Fond gtor Gompamy,

James P. Vondals, Direaior
Automotive Salely Office
Emdronmental & Salsty Enginsaring

June 8, 2008

Mr. Stephen Wood

Acting Chief Counsel

Nationad Highway Traffic Safety Administration
Room 5219

400 Sevanth Street, 8.W.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Wood:
Subject; Request Under 42 CFR Part 512 for Confidential Treatment of Information

Two copies of confidential irformation referenced In the Feord Motor Company (Ford)

May 24, 2006, response to the agency's Aprll 21, 2008, May 12, 2008, and May 18, 2006
a-malls requasting additional Informaticn relating to the subject investigation, EAQ4-034, are
attached. Also attached for your reference is a copy of Ford's responga to tha ODI's informatlon
reguests.

This lettar provides support for Ford's claim of confidantiakty in accordance with 48 CFR

Part 512.8. Ford and Hayes-L ammerz (the wheel supplier) request confidential treatment for the
documents included in Appendix A (filename: 2008-D8-08 Confidential Appendix A) because
the documents are not customarlly released to the public and becauss the documents contain
confidential businesas imformation, tha disclozure of which would lHely cause substantial
competitive harm to Ford or Hayes-Lemmerz (a& contempiated in 49 CFR § 512.15, 5and
LL.S.C. § 552(b)(4)). In response to diraction provided by your offics concaming pricr
confidentiality submissions, the confidential documents in this submission are organized Intc
categories as set forth in Attachment 1.

As stated on the enclosed Certificate in Support of Requast for Confidantiality exacuted by
Thomas Heck, Director of Product Engineering, Hayes-Lemmarz Intemational, the enclesed
documsnts were released to Ford with the understanding that they would ramain confldential.
Pocuments of the types listed are maintained under a record keaping aystem which are
interded to control dissamination of this material within Hayes-Lemmesz and Ford, and to
asaurs that tha mataial Is not disasminatad outside of Hayes-Lemmerz and Ford, except as
described In the attached certifications, which are made pumuant to 48 CFR Part 512.4(b}.
Neither NHTSA nor other Federal agencies nor Federal courts hava made determinatians
refating o the confidentiality of the submitted Information or gimilar information, to the bast of
owr knowledge. A compact diec containing electronic copies of documents provided in

Foirlana Plaza South
350 Town Center Drive, Dearbam, Michigan 48120-2728 LIGA
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Appendix A is labeled "CONFIDENTIAL." individual document pages of documents contained
on ths diec are also labsted "ENTIRE PAGE CONFIDENTIAL"

Ford and Hayes-Lemmerz request that these documents be granted confidential treatment by
the agency for a period of ten years. Earier disclosure of these dotumaents, in Ford"s oplnion,
woulkd result in substantial competitive harm.

In the event that the agency shoukl conclude that all or part of the submitted information is not
to be given confidential traatment, Ford asks the agency to provide reasonable notice of not less
than ten working days prior to any contemplated disclosure in crder that Ford may pursue such
legal remedies as it may choose, Please direct all written notices to me at Ford Motor
Company, Sufte 500, Fairlana Plaza South, 330 Tewn Center Drive, Dearbomn, Michigan 48128.
Please direct all non-written communication to Mr. Paul Fabien who may ba contacted by
telaphone at (313) 621-1856.

Thank you for your continuing courtesy.

Sincarely,

TEM A

/Jamaa P. Vondale
Attachment



CERTIFICATE IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST
FOR CONFIDENTIALITY

|, R. A Nevi, pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR Part 512, state as follows:

1. 1am Assistant Director, Global Automotiva Safaty Compliance, Automotive Safety Office,
and | am autharizad by Ford Motor Company (Ford) to sxecute documents of this nature
on behalf of Ford;

2. Tha information contained In the attachmant to Ford’s lettar to NHTSA's Office of the Chiaf
Counsal dated June B, 2006 contalns confidential and proprietary data and is submitted
with the ciaim that it is entitied to corfidential treatment under 5 U.5.C., § 552{b)(4);

3. A member of my staff has inquired of the responsible Ford personnel who have authority
in the normat course of business to release the type of information for which a clalm of
corfident|atity haa baen made to ascertaln whether such Information has ever been
relaased outside Ford,

4. Basad upon such inguiries, to the best of my knowledga, irformation and befief, the
information for which Ford has claimed confidential treatmeant haa never baen released or
bacome avaliable outside Ford except as hersinafter specified:

»  Theee documents were chiained from a suppller with the expactation that they will
ba kept confidential.

+  Portions of these documents may have been or may be shared with Ford suppliers
with the expeciation that they will be kept confidential.

. During the course of defending itealf in liigation, Ford may have been, or may be
required to producs such information.

5. I make no represantations beyond those contained in this certificate and, in particular, 1
make no reprassntations as to whether this Information may bacoma available outside Ford
bacausa of unauthorized or Inadvartent disclosure, except as stated in Paragraph 4; and

8. | cerlify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and comrect. Executed on this the
8th day of June 2006,

TN e

R. A Nevi




I, Tom Heck, pursuant to the provisicna of 49 CFR part 512, state as follows:

(1) I am Dixéctor of Engineering for Flayes Lemmerz International, Inc. ("Hayes™,
and I am authorized by Hayes to execute this certificate on its bahalf.

