 030502

[ Larwouit
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o is suing Gaseral Motors, Crusader Bus {1'm ware they maan Chamypion and witl chango il
i), mod Swinpét tvtt the bua that caoght Gry and vas {100 mlles atver they picked it up.
Wil we both be nader W' amiwells, Theor's wisbeeia, o do 1 sood o vt wiy stiomcy Lvolved?
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SUPBRIOR COURT &F CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

il e A E T E W E T EEE T - — - m E W EEEE e e AR AT SRR s EEEEr T~~~ —— ——— — =A% nE

CASE NO: BCVBEOGZQ6

NOTICE COF CABE ASSIGNMEWT FOR ALL PURFOSES
NOTICE OF CREE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE AND
QEC RE SBRVICE COMPLETION

IN RE: NOMPROFITS UMITED -V- GENERAL MOTORS CORP

pleame take notice that the above-entitled case has been set for &
CMC Hearing and an OSC re Service Completicn hearing. File your CMC
gquestionnaire ia the courtroom 5 court days priar to the hearing.

Failure to appear may Yesult in eanctions or dismiesal of your case.

"HTS CASE HAS BHEN ASSICNED TO JUDGE JORN P VANDERFEER

IN DEPARTMENT B2 POR ALL PURPOSES.™
0SC RE BERVICE HEARING SET: 05/24/02 AT 8:30 in B2

1f proof of service of summons and complaint had been filed, no
appearancs 1g required at the 0SC re Sarvice Completion hearing.

CMC HEARING BET: O08/19/02 AT B:30 IN DEPARTMENT B2
A COPY OF THIS HOTICE MUST BE SERVED O ALL DEFEMDANTE

By: APRIL ¥ARCUM

-l ok w o W e o R

Datm: 03726702 Tragsa Fanbtner, Court Admin.

R L e e i e

CERTIFICATE CP SERVICE BY MAIL

I hereby deplare that I am over the age of 18 years, a rasident of San
Barnardino County, Btate of California. and not a party to nor
intereatad in the title of the within aentitled case. 1 am & Deputy
County Clerk of the sald County and on the date shown helow I served a
copy of the "Notice aof Case Management Conference" as follows:

( ) Enclosed in an envelcpe mailed ra the interested party addressed
above, for collsctien mand mailing this date, following ordinary

bugineas practice. _
() cioded in a eealed envelope, first clamsa postaga prepaid in the
11 at the location shown above, mailed to the intareetsd party

asad as sghown .
of this notice was given to the filing party at the counter.

MATLING: 03/26/02
declara undet penalty of perjury that the foregoing ia true and cor

reck, . .
Exeacuted on 03/26/02 at Barstow, CA BY: AFRIL MARCUM

1\£?}ﬂ41N.SIHHRT'
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| -1 WBRREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment againet Defendants, and each of them,
’ 2 | as follows: ~ '
'3 1. For property dumage in the sum of $40,713.74;
4 2. Por storage foes at the tate of $300.00 per month, acoording to proof;
L! 5.  For loss of use in emount according to proof;
] 4.  Forpre-judgment interest;
7 5.  For costs of suit herein inourred; and
| 6. For such other and further relicf as the Caurt may deem just and appropriste.
9
10 | Dated: March 22, 2002 ' DRISCOLL & REYNOLDS
11 '
12
13
14
- 13
— 16
17
is
19
20
2l
22
23
y 71
23
2%
27
25
5
{COMPLAINT POR DAMAGES (SUBROGATTON), PRODUCTS DEFECT AND NEGLIGENCE)
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L SUMMONS - surrOGATION
. - : * [CITACION JUDIGIAL)

ALy
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: (Avisw a Acuswto) ol SR G 2 3

GENERAL MOTORS CORPORATION, CRUSADER, BUS
cumm;u %unsn'r BUS AND COMMERCTAL, INC., AND

YOU ARG BEING SURD BY PLANTIFF:

(A U Ja ool damandintio)

