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James P, Yordale, Dirsotor N
Automotive Sataty Cifica
Envionmental & Safaty Enginsaring
June 24, 2005

Me. Jacqueline Glassman, E&q.

Offica of the Chief Counsal

Mational Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Seventh Strast, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20580

Daar Ma. Glassman:
Subjact Requeat Under 49 CFR Part 512 for Confidantial Treatmant of Information

Two copies of inMormation referanced in the Ford Motor Company (Ford) June 24, 2005
reaponas to NHTSA's Engineering Analysia EANS-003 information requast are sttachad. Also
attached for your reference is a courbesy copy of Ford's written reaponse to the ODI requests.

This latter providss suppart for Ford's claim of confidentiality in accordance with 49 CFR

Part 512.8. Ford requests confidential treatment for those documents that contain privileged
and confldentlal commercial Information exempt from disclosure pursuant to 49 CFR § 512,15,
and 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(4).

Ford requests confidential treatment for the documents provided slectronically on the enclosed
CD as Appandices |, If, ll-A and |li-B (fls namas: 2005-06-24_Appendix |, 11, I1-A, 111-8}
because the documents are not customarily released to the public by Ford and bacauas tha
documents contain confidentlal business [nformation, the disclosure of which would likely cause
subatantial competitive harm to Ford {as contemplatad in 43 CFR § 512.15, and 5 U.5.C. §

552(b)(4)).

The information In Appendbe | for which Ford seeks confidential treatment consists of detalled
wamanty analysis which could be used by competitors to modify competitive strategies,
Including marketing strategles, to tha detrimant of Ford.

Tha Information lﬁ Appendtx I] for which Ford seeks confidantlal treatment Includes test
specifications and refiablity &nalysis and projections which could be used by competitors to
identify quality iasues and modify competitive componsents and strategies to the detriment of
Ford.

The information in Appendoc 1I-A for which Ford sesks confidential treatment includes detaled
projactiona of milsags accumulation rates that could be ueed by competitors to modify
compeatitve strategisa, Including marksting atrateglas, ta the detiment of Ford.
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Ms. Jacqualing Glasaman -2- June 24, 2005

The Information In Appandix [1I-B for which Ford saals confidantial treatment includes detailed
infarmatlon concerning the probabilistic modals and statistical procadures incorporated in Ford's
Analytical Warmanty Systam. Such Information could be used by competlitors to conetruct or
improve their own probakilistic models without the need to devote the substantial resources
devoted by Ford to construct and prove the usefulness of its models.

Those pages that contain confidential information have been marked "ENTIRE PAGE
CONFIDENTIAL" along the top mangin as part of this submission.

Ford documents of this type are maintained under a recond keeping syetem which is intended to
canirol disssmination of thia material within Fard, and to assure that the matarial is not
dizsaminated gutside of Ford, excapt as describad in the attached certification, which is mada
pursuant ta 48 CFR Part 512.4{b). Nelther NHTSA nor other Faderal agencies nor Federal
courts have made determinations relating to the confidantiality of the aubmitted information or
amilar information, to the basat of our knowledge.

Ford raquasts that these documents be granted confidential treatment by the agency fora
period of ten years. Earlier dieclosure of theee documents, in Ford's opinion, would result in
substantlal competitive harm.

In the event the agency should conciude that all or part of the submittsd information is not 1o ba
given confidential treatment, Ford asks the agsncy to provide reasonablie notica of not less than
tan working days prior to any contemplated disclogure in order that Ford may pursue such kegal
remedles as t may choose. Please direct all notices to Paul Fabien, Ford Motor Company,
Suita 1400, Paridane Towars West, Thrae Parklans Bivd., Dearborn, Ml 48126, telaphone
{313) 621-1656. Thank you for your continuing courtesy.

Sinceraly,

7. 2

James P, Vondala
Aftachmanta




CERTIFICATE iN SUPPORT OF REQUEST
FOR CONFIDENTIALITY

I, R. A. Nevl, purauant to the provisions of 48 CFR Part 512, state as follows:

1. | am Assistant Director, Global Automptive Safety Compliance, Automotive Safety Office,
and | am aythorized by Ford Motor Company (Ford) to sxecuts documants of this nature
on behalf of Ford;

2.  The information contalned in the attachmeant to Ford's letter to NHTSA's Office of tha Chief
Couneel dated June 24, 2005 contains confidential and proprietary data and is aubmitted
with the claim that it is enfitled to cormfidential treatment under 5 U.S.C., § 552(b)(4);

3. A memberof my staff has Inquired of the responaible Ford peraonnel who have authority
in tha normal course of business to rslesss the type of information for which a claim of
confidentiality has basan mada to ascartain whether such infformation has aver baan

ralmazed guiside Ford;

4. Based upan such inquires, to the bast of my knowiedgas, Information and ballsf, tha
Infarmation for which Fard has claimad confidential treatment has nevar bean ralsased or
become available outside Ford except as hereinafter specified:

L) Portions of thess documents may have besn cr may ba shared with Ford supplisrs
with the mxpactation that thay will be kept confidential.