(2} I certify that the information contained in the documents refarenced on
Atiachment T that ie being submitted to the agency by Ford Motar Company in
connection with NHTSA inveatization EAD4-034 is confidential and proprietary
data that it iz entitled to confidentinl treatment under & U,8.C, 552(0)(4). The
bagia for the claim of confidentlality is set forth in tha attached.

{3) I hereby requast that the infremation contained in the documents be protected
for 5 period of Ten (10) years.

(4} Thia certification is based on the information provided by the responsible Hayes
peraonnel who have authority in the normal courss of buainess to releage the
nfermation for which s olaim of eonfidentiality hes been mada to assertain
whether auch information hoa ever been released outaide of Hayee-Lammers.

(5 Based up-n.n that information, o the beat. of my knowladgé. information and
belief, the information for which Hayes has claimed confidentisl treatment has
. never been released o beoome available cutside Hayes, sxcept aa herainafter

epacified:

. Porticne of these dosuments may have basn or may be shared with Ford
and/or other customers or suppliers of Hayea with the expectation that they
will be kapi confidential.

{8} I make no reprezsentations heyond those contained in this cartificate and, in
particular, | make no representations aa to whethar thia information may
become availshle outalda Hayes,

(7} 1 certify under penalty of perjury that the foreguing is true and correct.

Exscuted on this X _day of M4, 2006. ﬁ
/ Y
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James P. Vondals, Director Fairians Plazs Soith
Automotive Sataty Dificy 30 Town Center Drive
Environmenta! 8 Sufaty Enginesrng Ciearbcum, MI 451262728 LISA
May 24, 2008

Mr. Jeffrey Quandt, Chief

Vehicle Coritrol Division

Office of Dafects Investigation Safety Assurance
Nationa) Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Sewventh Sireet, S.W.

Washington D.C. 20590

Dear Mr. Quandt:
Subject: FAQ4-034:NVS-213dsy

This is in response to the agency's April 21, 2006, May 12, 2008, and May 16, 2006, smails
requesting additiona? information relating to the subject investigation. Wae have listed each of
your requests, followed by our response.

April 21, 2008 email

Reauest 1

HL made & presentation to NHTSA describing their Sedalia operations. A copy of the
presentation was offered to NHTSA,; | declined the document and advised that | would
rely on HL/Ford ASO to make a determination as te what te submit to NHTSA and
whether it required confidentiality or not. | will lsave that with you.

Response

The Hayes-Lemmerz (HL} presentation matarial offered to the agency during the Aprii 18, 2006,
review at the HL Sedalia facility containg confldantial information describing the HL
manufacturing cperatlons and organization and does not contaln inforrnation relating to the
subject investigatiop or the alleged defect. Ford has elected not to submit a copy of the
presentation to the agency at this time, but would e pleased to provide 2 copy should the
agency desire a copy in the fulure.

Request 2

You advised that Ford was nearly ready to submit the data from the HL crack
propagation study (which used a whae! from thae PA State Police) including the whee!
maps that were shown to us at Sedalia. Please advise when this has been mailed,
inciuding the shipping details, so that | car track its progress.




Mr. Jeffrey Quandt -2- May 24, 2006

Rosponsa

Your office has confirmed receipt of the requested information that was submifted to the agency
on April 20, 2008.

Reguest

| asked HL and Ford to ses if the wheel from the Glynco, GA incident can be lecated; |
providad detalls of the vehicle it was removed from and the dealerghip it was returned
to. if thae wheel can be located, Bill and | would like to inspact f during our visit to the
Northville facility. Please do not do any destructive testing prior io this.

Response

The wheel from the Glynco, GA incident was returned to Ford and providad to HL as part of the
warranty paris return program. The wheel wes reviewed at HL during the agency's May 10

and 11, 2006, visit. VWe have Instructed HL to process the wheel simllar to other warranty retum
wheela. Ford and HL have no plans at this time to conduct any destructive testing.

Regue &5

Bill and | need ta change the date of aur visit to HL's Northvitle facility to May 10 and 11
{(not May 2 and 3); please adviae any problems. The primary purpose of the trip is to
review and inspect wheels returned from field service under the warranty extension
programs. We can discuss and agrze an agenda for the visit over the coming days.

For the visit ta Northvilie, | requested that Ford/HL make the following 4 wheels available
for inapection;

a. CHP training facility incident.

b. Pa State Pofice crash wheel (the remains that are left over from the CL analysis, Bill
has nct seen this).

First crack propagation study performed by HL.

Second crack prapagation study by Ford (assuming it Is completed).

oo

@EDI‘IBE
The wheels described above were reviewad during the agency's May 10and 11, 2008, visit to

HL's Northyille facility, except the second crack propagation study wheel, which had not
completed testing.