NONFROFTTS UNITED
You heve 30 OALENOAR DAYE wiar I Despude oo nwmm usted
mh“ﬂnuﬁmiup:ﬂm“ Mmphml TALENDARIOE para preswniar
ranpenel ATt oouM. URE respuSEis a30v & sriqoine BN BElE COM,
A lgiter or phene onll will not protect you; your Una caria © bha Bamads talalSniol e M ofrecart
typawritian reppones musi be in proper legel form prolloidn; =¥ gt sa ® x tene

ins Dormafidadas fox fedan 2l vatnd
:mw::::tﬂhhmwu: ﬂmm "hll Aprap
you o K VauT reapends det Hme, you inby .
foss the snd your weges, momey wud b b ,."m“""""““"::;rh"".""“'m "n'm“"
praperiy rwy be isken withowl further waming au propiaiud sln siwn sdicional par de s
from e court. corte."
:"_‘.]

NOTICE TO THE PERBON ARRVED: You wn sarved
1. ] et irndiviciuml dafandamt.
2. uuwmw“mmm ’ .IM
L o babalf of ' ! .
nder OGP 41010 feorporatien) CoP 415,80 {minor)
SOP 418,20 idefonct oarporation) SR 418 70 (corwsriion)
COR 41040 [sesndation o partrership) ] CCP 418,00 (ndicusd)

_ | uﬁmﬂ&me 9-03

P oy BUMMONS
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TR P Javay 4, 1

o a1z




UASLbf L3Y8  1BIAL bbi-q¥R-bbll

Attorneys for Plamtiff NONPROFITS UNITED

SUPERIOR. COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNILA,
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO/BARSTOW DISTRICT

' NONPROFITS UNITED | CASENO.gEY 0 62 0 6um
Pluinkiff, COMPLAINT FOR' DAMAGES

Y. | gmmcr %LIGENCI‘.

JUDGE:
DEPT:

O Sy w1 own o W R e S
s
F
g

[
= W kb = D

GENERAL MOTORS
cumomnnu CRUSADER RUS
SUNSET BUS AND

COMPLAINT FILED:
-i:n%mm.cm.,mc.mmnm- ~ NOTRIAL DATE SET
l

J

-
b |

Defendaits.

o
m

]
L -]

COMES NOW PLAINTIFF, NONPROFITS UNITEL, and for its cause of action
amllnltmanefhndmm,m each ofmem, al]eps an follows:

2B

-

1.  NonProfits United i, and at ali times relcvant herein was, o Corporation
organizsd and existing and suthovized to transact business in the State of Californie.

2. Plalotiftis informed and believes and thereon slleges thut Defendant, Generu!
Motors Corporation (“GMC™) i, snd st all times relevant herein was, a Corperation duly
authorized to do business in the County of San Bernardino and the State of California.

- R

1
(COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES (SUBROGATION)); PRODUCTS DEFECT AND NEGLIGENCE)
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3. Plaintiffis informod and belisves ind thereon allegss that Defendant, Crusadsr
Bus Company (“Crusades”™) is, and at pll times relevant herein was, 8 Corporation duly
iuthorized to do business in the County of San Bamardino and the State of California.

4. Plninfiff is informed and believes and thereon alleges thet Defendant, Sunget
Bus eud Commersial, Inc., (“Suaset™) is, and ot all imes relevast hersin was, a Corperation
duly wmuthorized to do business in the County of L.os Angeles, the County of San Bemarding
and ths State of Califorsis.

5.  The true narnes and capacities, whether indlvidual, corporate, associate,
partncrship, or otherwisc, of Defendants designated horein as DOES 1-100, inclusive, ate
unknown to Plaindlff who, therefore, sues said Defendants by such fictiticus names and will
seck leave of Court to amend this Complaimt to show their true names and capacities when
the same have been nscertained, PlaintifY is informed and believes and thereon afleges that
sach defondant deuigumbudhﬁnu aDOE is reaponsible in some manner for the events and
appenings refesred to herein:

6.  Atalltimes mentioned herein, Defendants, and cach of them, were the agents
and/or employess of the ather Defendants, and, &t all times mentioned herein, were acting
within the course end scope of sald agency or employment.

' 7. Atall times mentioned berein, the incident giving rise to thas Complaint
oooured within the County of San Bernardino, State of Califynia.

