e ODI RESUME

US. Deparment Investigation: PE 04-041

of Transporkation Prompted By: IE04-035 (Willimn Duockwitz)

Nofional Highway | Date Opened: 04/16/2004 Date Closed: 07/13/2004
Tratfic Sofety Principal Investigator: Cheryl Tuosto

Adminighation Subject: Post-Crash Fuel Tank Leak

Manufactarer: Hyundai Motor Company
Products: 2004 Hyundai Elantra
Population: 45,000 {Estimated)

Problan Descripticn: During 2 fromtal offset erash test conducted at the Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety (IHS), the fuel tank punctured and leaked Stoddand fluid

FAILURE REPORT SUMMARY
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Complaints:
Crashes/Fires:
Injury Incidents:
# Tmyumies:
Fatality ncidents:
# Fatalities:
Other*: 1
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*Description of Other: Fuel tank leakage during an TIHS vehicle crash test.

Action: This Preliminary Evaluation has been closed. Recall 04V208.

Engineer: {Jheryl Thoste CAT Date: 07/13/2004
Div. Chisf: Jeffrey £ Quandi Date: 07/13/2004
Office Dir.: Kethieen (. DeMeter Date: (7/13/2004

Summary: PE04-041 was opened to investigate 2 fuel leak incident that oceurted during an Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety (ITHS) frontal crash offset test on the subject vehicle. This investigation
revealed that the vapor tube hose clamp ear was mispositioned and facing toward the foel tank, which
ensbled the vapor tube hose clamp ear 1o puncture the file] tank and the fuel tank to leak Stoddard
fluid during the IHS crash test.

O April 30, 2004, Hyundai Motor Company (Hyundsi) notified NHTSA of a safety defect in certzin
MY 2004 Elamra vehicles produced from September 1, 2003 through Apnl 14, 2004, The
notification identified the mispositioning of the: vapor tube hose clamp, which resulted from an early
September mamufacturing change at the supplier that installed the hose clamp on the vapor tube hose,
as the factor contributing to this defect. If the wapor tube hose clamp is mispogitioned so that one of
its ears is facing the fuel tank and that vehicle is involved in high speed crash, the clamp may
puncture the fuel tank resulting in fucl leakage. Fuel leakage, in the presence of an ignition eource,
could result in a fire.

Hyundai will inatruct owners to bring their vehiclea to a dealer to have the position of the vapor tube
hose clamp inspected and correctly repositioned, if necessary,