- During the course of defending keelf In [tigation, Ford may have been, or may be
rafuirad to producs such information.

5. | make no rapreasniations beyond those contalned in this certificate and, in particular, |
maka no rapraasniations aa to whather thle Information may become avallable outside Ford
bacausa of unauthorized or inadvertent disclosure, except as etated in Paragraph 4; and

6 1 carﬁfz undler penalty of parjury that the foregeing is true and corract. Exacuted on this
the 24" day of June, 2005.




Gowvet Ytor Company,

Juna 24, 2005

Ms. Kathleen C. DaMestar, Director

Office of Defects Investigation Safaty Assurance
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Saventh Strest, S W.

Washington, D.C. 20580

Daar Ma. Daleter:

Subject: EA05-003

Tha Ford Motor Company (Ford) response to a June 9, 2005 a-mail from Mr. Scott Yon of
the agancy raguasting additional irformation concemning Ford Super Duty and Excursion
vahiclea aquipped with 8.0 liter diesel engines is stiached. As discussad ina

June 22, 2005 talephona call with Mr. Yon, Ford Iz gathering and reviswing ownar and flald
reports and wamranty ctaims for responsiveneas to Request 3 of the e-mail. We anticipate
providing this infformatian ta the agancy no later than July 29, 2005.

If you have any questions concarming thia responses, plaase fes| fres to contact me.

Sincaraly,

£ Jamaa P. \idndale

Attachmant

Fairlars Plaza South
230 Towm Carter Drive, Daarbom, Michigan 48128-2738 USA
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ATTACHMENT
June 24, 2005

Ford will check slids 7 and see why the number of VOQe does not add up to
the number of vehicles reportad in the chart and advise what the discrepancy is
and how it will be ezalvad.

Responae:

A typographical error in the summary text identifiad the number of VOQ ViNs as 68 when
the actual number is 81, which is conaistant with the number identifisd within the chart.
Additionally, in a Juna 2, 2005 telsphone diecussion, Mr. Scolt Yon inquined about the
distribution of the vehices identifisd in VOQs within the vahicle populations identifled In
Ford's pressntation. The commectad VOQ Analyals slide and a slide Identifying the vehicls
distribution are being provided slactronically as Appandix | with a requast for confidentiality
uncler asparate cover to the agency's Office of the Chilaf Counsal pumuant to 48 CFR,

Part 512.

ltem 2:

Fard will raviaw the content of slidas 38, 47, 54 and 72 and ensure that text
font sizes are legible on both slectronic (acresn) and printad version.

Resgonse:

The identified slidea hava been formatted to provide legible information. The redormatied
slides ars being provided electronically as Appendix 1| with a request for confidantialtty
under separate cover to the agency’s Offica of tha Chiaf Counsel pursuant to 49 CFR,
Part 512.

ltgm 3:

Ford will provide new Appandix A and Appendix C date to the sems
spacification as in Ford's PEG4070 IR letter raponse but including data up to
the sama dats the 5/18/2005 prasentation waa basad on (4/30/2005). Pleass
advisa the likaly delivery achedule and whether your submission will contain
the PE data or only the new/additional data.

Respones:

Aa discussed in a June 22, 2005, telaphone call with Mr. Yon, Ford [s gathering and
reviewing cwner and field raports and warranty claims. We sxpect to provide the requastad
Information to the agency no later than July 29, 2005. Tha submiseion will provide data that
Is Incremantal ta our sarlier responss.

Yom 4:

We diin't discuas this in the phone call, bit | had previously asked (via emall of
2/2/2005) if the sublect vehicle owner's manual givea any instruction regarding
what to do if an engine stall octurs, either while stopped or whils moving. Can
you pleass investigate and advisa furthar?
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Regoonsa:

As dlscussed In a June 18, 2005 talephone call with Mr. Yon, the owner guldaa for the
subject vehicles do net Include any operating instructions specific to an angine stall event.

ltam §:
| think Kurt 3ald there was some otherfadditional data In connaction with tha

mileage accumutation chart Ford provided that he could aupply to help us
betier understand tha analysis. Can you chack with him on this please?

Besponsa:

The recussted information ia being provided elsctronically as Appendices {|-A and |11-B with
a requast for confidentiality under separate cover to the agency's Cffice of the Chisf Coungsl
pursuant to 48 CFR, Part 512,
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