8.  Plaintiffia mfumudnﬂbdhvmmdlhmalltmthllnnuruhom August

18, 2000 macmufﬂmmod 22000 Champion Crusader Caltran - C2 Paratransit
bus, beaxing VIN # IGBIG;IJB?IZIEIBJ, for use by Troms Transit and the Searles Valley

Community Service Counssl, The Searlas Vallay Community Servios Counsel and the City
t.rfBlnltmmmmdmdﬁnmnmmm of coverage by md through NonProfits
United to insurs against property dmnage of the subject vehicle,

9. . Phintiffis infonned and believes and thereon alleges that on or about August
21, 2000, Plaintiff's insurnd member, Searles Valley Cammunity Service Counsel, took

! .
(COMPLAINT FOR DANMAGES (SUBRDGATIONS; FRODUCTS DEFECT AND NEGLIGENCE)
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15.  Asa fuether proximate remt of the nepligence of the defendants, and each of
them, 25 herein alleged, plaintiff has besn deprived of the use of sald 2000 Chempion
Crusader Cﬂmmrmnm all to its damage, in a 3um according to proof, but in
excess of the Court’s minimum jurisdiction.

16, Asa futher proximete result of o defoct in design and/or masufactors by
Defcndanty, and each of them, as hesein alloged, Plaitiff has Incurred additional damages

17, ?lnh:ﬁﬂ‘hmbyimmpamubymmpmwhsl-lﬁuthoughmfmh
fully bareia, .

" 18, Defendants, srideach ofthérn, tegligantly mannfhohured, designed, assembied,
inspected, distributed, and sold said 2000 Cherplon Crosader Caltran-C2 Paratransit bus,
wﬂnhwumdﬂndmanum.

19.  Asagproximatcrosult of the acts, omissions and/or conduct of defendants, and
each of them, as heroin afloged, said 2000 Champion Crosader Caltrag-C2 Paratracsit bus
sustained property damage in the samount of $40,713,74, thereby dumaging pluintiff in that

20. As a further proximate resuit of the acts, omissions and/or conduct of
defendants, and each of them, s herein atinged, plainfiff e baen deprived of the use of
suid 2000 Champion Crusader Caltran-C2 Paratransit bus, al} to its darage, in 2 sum
according to proof. '

21.  As s further proximats cesult of the nogligence by Dofendants, and cach of
them, a3 berein atleged, Plaintiff has incurred edditional damages i the sum of $300.00 per
month for storage fees. | |

i
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415" ¥Wipt Pik St + * PO Box 520+ lackson Comier, OH 43340670

Mrone 9375006849 For $37.308,6529
MEMOQ
May 14, 2002
TO: John Garmhausen
Allen Hunter
RE:  Bus Claims - IR/ Suxset Bus
Mthmtghm propetly served on the matter which I j received today
—, l{lﬂlﬂﬂﬁ“ﬂﬂ;“ tumﬂgat&ubnllm’ugng. By copy of
' this.’lebl:erlww.ld Allen Hunter to an investigation by Crawford sef up

ke I'ui‘l:h“ that mmm;&%yﬂbz Wbe wlllhlg M
sta we can't t to take a
lentuln:gthamﬂ{-rﬂlnappemhmd:utu{;h{pmbm

Please le¢ me know what else you need to take the propee initial action,

Sincerely,

A= 10BF1R0°d L LT ALVA04N07 HGHL-a1y 90:41 T00TepinkW
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INVESTIGATION SERVICES
(800} 115-0383
PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL

REPORT DATE: November 17, 2002
REPORT RECIPIENT:

Ther Industries

CIO Faulkner, Sarmhausan, Keistar & Shenk

100 &, Maln Avenue, Couriview Center #3006

Sidney, Ohio 45365
ATTENTIGN: John Garmhausen

M

INSURED: : Thar induatries
CLAIMANT: I
DATE OF LOSG: August 21, 2000 Time: 4:45p.m.
LOSS LOCATION: I-15 & Highway 385
CITY | STATE OF LOSS: Hesperia, CA
CRAWFORD FILE NUMBER: 112-84810
POLICY NUMBER: Unknown
CI% FILE NUMBER: 72510006218
PREFPARED BY: Charles F. Alined

Caxtifled Fire & Explosion Investigator
#

FTls Biatue:

X Firmt and Final Repart
Imillsl Rwport
intarin Rapor
Fine! Raper - Fils Cloged




Inmured:  Thor industries L]
FllaNo..  T251-00021%

ASBIGNMENT:
recevedton: NN
|nstructons: Conduct cause and origin investigation — no report until natified
Received on: Monday Augusl 5, 2002 40:00 a.m.
Commancad on Monday August B, 2002 10:00 a.m.
Completed on: Sunday November 17, 2002 5:00 p.m.
‘Verhal repart on: Wednesday August T, 2002 8:00 am.
Verbal report to: -
RISK:
The Insured ig ldentified as Thor Industries.
The rlek Ia & 2000 Handicap bus, with @ Chawolet chassis and body by Champlon (Thar)
Indusiries, Tha VIN is 1681631 JSEEEEE No llosnse plate was displayed on the vehidle at the
time of my investigation.
The awner of the risk Iz the |GG
A potential llabhity [=sue exists, @5 the insured was the bulider of the bus that was Involved in the
fire incident. )
- ORIGIN AND GAUSE SUMMARY:

Following the examiatkn of bum patteme and vaclor analyses within thiz scena, and based on
the Informallon currantly available, it Is my oplnlen this fira onginatad at or near the battery for the
chasaiz of tha vahlcle.

Fram tho orgin area, the fke spread acrogs the enging compartmant and Into the passenger
campartrment through e ductwark,

The ignition source far this fire iz undetermined at this tme but 1a in 3l prebahility elactrical In
natura.

The first matarials ignited wenr: plasiice, Insulation, and wiring.

The event thet cansed the union of this Ignition source and the first mederial ignited is
undetemined at thia tims but in all probablily 2 sn alectrical faikure,

Based on the information curently avallable, It is my opinion that this fire was accldenial In nature,




weorec: 2

FiaNo.: 1254000219

FIRE DEFARTMENT: :
The reaponding fire deparment was te Hesparla Fire Protection Disirlct, s fully pald department.

Infarmatian for thia mport was obtalhed from the official report,

The department recalvad the call via the 911 systam from an unknown pecaon
The alarm was racelved at 4:46 p.m., and the first engine arrived st 4:55 p.m.
The fire department feund the frant of tha ?ehl_niﬂ wall Invaled ugon arrival.
The drver of the bug was present upen the anival of tha fire department.

The incident was Inveatigatad by personnel from lhe fire deparmeant, and thay datarmined thal the
fira was from a gasoine leak.

Mo evidence was retalned by the fire deparment peraonnel.

INTERVIEW -~ INSURED:

Due to the fact thai all partes concemed are represented by counsel, no inerviews were
conductad. .
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insuzec: NN
FiteNo: 7261000219

SCENE EXAMINATION:
Date Commeanced:
Date Comphated:

Safety survey:

Weaathes cenditions:

Previoua Alterations:

Acceas Authorly By:

Fhotoa taken?
Field Dlagram prepaned?

ENGINE OBSERVATIONS:
Type
Cylindars
Cu, Ih. or Liters

Acceszores

ol
Fikars
Radlatar

Mastar Brake Gylinder
Battand=)}

Battery Voltage

Climate Control:

The vehicie was equipped with the atandard air-conditioning aystem supplied with the chaesia, but
& was not a factor In the loss,

Tuesday August B, 2002 8:00am.
Tuesday Aurust 8, 2002 1:00 p.m.

A safety survey waa conducted, and It was concludad that the vehicle
was safe to work on and in.

Clear with a lemperature of 100° F

Mec alleratione had bean done to the vehicle thal interfered wih the
Invastigailon.

Barstow City Yard Parsonnal

Yas
Yag

Chevrolel
B
350

Alr cond|tioning, altemator, appears o be a stendard alternator and
hot 8 hemsy-duty altemator

Clean & Full
I place and undamaged

Damaged, with haavy demage In front of the alternater and the
chasais battary extanding to the 1aft side

in placa, with tha reservol damaged

Although three betterias wera Installad in the vehicle, the size of the
batiery for the chassis coukd not ba determined, but comman would
be a group 27. Twa Group 27 baflerlas were Installed in the bady of
the coach for the purpeee of unning the wheslchair ramp and the
deors. These have bacn desknatad B & C.