Request €

Yaou advizad that HL will be producing wheel maps for each field return wheel they
inspect; Bill and | will want ta review these maps during our vislt; at some point | will want
to get copies of them.
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Response
Preliminary copies of approximately 130 wheel maps that HL produced were provided during

the agency's May 10 ang 11, 2006, visit to the HL Northville facility. A complete copy of the
wheeal maps will be provided when the inspections are complete.

Request 7

Bill end | wiil want to review the process HL used to test for and identify multiple cracks
in the: field retum wheels.

Response

The process was demonstrated to the agency during the May 10 and 11, 2006, visit to the HL
Morthvill= faciiity.

Rpquest 8

Bill reguested a new shot peen level wheel for assessment purposes at the VRTC
facility. He can coflect it during the Northville visit.

Respense

HL pravided a shot peen ievel wheel and wheel component parts to the agency on
May 14, 2008.

Reguast 9

Per HL's request, we can discuss which wheels need to be retained at HL and which
ones can be discarded.

Response

Ford will continue to work with the agency to determine the disposition of the warranty return
parts.

Heagquest 10
| mads & request for an update to the warranty and complaint dala for wheel fracture

repatts (similar to what was last provided on 9/26/2005); we discussed a
pra-April 1, 2006, repair date cutoff {last submission was pre September 1, 2005, cutoff).

EEBEDHSQ

A copy of updated warranty, field and customer reports is provided electrenically in Appendix A
{filename: 2008_05_24 Appendix_A) on the enclosed CD. Each repert is categorized similar
to our responses dated June 1, 2005, and September 28, 2005. Reports recsived from
September 1, 2005, through Aprit 1, 2008, wsare reviewsd individually to identify reports alleging
a cracked whesl, and categorized accordingly. None of tha reports allege a rapid air loss or a
iosa of vehicle control.
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May 12 2006 email
Reguest 1

Per our discussion at Hayes yesterday, ODI is requesting a copy of the document we
reviewad congeming weld inspection and repair processes usad at the Sedalia facility. |
understand the document ia confidantial and that Ford will submit the response to
NHTSA's CCC per the usual practice.

Response

The weld ingpection and repair specification will be submitted under separate cover with a
request for confidentiality to the agancy's Offica of Chlef Counsel.

M 2006 il
Request A

Glyneca : | can confim that the VIN of the Glynce, GA (FLETC) incident vehicle
was m RO mileage 5,298. The wheel we identified at HL appears to be the
Glynco wheet; | labeled it NS11 with a white marker. After tasting at HL (see item E).
please ansura the wheel is retainad until we can discuss further analysis/next steps

Response

The Glynco whee! will be processed similar to the other warranty retumn wheels: no destruciive
testing Is planned.

Reguest B

Warranty detalls: | was unable and or neglected to obtain the warranty details for the
following & wheels {large crack wheels). Can you provide the dealer namefphone
number and RO number for the following wheel ctaims (ASAP is possible)?

1) VIN3X
2} VIN4x
3)  VIN4X
4)  VIN4X
By VIN4X

(Omaha NE) — | marked this wheel NSZ.

{Omaha ME) — This wheel was marked by HL as WHRE3
- Thiz wheel was marked by HL as WRBS.

- This wheel was marked by HL as WR2.

- This wheel was marked by HL as WR6E1.

The requested information is provided in the warranty claim data provided in Appendix A

Reqguest C

Manufacturing lina layout/weld operstions: On the morning of 5/11 (before you
arrived)} Chrie Putz briefly describad the layout and welder configurations for the 514,
515, and 816 assembly lines used at Sedalia. | need HL to provide a brief descnption of
each line explaining the general operation, operator(s) process, and [ayout {dravang or
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Reguest G

Dispogal of ‘'CLY Level Whaels: We spoke about this yesterday regarding ‘CC’" whesis
currertly occupying space at the Northville facility. When we first arrived, Chris advised
that HL. had teated about 130 wheels o date {using the process he later demonatrated te
ue), He subsequenty provided 65 whee! maps and advised these were afi of the 'CF'
and ‘AA” level wheels tested at this time. Par cur discussion, can you have HL confirm
thai the other 65 wheels tested were ‘CD’ specification wheels? If this is the casa, then
OD| would reguest that HL ratain jwo randemly chosen skids (~40 wheels} of untested
‘CD' level wheels until further notice (with the return paperwork intact); OD| has no
cbjection o Ford/HL discarding the remaining 'CD' levsl wheals {tested and urteated }
as you choose. 'Youmentioned that you would have HL collect the warranty retum
paperwork prior to disposal of the ‘CL whesels.

HResponge

HL has confirmed that of the 130 warranty retumn whesla inspected, approximately 65 were CF
or Af and 85 were CD design l=vel. HL will coliect the warranty retum paperwork for the CD
whoels, and retain 40 randomly selected CD wheeis that have not be=n inspected.

if you have guestions, please contact me.

Sincarely,

ZUAL

R. A. Nevi
Asslstant Dlregtor _
Global Auternctive Safety and Compliance

Attachmants




