[" M GENERAL MOTORA NORTH AMERICA
AN S ructure & Safety Intcgration

January 14, 2005

Jacquelne Glassman, Esq. GM-8468
Chief Counsel

Mational Highway Traffic

Safety Administration

Room 5219

400 Sevanth Street, S.W. NVS-214gib
Washington, D.C. 20550 RQO4-010

Dear Ma. Glassman

Enciosad with this letter are three copies of General Motars {(GM) January 14, 2005, responss

t NHTSA's information raquast (IR), dated November 18, 2004, regarding the resson(s) that

Gansral Molors exchided 1958 and 1999 model year Siema and Shverado waehicles from the

m :ﬂd;udud in Campaign 04Y-129. Two coples inciude the confidential documents and
not

Ganeral Motors requests the documenia stamped "GM Confidential™ be afforded confidential
treaiment without a ima Imitation by the NHTSA. These are included in the slectronic CD
identified as Attachmemt 1 Confidantial. This Information Is mot customarily made public by
General Motors and contalns trade secrets and commarcial information which is privieged or
confidential under 5 U.5.C. Section 552{b)(4), 49 CFR Part 512 and 49 L15.C. Section
30167(z).

The following identiflies the speclfic typss of confidential Information contained In each
document:

Response Document Nama ___Information Typas
8 Attachment 8C Enginearing inveatigation
5M Evelugtion Report PER/Raport 13028, information, gnalysis and test data.
8 Altachment 8D Enginsaring Investigation
GM Evelugstion Report PER/Report 14082 Information, analysis snd test data.
g Attachment SE Enginaaring investigation
GM R & D Chemioal & Emvironmentsl information, snatysis and test data.
Sclances. Leb Elernamtal Analysis Cartiflcats
No 2004-00595.
8 Attachmeant 8F Engineering inmmstigation
GMR & D Chemical & Errvironmentsl information, analysis and taat data.
Sclences Lab XPS Analysls Gertificais No
2004-00811.
9 Attachment 5Gi Enginearing Invaatigation
GM R & D Chemical & Emisonmental imformation, snalysis and test date.
Soisnoss Labh Mico Ensrg-Dispersive X-ray
Florescance Spacirosoopy Anslyais
Cariticate No 2004-00624.
8 Altachment 8+ Englnesring Investigation
GM R & D Ghernical & Environmental Information, analysis and test data.
Sclences Lab X-ray Phatoslectron
Specroecopy Elarmental Analyshs Ceriificate
No 2004-00852.
Pragiict Investigetions
Mall Code: #80-106-204 + 30500 Mousd Flosd = Yaman, i 48080-9000 @m
Phone: (G) GBE-ME20 « Far (BOE) 847-2318 EVEENGATIONS

OMSE Confidentinlty Facuest
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a Attachment 51 Engivaering irmvastigation
&M R & D Chemical & Emvironmental information, analysls and taat data.
Sclences Lab Cas Chromaiography-Mass

Spectrometry Analysis Certidicate No 2004-
00651.

@M requasts confidfenial ineatment of the Information in thesa documents becauss it Includes
trade saacrety, disclogurm of which would eause substantial compstitive harm.  GM submits thet
tha competithve hanm would ba substantlal becauss the dasign and manufacture of vehiclas and
vahicla compgnents are the core of B3 busineas, and bacause global competilion in thet
business is menss.

Documents in response to question %, on the CD lwbeled Attachment 1 Confidantial lderntified
above, disclasa GM's tast procadumes, results of product developmant, performance testng and
anolysm. The development of test procedures Involves time, efford, and skil. Knowledge of
how GM teets and evaluaies a product would pive @ competitor valuable information that it
would atherwisa have to spand Its fima and monay to develap, and thensfora would deprive GM
of the compatithve advantags of s efforis without any compensation. Thase test proceduras
and results, wemanty data and quallty Information would give competfors Insight Into GM's
methadologies and businesa practices for evaluating ita products.

Several of the documents i response to question 9, on the CD labeled Attechment 1
Confidential identified above, discioss GM's Investigation procadchires and resutts. The conduct
of an investigation Involves tima, developmant effort, end monay 1o pian and execute. A
product of the nvestigation would give a compaiitor valuable informetion that & would othenwise
have to spand s ima and money to devalop and investigate. Thie would depriva GM of the
competitve advantage of ie sfforts without any compensation.

Sevaral documents in response to question 9, on the CD lebalnd Attachment 1 Confidenttal
idaniiffiad above, contain angineering part spaciications and other dasign date. This Information
would ghve compeiitors ineight Into GM's methodoiogias and discloss confidential Information

sboyt thae deakgn and parformance of its products, withoul spending thelr own resources or
compansating GM for the knowledge they would gain.

GM treats the above metedal as confidential propristary information avalisble only to suthorized
GM, supplier, and customer personnel who heve a business need for them, end ame not
otharwise avalisble to the public. These docurments are maintsinad under a8 record-keeping
system that la Intended to conirol disseminetion of this materdel within GM, supplier and
customar perscnnael, snd to sesure that | 5 not freely dizseminaied outside the Corporation.
Multiple sacirity aystems are used to limit sccess to feclites end record storage systems where
confidentls!l Infarmation is siorad and employess recalve iraining » information sacurity policias
amd procedures,

To the bast of cur knowladgs, tha NHTSA, other Fadaral Agencies, or the Federal Courts have
meds no prior dotarminstions of the confidentlality for thess documents. Thaza types of
documents, however, hava nommally besn granisd confidantial ireatrment by tha NHTSA in tha
past, bo tha baat of our knowladga.

The documents subject to this request for confidentiality are heing provided and have besn
dearly stampad *GM CONFIDENTIAL® I a request for diacioaure of any or all of this
information s received by the NHTSA, Genarsl Motors requaats notification of recelpt of sach
such request and, If necesaary, an oppertunity to further explain the reasons why such material
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ks irada sacret and commerclal infarmation which showd not be disciosed under the appficable
stelutas and regulations.

if you require further information about this mequest, pleasa do not hesitate to call me at 588-
868-8025.

Soeraly,

Gt~
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CERTIFICATE IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR
CONFIDENTIALITY

I, Gay P, Kent, pursuant to the provialons of 49 CFR Part 512, state as follows;

{1}

{2)

{3)
(4)

(5)

{6}

)

| am Dirsctor of Product investigations of General Motors Corporation and am authorized
o exacuts thls certificate on lts bahalf.

i certify thet the Infarmakon comained In the documenta Mantifiad in the letier datad
January 14, 2005 |3 confidential end propristary data and |s being submitted with the ciaim
that i I3 entitiad to confidential treatment undar & U.8.C. 552{h)}{4) and 48 C.F.R. Part 512

| harsby request that the information be protected without a time limitation.

Thia gertification is based on the information provided by the responsible GM pevsonnal
who have responatbiiity for the documents being pravidad to NHTSA for which a claim of
confidentlality has bean mada.

Based on that informatlon, to the best of my knowledge, Information and belief, the
information for which GM has claimed confidentiel treatmant has nevar basn released or
made avaltable utside GM and supplier or customer parsonnal.

| make no representations bayond those contsined In this carificata and, In pasticaar, |
make no represantations s to whather this Information may bacoma avelabla outside GM
bacause of unaulhorized or inadverient disclosure.

Iﬂifzundrpmnfmnmmmmuhmmm Exscited on this
tha 14™ day of January 2005.

Dpher

Iﬁny P. Kent
Director
Product Investigations