A - tofally destroyed, B- 7.8, G — 3.2v.




ineurec: [ 4
MeNo: 7251000219 '
Eloctrical System: .

Addilonal elecinical componants had been edded to the vehlcle by the bua manufactursr, which |
wore for the purposa of operating the wheelchair ramp and door. The main panel was locatad to
the laft of the driver's skio saat. Additionally, two 12v batteriea had besn instalied on tha right side
of bus just aft of the passenga¢ door.

Tha additianal sl=cirical orcuits and batiares wers all Inatalled by the Inaured in this metir far the
purposa of cperating the whesalchair ramp and doore.

The panal heusing the relays, aolencids, and cireuit beards on the drivers elde of the vehicla wore
heavily damaged by the fire, It was determined that the i damape was from extermal heet and
not an miemal fallure of thesa particular parts. The fwo additional batteries had heat damege ¢
the casing from the heating of the battery cable coming from tha front partion of the coach. The
battary cable from the front of the coach to the rear batteries had evidance of internal hesting and
damage fo the nsulation, with some of f baing destroyed. No fuse was located in the fine, but It
wil be necessary to oblain ariginal drawings to dotermine if a fuse was called for or some
destructive tealing to detarmine If one was in place. One of the additional batteries was much
kower in voltage than the otiver, which could Indlcata a short in the cable to the hattery, causing tha
drain.

EXTERIOR OBSERVATIONS:

Tha front of the vehitie has moderate fire damage at tha top progressing to heavy damage at the
englne cempartmeant ares.

The laft {drivers side) has minor fire damage at the left frent quadrant extending to the driver's
dogr.

The rear of tha vehicla dosa nat heva any damage,

The right {pessengers side) has moderate fire damage at the frant quadrant extending back to the
qoar args.

The roof does not have any damage,

The undercasriage hes no damage.

BECURITY IBIUES (st tima of incidont):

Securky was not an I5eus; tha dalivery driver wae driving the vehicle at tha time of the loes.

INTERIOR OBSERVATIONS:

There ks heavy fire damage at the front of the vehlcle extending back towards the mid portian of
tha bus where the damage danreases.

There | heavy Are damage in the dash area of the vehkle, with the heaviest demage belng
Tocated an the right alde of the deash area.

The vahicla was equippad whih numeroud alactrical componants housed to the left of the ariver,
tonsisting af circult boards, connector blacks, and relays.

No contents wems prasent In the hus at he time of the scena examination.




ineursc:
FilsNo:  T31-000010

AREA OF ORIGIN:
Tha area of orlgin wes at ar near the Lattery for the vehicls chasals.

The allermator was In elose proximity to the area of arigin and had demage at the reer of the
altemator where the connections are made,

The alternator showed moderately heavy damage 1o the rear, and the cabling showesd evidence of
internal heating.

Tha battary for the chassls was completaly danireyad.

There was a connection for twe cables in the area, but untll destructive tesling is accompilshed
and the cables can be traced to thelr source or destination, na determination can be mads if they
were 3 cause of the 1osa or not.

It was noted that the cables gaing back towards the rear batterles had evidenca of internal
heating.

Mo unusual iteme were located In the area of origin other than those installed by the chassis
menufaciurer or the manufacturer of tha bus.

Electrical Distribution System;

No ather electrical systems wore preaent in the bus that have not been discuseed previously that
were a fachor in this [0as,

Flxad Elactdcal Appllances:
Tha wheslchsir ramp and door, which was electric, dig not ahow any evidence of fire damage.

Thers is no Indication thet the ramp or door Itasll was a factor in this joss.

Gas / Dlasal Fugl Bystam

The fire departmant atiributed the loss to a fual lsak. Examination of the fusl system showed that
iha fuel lines had melted on the drvar's side of the vehicle, but examination showsd that it was
from axtemnal heat and not & ruptured fine.

Nb gignificant damege was faund in tha araa where tha lines had melted, and it was noted that all
had melted down In the sama place.

There is ho physicst Indication that the fuel system was a factor in thia losa other than ta cause
minar damage s {he lines meked.

Ignition Sources that could not be eliminated:

The following #eme cannot be aliminated untl further axamination is accomplished, which wll
entall destructive teeting:

s A fallure of tha altematar, which ay have caused an overcharga condition
« A Fadure of ghort in one or mora of the battery cables

Property f Evidance - Ratrisved | Ratalned trom this scane:
Nothing was ratainsd In this loss, pending further testing at a yet to be determined date.




noured: I 5
Flis Bo.: T25-300M N

Product ! Equipmant tasuea:

At the present tme, thare |s ongoing Utgation regarding the manufacturer of the bus and the
cheasis on which  wes Duil.

FILE STATUS:

At the presant ime and with no furthuf investigation immediately antlcipated, this flle Is being
closed, pending natification of any further proceedings, at which fima k will be reapansd.

If you have any queslions or require interim asalstange, please conlact me at the number listed
beslaw.

Respectiully,

Charles F. Alred

Certifled Fira & Explosion invastigator
San Diaga, CA

{816} 2E6-0185

o Richard Sximmer
Woaen Reglonal Managar
BY7-2BB-3245

{Addresa all correapondehoa sonceming this fie to tha followinp addrese. Please Induxle tha CIS fls numbar.}
Crawford impagiigation Sarvices
Nabional Opemtions Cenisr
285 W, Esplanads Ave., Buile 300
Kremar, LA TDOES
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ENCLDSURES:

Phetographs - Mounted = 21

Diagram — crigin area

Diagram — photograph vantage polnts
Mup = area

Fira Dapartmeant Incident Report
Protographs - Unmounted =3
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Alsio.:  T251-000210

37 4582 [

PHOTO LOG
No. Logation { Dapleting E'ﬂ-'f
gso QL
s em-2¥

1. WiM located on front left dash panel. mg& #“"P
2. Builder identifcaticn.

3. Front of vehicle. 90:‘[3

4, Driver's side of vehice Ingking to the rear.

g Rear of vehicle.

g, Reaar and paagenger's sida of vehicla.

7. Interior &f bus locking to the rear.

B. Intericr of bua logking to the front and driver's compartiment.

B Criver's compartment - note the heavy damage on the right side.

10. Eleclrical comparimant installed by Thor for tha whaelchair ramp and the door.

11, Wiring aa it goes down the channel in back aof the driver's sida door to the wheelchalr ramp.

12 Looking under the driver's akie and steering whee! ares.

r 13, Fual lines for the angina, with minor damage.
14 Front of busm with the hood raised, note the heavy damsge on the rigit $IE|'E of the hood and the

heavy damaga to the headlipht assambly.

15, Looking across the engine compartment fram the driver's eide, nate the radiator & st Intact,
with ecma damage from l&ft to right.

18. View of the alisrnator and tha radialor, noté the damage io the radiztor is severa In the area In
frant af the alternator.

17. Computar for the bus, which Is a part of tha vehick: chassis.

18. Baltery for the hits starting syslem and chaasis, note thel it I totally destroyed, aksc note thet
the battery cable that was fraced to tha rear batterles for the wheelchair ramp hed shorted cut
and was atif, showing avidenca of Infernal heating.

19, Giose-up of the allemator, note the rear I elightly damaged whare tha connections are made.

20, View of the bettery cables for the wheelchalr ramp, hots the haavy intarnal heating and damage
i the cables and no azsociated fira damage.

21. Ovarvlaw of the two battaties for the wheelchair ramp, which were charged from tha vehicle
attornatar.
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331 Graham Road

£.0. Box 158
CHEIITIPIOI‘I T a0 4 0474
{810) 724-6474
\/ BUS INC. Fax Eng. (810) 724-7748
— 3 "I EX LIS company —— Fax Purch. (B10) 724-7661
Fax Sales (B10) 724-1844
Tannary 27, 2003
John Garmhausen

Faulkner, Garmhaunsen, Keister & Shenk
Courtview Center - Suite 300

100 South Main Avenue

Sidney, OH 45365

Dear John:

soio S
[ reviewed the fire report from Crawford Investigation Services and noticed the bus has three
batterics, one chassis battery and the two auxiliary batteries. The bus waa built and left our

factory with two batteries. One betiery located under the hood as the chassis battery, and one
auxiliary battery in a slide tray located on the curb side behind the entry door, as it was ordered.

The third battery was added by someone else and located in the bettery tray behind the entry door

as well. The report does mention that one of the additional batteries was much lower in voltage
than the other, which could indicate a short in the cable to the battery, causing a drain.

The report also mentions the bus having a standard alternator but the bus order shows it haviag o
heavy duty afterrnarket alternator, a Penntex PX420.

1 thought you shonld know about these discrepancies. Feel free to call me if you have any
questions.

Sincercly,

10, (et

Dick Cuicher

oe: Don Raberts
Andy Imanse




ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT
- PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL -

MEMORANDIIM
TO: J. RANDOLPH HUSTON
FILE/NONPROFITS UNITED v. CHAMPION BUS, ET AL.

FROM:; JOHN 5. WARD
DATE: MARCH 26, 2003
RE: INSPECTION OF BUS

Yesterday [ attended the inspection of the bumed bus at thel I 5 niznance
facility o1 IR NWOIMDY 1 uttormcy from Texm, sud Koy

Orlando, a GM engineer from Detroit, were present. Ourinspector, Charles Allred, was also present, -
as was the plaintiff’'s counse], John Short.

Mr. Orlando spent 4 good two hours ‘and a half laoking at various parts of the vahicle.
According to Mr. Allred, it was clear that Mr. Orfando was focusing on the battery connections
and/or alternator as a possible source of the fire, This was in conirast to the Fire Department’s
conclusion of a ful line leak, although consistent with Mr. Allred’s preliminary findings. Mr. -
Orlando and Mr, Allred buth wanted the opporiunity 10 take the alternator out and inspect and
photograph it. However, M. Short was reluctant to give any approval for any sott of “destructive”
inspection or testing, This was disappointing for Ms.Illlis, who did not wast to incur the expense
of another inspection.

. A significant issue exists as to which defendant is responsible for the alternator. Initially, we
assumed that GM was respansible for everything under the hood, bt Allred noticed that the
alternator was not a Deleaq, go it might have been changed during the manufacturs of the bus, pethaps
because of the additional electrical devices in the bus.

Overall, Mr, Allred's comments rejscted the Fire Department theory of the fire. More likely
than not, it was electrical related and possibly related to the wiring of the three batteries together.
. Two batteries are apparently used to power the elevator in the rear of the bus, and they were all
connected at the front by the engine battery, which apparently was completely destroyed in the fire,

It does not appear that the plaintiff has actually retained an expert to give &n opinion,
although its adjustor has presumably looked at the vehicle. We are presently scheduled for a
mediation on May 9, 2003, It may be to cur advantage that there is still some uncertainty regarding
the actual source of the fire, and that another visit might be necessary to remove the alternator.

Given the expense of such an inspection to GM, as well as the expense of the mediation, this might
facilitato setilement dizcussions.
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FAULKNER, GARMHAUSEN, KEISTER & SHENK

A LEGaL PROFESSIGNAL ABSOCIATION
CouRTview CEHNTEN = SuiTe 300

HARRYT KW, FAULENER

o 100 SourH Maid AVENUE ‘:II:?:::';:_:?

MALRH F. KELFTER SILNET, DHIO 45385

JAMEX F. EHENRY (D37 492137} FT. LORAMIE OFFICE

:E“‘“H .l_' ":H ::m‘_r, Fax: (937) 498-i 308 Al 5. MAIN ETREET

THOMAS . PR wivw, loke-law.oom o AT 22D
LA J. ! - FT. LOAAMIE, JHIS AEB42

CAHIEL 4. HENEMAN 837} 2ZEE5-29A3

WILLIAM K. Lahg Fax: AT} EOn-aAs3
CIANE &, EHUFFCLTON

HHYAH A. HIEFMEYER

e Xy
jpammhavsen@fgke-iew.com
April 7, 2003
Mr. Don Roberts
CHAMPION Bus, INC.
P.0O. Box 158

Imlay City, MI 48444-0758

Re: I v. Champion Bus, Inc.

Dear Don:

Enclosed please find a copy of a letter received from our Califernia counsel in conneetion with
the defense of the NN fil:. Also enclosed is a Memorandum relative to the recent
inspection of the subject bus.

I would appreciate your providing me with answers to Randy’s questions as contained in the first
paragraph of us letter. In addition, I recommend that we agree to tender a settiement offer in
some amount as been suggested. As you are well aware, we can “eat up” $10,000 in legal fees in

California rather quickly.
I look forward 1o hearing from you. -
yyours,
John M. Garmhausen
nee |
Enclosures

ce: . Mr. Andrew linanse (w/ enc.)
Mr. Walter L. Bennett (w/ enc.)

GAThor\Champien Bus\BarstowALic\Roberts My 4-7-03
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WALKER, WRIGHT, TYLER & WARD

ATTORNEYS AT LAW VN I WALKER

2. RANDOLPY HUSTON 626 Wilshire Boalevard, Suite 900 faia iAol
Los Angeles, California 90017-3209 DO, TR

Telephone: (213) 629-3571 R ot T

Telecopier: (213) 623-5160
s-miall: jrhEwwiwlew.com

March 31, 2003

John Garmhavsen, Esq.

FAULKNER, GARMHAUSEN, KEISTER & SHENK
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Sidney, OH 45365

Sen Bernurdlmﬂuunty (Barstow) Case No. BCV 06206
D_ﬁlt‘ John:

. A,'a y-:;-u kaow, wr: were ahl».': 0 haveithe Elrawfqrd ad]uster Chack A]lred, Teuispec‘t the
remains of the bus this past'!ﬁneck, Général MbtorsAlda mspechéﬂ the bus.” Siispfisingly, iliéy Gent
a lawyer from Texas to atiénd the irispection, together with i1 efigincér from Michigdan. The GM
people were frustrated in that the plaintiff”s attorney did not iet them remove the remaing of the
alternator and this pnrfurm“deﬂnmtlve indlydis™ of thet cumponant. For what it’s worth, Chuck
Alired noted that the alternator appeared to be of 8 “heavy duty® variety and did not appear tobe a

Delco component. Did Champion equip the bus with a heavy duty altemator? Cen we confirm that
the alternator in the bus when it bumned was the one sugplied with the GM chagsis?

It sppeared to my colleague John Ward, who attended the inspection, that GM did not want
to have another inspection of the vehicle-even if it were allowed to do sa by the plaintiff, I thus

think that mmaybeableto get GM to contribute to a settlement of this case even though the precise
cause of the fire remaing undetermined.

Ag this is a subrogation mafter, it may be thet the case can be settled for an amount
significantly less than the $40,713,74 sought in the initisl Complaint. I would thus recommend that
we get together with GM and offer to settle the case for 50% of the plaintif®s claim, with
Champmnfﬂunsnt Bus mntnhutmg half nf that amr:mnt and GM the ather half.

W cnuld, save some time and nidfiey if e were to praposé such a setflement priot to the
murt-mdﬁn&d mediation, whlih is now schediiled fﬁrMay %, My suggestion reflsers thi fact thiat it
ismy unde:rstandmg that wi have indemndifisd Sinset Busin this case and Cherapion will ultimately
have to answer to the plaintiff, even there was some culpability on the part of the dealer, Iam also
unaware of any fanlt on the part of the bus purchaset or its driver.
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1 would appreciate the benefit of your thoughts on this matter and the input of the good
pecple at Champion.

Enclosed is a copy of John Ward’s memorandum concerning the inspection. As always, if
you have any questions, please give me a call.

Very truly y
W WERIGHT, TYLER & WARD
J Iph

JRH:elb

Enclasure
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Apnl 11, 2003

John Garmhaigen

Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & Shenk
Courtview Center — Suite 300

100 Sowth Main Avenua

Sidney, OH 45365

RE: Nonprofits United v General Motors, et al
San RBernardino County (Baratow)
Case #BCY 06206
Dear John,
Here is the information you requested:
1. Did Champion equip the bus with a heavy-duty alternator?
“Yes, Penutex PX420%

2. Can we confirm the aliernator in the bus when it burnt, was the one supplied
with the OM chassis?

“No, it was not the supplied alternator™
Feel free to call me if vou have any questions.
Sincerely,

Dick Cutcher
Parts & Service Manager

co Don Roberts
Andy imanse




